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ELEVATORS B¢l '
B.C.\ EMON. VICE-PRES. and MG'R.
H.B. RATHBONE. SECTY. and TREAS.
Do W b Biummee & oeae ). Dibblee Electric Hydraulic Belt
VAN EMON ELEVATOR COMPANY (Inec.)
Nos. 46-54 Natoma St., near 2nd, San Francisco Phone, Temporary 1387

THESE BUILDINGS SURVIVED THE FIRE

All are covered with W. & P. Felt, Pitch and Gravel Roofing.

Watson’s
Ready Roofing

Asphalt Mastic
Roofing.

Gravel Roofing.

Saturated
Felts.

Asphalt Roof
Paints.

Hayward or Kohl Building Mercantile Trust Grant Building

THE W. J. WATSON ROOFING CO.

Successors to Roofing and Paving Department of the Pacific Refining & Roofing Co.
180 Oak Street - Phone Park 116 SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

When writing to Advertisers nention this Magazine.
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anded Roofing

building. Builders and contractors are using

ionth. Our sales records prove it. There's a
RUBBER SANDED is proof against every-
re proof against. Roofing guide "' B ™ will tell
roofing and building papers. Sent free.

- ezl -«-—— -'APER CO., Los Angeles, Cal.

San Francisco Representative. H. R. Willar. 728 Montgomery St.. San Francisco

Pacific Fire Extinguisher Co.

Agents for Grinnell Automatic Sprinklers and Fire Alarm
Systems. Insurance rates reduced 40 to 50 per cent. Recog-
nized by all fire insurance companies. Estimates furnished
free. Correspondence solicited.

PACIFIC FIRE EXTINGUISHER COMPANY

Office and Warehouse, 145 to 153 Howard Street,
G. J. BECKER, Manager. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Machinery and Electrical Co.

INSTALLED THE HEATING PLANTS IN THESE BUILDINGS

Alhambra High School Polytechnic High School Harvard School

Heating and Ventilating Engineers
Sole Agents B. F. STURTEVANT COMPANY
Office and Salesrooms: 351-353 North Main Street, Los Angeles

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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Mantels, Grates and Tile

Fire Place Fixtures
Mosaic and Ceramic
Tile Floors

W. W. Montague & Co.

OFFICE:
Turk and Polk Streets, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

MANTEL DEPARTMENT :
2270 Folsom Street, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Oue of the New Montague Fire-Places

PEERLESS 1% H.P.TO

GAS 25 H. P. FOR
GASOLINE GENERAL

AND POWER AND
DISTILLATE ELECTRIC
ENGINES SERVICE

Double Cylinder Type ‘“B'" Peerless Engine

Baker & Hamilton

900 to 912 Third Street, Corner Berry San Francisco, Cal.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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REINFORCED CONCRETE BRIDGE AT RENO, NEVADA. TWO 65-FT. SPANS, 80-FT. WIDTH.

COTTON BROS. & CO.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Buildings, Bridges, Power Plants, Factories

CONSTRUCTED OF REINFORCED CONCRETE
OR OTHER MATERIALS

PILE DRIVING, WHARVES AND PILE FOUNDATIONS

The system of executing contracts on a basis of *‘Cost-plus-a-fixed-sum’’
gives most satisfactory results to owners as well as protection from exorbitant
charges. Every detail of the work, its cost, its quality, the progress, are constantly
under the owner's supervision. He knows at all times how much and for what his
money has been spent. He knows how much remains to be spent. Many ways of
expediting work develop as work progresses, and these are taken advantage of to
the benefit of the owner and not the contractor.

This method allows the owner to have the use of our equipment (one of the
best on the Coast)—the services of a trained force of men to work together to the
best possible advantage to save cost and hasten work. It giveg the owner the
benefit of the experience gained by this firm in many years of hea\iconstruction.

By this system we are able to work in absolute harmony with the owner and
his architects to obtain the best results in speed at a minimum cost. Consultation

e COTTON BROS. & CO.

MONADNOCK BUILDING - - SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
BACON BUILDING - - - - = OAKLAND, CAL.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.



The Architect and Engineer of California

One of Eighteen Towers erected in Hollywood by T. A. McMurtrie from stone made by his latest model
capable of for any size or style of stone.

T A. MCMURTRlEv ARTIFICIAL s%ﬁgwgﬁﬁm MACHINERY

For making Artificial or Concrete Stone. FACE-TAMP and SIDE-TAMP MACHINES.
Adjustable to any size. HOLLOW CONCRETE FENCE POST MACHINE—The best
ané cheapest Concrete Mixer ever offered to the Building Trades. Write for catalogue.

Factory, 2027 BAST NINTH ST. Phone Main 4525—P. O. Box 861 LOS ANGELES, CAL.

VULCANITE *Giroery '~ ROOFS

Can Give a Span of 100 Feet Without a Single Upright
Arespc::‘iia}lyadap- pR]CEs LESS

or

THAN ORDI-
SCHOOLS NARY ROOF.
HALLS We have on hand

RINKS 20 carloads of

R VULCANITE

And anysb:i(l):if ASP“ALT

R READY
Estimates RooFlN ﬁ

Cheertully The bestand most

reliable roofing on
Given the market. Com-

pare our quality
Give size of build- with that of the

ing over all other fellow.

PACIFIC COAST PAPER CO.

TEMPORARY ADDRESSES

307 Market St., San Francisco, Cal. 1546 to 1552 Broadway, Oakland, Cal.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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Two One-Hundred Foot Reinforced Concrete Arches. crossing the Stanislaus River.,
near Rippon. California. Designed by Jno. B. Leonard. C. E.

CORRUGATED BARS ror
REINFORCED CONCRETE

are used exclusively in the reinforcement of this bridge
N

These bars are carried in stock in San Francisco, and can be furnished
in any length up to 30 feet at once, up to 60 feet on special order.

All Official Tests and Juries have given Corrugated Bars First Place

Why take chances with inferior forms of Reinforcement when the use of
CORRUGATED BARS insurcs perfect bonding and permanency of structure ?

C

seno ror aamaogue . JOHN B. LEONARD, C. E., Agent
. S 623-625 Monadnock Building, SAN FRANCISCO

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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Sample Wall of Concrete Stone which resisted perfectly the heat of San Francisco's big fire

ROMAN STONE

Guaranteed to be absolutely fireproof. This photograph shows the wall standing in front of the ware-
house at 24 Sacramento Street. Much cheaper than any natural stone. No stock patterns. We can
make any design at slight cost over straight work.

HOLMES LIME CO., INC. yutuar Savings punk bitg, Sen mrancisco

THIS IS THE BEST

AUTOMATIC STEAM
AIR VALVE

FOR USE ON|

THADE
MONASH

IMPROVED Gra‘fity Steam
mut'w‘-;ygm Heating System

PERFE[:T[I}D[I’LEX Valve has been on

market for years,

stood the test of
time and is

NO EXPERIMENT

SAMPLES SENT GRATIS TO ARCHITECTS
N M A K E R S S

MONASH-YOUNKER CO.

Chicago New York

INTERNAL VIEW

Foeur-way draining attachmest
clears vaive of sedimest and
water of cosdemsation by
capiliary sttractien

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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GLADDING, McBEAN & CO.
FIRE PROOFING — ROOFING TILE
TERRA COTTA—— PRESSED BRICK

VITRIFIED AND TERRA COTTA PIPE
EDDY & HYDE STS.,SAN FRANCISCO

WORKS — LINCOLN, CAL

N .

833 Monadnock Building SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

MACHINERY

OF ALL KINDS FOR PROMPT DELIVERY

Hoisting Engines  Boilers and Engines
Concrete Mixers Material Elevators

Air Compressors Pulleys, Belting
Pneumatic Tools and Supplies
Derrick Irons

'HARRON, RICKARD & McCONE

436 Market Street 164 No. Los Angeles Street
SAN FRANCISCO LOS ANGELES

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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Paper Mill of Reinforced Concrete at Willamette. Or.. built by Pacific Construction Co.

C. F. McCARTHY, F. A. KOETITZ, F. M. BUTLER,
President. Vice-Presideat and Eagineer. Secretary.

Pacific Construction
Company

Engineers and General Contractors
Reinforced Concrete, Class “A” Buildings

Bridges, Wharves and Docks

Sole Agent for KOETITZ Patent Concrete Piling and KOETITZ Patent Rein-
forced Concrete Floor System.

Have large steamer and rail shipments of Cement, Steel and other materials en
route from Europe and the East besides heavy local stocks.

CAN GUARANTEE EARLY COMPLETION OF ALL CONTRACTS

PRESENT TEMPORARY OFFICES:
17 SPEAR STREET and FERRY BUILDING, SAN FRANCISCO

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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Steel
Frames
For
Fireproof
Buildings

Architectura aand
Ornamental Iron
Work of All Des-
criptions . . . .

RALSTON
IRON WORKS

(Incorporated)

Temporary Office:

20th and Indiana
Streets

San Francisco

ARTISTIC GAS
AND
ELECTRIC LIGHTING
FIXTURES
STORE, OFFICE
AND
DISPLAY FIXTURES
ORNAMENTAL GRILL WORK
BRASS AND IRON RAILINGS

We will wire your House,
Install Motors, etc. All
Work Satisfactorily Done.

Arthur R. Haskins

Show rooms: 1301 Broadway, Oakland
Factory: 406-408-410 Sixth St., *¢
Show Rooms:
211-13-15 STEVENSON STREET
San Francisco

J. H. BURNETT

Iron Works

. J. H. BURNETT. Owner and Manager

Manufacturers of
Ornamental, Structural
Steel and Cast Iron

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

* OFFICE AND WORKS

SOUTH SANTA FE AVE.
P. O. Box 1363 Tel. Main 1730

No Bullding in the New San Frascisco will be abso-
Intely safe from fire without the

BADGER CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHER

Always Ready
Easily Operated

For—M——
Office Buildings,
Factories and
Residences . .. .

We have established permanent quarters at

145-153 Howard Street, San Francisco
BADGER FIRE EXTINGUISHER CO.

Offices formerly at 215 Sansome St.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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F. A. HEALY O. M. GALE

FIRE-PROOF WINDOWS

Voigtmann’s Fire-Proof Windows

Have withstood the Baltimore, Rochester and Toronto fires. They look better, weart
better (absolutely fireproof) and are no more costly than wood. The only absolute
window protection on the market. Get particulars from

HEALV-GALE CO., Exchis?.sSt‘l\’!Euo‘B‘ui‘l%iENTs

Cor. Fillmore St. and Golden Gate Ave.,
SAN FRANCISCO

FOR ALL DELIVERIES
CEMEN .

American, English, German, Belgian, Swedish,
Australian, Japanese and Chinese Brands

\

CHAS. P. COLES, Broker ™ ™ iy Rciscs "

17 State Street 118 Battery Street
NEW YORK : SAN FRANCISCO

Bowring & Company
Structural Steel Cement

C.T. Bowring & Company, Ld.
LIVERPOOL LONDON CARDIFF

BARNESON-HIBBERD CO.
MACONDRAY CO.

| SHIPPING axo COMMISSION IMPORTERS anpo EXPORTERS

Dealers in Cement
TEAS anxo COFFEES INSURANCE, Fire and Marine
Mission Wharf No. 2 San Francisco, Cal.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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OILS, PAINTS, GLASS

ESTIMATES GIVEN ON

Plate and Sheet Ulass

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED

=== Office, Salesroom and Factory ————————=—
COR SEVENTH AND HOOPER STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO

WHITTIER, COBURN CO.

MANTELS

That Fit Your House
4
WHY

Buy the ordinary stock mantels
when you can have your mantel
designed and built for your par
ticular room :

Designs and (stlmatcs submitted

CARL ENOS NASH CO.

716-718 South Spring St.

L.os Angeles : H Cal.
J. D. NASH—G. E. NASH

BUILDERS’ HARDIDARE |

YALE AND TOWNE GOODS

Also Bath-room Fittings, Electrical Supplies,
Cabinet Hardware, Roofing and Building Paper.

BRITTAIN & COMPANY (nc)
. Everything in Hardware . . .
VAN NESS AVENUE AND TURK STREET, S. F.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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We have during the past year equipped with Safes
more modern office buildings than any other
safe manufacturers in the world.
WHY ?

Pittsburg Safes

are the most modern and best constructed fire-
proof safes in the world. They contain every im-
provement known to the science of safe construction
Send for further particulars and catalogue.

l. FREEMAN

PITTSBURG SAFES
2518 Clay Street San Francisco

LOS ANGELES PRESSED BRICK C0.

The Finest Pressed Brick in the World

All Shapes, All Colors. Impervious Roofing Tile, Mission, Spanish,
Oriental. Flint and Silica Clay Fire Brick, the Highest Grades
Made. Hollow Tile Fire Proofing. Mantel Tile. Hearth Tile.
Vitrified Paving Brick. Salt Glazed Conduits

Office:

Los Angeles, Cal. 1006 Union Trust Building

C. A. BLUME

General Contractor and Rigger Erecting and Wrecking

STRUCTURAL STEEL

OFFICE RESIDENCE
Builders’ Exchange, Oak & Gough Sts. 775 Fourteenth Street
SAN FRANCISCO Loft, Bryant Ave., Bet. 19th and 20th Sts.

IF YOU WANT

Structural Iron Castings

Which will Stand the Test, Place your Orders with

BENICIA IRON WORKS

TRUSS AND ANCHOR RODS, BOLTS, RIVETS AND SPECIAL
FORGINGS
Works, BENICIA, CAL. City Office, MONADNOCK BLDG. SAN FRANCISCO

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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OUR SPECIALTIES
“Edwards” Fire=Proof Metal Windows, Four Styles;

Skylights, Cornices, Ceilings
and all kinds of Galvanized and Copper Work

The best of each class Estimates furnished

A. C. RULOFSON SHEET METAL WORKS

Office: 315-319 Monadnock Bldg. Factory: 8th and Brannan Sts.
Phone Special 1049

Phone Temporary 1

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL..

Steam and Hot Water
Heating and Ventilating
In all its branches.

MANGRUM & OTTER, inc.

Engineers and Contractors

538-540-542 MISSION ST. o= - SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
Telephone Temporary 984

The Roebling Construction Co.
THE ROEBLING SYSTEM

Fire-proof Floors, Partitions, Ceilings,
Wire Lath and Column Protection.

THE SYSTEM THAT IS FIRE-PROOF
Phone, Special 760
476=-478=480 Eighth St. San Francisco, Cal.

CONCRETE MACHINERY
CONCRETE RE-INFORCEMENTS
CEMENT WORKERS’ SPECIALTIES

PACIFIC CONCRETE MACHINERY CO.
ATLAS BUILDING, 604 Mission St. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

When writing to Advertisers mention this Magazine.
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The Garden and the Bungalow
By WILLIAM KNOWLES, Architect

HE bungalow is a particular type of cot-
tage architecture, that became popular
about the time the English first occupied

India: It was developed, as all styles are de-
veloped, by meeting the necessities of the situa-
tion. The hot climate demanded a roof that
would give plenty of shade, and also allow
the air that was stirring to freely circulate
through the rooms.

California climate is particularly adapted
to the low, spacious, airy house. Here we may
spend most of our days in our gardens, so that
the garden and the house have become closely
allied. There seems to be no distinction made
between indoors and out, as most Californians
live a free, unconventional life.

In the bungalow that generally pleases
you will find that it has the effect of being low.

The vertical lines are eliminated as much
as possible, while all the horizontal lines are
emphasized. These long, low lines never fail
to give one the idea of rest, comfort, and a life
free fromsstrife. Our valleys suggested these
things to the Mission fathers, who naturally
gave expression to their feelings when they
built their Missions.

Then the secret of building a successful
bungalow is to keep it low. It matters little
whether you have cedar shingles, plaster or
rough boards for your outside finish, the first
effort should be for good proportions; the de-
tail and finish will follow easily.

You cannot spend too much time in study-
ing over the plain surfaces or elevations of
your little home. Strive to make its charm
in its simplicity, rather than depend upon the
jig-saw or plaster bracket for its beauty.

The porch is the feature of the plan shown with this article. It extends along
the front and south side, and allows one to walk either from the living room

William Knowles. Architect
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First Floor Plan of a Piedmont Bungalow
William Knowles. Architect

or main bed room through French windows to the open air. The roof over the
south portion of the porch consists of nothing but rough rafters, which will be
covered with vines in the summer time, and will allow all the sun there is to
flood the living room during the winter.

Instead of entering directly into the living room, a small vestibule is pro-
vided. Its purpose is to preserve the privacy of the home and protect it against
the storms.

The large, generous living room, with the dining room opening from it,
gives ample room for the entertainment of guests. The quiet welcoming fire-
place that smokes cheerfully with its friends, tends to make you feel quite at
home. The bedrooms are removed from the living part of the house by a small
lobby. This lobby also serves to screen the bath, which is conveniently placed
between the two bedrooms, and easily accessible from the main part of the
house.

The kitchen and pantries are well supplied with accommodations for
dishes, pots, pans, and bins. Beside the large bins for flour, there is provided
four small bins for salt, meal and sugar. The rear entry is between the ser-
vant’s room and the kitchen, and will also be used as a laundry.

All the outside finish is of rough lumber. The sides are of twelve-inch
redwood boards, lapped about ten inches to the weather. The outside will be
stained a dark sepia, with a white sash and a tile red roof.
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Bungalow of My. Bernard Ransom. Wil.iam Knowles. Architect

Living Room in Bungalow of Mr. Bernard Ransom. William Knowles, Architect
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Dintng Room 1n Bungalow of Myr. Bernard Ransom. William Knowles Architect

Lsving Room in Bungalow of Mr. James Ballentine. William Knowles. Architect
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Bungalow of Mr. Jasmes Ballentine
William Knowles, Architect

There will be little or no wood finish in the interiors, the desired effects
will be obtained by carefully selected papers. The picture mold will mitre over
the heads of doors and windows, forming a very effective and inexpensive
cap.

The bedrooms, bath and kitchen will be done in white enamel. The bath
and kitchen wainscot will be of metile, marked off in small squares. These
small bungalows grow in interest as the garden and vines obtain a more lux-
urious growth. The effect of age, with its quiet low tone, can not be had with-
out the help of nature. Each year finds the garden and bungalow more closely
drawn together.

***

A California Railroad Depot

The Southern Pacific Railroad Company is preparing to build a new depot
at Berkeley, which will be especially designed to harmonize with the college
architecture in that city. The building, of French Renaissance, consists of two
main sections connected by an arcade. It is 190 feet in extreme length and 41
feet wide. An arcade 11 feet wide extends along the entire west front and
both ends of the building. It will be constructed of red pressed brick, with
light buff terra cotta trimmings and copper roof and cornice. The arcade is in
the Doric order, made of reinforced concrete covered with terra cotta. The
entablature and pediment carry out the same color scheme. The north wing
of the building contains a smoking room, baggage room, etc. The south wing
contains the waiting room, retiring room and ticket office. The interior of the
waiting room, which is 45 x 25 feet with a 23-foot ceiling, is to be finished in
light buff brick with terra cotta trimmings and to have an elaborate terra cotta
fireplace with an ornate hammered copper hood at one end. The walls of the
waiting room will be finished in paneled designs by a famous sculptor, executed
in terra cotta by California manufacturers. The wood finish throughout will
be of Eastern oak; special designs in electric light fixtures will be introduced.
Between the two wings of the building will be a grass plot surrounded by an
ornamental fence, cement walks, etc. The surrounding grounds will also be
laid off with lawns and cement walks.
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The Municipal Encouragement of Better Building

By F. W. FITZPATRICK

AN FRANCISCO has been sorely tried, cruelly wounded, indeed, but
her people have given the world splendid evidence of American grit
and stamina. During the trying days they behaved splendidly, and

since then have we had many an occasion to congratulate them upon
their magnificent recuperative powers and the unity and virility of their
efforts and success in re-establishing order out of chaos and the founda-
tion of a still greater city. We hear some lament anent the flimsiness
of the temporary buildings that have been permitted to go up, but we
realize the craving one must feel for shelter, the urgency of the case, and
would not blame your people if they insisted upon erecting merely tents
instead of the wood and galvanized iron shacks that are being built by
the thousand. It would have been an insufferable hardship to have in-
sisted upon better construction. But the authorities should have made
some restriction, so that there would be swathes of open spaces around
more or less limited areas—in other words, four or five blocks of tem-
porary buildings should have been permitted, then an open space all
about, and then more temporary blocks. As it is, if fire once secured
headway again, it would mean the total destruction, not only of these
cheap buildings, but of costly stocks. Fire occurring in several places
at once, thus cutting up the efforts of the brigade, would be exceed-
ingly hard to manage, and San Franciscans, of all people, must be im-
pressed with the possibility of almost any imaginable accident.

But the question of fire in these temporary buildings is not the
one I wished to write about in these brief notes, important though it
be. Nor will we say much about the certainty that many of those “tem-
porary” buildings will become more or less permanent fixtures, a source
of anxiety and danger, a menace to the entire city, and the cause of
very considerable additional expense being incurred in making surround-
ing permanent buildings more fire-proof than they would have to be
were it not for this menace. The matter I have in mind at the present
moment is the splendid opportunity San Francisco has to encourage her
citizens and help them to build their permanent buildings well.

The State or municipal government has been exceedingly punctilious
about enforcing the laws that define the duties of the individual toward
itself, but it has somewhat tardily recognized its obligations toward the
individual. The awakening has been with a sort of start, and we have
gone to the extreme that some people have fairly turned purple in call-
ing us rampantly ‘“paternalistic.” We have enacted laws relating to
health, wise sanitary measures, others looking to the comfort, the lib-
erty of the individual; we even legislate now to the end that nothing
but pleasant sights shall be seen by the individual at least in our streets.
We eliminate deformed and repulsive beggars, projecting signs, cattle,
noisy vendors, etc. The State steps in and, to a degree at least, pre-
vents one or a combination of men from fleecing or extorting from the
individual. It educates his children, carries away the refuse from his
house; it cares for the sick, the very poor, the aged. But its tendencies,
an hereditary trait handed down from medieval times, are still to take
hold of things as a sort of last resort—efforts towards cure seem to be
more natural to it than anything in the creative way, or prevention of
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troubles. In so many things the State does literally the amputation that,"
alas, is all too frequently necessary, and spends vast sums in that am-
putating while insignificant expenditures would have been all that was
necessary to have prevented the evils that made the amputation neces-
sary. Talk of consistency! We spend millions in prisons, hospitals, poor-
houses, and such institutions, while we are niggardly indeed with our
school funds, health boards, and other preventive agencies, that, if proper-
ly and more liberally handled, would reduce by half or more the expenses
incurred for the cure.

So with fire, the municipality spends millions in alleged fire protec-
tion, but when you suggest the expenditure of five cents for municipal
fire-prevention, why, the authorities look at you askance and feel cer-
tain that an attempt is going to be made to rob the till. One thing could
be done, however, a splendid preventive measure, that would not cost
the municipality one cent and that would, in time, cut off a very large
percentage of the expenditure now incurred for fire cure. One of the
city’s most sacred rights is the imposition of taxes, a lien against prop-
erty that takes precedence of all else, -a sacred and inalienable right,
but, in heaven’s name, is there any reason why that right should not be
intelligently exercised?

As things are now, if a man, besides being business-like and appre-
ciative of his own welfare and the security of his property, is public-
spirited enough to build well and refrains from making his property a
source of danger to that of his neighbor, a source of anxiety and expense
to his city, and puts into that building in the way of fire-proof construc-
tion and general betterment a much larger sum than what indifferent
existing laws we do have compel him to, why, the assessor comes along
and says that the total value of that building is so much, including the
cost of those aforesaid betterments, and, therefore, the man’s taxes must
be so much—a fixed per cent that is the same all around—so that the
man is not only taxed upon the value that he may be expected to get
out of his property, but is taxed upon the additional amount he has
already taxed himself pro bono publico, and, unnecessarily, from some view-
points—a compounded affair; inequitable, unjust!

That man has built well enough that there is but little danger of his
property being much damaged by fire or of its being the cause of damage
to adjacent property. That building of his will not give any work to the
fire department. Indeed, he could get along without that department.
Salaries and cost of apparatus, etc., constitute a very heavy item of -city
expenditure—a goodly share of our taxes go to the defraying of that ex-
pense.

The other man, a sort of Buddenseick, builds a tenement. He and
his architect labor with the building department to secure exemptions;
they “skin” the building everywhere they possibly can. The safety of
the property is not the question. The one thing is to get the very great-
est return possible in rents. Those rents will be high enough so that
he can afford to pay the pretty stiff rating the insurance companies mulct
him; if the building burns down, why, they will pay him for it; if any
lives are lost, why, that is none of his business. The city wishes to pro-
tect life, however, and, perhaps, additional ladders and other provisions
are made so as to safeguard that very building; the fire department
watches it very carefully; it is one they are sure to be called to, sooner
or later. The assessor comes along. The property is worth so much,
and it is manifest, even to him, that it was built very cheaply; the total
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investment is small, howbeit that the danger is great, and Mr. Man is
assessed on his cheap to him, but expensive building to his city, at just
exactly the same rate as the other man.

What justice is there in that? ‘

How much better, more just and equitable, and what an encourage-
ment it would be to good building if taxes were on a sliding scale, ar-
ranged according to classes of building—class A, class B, and so on. The
minimum rate assessed against the very best buildings, those well-built
and in which every precaution is taken to prevent fire, and the very max-
imum tax levied against old fire-traps and buildings that are a menace
to all about them and on account of which nine-tenths of all our great ex-
pense for fire-protection has to be incurred.

It would not only encourage better building, but it would be a very
great incentive to the general improvement of property and the elimination
of old rookeries in cities.

The insurance companies could do as much for us as this proposed
system of taxation. They could make their rates on poorly built buildings
prohibitive, so that a man would have to build well. But they have not
the public weal at heart. We cannot expect them to do anything public-
spirited. Insurance companies are managed for private gain. Insurance
is essentially a gamble, and there will be no remedial rates established
as long as there is any possibility of the companies winning out in that
gamble. Besides, when a great disaster occurs, as at San Francisco, why,
they can repudiate the claims against them, or fight them, or “settle”
them. Or they can go out of business, or they can raise the rates
slightly " all over the country, and it is such a vast country that they
can soon refund themselves for such a colossal loss as even that of San
Francisco.

No, we need expect but very little from the insurance companies. The
cure lies in the direction of the reform of municipal taxes. That reform
would not be very difficult, and it would soon be brought about if people
would only wake up to their own privileges, and rights, and advantages,
and insist upon them. The municipality exists for and by them; why
have they not sense enough to do that governing—their own governing
right?

We have harped on this reform in taxes for years.. How hopeless
it almost seems to secure anything of that kind and how one has to literally
fight himself to not repeat what a great capitalist once said about the
dear people! It is only by persistent and never-ending hammering that
we have secured any reforms in the past, and, trying as it is, we will keep
on that hammering in this matter, too, until something is accomplished.
Our people have not been responsive, as I say, but that the suggestion is
a practicable one is proven by the fact that Paris, quick at realizing the
possibilities of any suggestion, whether from its own people or from
abroad, has adopted this idea and has it in successful operation. More
than that, it has gone a step farther, and is encouraging the beautifying of
its buildings, as well as their proper construction. It actually awards
prizes to the architects of its most beautiful private buildings and remits
a certain percentage of taxes to the owners of those buildings for
having “taken steps to assist in making of it the most beautiful city in the
world.”

I suppose if we should suggest such a system of prizes, as well as
remitted taxes, therc would be those who should fairly shriek “patern-
alism!”
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On the following ten pages will be found
The Competitive Plans for

THE BANK OF ITALY

SAN FRANCISCO

el " p

As presented by Architects

Frank T. Shea Charles Paff & Co.

Ralph Warner Hart Stone & Smith

Sutton & Weeks Loring P. Rixford

L. Mastropasqua William Mooser & A. M. Milwain

CONDITIONS:
Building to be from eight to ten stories
high; Class A Construction
and to cost $120,000
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Ralph Warven Hart. Architect

07 7Kt

UNIVERSITY

31



32

The Architect and Engineer of California

Front Elevation. Bank of ltaly
Snutton & Weeks. Architects
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Charles Paff & Company. Architects



Digitized by GOOS[Q



36

The Architect and Engineer of California

Stone & Smith, Architects
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L. Mastropasqua. Designer
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Loring P. Rixford., Architect
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Government Buildings and the Tarsney Act
By WILLIAM A. NEWMAN, Architect

HE construction of Government buildings has always been a matter of pub-
lic interest and at the present time in the various magazines appear several
complimentary articles, giving much credit for the good work and con-

struction which has been shown in our Federal buildings.

Certain of the larger public buildings in this country,such as the PostOffices
at Cleveland, Ohio, and Indianapolis, Indiana, and the Custom House buildings
at New York City, Baltimore and San Francisco, have been designed by suc-
cessful architects in competitions authorized by what is known as the Tarsney
Act.

As a general rule the smaller buildings are usually assigned to the office of
the Supervising Architect. The largest building which Mr. Taylor has de-
signed and completed at this date, is the magnificent new Post Office and Court
House building in San Francisco.

If a building is to be constructed by the Supervising Architect of the
Treasury Department, all the drawings and specifications are gotten out and
the contracts awarded at his office in Washington, where a large force of ex-
pert assistants is constantly employed. As soon as operations begin a Govern-
ment Superintendent of Construction is stationed at the building to direct the
progress of the work, until its completion and acceptance.

If, however, the building is to be erected under the provisions of the Tars-
ney Act, the following is a synopsis of the modus operandi:

The United States Statutes at Large, Vol. 27, Chapter 146, authorize the
Secretary of the Treasury, for such buildings as he may select, to obtain plans
and specifications for the erection of public buildings for the United States
authorized by Congress, by competition among architects; provided that the
general supervision of the work shall continue in the office of the Supervising
Architect of the Treasury Department, who is the representative of the Gov-
ernment in all matters connected with the erection and completion of such
buildings.

At least five architects of good professional standing, who are citizens of
the United States, shall be invited to submit plans, drawings and specifications,
to be passed upon as to merit by a commission appointed by the Secretary of
the Trea