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Convention A Success !
Croffsmonship Awards

Presenfed
The annual convention of the lowa

Chapter, A.l.A., held at Holel Savery
in Des Moines rrust be raled one of
the most successful get-togethers ever
held by the membership.

"Oz" Thorson brought his presidency
of the Chap+s1 to a handsome climax
and stepped oul of office with what
sounded suspiciously like a siqh of relief.

"Gerry" Griffi+h stepped manfully
into the president's spot as the unani-
mous choice of the members assembled.
Bill Parish was elected vice president
by another unanimous voie.

Stan Ver Ploeg and Clair Weintz
were re-elected secretary and lreasurer
respectively. See page three for con-
vention hiqhliqhts.

OFFICERS, I955
President Gerald Griffi+h
Vice Presidenf-,..,, .-... --William Parish
Secrefary---.., , ..... ---Sianley Ver Ploeg
Treasurer...-.. --.-.Clair Weintz

PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL
RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Robert Savage, Chairman

James Walsh
Don McKeown

Willram Woodburn
Paul Skiles

" lowa Architect" is published bi-monthly
for lowa Chapter, American lnstitute of Ar-
chitects, and mailed withouf charge. Ap-
pearance of names and pictures of products

1 seruices in editorial or advertising copy
es not constitute endorsement of eilher

the A.l.A., or this chapter. Ediior: Robert E.

Savage, 931 59th Sireei, Des Moines, lowa.
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"CECO"-Steel and aluminum casements and proiected; steet iniermediate,
archifectural proiected and industrial.
"CLEARVIEW"-Aluminum glass louver windows and doors.
"CUPPLES"-Aluminum double hung, proiected and combination.
"GENERAL BRONZE"-Aluminum double hung, picture and sliding win-
dows and NEW glass doors.
"TRU-SEAL"-Series 53 and 100 aluminum awning windows.
"VAMPCO"-Aluminum intermediate proiected and combination.
"WlNCO"-Aluminum ribbon windows and glass block ventilators.

It will pay you io specify products represented by a reliable
local company which will look afler your interests.

8E?tCR EurtDtllG PIODUCtS SrNCE !9tr-

Eowa CoNcnETE tslocc{ e MarcnEAE- Co.
CONCFETE BLOCKS . HAYDITE BLOCKS. CONCRETE JOIST. CHANNEL ROOF SLAaS

OWENS-ILL|NO|S GLASS BLOCKS . LANNON STONE . CHAMPION SAWS & BLADES
SANY[lETAL TOILET COMPARTMENTS . STEEL & ALUMINUM WINDOWS . METAL SPECIALTIE9

CONCRETE SILOS . CORN CRIaS . STOCK TANKS

820 S. W. Ninth Street Des Moines 9. lowi

A phone call-wire, or letter to
any of these companies will get
prompt action. Whatever your needs
. . . extra quality, beaufy, durability,
and all the ofher features of clay
products specify one of our time-
tested products. Our sales engineers
are always at your service.

BACK-UP TILE
GLAZED TILE

FACE TILE COMMON BR.ICK

THE MASON CITY BNICK AND TILE COMPANY
MASON CITY. IOWA

55' BUILOEIS EICHAiOE BLDG. 43! E|OICOTI 8LOO,
HINN'A'OTIs. MIiiISOTA SI, PAU!, MINNEsOTA

PH. CE 6-789 ?H. GA 7-22r
THE DEs MotitEs cLAy coMpaNy

Dtr MorNE9. rowl
THE OTTUMWA SNICX ANO TILE COMPANY

IHE OS(AIOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY

THE REOFIEID BRICN ANO TILE COMPANY

THE JOHNSTON Ct-AY WOn(S. rNC.

FLOOR TILEFINE FACE BRICK
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The mimeographed minutes of +he

convenlion are being mailed to each
member along with this issue of lowa
Architect, so this report will content
itself with a quick look at such high-
lights as:

The feeling of warmth and pride at
fhe banquet as "Oz" Thorson handed
out the first craffsmanship awards. (See
story on page four.)

The panic when "Smitty" announced
fhat the liquid refreshmenfs had dis-
appeared only a couple of hours before
the cocktail hour. (lt developed that
fhe architects' goods had been mistaken
as surplus from a previous convention
and hauled away. Fast work retrieveo'
the supply in the nick of time.)

lThe fhought - provoking speech by
..oberl Lederer, A.l.A., reported on
page 6.

Gene O'Neil's sad blunder is for-
gel'ting his wife's birthday in the press
of convention business.

The uneasy expressions of the broih-
ers as their wives assembled for a spe-
cial showing of furs.

The stimulating panel discussion on
school conslruction costs and financing
featuring J. C. Wright, superintendenf
of public insfruction, A. B. Grimes and
Prof. Steve Knezevich. Waldo Dean,
Grant Voorhees and Bill Parish repre-
sented the architects.

The facf ihat three business sessions
were not enough to complete fhe busi-
ness of the convenfion.

Spec Redd-and Smifty-at the pi-
ano and fhe "sober observers" deliqht
in watching personalities emerge as the
bar reopened afler the banquel and
dancino beoan.

,A \Talbot Jones' discussion of the move-
rnent to reclaim blighted areas in cities.
He described the establishment of Pub-

Iic Authoriiies to buy, clear and sell
rings of decay around business areas.
(An idea for your community? Archi-
tects could lead the way.)

Ray Hueholt's dedication to duty as
reservation chairman, even though his
wife had a baby in the midst of it all.

Walt Moeller's talk and his generous
offer" to include architects in the mail-
ing of lhe Master Builders' legislative
bu lletin.

Frank McNett, director of the central
slates disfricl, thanking the members
for inviting him to lhe convention and
saying he enioyed it "immensely."

The good work-the hard work-done
by the officers and the committees in
making the 1955 convention one of the
best.

QUESTIONS . . .
AND COMING EVENTS

The Spring meeiing with the student
chapter will be held at lowa Stale Col-
lege, A.,"nes, April 13.

Where to hold lhe Summer meeting?
The suggestion has been made that lowa
architects have a dinner meeting dur-
ing the National convention in Minne-
apolis June 18. This would take fhe
piace of the summer meeting. Let
President "Gerry" know what you fhink.

Have you contacled your legislators
on a state building code? The word is

fhat chances for passage of a code
are better now than af anv time in
recenl years. The building i'ndustry is
behind this movement.

GRIFFITH PARISH
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The Craftsmen
The lowa Chapter, A.l.A., presented lowa's firsf

craftsmanship awards io workers in the buildinq
trades at the annual convention in Des Moines.
Awards vr'ere presented to:

Fred Gienger,, Glodorook, for "exceptional pride and abiliiy in his
work as a bricklayer." Gienger, 52, has been a bricklayer for 2i years.
He is employed by ihe Gethmann Consiruction Co. of Gladbrook. GIENGER

Domenic Giacomuzzi, 1953 S. E. Ninth st.,
Des Moines, {or his "consiant concern to pro-
duce a product of outslanding quality." Gia-
comuzzi, 64, has been a cement finisher for 50
years. He is with the Weitz Co.

Jake Vlaanderen, Siou City a carpenter

GIACOMUZZI VLAAN DEREN

EDWARDS GUIZZETII

for 45 years, for "constanlly slriving for pcr-
tection" and as an inslruclor {o. apprenlices.
Vlaanderen,65, is employed by the W. A.
Klinger Co. in Sioux City.

Carl V. Edwards,3327 Sixty,first st., Des
Moines, for "consianlly demanding the highest
quality workmanship of himself and others."
Edwards,56, has been a mdson {or 33 years.
He is a foreman {or Ringland Johnson, Inc.,
here.

,Jim J. Guizzel+i, 1544 W. Elevenlh st., Des
Moines, for "working always to the ulmocl of
his abil,ty" and for "eagerness to accept added
responsibiiity." Guizzetti,30, is a laborer {or
the W. H. Breiholz Co. and lhe youngest award
winner.

George Gebard, 1900 E. Twenty-firsl s1., Des
Moines, {or "excellence in welding, reworki'
and designing ornamental iron. A foreman,.
the Weitz Co., Gebard, 4l , has been un i.o}i
worker for l7 years.

George Hunnicutt, 803 | Ashworth rd., Des
Moines, for "intense inierest in delivering high
grade work and obility to maich colors. Hun-
nicutt, 55, has been a painter {or 45 years. He
is a foreman for Arthur H. Neumann Co. here.

Rex Sylvesler, Davenport, for "ouistanding
efforts lo improve workmanship, methods and
maierials in electrical installafions." Cifed
also for educational work among apprentices,
Sylvester,59, has been an electrician for 37
yed rs.

Paul Musselman, 1639 Arlington si., Des
Moines, for "great pride in producing good
work" and for "exceptional ability in orna-
mental plastering." Musselman,54, has been
a plasterer for 40 years. He is a {oreman {or
the Arlhur H. Neumann Co.

Sylvester and Musselman were unable io
attend the presentation ceremony and received
their awards loter.

The awards are based on abiliiy, experience,
loyalty io fhe iob, infegriiy "and that quality
of craftsmanship fhat makes a man give his
besi, day after day," according to O. H. Thor-
son, immediate past presideni, who presented
the awards.

Chapier members are asked to sta* watch-
ing for craftsmen on their various iobs and
advise contractors thai the award ,?pSIu.\,in operation. Contractors or archilects cai-
nominate workers for the awards.GEBARD HUNNICUTT
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il'CIy We Lecture A Bit?
The members attending the annual convention in Des Moines gen-

erously gave the Public Relations committee a vote of confidence.
Votes of confidence are dangerous things. lt gives the people re-
ceiving lhem the feeling that they can siart talking. That s the feeling
we've got and we are starting.

First, we remind those who heard it
and tell lhose who didn't that the lowa
Press Association has told its member
papers noi to prini stories from the
Chapter because architects do not ad-
vertise.

This hasn't been done because the
papers +hink thev are missing a lot o{
revenue from archiiects. lt's a matter
of principle mixed up wi+h a consider-
able amount o{ misunderstanding on all
sides.

Papers think archiiects won't adver-
tise because they feel exalfed. Archi-
tects think papers won t give them

-tedit because some editorial conspir-
.y is afoot.
As long as these attitudes exisf, mis-

taken though they may be, architects
are going to have a rather dim rela-
tionship with the newsoapers.

The first siep would seem fo be to
remove the m'isconception that archi-
tecls look down on advertising ds some-
lhing unworthy in itself.

Architects can sponsor adver-
tising as long as that advertising
does not name an architect or
architectural firm. This is sfrictly
within the ethical code of the
A.l.A.

One or a group of architects in a
community can sponsor congratulatory
advertising or co-operative advertising
on the completion of new buildings, on
civic evenls or achievements, or as a
public service.

For example, chapter members in
Dubuque recently sponsored a small
congra+ulatory ad on the opening of a

free bridge across the Mississippi. The
ad was signed: 'Dubuque members of
the lowa Chapter, American Institute of
Architects. "

The cost to each Dubuque member
was small and the ad improved rela-
tions with ihe local paper for ALL archi-
tects in ihe city, according to reports.

That s our poinf. Architects in a com-
munity can co-operate to place an ad
when there seems to be a legitimate
reason for doing so. The resuit will be
better press relations for ALL.

For example, a small ad signed for
lhe lowa Chapter, A.l.A. could offer
congratulations on the completion of a

new, architecturally designed building:
suggest support of a civic proiect; honor
local award winners; observe local
eve nts.

The Public Relations committee has
mals of the A.l.A. seal available for use
in this type of advertising.

THIS AD MAT IS AVAILABLE

Chapter members may ob+ain a mat of the
A.l.A. seal for small-space advertising by
writing to Robert Savage, 931 59th St.,
Des Moines. Enclose $ I .00 to cover costs.



"This I BelieYe"
(Excerpts from a speech "Yes, We

Have No Tradition," by Robert Lederer,
A.l.A., director of design for Vandel
Brothers, Chicago, delivered at lhe an-
nual convenlion of ihe lowa Chapter
in Des Moines.)

'. The poinl in queslion is that
architecture has been a derailed art for
over a cenlury.

"For the last 100 years or more no
building has been built which still looked
as good affer, let us say 20 years, as it
did when if was new.

"Generations of architects have been
given a simple-sounding formula,'Form
follows Funclion.' This formula has
never helped me in arriving at a so-
lution.

"From the architect's viewpoint, func-
fion becomes too complex to be con-
sidered a good delermining factor in
the solution of a form problem.

"ll seems to me that Frank Lloyd
Wright and many of his conlemporaries
around the end of the last cenfury and
ever since have relied loo much on their
iniuilion in the creation of contempo-
rary form.

'What accounts {or the fact that
fheir buildings became dated rather
fhan poinling toward a tradifion of to-
morrow is their unawareness of the need
to inlegrate themselves into the tra-

fl:'""", 
pattern which still exists around

" lt is our obiective to reconstruct
our own would-be civilization, applying
the archeologist's methods in reverse
in order to find out whereto civilization
would have developed i{ cerfain in-
fluences had nol occurred.

"The archilecl has to know what can
be done by the different crafts and
what fheir finished products should look
like.

"He should know how the skilled
cra{isman uses his lools and he should
understand the properties of his ma-
terials and he will find inspiration for
his design by basing his thinking upon
skilled use of tools and materials. He

will then design in tune with the .
o{ our times 5nd not contrary fo\rrgn

"The stvle of architecture of tl.
twentieth Jen+rry has to fit the AmeriY
can Executive.

"We should realize thal the American
Executive has far loo much respect for
the value of labor to enloy osteniaiion.

"There is an importani question which
has to be answered if we want to arive
at a practical formula for solving the
basic question, 'How cdn we create en-
vironments which are enioyable to our
contemporaries?'

'Again referring to the eternal
scheme which seems lo govern the
coming and going of civilizations, it
can be said that ihere have always
been compensaling factors for every
'lost' skill.

"One important compensating {actor
has been gained in new possibilities
offered to us in ihe application of light.

'Light should be used to achieve a

composition in space, similar lo the two
dimensional compositions which the
great painters of the pasf have createl
in their paintings. \-

Fleetlite
window

S'I'OPS \YINI) - DUST
NOISE-HIIAT-COLD

Extruderl alunrinutn double
rvindon, col)pletely \4,eath-

erstripped. Cleans ftom the
inside. 0pens instantly.
Write for rletails.

DIIS }IOINES }'ACTORY

East 20th & Ilaple
Phone 62-3484



318 No. llth St.

JOHNSON MACHINE WORKS, lnc.
P. O. Box 251

Charilon, lowa

This shows a typical example o{

intricate fabricating in non-ferrous
metals which we regularly do in

our shop.

From experience, we know thal
a small change in the design can

make a great difference in shop

costs.

We would be pleased to work
with you to eliminate unnecessary

[abricating costs.

Phones 109 & 291

The new lowa Machinery and Supply Company building in Des Molnes is an outstanding
example of conslruciion for use both as office and warehouse with ADEL CLAY
PRODUCTS. The froni of this building is ADEL 5 x l2 Face Tile the sides and
rear are ADEL 8 x l2 Face Tile. Caldbeck Construction Company of Des Moines was
the contractor.

BEFORE you build, look over ADEL CLAY'S complele line of masonry building materials
. you'll be happier if you do.

ADEL CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
I I 18 Mulberry Street Des Moines, lowa

Member Slruclural Clay Products Company
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JUST (IFF THE PRESS!'

Send tor Your Copy of CLAY TILE FTOORS Now!

You will want this informative liferature on Clay Tile Floors.

It explains why it pays to specify this time tested and proven
floor material and shows construction details for Combination
One-Way System, Combination Two-Way System, and Tile and
Concrete Floors On Grade. Your copy sent free on request.

a

Structurql Cloy Products lnstitute
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REGION 6 AM ES, IOWA
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