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Annual Summer Outing Calls Architects

_

To Lake Okoboji For June 28, 29, 30

Recreation and Relaxation are the key words for the 1957 Summer Outing of

the lowa Chapter of the A.LLA. and President James Walsh, working with his con-
vention chairman George Russell, has prepared a program that allows members
to take their pick from the theme words.

Members will be "on your own" most of the time during the weekend at Lake
Okoboji, but enough group activities have been planned to tie the chapter mem-
bers together for renewal of friendships, exchange of ideas and congenial com-

parisons of projects, clients and personal accomplishments.

The Convention planner has arranged
for Vacation Village, a well-appointed
family resort on the western shore of
Lake Okoboji, to handle the over-all
hosting chores during the weekend, and
arriving architects can check into their
cabins beginning at | p.m. Friday, June
28.

Boats, swimming, fishing, golf, and
just plain rest and relaxation are among
the pleasurable events available during
the afternoon, while the evening meal
consists of a smorgasbord prepared by
the capable crew which handles the visi-

~=r feeding details for Vacation Village.
at event opens at 6:30 P.M., and the
.dications are that it will last two hours.

A family roundup is set for that eve-
ning at the Village Hall, the indoor
recreational center which is among the
facilities offered by the northwestern
lowa resort. The pre-meeting program
lists the starting time of this event at
8:00 P.M., with no closing time on the
schedule.

Vacation Village's operators, Bob and
Keith Ross, have placed emphasis on the
family aspect of conventions and meet-
ings, and facilities are available for
shore games as well as water play for
the children. Baby sitters are available
on call, making it possible for the grown-

(Continued on page 4)
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AWARDS AND SHULMAN ARE HIGHLIGHTS
OF A.LLA. SPRING MEETING AT AMES

Presentation of awards to oufstanding students and a descriptive report of what
is happening throughout the nation as huge fracts of land are turned into housing
developments were the two major features of the spring meeting of the lowa

~~

Chapter of AlLA. at Ames, April 17.

Judging, under the direction of the Education Committee began in the morning
and the judges found much work showing creative and artistic talent.

President Walsh presided over a brief business session during the afternoon
during which committee reports were presented and dates for the Summer Outing

at Lake Okoboji were announced.

Julius  Shulman, whose work as an
architectural photographer is known
throughout the country, was the prin-
cipal speaker at the banquet Wednes-
day evening.

Shulman described himself as an ob-
server of architecture and architectural
trends. He asserted that ''the in-
vestor's dollar has become the goal of
everyone in the world," and he de-
clared that this means developments
are being made in the quickest possible

Y.

Of new uses of materials, he said his
observation is that the rapid rise of
glass issues are urged by the ever-in-
creasing use of glass in construction.

He expressed belief that a reason
that architects were not used to a
greater extent in residential construc-
tion was that neither the builders nor
the public have been introduced and
educated to volcabulary and meaning
of "better living" which is possible with
modern materials and construction.

He said this could be helped in part
if the builders would devote the time
to the finishing of a complete house.

Another reason, he said, for the re-
duction in the amount of residential
work done by architects is the growth
in the size ot firms.

"The overhead in the office has to
be met, thus the architect looks to the
larger and the commercial buildings."

— He said many of these architects
nnot continue in the practice of home
_asign.

Top: Shulman addresses Banquet crowd.
Bottom: Pres. Walsh, Shulman, Student Pres-
Prof. Leonard Wolf, ISC

architectural department head.

ident Carl Hunter,

Shulman used a series of color slides
to show some of the developments of
tracts of houses, and emphasized that
in many cases hundreds of houses would
be crowded into small areas although
plenty of land actually was available
for more spacious and gracious plan-
ning.

Other slides showed outstanding
examples of fine architecture including
some of the modernization of building
fronts.

Prof. Leonard Wolf acted as master
of ceremonies.
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Dodge Says Architects
Doing More Houses

Results of a survey just completed by
F. W. Dodge Corporation indicate that
architects are designing more houses in
1957 than they did last year.

Nearly 80 percent of 105 representa-
tive architectural firms interviewed in
25 cities reported that in the first quar-
ter of 1957 they were designing as
many, or more, homes as in the first
quarter of 1956.

Results of the survey, conducted by
Dodge Reports district and branch of-
fices, showed that 39 percent of the
firms were designing more homes this
year, while another 38 percent reported
no change. Only 23 per cent reported
that they were designing fewer houses
than last year.

Among the firms reporting gains
over last year, increases ranged from
10 percent to as much as 300 percent.

In reply to another question as to
whether the trend of house design ac-
tivity in their offices had been up, down
or level in recent months, 79 percent of
the firms said that the trend had been
level or upward; only 21 percent re-
ported any downtrend. Nearly 42 per-
cent actually reported an increase.

Commenting on the results of the
survey, Dodge vice president and
economist George Cline Smith said that
the uptrend in architect-designed houses
was "hardly-surprising.”

"The much publicized drop in hous-
ing starts last year occurred entirely in
government - insured programs," Dr.
Smith said, "'and conventionally-financed
housing held up throughout the year.
In the first two months of 1957, the
number of conventionally financed hous-
ing starts actually increased over the
same period of last year.

"Since conventionally-financed houses
tend to be larger and more expensive
than those financed under government
insurance programs, and since there is
a perceptible trend toward greater
floor area and higher price tags evident
from the construction contract statistics,

More Spring Meeting . . . (from page 1)

ups to take advantage of the full facili-
ties of the area.

Lake Okoboji, heralded by its are®™
residents as one of the 'True Blue
Lakes" of the world, provides a scenic
background for the Summer Outing, and
provides opportunities for boating, fish-
ing water skiing, and swimming that are
unexcelled in the state. The variations
of the shoreline, from beach to abrupt
and stony waterfronts, create many op-
portunities for scenic photos, and both
children and adults will be interested by
the many wildlife creatures to be found
in the area.

Saturday's program is an improve-
ment over Friday—particularly in the
recreation and relaxation—because the
day is longer. Breakfast begins at 7:15
AM. for those who are hungry then,
and continues until 10 A.M. for those
who prefer to take a more leisurely
pace.

Golf is on the schedule for those who
want to try their skill, power and luck
on the fine available course.

Lunch is served from 12:30 to |:35~
P.M., and you again will be on your own
for the afternoon to enjoy the |uxury
of 'time on your hands.'

Dinner Saturday evening is from 7
P.M. to 9 P.M. and there will be dancing
during the evening (from 9 P.M. to |
A.M.) to the music of the Bob Conley
Quintet.

Sunday's schedule has even less for-
mal programming than the other days,
but it still makes for a fine day. Break-
fast is available from 7:15 AM. to 10
AM., you have the morning to yourself,
but those who are not staying through
the following week are expected to be
checked out of their cabins by 12 Noon.
(That doesn't necessarily mean that you
have to be on the road home by then,
for Lake Okoboji and its environs still
will be there for your enjoyment.)

it is hardly surprising to find architect
activity on the increase in the hou

design field."
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PICTURE

2

~ OF CONCRETE MASONRY

555 MILES LONG,
10 FEET HIGH,

8 INCHES THICK
NO WINDOWS — NO DOORS

This fictional wall represents the total volume of 8” x 8” by 16”, or
equivalent, Concrete Masonry Units used in lowa structures during 1956.

IOWA ARCHITECTS specified the major portion of this large volume.

MOST OF THESE QUALITY CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS were
provided by members of the

IOWA CONCRETE MASONRY ASSOCIATION

N P.O. BOX 516 West Des Moines, lowa



Walsh, Higgins Call

NATIONAL A.lLA. MEETING THE "BEST EVER"

President James Walsh and Burdette
Higgins, reporting on the A.l.A. Na-
tional Convention at Washington, May
10 to 18, called it the best ever and
both expressed belief that the Institute
has performed invaluable services to
the profession during the recognition of
the Centennial Year of the Institute.

The lowa chapter head, who attended
the A.LA. National Convention in
Washington in May, in a report pre-
pared for the lowa Architect, expressed
belief that the theme, presentations
and speeches during the eight-day
meeting brought into sharper focus the
developing role of the architect in
America.

"The theme, 'A New Century Beck-
ons," was truly applicable as a challenge
to our membership attending the na-
tional convention," he reports.

"It appears that all present were
cognizant of the emergence of our
nation during the first half of the 20th
century to a position of international
prominence, and of the responsibilities
that such leadership demands in the
complex world of today.

"l had a feeling at the convention
that the American archifect, as an
individual, realizes that the rest of the
members of the profession are looking
toward architecture to serve human
needs, including the social, educational,
economical, industrial and govern-
mental.

"I believe most of the membership
left the convention with the individual
determination to meet that challenge
in the development and execution of
their individual projects during the last
half of the 20th Century," Walsh de-

clared.

The lowa chapter president also said
that it appears that 'because of the
complex nature of our society, the
architect is becoming more and more
dependent upon many fypes of con-
sultant and thus his role as an adminis-

trator is becoming ever more impors
tant."”

Walsh also reports that he observed
a strong trend foward growth in the
size of architectural firms.

“In my opinion, this was the best
organized and best programmed Con-
vention of the A.LA. and reached the
highest level of any | have atfended.
Alexander C. Robinson I, and his Con-
vention Committee deserve the praise
of the entire Institute.” Higgins said.

Higgins commented upon the ex-
cellence of the organization of activities.
He noted that the entire first day was
left open for registration only, with
the result of more orderly registration
and a well-attended opening session
that evening. He also noted that many
architects used the day for a tour of
Washington.

Higgins was complimentary of the
scheduling that presented just one
major porfion of the program at a tim
In the past, he said, '"programs have
been too full, with two or more panels
of interest scheduled at the same time."

Two integral and well-planned parts
of the Convention, the exhibition en-
titled "One Hundred Years of Amer-
ican Architecture' at the National Gal-
lery of Art, and the boat trip down the
Potomac to Mt. Vernon were "'memor-
able and enjoyable," Higgins reported.

The Institute was the recipient of
many honors and gifts from other
Architectural Institutes and Societies
throughout the world in commemora-
tion of the Centennial, and these pre-
sentations were dignified and impres-
sive.  Unfortunately, the new Fellows
of AlLA. were inducted at a Luncheon
of Fellows instead of at the Annual
Dinner as has been the custom previous-
ly. As a result, the Convention at Large
missed this impressive ceremony.

The registration was the largest in
the history of A..A. with more than
4,000 architects in aftendance. T

(Continued on page 10) N~
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The Portland Cement Association, a national
organization dedicated to improving the quality of
concrete and other portland cement products, is
at your service on special construction problems.

Through this office architects, engineers and
builders can obtain assistance and information on
concrete mixtures, methods and construction proce-
dures. New developments from the PCA’s labora-
tories in Chicago and in field tests coast to coast are
published in scientific reports and technical booklets.

Concrete has many advantages—great strength,
unusual durability and resistance to fire, weather,
wind, rats and termites. It delivers low-annuval-cost
construction, the true measure of economy.

Whether you are a large or small cement user,
there’s helpful information on concrete construc-
tion in the PCA’s large assortment of free literature.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

408 Hubbell Bldg., Des Moines 9, lowa

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of portland cement and
concrete . . . through scientific research and engineering field work.
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20 Awards and Honors Mark ISC Program

Following judging by representatives of the lowa Chapter of A.LA., studer
selection, and selection of scholarship and other award winners by faculty and="
college representatives, awards were announced April 17 for the following students

at lowa State College:

Those winning in architecture were
Bruce Alexander, 632 Allen Street,
Waterloo, first place, $25; Donovan
Seaboch, 3029 Oxford, Des Moines,
second place, $15; Thomas Reilly, 1610
West 6th, Sioux City, third place, $10:
John Buenz, 515 West 6th, Ogallala,

Neb., honorable mention.

In architectural engineering awards
were given to Bernard Jones, 1103
North 13th, Estherville, first place, $25;
Leon Langbartels, 1320 Robinson, Knox-
ville, second place, $15; Robert Kruse,
111 Clary St., Worthington, Minn,,
third place, $10.

Robert Aegerter, 1306 South Lake,
Sioux Falls, S. D., a fourth year archi-
tecture student, won the $25 Student
Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects Award.

Dale Nederhoff, Wellsburg, won the
Charles Frederick Bowers Memorial
Prize of architectural books or equip-
ment for the best record in professional
courses in his senior year.

Donald Leo Smith, Raub, Indiana,
won the Alpha Chi Rho Medal awarded
to the senior in architecture who has
shown ability for leadership and per-
formed willing service for the school
and the department.

William Snyder, Breda, and Keith
Ancel Covey, Ames, won Karl Keffer
awards given annually to two students
of architecture and architectural engi-
neering who have shown by their aca-
demic work and related activities
promise of high level of performance
toward the professional practice of
architecture. Each award amounts to

$100.

Three Architecture Faculty prizes
were awarded two sophomores and one
freshman in architecture in recognition

of high scholastic standing in their
sophomore and freshman academic sub-
jects. The three book awards were to
Richard Campbell, Ames, Roger Burns,
Cedar Rapids, both sophomores, and
James Green, Grundy Center, a fresh-
man.

Frederick Wolf, Waverly, won the
Durrant and Bergquist award of $50
given annually to the architecture stu-
dent in his fourth year who has demon-
strated the highest level of attainment
in his academic work.

Harold Sawyers, Vail, won the Leo A.
Daly award of $250 given annually to
the student in the department of archi-
tecture who, by his academic achieve-
ment, has shown great competence in
theory and enthusiasm for practice i
the field of building design. ~—

Vitolds Vitols, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Peteris Vitols, Riga, Latvia, won the
Book Award of the Henry Adams Fund
of the American Institute of Architects
given annually fo the architectural
student in an accredited architectural
school who is outstanding in scholarship,
personality and promise of successful
professional practice.

Bruce Alexander, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Alexander, 632 Allen Street,
Waterloo, won the School Medal of the
American Institute of Architects, given
annually fo the student in the depart-
ment of architecture in an accredited
architectural school who is outstanding
not only in scholarship, but also in
personality and promise of successful
professional practice.

James Merry was announced as the
winner of the $400 General Electt
scholarship for 1957-58. He is a junio™=
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Judges and Award Winners

Top pictures: Keith Lorenzen (Savage & Ver Ploeg, Des Moines) and Thomas Atherton (Karl
Keffer & Assoc., Des Moines) examine some of the award-winning displays during the Spring
A.lLA. meeting at Ames. Center left: Award winners H. Keith Sawyers, Donald L. Smith, Fred
H. Wolf, and Robert Aegerter. Center right: Keith Lorenzen of lowa A.l.A., Award winners

“ruce Alexander, Bernard Jones, and Robert Kruse. Lower left: Winners James Merry, Donovan
eabock, Richard Campbell, Thomas Reilly. Lower right: Winners William Snyder, K. Ancel
Covey, and Dale A. Nederhoff.
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"ARCHITECT" EXPANDING;
How Many For You?

Acting to move the "lowa Architect”
forward as a service to the profession
and to the many fine firms which ad-
vertise within its covers, the Public Re-
lations committee is proposing that the
number of copies printed each month
be increased so there will be enough
available to provide one to each pro-
fessional and technical employee of the
members.

To give the editorial staff an oppor-
tunity to compute the number of copies
necessary, Editor Jim Lynch is asking
that each architect or architectural firm
please forward a postcard bearing the
name of the firm, and the number of
copies necessary fo provide each pro-
fessional or technical employee with
the "lowa Architect."

The Public Relations committee ex-
pressed belief that the increase of cir-
culation to all persons directly con-
nected with the profession would re-
sult in stepped-up interest in the lowa
Chapter A.lLA. and its activities.

"The demonstrations of increased in-
terest in the chapter publication has
resulted in a definite increase in the
number of advertisers. We want to
produce a publication which will first
serve the lowa Chapter of A.lLA., and
which will be available to advertisers
as a means of economically reaching
the men who primarily determine the
specifications for material used in major
constructions in lowa," Editor Lynch
said.

EXPERIENCE COUNTS

In the San Quentin (prison) News, the
following item appeared under the
headline "Local Architect.” We quote:
"The Lorton Reformatory in Virginia is
about to bulld a new chapel for
$192,000. The designer, Farmer C.
Thomas, received his architectural train-
ing in the drafting classes here at San
Quentin. He is now an inmate at Lor-
ton."

More on AlA . . . (from page 6)

Annual dinner also was the largest and
many persons were unable fo obtair
tickets to this affair.

Notable speakers who appeared in-
cluded Edward A. Weeks, Jr., Editor
of Atlantic Monthly; Dr. Detlev W.
Bronk, President of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences; Paul G. Hoffman, U.
S. Representative to the United Nations
General Assembly; Dr. Paul Tillich,
world famous philosopher from Harvard
University; Philip M. Talcott, President,
U. S. Chamber of Commerce; Henry
R. Luce, Editor of Time, who was the
principal dinner speaker; the debatable
Walter Reuther, A.F.L.-C.1.O.; and Ben-
nett Cerf, a raconteur without a peer,
who commanded the largest audience
of the Convention.

VSO vears of service
to Iowa Schools

\’chalkboard (
specialists k

V’natural slate--
tomorrow's best
chalkboard

V'Armstrong cork
tackboard

V Gotham "Screw-Tite"
(economy) and

"Snap-Tite" (1lst
quality) aluminum
trim

\’Gotham chalkboards

V'the only complete
chalkboard line in
the industry

W. E. NEAL SLATE COMPANY

1121 Dartmouth Ave., S.E.
FE 9-2783

Minneapolis 14, Minn.

\r—
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specify GALVAN-O-PAINT

As made by lowa Paint Manufacturing Co. for GALVANIZED

& ZINC-COATED SURFACES

GALVAN-O-PAINT MZP (Metallic Zinc Paint) meets highest standards
as specified by American Zinc Institute, Inc.; provides the only adequate
type of protection for galvanized and zinc-coated metal surfaces. Weight
approx. 23 pounds per gallon. Pigment 80.2%, metallic zinc dust, 19.8%,
zinc oxide, per Federal and A.Z.l. specifications.

(}STOPS RUST

Pigment of zinc dust and zinc

oxide actually PREVENTS rust.

or rusted.

IT'S ELASTIC

Extraordinary elastic film
expands and contracts with
metal, maintains unbroken
coating during temperature
changes and other stresses.

STICKS FAST

Adheres tightly and perma- |
nently to metal, does not . 4K
check or peel, gives maxi- -
mum protection for many
years.

LOOKS BETTER

Natural battleship gray, at-
tractive as finish color. Use
as undercoat for other colors

if desired.

Renews zinc coating of A

metals already corroded <&
ST

EASY TO APPLY

. % Brush, dip or spray. Goes on

fast and smooth; brush marks
don't show. May be thinned
with turpentine for spraying.

=" GOES FARTHER

One gallon will cover 800 to
850 square feet—often twice
as much as other paints. Low
paint cost, minimum of labor.

LASTS LONGER

Tests show MZP gives
complete protection
from rust and corrosion
for longer period than
any other paint. (One
coat, 6-8 years.)

HIDES RUST

Completely obscures even the
darkest discolorations on old
metal surfaces. One coat does
it!

Free to Architects: Informative new booklet, “Use of
w Metallic Zince Paint to Protect Metal Surfaces.”

{ '
: PAINT MANUFACTURING CO., INCYVS:¢
] _.d"\ g

Des Moines Waterloo -
Davenport e Omaha
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THIS | BELIEVE

By Thomas J. Atherton, Architect N
Karl Keffer Associates, Architects and Engineers
Des Moines, lowa

Creative design is being lost to what might be called ""Tight Budget
Designing'’. This is particularly true in the design of public buildings
rather than buildings designed for the private individual. This change
cannot be blamed entirely on the Architect since labor and material
costs are nearing a new high. It is also evident that in a nation-wide
building boom, the greater number of buildings are public, particularly
on the state and local levels. With this quantity of public work, and
the fact that the public thinks entirely in dollars and cents, we are
meeting this situation with a square foot price and not with creative
designing.

It is my thought that creative design should give the public: (1) Full
value for each dollar spent; (2] All space designed for a particular use;
and (3) All materials used in their proper relation as well as taking

advantage of new materials developed to express a "'fresh’ design.
N

Should high costs and public-thinking excuse us for designs that are
mediocre and expensive to maintain because of the improper use of
materials?

Have we found it easier to sell ourselves to the public by the dol-
lar sign rather than by competence?

This, | believe.
RECOGNIZE Mason City Brick & Tile Co.
THE ADVERTISERS Midwest Concrete Industries

Midwest Perlite Products, Inc.

Midwest Placing C
advertising in "The lowa Archi- \Nl Zei\]earcsl;:ie g:‘Pany

tect'':

The following firms this month are

Prescolite
Adel Clay Products Co. Portland Cement Association
lowa Concrete Block Co. R. N. Smith Company
lowa Concrete Masonry Association  Structural Clay Products Institute
lowa Paint Manufacturing Co. Waterite Company
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Ay ﬂowa _/4I'CA itects

Central  Catholic  High  School

-~ Dubuque, lowa

Architects: Durant & Bergquist, Dubuque, lowa

Building plans for this proposed Central Catholic High School were developed
for the uneven contours of the site, making one portion a one-story, part two-story,
and the major part of the academic section three-story. All front entrances are
on grade at the second-story level, except the west wing (left) which on the first
floor. The rear entrances are on grade at the first floor.

The structure will be built on a 44-acre plot of ground. To the left is the H-
shaped academic portion of the school, housing 60 classrooms and laboratories.
The library, administration offices and the chapel are between the two wings. To
the right is the gymnasium-auditorium which will seat 3,000 persons.

The music department and the boys' shower and locker rooms are below the
gymnasium, with exits on grade at the rear. The cafeteria, seating 500 persons,
is located between the gymnasium and the academic portion. The ROTC rifle
range and the industrial art shops are located beneath the cafeteria.

An unusual feature of the building is a large stage, which may be opened to
either the cafeteria or the gymnasium-auditorium.

The exterior will be of brick with insulated panels finished in porcelain enamel
n the window-walls.

The parking area for 600 cars will be located east and north of the gymnasium
;shown at the right of the picture) and the athletic fields are north of the building.

— 18 —



Carl Hunter Elected
Student Chapter Head

Officers for the Student Chapter of
the A.LLA. at lowa State College, Ames,
were announced during the banquet at
the Spring A.lLA. meeting on the col-
lege campus.

Officers for 1957-58 are:

President, Carl Hunter; Vice-Presi-
dent, James Wilkins; Secretary, Linda
Murray, and Treasurer, Maynard Dal-
ton.

Prof. Carl Wise is the faculty ad-
visor for the group.

NEW BOOKS
Sweden Builds, by G. E. Kidder Smith;
Reinhold Publishing Corporation.
Watercolor, A Challenge, by Leonard
Brooks; Reinhold Publishing Corp.
Fabricating Houses from Com-

ponents Parts, by Norman Cherner;
Reinhold Publishing Corp.

EXPOSED AGGREGATE
WALL PANELS

for ENDURANCE & LONG LIFE
I. LASTS CENTURIES — NOT YEARS
2. FEWER JOINTS
3. FIRE & WIND PROOF
4.

SELF CLEANING — WATER
RESISTANT

5. EARTHQUAKE & BLAST RESISTANT

for DESIGN FREEDOM

I. COLOR — UNLIMITED SPECTRUM
2. TEXTURE

3. SIZE

4. SHAPE

for EASE OF HANDLING &
ERECTION

for ECONOMY
Midwest Concrete Industries

Des Moines, lowa

1900 Delaware AM 2-4690

Arthur Ebeling Wins Label
As “Lively Elder”

The clock keeps ticking away and on_
of lowa's outstanding architects has
been noted among the "Lively Elders"
of the state in the Picture Magazine
distributed with the Des Moines Sunday
Register.

Arthur H. Ebeling, who served 29
years as a member of the State Board
of Architectural Examiners, has been in
practice at Davenport since 1908 and
has attained four more than the off-
quoted 'three score and ten'' years.

Quoting directly from the article:

"The latest major work of Davenport
Architect Arthur H. Ebeling is the Scott
County courthouse in Davenport, for
which he drew up all the plans and
specifications.  Mr. Ebeling, a Lively
Elder of 74, considers the courthouse
one of his best accomplishments—and
he has had many since opening his
office in Davenport in 1908. In 1914,
he supervised construction of the Black
hawk Hotel. In 1920 it was the Ke
Building where his office now is. In tha
same year he designed all the buildings
for the Mississippi Valley Fair and Expo-
sition. He also has done a monastery in
Bettendorf, several St. Ambrose College

buildings, parochial schools in the
Davenport area, the Maquoketa High
School and many outstanding resi-
dences.

"Born in Rock Island, Ill., on July 17,
1882, Mr. Ebeling has lived in Daven-
port since he was 3. In his youth he
worked in a canning factory, learned
the carpenter trade, was a prinfer's
devil on the Davenport Leader and
worked in the architectural office of
G. A. Hanssen.

"Mr. Ebeling is president of the Citi-
zens Federal Savings and Loan Associa-
tion of Davenport, a member of the
Elks. He served on the lowa board of
architectural examiners for 29 years. He
and Mrs. Ebeling have a son, Paul, »
daughter, Mrs. A. N. Hall, and fo
grandchildren, all living in Davenportsa
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1957-1958 COMMITTEES
IOWA CHAPTER
AMERICAN INSTITUTE
OF ARCHITECTS

CONVENTION: George Russell, Chairman,
1201 Savings & Loan Bldg., Des Moines.

EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION: John
H. McKlveen, Chairman, 400 Southwest Forty-
second St., Des Moines; Herbert A. Arthur,
Secretary, Ames; Harold F. Bianco, Mason
City; Amos B. Emery, Keith E. Lorenzen, and
George Russell, all of Des Moines.

~

FELLOWSHIPS: Gerald |. Griffith, Chair-
man, 3810 Ingersoll, Des Moines; Charles
Altfillisch, Decorah, J. Woolson Brooks, Des
Moines.

MEMBERSHIPS: Norman Madson, Chair-
man, 515 South 6th Street, Forest City; O. H.
Thorson, Waterloo; Richard A. Utterback, Des
Moines. ’

PRACTICE OF ARCHITECTURE: Raymond
G. Bergquist, Chairman, 666 Loras Blvd., Du-
buque: Thomas J. Atherton, Des Moines 10;
Elmer H. Borg, Des Moines; Harold Himes,
lowa State College, Ames; Eugene C. O'Neil,
Des Moines; Charles Richardson, Davenport.

PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL BUILD-
INGS IN IOWA: Wm. J. Wagner, Chair-
man, 506 Shops Building, Des Moines.

PUBLIC RELATIONS (Standing Commit-

“™:): James A. Lynch, Chairman, 1800 Watrous

Street, Des Moines; Harold J. Bullington, Des
Moines; Robert C. Devoe, Cedar Falls; Allen
B. Salisbury, Sioux City; Robert E. Savage,
Des Moines; B. J. Slater, lowa State College,
Ames.

COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY (Standing Com-
mittee): R. Wayne Lyon, Chairman, 5830
Windsor Drive, Des Moines; J. Woolson Brooks,
Des Moines; W. David Frevert, West Des
Moines; Roger Olson, Decorah; Louis G.
Soenke, Davenport; Grant W. Voorhees, Des
Moines.

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL
LEGISLATION: Charles B. Silletto, 206 David-
son Building, Des Moines; Joseph Borg, Des
Moines; Waldo J. Dean, Des Moines; Burdette
Higgins, Des Moines; Harold J. Stewart, Daven-
port; Leonard Wolf, Department of Architec-
ture, lowa State College, Ames.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE ON A.lLA.  CENTENNIAL
PROGRAM: J. Woolson Brooks, Chairman, 815
Hubbell Building, Des Moines; Robert D.
Hecker, Sioux City; Dane Morgan, Burlington;
Lawton M. Patten, Department of Architecture,
lowa State College, Ames; Charles V. Richard-
son, Davenport; Paul Rossiter, Dubuque: Wil-
liam J. Wagner, Des Moines.

COMMITTEE ON A.LA. CHAPTER AF-
FAIRS: Robert Savage, Chairman, 931 59th
Street, Des Moines.

ZONATILE®

The All-In-One roof slab
IS THERE FOR GOOD

Wherever s permanent, firesafe insulating
deck is called for, ZONATILE provides
superior performance—and cuts construction
costs substantially.

ZONATILE short-span roof slab installs over

subpurlins or standard shapes. |t combines structural strength with 1009, fire safety, can
repay its costs over years of sharply decreased insurance premiums.

ZONATILE saws like wood: is lightweight, and one man can easily handle a slab. With
ZONATILE the whole job is done faster, in any weather.

U. Factor of .22 Noise Reduction Coefficient of .70

MIDWEST PLACING COMPANY

[Also licensed applicator of poured lightweight
concrete roof decks.)

400-51st Street Des Moines, lowa CR 9-7844
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Keck Talks “Contemporary Architectural Design”

The following is condensed from an
article in a recent number of skylines
bulletins of Kansas City Chapter by
George Fred Keck, one of the early
leaders in the modern movement.—Ed.

What is happening to the Modern
Movement? s it fulfilling its prophesy?
After twelve post-war vyears of the
greatest building boom in history—it
might be good to appraise results.

As in every phase of human activity
there has been, in fifty years, revolution
in Architecture. In early years of this
century, our school emulated firms such
as McKim, Mead, and White. The firms
that built many State Capitol Buildings
were Post, Wetmore, and Charles Platt,
among others. | remember in 1933 or
thereabouts that a competition had
been held in which not a single modern
design had been submitted. Shortly
afterwards there was such a competition

Our knowledge and experience of
over 25 years in the Floor and Wall
Covering TField is at your service.
Call on us for solution of your prob-
lem jobs.

Laytex Underlayments

Asphalt Underlayments

Vinyl Asbestos & Asphalt

Homogeneous Vinyl

Rubber and Cork Tiles

Bolta-Wall Vinyl Wall
Coverings

Rubber Wall Coverings

RALPH N. SMITH, Inc.

Des Moines, Iowa
1339 2nd Ave. AT 8-6741

in Chicago, and we entered—so thi
the same could not be said of it. | sti=
have the letter received from the jurors;
it read in part, "Thank you . . . We are
very pleased to announce that you have
placed number 103. There were 104
entfries in the competition.”" There must
have been one more modern design, or
one that disqualified!

It was a great day then for the Beaux
Arts and the American Academy in
Rome. It was the day of ambition for
every young man fo design and execute
a State Capitol Building. It was a great
Roman Holiday—and a Gothic one too.

Eclecticism was rampant then (even as
now there is a rampant force that may
become frightening.) It produced some
beautiful work. You could be sure that
the students in their early years were
drawing lonic volutes, columns, and en-
tablatures. The other day | asked a
student if he knew what a "cartouche"
was. No—he'd never heard of it. In mv
student days you flunked your problern
if such embellishments were omitted
Matter of fact—I was in turn asked to
draw a "‘cartouche" and found that not
only had the day gone but so also the
idea.

When a few years ago, | took a tour
of the cradle of western culture, | was
inferested in two things, the very old,
and the very new. | was uniformly dis-
appointed in the new —and vastly
thrilled with the old. This year we hope
to again fly to Greece, and also to
Sicily and Roman Gaul. For me, there
is genuine inspiration, not to be
plagiarized or to be reproduced, but to
be contemplated with all the life forces
of a culture which has died and left an
articulate legacy. There are libraries and
museums, but for an Architect, the site
is important with the feeling of the
climate and the spaces, hills and valleys.
The Temple of Poseidon at Paistum for
example, is photogenic and lovely, but
any reproduction does not compar
with the actual being at the site and tt
contemplation of the human forces tha
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prompted the erection of that temple to
the God of the Sea. The ruins of the
“sarby Roman Forum tell their own tale.

While traditional architecture was
flourishing, there were other forces at
work. | speak here of Richardson and
the young Chicago School (consisting of
Sullivan, Wright, Maher, Garden, Tall-
madge, Watson), the early California
School consisting in part of the Greene
Brothers and Bernard Maybeck, and
smaller groups in areas such as St.
Louis. It seems there were no grass roots
in the East. | recall Mumford once say-
ing there wasn't any good Architecture
(contemporary) east of Buffalo. These
ew courageous radicals have in large
measure been responsible for the recent
events in Architecture. And what do we
have now? We have our freedom. Do
we like it? Today we can design what-
ever we like with an audience who is
ready o accept it. The sky is the limit.

Let's begin with our schools of archi-
tecture: they are vastly important today

as they were in the past. Yesterday
they were headed and staffed by
scholars. They knew what they were talk-
ing about, and they knew how to express
themselves, verbally and visually. Per-
haps, if they lacked anything, it was
practical experience. The greatness of
a teacher lies in his ability to stimulate
the student to work and think. The mis-
takes of the schools of the past lay in
the emphasis in direction.

Today the pendulum swings to the
other extreme. Today our schools are
staffed with technicians. Excellent plan-
ners, excellent designers with plenty of
practical experience and their staffs are
also of that character. To some exfent
scholarliness is lost. QOur schools are be-
coming "how to do it" schools—with
the new formula substituted for the old.

If a little more scholarliness could be
installed into our schools it would be
helpful. But it may be fairly good as it
is—as least it should be given a chance,
and perhaps in fime scholarliness will

g
WINDOWS—ALUMINUM AND STEEL

Architects, we believe, are interested not only in specifying good windows at
reasonable prices, but they want to be sure that they are properly installed
to give long and satisfactory service.

We represent

ALWINTITE e CECO e CLEARVIEW e

VAMPCO e

GENERAL BRONZE e
WHIZZER

TRUSEAL

We personally instruct the contractor exactly how the windows should be installed and
check the finished job. The responsibility of the Company that sells the job is often more
important than the product itself.

Let us help you with your window problems. We are sure we can help you.

You can keep costs of your buildings down by using more Concrete
Masonry and you can help us to keep our prices down by giving us
more volume.

IOWA
CONCRETE
BLOCK &
MATERIAL
COMPANY

820 S.W. 9th St. PH.AT 8-5751 DES MOINES 9, IOWA

‘*Your Problems Keep Us in Business'®

Concrete Blocks ¢ Haydite Blocks « Bricks  Chan-
nel Roof Slabs e« Concrete Joist * Owens-lllinois
Glass Blocks * Lannon Stone < Sanymetal Toilet
Compartments e+ Champion Masonry Sawd and
Blades ¢ Chicago Fire Brick * Masonry Materials
Aluminum and Steel Windows e Arketex Glazed Tile
Metal Specialties = Concrete Cora Cribs and Silos
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again appear. Also a little anonymity
might be in order. Once it was scanda-
lous to see your name in print. Today
it seems fo be everybody's game (in-
cluding the scholars') to see how often
he can hit the front page.

Now what about us, the practicing
architects in mid-century! Are we satis-
fied to paraphrase Professor Higins in
"My Fair Lady', "Why can't a woman
(Architects) be like us?" Perhaps we're
satisfied, but the question is, are we
doing significant work? | begin to worry
mightily about the question, when | see
the unanimity of acclaim given certain
priests in the profession, and | say—is
history repeating itself?

There are more cliches in contempo-
rary idiom as now acclaimed by its high

Two New Firms Form

The formation of two separate archi-
tectural and engineering firms has been
announced by McCann-Prout and
Associates, Clinton, lowa.

Charles U. Prout, A. P. Mugasis, and
R. L. M. Johnson will practice architec-
ture and engineering under the firm
name of Prout, Mugasis, Johnson and
Associates, architects and engineers.

A. H. (Hews) McCann will continue
the practice of architecture and engi-
neering under the firm name of A. H.
McCann & Associates, architects and
engineers.

Architects Associated
To Be Firm Name

Smith, Voorhees, Jensen, Silletto, &
Associates are in the transition process
of adopting a new firm name, "Archi-
tects Associated," and currently are
using letter heads bearing the legend
"Smith, Voorhees, Jensen, Silletto,
ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATED."

The firm also has established an office
in Sioux City where Allen Salisbury and
Glen Lundblad are the chief staff mem-
bers. The new office is in the Badgerow
Building. Both have transferred from
Des Moines where Salisbury had been
with the firm for five years and Lund-
blad had been with it for four years.

priests and the professional magazines,
than ever before. This is an exclusive
club with a list of restrictions about wh
to do and not what to do, so classifiese
that it is like an IBM machine, you con-
form or you're out. You come out of
the machine all punched up—and ready
to line up, just like the others.

I'm certain that we don't yet realize
the impact of the automobile upon our
planning and landscape — urban and
rural. It has changed our aspect com-
pletely—to the point of a landscape
becoming an outrage to the sensitive
spirit.

So far all that | have seen has been
slight improvement in the site plan and
some new building not much superior to
the old. Perhaps we must be satisfied
with this for the time being, just as in
a forest, after a fire, the rapid soft
wood growth acts as a fertilizer for the
slower growing hardwoods—so perhaps
we must be taught to look forward to
the next generation of buildings to be
improvement over those of foday.

CORALITE

New Precast Perlite Concrete Insu-
lating Roof Slabs are now available in
sizes 3”x24”x36"” or 48”.

® Manufactured in Iowa
® Fewer weather problems

® Deck and insulation in “one
package”

® Permanent—no maintenance
@ Nailable and sawable

For information
write or telephone:

Midwest Perlite Prod. Inc.

1120 Railroad St.
West Des Moines, lowa
CRestwood 9-9775
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Filters

For Information
Write or Call

Swimming Pool Equipment

Vacuum and Pressure Diatomite

Zeolite Softeners

Chemical Feeders

WATERITE CO.

OMAHA, NEBR.
Phone Pleasant 5582

ACOUSTILE, with “built-in sound control”;
this load bearing unit absorbs sounds, eliminat-
ing need for costly acoustical treatment—with-
stands high compression; crack resistant.

INTERIOR SALT GLAZED TILE
mum quality at minimum cost.
heauty, extra durability, and extra insulation,
at no extra cost. Colorful, easy-to-clean walls
of buffs, tans and browns.

SMOOTH RED FACE TILE ... Very popular
8 x 5 1/83 x 12 size for interior walls. Colorful,
smooth face. The brick for economy and beauty-
minded people.

FINE FACE BRICK . . . For color, texture,
strength and uniformity you ecan’t match this
full Iine of fine face brick. Wide range of
colors and textures add charm to every interior.

. . . Maxi-
Provides extra

Whatever your need in the finest clay products
we can serve you. Our engineers are always
ready to serve you.

THE MASON CITY BRICK AND TILE COMPANY

554 BUILDERS EXCHANGE BLDG.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA ST.

MASON CITY, IOWA

433 ENDICOTT BLDG
PAUL, MINNESOTA
PH. FE 6-46788 PH. CA 4-722)

THE DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY
DES MOINES. IOWA

THE OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY

OTTUMWA, 1I0WA

THE OSKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY

OSKALOOSA,. IOWA

THE REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
REDFIELD, IOWA

THE JOHNSTON CLAY WORKS, INC.

FORT DODGE, IOWA
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THIS ALL CLAY MASONRY
SCHOOL COST ONLY $7.61
PER SQUARE FOOT

This school at Ogden, lowa (a portion of which is shown above) was built
at a structural cost of only $7.61 per square foot. Total cost including me-
chanical and electrical work was $10.80. School is built of face brick and
acoustile and is firesafe. Architects were Smith-Voorhees-Jensen-Siletto & As-
sociates, Des Moines.

Write for information about clay masonry schools.

STRUCTURAL CLAY PRODUCTS INSTITUTE
Region 6 ® AMES, IOWA




