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Strong Program on ‘‘ARCHITECT --COMMUNITY'’;
Satirical Humorist Is Banquet Headliner

Building on the theme, the 1958 Convention Committee, operating under
Chairman George Russell, has constructed a program based upon sound information
and capped with a nationally humorous speaker.

Art Briese, known from coast to coast as America's Knight of Satire, will be
the principal speaker at the Buffet Dinner which will climax program activities

Friday, January 24.

Briese, who travels extensively to present an exceptionally different program,
was born on a Canadian farm and started his working career at age 16. He
worked as a thresher crewman, a lumberjack, a sawmill worker, a photographer,
a travelling salesman, and was a medical student and an X-ray operator before

becoming a writer and actor.
for more than 20 years.

Known as the "Knight of Satire,"
Briese has explained that Will Rogers'
humor consisted of ''pricking the tiny
little bubbles of human vanities with a
sharp pointed needle of satire.” Of him-
self, Briese says: "l just use an axe and
let the chips fall where they may."

A long list of schedule speaking ap-
pearances keeps Briese on the go
throughout the year, and he is widely
liked and accepted. He is one of the
speakers who is likely to appear on both
coasts and in border states on the North
and South of the country all within the
same week.

"We are certain he will provide us

He has been traveling as a speaker and lecturer

with a stimulating and entertaining eve-
ning, for while he is billed as a humor-
ous speaker, we know that he also pre-
sents a philosophic outlook of interest,"
says Convention Chairman Russell.

Architect and Community
John R. Grove, Assistant Director of
the Allegheny Conference on Commu-
nity Development in Pittsburgh, has
been secured as the principal speaker
whose subject matter will be devoted

to the theme of the convention.
Mr. Grove is acquainted with all
phases of planning community develop-

(Please turn the page)
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More Program . . .

ment, whether the community is that of
a middle-size town, or that of a maior
industrial and business area. William
Wagner, program chairman for the con-
vention, will introduce the speaker.

Following Mr. Grove's discussion of
the relation of the architect to his com-
munity, he will join three others vitally
interested in community development
and particularly interested in the rede-
velopment of Des Moines. They are:

Charles T. Cownie, Des Moines fur-
rier who, as chairman of the Central
Business District Committee of the Des
Moines Chamber of Commerce, has
been leading efforts fo secure a rede-
velopment project for part of the city.

Richard D. Fernbach, who recently
came to lowa as the Des Moines City
planner.

John Butter, Chief Engineer of the
lowa Highway Commission, whose work
everyday effects the development of
communities throughout the state.

Hiram Hunn, Des Moines attorney,
widely known as a moderator of panel
groups, will moderate this panel. Jim
Lynch, Public Relations Chairman for
the Chapter, will introduce the program.

Education Activities Report

Prof. Leonard Wolf of the Depart-
ment of Architecture of lowa State
College will take the rostrum at 4 p.m.
for a discussion of activities of the
A.lLA. Committee on Education.

This report promises to bring fresh
information on a subject vital o the
profession, for Prof. Wolf will attend a
meeting of the A.LA. Committee at
New Orleans January 21 and 22, re-
turning to lowa just in time to attend
the A.LLA. Chapter meeting.

One of the subjects to be covered
in this report is the "Architects in
Training" system which was developed
by the A.lLA. Committee on which Prof.
Wolf has been serving since the begin-
ning of the project.

New Film

The newest film addition to the mate-
rials available to interest young persons
in the profession of architecture will be
presented following Prof. Wolf's report.

SPEAKER

Art Briese
Knight of Satire

It is titled "Career in Architecture" and
was produced by the Weyerhouser Lum-
ber Co. It has a running time of approxi-
mately 27 minutes, and is available to
Chapter members throughout the state
for use during high school career days.

The annual reception will be held be-
ginning at 5:30 P.M. in the Des Moines
Room, and guests will include state of-
ficials, craftsmen who are being recog-
nized as distinguished in their fields, and
their employers.

Committeemen have set the Buffet
Dinner service to begin at 7 p.m. in the
Terrace room, it is anticipated that the
presentation of awards and certificates
will be completed by 9 p.m. when danc-
ing will begin in the Des Moines room.

Thursday Business Meeting

President James Walsh will preside
at the opening business meeting Thurs-
day at 8 p.m. in the Des Moines room.
Committee reports will be heard and
plans for the coming year will be out-
lined.

The second business meeting of the
Convention will be held Friday morning

(Please furn the page)
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More Program . . .

at which time officers for the coming
year will be chosen and members will
hear a report from O. H. Thorson, Wa-
terloo, Regional Representative on the
A.lLA. Committee on Chapter Affairs.

The second major event of the day
will be a special report on work of the
Structural Clay Products Research Foun-
dation by Robert B. Taylor of Geneva,
Ill.. Foundation Director. More about
this on page 8.

Business of the Chapter will be com-
pleted Saturday in a meeting slated
for the lowa room, and the final presen-
tation of the program will be a discus-
sion of the building needs of lowa's state
institutions of higher education. This will
be presented by a representative of the
Board of Regents. A luncheon at noon
Saturday and a meeting of the new of-
ficers will wind up the convention.

New Firm Name

Norman Hatton, who has retired from
the practice of Architecture, announces
that two of his associates in his practice
have taken over management of the
firm and have changed the name.

Ellsworth F. Kohlmann and Realand
F. Eckman, both of whom had practiced
with Hatton, now are operating the firm
as Kohlmann and Eckman, Architects.
They are located at 634-37 Higley
Building, Cedar Rapids.

NAMED TO SCPRF BOARD

A. C. Frisk, president of the Mason
City Brick & Tile Co., Mason City, lowa,
has been re-elected treasurer of the
Structural Clay  Products Research
Foundation and is a member of the 35-
member board of Management which
assists the officers in directing the pro-
gram.

Roy A. Shipley, Pittsburgh, Pa., was
re-elected chairman; William A. Cros-
san, Canton, O., was re-elected vice-
chairman, and Harry C. Plummer, Wash-
ington, D. C., was re-elected secretary.

A special program to be presented
by Miss Sue McClintock, Childrens
Director of the Des Moines Community
Playhouse, and four of the playhouse
under the guidance of Playhouse Direc-
tor Howard Orms will highlight activi-
ties for architects' ladies who attend the
1958 Convention of the lowa Chapter
of ALLA.

Mrs. Grant Voorhees, Ladies Program
Chairman, Mrs. R. Wayne Lyon, and
Mrs. Myron Jensen will act as hostesses
for a 'get-acquainted" coffee hour
Thursday evening in the East Room. For
those who wish, there will be bridge and
canasta.

The ladies will lunch with the archi-
tects Friday noon, but will board buses
at 1:30 p.m. for the Community Play-
house which now is in full operation with
G. B. Shaw's "Man and Superman'’ on
stage. After the tour of the theater
and the program, the ladies will be
entertained at tea in the "Green Room"
lounge of the theater.

The reception and cocktail hour begin
at 5:30 P.M. Friday and serving of the
Buffet Dinner will begin at 7:00 P.M.
Don Hoy's orchestra will play for a
dance beginning at 9 P.M.

Lutz Promotes Bagby

Eugene J. Bagby, Jr., has been named
Vice-President and General Manager at
B. J. Lutz, Inc., Ceiling and Flooring
Contractors, 1735 Charlotte, Kansas
City, Mo. He will concentrate his
efforts on administrative coordination
of the company's activities with special
emphasis on sales and service.

Previous to his appointment, Bagby,
for six years, was in charge of industrial
loans for the C. |. T. Corporation here.
He is 36 years old, married, has two
children, and makes his home at 7330
Rosewood, Prairie Village, Kansas. He
attended Rockhurst College.

Brains are nmo handicap to a girl, if
she keeps them well hidden below a low
neckline.
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You Can Do It . ..

Architects who are working with
school boards, or who know of school
boards which have new buildings under
consideration, might give serious con-
sideration to the use of a portfolio,
"How Much Should a Good School
Cost?"" which has been collected by the
American Association of School Ad-
ministrators and the National School
Public Relations Association.

The portfolio contains 14 reprints and
pamphlets which comprise ammunition
to counter and offset recent nationally
published articles which did not present
a wholly fair picture of school construc-
tion costs.

The portfolios, available at $2 each
(discount of 10%, on two to nine copies,
discount of 209, on fen or more cop-
ies), may be purchased from the Ameri-
can Association of School Administra-
tors, 1201 16th Street N.W., Washing-
ton 6, D. C.

57 YOUR SIGN
S OF PROMPT
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THIS | BELIEVE

By Eugene C. O'Neil
Woodburn & O'Neil, Architects and Engineers
Des Moines

Architecture is the result of creative thought, a fine art, and as
such is an individual achievement. The practice of Architecture is a
group effort, because the technical development of buildings demands
it. Our work is made easier, our service to our clients becomes better
and more efficient, and our projects are realized more quickly when
we work in groups to achieve this thing called Architecture. But |
believe that the creation of Architecture remains an individual achieve-
ment.

We worry about public relations. We want the public to under-
stand the multiple facets of skill and talent required to produce good
Architecture. These are the facets we feel are embodied in the title
of "Architect" which we proudly claim. | believe that we may be over-
looking the fact that we have succeeded to a point, and that the
public expects these skills within our Architects in name. As young
men, | believe we should hold no lesser goals for ourselves than personal
competence in ALL facets of professional service, as the public is
convinced we are capable to perform.

| believe that to achieve good Architecture, we must continue to
design our buildings to meet a four-hundred year standard of per-
formance; they must have "firmness, commodity, and delight."

We say it differently now . . . we may insist that our construction
techniques must be sound, that our buildings serve the function to
which they are put, and that our buildings are beautiful by today's
ever-changing standards. But the true measure of good Architecture
are unchanging. No one ever soundly judged the quality of Archi-
tecture on its dollar and cents cost, whether high or low.

| believe that we are hired to spend (not save) a client's money,
and to spend it as intelligently as we possibly can. We may produce
a favorably priced building of great distinction, within this premise.
If we are hired to "save'' a client's money, it seems to me that such
implies that we know what satisfactory design would produce, but
we also know how to make it cheaper and less satisfactory to our
client. | like to call this "subtractive architecture,” a procedure in
how to make the next one just like the one before only cheaper.

Good Architecture is our personal responsibility. We cannot claim
a limited budget, a small site, a tight plan, an unreasonable client, &
poor contractor or the like to justify our results. We must admit to
these things and accept them as the conditions under which our build-
ings are occasionally produced. We cannot offer less than complete
dedication to the ends of our profession.

—f—
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SCPRF’s Taylor Will Tell of Masonry Advances

i R

Ca

The picture above shows results of eight and one-half hours work by a five man crew at

Geneva, Ill., where a new building panel developed by the SCPRF was put into use. The crew
erected 1,200 square feet of the panel walls in the work period.

Architects attending the 1958 Convention of the lowa Chapter of A.LA. will
learn how a newly developed structural clay masonry process can reduce con-
struction time and how other developments in the field can be used to the ad-
vantage of the designer, builder and client.

Robert B. Taylor, Director of the Structural Clay Products Research Foundation,
will bring a special message to the architectural profession in a pictorial report
Friday morning at 10:30 during the 1958 convention of the lowa Chapter.

Mr. Taylor has been director of the Foundation since it was founded in 1950
and will bring the lowa Chapter a report of national significance touching on
three areas of vital interest to the entire construction industry.

Robert B. Taylor, Director, Structural
Clay Products Research Foundation, will
speak to lowa Architects at their State
Convention on Friday, January 24. Mr.
Taylor, who has been Director of the
Foundation since its inception on Janu-
ary |, 1950, will inform the architects
of the latest results of research in the
clay products field.

One of the more important, recent
developments to be discussed is the
21/, inches thick, load-bearing "SCR
building panel." Recently, a five-man
crew erected 1,200 square feet of panel
walls on a house in Geneva, lllinois, in
81/, hours.

Another research item for discussion
will be atomic blast test results on ma-
sonry walls conducted at Las Vegas dur-
ing 1957. A full size reinforced brick
school structure designed by the Re-

search Foundation successfully withstood
the effects of an atomic blast during the
"Plumbob'" nuclear test series. Of in-
terest also is the fact that this type of
reinforced brick structure is designed to
resist the destructive forces of powerful
tornadoes or earthquakes.

A third major research development
to be discussed is the "SCR masonry
process.” The ''process’ makes use of
the self-elevating scaffold, a marked line
and specially designed corner poles. No
basic changes have been made in brick-
laying methods, but by keeping the ma-
son at a convenient working level with
building materials close at hand and by
eliminating the corner lead through use
of the corner pole, it has been found
that masonry wall costs have been sub-
stantially lowered.

— 8



SPEAKER

Robert B. Taylor, Director
Structural Clay Products
Research Foundation
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House Committee Hears President Chatelain

(Statement to House Committee on Slum Clearance and Urban Renewal,
Jan. 8, 1958)

My name is Leon Chatelain, Jr., | am the President of The American Institute
of Architects, the national professional society representing the majority of
practicing architects of the United States. Our organization comprises nearly
13,000 members assigned to chapters in every state and has, for more than a
century now, actively concerned itself not only with improving our architectural
standards but with improving the general environment in which we all live.

At its Centennial Convention in May 1957, The American Institute of Architects
passed the following resolution:

"RESOLUTION ON URBAN RENEWAL

"WHEREAS, The Urban Renewal Program has been enacted by the Congress
as a national policy in the public interests; and

"WHEREAS, The American Institute of Architects made a signal contribution
to the formulation of the original legislation through an A.lLA. Committee headed
by Louis Justement, F.A.LA.; and

"WHEREAS, Members of The American Institute of Architects are directly
concerned with the clearance of slums, the redevelopment of cities, and the
building of better American communities; therefore, be it

"RESOLVED, That The American Institute of Architects declares its full support
of the national urban renewal program now in danger of being curtailed by

reduced authorizations: and be it

"RESOLVED, That The American Institute of Architects endorses the further
authorization of $250 million for each of the next two years as recommended by
The President of the United States in his budget message: and be it

"RESOLVED, That the Officers of The American Institute of Architects transmit
to the appropriate committees in Congress copies of this Resolution.”

A.lA. Committee on
Community Development last  year
promulgated a policy statement on
Community Planning and Housing. That
statement was approved by the Board
of Directors of the A.LA. at its annual
meeting in February 1957 and appears
in the current edition of Policy State-
ments of The American Institute of
Architects as follows:
APPENDIX D

Community Planning and Housing

Community Planning. The architect
has been associated with the design of
cities throughout history.

The growth of communities in this
era of rapid expansion, social advance,
and technological progress presents par-
ticular challenges and new opportuni-
ties to the architect. The face of the
country is undergoing drastic changes
as a consequence of urban renewal, the
mushroom development of new commu-
nities, and the building of roads under
gigantic construction programs. All de-

A national

sign professions and the entire building
industry share a common responsibility
in planning and building a better en-
vironment to human life.

Architects are called upon fo offer
services on projects of increasing magni-
tude and growing complexity. They are
confronted with large and more in-
volved tasks in their practices and a
consequent demand for a broader range
of services. Cooperation within the de-
sign profession by architects, planners,
landscape architects, engineers and oth-
er specialists is required to offer the
kind of broad professional services the
magnitude and ramification the projects
of this age demand.

The American Institute of Architects
believes in such cooperation and encour-
ages inter-professional discussions aimed
at defining the role of the architect in
community planning.

The Role of the Architect. The Amer-

(Continued on page 18
g
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1958 — CONVENTION PROGRAM
HOTEL SAVERY — DES MOI

THURSDAY EVENING
January 23

8:00 p.m.—BUSINESS MEETING..
Chapter Committee Reports:

,,,,,,,, Des Moines Room

Education and Registration  _John McKlveen, Des Moines
Fellowships........... _ Gerald |. Griffith, Des Moines
Membership_........_... Norman Madson, Forest City
Practice of Architecture . Raymond Bergquist, Dubuque
Preservation of Historical Buildings ... W. J. Wagner, Des Moines

Public Relations ... . James Lynch, Des Moines
Committee on Relations with Construction Industry - R. Wayne Lyon,
Des Moines

State and Federal Legislation .. Charles B. Silletto, Des Moines

Chapter Affairs. __ Robert Savage, West Des Moines
FRIDAY
January 24
8:00 a.m.—REGISTRATION s e ~Mezzanine
9:00 a.m.—BUSINESS MEETING .. Des Moines Room
Election of Officers
Chapter Affairs Report . . O. H. THORSON, Waterloo

10:30 a.m.—Special Presentation and Motion Picture by ROBERT B. TAYLOR,
Director, Structural Clay Products Research Foundation.

12 noon —LUNCHEON—Men and the Ladies. The Ladies will be excused im-
mediately after the lunch to board buses for the Community Play-
house program.

1:00 pom—SPEAKER ... Terrace Room
"The Architect's Role in the Development of His Community," JOHN
R. GROVE, Assistant Director Allegheny Conference on Community
Development, Pittsburgh, Pa.
2:00 p.m.—PANEL DISCUSSION e Terrace Room
"The Architect's Role in The Development of His Community."
Panel Members:
JOHN R. GROVE, Pittsburgh, Pa.
CHARLES T. COWNIE, Chairman, Des Moines Central Business
District Bureau, Des Moines.
JOHN G. BUTTER, Chief Engineer, lowa Highway Commission.
RICHARD D. FERNBACH, A.LA., Planning Director, City of Des
Moines.
HIRAM HUNN, Des Moines Attorney, Moderator.
3:45 p.m.—STUDENT CHAPTER REPORT =~ . Terrace Room
Carl Hunter, President, Student Chapter A.l.A., Ames.
4:00 pm.—REPORT ... . :
"Activities of the A.lLA. Committee on Education,”" PROF. LEONARD
WOLF, Head, Department of Architecture and Architectural Engi-
neering, lowa State College, Ames, who is Regional Representative
on the ALA. Committee.

12



- IOWA CHAPTER A.LLA. — 1958
'S — JANUARY 23, 24, 25

440 pom—FILM__ . Terrace Room
"Careers in Architecture"
Adjournment

5:30 p.m.—RECEPTION ... Des Moines Room
7:00 p.m.—BANQUET. . e et S Terrace Room
Introduction of New Officers
Presentation of Corporate Membership Certificates
Presentation of Craftsmanship Awards
Speaker: "Skulduggery at the Old Crossroads," ART BRIESE, Ameri-
ca's Knight of Satire.
9:00 p.m.—DANCING. oo Des Moines Room
DON HOY'S ORCHESTRA
SATURDAY MORNING

January 25

9:30 a.m.—BUSINESS MEETING e N lowa Room
Newly Elected President Presiding.

11:00 a.m.—"Building Needs of lowa's Institutions of Higher Education"—A
Representative of the Board of Regents.

12 noon LUNCHEON . : o oo West Room

LADIES PROGRAM
THURSDAY EVENING

January 23

8:00 p.m.—Coftfee Hour with Bridge and Canasta. ... __East Room
FRIDAY

12 noon—LUNCHEON. .. . ... West Room

1:00 p.m.—Buses leave Hotel Savery for Community Playhouse.
Community Playhouse Director Howard Orms will conduct a tour of
the Playhouse and Miss Sue McClintock will present a program.
Following a tea in the Green Room, the ladies will return to the Hotel

by Bus.
5:30 p.m.—Reception . S — S Des Moines Room
7:00 p.m.—Buffet Dinner. Terrace Room
9:00 p.m.—Dancing.. ST RS et Des Moines Room
1958 CONVENTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS
George Russell General Chairman
William J. Wagner Program Chairman
James Lynch Refreshments
Harold Bullington Convention Publicity
Herb Shane Hotel Arrangements
Keith Lorenzen Registration
Mrs. Grant Voorhees Ladies Program

— 13—



Dybwad Calls State Architects and Engineers

Greatest Obstacle To Modern Institutional Development

(Editor's Note: The following item was forwarded by O. H. Thorson of Waterloo
as it appeared in a newspaper. We believe that it directs unwarranted criticism
toward the entire profession of architecture, while it may be that Dr. Dybwad
actually intended that his remarks be directed at a comparatively minor segment
of the profession. It points to the need for architecture to create a public aware-
ness of its function in design and construction.)

In an address before a session of the lowa Welfare Association in Des Moines
on November 14, Dr. Gunnar Dybwad, Executive Director of the National Associa-
tion of Retarded Children, told a group of lowa Social Workers that State Archi-
tects and Engineers have done more to hold back progress in modernizing institu-
tions than any other factor in the U.S. Dr. Dybwad pointed out that the architects,
engineers and their supporters in State and National Government, who continue
to design and build larger and even larger edifices to house more and more people,
are not interested in the problem or the people they seek to serve, but are in-
terested only in building another monument to their own achievement.

With the pressure brought to bear by these persons to continue to build larger
and larger institutions, we become enamored with the brick and stone and forget
the human factors involved. This occurs in the face of and despite our growing
awareness of the needs to individualize the care and attention of those in our
institutions.

Dr. Dybwad stressed the need to re-evaluate our programs and to place checks
on our governmental organizations to prevent further continuation of these
practices. Such programs are both contrary to modern institutional hilosophy
and expensive. With modern building techniques and modern methods, we can
build better and more adequate facilities of less expense to the taxpayer and
still provide better care for those who require it.

Dr. Dybwad also told the lowa Welfare Association of the developments in
medicine, education and understanding in the field of mental retardation. He
stressed the need for more experiméntation and study to overcome the still very
deep void of misunderstanding and lack of knowledge.

He pointed out also the need to provide more facilities and programs such
as sheltered workshops, vocational guidance and some type of half-way house
where employable individuals without homes of their own may live with some
supervision and guidance.

WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS

The lowa Architect is again proud to announce the addition of another name
to its list of advertisers whose messages appear in this, the official publication of
the lowa Chapter, American Institute of Architects.

Swanson Sales of Des Moines, who are known to architects and builders through-
out the state, for the variety of items represented are presenting their materials
list in a one-quarter page ad.

The following firms are Advertising in this issue of "The lowa Architect.”

Adel Clay Products Co. W. E. Neal Slate Co.

Central Engineering & Investment Co. Prescolite Manufacturing Corp.
lowa Concrete Block & Material Co. Sioux City Mosaic Co.

lowa Concrete Masonry Association Sheffield Brick and Tile Co.

lowa Paint Manufacturing Co. Ralph N. Smith, Inc.

Swanson Sales Structural Clay Products Institute
Midwest Concrete Industries Vinyl Plastics, Inc.

Midwest Placing Co. Waterite Co.
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Stimulating
Warmth In
Old English

The beautiful Old English Brick, produced by Des Moines Clay
Company, adds charm and color to this Pine Island, Minnesota
High School.

The mellow, sand texture of Old English Brick perfectly befits
its carefully blended bright reds, red oranges and light reds. It
is widely preferred for its stimulating warmth of color.

Write to any of these companies for color reproductions of Old
English or of the many other types of beautiful brick and tile which
they produce. These clay products include back-up tile, partition
tile, face tile and acoustile. Architects for this Pine Island, Min-
nesota School were Haarstick, Lundgran & Associates, St. Paul.

DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY

o
; ? 80' MASON CITY BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
' eert OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
o CLAY OSKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY

3 PRODUCTS REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
e

{ QUALITY FIVE IOWA COMPANIES TO SERVE YOU
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From the Charette:

(Editor's Note: Recently a popular Baltimore
columnist named "Uncle Dudley" wrote a piece
in his suburban Union News describing a series
of squabbles between disgruntled clients and
their architects. In the belief that the column
slurred architects in general and the happy
owners of countless architect-designed homes in
particular, Baltimore Architect Grinnell W.
Locke, AIA, editor of Architect's Report, pro-
vided a rebuttal in the form of a pseudonymous
letter to "Uncle Dudley" signed "Ken Ham-
mer." As a classic statement of "The Case
for the Professional Man," we reprint the letter
from Architect's Report:)

Dear Uncle Dudley:

As a regular reader of The Union News |
always enjoy your column and its vivid descrip-
tions of whelpings, coon hunts, summer jaunts,
expensive wives, fox hunting and other family
problems.

This past week's subject was slightly differ-
ent in character but even more interesting to
anyone who has been connected with the build-
ing industry some twenty-six years.

You have performed a small public service

by bringing Mr. and Mrs. Jones' building

LIGHTING

PRES(OHTE
PREFERRED

HERE'S WHY...

‘‘Dielux'" Diecast Frames
precision made for greater
strength; lasting /

beauty.

Heavy, welded
steel housings.

Die cut metal
letter stencils.

Unbreakable Fiberglas lens
Panels—6 color combinations.

WRITE FOR YOUR COPY
OF OUR CATALOG.

Diecast frame inner section,
with concealed hinge, swings
out for easy access to interior.

PRESCOLITE MANUFACTURING CORP.
2229 4th St., Berkeley 10, Calif.

Easton Road, Neshaminy, Penna.

problems out into the open, particularly their
relations with their architect. However, it seems
that by coming to no constructive conclusion
you have probably put the damper on many
dream castles as well as left the misunderstood
architect in a rather unfortunate light.

There is no doubt that many projects fail to
materialize because the low bid exceeds the
client's budget. There is equally little doubt
that there are definite reasons for this situa-
tion, most of which can be cured with a little
foresight and forebearance.

First and foremost let us remember that
almost all of our fellow citizens have had a
reasonable amount of experience with a ham-
mer, nails, saw, finsnips and paint and the
faithful old plumber's helper. Some of them
even have a friend with a soldering iron and
volt meter. All of this makes them "builders,"
qualified to undertake almost any project—
particularly when faced with an architect's fee.
Familiarity with patent medicines, the ther-
mometer and scalpel would breed equal con-
tempt for the medical profession if it weren't
that sticking oneself with a sharp instrument
hurts.

The doctor, lawyer, investment banker and
architect are all carefully trained professional
specialists in very complicated fields of en-
deavor. Yet despite their highly developed
skills they seldom, if ever, will quarantee the
results of their work.

No sir, the doctor won't guarantee that the
operation or treatment will be successful; in
fact, the patient may even diel The lawyer
won't guarantee to win the case; his client may
even go to jail. The investment banker won't
quarantee to make money for his client; he may
even lose some of it.

Nor can an architect guarantee a building
in advance against the ravages of any of the
elements including the effect of the client's
imagination and desires on the total cost.
What any one of these men will guarantee is
to exert their very best professional skills and
efforts to solve the clients problems and it is
for this alone that they are paid.

Here's where the constructive advice comes
in. To get the full benefits of any professional
advice, we must be prepared to bare our
souls to the advisor in question, at least with
regard to the question in hand. The doctor
must have as complete a history as he can
get on our ache or pain before he can pre-
scribe any treatment or start to carve us up.
The lawyer must have all the facts, as shameful
as they may be, before he can help us. The
investment banker must know whether we want
steady income, long term capital growth or
want to take a flier on something really risky.

As much as it hurts, we must overcome the
natural tendency to either brag and dream
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beyond our means or to conceal our true wealth
and intentions from our architect. His job is
to convert his client's words into drawings from
which a small army of various kinds of mechan-
ics can build the client's dream castle.

If the architect and his client can arrive at
a very definite understanding as to exactly
how much and what kind of building is ex-
pected and how much money is available to
build it, the chances are that the final cost
will always be very close to the budgeted
amount. To boot, the client will have a
pretty good investment.

However, as most people are loath to ex-
pose their souls and particularly their pocket-
books and since it is so easy to take patent
medicines and sedatives, to invest in chinchillas,
or the Canadian wilderness and to build next
year's slums with the aid of Kustom Konstruc-
tion Service it may be a long time before we
live so properly that we won't need lawyers.

With apologies for being so long winded,
your old reader and admirer,

KEN HAMMER

DELAY REYNOLDS CLOSING

Date for the acceptance of nomina-
tions for the R. S. Reynolds Memorial
Award has again been extended, this
time to February 6.

Information sent to lowa Chapter
officials indicates that rulings of the
Internal Revenue department make it
possible for an architect to receive the
$25,000 award in its entirety if he is
nominated for the award by a chapter,
instead of making personal application
to enter the listing.

The award, now in its second year, is
to be conferred annually upon an archi-
tect who, in the judgment of his profes-
sion, has made a most significant con-
tribution to the use of aluminum, aes-

thetically or structurally, in the building
field.

The automobile always beats the train

to the crossing, barring accidents.
* & *

A high school boy’s definition of
anatomy: “Something all of us have but
what looks better on a girl.”

* ok %

Many a woman who squeezes a num-
ber-seven foot into a size-five shoe tries
the same thing when she buys slacks.

ADVERTISERS

lowa Architect calls member's attention
to two points: |, the firms advertisirg
in this issue and 2, the other organiza-
tions that would be interested in ad-
vertising pass the word.
Advertising rates in the lowa Architect,

for 6 consecutive issues, are:

if you will

Full-page . ... ... $45 per insertion

Half-page ... . $25 per insertion

Quarter-page ... $15 per insertion

Rates do not include the cost of cuts,
it any. Inquiries or advertising orders
should be addressed to James Lynch,

editor, 2425 Park Ave., Des Moines.

“Can you see any difference in your
drinking brother since he went to a
psychiatrist?”

“Oh, sure, now he drinks on a couch.”

EXPOSED AGGREGATE
WALL PANELS

for ENDURANCE & LONG LIFE
I. LASTS CENTURIES — NOT YEARS
2. FEWER JOINTS
3. FIRE & WIND PROOF
4.

SELF CLEANING — WATER
RESISTANT

5. EARTHQUAKE & BLAST RESISTANT

for DESIGN FREEDOM
I. COLOR — UNLIMITED SPECTRUM
2. TEXTURE
3. SIZE
4. SHAPE

for EASE OF HANDLING &
ERECTION

for ECONOMY
Midwest Concrete Industries

Des Moines, lowa

1900 Delaware AM 2-4690
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MORE CHATELAIN . . .
(from page 10)

ican Institute of Architects holds the
position that architects are essential to
the creation of improvement to the
human environment within the cities,
towns, and countrysides. The American
Institute of Architects maintains that its
members have an obligation to bring
appropriate architectural services and
the benefit of their professional com-
petences into the whole field of urban
renewal, community and regional plan-
ning. The American Institute of Archi-
tects urges its members and chapters
to fill the foregoing responsibility, and
through them and its national organiza-
tion, to collaborate with governmental
agencies, public groups, and the con-
struction industry. In this endeavor it
will be guided by the ideal of bettering

\,:30 vears of service
to Iowa Schools

\’chalkboard
specialists

\,natural slate--
tomorrow's best
chalkboard

V'Armstrong cork
tackboard

\,Gotham "Screw=-Tite"
(economy) and

"Snap-Tite" (1lst
quality) aluminum
trim

\’Gotham chalkboards

V'the only complete
chalkboard line in
the industry

W. E. NEAL SLATE COMPANY

1121 Dartmouth Ave., S.E.

Minneapolis 14, Minn. FE 9-2783

social and economic conditions and will
direct its aims toward improvements in
the efficiency, livability, and appearance
of communities, neighborhoods, and
buildings.

Slum Clearance and Urban Renewal.
The American Institute of Architects
recognizes the Housing Act of 1954 and
subsequent amendments the financial
and legal mechanism need to aid slum
clearance and urban renewal, and the
opportunity for the replanning of cities.
The American Institute of Architects
looks to an effective partnership be-
tween private enterprise and local, re-
gional, state, and national agencies in
creating American cities which are more
desirable both as centers of production
and places for living, and which make
adequate use of the resources in men,
materials, technology, and creative abil-
ity.

The American Institute of Architects
feels that a regard for social and cul-
tural values, obtainable through urban
renewal, is at least equal fo or even
greater than a high refurn on the land
cleared and is definitely a matter of
sound public interest.

Advance Planning. The American In-
stitute of Architects favors programs
for the advance planning of public
works which are a definite part of
community or regional plans. The Insti-
tute believes that architectural services
for advance planning should be ren-
dered by private architects and should
be compensated for. The Institute
would, therefore, support the theory of
loans to communities and political sub-
divisions to enable those agencies to
acquire comprehensive planning serv-
ices prior to the voter's decision on the
bond issues.

Housing and Home Building. The
American Institute of Architects recog-
nizes its obligation to concern itself
with all aspects and issues of housing
and home building. It will develop its
policies as the issues arise and hold
itself ready to support in Congress
housing legislation which is consistent
with its policies or oppose measures
which are contrary to its aims. The
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American Institute of Architects is op-
posed to any temporary housing except
as may be constructed as defense hous-
ing under the greatest emergencies to
overcome otherwise insoluble housing
problems.

The American Institute of Architects
recognizes its responsibilities in the field
of homebuilding and, therefore, will pur-
sue and intensify its efforts for archi-
tectural service in all parts of the home-
building field. The American Institute of
Architects believes that in all instances
a home of any size should be profes-
sionally designed, soundly built, and at-
tractively placed on a well planned site.
This is in the public interest and in the
interest of maintaining the economic
and social value of a community.

The American Institute of Architects
reatfirms the following policies adopted
in 1949:

I. The Institute advocates a study of
all of the factors including costs
and long range financing which
might produce a workable alter-
native to subsidized housing.

2. The Institute favors subsidized low
income housing, urban renewal, and
rehabilitation until such time as a
workable alternative is found.

3. The Institute believes that cost
limitations on low income housing
should be reappraised from time
to time.

Road Building Program. The Ameri-
can Institute of Architects sees in the
Federally aided road building program
an opportunity for improving congested
urban areas and creating relief from
traffic difficulties. Mindful of the need
for adequate planning and controls, the
Institute will take an active interest
toward achieving an integration of the
road building program with urban re-
newal programs and community plan-
ning efforts.

The Institute firmly opposes the in-
stallation of billboards and other ad-
vertising matter adjacent to highways.

A spinster is a lady desperate enough
to play post office with a second class
male.

ZONATILE"

The All-In-One roof slab
IS THERE FOR GOOD

Wherever a
deck s

permanent, firesafe

called for,

costs substantially.

U. Factor of .22

400-51st Street

insulating
ZONATILE provides

superior performance—and cuts construction

ZONATILE short-span roof slab installs over
subpurlins or standard shapes. It combines structural strength with 100% fire safety, can
repay its costs over years of sharply decreased insurance premiums.

ZONATILE saws like wood; is lightweight, and one man can easily handle a slab. With
ZONATILE the whole job is done faster, in any weather.

For Information, Call

MIDWEST PLACING COMPANY

(Also licensed applicator of poured lightweight concrete roof decks.)

Des Moines, lowa

Noise Reduction Coefficient of .60

CR 9-7844
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George Bird Buildings Reflect Renaissance
In Italian and French Styles

During the latter part of 1890 and early 1900's the contemporary style for
architecture was the Renaissance. The master architect who was responsible for
many fine examples of this style throughout lowa was George Washington Bird, a
Philadelphian who had joined with Willis T. Proudfoot in the '90's. Together they
developed an active practice in the West, largely as the result of winning competi-
tions.

They came to lowa, Mr. Proudfoot's home state, as the result of winning the
competition for the design of Engineering Hall at lowa State College. They also
were commissioned to design many of the buildings at Ames, lowa City and Cedar
Falls for the State Board of Education. This was the lowa beginning for the firm
of Proudfoot and Bird, which was a 'fore-father" of the present firm of Brooks
and Borg.

The First Methodist Church, Des Moines, the Polk County Courthouse, and
Beardshear Hall, Agricultural Hall and Engineering Hall, all at lowa State College,
are some of the better known buildings in the ltalian Renaissance style.

Although much of his work was in the Italian style, he demonstrated his versatility
by working in the French style as well as developing structures which in those days
were 'modern.”  An example of a multi-story office building, which was then con-
sidered "modern," is the Flynn building, located at 7th and Locust in Des Moines.

An authentic example which has the appearance of being removed bodily from
France and delivered to lowa is the Adel County Courthouse, built in the style
of Francis I. This French Renaissance building was not "cribbed" from one
particular building in France but has details from three or four of the French
chateaus.

The building was completed in 1902 at a cost of $109,243, which seems in-
significant o us foday. James Rawson and Son of lowa City was the general
contractor and for his work he received $74,300.

Interesting to note are some of the separate subcontract prices in the old
records; the plumbing contract amounted to $1,675; electric and gas to $2,548
and heating to $3,750.

Today we think of plate glass as being commonplace and fairly cheap. The
County Board of Supervisors felt that their fine building needed plate glass instead
of the ordinary window glass which was used in those days. This cost the county
an extra $3,700.

Mr. Bird was as hard working as anyone, spending eight and a half hours a day
for six days a week in the office. This was the standard work week in those days.
He retired at the age of 59 o California where he spent a large portion of his
time seeing the movies, a hobby of which he never tired. He died there in 1953
at the age of 99.

It is not known that George W. Bird had any formal education in architecture,

but it is known that he developed his sense of detail by working for a woodworking
mill in Philadelphia.

This sketch of the Dallas County Courthouse, designed
by G. W. Bird, is one of a series by Wm. J. Wagner,
Des Moines, which will appear in the lowa Architect.
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THE ARCHITECT .......... As Others See Him

Himself

The Contractor

ALA. Gets NSE Funds

For Basic Research Review

Funds to conduct a conference to
identify neglected areas of basic re-
search in architecture have been
granted to the American Institute of
Architects by the National Science
Foundation.

Plans for the workshop-conference to
be held in Washington next fall, are
being carefully prepared by a steering
committee composed of authorities in
fields most directly related to archi-
tectural requirements. Members are:
Dr. Robert King Merton, Columbia Uni-
versity sociologist; Dr. Albert H. Has-
torf, Dartmouth College psychologist;
Dr. C. P. Yaglou, Harvard University
School of Public Health; Professor Myle
Holley, MIT structural engineer; and Mr.
Walter E. Campbell, AIA, Boston archi-
tect and chairman of the AlIA Research
Committee.

Steering Committee Chairman Camp-
bell reports this important 3-day interdis-
ciplinary conference to be the result of
initial investigation by the AIA Depart-
ment of Education and Research which
will also coordinate the program with a
forthcoming meeting on Building Sci-
ence Research, to be conducted by the
Building Research Institute.

Approximately 30 authorities from all
parts of the U.S. will be invited to par-
ticipate in the AIA workshop-confer-
ence, ''to determine the relationships of
the physical, biological and social sci-
ences in the problems of optimum cre-
ated environment for human activities."
Areas of needed research, present facili-
ties and extent of present basic re-
search, methods of financial support
for composite study as well as indepen-
dent fields, and methods of sharing
findings, are among the objectives of
the conference.

S,



For the Finest
In Vinyl Floor Covering

— specify —

VINYLAST" - TERRALAST
ULTRALAST"

VINYL PLASTI(S'™¢
FINEST IN FLOORING

See our catalogue in
Sweet's Architectural File,
Index No. I3i and in

vi

Sweet's nghf Construction File 1825 ERIE AVENUE « Glencourt 7-5075

lFider He \%c— SHEBOYGAN « WISCONSIN
1

© PROVED IN NUCLEAR TESTS
Floor and Roof Strength for the

ATOMIC AGE

SHEFFIELD REINFORCED CLAY TILE BEAMS
SUPER STRONG @ FIREPROOF
SOUND PROOF ® VERMIN PROOF @ DUST PROOF
LOWEST "USE COST"

g ] Write For Full Information
WIAL BRICK and TILE CO.

SHEFFIELD, IOWA




-

J. E. “Jim” Neville

Regional Director
Ames, Iowa, Office

C. L. “Chuck” Wetzler
Minneapolis, Minn.
Field Engineer

J. C. “Jack” Williams
Office Engineer
Ames, Iowa

Jerry Kraus
Field Engineer
Ames, Towa

Wishing You a

Prosperous and

a Happy New Year

STRUCTURAL CLAY
PRODUCTS INSTITUTE

Region 6, Ames, lowa
Branch Office
401 Wesley Temple Bldg.

Minneapolis 4, Minnesota

These Leading Clay Products Manufacturers Are Members of SPCI

MEMBERS
Adel Clay Products Co.
West Des Moines, Iowa
Carlisle Brick & Tile Co.
Carlisle, Iowa
Des Moines Clay Co.
Des Moines 9, Iowa
Endicott Clay Products Co.
Fairbury, Nebraska
Goodwin Tile & Brick Co.
Des Moines, Iowa
Iowa Clay Products Co.
Centerville, Iowa
Johnston Clay Works, Inc.
Fort Dodge, Iowa
Kalo Brick & Tile Co.
Fort Dodge, Iowa

Mason City Brick & Tile Co.

Mason City, Iowa
Ochs Brick & Tile Co.
Springfield, Minnesota

Oskaloosa Clay Products Co.
Oskaloosa, Towa

Ottumwa Brick & Tile Co.
Ottumwa, Iowa

Redfield Brick & Tile Co.
Redfield, lowa

Rockford Brick & Tile Co.
Rockford, Towa

Sheffield Brick & Tile Co.
Sheffield, Iowa

Twin City Brick Co.
St. Paul 4, Minnesota

Vincent Clay Products Co.
Fort Dodge, Iowa

Yankee Hill Brick Mfg. Co.
Lincoln, Nebraska

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Black Hills Clay Products Co.
Belle Fourche, South Dakota

Midland Brick & Tile Co.
Chillicothe, Missouri




