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16 Iowa City Public Works
 A six-phase project in progress consolidating 

essential municipal services into a 14-acre stretch 
of land south of downtown.

20 University of Iowa  
 Stanley Museum of Art
 Although the new building is also located near the 

river’s 500-year flood zone, its robust protection 
strategy will ensure that the museum’s contents stay 
safe and dry in case of another catastrophic event.

26 Flint Public Library
 For the community of Flint, Michigan, having a 

building to locate resources during a time of  
crisis was crucial.
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32 Ellis Golf Course Clubhouse
 The clubhouse acts as a backdrop and viewing 

point for the natural scenery surrounding it, 
showcasing a new beginning in the aftermath 
of a devastating storm.
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performance.

•  No sealants, gaskets or butyl tape means no streaking
and no maintenance for owners.

•  Not laminated or a composite material, so panels will
never delaminate.

•  At Dri-Design, we have a strict policy of recycling and
creating products that the world can live with.

•  Fully tested to exceed ASTM standards and the 
latest AAMA 508-07.

• Available in a variety of materials and colors.
•  Non-combustible and NFPA-285 compliant.

Dri-Design Metal Wall Panels manufactures facades in a nearly endless combination 
of metals, colors, shapes, and textures, providing almost limitless design options. 
Regardless of which design you choose, performance is at the foundation of every panel 
with Dri-Design’s highly tested attachment and water management system. Please visit 
our website or give us a call to fi nd out more.

616.355.2970 | dri-design.com

Saugus Middle High School - Saugus, MA // HMFH Architects
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editor’s letter
Welcome!

Andrew Ballard, AIA
Editor, Iowa Architect
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Several all-caps environmental certification systems exist in the U.S.: LEED, GBI, 
LBC, WELL, PHIUS, etc. An editor’s letter is far too short to spell all these and their 
worthy compatriots out, but I highly encourage you to explore what each has to 
offer. Spoiler alert: None packages an easy solution. Charting an ethical path—
within certification systems or along best practices—inevitably entails speculation 
and hard decisions. Notions of “correct” sustainable strategies are often not as 
objective or absolute as they might seem. Architects are obliged to approach these 
challenges rationally. We also find in them opportunity for poetry and art.

The buildings in our Fall issue push beyond obligatory solar panels, low-flow 
fixtures, and LED lighting. They enhance their communities’ core values and bring 
sustainable principles to bear in a compassionate and forward-thinking way. Some 
are tools for recovery. All are havens of resilience.

Stewardship extends beyond design and planning to encompass operation and 
management. As our magazine often notes, successful projects are an ongoing 
team effort. In this issue, building back better takes the coordinated response of 
agencies, funding sources, stakeholders, and a team of dedicated professionals. 
Architects step up as team captains—communicating, encouraging, scanning the 
field, moving off the ball, and finding beauty where there might seem only impasse 
(I’m also getting a little caught up watching Messi play for Miami, fyi).

Ultimately, golden days turn into golden years. How do architects allow for what 
might come next?
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Projects  
In Progresson the boards

Mason City  
Fire Department

Mason City, Iowa
Bergland + Cram Architects

Like any business vying and competing 
for workforce, the Mason City Fire 
Department faces a constant challenge 
of recruiting and retaining staff. The 
city realized they must invest in more 
desirable living and working quarters in 
order to entice new firefighters to join 
their team. An addition and renovation 
to the department aims to accommodate 
more personnel and enhance operations 
necessary to effectively engage with the 
public and respond to emergencies.

The design aims to optimize the 
safety and efficiency of department 
operations while demonstrating a 
commitment to staff accommodations 
and community welfare. The dorm 
exterior expresses strength and 
protection. The interior is informed by 
the concept of a ladder, as expressed 
down the dormitory’s corridor to the 
apparatus bays. A central skylight offers 
an abundance of natural light.
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Waverly Shell Rock Elementary Schools
Waverly, Iowa

INVISION

Bond passage in Waverly, Iowa, has allowed INVISION to move forward with the design of two elementary schools on greenfield 
sites near a recent housing development. The schools share similar plans, mirrored to address site conditions. Each K-4 building is 
designed to support modern education in a variety of ways with large group, small group, and individual learning spaces. A two-story 
media center with skylights is located at the heart of the learning community. The student commons and gym are situated to support 
after-hours community use and allow easy access to outdoor activity areas.
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People 
Products 

Inspirationcollected
AIA Iowa Allied Members
As a profession, architecture thrives on one 
key ingredient: collaboration. Throughout 
each project, our AIA Iowa members are 
constantly connecting with experts who 
provide the products, materials, and services 
that make their buildings possible. AIA Iowa 
Allied members are our partners through 
it all. Our profession relies on the lasting 
relationships we have with product suppliers, 
contractors, developers, manufacturers, 
distributors, engineers, landscape architects, 

planners, artists, and vendors in fields 
allied to architecture. No two projects are 
alike, and our AIA Iowa members value 
the deep understanding that each Allied 
member has about their area of expertise. 
Allied members help architects meet the 
ultimate project goal of marrying form with 
function to build an aesthetically pleasing 
but sustainably produced building. 

“The Allied members serve a valuable 
role within AIA Iowa. We strive to develop 

close relationships with all of the AIA 
architects across the state who ultimately 
select or influence which products or 
services are utilized on the projects they 
work on. Allied members have unique access 
to the AIA architects, and our knowledge 
and experience add value to their efforts. 
We serve as subject matter experts and 
resources from project inception to post-
occupancy,” says AIA Iowa Allied Director 
Grant Taylor of The Hansen Company. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR AIA IOWA ALLIED MEMBERS  
FOR BEING THE BEST PARTNERS IN THIS PROFESSION: 

818 – a tiny design empire
ABcreative Inc.
Action Reprographics
Advanced Architectural 

Products Inc.
Alamco Wood Products LLC. 

DBA: Bell Structural Solutions
Allen Consulting Group Inc.
Alvine Engineering
Andersen Windows Inc.
Architectural Products Inc.
Architectural Wall Systems LLC
Armstrong Ceilings
Arrow Lift
Atlas Molded Products
Baker Group
Basepoint Building Automations
Beeline + Blue
Bluestone Engineering
Building Products Inc. of Iowa
C&O Sales
Central Sales Inc.
CKF
Convergence
Coreslab Structures  

(Omaha) Inc.
CSLA Iowa
DCI Group
Diamond Vogel
Dur-A-Flex

Edwards Cast Stone Co.
Energy Panel Structures Inc.
Enterprise Precast Concrete Inc.
ForeverLawn Des Moines
Fredrikson & Byron Law Firm
G Davis and Associates
Glen-Gery Brick Center
Graham Construction
Greiner Construction
Hansen Company
Henning Companies
Hildreth Construction  

Services LLC
Hillesheim Architectural 

Products Inc.
Holmes Murphy & Associates
IMEG
Innovative Publishing
Iowa Ready Mixed 

Concrete Association
JE Dunn Construction
Johns Manville
Johnson Machine Works
Kate-Lo Tile & Stone
KCL Engineering
Keller & Associates
King’s Material Inc.
Koch Office Group
KPFF
Larson Construction Co. Inc.

Lashier Graphics & Signs
Latitude Signage + Design
Logan Contractors Supply
Mannington Commercial
Masonry Institute of Iowa
McClure
McGough Construction
Mechdyne Corporation
MidAmerican Energy Company
Midland Concrete Products
Mid-States Concrete Industries
MODUS
Mohawk Group
Molin Quality  

Concrete Solutions
MPC Enterprises Inc.
Nawkaw Midwest Inc.
Neumann Brothers Inc.
Olson-Larsen Galleries
PDM
PDW-Central Iowa LLC
Pigott
R&R Realty Group
Rapids Reproductions Inc.
RCS Millwork LC
Roof Top Sedums LLC
Roofing Representatives
Rust-Oleum Corporation
Schu Marketing
Schumacher Elevator Company

Seedorff Masonry Inc.
Service Reps Inc.
SGH Concepts
Shuck-Britson Inc.
Sika Corporation
Skold Companies
SNB Building Solutions
Story Construction Co.
SystemWorks LLC
Tarkett
TCC Materials
Team Services
TECHNOFORM
Terracon Consultants Inc.
The Waldinger Corporation
The Weitz Company
Thompson Electric Company
Tremco Roofing and 

Building Maintenance
Tri City Electric Co.
Trivalent Lighting Studio LLC
Turner Construction Company
Virginia Tile
Walsh Door & Security
Wells Concrete
Wenger Corporation
White Cap/Stetson 

Building Products
Willdan
WorkSpace Inc.



ENGINEERING SUSTAINABLE BUILDING SYSTEMS
FOR 40 YEARS

Stanley Center for Peace and Security - Muscatine, Iowa 
Architect: Neumann Monson Architects 

MEPFT Engineer: Design Engineers 
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IOWA ARCHITECTURAL 
EXAMINING BOARD (IAEB)
words : grant nordby, aia

Architecture became a licensed profession in the U.S. in 1857. 
As public buildings grew larger and more complex—and major 
fires and other disasters made the need obvious—individual 
states began to require licensure to practice architecture in 
the state. Building codes also became common in larger cities; 

these gradually consolidated into national model codes. Since 
then, such disasters have been rare and limited in extent.

Today, every state requires buildings above a certain size 
and complexity to be designed by licensed architects in 
conformity with adopted building codes. These are enforced 
by state or local building officials. Licensure of trained, 
experienced professional architects—with a duty to protect the 
public’s health, safety, and welfare—provides another layer of 
protection to a public unfamiliar with those codes and their 
reasons for being.

Iowa’s Architectural Examining Board (IAEB) was 
established in 1927 to ensure that only licensed architects 
in good standing may practice architecture in the state. It 
maintains a list of those licensed to practice and a list of 
those barred from practicing. Iowa code further makes it a 
misdemeanor for non-architects to misrepresent themselves 
as architects, with the possibility of civil penalties.

An architect must meet minimum training qualifications, 
experience requirements, and pass a multidivision exam in 
order to become licensed in Iowa. Fraud, incompetence, and 
other misconduct are grounds for revocation. Iowa was the 
first state—published in 1978—to require continuing education 
to remain licensed. Today, most jurisdictions follow Iowa’s 
lead by requiring continuing education.

Iowa’s architectural registration standards are not 
maintained in isolation; they are informed by the National 
Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB). 

NCARB plays an active role in in establishing professional 
registration standards that protect the public in a fair and 
reasonable way. As new Board member Bethany Jordan, AIA, 
describes, “Through NCARB, we’re part of a larger network of  

People & 
Places of 

Interestprof iles

“The IAEB Member Board is 
a group of volunteers who 
also have a passion for—
and understanding of—the 
issues upon which they act 
and of the importance of 
non-biased and thoughtful 
decisions, all of which are 
grounded for the benefit of 
all Iowans.”

– JEFFREY ANDERZHON, FAIA
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55 licensing jurisdictions across the country. Our rules are 
based on guidelines vetted by NCARB and reviewed by 
the State. We don’t work in a silo—we share information, 
lessons learned, and solutions to shared problems. 
IAEB seeks to continually improve our policies and 
rules while protecting the health, safety, and welfare 
of the public.” A member organization of NCARB, the 
IAEB both contributes to and draws insights from this 
larger community of registering organizations.

Jeffrey Anderzhon, FAIA, expresses a sentiment common 
among Board members, “The Iowa Architectural Examining 
Board is staffed with extremely capable and dedicated 
personnel who fully understand the importance of the work 
they do. The IAEB Member Board is a group of volunteers 
who also have a passion for—and understanding of—the issues 
upon which they act and of the importance of non-biased and 
thoughtful decisions, all of which are grounded for the benefit 
of all Iowans.”

In the late 1970s, members of AIA Iowa advocated for the establishment of clear and concise guidelines for contact 

hours as the principal means of achieving professional continuing education. These guidelines, which are still in use 

today, have ensured that licensed architects maintain the necessary skills and knowledge required to uphold the 

safety, health, and welfare of Iowans through architecture. The general law requiring continuing education for all 

licensed professionals was adopted in 1979 as Chapter 272C of the Iowa Code. The Architectural Examining Board 

subsequently promulgated detailed requirements found in IAC (Iowa Administrative Code) 193B, Chapter 3. Since 

the adoption of the law and rules, continuing education has been instrumental in maintaining a high percentage of 

licensed architects in Iowa as active members of AIA Iowa. This has been made possible by providing architects with a 

convenient, effective, and economical means of capturing CE hours. As William Dikis, FAIA, noted, “These requirements 

have had a significant impact on the high level of excellence of architecture in Iowa while also contributing to the 

continued success of the profession and the health and safety of Iowans.” 

Find code and rules at www.legis.iowa.gov/law, which also offers extensive information about state government.
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People & 
Places of 

Interestprof iles

Jessica Reinert, Hon. AIA Iowa, has been a dedicated force 
behind the American Institute of Architects, Iowa Chapter  
(AIA Iowa), evolution over the last two decades. As the 
executive director, she remains keenly attuned to the 
industry’s shifts and their impact on the organization’s 
members. She’s seen change affect the organization in many 
different ways—big and small.

“When I first started, everything was done on paper—
forms, directories, magazines. But now, we have embraced 
digitization,” Reinert explains. She focuses on harnessing 
technology to enhance member services. “We prioritize 
streamlining our internal processes to ensure we can provide 
the latest and most relevant programs and educational 
offerings to our members,” she adds.

One of Reinert’s proudest accomplishments as executive 
director has been fostering diversity within the organization. 
“Increasing diversity and creating a platform for members from 
all backgrounds has been a primary goal,” she emphasizes. 
Simple steps, such as making the Board of Directors’ election 
process more transparent, have had a positive impact. “By 
increasing accessibility, we can achieve higher member 
satisfaction and make a larger impact across the state,” Reinert 
notes. She has also taken measures to diversify the AIA Iowa 
staff, recognizing the unique perspectives and efficiencies that 
a diverse team brings. Reinert acknowledges that architectural 
nonprofit experience is not common, so she actively taps into 
her team’s wide range of skills and talents to drive success.

Reinert’s ability to quickly adapt to unfamiliar territory has 
been instrumental in her leadership journey. Starting as the 
director of communications and progressing through roles like 
deputy director to her current position as executive director, 
she has seamlessly transitioned from a task-oriented mindset 
to strategic decision-making. “Today, I focus on long-term 

Jessica Reinert’s 20th 
Anniversary with AIA Iowa
words : nick lindsley, aia  image : alex michl, assoc. aia
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strategies to anticipate staffing and member needs of the future. 
I constantly ask myself how our actions today will create a ripple 
effect five to 10 years down the road,” Reinert shares.

During her tenure, Reinert has navigated significant 
challenges, including the Great Recession and the recent 
pandemic. Understanding the members’ needs has guided her 
efforts. “Above all, our members needed to feel connected to 
us, knowing that we are advocating for them and listening 
to their concerns,” she states. In response to the recession, 
AIA Iowa implemented special programs to support members 
transitioning to new career paths, providing continuing 
education and volunteer opportunities. Similarly, during the 
pandemic, the chapter served as a vital support system. “We 
reached out to members [and] conducted extensive research 
to understand their unique situations, the current market, and 
ensured they had a sense of community,” Reinert explains.

Reinert envisions a future for AIA Iowa that embraces 
increasing diversity to tackle tomorrow’s challenges and sustain 
the profession as well as the workforce. She also encourages AIA 
Iowa members to advocate for themselves and tell their stories. 
“Chapter staff advocate for architects and architecture through 
various programs and initiatives, but we could move the needle 
even further if our members shared their own unique narratives. 
By highlighting why hiring an architect matters and showcasing 
the impact architects have on communities, they can inspire 
others and demonstrate the remarkable work our members do,” 
she asserts, humorously adding, “Sometimes, I wish I had a 
magic wand to make this type of self-advocacy happen.”

Sustaining the volunteer core of the organization is another 
aspiration for Reinert. She acknowledges that technology 
has allowed the chapter to remain connected virtually, but 
retaining volunteers requires providing engaging opportunities 
and programs aligned with their interests is a must for the 
long-term success of the organization. “It’s a reciprocal 
relationship—captivating volunteers with exciting events 
generates member participation and support,” she emphasizes.

Reinert is thrilled about recent initiatives such as the 
“Bee an Architect” activity book for kids and a guidebook for 
school administrators, both aimed at making an impact on 
children and teachers in the state. She expresses pride in these 
endeavors and hopes to publish more informative materials 
that provide accurate information to diverse owner groups, 
furthering the mission of AIA Iowa.

When reflecting on her appreciation for architecture over 
the past 20 years, Reinert recalls her limited exposure to the 

profession during her upbringing on a farm in northwest Iowa. 
Her passion for the arts served as a bridge to architecture 
and the creative fields. “I have come to love how personal 
architecture can be. It can mean something entirely different to 
each person, much like art,” she muses. Her current passion lies 
in supporting the unwavering dedication of architects. “During 
their college years, our members form a tight-knit community, 
and we assist them in navigating their path to becoming 
architects. It is rewarding to witness their growth, seeing 
students I knew from ISU become firm principals or establish 
their own firms. Supporting their journeys is paramount,” 
Reinert asserts.

Reinert embodies a servant-leader mentality, viewing 
her role as one of support and nurturing. She relishes the 
opportunity to provide assistance during challenging moments 
or to help individuals achieve their career goals. “I have a 
bird’s-eye view of the profession, and I feel like a connector, 
linking people together to help them achieve their aspirations,” 
she describes her approach.

As two decades of impactful leadership testify, Jessica 
Reinert has played a pivotal role in driving positive change. Yet, 
she remains steadfast in sharing the credit with the collective 
effort of the staff, board members, and committees. “It’s a big 
group of people; putting the right people in the right places is 
the key to the success of our volunteers and the organization. 
I never want anyone to feel they’re not getting the thanks they 
deserve—it’s a collective group that’s moved things forward, 
and I don’t want to discount that.” Reinert’s unwavering 
commitment continues to propel the monumental ship of  
AIA Iowa forward.

“ I have a bird’s-eye view of 
the profession, and I feel like 
a connector, linking people 
together to help them 
achieve their aspirations.”



14io
w

a 
ar

ch
ite

ct
    

 

EMBODIED CARBON    SUSTAINABLE HOUSING    LASTING BEAUTY 

KPFF is a proud signatory of the Structural Engineers 
2050 Commitment, which states that “All structural 
engineers shall understand, reduce and ultimately 
eliminate embodied carbon in their projects by 2050.”

Check out or Embodied Carbon Plan to see how we 
are building for tomorrow, today. Visit our website for 
more information. 

Let’s connect.
Learn more 

about KPFF by 
scanning the 

QR Code.

KPFF is a signatory of 

Consulting
Engineers

District O�ce, Portland, OR
This 90,000sf, 6-story, mass timber o�ce 
building over one level of below grade parking 
includes CLT floor panels, glulam posts and 
beams, and a custom feature stair made from 
mass plywood panels (featured in the photo 
above).
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shive-hattery.com

With walkability, EV charging,  
and carbon-sink structure literally  
built into the college experience,  
students leave not just with a degree, 
but sustainable habits that will serve 
them long after graduation.  
 

IOWA CITY, IA

It’s one more way  
we design what matters.

RIVERFRONT WEST

University of Iowa
Stanley Museum of Art

BNIM
Iowa City, IA

www.seedorff.com
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Iowa City Public Works
words : emily gist  images : cameron campbell, aia, integrated studio  architect : neumann monson architects
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Nuances of an infrastructural system may often go unnoticed 
unless they aren’t working. As Neumann Monson Architects’ 
Associate Principal Jesse Bulman, AIA, put it, “You don’t see 
the guy fixing the water pipe or the woman making sure the 
pothole’s filled. You see it when it’s a problem, but after it’s 
fixed, you just drive right over it.”

It takes a lot of care and planning to keep a behind-the-
scenes municipal machine like this moving smoothly. Often, 
public works departments grow slowly, incrementally. 
Staff often “make do” with reused structures and scattered 
resources. When an urban area reaches a certain size though, 
the safety concerns and inefficiencies inherent in that approach 
just don’t pass muster. It’s time for officials to take a step back 
and put a vision in place.

Iowa City’s existing facilities were ill-equipped and out of 
date. For example, the streets and traffic departments were 
at what used to be a refuse center. The space was built for 
much smaller vehicles with 8- to 10-foot-wide doors. Modern 
snowplows require 12 to 14 feet of clearance. “They didn’t have 
enough coverage, so those vehicles were parked out in the cold. 
Workers had to plug them in or start them early and let them 
idle to warm up, because you can’t just jump in and drive down 
the road,” Bulman recalls.

The wastewater department faced their own issues with 
overhead lighting from the 1940s and facilities scattered across 
the city. “Their facility was just a warehouse that they used. It 
wasn’t designed for water distribution,” says Bulman. “Now, we 
have some cover for some of their equipment and all of their 
modern shops.” The new facility houses the essential tools, 
including a jib crane and wash bays. 

Bulman described the old traffic control station as almost 
comically small. With only one workbench, a single broken 
signal box could cause a noticeable strain. “Now, they have six 
stations so they can build multiple cabinets and have one that’s 
sitting there ready to go. When there’s a car accident or the 
motherboard goes down, it allows them to get that street back 
open quickly,” says Bulman. 

Iowa City responded by collaborating with Neumann Monson 
Architects and others on a six-phase project to consolidate 
essential municipal services into a 14-acre stretch of land south 
of downtown. The city-owned plot was primarily an equipment 
and material storage lot. Site priorities drawn from the City’s 
2015 South District Plan included connecting to the trail system, 
incorporating native plantings, and establishing an appropriate 
pedestrian scale along the street. Municipal department staff 
responded to surveys, participated in charettes, and provided 
input throughout the process. 

Iowa City Public Works represents the first half of phase one. 
It serves three of five public works divisions, providing a hub for 
the city’s essential services that address vehicle and equipment 
needs. The program includes shops, large-scale vehicle/equipment 

At left: Iowa City Public Works represents the first half of phase one. It 
serves three of five public works divisions, providing a hub for the city’s 
essential services that addresses vehicle and equipment needs. The 
program includes shops, large-scale vehicle/equipment storage, wash 
bays, and mezzanine storage as well as police and fire department storage 
and fire training facilities.
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storage, wash bays, and mezzanine storage as well as police and 
fire department storage and fire training facilities.

The building’s east side, which borders a well-used bike trail, 
considers a growing residential neighborhood across the road. 
Projecting windows—lit dynamically at night—modulate the 
structure’s scale. The facade’s civic measure belies its building’s 
rugged program.

“Re-examining the different systems and how to put them 
together had a big impact. And that helped us also deliver a 
better product at a lower cost to the client.” Materials are cost-
effective, durable, and easily maintained. Solar panels lower 
energy bills, as does allocating heating and cooling strategically. 
Offices are fully conditioned but the shop, where garage doors 
are often open, is not. 

Natural light is abundant. Large windows to the street, 40 
skylights, and two translucent polycarbonate walls provide 
a naturally lit work environment that lends operational 
efficiencies. A post-occupancy survey recorded that 78 percent 
of the building’s users felt working environment safety was 
improved, 93 percent felt environmental health was improved, 
and 86 percent felt efficiency and collaboration was improved. 

Water conservation measures include efficient fixtures, 
reclamation systems, and drainage filters. All new plantings  
are drought-resistant and un-irrigated. More than 3,400 native 
and adaptive drought-resistant species now occupy more 

than 10,800 square feet along Gilbert Street and McCollister 
Boulevard, helping to balance the program’s extensive 
internal hardscape requirements. The small vehicle wash bay’s 
reclamation system reduces potable water usage by 65 percent 
and the fire training area’s reclamation system conserves more 
than 600,000 gallons a year. Uncontaminated site runoff is 
directed to the river via a filtering retention area. 

Neumann Monson Architects took into account potential future 
expansions and changes. “If we do a better job planning today, it 
will make it easier to afford and implement later,” Bulman reasons. 
Fifty-foot structural spans minimize obstructions. Modularity 
allows precast panels and polycarbonate glazing to be replaced, 
repaired, and expanded upon quickly and easily. Some offices 
include easily demountable partition walls to facilitate a planned 
relocation in a later phase. The roof drainage system’s central 
collection point will facilitate future gray water reuse.

Iowa Public Works has earned multiple awards, including a 
2022 AIA National COTE Top Ten Award, a 2020 AIA Central States 
Design Award, a 2020 AIA Iowa Design Award, and an American 
Public Works Association Award.  For Bulman, the awards signify 
more than simply an accolade. “When you see architects, clients, 
and contractors come together and really rethink these projects, 
it can be a catalyst to help other people see there are other 
opportunities that they can afford in this project type,” Bulman 
says. “And that, to me, is worth more than the awards.”

At top: Iowa Public Works has earned multiple awards, including a 2022 AIA National COTE Top Ten Award, a 2020 AIA Central States Design 
Award, a 2020 AIA Iowa Design Award, and an American Public Works Association award.
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Top left: More than 3,400 native and adaptive drought-resistant species 
now occupy more than 10,800 square feet along Gilbert Street and 
McCollister Boulevard.  Top right: The building’s east side, which borders 
a well-used bike trail, considers a growing residential neighborhood across 
the road. At bottom: Natural light is abundant. Large windows to the 
street, 40 skylights, and two translucent polycarbonate walls provide a 
naturally lit work environment that lends operational efficiencies.
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Handled with Care: 
words : anna aversing, assoc. aia  
images : nick merrick  
architect : bnim architects

A Monumental Move for University of Iowa’s 
Stanley Museum of Art
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When the University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art opened 
its doors to the public on August 26, 2022, it welcomed 6,000 
visitors to its inaugural exhibition, aptly titled “Homecoming.” 
Nearly 30,000 people visited the museum by the end of the 
year, and the crowds have not ceased. 

2008’s historic flood devastated Harrison & Abramovitz’ 
1969 art museum on the north end of the university’s arts 
campus, so school officials decided to locate its successor 
on safer, more visible ground. In the meantime, its vast 
collections—encompassing modern art, contemporary art, 
ceramics, drawings, prints, photography, African art, Oceanic 
art, and indigenous art of the Americas—were placed in storage 
or loaned to other institutions.  Now those resources take their 
place alongside nearly 100 newly installed artworks in a striking  
brick volume designed by BNIM Architects’ Des Moines office. 
The building is a gathering place for students and the public to 
explore galleries, attend classes, and enjoy public programs.

BNIM worked closely with the university during site selection 
to make sure the museum’s orientation, accessibility, and 
visibility would connect the campus and draw in visitors.  
As a result, Stanley Museum of Art rises comfortably among 
RDG Planning & Design’s Campus Recreation & Wellness Center 

and eccentric (and architecturally overlooked) institutional 
elders such as SOM’s Lindquist Center and Charles Richardson 
and Associates’ Main Library extension. The museum’s position 
on Gibson Square’s west side allows the rest of the block to 
realize its tranquil potential as a tree-shaded sculpture park 
crossed by pathways. 

The Stanley Museum’s welcoming stance and open connection 
to the surrounding campus belies the flood-related fortification 
that BNIM subtly integrated into the design. Although the new 
building is also located near the river’s 500-year flood zone, 
its robust protection strategy will ensure that the museum’s 
contents stay safe and dry in case of another catastrophic event.

BNIM project architect Levi Robb, AIA, notes: “From the 
outset we viewed this building as a jewelry box for displaying 
the collection.” Programmatic requirements posed a difficult 
challenge: How can a building maintain an inviting visibility 
while shielding delicate art collections from the sun? How do 
you animate a building that is necessarily opaque?  

The solution, Robb explains, was to create “timeless elegance 
and simple beauty through detailing.” The design centers on the 
artwork and functionality of its displays. The building achieves 
an understated elegance through differing brick bonds, a 

Above: Although the new building is also located near the river’s 500-year flood zone, its robust protection strategy will ensure that the museum’s 
contents stay safe and dry in another catastrophic event. Opposite: BNIM worked closely with the university during site selection to make sure the 
museum’s orientation, accessibility, and visibility would connect the campus and draw in visitors..
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subtle patterning that clicks as it hits, leaving first-time visitors 
wondering how a building with no windows somehow just feels 
good. Reflective manganese in the Flemish bond’s glaze renders 
it dark but lustrous. Fields of projecting bricks differentiate 
levels with artworks from other public spaces. 

As visitors enter the space, the brick exterior’s gravitas 
dissolves into a voluminous and light-filled lobby with an exu-
berant entourage of red Womb Chairs. Clear white ash slats on 
ceilings and walls connect lobby spaces to the central stair and 
guide visitors to keep moving through, up, and out. 

There is no wrong way to navigate the museum’s collections. 
After visiting the welcome desk, visitors embark on a choose-
your-own-adventure route through collections that span 
centuries. A knowledge of fine art is not required to enjoy the 
Stanley Museum’s vast offerings; the self-guided tours and free 
literature provide ample information about the significance of 
each piece and include prompts and questions to encourage 
reflection and discussion.

These guidance features are reinforced by an intuitive 
circulation strategy: a central open-air courtyard accessible 
on the ground level and visible from every floor. The resultant 
light well, adjacent to the main stair, acts as a connection and 

orientation device. As visitors finish viewing the collections on 
the second and third floors, the light well’s guiding glow steers 
them back toward the center and onward. 

Nighttime and overcast days reveal the lobby’s ability to illumi-
nate externally, lending a floating effect to the dense brick volume 
above and emphasizing the ground floor’s connection to the park. 
Transparency on the ground floor was very much intentional, a 
major design move that Museum Director Laura Lessing describes 
as a metaphor for how the museum functions. “We belong to the 
community and the campus, and we want to function in partner-
ship with the people in this community,” Lessing explains. 

BNIM aimed to create spaces that showcase world-class art 
collections, provide flexibility and functionality, and engage 
audiences in support of the university’s educational mission. The 
Stanley Museum’s self-guided tour promotes the “Iowa Idea,” 
an inclusive approach to liberal arts education that integrates 
art practice with art history and generates cross-disciplinary 
creativity. It features work by University of Iowa students, faculty, 
and alumni that inspired universities across the country. All the 
museum’s collections, exhibits, and programs are free and open 
to all, allowing the museum to serve as a gathering place for 
discovery and discussion. 
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Top left: The level 3 terrace formally connects with the light well, which extends through the building and acts as a wayfinding device for visitors 
and a tool for controlling light entering the building. The terrace offers views across the river, as well as a place for public and private receptions and 
opportunities for outdoor exhibitions. Top right: As visitors enter the space, the brick exterior’s gravitas dissolves into a voluminous and light-filled 
lobby with an exuberant entourage of red Womb Chairs. Bottom left: After visiting the welcome desk, visitors embark on a choose-your-own-adventure 
route through collections that span centuries. Bottom right: As visitors circulate through the galleries and public spaces, the adjacency of the stair 
and light well work in conjunction to offer moments of visual reprieve with views to the exterior and a clear level of wayfinding throughout the building.
Opposite: The Stanley Museum’s welcoming stance and open connection to the surrounding campus belies the flood-related fortification that BNIM 
subtly integrated into the design.
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Libraries are more than a place to grab the latest read. For small 
communities and large municipalities, libraries are a vital resource 
for technology, children’s programming, access to books, and much 
more. For the community of Flint, Michigan, having a building to 
locate resources during a time of crisis was crucial. 

FLINT PUBLIC LIBRARY

A Community 
Lifeline
words : Jessica sears  images : alex michl, assoc. aia  architect : opn architects
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At top: The new atrium space and learning stairs with floating conference 
room above draw visitors in. Bottom right: The original building had three 
meeting rooms, while the renovation boasts 12. A conference suite takes 
up residency on the upper level with new study rooms, which have been in 
“nonstop use.” Bottom left:  A large opening was cut into the floor slab 
between the first and second floors to create an atrium-like space with a new 
stairway. Opposite: Libraries are more than a place to grab the latest read. 
For small communities and large municipalities, libraries are a vital resource 
for technology, children’s programming, access to books, and much more.
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A lack of clean water in Flint led to a complete collapse of 
property values. What initially existed as a multiple-branch 
library system ultimately diminished to only the main location. 
The community decided that pouring as much funding as 
possible into this one building would enable it to function as a 
community lifeline. After a search, OPN Architects was selected 
to design its renovation. The goal was to modernize and adapt 
the library to fit Flint’s specific needs. 

The team discovered early on that the initial project budget 
of $12 million would only give the library a small refresh, with 
no allowance for infrastructure improvements and mechanical 
system upgrades. The library’s team was dreaming bigger, 
explains Toby Olsen, associate principal at OPN Architects. Flint 
Public Library expanded the scope and budget to $30 million 
to transform the facility and maintain library services at a 
temporary location during construction. The project started from 

scratch—Olsen and his team took the building down to its core 
structure and exterior walls and then replaced everything else, 
with a complete interior redesign. Community partners passed 
a $12 million bond to expand the project, and the remaining 
funding was filled by community leaders and foundations. The 
Mott Foundation in Flint was a significant donor to the project.

The original building wasn’t conducive to the public’s needs, 
says Olsen. “Community rooms were relegated to the lower 
level, and they were in dire straits. There were very few meeting 
spaces. This was an opportunity to reimagine all of the space 
that was in the building. How do we give that back to the people 
and the community of Flint?” The offices in the original layout 
were on the second floor, which offered views of the street 
lawn. Rather than keep offices on that level, OPN decided that 
community members should have the chance to enjoy the 
outside scenery. Offices were moved to the lower level, and a 
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large opening was cut into the floor slab between the first and 
second floors to create an atrium-like space with a new stairway. 
Bathrooms originally against exterior walls were also moved 
and consolidated into the building’s core. This lent a more open 
design that improved lines of sight, security, and wayfinding 
while also bringing in natural light. 

“We wanted to be very sensitive to the mid-century modern 
aesthetic of the building,” Olsen explains. “The Flint Public 
Library sits on the Flint Cultural Campus, so it’s among many 
mid-century modern buildings.” OPN matched infill masonry 
to the existing exterior brick at the new community terrace and 
community room areas. For other areas of the building, the team 
added new insulation and windows, replacing green metal panels 
with a poly resin panel system that Olsen describes as a “dark-
wood wrap.” 

The usability and expansion of resource rooms are what Olsen 
says he’s most proud of. The original building had three meeting 
rooms, while the renovation boasts 12. A conference suite takes 
up residency on the upper level with new study rooms, which 
have been in “nonstop use.” The children’s area has also doubled 
in size. “It’s become a hub for the community in many wonderful 
ways and ways that we couldn’t even imagine,” Olsen says.

The service model was completely reimagined. Previously, 
patrons encountered a security guard and large desk at the entry 
ropes and stanchions, which made for an uninviting mood. Now, 
the lobby has a kiosk/concierge-type of model with self-service 
checkouts. The new atrium space with learning stairs draws 
visitors in. 

An expansive community room features large sliding glass 
doors that connect to the lobby. The library can open the doors 
or close them off. If left open, the space spills out into a new 
terrace, perfect for event space. You can even book a wedding, as 
the library now also contains catering kitchens and other event 
support areas. Each space lends to the library’s flexibility, both 
as a community and family resource and as an event hub.

Patrons can read outside and enjoy the fresh air, or they can 
look out at the flowers as they study indoors. The community 
exceeded their goal of creating a vibrant, inviting space for Flint 
residents in a time of healing. Libraries can often be taken for 
granted, yet without them, communities lose a much-needed 
area to cultivate learning and offer accessibility. 

“This is an opportunity to share with the world that Flint isn’t 
this tragic place,” says Olsen. “It is still a place where there’s 
community, and they have agency and try to make their world 
better. Flint is still struggling. There’s a lot of real issues that the 
community is facing. This is a way to kind of say, ‘Hey, we’re not 
giving in.’”

At top, opposite: “We wanted to be very sensitive to the mid-century 
modern aesthetic of the building,” Olsen explains. “The Flint Public 
Library sits on the Flint Cultural Campus, so it’s among many mid-century 
modern buildings,” explains Toby Olsen, associate principal at OPN 
Architects. At bottom, opposite: The project pivoted to instead start 
from scratch—Olsen and his team took the building down to its core 
structure and exterior walls and then replaced everything else, with a 
complete interior redesign. At top: The community exceeded their goal 
of creating a vibrant, inviting space for Flint residents in a time of healing. 
At bottom: Adjacent to the building are outdoor program spaces, 
gardens, terraces, and water filtration systems.
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FROM DEVASTATION, 
A NEW BEGINNING:  
Ellis Golf Course Clubhouse
words : breanna rivera  images : cameron campbell, aia, integrated studio  architect : opn architects
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On August 10, 2020, a powerful derecho with winds up to 140 miles 
per hour swept through Iowa and caused 700 miles of destruction 
in a span of 14 hours. Most of the state felt the storm’s impact, with 
more than 400,000 people losing power. 

Cedar Rapids was particularly shaken, with more than half its 
urban tree canopy downed and countless buildings damaged or 
destroyed. Streets and sidewalks were unrecognizably littered with 
branches and debris. The storm left the city in shock and devasta-
tion, and some residents continued without power for two weeks.

Among Cedar Rapids’ affected areas was the historic Ellis Golf 
Course, a public, city-owned course with affordable rates making 
golf available to all. It opened with nine holes in 1919 and grew to  
18 holes in 1949. A clubhouse was added in the 1960s. 

Other golf courses across the city were able to get back to business 
shortly after the storm’s passing, but Ellis’ damage was far more 
significant and would require time, effort, and resources before 
visitors could walk its greens again. The derecho culled 850 trees and 
demolished the clubhouse, a touchstone of any Ellis golf outing.

Months later, the city announced plans to build a new clubhouse 
that could be as useful, inviting, and beautiful. The project was 
financed mostly through insurance payout, with general funds 
covering the rest of the $3.5 million project. A request for proposals 
resulted in the selection of OPN Architects and a consultant team. 

The 6,000-square-foot clubhouse is organized beneath a 
single-slope roof with a wood deck that warms and softens 
the clubhouse’s otherwise grayscale surfaces while lending 
indoor-outdoor continuity. Multiple entry points connect to the 

concessions, bar area, and pro shop. A generous event hall and 
porch anchor the building’s north. On the west below the high eave 
and facing the golf course, corrugated panels alternate with floor-
to-ceiling glass. “The original clubhouse didn’t visually open,” 
says David Sorg, AIA, OPN principal. “So, what we wanted is once 
you come in from the front door, there’s a procession through the 
clubhouse, and then it immediately opens up to the beautiful views 
of the over-100-year-old historic Ellis golf course.”

The clubhouse’s simplicity allows it to act as a backdrop and 
viewing point for the natural scenery surrounding it. The clubhouse 
impacts its environment minimally and is on track to be net-zero, 
according to Sorg. “It wanted to be responsible to the environment 
at a larger scale as well as its immediate surroundings.”

For Sorg and his team, collaborating with the city to help 
rebuild after the disaster was incredibly fulfilling. “We 
appreciated the city’s commitment to not only sustainability, 
but design excellence,” says Sorg. “They embraced the goal to do 
something special … and to be able to design something for our 
community after a traumatic event like the derecho and then 
work with the city in that partnership … was a great, rewarding 
experience for us.”

The new Ellis Golf Course Clubhouse reflects the resilient nature 
of the city, the strength of its community, and the dedication of 
those who call Cedar Rapids home. As Sorg notes, “The City of 
Cedar Rapids, whether it’s a flood or a derecho, they don’t want 
to just get back—they want to build back better. And I think this 
building is a great example of coming back better and stronger.”
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 At top and bottom right: Multiple entry points connect to the 
concessions, bar area, and pro shop. Bottom left: On the west below the 
high eave and facing the golf course, corrugated panels alternate with 
floor-to-ceiling glass. Opposite: The clubhouse’s simplicity allows it to 
act as a backdrop and viewing point for the natural scenery surrounding it. 
Previous page: The 5,000-square foot clubhouse is organized beneath a 
single-slope roof with a wood deck that warms and softens the clubhouse’s 
otherwise grayscale surfaces while lending indoor-outdoor continuity. 
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Find more about becoming an architect and engaging youth through the
AIA Iowa Bee an Architect program. Visit  www.AIAIowa.org/FutureArchitects
to find free resources for all ages, including the Bee an Architect Activity &
Coloring Book available in digital and print formats.

COMMUNITY.
It’s built with King’s.
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KINGSMATERIAL.COM

Proudly serving the 
Midwest’s precast needs.

(319) 986-2226 (Mount Pleasant) 
(515)214-7771 (Des Moines) 
sales@mpcent.com / mpcent.com

+ 
Follow MPC 
on LinkedIn

Project: 
Leepfrog Technologies  

Contractor: 
Build to Suit Incorporated 

Architect: 
ASK STUDIO 

Photo: 
Steve Sullivan (Sullivan Photography)

Project:
Kirkwood Performing Arts Center
Contractor:
BSI Constructors, Inc.
Architect: 
Jacobs 
Photo: 
Documodern LLC

 
2023 PCI Design Award Winner 
for Best Theater Building
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Taracon Precast offers customizable precast solutions 
that combine strength and beauty in a superior output 
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finish. We encourage your design challenges to inspire 
our next great innovation.

WE BUILD BETTER BUILDINGS.BUILDING YOUR VISION

P: 319.334.7061

www.larsonconst.com

600 17th Street, PO Box 112

Independence, IA 50644

Scan to find out more about our great company!
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project credits

Iowa City Public Works
Architect: Neumann Monson Architects
Location: Iowa City, Iowa
Civil Engineer: Snyder
Contractor: Merit Construction
Equipment Consultant: HDR | 
Maintenance Design Group
Landscape Design: Genus
MEP Engineer: Modus
Structural Engineer: Raker Rhodes Engineering
Photographer: Cameron Campbell, 
AIA, Integrated Studio

University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art
Architect: BNIM Architects
Location: Iowa City, Iowa
AV Consultant: Jaffe Holden
Civil Engineer: Shive Hattery 
Architecture Engineering
Contractor: Russell Construction
Elevator: Lerch Bates
Envelope: Eckersley O’Callaghan
Furniture: Pigott
Lighting: Renfro Design Group
Masonry: Seedorf Masonry
MEP Engineer: Design Engineers
Museum: Walt Crimm
Security: Architects Security Group
Signage: Environmental Graphic Design
Structural Engineer: Meyer Borgman Johnson
Photographer: Nick Merrrick

Flint Public Library
Architect: OPN Architects
Location: Flint, Michigan
Photographer: Alex Michl, Assoc. AIA

Ellis Golf Course Clubhouse
Architect: OPN Architects Inc.
Location: Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Photographer: Cameron Campbell, 
AIA, Integrated Studio
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