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NEW LOW RATES FOR 
ELECTRIC HEATING! 
Kansas City Power & Light Company 
Offers New Low Electric Heating Rotes 
for Offices, Stores and Other 
Commercial and Industrial Locations. 

IF YOU ARE PLANNING A NEW OFFICE BUILDING, STORE or any 
kind of commercial or industrial project. . expanding present 
facilities or making alterations — it will pay to find out more 
about the many advantages of Electric Space Heating. You may 
discover that it offers the real solution to your problem . . . 
and the rates are lower than ever before! Call GRand 1-0060 
and ask for one of our Electric Heating Specialists. 

HERE'S WHY YOU SHOULD INSTALL 
MODERN ELECTRIC SPACE HEATING... 
C L E A N . . . No flame, no smoke, no soot; cleaning and redeco­
rating costs are greatly reduced. 

FAST . . . Speedy, almost-instant warmth—no long waits for 
equipment to warm up. 

S A F E . . As safe as the electric light you read by. 
C O M F O R T A B L E . . . Temperatures can be controlled at the exact 
degree you want in every room. 

E C O N O M I C A L New All-Electric Rate makes electricity for 
heating lower than ever before-, usually cheapest to install and 
maintain. 

S P A C E - S A Y I N G . . Equipment requires less space than older 
heating systems; no chimney necessary. 
H E A L T H F U L . . No flues or vents needed; steady, even heat: 
no hot spots, cold areas and drafts. 

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 



A R C H I T E C T S 

• K & E P H O T A C T 
Tracing Reproductions on cloth or paper 

•A Faithful Delineation Duplicates 
on glossy or matte 

^ All Special Techniques to 
save you drafting time, 
including MICRO-MASTER 105mm 

W E S T E R N 
BLUE PRIHT CO 
9 0 3 GRAND • KANSAS CITY, MO. 
SOUTH SIDE PLANT 17 E. GREGORY 

T E C H N I C A I . 
P H O T O G R A P H Y 

V I C T O R 2 - 7 8 8 1 



LLOYD ROARK NOMINEE 
FOR HIGH INSTITUTE OFFICE 

/. Lloyd Roark, Jr. 

It is most g r a t i f y i n g to the Kansas City Chapter that the m e m ­
bers of the Cent ra l States Region — as a Region — h a v e seen 
f i t to nominate Lloyd Roark for Second Vice-president of the 
Institute. M a n y Inst i tute members fee l , as do w e in the Region 
a n d Chapter , tha t Lloyd's contr ibut ions to the a f f a i r s o f the 
Institute as Regional Director hove been so ou ts tand ing t ha t he 
should cont inue as a m e m b e r of the Board . A n y t h i n g less w o u l d 
be a disservice to our pro fess ion. His recent exper ience on Boa rd 
Commit tees, especia l ly as C h a i r m a n of the v i ta l O r g a n i z a t i o n 
Study Commit tee, has m o d e h im on asset to the present B o a r d 
a n d w o u l d make h im an i nva luab le member of the n e w one. 



Roark, a devo ted a n d t ireless w o r k e r f o r The Institute 
and the Chapter , became a Corpora te Member of the 
Kansas City Chapter in 1949. He served as secretary to 
the Chapter in 1950 a n d 1 9 5 1 , a n d as president in 1952 
and 1953. He was president of the Chap te r a t the t ime 
of the 1952 Regional Conference in Kansas City a n d 
w i l l be remembered fo r the e f f i c ien t m a n n e r in w h i c h 
he di rected al l the proceedings a n d admin is te red other 
detai ls requ i red of the host chapter . In 1954, a f te r t w o 
terms as president, he w a s elected to a 3-year te rm as 
a director of the Chapter . 

In 1953, Roark w a s n a m e d to serve on the Na t iona l 
Chapter A f f a i r s Commit tee, w h i c h w a s headed by Beryl 
Price. This commit tee w a s a g rea t fo rce in shap ing pol­
icies and act ivi t ies at the no t iona l l evo l . Dur ing the years 
Roark served on this commi t tee , he ac ted as a l ia ison 
member between the commit tee a n d the Regional Council 
a n d d id much to en l igh ten the N a t i o n a l Board on re­
g iona l prob lems a f fec t ing our members a n d chapter . 

He was elected Regional Director o f the Centra l States 
District in 1957. Dur ing his te rm he has served on several 
Board commit tees — a m o n g them the ve ry impor tan t 
Commi t tee on Structure. This commi t tee , under the lead­
ersh ip of Phil W i l l , has recently submi t ted to the member­
sh ip their recommendat ions f o r r eo rgan i za t i on of The 
Inst i tute, wh ich is one of the m a j o r i tems to be discussed 
a t the 1960 No t iona l Convent ion . 

Eighteen months ago , Roark w a s a p p o i n t e d to the 
Oc tagon Review Commit tee — this commi t tee u l t imate ly 
became the Organ iza t i on Study Commi t tee , of wh ich he 
is cha i rman . W o r k i n g w i t h a consu l t ing m a n a g e m e n t 
counse l , this commit tee rev i ewed the ope ra t i on of the 
Oc tagon . Their recommendat ions w e r e presented at the 
lost Board meet ing and were a d o p t e d in f u l l . Reorgan­
iza t ion is to start immed ia te ly a n d shou ld become fu l l y 
e f fec t i ve w i t h i n a f e w months. 

Roark g r a d u a t e d f r om the Univers i ty o f Kansas in 1937. 
Du r i ng the w a r years he was an indus t r i a l a n d methods 
eng inee r fo r an a i rc ra f t manu fac tu re r . In 1946, he 
f o r m e d a par tnersh ip w i t h Dav id Mock ie , a n d they hove 
p rac t i ced since that t ime under the n a m e Mock ie & Roark, 
Arch i tec ts . Dur ing these years, the f i r m has received sev­
e ra l a w a r d s in the Kansas City Chap te r Honor A w a r d s 
P r o g r a m . A f te r ma in ta in i ng of f ices f o r m a n y years in 
O v e r l a n d Pork, last year the f i r m m o v e d their off ices 
to the Country C lub Plozo. 

Roark is a member of the Miss ion, Kansas, Rotary C lub . 
In 1952 a n d 1953, he was a Trustee of the Miss ion Town­
sh ip B o a r d ; a lso, he was a member o f the Miss ion Town­
sh ip Zon ing Board . He is present ly a Commiss ioner of 
the Johnson County Wate r District. 



THOMAS HART BENTON . . . 
1960 A.I.A. FINE ARTS MEDALIST 

Members a n d f r iends of the Kansas City Chapter were e x t r e m e l y p l e a s e d 
to learn that Thomas Har t Benton has been selected as the rec ip ien t o f 
the 1960 Fine Ar ts M e d a l o f the Amer ican Institute o f A rch i tec ts . The 
Fine Arts M e d a l is the highest honor the Institute can b e s t o w in t he f i n e 
ar ts other t h a n arch i tec ture. 

Presentat ion of the m e d a l to Mr . Benton w i l l be at the a n n u a l d i n n e r o f 
the no t iona l convent ion in Son Francisco on Thursday, A p r i l 2 1 . 



A CHRONOLOGICAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
THOMAS HART BENTON 

1889 Born Neosho, N e w t o n Coun ty , Missour i . Parents "Co lone l " 
Maecenas E. a n d El izabeth Wise Benton. Col. Benton served 
in Confederate A r m y a n d sett led in Neosho as a l awye r in 
1869. He became po l i t i ca l l y p rominen t under President 
Cleveland as U. S. A t t o rney fo r the Western distr ict of Mis­
souri a n d subsequent ly w e n t fo r f i ve terms to the Congress 
of the U. S. 

1894-99 Began d r a w i n g Indians a n d r a i l r o a d t ra ins. Executed f i rst 
mura l w i t h crayons on n e w l y pape red staircase w a l l in 
Benton home at Neosho. W o r k unapprec ia ted . G rade 
schools in W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. First in t roduced to f o r m a l a r t 
in the L ibrary of Congress, a n d the Corcoran Ga l le ry in 
Wash ing ton . 

1900-04 Finished g r a d e school. Me t Bu f f a l o Bill a n d saw his W i l d 
West Show. Hod f i rst t r a i n i n g in ar t a t Western High School 
in George town . Vis i ted St. Louis W o r l d Fair. Saw f i rst Rem­
ington pictures a n d shook hands w i t h the last f i g h t i n g 
Ind ian chief, Geron imo . Returned, w i t h father 's pol i t ica l 
de fea t , to a l l year residence in Neosho. 

1905- 06 High school in Neosho. Began acqu i r i ng steady read ing 
habi ts in father 's l i b ra ry a n d w i t h d ime novels in the hay­
lof t . Cont inued d r a w i n g w o r k in summer of 1906 as sur­
veyor 's assistant, r o d m o n , a r o u n d Jop l i n , Missour i , m in i ng 
f i e ld . Found posi t ion as car toonis t on Jop l in Amer ica — f irst 
professional work as ar t is t . 

1906- 07 A t tended Western M i l i t a r y A c a d e m y at A l ton , I l l inois, unt i l 
February, w h e n serious s tudy of a r t w a s begun a t Ch icago 
Art Institute. A b a n d o n e d p lans of do i ng newspaper w o r k 
and took up pa in t i ng . 

1908-11 Went to France. Enrol led at Acodem ie Ju l ien, Paris. M o d e 
first approach to classic compos i t ion a n d to a n a t o m y a n d 
perspective. Learned French. A t t e n d e d lectures a n d musica l 
events. Developed l i fe - long a t tachment to chamber music. 
Painted in var ious opposed manners f r o m " A c a d e m i c " 
chiaroscuro of Acodemie Ju l ien to "Po in t i l i s t " landscape. 
Met a n d associated w i t h m a n y personal i t ies later to become 
famous in the ar t w o r l d , such as Leo Stein, brother of the 
famous Ger t rude, John M a r i n , Jacob Epstein, Jo Dav ison, 
Andre L'Hote, Diego Rivera, M o r g a n Russell, and Stanton 
McDona ld Wr igh t . Was on hab i tue of cafes a n d studios 
where problems of new ar t w e r e voci ferously discussed. 
St imulated by work in gal ler ies of the Louvre, began study 
of ar t history. Read ex tens ive ly in French l i te ra ture , 
aesthetics a n d ph i losophy, a l o n g w i t h classics. Became 
acqua in ted w i t h Balzac, Bonde la i re , Ver lo ine , Gout ie r , de 
Musset a n d other wr i ters w h o w e r e in vogue at the t ime . 
Read Hippoly te Taine's, Phi losophie de L'Art, whose env i r ­
onmen ta l aesthetic was to h o v e its f u l l ef fect later w h e n 



'Modern America" — Neiv School for Social Research 1931 

1912 

A m e r i c a n "Reg iona l i sm" became an issue in the a r t w o r l d . 
In f luenced by Zu loago , w e l l - k n o w n Spanish pa in te r , a n d 
became interested in Spanish school, chief ly in the w o r k s 
of El Greco. 
Returned to Amer i ca , a n d mode on abor t i ve e f f o r t to sett le 
in Kansas City, then moved on to New York. 

1913-16 St rugg le to moke a l i v ing a n d f i nd a " w a y of p a i n t i n g . " 
Occas ional commerc ia l ar t {obs, decorat ive w o r k in over -
g laze ceramic, set des ign ing , historical re ference a n d por ­
t ra i t w o r k fo r the m o v i n g picture indust ry , t hen mos t l y 
located at Fort Lee, N e w Jersey, across the Hudson f r o m 
N e w York . W o r k e d w i t h directors Rex I n g r a m a n d G o r d o n 
Edwards , a n d w i t h such stars of the day as Theda B o r a , 
C la ra K imba l l Young , Stuart Holmes, etc. Set up a s tud io 
in an o ld house at Fort Lee, a n d met W a l t Kuhn , " F o p " 
Har t , A r t h u r B. Dovies a n d other artists w h o f r e q u e n t e d 
the west side of the Hudson River. Tried a c t i n g , unsuccess­
f u l l y . Met A l f r e d Steigl i tz a n d f requen ted his g a l l e r y a t 
291 Fi f th Avenue . Int imates of the pe r iod : Rex I n g r a m the 
m o v i e d i rector , Thomas Craven, then a poe t a n d teacher . 
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w a l l surfaces but r e m a i n f l a t a n d l inear in the m a n n e r o f 
the French mura l i s t , Puvis de Chovonnes. Publ ished f i rs t 
theoret ica l pape r "Form a n d the Subject" in Arts Magaz ine , 
June, 1924. Dur ing the per iod began exp lo r ing the bock 
countr ies o f Amer i ca by foot , bus, a n d t r a i n , searching out 
Amer i can subject mat ter . 

1925-27 Gove series of lectures on art at Dar tmou th Col lege a n d at 
Bryn M o w r Col lege. Thomas P. Benton, f i rst ch i ld , bo rn in 
New York Ci ty in 1926. Through inf luence of the f a m o u s 
d r a u g h t s m a n , B o a r d m o n Robinson, obta ined p e r m a n e n t 
teach ing pos i t ion at the Ar t Students League in N e w York 
w h i c h supp l i ed a much needed basic income. D e b a t e d w i t h 
Frank Lloyd W r i g h t on archi tecture a n d mura l p a i n t i n g , a t 
B rown Univers i ty , Providence, Rhode Is land. Deba te punc­
tua ted by comple te d isagreements on relat ion of archi tec­
ture a n d p a i n t i n g . Purchased pe rmanen t summer home on 
is land of Ma r t ha ' s V i n e y a r d . 

1928-29 Jo ined w i t h Clemente Orozco, famous Mexican pa in te r then 
l i v ing in N e w York , in exhib i t ions at the Delphic Ga l le r ies . 
Showed d r a w i n g a n d pa in t ings of the current A m e r i c a n 
scene, the outcome of the exp lo ra to ry t ravels m e n t i o n e d 
ear l ie r . A m o n g pa in t ings were " B o o m t o w n " n o w at Roches­
ter M u s e u m , "Cot ton Pickers" n o w a t Me t ropo l i t an M u s e u m 
in N e w York , also "Rice Thresh ing" , now at B rook l yn M u ­
seum. Received commiss ion w i t h Orozco to d o m u r a l s f o r 
the N e w School f o r Social Research. These m u r a l s w e r e 
executed fo r l i t t le more than expenses but o f f e r e d o p p o r ­
tun i ty f o r a publ ic t r ia l of the new mura l styles. 

1930-31 D r a w i n g upon moss of fac tua l mate r ia l ga the red in t rave ls 
the N e w School m u r a l , " M o d e r n Amer i ca " w a s p a i n t e d . 
This w a s the f i rst la rge scale Amer i can work execu ted w i t h 
egg t e m p e r a . It w a s both w i d e l y pra ised a n d h e a v i l y cr i t ­
ic ized. Reproduct ions were pub l ished in m a g a z i n e s a n d 
newspapers a l l over the w o r l d . Through T h o m a s C r a v e n 
met John Steuart Curry. Because of s imi la r be l ie fs a n d 
interests, o n e n d u r i n g t ie w a s made w i t h Cu r r y . It l as ted 
unt i l his d e a t h . 

1932 Received commiss ion f r om Mrs. Ju l ian Force to d o m u r a l s 
f o r l i b r a r y of Wh i t ney Museum of Amer i can A r t . F in ished 
a n d unve i l ed in December. These mura ls a g a i n d r e w s h a r p 
cr i t ic ism. Fel low instructors at the Ar t Students League d r e w 
up a r o u n d - r o b i n letter of condemnat ion . The New Republic 
pub l i shed a special art ic le on the mura l ' s i n a d e q u a c i e s . 
Represent ing facets of o rd ina ry Amer i can l i fe a n d f o l k 
lore, the M a r x i s t g r o u p of N e w York a t tacked the w o r k as 
a f o r m of chauv in i sm, as pol i t ica l ly reac t ionary a n d " i s o l a ­
t i on is t . " A "ques t i on -answer " appearance on t he m e a n i n g 
of the mura ls a t the John Reed Club, the center o f a r t i s t i c 
a n d l i t e ra ry rad ica l i sm in N e w York w o u n d up in a c h a i r -
t h r o w i n g b r a w l a n d resulted in the loss of m a n y o l d r a d i c a l -
m i n d e d f r i ends . From this t ime on " A m e r i c a n Reg iona l i s t " 
w o r k s w o u l d never be free of the po l i t ica l charges — " r e ­
a c t i o n a r y " or " iso la t ion is t . " 



Lincoln Mural"—Lincoln University— 1953 



W i l l a r d Hun t ing ton W r i g h t , ar t critic a n d edi tor o f Smart 
Set, k n o w n later as S. S. V a n Dine of detective s tory f a m e , 
Ralph Bar ton , f a m o u s car icatur is t , and Stanton M c D o n a l d 
W r i g h t , ea r l i e r f r i e n d w h o h a d re turned f rom Par is, n o w 
w a r - r i d d e n . In sp r ing of 1916, had f irst public e x h i b i t i o n 
w i t h a series of pa in t i ngs in the Forum Exhibi t ion of M o d e r n 
Amer i can Pa in t ing held at Anderson Gal ler ies in N e w Y o r k . 
These pa in t i ngs , t hough most ly " f i g u r a t i v e " were v a r i a n t s 
of the synchromis t " f o r m th rough co lor " practices o f M o r g a n 
Russell a n d S. M c D o n a l d Wr igh t . They were h igh ly g e n e r a l ­
ized, pu re l y compos i t i ona l a n d conta ined no h in t o f the 
env i ronmenta l i s t w o r k of later years. Began to sell a n 
occasional p ic ture . Jo ined "People's A r t G u i l d " f o u n d e d by 
Dr. John Weische l , a ma themat i c i an , social theor is t a n d 
crit ic w e l l k n o w n in " r a d i c a l " circles of New Yo rk . The 
"People 's A r t G u i l d " d o m i n a t e d by socialist t h e o r y , w a s 
des igned to b r i n g a r t to the workers a n d to enl is t the in ­
terest of the un ions. A t the Fr iday n ight discussions of the 
G u i l d w a s in t roduced to the th ink ing of O w e n , P rud 'hon 
a n d M a r x . Ideas abou t the social meanings a n d va lues of 
a r t w e r e g e r m i n a t e d in these discussions. These w e r e t o 
hove f ru i t la ter . Me t Bob M ino r , M a x Eastman, J o h n S loan , 
M i ke G o l d , a n d the other " r a d i c a l " artists of t he o l d Masses 
m a g a z i n e . Entered into f i rst controversies a t Seig l i tz 291 
ga l l e r y on f u t u r e values of " rep resen t iona l " versus " a b ­
s t rac t " a r t . This w a s the beg inn ing of a series o f con t ro ­
versies on the purpose a n d mean ing of art w h i c h w a s to 
last f o r more t h a n th i r t y years. Met an e x t r a o r d i n a r y income 
p roduc ing p a t r o n . Dr. A l f r e d Roobe, who w o u l d p ick up 
studio expe r imen ts , f r a m e them and sell them to his pa t ien ts 
in the Bronx. 

1917 Th rough "People 's A r t G u i l d " ob ta ined posi t ion as g a l l e r y 
d i rec tor a n d a r t teacher f o r "Chelsea N e i g h b o r h o o d Asso­
c i a t i o n " on the lower West Side, wh ich was s u p p o r t e d by 
we l l - t o -do conservat ives but f o l l o w e d the socia l d i rec t ions 
o f the "People 's A r t G u i l d . " It h o d l i t t le success bu t p r o v i d e d 
a sk impy l i v i ng in the d i f f i cu l t per iod of Amer i ca ' s en t rance 
in to First W o r l d W a r . 

1918 Enlisted in U. S. N a v y . Shoveled coal fo r a m o n t h , e n g a g e d 
in Sa tu rday n igh t athlet ic exh ib i t ions, box ing a n d w r e s t l i n g , 
a n d e n d e d up f i na l l y as d raugh tsman at N o r f o l k N a v a l 
Base. Sketched constant ly du r i ng " o f f - d u t y " pe r i ods . Spent 
even ings r e a d i n g Amer i can History. 

1919 Returned to N e w York w i t h N a v y d ischarge a n d co l lec t ion 
of d r a w i n g s a n d watercolors of Nava l Base ac t i v i t i es . 
Though at t imes semi-abstract , this was f i r s t w o r k based 
w h o l l y on env i ronmen ta l observat ions on the A m e r i c a n 
scene. It w a s shown at the Daniel Ga l le r ies a n d rece i ved 
cons iderab le publ ic a t tent ion . Cont inued r e a d i n g A m e r i c a n 
h istory a n d conceived idea of a series of p a i n t i n g s to i l lus­
t ra te its progressions. This const i tuted a r e t u r n to m i d - 1 9 th 



century subject p a i n t i n g a n d invo lved a def in i te break w i t h 
modern theory w h i c h w a s m o v i n g a w a y f r om representa­
t iona l concern t o w a r d s pure abst rac t ion. Started tentat ive 
designs fo r this h istor ical project a n d to increase their ob­
ject iv i ty; began m o d e l i n g the designs in c loy. This w a s a 
f rank return to Renaissance m e t h o d . The emphasis invo lved 
on chiaroscuro a n d real ist ic f o r m rather than color patterns 
caused another step a w a y f r o m accepted modern theories. 

1920-24 Cont inued m o v i n g t o w a r d s " rea l i s t i c " subject pa i n t i ng , a n d 
present style of p a i n t i n g deve lops , la rge ly de te rmined by 
practice of mode l i ng composi t ions. Pictures began at tract­
ing considerable a t ten t ion a n d a rgumen t . 
Par t ic ipated in 1922 Ph i lade lph ia Exhibi t ion of Modern 
Amer icans a n d sold a la rge w o r k to the famous Phi ladel ­
ph ia collector, A lbe r t C. Barnes. M a r r i e d Rita Piocenzo. 
Began d i og ramo t i c analyses of the composi t iona l history 
of occidental pa i n t i ng . This project was under taken fo r 
A lber t Barnes but because it f a i l e d to j ibe w i t h his g r o w i n g 
" c o l o r - f o r m " theories it led to d isagreement a n d w a s never 
f in ished. Sections of it w e r e later pub l ished in the Arts 
Magazine (1926-27) . Began s h o w i n g series of pa in t ings on 
Amer ican historical themes at the Arch i tectura l League in 
New York. These were m u r a l size works . They were contro­
vers ia l because w i t h their scu lp tura l a n d three-d imens iona l 
character they were in oppos i t i on to preva lent bel iefs o f 
architects a n d critics tha t m u r a l pa in t ings should not break 
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Cartoon for "The Discovery of Niagra Falls by Father Hennepin' 

Neiv York Slate Power Authority — Current project 

Clay model for "Independence and the Opening of the West' 
Truman Memorial Library — Currfnf project 



1933 Given go ld m e d a l o f Arch i tec tura l League fo r m u r a l w o r k . 
Received commiss ion a n d executed m u r a l fo r the state of 
Ind iana . This m u r a l 200 feet long by 12 feet h i g h , w a s 
researched, p l a n n e d a n d executed in six months o f in ten­
sive labor . Cove r ing the theme of social evo lu t i on of 
I nd iana , it w a s s h o w n as Ind iana 's exh ib i t a t t h e 1933 
Chicago Wor ld ' s Fair. It Is now instal led in the Un ivers i ty 
of I nd iana A u d i t o r i u m at B loomington. The work w a s w e l l 
received. Cr i t ic ism w a s chief ly leveled at the p r o p r i e t y o f 
the subject ma t te r , the inclusion of Ind iana 's Ku K lux K lon 
episode d r e w most o f the object ion. 

1934 Received commiss ion f r o m Treasury Depar tment f o r a m u r a l 
in n e w Federa l Post Of f i ce in Wash ing ton . A b a n d o n e d 
wo rk d u r i n g p l a n n i n g stage because of d i f f i cu l t ies in ac­
c o m m o d a t i n g art ist ic ideas to those of Treasury A r t Commis ­
sion. Took on a coun t r y -w ide lecture tour on A m e r i c a n A r t . 
Speak ing at I owa Universi ty met Gran t Wood a n d , as w i t h 
Cur ry , es tab l i shed an in t imate a n d endur ing f r i e n d s h i p . 
A f t e r a lecture a t Kansas City A r t Institute w e n t w i t h 
b ro ther , N a t Benton, a n d State Senator Ed B a r b o u r to Jef­
ferson Ci ty w h e r e p re l im ina ry discussions a b o u t a m u r a l 
for State Cap i to l w e r e begun . Returning to N e w Y o r k h a d 
exh ib i t o f pa in t i ngs at Feregil Gal ler ies a long w i t h G r a n t 
W o o d a n d John S. Cur ry , a n d thus became p e r m a n e n t l y 
assoc iated w i t h "Reg iona l i sm" or the "Regiono l is t Schoo l . " 
There w a s no such "schoo l " but the des ignat ion " r e g i o n ­
o l i s t " stuck. Time magaz ine ca tapu l ted the " s c h o o l " i n to 
no t iona l a t ten t ion w i t h a Benton self por t ra i t in co lor o n 
its cover a n d a w e l l documented art ic le on the " N e w A m e r ­
ican A r t . " G o v e lecture to a la rge audience a t the A r t 
Student 's League A u d i t o r i u m on "Amer i can A r t a n d Social 
Rea l ism." Bitter deba te f r om the f loor . This w a s f o l l o w e d 
by at tacks in a r t magaz ines a n d pamphle ts on " p r o v i n ­
c i a l i s m " o f reg iono l is t aesthetics. 

1935 Received commiss ion fo r m u r a l in Missouri State C a p i t o l 
a l o n g w i t h o request to head pa in t ing d e p a r t m e n t a t 
Kansas City A r t Inst i tute. Seeing in the lat ter a chance to 
escape con t inu ing N e w York controversy p r o m p t l y ac­
cepted . M o v e d to Kansas City. Spent the yea r t e a c h i n g a n d 
p l a n n i n g Cap i to l m u r a l . 

1936 Executed Missour i m u r a l . Here a g a i n o s to rm o f c r i t i c i sm 
arose most ly , as in Ind iana , abou t subject m a t t e r . M u r a l 
w a s g i v e n w i d e a t ten t ion in the press. It e v e n t u a l l y c a m e 
to p lease, or a t least interest, most Missour ions a n d r e m a i n s 
on the Cap i to l w a l l . 

1937-38 W r o t e Artist in America fo r McBride p u b l i s h i n g house in 
N e w York . Book au tob iog raph ica l — ch ie f ly o r e p o r t o n 
A m e r i c a n t r a v e l . Very successful. Reported o n " s i t - d o w n " 
str ikes in Detroi t fo r Life magaz ine w i t h a series o f o n - t h e -
spot sketches. M a d e fo r same magaz ine , a p a i n t i n g a n d 
a f o r t y d r a w i n g commenta ry on Ho l l ywood a n d t he m o v i e 



indust ry , lat ter not pub l i shed . M a d e series of d raw ings on 
1937 f loods in Southeast Missour i f o r St. Louis Post Dispatch 
a n d Kansas City Star. W r o t e , 1938 a n d i l lustrated on art ic le 
fo r Scribners M a g a z i n e on Disney, O k l a h o m a , then on the 
boom. Painted "Susonoh a n d the Elders." This once contro­
vers ia l nude n o w in M u s e u m of the Palace of the Legion 
of Honor, a t San Francisco. Began a series of l i thographs 
on the Amer i can scene f o r Assoc ia ted Amer i can Art is ts o f 
New York wh ich even tua l l y r a n to some f i f t y stones. Sold 
" C r a d l i n g W h e a t " to St. Louis M u s e u m . 

1939 I l lustrated Tom Sawyer f o r George Mocy's "L imi ted Edi­
t ions. " Became interested in tex tu re , an aspect of pa i n t i ng 
neglected du r i ng years p r e d o m i n a t e l y devoted to mura ls . 
Painted "Persephone" , ano the r h i gh l y publ ic ied nude. Pur­
chased present Kansas City home, Jessie P. Benton bo rn . 
Hod retrospective exh ib i t i on a t W i l l i a m Rockhill Nelson 
Go le ry in Kansas City, w h i c h w e n t a f t e r w a r d to Associated 
Amer ican Art ists ' new gal ler ies in N e w York . From this 
exh ib i t i on . Me t ropo l i t an purchased its second Benton 
"Roast ing Ears." A l l except the ve ry large works in this 
exh ib i t i on were so ld . This w a s f i rs t substant ia l success 
w i t h a N e w York exh ib i t i on . 

1940-42 I l lust rated John Steinbeck's G r a p e s of Wroth f o r "L im i ted 
Edi t ions." Lecture tour , teach ing exper iments w i t h texture 
pa in t i ng a n d increased co lo ra t i on . N e w interest in Flemish 
pa in t ings s t imula ted pa r t l y by G r a n t Wood a n d par t l y 
by exh ib t ions of such pa in t i ngs he ld at Nelson Gal le ry in 
Kansas City. Fired f r o m pos i t ion a t Kansas City A r t Insti­
tute a f te r var ious d isagreements w i t h trustees. I l lustrated 
Huckleberry Finn f o r "L im i ted Ed i t ions . " M o d e on a l b u m 
of f lu te , harmonica a n d voice w i t h son, Thomas P., on 
accompl ished f lut is t , a n d Frank Luther's singers f o r Decca 
records. Music based on A m e r i c a n fo lk songs, especial ly 
composed fo r a l b u m . Was lec tu r ing in Cinc innat i , Oh io , 
when news of Pearl Harbor w a s re leased. Returned to 
Kansas City a n d commenced series of w a r pa in t ings 
designed to help a w o k e n A m e r i c a n publ ic to dangers of 
the moment . This series w a s purchased by Abbo t t Labora­
tories of Chicago. Reproduced in fu l l color, it was presented 
in book a n d poster f o r m to U. S. Government f o r p ropa­
ganda use. Dist r ibut ion of reproduc t ions ran to 18,000,000 
copies. Exhib i t ion of o r i g i na l pa in t i ngs a t Associated A m e r i ­
can Artists in New York a t t rac ted 75 ,000 people. Paint ings 
were later presented by A b b o t t Laborator ies to Missour i 
Historical Society at C o l u m b i a , w h e r e they ore n o w on 
exh ib i t i on . Painted " N e g r o So ld ie r " also now at Missour i 
Historical Society, a n d "Pre lude to D e a t h " e m b a r k a t i o n 
scene in present exh ib i t i on . 

1 9 4 3 - 4 4 Cont inued pa in t ings a n d d r a w i n g s of the w a r f o r Abbo t t 
Laborator ies and U. S. Gove rnmen t . Visi ted indust r ia l 
p lants , t r a in ing camps, o i l f ie lds . W e n t to sea on sub­
mar ine , a n d d o w n Ohio a n d Miss iss ippi a n d into Gul f of 



Mexico on L.S.T. I l lus t ra ted M a r k Twain 's , Life on the Mis­
sissippi f o r "L im i ted Edi t ions." By end of 1944 re tu rned to 
no rma l p a i n t i n g ac t iv i t y . Wro te art ic le on Gran t W o o d 
(now deceased) f o r Univers i ty of Kansas City Review. 

1945 M o d e Hono ra ry M e m b e r of A rgen t ine Academia Nocional 
de Bellas Artes. Product ive year , a m o n g pa in t ings " J u l y 
Hay" , t h i r d w o r k to go to Met ropo l i tan Museum. "F lood 
T ime" n o w in col lect ion of Horpo M a r x , a n d "Custer 's Last 
S tand " n o w in the Richard Russell col lect ion, Scorsdole, 
N e w York . 

1946 Exhib i t ion of pa in t i ngs a t Chicago gal ler ies of Assoc ia ted 
Amer i can Ar t is ts . Chicago press genera l ly recept ive 
though on echo of the old N e w York charge of " P r o v i n c i a l " 
w a s h e a r d . Received commission fo r mura l a t Ha rz fe ld 
depa r tmen t store in Kansas City. Went to H o l l y w o o d a n d 
w o r k e d w i t h W a l t Disney at p lans fo r an Amer i can opere t ta 
on the theme of " D a v y Crocket . " Could not a c c o m m o d a t e 
to Disney needs a n d a b a n d o n e d project. 

1947 Executed Ha rz fe ld m u r a l "Achelons a n d Hercules." Encyclo­
paed ia Br i t ton ico m o d e f i l m of mura l 's technical p rogres­
sions w h i c h h o d in te rna t iona l d is t r ibu t ion . 

1948-50 Wro te ar t ic le on John Cur ry , a f te r his death , f o r Un ivers i ty 
of Kansas Ci ty Review. Began intense study of wes t—New 
Mex ico , U tah , a n d W y o m i n g . These areas b e g a n t a k i n g 
place of m i d d l e west a n d south wh ich had h i the r to fu r ­
n ished bu l k o f " r eg iona l i s t " subjects. Received h o n o r a r y 
degree of Doctor of Arts f r om Missour i Univers i ty . M a d e 
h o n o r a r y Phi Beta Kappa . 

1949 Returned to Europe. In I ta ly, mode honora ry m e m b e r of 
L'Accademia Fiorentino delle Arti del Disegno a t Florence, 
a n d of Accademia Senese degli IntronoH at S iena. Revisi ted 
Paris. Hod a h a r d t ime rev iv ing French, w h i c h n o w h o d 
Missour i accent. 

1951 Retrospective exh ib i t i on a t Joslyn Museum, O m a h a , Ne­
b raska . A d d e d chapter to a n e w ed i t ion o f Artist of 
America w h i c h r e a w a k e n e d o ld N e w York cont rovers ies 
abou t " r e g i o n a l i s m " in the Sa tu rday Review o f L i te ra ture . 

1952-53 Revisited France a n d I ta ly. Returned to A m e r i c a w i t h A d ­
m i r a l James Flateley on U.S.S. "Block I s land . " M a d e l i tho­
g r a p h i l lus t ra t ions fo r O k l a h o m a Univers i ty Press l im i ted 
edi t ions of Lynn Riggs, Green Grow the Li lacs. Pa in ted 
Lincoln m u r a l fo r Lincoln Universi ty at Je f fe rson Ci ty , M is ­
sour i . 

1954 N e w York 's W h i t n e y Museum, m o v i n g t o n e w qua r te r s , 
g ives its Benton mura ls to Museum of New Br i t i an Inst i tute 
a t N e w Br i t i an , Connecticut. A l o n g w i t h e x h i b i t i o n o f 
mura l s , the Inst i tute staged a retrospect ive s h o w i n g o f 
Benton pa in t i ngs . Institute also purchases p o r t r a i t o f 
"Dennys W o r t m a n " a n d por t ra i t of Benton by Dennys 
W o r t m a n . 

1955 M o d e s tudy t r ip to Spain. Received commiss ion f o r , a n d 



1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

began p l a n n i n g , m u r a l , " O l d Kansas C i ty " f o r Kansas Ci ty 
River C lub. 
Finished River Club m u r a l a n d received commission f r o m 
Power Au tho r i t y of the State of Nev/ York fo r a m u r a l 
represent ing discovery of the St. Lawrence River by Jacques 
Cart ier . Began research a n d p l a n n i n g fo r w o r k . 
Executed St. Lawrence m u r a l n o w insta l led in N e w York 
Power Au tho r i t y adm in i s t r a t i on b u i l d i n g at Mossena, N e w 
York Received honora ry degree of Doctor of Letters f r o m 
Lincoln LJniversity, Je f fe rson Ci ty , Missour i . 
Painted the "Sheepherder " , an in te rpre ta t ion of the G r a n d 
Teton Mounta ins in W y o m i n g . N o w d iv ide t ime be tween 
home in Kansas Ci ty a n d summer home on Mar tha ' s V ine ­
y a r d . Occasional ly lecture a n d teach at Universi ty o f 
Kansas City, and e lsewhere. S igned a contract w i t h the 
Truman Memor ia l L ibrary , Independence, Missour i , f o r an 
historical mu ra l on the theme, " Independence a n d the 
Open ing of the West " , a n d a n o t h e r w i t h the Power Au thor ­
ity of the State of N e w York fo r a m u r a l on "The Discovery 
of N i a g a r a Falls by Father H e n n e p i n " . 
Worked on plans fo r above mura l s . November 17 star ted 
on execut ion of T ruman m u r a l . 



PART II 

HOW TO IMPROVE 
BUSINESS AREAS 

ESTIMATING NEEDED FUNDS. When est imat ing the f u n d s 
necessary, account should be taken of non-cont r ibu tors , 
de l inquen ts , business fa i lu res , moves, and the other 
causes of non -paymen t . A n y propor t ionate scheme of 
f u n d ra is ing shou ld be in i t ia l l y over subscr ibed. A n 
a m o u n t be tween 50 a n d 100 per cent is r ecommended , 
based upon the con t r ibu t ion characterist ics of the com­
mun i t y . 

Once on o rgan i za t i on has been fo rmed , the m o n e y 
ra ised, a n d a p lanne r p laced under contract, the g r o u p 
can beg in its ac t i ve p l ann ing ef for ts . 
The p l anne r n o r m a l l y begins his w o r k by col lect ing a n d 
ca re fu l l y e v a l u a t i n g al l i n fo rma t i on per t inent to the 
business c o m m u n i t y . At this po int , he may a lso i nvo l ve 
economic consul tants , e i ther on his o w n s ta f f or f r o m 
independen t o rgan iza t ions . 

MARKET ANALYSIS. For m a n y years the bus inessman 
w a s p rone to ignore any a t tempt to p lan for a n economic 
po ten t ia l . However , the g r o w t h of our u rban c o m m u n ­
ities has stacked business upon business, t r ade 

i i u u c a r e a , 
unt i l n o w , f e w t h i n k i n g executives w i l l invest a p e n n y 
of the i r money w i t h o u t a marke t analys is. Just as o 
reg iona l shopp ing center must be designed to a g i v e n 
a n d pro jec ted set of economic condi t ions, the es tab l i shed 
business c o m m u n i t y should p lan its g r o w t h in te rms o f 
economic po ten t ia l . A p roper ly p repa red economic 
ana lys is helps estab l ish: 

Present business vo lumes 
Future business vo lumes 
Desireable business trends to be encou raged 
Sound approaches to f i nanc ing a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

In a d d i t i o n , economic substant ia t ion of the phys ica l p l a n 
b y a competen t , exper ienced analyst w i l l insure t h o u g h t ­
f u l cons idera t ion of the wo rk by businessmen w h o m i g h t 
o the rw ise discuss the p l ann ing e f fo r t as a f l i g h t o f f a n c y . 

H o w e v e r a p lanne r prepares his economic ana lys is (his 
o w n staf f or a separate consul tant) , a d e q u a t e a t t e n t i o n 
should be g i ven this impor tan t element o f the p l a n n i n g 
s tudy. 



ALLOW TIME FOR FINDINGS. C o m b i n i n g physical a n d 
economic factors into a peop le concept a n d then relat­
ing them to the mot ives, needs, a n d desires of the busi­
ness popu la t i on of the c o m m u n i t y canno t be accom­
pl ished hast i ly . Just as you must expect to prov ide a 
consultant an adequa te fee fo r the w o r k requ i red , expect 
to g ive h im t ime to p rope r l y p r e p a r e a n d present his 
f ind ings . The problems w h i c h fo rced the business dis­
trict into its d i f f i cu l t s i tuat ion w e r e a long- t ime a r r i v i ng . 
They w i l l take a long t ime to un rave l a n d must be 
solved s low ly , surely, a n d w i t h a m a x i m u m of sol id 
support fo r each move m a d e . Plans shou ld be care fu l ly 
e x a m i n e d a n d just i f ied a t va r i ous stages of the w o r k . 
In i t ia l w o r k i n g meet ings w i t h a p lanne r should be 
scheduled between 2 and 6 months a f t e r he begins his 
w o r k . A t tendance should be l im i ted to the spokesman 
f o r the sponsor ing groups. This select g r o u p should 
s tudy the p lanner 's concepts ca re fu l l y , exerc is ing cr i t ical 
b u t constructive judgment . The ea r l y meet ings should 
a i m to reduce the number of concepts under considera­
t i on to one or t w o a n d the p lanne r au tho r i zed to ref ine 
these fo r de ta i led s tudy. Subsequent r ev i ew meet ings 
should fu r ther n a r r o w the f i e l d so the p lanner is left 
w i t h a single scheme upon w h i c h he can concentrate 
his e f for ts . 

In this f ash ion , by the t ime the p lanne r has comple ted 
his w o r k , the sponsor ing g r o u p w i l l have h o d an ade ­
q u a t e per iod d u r i n g wh ich they can m o k e the i r ideas 
k n o w n a n d become complete ly f a m i l i a r w i t h the p l a n . 
W h e n the study has been comp le ted , a pub l ic show ing 
shou ld be a r r a n g e d a n d the p l a n , subs tan t ia t ing d a t a , 
a n d graphic ma te r i a l presented in a w e l l - a r r a n g e d , w e l l -
a t tended meet ing . 

The publ ic show ing should be f o l l o w e d by a presenta­
t i on to the opp rop r i a te city o f f i c ia l s by the sponsors. 
Usua l l y this w i l l consist of a f o r m a l recommenda t ion fo r 
acceptance of the business c o m m u n i t y p lan a n d recog­
n i t i on of it O S por t of the city master p l a n . 

Success of any business commun i t y p l an depends upon 
t h o u g h t f u l a n d act ive coopera t ion of every c i t izen. Fol­
l o w i n g the f o r m a l presentat ions a p e r m a n e n t cit izen's 
commi t tee should be f o rmed to assist in the plan's 
imp lemen ta t i on . It m a y be f o u n d tha t the best g roup to 
c a r r y on w i l l be the o r i g i na l sponsor ing b o d y w i t h an 
e x p a n d e d range of membersh ip interests. Perhaps a 
t o ta l l y new g roup w i l l be f o r m e d a n d the o r i g i n a l g roup 



w i l l go on to s tudy other problems of the me t ropo l i t an 
commun i t y . W i d e s p r e a d commun i ty suppor t is necessary 
to insure success of the p l ann ing e f fo r t . 

JOINT EFFORT. The detai ls o f the imp lemento t ion phase 
should be w o r k e d out jo int ly be tween the city, g o v e r n ­
men ta l agenc ies , the citizens commit tee, and the p l a n ­
n ing consu l tant . Each step of the w a y should be t a k e n 
care fu l l y a n d w i t h a t tent ion to achiev ing m a x i m u m 
acceptance by a l l g roups concerned. Such o course does 
not m e a n the p l a n should be compromised to g a i n sup­
por t , bu t , ra the r , t ha t adequa te a n d intel l igent e d u c a t i o n 
of the c o m m u n i t y f o r the need a n d des i rab i l i t y o f the 
p l a n shou ld be accompl ished. 

The e f f o r t e x p e n d e d to accompl ish such a f o u r po in t 
p r o g r a m as ou t l i ned above may seem s tagge r i ng a t 
f i rs t . H o w e v e r , consider that over the next 2 0 yea rs , 
the expend i t u re of p r i va te and publ ic funds f o r i m p r o v e ­
ments a n d expans ion of ou r business commun i t i es w i l l 
run in to the b i l l ions of dollars—Is it not w o r t h w h i l e to 
spend a sma l l a m o u n t o f t ime a n d money n o w to insure 
that this g r o w t h a n d expend i tu re w i l l be channe led in to 
a w e l l - p l a n n e d , p ro f i t ab le pat tern? . . . 

A n inves tment in g o o d p lann ing is not one a g a i n s t w h i c h 
you w e i g h a re tu rn but one aga inst wh ich y o u w e i g h 
you r business existence. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS 

• A . I .A . Convent ion — San Francisco — A p r i l 1 8-22 

• Seventh A n n u a l Architects' Conference — M a r c h 16 
a n d 17 Univers i ty o f Kansas Extens ion. T h e m e : 
Secondary Schools — Consider ing Present a n d Future 
Env i ronmen ta l Needs fo r Secondary T r a i n i n g 

• K. C. Producers' Counci l Profession o f A r c h i t e c t u r e 
A w a r d s — Deadl ine fo r submission of en t r i es — M a r c h 
1 1 . 



• E * ! e a . B e o o n . s x a . 
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Twenty-five years of proven performance 
DEX-O-TEX WEATHERWEAR TRAFFIC BEARING ROOF DECK 

better st i l l , 
Dex-O-Tex Roof Decks 
cost substant ia l l y 
less than cus tomary 
deck surface 
mater ia ls w h e n 
instal led in i t i a l l y . 

the solut ion to 
ex is t ing , f au l t y 
t ra f f i c bear ing 
roof decks. 

FOR INTERIOR WET AREAS 
Dex-O-Tex is imperv ious to a t tack f r o m 
most chemicals a n d w i l l no t suppor t the 
g r o w t h of bacter ia . 
DEX-O-TEX is l i gh t -we igh t , f i r e p r o o f , 
con be app l i ed over w o o d , m e t a l , 
concrete or ex ist ing t ra f f i c sur faces, 
a n d is ava i l ab le in a w i d e range of 
colors. For fu r ther i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please co l l : 

For complete information coll 

TOM HANDIEY PLaza 3-5040 BILL ELDER 



Funct ional Color Spec i f ica t ions 
Offer Scientific Color Counsel ing 

for 
Indust r ia l Plants 

G R E A T 

P A I N T S 

1207 W. l U h , Kansas City 1, Mo. 
BA 1-1322 



Precast Haydite 
Concrete 

Precast, prestrcssed, lightweight haydite structural members 
have proved to be the fast, economical method for many recent 
projects calling for durable construction. 

If you would like • J . H I J L J . I l l A J M i » ^ 

precast and prestressed C A R T E R - W A T E R S 
Haydite concrete 

construction, call . . . 2440 Pennway G R a n d 1-2470 
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the move is to Movawall 
Movable Partitions 

• M o v a - w a II is economical! S im­
p l i c i t y of design and fewer par ts 
make M o v a - w a l l par t i t ions cost less 
than most methods of d i v i d i ng space! 

or fmish is ava i lab le ; or part i t ions 
may be painted after insta l la t ion to 
h a r m o n i z e w i t h e x i s t i n g c o l o r 
schemes! 

• M o v a - w a l l i s maneuverab le ! • M o v a - w a l l i s ai'a<7a6/c / You r local 
Standard size panels may be cut and d is t r ibu to r carries a complete stock, 
shaped on the job to meet any space therefore changes or addi t ions can 
requirements thus saving t ime and i,̂ . du r ing ins ta l la t ion or af ter ! 
pe rm i t t i ng changes in design. M o v a - w a l l is d is t r lbu tc t l in al l p r ln -

• M o v a - w a l l is versatile! A n y color c lpal cities. 

VIRITE NOW FOR FREE FULL-COLOR LITERATURE AMD PRICES 

Manufactured and distributed 
nationally by 

ST. LOU1.S 3, M O . 
2814 Locust Street 

FRanklin 1-1776 

KANSAS C I T Y 30, M O 
3007 E . 85th St. 
EMerson 3-1385 

Y 30, M O . / 

COMPANY. Inc . 
W I C H I T A 2, KANSAS 

125 North Mosley 
AMherst 5-3186 



What IS cost? 
FOR A MULTI-COLOR JOB 
Add up ALL the elements 

a $ The Product h the 
W) container 
I ^C*HC*HCCX equate material 

I performance against cost per 
H gallon. 

»lat6ne® 

$ The man who apphes the 
material 

IRcmCHtiei material handling ease 
will affect his production. 

f The working contiitions 
of the job 

^C^HCmicn. over any given surface, 
the Zolatone Process will go 
farther, work easier 

$ Applied cost 
This is the true measure of any 
painting system. No product can 
match the Zolatone Process on this 
sensible basis. Why settle for less than 
the leader? 

Mas, 

avoid the u n k n o w n - u s e ZOLATONE 
Z O L A T O N E is manufactured only by 

PARAMOUNT PAINT & LACQUER C O . 

- DEVOE OF KANSAS CITY, Inc. 
STERLING RONAI 200 S. W. Blvd. 
Genera/ Manager Phone VI 2-5672 
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