
American I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s 
L i brary 
1735 Ne« York A v e . . N.W. 
V.asli in^ton, D. C . 2Q006 

Monthly 
Bulletin 

M i c h i g a n 

S o c i e t y o f 

A r c h i t e c t s 

February 1975 
$1.00 

Detroit Chapter 
Honor Awards 



D E S I G N 
L I G H T I N G S Y S T E M S 
F O R H I G H E S T E F F I C I E N C Y 
The lamp comparison chart below illustrates the efficiency of light sources expressed in 
lumens per watt, which is the amount of light produced for each watt of electrical energy 
consumed. As can be seen from the chart, both fluorescent and high intensity discharge 
lamps (mercury vapor, sodium and metal halide sources) use much less energy to 
produce light than the incandescent lamp. 

Where pract ical, the use of fluorescent or high intensity discharge lamps in lighting system 
design, or replacing existing incandescent lighting systems, can substantially reduce 
energy consumpt ion and still provide the lighting requirements. 

CALL OR WRITE George C . Way. Consumers Power Company, 
General Of f ice, 212 W. Micf i igan Avenue. Phone (517) 788-0802: 
or Energy Consu l t ing Serv ices Department at any 
of the Company 's 15 Divis ion Of f ices. 
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FREDERIC A. BERTRAM 
LAKE ORION, MICHIGAN 

ARCHITECT: 
FREDERIC A. BERTRAM, AIA, 
OF ROSSETTI/ASSOCIATES INC. 

OWNER: 
MR. AND MRS. 
FREDERIC A. BERTRAM 
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A F E D E R A L P R O G R A M , A U T H O R I Z E D BY T I T L E 1 
O F T H E D E M O N S T R A T I O N C I T I E S AND M E T R O P O L I T A N 
D E V E L O P M E N T A C T O F 1966, WAS E S T A B L I S H E D T O 
C O N C E N T R A T E P U B L I C AMD P R I V A T E R E S O U R C E S 
I N A C O M P R E H E N S I V E F I V E - Y E A R A T T A C K O N T H E 
S O C I A L , E C O N O M I C AND P H Y S I C A L P R O B L E M S O F 
S L U M S AND B L I G H T E D N E I G H B O R H O O D S . F I V E Y E A R S 
AND M I L L I O N S O F D O L L A R S L A T E R , T H E S U C C E S S E S 
O F T H I S P R O G R A M A R E N O T A S N U M E R O U S NOR A R E 
T H E Y AS A P P A R E N T A S T H E F A I L U R E S . 

T H I S S U B M I S S I O N P R E S E N T S IN T H R E E P A R T S T H E 
W O R K T H A T WAS C A R R I E D O U T B Y A N A R C I I I T E C T U R A L -
P l ^ N N I N G F I R M A S C O N S U L T A N T S T O T H E R E S I D E N T S 
O F T H E P U L A S K I - K I N G S U B - A R E A O F T H E M O D E L 
N E I G H H O R H O O D A R E A . T H E F I R S T P A R T C O V E R S T H E 
P R E P A R A T I O N O F A P I H S I C A L D E V E L O P M E N T P L A N F O R 
T H E E N T I R E S U B - A R E A . T H E S E C O N D P A R T C O V E R S AN 
I N - D E P T I I S T l ' D Y O F P A R T O F T H E S U B - A R E A . T H E 
T H I R D P A R T P R E S E N T S T H E P H Y S I C A L I M P R O V E M E N I S 
T H A T W E R E F I N A L L Y I M P L E M E N T E D . 

CHENE-FERRY MARKET MALL 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

ARCHITECT: 
CHRISTOPHER WZACNY & ASSOCIATES 
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48011 
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PROFESSIONAL PAVILION 
FARMINGTON PEDIATRICS GROUP 
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 

ARCHITECT: 
ROSSEN/NEUMANN ASSOCIATED, A.I.A., 
ARCHITECTS & PLANNERS 
SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 

OWNER: 
THE PROFESSIONAL PAVILION 
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FURSTENBERG STUDENT 
STUDY CENTER 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
MEDICAL CENTER 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

ARCHITECT: 
WILLIAM KESSLER 
AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN 

OWNER: 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
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HARVARD SCHOOL OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

ARCHITECT: 
WILLIAM KESSLER 
AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN 

OWNER: 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
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VICANT BUILDING, MOUNT CLEMENS. MICHIGAN 

ARCHITECT: 
ROCKIND/DE BARD ARCHITECTS 
MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 

OWNER: 
VICANT ENTERPRISES, MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 
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The Architect as 
Community Advocate 
bv 
William F. Thrall, AIA 

William Thrall is a highly respected 
architect. He was instrumental in 
forming the teams of architects and 
other experts that examined 70 
houses for possible Urban Home-
steading. His firm. Steenwyck & 
Thrall Inc. occupy a rehabilitated 
building at 35 Lafayette N.E. 

Reprinted with permission from 
New River Free Press. 

On July 10. 1968, a public 
meeting was held at the Church of 
the Redeemer on Jefferson Avenue, 
during which a group of local 
architects and other young pro
fessionals were to enter into 
dialogue with the "inner city com
munity" in an attempt to establish 
planning and housing development 
criteria for the area soon to become 
the "Model Neighborhood." This 
meeting, and later efforts toward 
this admirable goal, met with nearly 
total failure. 

There are, of course, many and 
complex reasons why such a venture 
was preordained for doom — 
including the mind set of the 
architects (led by our fearless 
author). Wi th respect to the past, 
present and future relationship 
between the architect, the com
munity, and the housing dilemma, I 
offer the following: 

The sixties were heady and 
challenging times for young archi
tects. The design professions, slowly 
emerging from decades of catatonic 
trance, were carried along in the 
civil-rights surge, proclaiming a 
re-discovered sense of social respon
sibility and mission (by implication, 
pleading guilty as charged to 
elitism, narcissism, irrelevance). 

"Advocacy" planning — for and 
with the oppressed minorities, often 
against the bureaucratic establish
ment — was " i n , " planning com
missions and departments were 
"out;" "community design centers" 
were " i n , " ivory tower monument 
building was "out." 

Seizing the possibility of a "model 
neighborhood" program as the 
touchstone for ghetto revitalization 
through advocacy planning, a com
mittee of black leaders (appropriate
ly militant) and architects (radical-
chic?) attempted to define com
munity needs and goals vis-a-vis the 
City Master Plan and its conse
quences (symbolized by Campau 1 
Public Housing on Division 
Avenue). 

Community meetings were held at 
which exciting new concepts were 
proposed to the handful of bewlder-
ed neighborhood residents who 
appeared: cluster development (vs. 
the cottage-picket fence syndrome); 
modular housing ("Operation 
Breakthrough"); Jane Jacobism (the 
failure of the white suburb as an 
environmental prototype, a more 
ideal model being diverse, urban, 
concentrated — Georgetown Tex. 
Levitt own). 

Residents were asked to specify 
desirable housing types, land use 
configurations, traffic patterns, 
recreational, commercial and 
cultural needs, after which the 
designers would (and did) prepare 
alternative master plans and proto
type residential models for purposes 
of confrontation with the establish
ment (the architect playing several 
roles, including those of Clarence 
Darrow and Jesus Christ). 

When community meetings turn
ed out to consist of committee 
members only, attempts were made 
to organize block clubs and conduct 
house to house surveys in attempt to 
more accurately determine com
munity attitudes and preferences. 
Failure once more. 

As we entered the more cynical 
70's. several cherished concepts 
littered the path to architectural 
relevance, among them: 

Advocacy: The architect cannot 
create community enthusiasm and 
action, he can only respond to it and 
offer his specific expertise, which is 
not political or social-scientific skill 
but technical knowledge and 
aesthetic sensibility. Moreover, the 
architect is too often guilty of 
assuming that a "communtiy" (the 
"Black Community." the "Lat in 
American Community," etc.) exists 
as an identifiable group with com
mon goals and ideals. The "com
munity," on the other hand, how
ever it defines itself as a client-
group, must realize where its contri
butions and abilities stop and the 
designer's being — confusion of 
roles can only produce mediocrity 
and impasse. 

Social Science: The relationship 
between the behaviorial sciences and 
architecture is important, but the 
architect cannot play sociologists or 
psychologist. Accurate data gather
ing is a complex and specialized 
science, and generalized predictions 
from specific data can be very 
dangerous, especially when it comes 
to behavior in an untested environ
ment. 

Environmental Ideals: In spite of 
the architect's claim to leadership in 
relevance, his ideals remain elitist. 
While he decries the suburb as 
monotonous, wasteful, unstimulat-
ing, and ugly, this is where he lives. 
Ideal models proposed as ultimate 
solutions (excitingly massed, con
temporary clusters of dwelling units, 
with automobile-free play areas, 
intermixed shopping and cultural 
facilities within walking distance) 
are rejected by the "have nots," who 
retain the image of the single family 
residence on its own " t u r f as the 
American ideal (in spite of the 
failure of Freedom Homes, however 
admirable the intentions). Prefab-
rication and modular construction, 
in addition to the "image" problem 
(cheap, temporary) have proven 
economically unsuitable for low and 
moderate income housing (sorry, 
George, - houses aren't like 
Ramblers). 

Messianic Potential: Since the 
modern movement cast o f f the 
shackles of the past at the turn of 
the century, we architects have been 
hung up on "physical determinism" 
— the idea that through design we 
can bring about the new society. It 
ain't so. Economics and politics are 
far more basic determinants. The 
influence o f the architectural pro
fession on the American environ-
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nient is nearly n i l , and where it 
exists it is too often negative. 

Where do we go from here? New 
housing is in a chaotic stage. 
Federal funding comes and goes 
(usually the later) at the whim of 
political expediency. FHA standards 
produce an automatic design — 
feed them in one end, 2V2 story 
apartments with half brick fronts 
and tiny bedrooms come out the 
other. 

The Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority, threatened 
by marketing problems, is opting for 
the one and two bedroom middle-
income market (swimming pools, 
etc.), leaving the problem of the 
large low-income family for others 
to solve. Construction costs are 
inflating at a fantastic rate — 
mortgage money priceless or non
existent, the new single family home 
fast becoming the impossible dream 
(whatever its environmental quali
ties). Recent federal and state 
stirrings indicate that some funds 
may be available soon for long 
delayed local projects such as the 
Model Village Development. 

But when new housing is con
structed, location becomes as big a 
factor as project environmental 
quality — this, as well as manage
ment and maintenance policy, is out 
of the designer's control. 

What the architect must do, while 
trying to retain his professional 
integrity under nearly impossible 
conditions, is attempt to deal with 
the very real problems of image, 
security, privacy, the community in 
a noncondescending nor elitist way, 
recognizing that the user's need for 
the ability to identify with, modify, 
and improve his environment, as 
well as for private and defensible 
space, is more important than the 
designer's preconceived formal 
images. This is a diff icul t p i l l for the 
designer to swallow, the temptation 
being to say the hell with it and give 
in to the Orwellian bureaucratic 
process (which always results in the 
lowest common denominator of 
taste) rather than fight on, often 
alone, for new and more responsive 
images and environments. Post 
construction evaluation of projects 
(after they have been "lived-in" for 
a while), a procedure now virtually 
non-existent, becomes critical i f we 
are to learn from past failures or 
successes. 

Obviously, rehabilitation and 
Urban Homesteading efforts should 
be encouraged, not only because of 

the economics of recycling 
structures but because of the need 
for continuity and preservation in 
the man-made environment. The 
architect's contribution here can be 
a valid one, but he must be willing 
to lower his expectations, or cost 
advantages wil l soon vanish. Direct 
subsidy to the tenant homewoner, as 
Peter Blake has pointed out, while 
denying the architect the role of 
social savior, may turn out to be one 
of the few shining insights of the 
past administration. 

I f we can reach the point where 
families have the income and 

opportunity to rent or buy where 
they choose, the stigma of housing 
"projects" and the design problems 
associated with them will be moot. 

Unti l that point in history (which 
may be the millenium), the architect 
(or at least this architect) would be 
wise to concentrate on the develop
ment of a responsive professional
ism, setting "his own house in 
order" before claiming the right to a 
leadership role in policy determina
tion or community advocacy. 

e3 

SStaiiiilliy l^iwer? 
WeVe f|or aiisswers! 

Whatever you're designing or engineering 
— shopping center, hospital, school, 
airport, restaurant, supermarket, office 
building, public events building, 
laboratory, convalescent home — we can 
help. We've already assisted architects 
and engineers on dozens of standby 
power projects. Assisted with technical 
data, surveys, the Caterpillar Engineering 
Handbook and, successful on-the-job 
application experience! We've even 
developed a modular 1750 KW system 
complete with building that requires 
only two days for on-site installation. 
Rugged, dependable Cat generator sets 
generate 50 to 900 KW in single units, 
even more in multiple installations. 

One phone call will get you all the 
answers — promptly, accurately. 

24800 Novi Rd. , Novi, Mich. 48050 
(313) 349-4800 

4350 Clyde Park SW., Grand Rapids 49509 
(616) 532-3635 

Cat, Caterpillar and [Q are registered 
trademarks of Caterpillar Tractor Co. 
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News 

Architect's Sunday 

The Detroit Chapter has been 
running a successful series of public 
awareness programs called Archi
tect's Sunday. Designed for the 
general public to meet an architect 
and tour a building, the past six 
programs have produced a tour of 
Twin Tower Office Buildings Fair-
lane, a housing project - West 
Bloomfield Fairways condominiums, 
the Troy library, SH&G Office 
Building and Tower 14. Future 
buildings wi l l include the Berry 
International Terminal at Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport , in Downtown 
Detroit Harmonic Park and the new 
Arts and Crafts Building in the Art 
Center. 

Architects wishing to have their 
buildings featured for Architect's 
Sunday are expected to furnish a 
quantity of printed descriptive 
sheets on the project, showing any 
special features, design problems 
and solutions and uniqueness and 
sufficient members of the firm to act 
as knowledgeable guides for the 
tours. The attendance has been very 
good with as many as 1500 people 
through a single project in two 
hours on Sunday afternoon. Chapter 
committee members act as hosts, 
assisting with parking, answering 
questions and handing out balloons. 

Borrowed outright f rom St. Louis 
Chapter, A I A , with their blessings, 
the program will be continued for 
the remainder of 1975 with the 
committee beginning to work on a 
special series for the BiCentennial 
year 1976. 

Inquiries are invited, just call the 
Chapter office for details. 

Harper Appoints Architect 

Reginald Schaffer, of Ann Arbor, 
has been appointed to the position 
of hospital-based architect for Har-

Preservationist Opens New Offices 

Richard C. Frank, FAIA, long 
known and recognized for his 
dedication in the field of historic 
preservation restoration and conser
vation has formed a new firm 
'Preservation/Urban Design/Inc. 

With Frank in the new venture 
are Richard Macias, ASLA, Richard 
A. Neumann and Douglas Kassa-
baum. 

Located at 410 South Main Street 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan the group 
will devote themselves to the areas 

oi preservation architecture and 
planning, landscape architecture 
and urban design, historic site 
development and restoration and 
adaptive modification. 

Formerly, the AIA State Preserva
tion Officer for the State of 
Michigan, Frank has been respon
sible for restoration projects at 
Mackinac Island, Fort Michimil i -
mac at Mackinac City and many 
locations across the country. He is a 
member of the Board of Directors of 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 

per Hospital Division of United 
Hospitals of Detroit. 

The appointment was announced 
recently by Cecil Wallace, director 
of Buildings and Grounds at the 
Hospital. 

Schaffer comes to Harper from 
the Ford Motor Co., Dearborn, 
where he worked as a project 
manager. Previously he was a 
project designer for Jickling & 
Lyman Architects of Birmingham 
and a senior designer for Albert 
Kahn Associates. 

Michigan School Fire Safety 
Regulations Rule 197(2) Sprinkler 
Water Supply 

Recently several requests for 
modification have been received by 
this office, to permit the use of the 
domestic water supply in lieu of a 
3,000 gallon independent pressure 
tank for sprinkler protection for 
small stage areas. 

This request, of course, relates to 
schools in areas where there is no 
public water system and local wells 
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are supplying the domestic water for 
the school. 

This office realizes that, in some 
instances, sutTicient water can be 
obtained from a domestic system, 
which may be a substantial savings 
in eliminating the pressure tank 
system. 

Although each request will have 
to be evaluated on an individual 
basis, the following guidelines can 
be used, and must be met before 
any consideration for modification 
may be given. 
1. The domestic water supply can 

be no less than 2,000 gallons of 
water in a 3,000 gallon tank or 
tanks (2/3 water, 1/3 air). The 
hot and cold domestic water 
tanks may be connected in 
tandem to meet this requirement. 

2. The stage area may not exceed 
1.500 square feet, nor more than 
twelve (12) sprinklers. 

3. The water supply and pressure 
must be sufficient to supply 120 
g.p.m. at 15 p.s.i. at the top line 
of sprinklers, for a duration of 30 
minutes, during average domestic 
use. 
(a) The g.p.m. listed is for a 

stage the size of that listed in 
Item 2. A smaller stage area 
could require less water. 

4. Fill pumps and compressor must 
be approved for thier intended 
use. 

We will give consideration to 
any request that meets the above 
criteria. I f there are any ques
tions please feel free to contact 
Fire Marshall Division, Depart
ment of State Police, 714 S. 
Harrison Rd.. East Lansing, M I 
48823. 

Moved 

The Belden Brick Sales Company 
(formerly Belden-Stark Brick Com
pany) have moved to 14205 Liver-
nois, Detroit, M I 48238 - telephone 
(313) 834-4792. 

Classified 
Architectural Background 

To estimate, detail and design 
commercial furniture. Must be able 
to manage and assist in our 
expansion. Send resume to Mr. 
Wobermin, 2679 E. Grand Blvd., 
Detroit, M I 48221. 

Joseph Stout. AIA, firm executive and partner of Harley Ellington Pierce Yee 
Associates, describes the firm 's architectural, engineering and planning services with 
9th grade architectural drawing students fi-om West Maple Jr High. 

Industrial jobs . . . 

or commercial jobs. 

TRIANGLE DOES THEM ALL! 
Triangle Electric—the complete electrical contractor—has the 
experience, manpower, facilities, tools and financial status to take 
on any size contract from bid to job completion. 
Today we at Triangle have 48 years of continuing growth, experience 
and reliability behind us. Our contracting capabilities are unlimited. 
And with Triangle you can depend on getting realistic, intelligent 
estimates based on sound, practical knowledge of all aspects of 
electrical contracting. From complex projectsto unusual installations, 
you can depend on Triangle to get the job done . . . on time. Let 
us quote. 

T R I A N G L E E L E C T R I C CO. 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS AND ENGINEERS 

29787 Stephenson Highway . Madison Heights, Mich. 48071 
(313) 399-2200 

Providing the power behind progress . 
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Advertisers Index Calendar 
Consumers Power Company . . . C l l March 10-11 
Detroit Roofing ASHRAE presents two day seminar 

Inspection Service 12 on "How to Save Energy in Existing 
r - i 1 * *• Buildings" Electrical Contracting . 

Industry C I I I March 15-16 
, . ^ - Lawrence Institute of Technology 

Michigan I r a c t o r & ^ ^^^^^ . (3̂ ^̂ ^̂ , p ^ j , , j ^ ^ 
Machinery Company 9 professionals - Southfield, Michigan 

Plumbing & Heating Industry March 3rd Week 
of Detroit CIV historic Preservation Program 

Roofing Industry Detroit Chapter. AIA 
Promotion Fund 12 March 17-19 

Triangle Electric Company 11 The American National Metric 
Council's first annual conference, 
Washington Hilton Hotel, Washing
ton, D.C. 
March 19 
Detroit Chapter Meeting of Com
mittee Chairman & Chapter Board 
March 19 
The Builders Exchange Annual 
Meeting - Sheraton Cadillac 
April 17 
A I A / C E P Managing & Profiting 
from Cost-Based Compensation 
Detroit Metro Hilton 

AprU 18 
Quality Control Seminar The Pro
fessional's Approach to Liability & 
Loss Prevention Hilton Inn. Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport Co-Sponsored 
by Michigan Society of Architects. 
May 11-14 
The Society of American Value 
Engineers hold conference at Hilton 
Hotel, downtown Baltimore. Md . 
May 18-22 
A I A National Convention Atlanta. 
Georgia 
July 13-18 
Illuminating Engineering Society 
holds Annual Conference in San 
Francisco, Calif. Hilton Hotel & 
Tower 
July 15-16 
International Lighting Exposition 
held during the Conference week at 
the San Francisco Hilton & Tower 
August 7, 8, 9 
MSA Mid-Summer Conference 
Mackinac Island 

For L E A K - P R O O F R O O F S 
s p e c i f y 

The only ROOFING INSPECTION SERVICE which 
GUARANTEES performance of roofing systems 
covered by the M.R.C.A. TWO YEAR warranty. • 
Now serving the Wayne , O a k l a n d and Macomb 

Counties a r e a . 

Detroit Roofing Inspection Service, Inc. 

Frazier E. Wilson 
General Manager 

3560 E. 9 Mile Rd. 
48091 

Warren 
(313) 759-2140 

A T r o u b l e - F r e e 

R o o f i n g S y s t e m I s 

• A Sound Roof Deck 
• With Positive Drainage 
• With Dimensionally Stable Roof Insulation 

• A Four Ply Roof 

e With ASTM Certified Materials Only 

• With Reinforced Bituminous Flashings 
• With a Two Year Mich. Contractors Warranty 

We're Concerned and Anxious to Help 
with Free, Unbiased Consultation. 

I^oofin^ ^nduitri^ /Promotion J u n J 

M. E. Smith 
Exec. Secty. 

3560 E. 9 Mile Rd. 
48091 

Warren 
(313) 759-2140 
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HELPING 
BUILD AMERICA 

BEGINS 
AT HONE. 

It's well known that a healthy 
Detroit means a lot to the 
health of America. And at the 
Electrical Contracting Industry 
we think that very fact gives 
the country good reason 
for optimism. 

Think about it. Metropolitan 
Detroit is surrounded by 
fantastically advanced com
munications and transportation 
networks. The area's 
industrial base is both large 
and versatile. Most importantly, 
Detroit's people comprise one 
of the most highly skilled 
and productive work 
forces in the 
world. . ^ t f 

Little wonder that the 
"Build America" campaign — 

a program dedicated to pride 
and productivity — was born 
right here. 

So you see, building Detroit 
and building America really do 
go hand-in-hand. The 
contractors and 
3.500 union ^ ^ ^ ^ P 
tradesmen . ^ ^ t ^ 

of the Electrical Contracting 
Industry are proud to be 
doing our share — and we're 
here to do even more in the 
future. 

WE PUT POWER IN ITS P L A C E . 

THE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING INDUSTRY 



More than 10,000 hours of classroom and 
on-the-job training. That's what it takes to 
make good plumbers and pipefitters. Why? 
Because like everything else our job isn't as 
simple as it used to be. Today we have to be 
experts in things like systems balancing, en
vironmental protection and the efficient 
use of materials and energy in times of 
shortage. To that end we've built the most 

PLUMMNG& HEATING 
INDUSTRY Of DfTROIT 
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advanced facilities in the nation for the train
ing of both apprentice plumbers and pipe
fitters. And our schools are in full operation 
now, making sure that the men of P.H.I, stay 
abreast of the newest technology and meth

ods in their trades. 
10,000 hours per man. It's one way we're 
helping to make buildings go up faster 

than costs. 

14801 W. Eight Mile Road • Detroit, Michigan 48235 
Phone (313) 341-7661 
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