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BUILDING FOR REPUBLIC BANK GENERAL CONTRACTOR—

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO KORAN CONSTRUCTION CO.
ARCHITECT— MASONRY CONTRACTOR—
ARTHUR W. DEKKER, AlA KENNETH P. THOMPSON CO., INC.

[ ANOTHER PROJECT WHERE CREGO’S SLUMPROK WAS UTILIZED
TO ACHIEVE FINISHED WALL SURFACES IN ONE CONSTRUCTION
PROCESS, WITH ADDED DIVIDENDS OF PLEASING APPEARANCE, RUSTIC
| TEXTURE, FIRE RESISTANCE, AND - - - -, ALL AT REASONABLE COST.

CREGO BLOCK CO.,INC.

Phone (505) 344-3475
6026 Second St. N. W. Albuquerque, N. M. 87107
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w " Exterior -- Interior -- Super Bond
& Applied Coatings — (16 Colors)

Depicting the variety of colors of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region.

An unlimited number of textures and patterns can be de-
veloped with stucco. It can be finished rough or smooth, raked,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flexibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his design.

Manufactured in Albuquerque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated for the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region).

-ooeoooaoooooaoooo-
JKinG OF sTuCcos | by "8 Rey” Stucco Co.

EL ltll: gx::t;gbm“:o;zguv 110 Rutherford N. E. Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
P. O. Box 6122 Phone (505) 345-1208
serving New Mexico
and the El Paso area
with
Quality Concrete Masonry Products

and many allied building materials
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors

Hollow Metal Doors and Frames Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel
Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions Commercial Hardware
Commercial Toilet Accessories Moderncote Vinyl Wall Covering
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows
Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. 0. Box 1633 P. 0. Drawer FF
Roswell, N. M. 88201 Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 622-1321 505 524-3633
Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. 0. Box 10284 Telephone

Albuquerque, N, M. El Paso
. 5&1 265-6085 s 915 532-9695

Members: New Mexico Concrete Masonry Association, National Concrete Masonry Association

TWO 2-STORY APARTMENTS IN 31 MINUTES

"TRUS JOIST was the key component,” said builder
Gale Gross, 'in the demonstration we conducted in
Las Cruces to show how pre-assembled floor and wall
sections can speed construction. Two single bedroom
apartments were completely framed from the ground
up in 31 minutes.”

The 8'x48' floor panels were made with 12 inch
deep | Series TRUS JOISTS and made it possible to
complete the entire 60 unit apartment complex in
two months.

»| ’ -

: Geo. B. McGill Co., Inc. t McGill - Stephans, Inc.
3520 Pan Amerl N. E .

Villoge Apartments Los Cruces, NM.  Gerold Lundeen, Architecd  Ambuquerque 87107 1 Paoe, Tenes 79912

Phone 505/345-4501 ® Phone 915/584-6541
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Use something
M to insulate cavity

ONCEPT 10 and block walls.
How about
OMPLETION jawbreakers?

Exclusive distributors for TAYLOR

-
Whenever the temperature differs on the inside and out-
side of these walls (that's all the time), convection occurs
2 in the cavities. The more different the temperature, the
bigger the wind in the voids. The wind carries therms
“ESIU“ from the side where you want them to the side where you
don’t. These walls are as good as—or better—than other
kinds of walls. But like all walls, they need insulation.
I-avul" Without it the occupants are as miserable as the heating

and air conditioning bills.
A Zonolite® Masonry Fill Insulation: better than everything

T g : Zonolite Masonry Fill Insulation was developed specifi-
kill try and : e .

Criteria, skill, artistry cally for these kinds of walls. It doubles their insulation

value; a real boon to mankind. Keeps inside wall tempera-

tures comfortable and the heating and air conditioning

experience are fused to
produce laboratory furniture

meeting the most exacting bills easy to take.
requirements of contemporary Zonolite pours right into the voids, fills them com-
science educators and architects. pletely, never settles. It is water repellent; any moisture
Units immediately available and that gets into the wall drains down through it and out.
within the reach of any Cost: as low as 10¢ per square foot, installed.
i i i | 1. +
school or institutional budge R ST ey
Architects use our design consultation services for: 5119 Edith Blvd. Né;";-o.!”b"““e’q“e' N. M.
Science Labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories /
Libraries / Auditorium Seating / Home Eccnomics Gantiemen:

Labs / Gymnasiums Somehow using jawbreakers doesn't sound like a good solu-

tion to the problem of insulating masonry walls. Send me

vEH Iw Bn"K slllnRE Zaonolite Masonry Fill Insulation Folder No. MF-83, with com-
plete technical data and specifications.

ALLIED SUPPLY CO

bt TITLE

2122 Central, SE
Phone 243-N1?KI‘S FIRM_
! ' . .
Albuguerque —

CITY STATE ZIP
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DEDICATED TO QUALITY
AND SERVICE

ALBUQUERQUE GRAVEL
PRODUCTS COMPANY

600 JOHN ST. SE

A CORPORATION

Serving New Mexico For Over 20 Years
NO JOB TOO LARGE—OR TOO SMALL

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN ROOFING
AND SHEET METAL

GOODRICH ROOFING IN
ALBUQUERQUE FOR GOOD . . .

OUR CREDENTIALS . . . THOUSANDS OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

FREE ESTIMATES

(505) 345-1854

3402 Stanford Drive, N.E.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
Happiness is having a good roof by Goodrich

International leader in
environmental control

AIR FILTRATION AAF systems and equipment are

®

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL

©

AR CONG D niaTie e AAF knowledge, experience and

at work throughout the world in
air filtration, air pollution con-
trol, air conditioning - heating -
ventilating and noise pollution

control.

Whatever it takes to meet your

requirements for “better air’’'—
resources will get the job done.

m Anurie.n Ail' [ihor

James & Cooke, Inc.
El Paso

NOISE POLLUTION
CONTROL

Albuquerque

Call BILL SUTTON, your architectural
paint representative for service.
WELLBORN PAINT MFG. CO.
215 ROSSMOOR RD. S.W. ALBUQUERQUE
Phone 877-5050
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VARIATIONS ON A THEME:
V.pecha-lijaze,

—

SCORED
glazed
concrete

UNITS

Reduce scale

with the

economy of

large

8 x 16 block.

ed in SWEET'S

® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off., Canada
& other foreign countries by
THE BURNS & RUSSELL CO,,

FEATHERLITE BUILDING
PRODUCTS CO. El Paso, Tex. | 20 *

CREGO BLOCK CO., w

Albuquerque, N. M.
EMPIRE BLOCK CO., FEATHERLITE TILE CO.,

Santa Fe, N. M,

architects...

builders...
OWNETS...

For gas heat and electric air conditioning,

check our combination unit for your next

motel, apartment house, nursing home
or office.

Suburban’s
Dyna-
Temp

GAS FURNACE AND AIR CONDITIONER
{ A. KOEPKE

299-0047 (505)

Lubbock, Texas

1603 Katie N.E.

albuquerque, new mexico

You Can't
Burn

Natural Gas!

In fact, a burning match would “drown” in @ 100% natural gas
atmosphere. Natural gos contains no oxygen, so an atmosphere
with less than 4% or more than 14% of gas is incopable of
burning. To support combustion, you have to mix about 10 parts
of air to one of gas. Then — and only then — can you harvest the
blue flame which does so many modern jobs so dependably
and so efficiently for such o low cost.

Natural gas under control is completely harmless. And since it's
lighter than air, it usually can't collect in one spot in @ moving
atmosphere. Moreover, the air in an average house changes
one and one-half times each hour. A professional study in
Washington, D.C.—where the ratio of electric meters to gas
meters was 1.1 to 1 —showed the ratio of electrical fires was
26 to 1. The ratios in your own community are probably quite
similar. Natural gos hos an enviable safety record, so
remember:

If you want the job done right (Y ... do it with gas.

soutnern union (G A S company

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTING LABORATORY

Sub-soil Investigations
For Structural and Dam Foundations

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluation of Construction Materials

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

532 Jefferson St. N.E. — P. O. Box 4101
Phone AL 5-8916 Albuquerque
Phone AL 5-1322 New Mexico
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this office has practically no heating expense . . .
most of the heat is provided by light!

Today, heat recovered from fluorescent luminaires is a prac-
tical working reality in hundreds of installations tbrougwt
the country. During the times when modern, well-lighted
buildings are occupied, Heat-With-Light delivers free com-
fort heating energy at savings of thousands of dollars!

Of the total ene in&ut to a fluorescent lamp, 80% of the
energy is released in the form of heat. Knowing this, it be-
came a simple matter to design a duct-fan system, to move
air through luminaires, picking up surplus heat and moving
it out to warm a space.. In summer, the same system moves
the heat outdoors, taking an enormous load off air condition-

ing equipment.

Contact us today for complete details on ap-
plying the Heat-With-Ligit system for your
next building.

Consumer Services Department

Public Service Company of New Mexico
Telephone: 842-1331

Post Office Box 2267

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

the WORRY FREE

The new Los Altos twin theatres in Albu-
querque feature 8 x12” deep prestressed
concrete twin tee roof and walls with spans
up to 35 feet.

The 138 x 72" building has approximately

ARCHITECT—KRUGER & LAKE
CONTRACTOR—NATION CONSTRUCTION CO.
OWNER—COMMONWEALTH THEATRES

ALL CONCRETE BUILDING

10,000 s?uare feet of roof members and 7,000
square
strength and maximum fire resistance.

Also furnished

beams and facia panels.

eet of wall sections, giving lasting

were precast columns,

PRESTRESSED T 25—
CONCRETE PrODUCTS, INC.

1304 Menoul Bivd. N.E, Albuquerque, N. M. 87105 (505) 345-2536
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BEDITORIAL

THE HIGHWAY TRUST FUND NEEDS TO BE BUSTED OPEN . . . . . . .

Again proposals have been
made to cut down the allowable
traffic in and through downtown
Santa Fe. The latest proposal, pub-
lished in the Santa Fe New Mexi-
can, was written by a new resi-
dent to Santa Fe. His sug-
gestions are not new, versions of
this proposal have been made from
time to time by many concerned
citizens over the twenty years that
I have lived in Santa Fe. This is
not to put down the author of this
proposal at all, rather to suggest
that his proposal—as well as all
those other versions—needs listen-
ing to. But the actual planners and
decision makers don’t appear to be
listening. Rather, the planners pro-
ceed to widen still more streets
in and around the central core of
Santa Fe.

Highway departments breed
highways like over-sexed rabbits.
The asphalt jungle proliferates!
More roads allow for more cars
and thus demand more roads to
allow for more cars; all controlled
by myriads of flashing and chang-
ing traffic lights.

Santa Fe is not unique. Albu-
querque is spreading its streets
and tacky mansarded roof apart-
ment/condominiums out into the
far reaches of Bernalillo County,
overlapping into Sandoval County,
and starting to swallow the San-

dias to the east and the volcano
craters to the west. In the down-
town, a hole of immense propor-
tions is being dug to accommodate
the hundreds upon hundreds of
one and two person occupied, ov-
erly elongated and wide-tracked
pollution belching machines which
will be regurgitated onto the
streets of Albuquerque after a sell-
out function at the new convention
center. It follows quite naturally
that all of the downtown streets
will have to be widened to facili-
tate this increased volume of auto-
mobile usage.

Until the National Highway
Trust Fund is broken open to
make possible other transportation

If each state, whose agency
is called “Highway Depart-
ment,”” would change the
name to “Transportation De-
partment,” then, perhaps, just
perhaps, the idea of broader
thought would become prob-
able.

solutions the ribbons of asphalt
and concrete will widen and
lengthen.

Certainly there is need for well
thought out and planned highway
expansion. We can no more deny
the car than we can deny mother-

hood, and certainly I do not harbor
the idea for a moment that a re-
turn to the “good old days” of the
horse and buggy is possible or
even desirable. 1 like my little
BMW!

Because of geographical reality,
New Mexico will have to rely more
upon the highway, than other more
compressed and crowded states.

But there are other ways to
move people, and planners must
address themselves to this press-
ing problem before we all are
strangled by the ribbons and bow
knots of the freeways.

Every two years Congress pass-
es a Federal Aid Highway Act
which provides the enormous
sums of money needed to further
the spread of pavement. To be
sure, this money comes from the
taxes we pay on each gallon of
gasoline. This money makes up the
Highway Trust Fund. And all the
money in that fund has been ear-
marked for more roads. Wisely,
the Senate passed a bill which
would make $800 million from the
trust fund available to support
mass transportation. However, the
House version did not provide any
but roadway money. At this mo-
ment, the bills have died in a
joint House-Senate Conference
Committee. But, even this first po-

Continued Page 11 2%

(505) 344-8088

featuring

Weather }X |matic

Sprinkler Equipment
\_5p quip

For Your Lawn Sprinkler Needs

NEUMARK CQO,, Inc.

4121 Edith, N.E, = Albuguerque, New Mexico 87107

Over twenty years experience in de-
sign, distribution and installation of
quality lawn sprinkler systems.

DESIGN e SUPPLIES

® COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS

N\

J
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MASONIC TEMPLE NO. 6 &
GRAND LODGE
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

FLATOW, MOORE, BRYAN &
FAIRBURN
ARCHITECTS

LEMBKE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC,
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

KENNETH P, THOMPSON CO., INC.
MASONRY CONTRACTOR

- Masonry has for generations reflected the dignity
and permanence of respected institutions. In this
project, the masonry tradition is continued and
expanded by blending with contemporary materials
and shapes.

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION of NEW MEXICO
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EDITORIAL CONT.

tential break in the use of the
trust funds was offset somewhat
by other bad features; the legis-
lation contained provisions dam-
aging the highway beautification
program, including a two year
moratorium on billboard removal.
The new Congress will have to
start again on a Federal Aid High-
way Act. As this issue of NMA
comes out the election is history
and surviving or newly elected
senators and congressmen are
about to get to work. Now would
be a good time to reach them.
Urge them to open up the High-
way Trust Fund, so that a real
transportation system designed to

better serve us all can be planned
and funded. Representatives of
the American Institute of Archi-
tects have appeared on Capitol
Hill to press for an open fund.
The AIA’s National Policy State-
ment (NMA March/April 1972)
contains a specific reference to the
trust fund:

The tradition of categorical
funding that long has been
followed in American govern-
ment needs to be modified.
Above all, the Highway Trust
Fund, we think, must be con-
verted into a general fund for
community development and
greatly expanded. If this self-
regenerating fund is not re-

fashioned to serve our highest
priority needs, the nation will
place itself in bondage to the
automobile and  superhigh-
way.

These funds are high; at mini-
mum of some $4 billion for each
of the two-year funding periods.
Compare this amount for roads,
against the increased funds passed
this year for historic preservation.
It took major effort to get the Con-
gress to appropriate $10 million for
this coming year. In simple terms
—to try to save and protect some
of the cloth of history: one dollar;
to build more roads: 400 dollars,

or 400 times as much money!
JPC

NMA NEWS

SANTA FE CHAPTER,
AlA, ELECTS
1973 OFFICERS
President—Urban C. Weidner, ]r.
Vice President—Kenneth S. Clark,
FAIA
Secretary-Treasurer—Robert
Straiter
Director—Ted C. Luna
Director—John P. Conron
At press time the other two New
Mexico chapters had not held elec-
tions; so, their new 1973 officers
will be reported in the January-
February, 1973, NMA.

NMA MUST KNOW!!
Do you want to receive New
Mexico Architecture magazine???
The mailing list for this maga-
zine needs to be overhauled.
Therefore, we must have your re-
sponse. In the last issue of NMA
was a postcard asking our readers
to fill out and return. Many did,
but many did not. Naturally, all
New Mexico registered architects
will continue to receive the maga-
zine. And, of course, the many

paid subscriptions will not be af-
fected. But, the magazine has been
sent to many other people through-

out the’ country, including archi-
tects, legislators, government offi-
cials, libraries, ete.

The list has become “confused”
and must, therefore be given a
thorough cleaning and sorting. We
want all present recipients to con-
tinue on our list, IF they wish to,
but you are now asked to Say So!

Please fill out the card from the
September/October issue, if you
have not already done so—or drop
us a note, if the card is lost. Don’t
be caught without, we hope, those
exciting, provocative and inform-
ative 1973 issues!

John P. Conron, AIA, FAID, Editor

NMA November-December 1972
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A New Mexico Rn@l 11111[“&]1 Property
the residence of Stephan W. Dorsey

by Robert Beauvais, Historic Preservation Program, State Planning Office

with a postscript by George Pearl, ALA
and photography by Robert Tlugent

NMA November-December 1972




“As we approach, we see behind
a neat door-yard fence, a mass
of trees, and rising above these,
a turreted tower of stone sur-
rounded by a flagpole and the
stars and stripes . . . As we dis-
mount we note a portion of the
house of hand-hewn logs, but
added to this is a much larger
structure of sandstone, castle-like
in appearance, a building which
would do credit to any eastern
town.”

Orange County, New York

November 13, 1891

The preceding statement typi-
fies the impressions registered by
visitors during the past 90 years on
their arrival at the Dorsey Man-
sion in Colfax County, New Mex-
ico.

Located off State Highway 56,
approximately 20 miles northeast
of Springer, the house stands both
as a testament to the exciting ca-
reer of U. S. Senator Stephen W,
Dorsey and as an example of one
of the most unusual architectural
structures built in the New Mexi-
co Territory.

Dorsey was bom in 1842 in
Benson, Vermont, where he spent
the greater part of his childhood
and adolescent years. In his late
teens, he and his family moved to
Ohio where he became an em-
ployee of the Sandusky Tool Com-
pany. With the outbreak of the
Civil War, Dorsey left his job in
order to enlist in the Union Army
as a private. He showed an ability
to lead other men and was quick-
ly elevated in rank, emerging from
the war as a captain. Dorsey re-
turned to the Sandusky Tool Com-
pany and in a short time he was
elevated to the office of president.
Apparently his executive capabil-
ities did not go unnoticed, for in
1870 he accepted the offer of the
newly organized Arkansas Central
Railroad to become president of
that corporation. The railroad had
become a political issue under
Governor Powell Clayton and Dor-
sey made the most of the political

opportunities afforded to him by
this position. In 1874, at 31 years
of age, he was elected a U. S. sen-
ator from the state of Arkansas.

It was during this senatorial
term that Dorsey began his land
and cattle speculations in the
southwest, acquiring very extensive
holdings of both in northern New
Mexico. Records show that in 1877
he acquired 160 acres of land near
Point of Rocks, a landmark on the
Santa Fe Trail at the Cimarron
cutoff. Before his fortune suffered
serious setbacks in 1893, he would
not only build the 36-room Dorsey
Mansion, but would also hold the

deed to over 24,000 acres of land
over which many thousand cattle,
boasting his Triangle Dot brand,
would graze.

Dorsey’s prominence in the Re-
publican ranks is attested to by
the fact that, with the backing of
President Grant and Chester A.
Garfield, he was made Secretary
of the Republican National Com-
mittee in 1880. Dorsey’s material
wealth was simultaneously being
augmented by his involvement in
the lucrative star route mail busi-
ness. Star routes were designations
for mail service where regular
means of transportation such as

NMA November-December 1972
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The most astonishing thing about
the Dorsey Mansion is its being
there, and as early as 1880.

Only a trace of the once lush gardens remains.

NMA November-December 1972 15




railroad and steamboat were not
available. During the administra-
tion of President Hayes, many
such contracts had been let to in-
dividuals to provide this service
over designated star routes. Dor-
sey’s impending financial doom
was sounded by the investigation
ordered in 1881 by newly-inaugur-
ated President Garfield (for whose
election, ironically enough, Dorsey
had vigorously campaigned), into
the possibility of fraudulent claims
being perpetrated by various star
route contractors. Dorsey was di-
rectly implicated in these allega-
tions. The information which the
prosecution procured proved that
the Federal government had been
defrauded of over $2 million. Due
to the brilliant legal counsel of
controversial Robert Ingersoll,
Dorsey’s main lawyer, Dorsey was
able to gain acquittal from all the
federal charges brought against
him. However, the trial proceed-
ings of this scandal seriously dam-
aged Dorsey’s business reputation
and signaled an end to his politi-
cal future. Concurrent with the
trials was a drastic drop in the
price of cattle in the southwest.
This development plus the court
costs and Dorsey’s loss of credit
hastened the end of the Dorsey
Empire. In 1893, through foreclo-
sure, the mansion was sold at an
auction,

Prior to the complete financial
ruin which befell its original, il-
lustrious inhabitant, the Dorsey
Mansion had enjoyed several years
of being the focal point in New
Mexico for entertaining and lux-
urious living. Presidents Garfield
and Grant and Governor/Author
Lew Wallace numbered among its
most renowned house guests, A
bust of Garfield still occupies its
original recess in the wall by the
main staircase,

Following the last trial in 1884,
Dorsey had returned to his Vic-
torian manor in New Mexico to at-
tend to what remained of his cat-
tle and land business. It is to be
assumed that he remained there
until the foreclosure in 1893.

From an architectural stand-
point, the mansion itself is at least
as worthy of consideration as is

A bust of President Garfield stands in its original recess.

the man who ordered its construc-
tion. It is composed of two por-
tions: one half log and the other
half of locally quarried rose sand-
stone. Construction on the original
log portion began in 1878. The fa-
cade consists of square hewn, de-
barked logs which had been oiled
prior to placement. This original
structure was built in the shape
of an “L” and stands two stories
high. The roof, which is now bad-
ly in need of repair, was construct-
ed of wooden shingles.

In general, the building interior
reflected the pioneer ruggedness
of the times. The basement housed
the large carbide tank of acetylene
gas which Dorsey had installed, at
a cost of $5,000.00, in order to pro-
vide lighting throughout the man-

Senator Dorsey’'s brother adorns
the tower.

16
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The commodious wine cellar,

The tower gargoyle of Senator
James « Blaine—a political foe of
Senator Dorsey.

Mrs. Dorsey looks solemnly out
across the New Mexico landscape.

sion. Here also, behind an iron
grill door, was Dorsey’s extensive
wine cellar. The attic of this build-
ing, despite its very low pitched
roof and narrow width, was utiliz-
ed as servants’ quarters for the
Dorsey domestic staff.

In 1881 construction commenced
on the stone portion of the man-
sion. It, too, incorporated two
stories and was also “L” shaped in
order to be symmetrical to the al-
ready existing building. This ad-
dition was truly a commanding
architectural structure. It was
erected out of hewn sandstone and
had a composition roof. A major
element of the facade was de-
signed as a tall octagonal tower
upon whose upper reaches were
carved likenesses of Dorsey, his
wife and his brother. There are
also two sculptured gargoyles,
caricatures of his political arch-
enemy, Senator James Blaine, a
political foe from his Capitol Hill
days.

After completing the stone build-
ing, the ground floor of the log
cabin became a smoking room,
card room, billiard room and li-
brary. Although these rooms are
now barren and in disrepair, there
are many written accounts prais-
ing the beautiful furniture which
once occupied the floor space. On-
ly the intricately embossed door
hinges and doorknobs are left as
a reminder of the log portion’s
gilt-edged days. (Photo page 18)

The furnishings of the interior
of the stone portion bespoke a
world of wealth and aristocracy.
There were brass chandeliers
hanging from an ornate cast plas-
ter medallion. These fixtures bear
the image of the benign and some-
what Hellenic face of Mrs. Dor-
sey. Some of the chandeliers have
carved cut glass light shades,
which depict a hunting scene. This
same motif can be seen on the
mantelpiece for the fireplace in the
dining room and on several other
pieces of furniture still remaining
in the house. A carved cherry-
wood staircase still extends grace-
fully upward from the salon to the
second story of the stone portion,
where the nine master and guest
bedrooms are located. Brilliantly

The Salon/Reception Room chan-
delier.

colored stained glass still adorns
the top of the main entrances into
the salon.

The spacious dining room could
comfortably seat 50, and it seems
to have done so on many occasions.

The large kitchen and secluded
butler's pantry can be found to
the rear of the dining room. To
the west side of these three rooms
was constructed the art gallery, in
its day exhibiting not only paint-
ings collected during Dorsey’s ex-
tensive travels, but a variety of
stuffed animal heads as well. Lo-
cated right between the log and
stone portions on the first floor,
this room often served as a ball-
room. To today’s visitor the most
impressive quality of the room
would be the Gothicized trussed
and beamed, pitched walnut ceil-
ing, affording the sunlight to
stream in through its two sky-
lights. Today the room has mis-
cellaneous articles in it, includ-
ing Dorsey’s safe, his foreman’s
saddle and the last vestiges of the
Chico Springs Post Office.

From extant pictures and writ-
ten accounts, the front grounds
were befitting of a Victorian-style
manor, being all the more remark-
able for their oasis-like existence
in the middle of the prairie. To a

NMA November-December 1972
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The Receplion/Salon Room
above, and the Dining Room,
across the page.

From the Reception/Salon Room
the carved cherrpeood  staircase
rises to the second floor of the
stone house. (See staircase details
on page 19.)

The Dining Room, above right,
could seat 50 guests and it seems
to have done so on many occa-
sions. (See page 20 for a photo-
graphy of the fireplace.)

18
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The gothicized trussed and beamed

large degree they were laid in the
romantic manner with a profusion
of fruit trees, shrubs and flower
gardens.

A large sandstone fountain, 20
feet in diameter, is dominated by
a monument topped with a bobcat
and rattlesnake engaged in mortal
combat; waterdogs and owls add
further amusement to the foun-
tain. Two other fountains, cast in
iron, grace different spots in the
gardens—these latter two were im-
ported by Dorsey from France.

On the west side of what was
the front lawn of the mansion
there had been constructed a ro-
mantic free form pool of stone, 180
feet by 780 feet in maximum di-
mension and varying from 4 to 5
feet in depth. Three islands were
placed in the center and on the
largest of these was a six-sided
rustic gazebo.

There were many other build-
ings on the grounds; all were built
and functioning to service the Dor-
sey family, guests and ranch
hands. These structures included
a large barn, bathhouse, bunk

>place with hunting scenes cut

The Dining Room fire
into the marble.

ceiling of the
art gallery with its present collection, including
the Chico Springs Post Office.

The main fountain with

the mansion beyond.

20
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An overview of the mansion with
the old Santa Fe Trail landmark,
Point of Rocks, across the prairie
to the southeast on the right sky-
line. The once lush, romantic gar-
den is gone, but the free form
pool can be seen in front of the
houses on the right, and in the
photograph below. To the rear
of the house stand the remains of
the commissary.

A bobcat and rattlesnake in mortal
combat top the fountain.

house, carriage house, smokehouse,
greenhouse and commissary. Only
the shell of the commissary re-
mains and is presently used as
storage area and barn. Ruins of
the stone greenhouse stand to the
left of the mansion. All of the
buildings surrounding the main
building formed a complex which
was incorporated as the town of
Chico Springs. The post office,
once located in the commissary
and later moved to the art gal-

lery, was in service as late as 1956.

The second story of the stone
tower contains a solarium connect-
ing the master bedroom and the
sitting room. The tower bay win-
dows command a panoramic view
of the surrounding prairie.

The Dorsey Mansion slipped
from prominence after the sena-
tor's departure. Although several
families later lived in the struc-
ture, it was generally regarded as
a ranch house and not much cre-
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The elegance of front door and window details, and the superbly
joined hand hewn beams of the formal log portion.

The ruins of the commissary.

dence given to the history and man
who had lived there.

However, this was changed in
1966 when Mr, and Mrs. K. E.
Deaton acquired the mansion and
the surrounding 40 acres of land.
The Deatons decided that the
house could both serve as a home
and also could be restored to the
magnificence of the time it was
owned by the senator. During
those vears the Deaton’s devoted
monumental effort toward that
end. At the time of Mr. Deaton’s
death, the stone house had been
stabilized and restored. However,
the log portion is deteriorating
rapidly, primarily because of the
severe erosion of the wood
shingles. R. B.

o o o o o o

The most astonishing thing
architecturally about the Dorsey
Mansion is its being there, 25
miles out on the prairie and its
being there as early as 1880.

The log portion of the house is
the most difficult to explain styl-
istically, The symmetry of the fa-
cade and plan of the main pavil-
ion recalls an eastern seaboard tra-
dition which had been abandoned
long before the Civil War and was
not revived until well into the
1890's. The formality of plan, ele-
gance of door and window details
in a house executed in superbly
joined hand hewn logs are enig-
matic regardless of their date or
location.

The stone house, built at the




same date in Denver, St. Louis or
Boston would have represented
the architectural fashions of that
day and would probably have
been admired primarily for the
custom design of lighting fixtures,
fireplace details, portrait sculpture
and for the excellent work of the
craftsmen and sculptors who built
it. Similar gardens, water elements,
sculpture and fountains existed al-
ready in the public gardens in
Boston, Central Park in New York
and elsewhere. The entire com-
plex, formal log mansion joined
in row-house fashion to dissimilar
gothicizing stone pavilion, all sur-
rounded by gardens of such late
design and great elaboration, con-
stitute one of the most astonish-
ing exurbs in the country.
George Pearl, AIA




for over 50 years - - -
from 1921

installed & serviced by

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY
of ALBUQUERQUE

(505) 344-3467
2840 LOS ARBOLES AVE. N.E. 87107

OUR 34TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST

HANLEY'S and the

ARCHITECTURAL PAINTS
FOR BEAUTY AND
PROTECTION

TECHNICAL COATINGS FOR
PROTECTION — FUNCTION

SUNFOE
AMBASSADOR
COROBAN
HANLEY PAINT MFG. GO., INC.
EL PASO, TEXAS ALBUQUERQUE

PLASGY

NC. ALBUGUERQUE

mirror closet doors ® shower
doors & compartments ® com-
plete store front department
patio doors ® fiberglass shower
stalls & tubs @ plate glass
mirrors ©® bathroom acces-
sories ® medicine cabinets
screen & storm doors ® glass
& aluminum products @ acrylic
lavatories & tubs ® complete
screen service

UNISTRUT

NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING

MR STRUT

movable partitions
wire mesh partitions

toilet partitions

steel shelving and racks

4820 PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY, N.E. @ P.0. BOX 3128
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110
PHONE 505 345-2405

24 NMA November-December 1972




Servi)zq the architectural
professim ----- profess[om[[y.’

SANTA FE BuiLbers SuppLy Co.
SANTA FE ALBURDUERBUE

OUR 20th

ANNIVERSARY!

SERVING THE CONTRACTORS AND
BUILDING INDUSTRY OF

NEW MEXICO SINCE 1952

DISTRIBUTORS

FOR
QUALITY
COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
CARPET FLOOR
PRODUCTS
BY
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THE INFINITE ACCESS FLOOR wa oo
The sensible answer to the problem of underfloor, accessibility, . e 100

for cables - heating, cooling, conduit, piping, conveyors, etc. DECKER
The Tate Floor System, as installed by New Mexico POWER
Marble & Tile Co. offers the advantage of: The high strength TOOLS
of steel, interchangeable floor panels, fire resistance, low cost,
lateral stability, permanent floor level, cut-out flexibility, FLINT KOTE
dimensional stability, unaffected by temperature or humidity,
owners choice of floor covering.

KITCHEN
'CABINETS

NEW MEXICO T
MAPLEBLE AND TILE CO. 312 INDUSTRIAL AVENUE, N.E.

| 414 Second St., 5. W. Albuquerque, N. M. P.0. BOX 25111, ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 87125
P. O. Box 834 e Phone 243-5541 PHONE 344-2317
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Christmas Gift Problems?
. . . Then give a provocative magazine —
NMA. And it's a gift which arrives six
times during the year.

~d -~

575,

a gift subscription to
New Mexico Architecture
is only $2.50 per year

~A .~

FEN

Send all information
—and a check—to:

" New Mexico Architecture
Box 7415, Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87104

new mexico architecture nma

Published bi-monthly by New Mexico Society of Architects,
American Institute of Architects, a non-profit organiza-
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ChemCom
doesn’t shrink
from any job.

When you want minimized
shrinkage cracking for absolute
structural integrity, durability, and
beauty, the concrete answer is
ChemComp, Southwestern
Portland's expansive cement.
ChemComp is finished cement, not
an additive or partial
replacement. It greatly reduces
maintenance and repair costs due
to cracks. It generally eliminates
the need for waterproof
membranes or surface

sealants. Check ChemComp’s
many advantages.

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE:
BOX 392, EL PASO, TEXAS 79943.

SOUTHWESTERN PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY

MAKERS OF EL TORO CEMENTS / EL PASO, AMARILLO, ODESSA
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People/Facilities/Change

Herman Miller’s Action Office II is designed to
save space, reduce total cost and increase per-
sonnel efficiency. It’s a facility concept based
on change. It welcomes change and includes

it in its original design concept. Revolutionary?
Yes. Yet it’s a return to a common sense ap-
proach to the requirements of an office. You
are invited to see AOII in action at . . .

design interiors, inc.

5021 lomas blvd. n.e. .
albuquerque, n. m. 87110 .
telephone 505-268-4307

BRADLEY WASHFOUNTAIN CO.
“D, J. Alexander Division"
9255 Fountain Blvd. ® Menomonee Falls, Wis. 53051

represented by:

BARNETT & COMPANY

1501 N. Third St. @ Albuquerque, N. M,
(505) 247-2428

Bright ideas

ARCHITECTURAL |
SYSTEMS COMPANY

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS
BUILDER'S HARDWARE
DEMOUNTABLE
PARTITIONS

Box 3624 Earl A. Boule

Albuquerque Gerald P. Shultz A H.C.
345-3491 Don Welker
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IMAGINATION IN CONCRETE

Exposed Aggregate Concrete Panels lend
Beauty and Practicality to a new Bank Building
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The new Albuquerque National Bank Systems building in
Albuquerque features attractive striated concrete panels
of local aggregate custom cast for the building by Hydro
Conduit Corporation. Precast concrete canopy panels were
also fabricated as accents on the structure. Architectural
concrete panels have given this building an attractive,
maintenance free exterior.
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ARCHITECTS—Sfevens Mollory,PeorI & Campbell CONTRACTOR—K. L. House Construction Co.
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