Centennial
Highlights...

In West Palm Beach a
Mayor proclaimed Archi-
tect’s Week for the profes-
sion of which he is a
member . . . and in Tampa
an editor who is also an
architect spoke before the
Florida Central Chapter
and offered the profession
The Challenge of a Choice.




...Now ready for use

This booklet has been prepared for the use of Florida AlA archi-
tects by a Special Committee of the Florida Association of
Architects. As a matter of public information, it is written in
layman’s language about the architect and the services he can
render to those contemplating a building project . . . As such it
is a brief guide to better building — and already five of Florida's
10 AlA Chapters are using it as part of their local public relations
program . . . This booklet is available in quantity only through
AlA Chapters in Florida. Single copies may be obtained for 15
cents (in coin) from the FAA Executive Secretary’s office . . .
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FOR ADDITIOMAL
INFORMATION IN YOUR
LOCALITY — CALL:

Chatelain Calls for Federation

To Solve Development Problems

AlA President says "new layer of Government” will be needed
to help cure urban ills and assure future regional progress.

On February 23, 1957, at a Cenbern-
nial Celebration luncheon in the
Dome Reoom of Federal Hall, New
York, AIA President Leowr Chatelain,
Jr.. FAIA, sketched a significant pro-
fessional objective for architects dur-
ing the Institute’s second century of
progress. Speaking to a crowd of no-
tables gathered to mark the Institute’s
hundredih-vear  birthday, the AIA
president  touched briefly on  the
tounding of the AlA, the conditions
which prevailed at that time and the
developmemt of current conditions
which call clearly for decisive and vig-
orous aclion toward protecting the
future of our communities, Then he
seniel:

“The architect’s task today lies in
planning for the human environment
of the future . . . Yet the very envir-
onment in which our lives are shaped
and spent is deteriorating because of
pressures which presently seem almost
bevond control. The movement scems
slower and Jess dramatic than the
threats of conflicts abroad, because
we seldom read about it in our news-
papers. For all of this, however, it is
just as important.

“In this Centennial vear of ouor
professional socicty, we can sec that

we arc being slowly strangled by a
creeping paralysis of our citics and
towns. The population of the United
States has grown to 170 million per-
soms. By 1975, we are told, it will
reach perhaps 228 millions. We are
living to an older age. At the same
time, our birth rate is expanding. The
average family has two children. Yet
the number of familics with three or
more children has doubled in the past
twenty vears.

“In the years which followed World
War Il suburban growth was acceler-
ated. People who were eaming larger
meomes began buying more and maore
homes, Industry followed its workers
to the suburbs. The autemobile which
made the whole process possible has
become a symbal of tyranny as well
as a device of convenience. Now cven
our suburban schools are inadequate
to meet the need. And our cities
arc congested to  the point of
choking.

“Actually, the word ‘city’ is nearly
an extinct term.  So it is with the
oft-repeated phrase “Hight to the su-
burbs.” For the ‘suburb’ itself, in
the original meaning of the word, is
disappearing. Instead we have devel-
oped intoe a nation with a score of

(Continued on Page 4)

Request Granted . . .

Comments on the presentation of
renderings by Joserr N, Sarmm in
the April isue were many. Because
most of them were complimentary,
we hope to be able to show more
examples of fine architectural rendes-
ings in the future, But carcful as we
thought we were with credit lines, we
made an ermor, which was called to
our attention by Hemserr H. Joms-
sox, partner in the firm of Ween
RusseLn Jonssox Associares, Miami,
His letter follows—and we are glad

to grant the request contained in its
last sentence

“We wish to eall vour altention to
an error in the article on Joe Smith in
the last weue of “The Florida Archi-
tect.” The credit line over the render-
img of the proposed Dodge Island
Development should not have con-
tained our name. Our only connec-
tion with the project was to put Mr.
Smith i touch with one of our
clients who wished to oblain a draw-
ing of the proposed development.

“Will you please correct this in
the next issue?”

THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT



Hellostone Twin-T wniti—shown here being stockpiled—are accurately precast with dependable reinforced
concrete in 8, 12, 14, 16 and 20-inch depths to coare for a wide range of spanning and lsading conditions.

Twin-T units are more alike than the proverbial peas in a ped.
This uniformity, resulting from Hollostone's controlled pre-cast-
ing, assures you of dimensional stability in the finished building,

and economy of time and money during its construction....

HOLLOSTONE CO. OF MIAMI, OPA-LOCKA, FLORIDA « s2htsse W w ¥
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Lam-0-Tile

the new vinyl
covering for
any wall ...

Anyw’mre

DECORATIVE...

Fifteen wnigue patterns — fabrics,
woods, sprigs of grasses, strands of
glitter—in basic color backgrounds.
A palette that gives free rein to
imaginative design.

YERSATILE . . .
Patterns are locked in 10-inch
squares of plastic that's easily applied
with a buttery mastic to almost any
interior surface — as plaster, wood,
brick, cement, metal,

SERVICEABLE . ..
Lam-0-Tile's rigid winyl sheets won't
shrink, fade or peel. Resistance is
excellent to grease and ofl, household
stains, corrosive acids or alkalies. 5o
upkeep it sasy—and it won't support
combarstion.

ARMOR-FLEX PRODUCTS

WHOLESALE FAETORY BISTRIDUTORS
Phone JA 2-3204
2111 5. Andrews Ave, Ft. Lasuderdale, Fla.
LRI ET]
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Chatelain . . .

(Continued from Page 2°
massive urbam  musfirooms.  These
have overlapped to the point where,
for example, there is a hoge urban
nibbon — 600 miles Tong — extend-
ing from Boston to Fairfax County,
Va. This huge belt is spreading west-
ward to Chicago and Kansas City.

“Some say that the city centers
are dying; that they are little more
than decaying nerve centers. [ would
like to say that 1 believe that no or
ganism can live without its nerve cen-
ter, and that the preservation and
restoration of these nerve centers are
of vital concern to all of us. It is
heartening to see what private groups
and government on all levels have
done to halt the decline and infuse
new life into these centers by clearing
blighted land, providing better hous-
ing, and slowing the desperate strug-
gle of people to get farther and farther
from the city heart. Yet this condi-
tion of blight is not confined to the
citics, It affects many thousands of
smaller communities throughout the
nation, many of whose citizens fecl
powerless and financially unable to
remedy the ills of a haphazard, crazy-
quilt expansion of their municipalitics.

“There is, I think, an important
point to be made here, It is this:
Municipal borders and state lines
have come to mean very little. Sewer
amd water lines, the need for efficient
police and fire protection, the prob-
lems of building cnough homes and
schools, and the fixing of traffic
routes, don't end with city boun-
dartcs. In some sections of the
United States — notably the South
and West — efforts have been made
to solve these basic administrative
problems by annexation — the pro-
cess of swallowing up more and more
territory and governing more people.
The federal government has launched
a multi-million-dollar  highway pro-
gram. Yet public hearings must be
held in every state, city, and town-
ship whose borders are to be crossed
by the new federal roads.

“I believe that there is another
way. It i federation. | do not be-
licve that the federal povernment
can, or should, assume control of the
development and redevelopment of
onr communitiecs. This s not the
way of Amernica. At the same time,
we know that many of our simplest
problems of providing community fa-

cilities for our growing urban areas
cannot be solved by individual local
governments working in opposition to
one another,

“There must be longrange plan-
ning. Withont it, we can do nothing.
It has been proposed that millions of
dollars of federal money be appropri-
ated for the nation's public schools.
It iz needed, of course. But all the
money in the world won't correct our
school-building problems. We must
find a way to set up Jong-range build-
ing programs — whose targets can
be adjusted from vear to year — so
that school boards can emerge from
the perpetual atmosphere of emer-
geney and begin planning ahead of
the mmmediabe need.

“This applies, on a broad seale, to
all our problems of improving our
shabby or inadequate community fa-
cilitics. In order to establish a pro-
cedural basis for getting this done, 1
suggest that we need large federations
of local governments, working togeth-
er voluntarily on  public problems
which Bridge their boundaries,

“Call it, if you will, a new layer of
government. This informal federation
of local governments is working in a
number of areas today. Planning com-
missions work out agreements for mu-
tually-financed public parkland, sewer
and water facilitics, and recreational
centers. This reasoning and working
arrangement, | believe, also must ap-
ply to urban renewal programs and
to the vitally important integration
of urban redevelopment with the
building of new highways. The two
cannot be planned separately.”

Fresident Chatelain called on “all
thinking Americans™ for the public
support needed to cope adequately
with needed redevelofment problems,
He chgracterized the overall need
for action alomg these lines as not
only a huge ecomomic problem but
as “a moral, educational, eultural and
spiritual problem,too,” And, speaking
for “all of the 12,000 members of
the ATA" he said.

“We are interested in this prob-
lem. We have been trained for it
We want to help. We will serve on
public committees. It is only through
these committees that the public is
organized and the various levels of
government are brought together in
common foens to clear a slum, case
traffic congestion, erase blighted areas
and build better schools.”

THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT



Facts at your Finger Tips

Complete information on the use of Perlite

in construction . . . A loose-leaf data file in six
sections covering the specifications you need

for the proper use of Perlite in Roof Decks, Floor
Fills and Slabs, Curtain Walls and FPlaster . . .
Included is technical information on design of
lightweight, insulating concrete — and latest
(1957) ASHVE tables on heat tranmission . . .

This new Perlite Design Manual
is available only from membars
of the Perlite Institute and has
been prepared as a reliable de-
sign and specification reference
for use by architects and engi-
meers . . . Write to Perlite, Inc.,
for a free copy—or the address
of the Perlite Institute momber
neargst you, . . .,

-'}\.
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F OR YOUR
STRUCTURAL

=y TR ENG—INEE R

r‘ THE professional engnesr i3 the man lor human resds. Hi services may inchs

resporsible for making buildings struc- imeestigations; appranals and reports
buikding sites and soil conditiom; plared

cordultation, design and supervsson of &C

turally sound, Hia special knowledgs of
the mathematical and physical scences, of

principles and methods of englassdiing - struction

slysin and design, has been scquired by a To protect your bwildesg investment, reta
minimum of |0 years' professional educs- tha services of a liosrasd mechankcal or ©
tion and practical experience, This training ergineer, if your architect has not airea
in compulsory before e can be licerand o dons 80, And stk him about the scomcend
practice his profew’on snd accept his chal- ard  strucheral stability of Building = -
lenging respormibility. WRIGHT peecast prestressed concrate—i
An  srchitect's working partner, The en- rrodern cordtruction material combining 1
girper  tramiforeea  Inta strectural  realities best features o ooncrote and  aleel
the architect’'s concepts of usuable space preater stremgrh  ard  pormarsens.

POMPANO HIGHLANDS

FORT LAUDERDALE

Prestressed Concrete . Transit Mixed Concrete . 5and Plaster. Martai
£ THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT
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FAA Directors’ Meeting Held at Orlando

Board authorizes formation of two new Committees -- one on
FAA Conventions, the other on FAA-Chapters Coordination.

A number of important matters
were discussed by all but three of
the FAAs 18 directors at a meeting
of the FAA Board held March 16 in
the San Juan Hotel at Orlando. Some
were contained in reports of the few
committee chainmen present.

Among those was Sasxrorn W,
Gowx, FAIA, who spoke as chair
man of the Edoucation and Registra-
tion Commitbee and also as head of
the Specinl Committee to aid the
Covernor's Committee on School-
house Construction. On the first, he
outlingd this year's FAA student schol-
arship competition program and asked
that four architects scrve, with Hag-
oLy Reixer of the U/F, as a jury.
Named were Mortox T, Iroxmox-
GER, Josern M. Smiraro, James E.
Garpano and Ivax H. Saairir, with
Forgest R. Coxes and Roserr H.
Levisox as altemates. The program,
Housing for Married Students, will be
jundeged at the beginning of the Student
Home show to be held Aprl 27.

As to the Special Committee Re-
port, Goin showed copics of an in-
tensive study and recommendations
prepared by his committee. This ma-
terial was submitted to the Govemnor's
Committec on  Schoolhouse Con-
struction on February 11, but has not
vet been released by that bedy for
publication.

Reporting on the Orlando Case,
Jastes E. Garvaxo showed a series of
eolored slides indicating the character
of the Blankner School roof collapse.
He stated that a full mvestigation had
been made of this matter; and the
Board went om record as authorizing
its release to professional and tech-
nical societies only.

A resolution of sympathy  was
adopted relative to MerLex C, Gree-
Ley, FAIA. Mr. Greeley is now slow-
Iv recovering from a heart attack suf-
fered some weeks ago.

Appearing  before  the  Board,
Grorce M. MEeccmson, State School
Architect, asked for the Board's at-
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tention to the matter of architects”
liability for ernors or omissions result-
ing in construction or equipment fail-
ure. He indicated that the sobject
hadd been maised by school officials.
Discussion resulted in the Board's
offering services of the FAA to an-
swer any questions relative to such
muatters.

Chief business of the meeting oon-
tered on two matters of FAA organ-
ization and operation. One concemexd
the future comtrol of FAA Conven-
tion activities. Instead of placing all
responsibility for planming, program
angd pnu_ﬂ_‘du:’l; on a hosk {:Ililplrr, it
was felt that the FAA itsclf should
assume this — with host Chapter act-
ivity confined to cooperating with the
FAA to help carry through Conven-
tion plans at the local lewel. The
Board authorized President Wortman
to name a threeman FAA Conven-
tion Committec with rotating ap
pointments. This would become a

policy amd planning group to work
directly with the FAA Executive Sce-
retary’s office in developing  future
Convention plans. Responsibility  for
carrying through this Committec's
recommendations and decisions would
then be vested in the Executive Soc-
retary's office.

The sccomd matter mvolved im-
proved coordination of Chapter act-
wities with operations of the FAA,
including publication of The Florida
Architect. There 5 need for better
timing of Chapter clections and
mecting dates; better Chapter com-
mittee structures in line with AlA
organization; and closer liason  be-
tween Chapter and FAA affairs. The
Board voted that a specical commit-
tee be set up for this purpose. As an
FAA Coordination Committes  1fs
work would involve recommendations
for hoth Chapter and FAA by-law
changes — presumably  in time  for
needed action duning the 43rd Con-
vention. President Wortman named
Jons L. R. Graxp as Chairman, with
the three FAA District Vice-Presi-
dents as  members — WiLLiasm B,
Hamvarn, Framgpm 5. Buscn aid
Jonx STETSON.

F/R IM PIMELLAS COUMTY—As part of the Florida Central Chapter's Cen-
tennial Year program, Pinellas County architects affiliated with the Chapter
sponsared for the first time an architectural exhibit booth ot the Pincllas County
Fair held in Large Fobrusry 26 through March 2. Developed umder the chair-
manship of Herace Hamlin, Jr., the exhibit of architect’s work drew favorable

comment from both

leic and press. Enpiu of the new FAA booklet, "How

To Build With Confidence,” were distributed in conjunction with the exhibir.



At the Centemnial Cele-
bration mecting, on Feb-
ruary 23, of the Flerida
Central Chapter, AlA, the
chief speaker of the eve-
ming was Thomas H.
Creighton, AlA, of Mew
York, editer of the mag-
azine Progressive Archi-

tecture. As a goad against
complacency his address
s worthy of thoughtiul
notica by every architect
in Florida. It is repro-
duced here in full except
fer a few minor local ref-

arences.

Tonight all over the country AIA
Chapters and State  Associations are
mecting in special Centennial cele-
brations, to commemorate the found-
ing, 100 yvears ago, of the American
Institute of Architects, and to listen
to talks om the Centennial vear
theme: A New Century Beckons. It
B a time to review accomplishments
of the last hundred years, and to look
forward to greater ones in the coming
hundred years.

There are many ways the subject
can be approached. As a matter of
fact, it would be perfectly fair for
someone to ask: “What s NEW
about thiz new century? Why do we
mark an old century and a new cen-
tury af this point, aside from the
accident of history which brought o
group of architects together to form
d professional soctety exactly 100
years ago tomight?™"

Actually there are perfectly valid
reasons for cheosing this as a point at
which to look back and recapitulate,
and look ahead and prognosticate.
The Institute and its members are
very fortunate that AlA  wasn't
founded ten or fifteen vears earlier.
Because ten or fifteen vears ago would
mot have been such a good break
point. The amount of consolidation

THE CHALLENGE OF A

of gains in architeeture since the war
have been so great — in design, tech-
nical advance, and practice — that we
have snddenly reached a point of
maturity — and reaching maturity al-
ways means making awkward decisions
about future life.

But before we come to those sticky
“whither are we drifting” questions,
let's look back a moment. One hun-
dred years ago a very small band of
conscientious men met in New York
to form a professional group. Archi-
tecture — the art of enclosing space
in the most beantiful possible way for
the best possible use of the prople of
our land — had reached a point where
a sense of professional responsibility
was felt by these men. Their aims
were simple and simply stated. First,
of course, there was the reason for any
group of likeminded people being
formed — companionship, swapping
of cxperiences, self-protection, self-
help. “Organization,” said Richard
Upjohn in his after-dinner talk at the
first annual banguet, “is a wholesome
check to the erralic wanderings of
some men of genius, while if fs a spur
to the flagging energies of others.””

But beyond that there was a feeling
that organpation would assist archi-
tecture — not so much the architect

THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT



- CHOICE

By THOMAS H. CREIGHTON, A. . A.

Editer, "Progressbee Architecture™

— in two important ways: by helping
the profession as a whole “attain fo
a high degree of knowledge in the
several branches of our art’ and “to
puide the public to a clear and sound
understanding of (architecture)” as
Upjohn pat it, or as another member
added, “improving ourselves and dif-
fusing the love and knowledge of
architecture among our fellow eiti-
zens.”” So you see that technical sem-
inars and a public relations program
were among the original raisons d'etres
of the Institute.

However, let us face the fact that
these architects, progressive as they
were for their time, had no idea what
problems for the future their two
strictures, self-improvement and pub-
lic education, would involve for future
generations of architects. “We must,”
said Upjohn, “convince gentlemen
(clients were referred to more polite-
Iv in those days than they are now)
that there is a difference in a mere
building and one that & constricted
scientifically and ormamented artistic-
‘urlil

Scientific construction in 1857, pro-
gressive as it was in many respects of
wood and masonry svstems and de-
tails, did not cven envisage the steel
frame, the plate glass, the plasticity of

APRIL, 1957

concrete, or the many ferrous, non-
ferrous, synthetic, plastic and lamin-
ated products we now know. Mor did
it even drcam of the surge of mech-
anical, eleetrical and sanitary equip-
ment and their systems and  com-
ponents that began developing a half
century later.

The buildings that were to be ex-
plained to the gemtlemen clients of
1857 were mainly simple in nature.
Shopping centers and motels and air
terminals  were  dream  stuff. The
“gentlemen” themselves were not the
high-tension commercial clients of to-
day; and communications between
the architect and his client were not
jammed by the hosts of package-
dealers, speculative builders, and in-
terior decorators which cloud the de-
sign atmosphere today.

And fnally, buildings “omamented
artistically” were much ecasier to ex-
plain, let us assume, than those de-
signed in the modern esthetic. There
was no hint then of the modemn
movement which grew some decades
after Mr. Upjohn’s speech in our mid-
west, spread to Europe, picked up
aspects of the great 20th Century
revolution in all the arts and cultures,
and then traveled back to our shores
to confound and confuse for several

generations, oot only  the general
gentleman public, but cven the prac
titioners and even the schools of archi-
tecture.

It has been a hectic, dynamic cen-
tury. In 1857 cven the results of the
industrial revolution itself could hardh
be appreciated by our founding fath-
ers; its affect on architecture was still
speculative. Mow, one hundred vears
later, we are shill absorbing the
changes in building technology, build-
ing types, and methods of practice
that have resulted. And, with wars
and depressions and cultural and so-
cial upheavals in between, we are now
attempting to understand the import
to us of the second industrial revolu-
tion = that one involving automation
and the clectronic implications of
communication.

Granted that all these things have
happened, that still docsn’t answer our
question: Why iz this particular point
— 1957 — a good one af which to
look forward to o “mew cenlury™?

I think the answer is, primanily, that
we are now at several points of de-
cision. More and more one hears this
time referred to as a “ensis” in archi-
tecture (and, one might add, in paint-

(Continued on Page 10)
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Challenge . . .

{Continued from Page 8)

ing and sculpture and creative writ-
ing and the composition of musie, in
scicntific study and the philosophy of
religion, in geo-political considerations
amd  socio-psychological recommenda-
tions, as well as in architecture).
“Where do we go from here” is no
lomger a question of academic interest
and idle speculation; it suddenly in-
volves decisions that must be made,
and action that must be planned. To
put it in more philosophical terms,
we are faced with certain imperative
forced options.

Students of philosophy recognize
two types of alternatives, or what
they call opfions: those which are
forced, and those which are avoidable,
An avoidable option might be illu-
strated by my asking you: “Do vou
like me or dislike me?” Here vou
don’t have to make up your mind
if you don't want to. You can choose
to ignore me. However, if 1 ask you:
“Are you going to stay awake or fall
asleep during this talk,” that is a
forced option. You must do one or
the other.

In other words, in the case of an
avoidable option, you can beg a ques-
tion by walking away from it. If it
is an unimportant question, that’s
often a good thing to do. If it's an
important  question,  however,  and
yvou're ducking a hig issue, it may be
cither irresponsible or cowardly to
say, in effect: “I don't frave to choose:
therefore 1 won't choose.” An example
of that might be an architect’s avoid-
ance of choice between bwo strong
hypotheses of design, both defensible,
both creative, accepting neither and
begging the question by resorting to
a third, weaker design approach, but
one more casily explined to the
client.

Juries in architectural competitions
often have this sort of choice between
two outstanding and very different
solutions—an important option which
is avoidable because a third, compro-
mise selection is alwavs at hand. This
5 why, he says, Frank Lloyd Wright
will never enter competitions, Actu-
ally, mest jurors are neither irrespon-
sible or cowardly, and do battle to a
finish to choose between two top
alternatives. Individual architects in
their own work, T am told, are not
always so stern with themselves,

O the other hand, a true option
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forces the choice; you can't run away
from it. When someone offered me
a second cocktail before dinner, 1 had
to say, “Yes" or “No.” No other
answer was possible; and whether |
should have had it or not is beside
the point. Usually prior actions or
commitments have brought one to
the point of the unavoidable alterna-
tive.

Practicing architeets are constantly
being faced with such options, on a
greater or lesser scale. Decisions must
be made to go after a certain job or
not, to take a certain job or not, to
specify or not certain materials, to
hire or fire or not certain emplovecs.
Having committed vourselves to the
practice of architecture, you must de-
cide “Yes” or “No." The chances for
begging these questions passed vears
ago.

So my sermon is simply this: that
as a new century beckons, architecture
in the Unibed States, and architects
in the United States, and hence the
professional body of architects — the
AIA — are faced with certain im-
portant options. Some of them are
avoidable options, about which we
must decide, very soon: Should we
beg these questions or not? Some of
them are unavoidable, forced options,
which we have reached because of
past actions and accomplishments of
our own,

First, let's consider some very live,
very “forced” options that we cannot
walk away from.

There is, for example, the question:
Shall we, as architects, direct amnd
primarily develop technological im-
provements in our field of building
design arnd construction, or not?

Then there is the question: Shall
we, or shall we not, consider it a part
of our professional responsibility io
enter into broad social planning prob-
lems—programming for sociely as well
as for the individual client — such
things as overall school and hospital
planning, the development of such
phenomena of our lime az atomic and
nuclear power, the new science of
commumegtions and mechanical con-
trol?

And there is the question: Showld
we, or should we not, extend the
meaning of architecture to inclede
urhan design — the relationships of
buildings and the relationships of ele-
ments with the eommunity, as well
a5 the design of isolated individual
buildings — and the design of those

parts of the environment that are
muost conspienous dand worst planned:
the builder-house community, the strip
commercial slums that ring all of our
vities?

These, 1 think, are not questions
that we can beg at this point, AIA is
spending much effort this vear point-
ing out to the gentlemen in the gen-
eral public that architects arc impor-
tant. We have put ourselves in the
position of facing unavoidable op-
tioms. If we shrug our shoulders and
turn our backs on them we are answer-
ing, in cffect, “No" to the question
of whether we will or whether we
won't. And let us at least face the
facts. If we say “No™ to these options,
someone else will pick them up. One
reason that they are live options is
that others want them if we don't.

For instance, technological progress
in the last century has been largely
the result of the work of technicians,
scientists and  farsighted manuofac-
turers and producers. At this point —
at the break between the old century
and the new century that we are talk-
ing about — the designer’s hand can,
and [ believe should, come into play.
How much in the development of
lighting engineering has been directed,
or even influenced, by architects and
architecturally-understanding ~ engin-
eers? Has the now-cliche'd curtain
will been developed under the diree-
tion of design-conscious architects —
or are the architects simply using the
product of a miscellancous group of
manufacturers of parts and compon-
ents, not vet fully understanding the
overall or the detailed design implica-
tions?

T speak in broader terms, as mined
fuels run out—and they are ranning
out fast — two sources of fuel cnergy
are being seriously explored by scien-
tists and ecomomists: nuclear fission,
and solar encrgy. It is inevitable that
in the beckoning century these will be
developed. Will their application to
the design of buildings and of com-
munities be done by the planners of
buildings and citics — architects and
their consulting engineers — or will
we try to beg this question?

The science of cybemetics — the
development of machines that do more
than calculate data fed them; that
think and originate — is not a mad-
man's dream, but is in an actuality
in the laboratories of MIT and IBM.
These ealeulation and  control ma-

{Countinwed on Page 26)
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LIVING ROOM

PLANTERS

DESIGN FOR FLORIDA COMFORT

Florida's architecis have created a new siyle of Florida
living. Innovations permit outdoors to be brought indoors
most all year 'round . . . and the new “Florida-type”
furnaces provide permanent protection against sudden
cold snaps, with flame-type heating.

There are heater types to fit any home design. Compact
units blend into the scheme of living. They tuck away
in floor, wall, closet or fireplace and flood the home with
circulating warm air. And the cost? About the same as
a built-in barbecue pit or oven!

Florida homes become really livable every day in the
year—home owners enthuse over the added comfort—
with flame-type heating!

=

FIREPLACE

RADIANT

; FLORIDA Hnn! "!lTl-G INSTITUTE

(LI IHCORPORATED

1827 5. W. Bth Street » Miami
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Sliding glass walls open auto showrooms

Startling new wies for alumisem sliding gham doon e
carreely seen im auls showrosms.

Ador sliding glao door Bave fessd wide application in
thit fiekl. Agency ouners report Ador doors offer the
Bollorwing advantage;

1. Bewite public entry, The eatine wall opeiis bo the poblic
im widkths of 24" or more to give better divplay.

1. Provide seny af cor A biles: cam be
wvedd im e out of display srea aquishdy.

1. Dive Ragerip speeating s, Ador donrs require mly
light peessiire 1o move even the larget doew

hl?‘-h e
E 0" doan, A boa duaged Maauem
- et it st w8 1T by bgdgha,

4. Offer savings of 0%, & meew. Ador skiding glaw coors
vt beas B cosrven biodsal swirgging usdts,
ﬂtlwdﬁhmmmuln Ihquhﬂnm‘v
Fiehd i3 ome off many new Pnithe

stripping: beawtiful, cormasion-rosistant Alamilito Sinisk;
and custom bardware ane wme of the o for tbe
wikhoiproad application of Ador alidisg glao deors
For compleie Informaiion condoch Adar Sales, Gilbast &
Viala, S10-11 Biscoyns Bldg., Miomi, Flerda.




FAA Committee Members for 1957

President Edgar 5. Wortman completes personnel appoint-
ments for the FAA's thirteen Standing Committees and
three Special Committees to serve during the current year.

The Commitbee structure of the FAA differs sub-
stantially from that of individual Chapters and also from
that of the ATA Regional arganization of which the Chap-
ters arc a part. Reason for this difference is two-fold.
First, the FAA 15 not vet a completly inbegrated part of
the AlIA line orgamization. Thus, the chamcter of its
committee structure need not follow explicitly that of
an AIA regional unit. Second, the FAA's field of opera-
tion and interest is the State of Florida. Though obvigusly
both interests and activibies stem directly From interests
and activitics of the ten AIA Chapters which make up
the FAA, both the aims and policics of the State organiza-
tion necessarily differ from those of an AIA Region—how-
ever much the FAA may appear to assume the functions,
responsibilitics and initiative of a regional entity.

It therefore follows that the FAA's committee sct-up
has been developed by its Board of Directors to do a
special job in a special way. Primarily, this job is one of
coordinating the basic activitics of the member-Chapters
to reinforce their effectivencss at the State level. But
since its specific interest is confined to the State of Florida
—and thus only indirectly concerned with cither regional
or national AIA programs—its committee structure is
anly partially pattemed to follow that of the AlA at
Chapter, regional or even national levels.

For example, the FAA now has thirteen standing com-
mittees, OF these, only two—FEducation and Registration
and Public Relations—reflect the pattern of vertical stand-
ing committees recommended by the AlA in AIA Docu-
ment 273, Advisory Form of Chapter By-Laws. But at
least six of them are “vertical” in that they are set up
to coordinate, at the State level of activity, the work done
locally by similar committee groups in maost individual
Chapters. Seven others were formed to carry on the work
of the State organization as such—though at least two
of these have direct involvement with Chapter policics
and procedures.

Vertical Standing Committees

I s oW s i'l.ti'- o CII."I.P*I:F'I.':-"I'&C_ “‘lgim!:l“}
and nationally, this FAA group reflects interests of the
AlA Committee on Governmental Relstions. It is a
“vertical” committee in so far as it embodics one or
more representatives from every AIA Chapter in the State;
but it is administered specifically to goard and advance
the professional interests of Florida architects as these
may be involved with actions of the Flonda State Legis-
lature.
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As such, this FAA Committee works closely with The
Florida State Board of Architecture and maintains close
contact with legislative affairs toward the end of providing
the architcctural profession in Flonida with an cffective,
and state-wide representation of its coordinated necds.

Chairman: Jasmrs K. Powsanr, 1407 East Las Olas
Boulevard, Fr. Landerdale.

Co-Chairman: Fraxgun 5. Busen, 33 S0, Hogan
Stroet, Jacksonville.

Members of Large: Ricnarp B. Rocers, Orlando;
Sanrorp W, Comx, Camoville.

Members: |. Brooks Haas, Frameis A, Hoivixes-
wonrth, Jacksouville; Arrour L. Casiesirn, Florida
MNorth; Francis R, Warrox, Harry M. Curein, G, M.
Peex, Daytona Beach; Gronce |. Voraw, Palm Beach;
James Gamnre Rocers, Mid-Florida; Prestice Hupprg-
sron, Flonida North Central: W, Stewart Morrisox, R.
Damier. Hagr, Flonda Northwest; Avmmosy L, Poriana,
A. Wynw Howerr, Fraxg W. Ban, Flonda Central;
Axprew |. FErexnino, C. Roserr Anerk, Florida South.

2 . . . Education and Registration — This
is alko a vertical committee—uwith both FAA and the

regional organization of the AIA. Membership is drawn
from similar or equivalent Chapter committess. Its basic
purpase at the FAA Jevel is to act as liaison between
FAA member-Chapters, the State Board of Architecture
and educational institutions in the State which involve
the construction industry and the architectural profession.

Specifically, it is also concerned with long range edu-
cational objectives in Florida including:  advancement
and improvement of educational facilitics and programs;
advice on cducational projects, funds for cducational use
and furtherance of registration-candidate  traiming  pro-
grams; and representation of the architectural profession’s
interests to the State Board of Architectiure om matters
of registration and maintenance of high standards  of
competency as pre-requisifes for licensing.

Chairman: Sasrorn W. Goms, FAIA, 518 N, E. 4th
Avenue, Gaincsville.

Members: Ronert E. Haxsex, Broward County; Raven
F. Spicer, Davtona Beach:; Witiias B, Eatox, Florida
Central, WiLtiant Bremeseacn, Florida MNorth; James
A. Sruirvmve, Florida MNorth Central; R. Dasier Hart,
Florida Northwest: Jerey P, Spvasoxs, Florida South;
5. Raven Ferse, Jacksonville; Ricnare B. Rocers, Mid-
Florida; Byrox Siaoxson, Palm Beach.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Committees (Continwed from Page 12)

3 ... Public Relations — This is also a verti-
cal committee for both FAA and ALA. For the FAA ils
purpose B to coordinate work of similar committecs in
each Florida AlA Chapter; and to formulate public
relations policies and programs on behalf of the archi-
tectural profession at the State level. As such it should
necessarily be in close contact with FAA administrative
activitics and with all other committess of the State or-
ganization. Membership is drawn from chairmen of P/R
committees of each AIA Chapter.

Chairmen: Roy M. Poovey, Jr., 1028 Gary St., Jackson-
ville,

Members: Jack W. Zoasmien, Broward; Frawcis R.
Warton, Daytona Beach; McMiiiax H. Jomssox, II,
Florida North; Avserr P, Wooparn, Florida North Cen-
tral; F. Treapway Epsox, Florida MNorthwest; Hennerr
R. Savace, Florida South; Ronenr A, Wamner, Jackson-
ville; Joux T. Harr, Mid-Florida; Jerrerson N. PowgLL,
Palm Beach; Evviorr B. Hapoey, Florida Central.

4 ... Joint Cooperative Committee, FAA-
AGC-FES — This committee is “vertical” in the FAA,
in that it is representative of all Chapter intercsts with
membership dawn from Chapter committess equivalent
to Relations with the Construction Indusiry. Its specific
function at the State level, is to represent interests of the
architeetural profession with representatives of Florida's
general contractor and enginecring groups toward the
end of improving the practical working relationships
between all groups. Dutics of the Joint Cooperative Com-
mittee also involve development of policies and programs
at the State level to guard and further the interests of the
construction mdustry in this state.

Chairman: Jomw Stersos, 217 Peruvian Avenue, Palm
Beach.

Members: Roserr G. Jameixs, Broward County;
Fraxciz R. Wartox, Daytona Beach: Axmnosy L. Pone-
ara, Florida Central; Myri |. Hawes, Florida North,
Avsert P. Woobaro, Flonda North Central; Frawk |.
Sivperar, Florida Morthwest; Lewis M. Hirr, Florida
South; Rov M. Poorey, ., Jacksonwille Cuanies L.
Hexorick, Mid-Florida; Doxaro R, Ence, Palm Beach.

5 ... Building Codes — Akin to the preceding
committes, this is of special interest to Florida Architects
and is thus vertical in that it is representative of all FAA
Chapters. Not all Chapters contain a committee on build-
ing codes, however; and in such case membership of the
FAA Committee has been named from committess deal-
ing with corollary matters. Purpose of this Committee is
to cncourage overall improvement of building codes
throughout all sections of the State. Thus, in cases where
local Chapter activitics involve development of uniform
codes or improvement of existing codes, this Committee's
work is of a coordinating character.

Chgirman: Josern M. Smiravo, Suite 1 and 2, Postal
Building, Winter Park

Members: Jonx M. Evaxs, Broward County; WiLLias
R. Goarow, Dayvtona Beach; Howarn F. Avvesper, Flor-
ida Central; Myne. J. Haxes, Florida North; Forrest R.
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Coxex, Florida Morth Central; Witniam 5. Morwsos,
Florida Northwest; Tavror Harowick, Jacksonville; Fren-
erice W. Kessier, Falm Beach: loor Porevitzxy, Florida
Sonth.

6 ... Membership—Since not all Florida Chap-
ters have membership committecs, personnel of the
FAA Committee is drawn from chainnan of the various
Chapter Affairs Committess. Purpose is to coordinate
varions Chapter policies and programs relating to mem-
bership and where possible to aid individual Chapters
in enlarging membership rosters. Since FAA membership
depends directly on Chapter memberships, work of this
committee 15 largely that of cooperating with appropriate
committees of each AIA Chapter.

Chairmagn: Rovasn W. Seiiew, P. 0. Box 1417,
Sarasota.

Members: Croric Start, Broward County; Jorr W.
Savers, |&., Daytona Beach; Brasenarp E. JoLvry, Florida
Central; Jons L. R. Graxp, Florida North; Jases A
Steirrve, Florida Morth Central; Sasuven Marsmavr,
Florida MNorthwest; Jous . Grivsuaw, Florida Sooth;
H. Lasiam Duae, Jacksonvillee Hine Smicemss, Mid-
Florida; Davin Sariver, Palim Beach.

7 ... Professional Practice — This Commit-
tec i vertical in that it has Chapter memberslup; but
its purpose is varionsly involved in cach Chapter. Gener-
ally this purpose is to encourage high and ethical standareds
of office practice and to aid the State Board of Architecture
locally in efforts to stop and prevent violations of the
existing State law regulating the practice of architecture.

Chairman: Mueiies C. Gresvney, FAIA, 6457 Potts-
burg Drive, Jacksonville 11.

Members: A. Courtsey Stewart, Broward County;
Raren F. Seicer, Daytona Beach; Tuosas V. Tarvey,
Florida Central; Wirtiasm Bremessacn, Flonda North;
James A, Stwienxe, Florida North Central: Rocen G.
Weeks, Florida Northwest; Turonore Gorrrmien, Florida
South; Wanrex C. Hesony, Jacksonville; F. Eanr. DeLog,
Mid-Florida; Davie Suriven, Palm Beach,

Non-Vertical Standing Committees

Each of these six FAA Committees was formed to serve
special administrative porposes in which individual Chap-
ter activitics are not dircctly involved. Thus they are not
staffed by representatives of all Chaplers, though member-
ship does, in each case, represent the general regional
divisions of the FAA.

1... Budget — Dutics of this Committec arc:
to consider the operational needs of the FAA for the
comuing vear; amd in view of those needs determine a
practical working budget in terms of the organization's
cstimated income. In effect, this constitutes formation
of a fiscal policy for the FAA.

Chairman: Epwmw T. Rerpgr, 1777 Biscayme Boule
vard, Miami.

Members: Monrox T, Inonsoxcer, Broward County;
Wisrianm R. Gomoxn, Daytona Beach; and Essest T. H.
Bowex, 11, Florida Central.

{Continied on Page 17)
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2 new Kitchen ideas

for architects and builders

This new “Kitchen Travelog™ can be
just the thing to kindle a “spark.” Ir's
loaded with larest kitchen stylings shown
in full color . . . the results of more than
rwo years' research by specialises,

Each is an authennc kirchen . | o not
a mock-up, and there are floor plans

IO prOVE 10

send today
for both books!

Sec 32 pages of full-color kitchen seyl-
ings and features. Shows a kirchen for
every maste, every budger, every home
...in latest natural wood and color
finishes. All newest features, including
built-in appliances of every description,
Acclaimed as the most oursranding
kirchen idea book ever published. Boaok

of floor plans included,

EEREERRER RN

ATTACH THIS COUFON
TO YOUR LETTERHEAD
MUTSCHLER MITCHENS OF FLORIDA

oy A ———

.

. Diw. &f Mutichler Brothees Co.. Mapgonse. Indiona

L] 70599 M. £, 13/ Taeroce, Dublond Pork  Flosida

: Flecse wnd your new book, "Kitchen Travelog” ond book
« of flaer plans.

-

s MAME __ ——————
.
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.
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-

-

APRIL, 1957 15



pertect indoor weather . ..
for homes, stores, offices

WEATHERTROM is a full-time weather machine that
heats without burning fuel, cools without using water.
It operates on electricity and air alone — and
through the two-way thermostat, “thinks” for itsalf
to provide completely automatic operation . . . For
homes, WEATHERTRON is the answer to safe, clean,
dependable and quiet all-weather air coditioning. In
stores and offices it improves working conditions, pro-
tects products, cuts cleaning, keeps workers healthy,

WEATHERTRON

is General Electric's air
source heat pump — a fully automatic, all-electric
unit that uses a single mechanism for both heating
and cooling. It is NOT just another combination of
conventional fuel-burning furnace and air conditioner.
WEATHERTROM does away with the need for such
usual parts of a conventional system as fuel storage
tanks, cooling towers, piping. It needs only air ducts,

This is the two-way '
! o i : thermostat that practica
electric wiring and a small drain for condensation — thinks for itself! s y

for full-time, all-season operation, For perfect indoor weather
in any type of interior, all
you need do is simply set

Exclusive Wholesale Distributors in Florida the desired temperature for

heating and cooling. The

Morth, Central and West Florida: Sowtheast Floricda: Weathertron "remembers”’
GEMERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY THE FLORIDA GEMERAL SUPPLY CORP., it . . . and the thermostat
Air Conditioning Division, Sales Dept., 1310 Flaminge Way, turns the unit on and off,
900 Orange Avenua, Winter Park, Flarids Hialeah, Florids automatically, to maintain
Telephones: 4-7701 and 4-7711 Telephone: TUzedo 7-5568 desired temperature range.

WEATHERTRON

The General Electric All-Electric Heat Pump

THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT




Committees (Continued from Page 14)

2 . .. Publication — Thiz Committee was set
up some three years ago to supervise development and
progress of the FAA's Official Journal, The Florida Arehi-
tect. For sake of efficient operation, appointments have
been made in the vicinity of the magazine’s publishing
office. Each member s appointed for a threesvear term,
thus assuring continuity of activity and contact with
the publication's staff.

Chairman: H. Samuver Kruvse, 14521 Memorial High-
way, North Miami. (2 years)

Members: G, Crmmox Gasisrg, (Ft Lauwderdale, 1
year); T. Trie Russgrs. (Miami, 3 years).

3 ... By-Laws — At the present writing this Com-
mittee h:s nul been charged with any specific activity;
But it has been mamed in view of the possibility that
some FAA By-Law changes may be necessary as the cur-
rent FAA administrative program develops.

Chairman: [erremson N. Powsir, 230 So. County
Road, Palm Beach.

Members: A. Wrynn Howers, Florida Central; WavTer
B. Scourre, Jacksonville.

4 . .. Planning and Zoning — This & pri-
marily a Committee ?nr the purpose of coordinating the
policies and programs of the Florida Planning and Zoning
Association with interests of the architectural profession
throughout the State. Also it has the objective of stimu-
lating interest in planning and zoming watters at the
Chapter and local community levels.

Chairman: Witniasm T. Amserr, College of Architee-
ture and Fine Arts, University of Flonida, Gainesville,

Members: Winpiam R, Gomox, Davtona Beach; Sio-
ey R, Wikmsox, Florida Central; Wittianm A, Rus-
sty Florida South; ALserr R. Broaproor, Jacksonville;
Kesnern Jacossos, Palm Beach.

5 ... Resolutions — Prior to this year this has
not been a Standing Committee; but in view of the
action taken at the 42nd FAA Convention, it 5 now
charged with considering resolutions from varions sources
substantially prior to the anmual mecting, Chief purpose
of the new resolutions procedure (reported in the Decem-

PALM BEACH OFFICERS

Photographed at the February 23nd Con-
tennial Celobration meeting of the Palm
Beach Chaptér were the Chapter officers

president;
of West Palm Beach; Mayor George War-
ron of Delray: Mayor Ralph Dupoe of
Lake Warth; Ray . president of the
FES, and Gaye: Malle, miln'l. Florida
East Coast Chapter, A
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ber 1956, ssue of The Florida Architect) is to permit
publication of resolutions in plenty of time to permit
their review and study by the membership at large.

Chairman: G, Cusros Gasnig, 1407 East Las Olas
Boulevard, Ft. Landerdale.

Members: A, Wrynn Howeer, Flonda Central; Jack
Moore, Flomida MNorth, lecon B, Povevirexy, FAIA,
Florida South: Ivax H. Ssomn, Jacksonville.

6 ... Board of Trustees, FAA Loan Fund
— Function of this Committee is administration of the
Loan Fund for University of Florida Students cstablished
by the FAA over 30 years ago.

Chairmem: Jons L. R. Graxp, College of Architecture
and Fine Arts, University of Florida, Gamesville.

Members: Witniana T. Arxerr, Florida North: Eo-
warn M. Fearsey, Florida Morth.

FAA Special Committees

These are committees of either a special or tempaorary
character appointed by the FAA President to serve only
during the term of his administration.

1...Centennial Observance — Chairman
is Wittiast B. Hamvarn, 2714 Ninth Street, North,

St. Petersburg, Members are: Frasgum 0. Anaws, FAIA,
Florida Central; and Hernesr Coows, [r., Jacksonville.

2 ... Advisory Committee on Orlando

Case — Chairman is James E. Gartann, 7795 5.
T9th Court, Miami 43. Members are: L. Avex Harrox,
Mid-Florida; and Georce . Voraw, Palm Beach.

3 ... Aid to Governor's Committee on
School Construction — Chaiman i Saxrorp W,
Gom, FAIA, 518 N. E. 4th Avenue, Gainesville. Mem-
bers are: Winniasm S, Momrsox, Florida Morthwest;
Avnert R. Broavroor, Jacksonville; Grorce M. Meciy-
son, Florida North Central and Smowey R, Winkmson,
Florida Central.

According to the FAA Constiution and By-Laws, these
Committecs are reguired to report their findings, recom-
mendations and actions to the body crcating them. In
all cases the President of the FAA & ex-officio, a com-
mittee member.




The FINEST
of DRAW
DRAPERIES

Match-stick Bamboo woven for
Magic City is literally the finest

thar can
sorne of

buy! Here are
reasans

® |t's made with uniformly high
quality match-sticks, carefully
selected for size and eolor and
double-locked with fine cotbon
cord for ewven textures and

strangth.

® It's  exclusively guaranteed
against attack by bamboo
beetles. And Magic City offers
a tested treatment to  inhibir
mildanw.

® It's completely pre-finished
in natural or a wide range of
custom shades, Or weven match-
stick can be ordered with color-
cantrasting lacings,

Specify Magle City match-stick
bambog fabric for draperies, for
closet doors — or use it in de-
signs for room-dividers or
decorate wall panels. . . . And
—sapecily it with confidence!
For when you choose Magic
City Woven Wood products, you
have selected tha wvery finest.

There 15 a difference,

MAGIC CITY

SHADE & DRAPERY CORP.
297 N. E 67th St., Miami, Florida

e e —— ]
18

News & Notes

CENTEMMIAL EXHIBIT—Firit sanusl exhibition hold by the Sarasota-Braden-

ton Asseciation of Architects drow

crowds to the Ringling Museum in Sarsvota

where it was held s part of the local AlA Centennisl Observamce. Ameng the
oxhibits was a model of a circular residence, shown here, For which Carl A.
Vollmer wasr architect, Yiewing the model are, boft to right, Mrs. E, E, Biel

of Bradenton, Sarasota County Commissioner James D: Meville,

Mrs. Meville, The
local architects.

43rd Convention Committe
Named by Chairman Levison

Rorerr H. Levisox, General Chair-
man for the Florida Central Host
Chapter of the FAAS coming 43rd
Annual Convention, has completed
appointment of the full Convention
Committee. Named were: Evcise H.
Beacn, Assistant Chairman; [osern
L. Cocoan, Publicity; Wittiam B.
Exrox, Program; Jace MoCasoLess,
Regiztration and Convention Treas-
wrer; Erxest T, H. Bowews, Product
Exhibits; Marg Hamrrox and Wir-
Liast B, Farvamo, co-chairmen for
Architectural  Exhibits; A, Wrysn
Howeit, Hospatality: Epsosxn N,
MacCorvix, Enferlainment: Ax-
rinoxy L. Porrars, Awards; Kex-
NETH W, Davrzerr, |e., Amanpge-
ments: Racen W, B. Reank, Trans-
portation. Mers. A, Wysy Howern
heads the Chapter Auxiliary Ladies
Committee.

This 12-man group is now working
out details of what it hopes will be
one of the largest and most construct-
ive Conventions . FAA  history.
Slated for announcement next month
15 a “package deal” for convention ex-

. Vellmer, and

exhibit included photes, plans and models submitted by 17

penses which is now being developed
with the Fort Hamrison Hotel, Clear-
water, which will be headguarters for
the threc-day conclawve scheduled for
MNovember 7, 8 and 9. It is hoped
that this all-expense arrangement can
be expanded to include air-transport-
ation; and discussions arc now being
held with at least two major air lines
toward that end.

Florida South Chapter
Okays Expressway Plans

Highlight of the March meeting
of the Flonda South Chapter held in
Miami's Urmey Hotel, March 12, was
disenssion of plans for Miami's ex-
pressway program recently completed
by Wilbur Smith, traffic engineer
who has been studving the problem
for several months. The Smith pro-
gram was presented by City Engineer
Arthur Darlow.

Chicf concern of the plan's critics
has been the fact that the program
imvolves some interchanges and some
clevated portions where traffic wavs
are joined or where the expressway
must cross existing arterics.  Darlow

(Continued on Page 21)
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DOORS-SHUTTERS

iPatents Pending]

Troes- Weve SLIDE-A-FOID 8

Handwoven of lifetime redwood or blonde
mahogany . . . Provide complete
accessibility without requiring the floor
and wall space of swinging doors . . .
This new development using the slide-
a-fold door principle provides smooth,
dependable action for a lifetime . . . Saves
space — and creates beautiful effects

at minimum cost.

AVAILABLE IM STANDARD AHMD CUSTOM SIZES

TROPIX - WEVE PRODUCTS, Inc.

3550 M. W, 52nd Strest, Mismi — Phone: ME 4-1749

4 Bannier to #eat, Cold, Vapor and Vermin

That's ALUMISEAL — the
special  alloy  aluminum  sheet
(not foil) that reflects up to 97
per cent of mdiant heat. The
ALUMISEAL system of con-
struction saves both space and
dollars, is proven and permanent
—and can hold inside temper-
atures down to minus 125° F
.+ . ALUMISEAL can provide
the solution to many types of
low-temperature insulation prob-
lems. When youn have one call
us — for specification facts, en-
gineering details and mstallation
SIPErvIsion.

Pre-pack eoom in one of the Florgda
Fi Faur :!u:n—lj’hﬂiﬁl of mone
than 30 soch installations we have
made for this organiztion,

Trace Maek in U5, Patert Office ALUMINUM INSULATING C‘n-; Inc.

A I_ u M Is E AL 5706 W. Flagler St., Miami, Florida MO 7-3350

Ui Patents Applisd For
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SPECIFY . . .

DOORS OF GEMUINE

ulch Cedar

for the client who demands the best.

Take, for example, the handsome Vircludor illustrated
here. Its warm, honey-brown coloring and distinctive
grain pattarn add up fo client satisfaction. Its louver
construction combines striking design with practical
ventilation. Your dealer has size and price informa-
tign,

SPECIAL SIZES

Yowr Duteh Cedar dealar can wpply you witk ialerier or
axterior dosri of any size for any purpese, Prompt delivery,
quetations an reqguest.

DISTRIBUTED BY:
HAMILTON PLYWODD OF ORLANDO, IMC.
924 Shgh Divd, ORLANBG Fh. 5-4604
HAMILTON PLYWOOD OF 3T. PETERSBURG, IMC,
IR0 1lmd Ave, M, 5T. PITIRSBURG Ph. 5-T&17
HAMILTON PLYWOOD OF FT. LAUDERDALL, IMC.
1807 5 W, 1at Avae, FT. LAUDERDALE JAckson 3-5415

ﬁa‘g; B AR S S
G ngmﬁﬁﬁﬁ”“ﬁ%ﬁ?‘?iE’fﬁﬁﬁi‘?%gz&mﬁ%mqﬁ?&r& o
ﬁ} e e 5

e

FITS

i e o o
i S
e L

ALMOST ANY SPACE...

AN ELECTRIC
WATER HEATER

For flexibility in planning.. . . specify
ELECTRIC water heaters. They
tuck away anywhere . . . need no
special flues or venis. They elimin-
ate heat radiation . . . designed to
heat the water, NOT the house, Im-
portant, too. . .electricwater heaters
are clean, safe, fast and economical,

" S
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FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
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News & Noles
{Continued from Page 18)

pomnted oot such clements of the ex-
pressway program should be the con-
cern of the architectural profession
and g';lt||-r|;'.:m;1.| his belicf that good de-
sign was the only needed answer to
such criticism.

The Chapter went on record as en-
dorsing the expressway.

Chapter Work on Display at
Broward County Home Show

Twenty - three members  of  the
Broward County Chapter met with
nine guests at the Sea Homse Rest-
aurant for the regular monthly Chap-
ter luncheon meeting March 8. Pres-
ent were officials of the Broward
Builders' Exchange. who discussed
plans for the Broward Home Show
slated for the latter part of March.
The Chapter had previously anthor-
wed an institutional advertisement i
the Construction Cuide published
vearly by the Exchange. Also, it had
planned to staff a display booth at the
Home Show, where members” work
would be on exhibition and where
copies of the FAA's new booklet How

FConttmaced omn f"n:;rr 22)

This poster, designed by Charles Coni,
Daytona Beach advertising man, marks
a new P/R activity of the Daytona
Beach Chq::ﬂ-r. The Baaux Arts Ball-

in has been pl. d as a
community affair. But architects from
all sections of the State are welcomae
te attend, according te Frameis R.
Walten, Daytona Beach Chapter P/R
Chairman,

AFRIL, 1957
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Thés és. ..
MARLITE MARBLE

Versatile Marlite panels can stretch the build-
ing budget without sacrificing color and
richness of architectural treatment. Prefin-
ished with all the dignified beauty of true
marble, Marlite panels are sized up to 4 by
8 feet in Verdi Antigue, Black and Gold,
Jaune Benou, Rose Die Brignoles and Skyros—
the figure used in the office corridor above . .

A. H. RAMSEY AND SONS, INC.

71 N. W. 11th TERRACE, MIAMI - .. FRanklin 3-0811

Sorvice fo Florida's west coast in from our warghouss &t Palmstta
Call Palmatta 2-1011
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Ubectramd Sales
& Sarvies

CLEARWATER
Phons 34-9341

MORE COMFORTABLE
HOMES WITH

Bedish
Electric Co,

CLEWISTON
Ph. Yukon 2-5371

$lsetrsnd ...

Talguin Electrie

TR # Clean, economical;
pLIEHEY casy-to-install I
Phane E ;
MA T-2511 * Convenient, quiet |

# Thermostat control |
in each room

Thalman Heabing
& Applisnge Co.

HEW SMYRMA

* Requires no floor

BEACH b
Phona 308 o
el MNow, get clean, even, convenient electric hear at
far less money than you ever thought possible.
Giban See, the revelutionary new electric circulating air
Hetrle €& hearing system—Electrend —today.
TR sl DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
idl’ind OF FLORIDA
Phada I I 'bllnhll Avonun
Cherry 3-3223 WRITE FOR FREE MAMUAL .uln Al.u. ILE FOLDER.

This Intercom

) will actually pay its way

For any type of modern business an Executone
Fully Intercommunicating System can save time,
money and effort — enough to more than pay for
itself. This modern, electronic method for inter-
nal communication can step up the efficiency of
your building design, help cut your client’s operat-

ing costs. . . . To get full facts on Executone speci-
fication and layout, get in touch with the
Executone distributor nearest you — now.

4 AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS FOR LOCAL SERVICE:

Chamberlain Audic Products,
404 Euwmice Street, Tampa
J. M. Coker & Associates,
224 Aleszar Ave., Coral Gables
Executona Intercom Salea Co.,
2070 Liberty 50, Jacksonville
Orlando Intercom & Sound Systems,
220 M. Ordande 5t., Winter Park

1100 SERIES
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News & Notes————
(Continwed from Page 21)

to Build With Confidence would be

distributed to the public.

Chapter past-president Roserr G.
Jasieika was appointed as an associ-
ate to the Broward Builders' Exchange
Board of Directors. He has long been
imstrumental in supporting a program
of vearly craftsmanship awards; and
the Chapter vorced its approval amd
suppart of this activity.

Along the lines of cooperating with
other clements of the Broward County
building industry it was proposed that
an architects-builders dinner be held
as a yearly event.

Executive Secretary Will
Represent FAAatTallahassee

When the 1957 Florida State Leg-
sslature opens at Tallahassee, April
Ind, the FAA will be represented by
its Executive Secretary, Rocer W.
Suersan. He will act as an on-the-
spot contact for the FAA's Legislative
Committee and will thus tuke over
the work formerly done during legis
lative the FAA's legal
counsel, Bexsont Texcn, [

The armangement was made at the
January Board of Directors’ mecting.
At the FAA Convention last Novem-
ber it had been decided to retain a
Tallahassee attomey for this assign-
ment. But in January the Legislative
Committee reported its imability to
find one willing to accept the post
for the fee :|]!|;:-h::l|'u|';|h'|:|. Thus the
Board named the Executive Scorctary
as the FAA resident !L‘l!!’{"g{'rlt,ﬂi\'{_‘—
with the understandmg that Tench,
as the Associations legal counsel,
would be available for techenical ad-
vice and assistance if needed.

James K. Powsarr, Chairman of
the FAA Legislabive Committee, re-
gards FAA representation at Tallahas-
see as “a watch-dog job™ this vear.

“The profession s
not seekine to obtain any new legis-
lation this year.” he said recently.
“We understand that the need for
apppropriating funds for the new Ar-
chitectural School at the Universily
iz recognized by legislators and 15
slated for faoverable action during the
sesgiort, Chur chief job af Tallahassee
is to do whalever we can to support
constructive legislalion being sought
by ather groups in the construction in-
dustry. Aleo, we should be ready o

(Continued on Page 22)
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News & Notes——
(Continued from Page 22)
provide information regarding  any
{:Illuhn;' r.|f our  professiomal  aclivity
which muay be helpful to any segment

of our State government.”

Headeguarters of the FAA Secretary
at Tallahassee will be the Flondan
Hotel. However, the FAA's Miami
office will be operating as usual dur-
ing his absence and will be in charge
of VeErxa M. Sueraax, as Assistant
to the Executive H-L-Lrt'lilr‘_-.

Mew FAA Booklet Is
Being Put to Work
Apparently  the FAA's new F/R
|||F|:lrll.|.|tll::l||.|] IH\“L]{'t_ 'rl'?l.l' rl'n' “Il]]!ﬂl
With Confidence, is filling a real necd
for material of this kind at the Chap
ter level. OF the 10,000 printing au-
thorized at the January Board of 1
rectors’  mecting, almost  half  has
been shipped. Completion of the
IllKJLIl_r Wik :||||||".“|i.':'|.| — :;'.'i'.'llll:l:l.'
nicd with a copy —to all Chapter
presidents and secretarics on Febmuary
12. Since then the Flonida Central
Chapter and two of its affiliated
groups have ordered 3,400, The Brow-
ard and Northwest Chapters were
shipped 500 each; and Mid-Florida
and Florida South ordered 200 each.
ﬂ_‘,_ilu,_n]hl:w.. distmbution of the hook
lets 5 being confined to Chapter or-
L':,||1i;r.|fir:-||-._ with the booklets |a-¢:in|_;
made available at cost. The booklet was
developed last vear by a special FAA
committee to replace the former P/R
mediom  Presenting Your Archilect,
which had pone out of print. Mem-
bers were, VErner Jonxsox and T
Twrir Russeri, of the Florida South
Chapter, and the FAA Exec. Secy.

Architectural Exhibitions

Catch the Public's Interest

Chapter Affairs chairmen who feel
that public exhibits of work arc not
worth the work and cxpense they cost
could profitably consider the record
of a series of such cxhibits recently
developed under the general sponsor-
ship of the Florida Central Chapter.
Bricflv, the expenence of this group
is opposite from the general attitude
toward exhibits, West-Floreda archi-
tects have found that the public not
ll!!!:u' ’lkl_k tl::l VW I,'(.JIIIL:II';"\ 1|! LLHY
temporary work but apparently gains
much imformation about architecture

(Continued on Page 24)
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For beouty... for durability...  for long-range economy...

TILE fits like mothing else...on so many jobs: uniform size, in
thoice of shopes; changeless colors, in endless variety; perfect fit
for tight corners...nice fit for light budgets, teo, when you con-
sider the very low upkeep.

For home, hotel, motel, office, school, factory, and general instite-
tional use, specify file ... il fits just fine.

Displays of leading domestic and feoreign files are maintained in
gur air-conditioned studio, where qualified personnel are ready to
counsel with orchilects, builders and owners. We also maintain
omple warehouse stocks on these leading lines.

in“'t:e'r:s:.t'érl'te

MARBLE & TILE COMPANY

Plaza B-6574 4000 M. Miomi Avenue - Miomi 37, Fla. Plaza 8-2571
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Custom - Cast Placques

Mow we can fill
all your design
needs for any
size, type or shape
of cast bronze or
aluminum placques,
name panels or
decorative bas-
reliefs . . .

24

TRUNK

S SHUIT

BANK OF

DADE
COUNTY

Call ws for technical data. And remember
tes, we furnith many types of steck orma-
mantsl eaitings in both bronze and aluminum.

FLORIDA FOUNDRY 2737 N. W. 43rd Street
m & PATTERN WORKS

Miami, Florida
[

News & Notes

{Continved from Page 22)

and architectural service by doing s,

In recent months three exhibits
have been staged in the Flonida Cen-
tral Chapter arca. One was held in St
Petershurg under the auspices of the
SE. J"L'h.-rnhur;; Society of Architects;
another at the Ringling Museum in
Sarasota, sponsored by the Sarasota-
Bradenton Association of Architeots.
The third opened recently at the Pin-
cllas County Fair at Largo. [t was de-
veloped jointly by St. Petersburg and
Clearwater architects working as the
Pinellas Architects” League.

All these shows have been sucoess-
ful — if expressions of the viewing
public and Favorable reaction of the
local press are any indications. Re
sults have been such, i fact, that both
the 5t. Petersburg and Sarasota-Bra
denton groups are now planning to
mike the exhibit a yearly affair.

Secret of this success is chircflv en-
thusiasm and hard work of those di-
fectly in charge of the shows. Another
factor — and one which every exhibit
chaimman  stresses — s the need for
planning the show program and carry-
ing it through consistently. The pro-
gram includes publicity — preliminary
mailing of an invitation, which ran to
maore than 1000 was made at St
Petersburg — and at least three news-
paper storics, |!|:||.'f|._'r:a]:|[:.' with |;||:|_'h|.|:1"_\_
It also includes attendance at the ex-
hibit by architects — and their wives
— working regular shifts and prepared
to answer any questions which the
viewing public may ask.

At both St Petersburg and Sara-
soti the shows' opening mights were
built up to the stature of local soctal
functions; and the Central Chapter's
Auxiliary took an especially active part
in the opening receptions. At Largo
the show was continuously manned
by teams of local architects; and dur-
g its mun hundreds of the new FAA
booklet, How To Build With Confi-
dence were handed out to visitors.

There s no reason to believe, say
those who have successfully run such
shows, that the profitable experience
of members of the Chapter cannot
be realized in every sectiom of the
State. All it takes, they say, is a small
appropriation from the treasury, a dis-
position om the part of Chapter mem-
bers bo cooperate and an Exhibition
Committee which will plan first and
then work to make the plan cffective,

THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT
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(Continwed from Page 24)

Inspiration from Japan

Recently published, a book on
Japanese Temples and  Tea-Houses
may, of may not, prove mspirng to
Florida Architects. To those inter-
ested in the philosophical backgronnd
of heavily-disciplined Japancse art, the
book will prove of absorbing walue.
The author, Werner Brasen, a Swiss
designer who 5 also a photographer,
draftsman  and  world-traveler, has
documented this background in a pen-
etrating study of the historical, spir-
itual and social elements from which
the simple, but profound design of
the Japanese tea-honse developed.

The book is less a collection of
photographic plates than a pictorially
documented treatise on the character-
istics of Japanese architecture. Photos
and drawings, however, play an -
portant part m the presentation of
this treatise. They comprise over 100
plates and 21 line sketches, all done
by the author.

Jaranese Temreres axo Tes-Hous-
5 by Wemer Blaser. Printed in
Switzerland and published by F. W.
Dodge Com., New Yaork. $12.75
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F. GRAHAM WILLIAMS CO.

INCORPORATED
“Beautiful and Permanent Building Materials"

ATLANTA
GA.

1400 BOULEVARD, M. E.
OFFICES AND YARD
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LOMG DISTANCE 470

FACE BRICH
HANDMADE BRICK
“VITRICOTTA" PAVERS
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LIMESTONE

ALBERENE STONE
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“NOR-CARLA BLUESTOME"
STRUCTURAL CERAMIC
GLAZED TILE

SALT GLAZED TILE
UNGLAZED FACING TILE
HOLLOW TILE

ALUMINUM WINDOWS

ARCHITECTURAL BROMNZE
AND ALUMINUM
ARCHITECTURAL TERRA COTTA

PENNSYLVANIA WILLIAMSTONE

CRAB ORCHARD FLAGSTONE
CRAB ORCHARD RUBBLE STONE
CRAB ORCHARD STONE ROOFING

BUCKINGHAM AND VERMONT
SLATE FOR ROOFS AND FLOORS

ERIE PORCELAIN ENMAMELING

Bruce Equipment . 27
Bullders" Roster . e E
Electrend Distributing Ce. . . 22
Expcutone Distributors . . . 22
Farrey's Wholesale

Hardware Ca., Tne. . . . 27
Florida Foundry &

Pattern Works . . . 24

Florida Home Haating Inﬁlllu!r 11
Florida Power & Light Co. . 20

Florida Steel Cnrmririun . . 28
General Electric Weathertron . 16
George C. Grilin Ce. . . . 2
Hamilton Plywood . . . . 20
Hollostone Co. of Miami . . 3

Interstate Marble & Tile Co.. 23
Magic City Shade [r Drapery Co, 18
Miracle Adhesive Sales Co. . 26
Mutschler Kitchens of Florida . 15

Parlite, Inc. . . 2
A H, erruqf 3 S.Qns |n:|.' e |
Sistrunk . . . 24

TMplx-an Prndutl‘s |n¢ .19
F. Graharm Willlams Co,, Inc. . 25
R, H. Wright & Sons, Co. . . &
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quality and service to the ARCHITECTS, CONTRACTORS and
OWNERS on any of the many Beautiful and Parmansnt Building
Materials we handle. Write, wire or telephone us COLLECT for
complete information, samples and prices.

Reprosentad in Florids by
LEUDEMAN and TERRY
3709 Harlano Strest

Telephone Mo, HI 3-6554
MO 1-5154

Coral Gables, Florida
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Contracting firms listed below have siiher been ¢

lecality or sne frade sssociatien momber of e
Emlricrﬂ'l, FALC—Flosrida A.unclllloﬂ of Electricsl
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fractors; AC! —Amer, Concrote Iratitute;

Masonry Assoc
Florida Contrate Prochts Assor. €—Ferion o confact,

— CHARLOTTE COUNTY

GEMERAL

Cleveland Construction Co., Inc.

Harborview Rd., Punta Gorda
Phone: ME 2-5%11
C—Roy C. Young, Pres—AGC

DADE COUNTY
GEMERAL

Avant Construction Co., Inc.
360 N.W. 2Tth Ave., Miami
Phone: WE 5-2409

C—John L. Avant, Pres—AGC

Edward M. Fleming Construction

Co., Inc.

4121 N.W. 25th St., Miami 42
Phone: NE 5-0791
C—Ed. M. Fleming, Pres—AGC

PAYING, GRADING

T. J. James Construction Co.

1700 MW, 119th 5t., Miami
Phone: MU 8-8621
C-Randolph Young, Gen, Mgr-AGC

DUVYAL COUNTY
INDUSTRIAL & HEAVY

Henry G. Dupree Co.
1125 Kings Ave., Jacksonville
Phone: FL 9-6622

C—Henry G. DuPree, pres—AGC

— PALM BEACH COUNTY —
GEMERAL

Arnold Construction Co.

5te 7, Murray Bld., Palm Beach
Phone: TE 2-4267
C—wW. H. Amold, pres—aGC

Paul & Son, Inc.
921 Ortega Rd., W.Palm Beach
Phone TE 2-3716
C-P. D. Crickenberger, pres.
COMCRETE MASONRY
Shirley Brothers, Inc.
N Canal Pt. Rd., Pahokee
: Pahokes 'I‘ISE
C—Claude L. Shirley, pres—aGE
AGC assoc. MRMCA; FCPA; MCMA
PLASTERING
J. A. Tompkins
1102 Morth A, Lake Worth
Phonae; JU 2-67%0
C—J. A. Tompkins, Owner—AGC
ELECTRICAL
Arrow Electric -Cump.lnr
501 Palm 5t., W, Palm Beach
Phone: TE 3-8424
C—V. L. Burkhardt,
Assoc.: FAEC
—— PIMNELLAS COUNTY ——
GEHERAL
A. P. Hennessy & Sons, Inc.
2300 22d 5t. M., 5t Petersburg
Phone: 7-0308
C—L. J. Hennessy, Pres—AGC

VOLUSIA COUNTY —
COMCRETE MASONRY
Quillian‘s Concrete
3rd 5t. - F.E.C., Daytona Beach
Phone: CL 3-B113
C—Hugo Quillian, Partner—AGE
Aggoe, NCMA; FSPA; MRMCA. ACI
— GEORGIA—Fulton County —
GENERAL
Beers Construction
70 Ellis St., N.E.,
Phone: AL 0555
C—E. M. Eastman, V.-Pres.—AGC

Pres.—AGC
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Lake Worth —

Thin-set method is the jet-age
way of setting Ceramic Tile. It

saves time, money and space...

MIRACLE ADHESIVE SALES COMPANY

Phones:

JU 2-6846, JU 2-6848

Challenge . . .
(Continued from Page 10)

chines are mow being applied te in-
dustry, to processing in the oil ficlds,
to more day-to-day commercial uses.
Are we, as designers of the space that
will house these activitics, gomg to
wait to be told by our ungentlemanly
clients how they want to use this
technological second revolution — or
are we going to study its implications,
its uses, its dangers and its potentials,
and advize those clients?

Before we try to answer those cm-
barrassing questions, let’s tum to an-
other cqually troubling one: the de-
sigm of citics. Again, the reason this
is an imperative decision for s to
miake 15 that we have put ourselves in
a position from which we cannot re-
treat. We are, we say, the designers
of the hwman environment. Well, do
we dare Jook at the environment that
has been desienced in the last half
century in any of our American citics?

The rows of dovntown, unrelated,
mediocre buildings. The jams of traffic
which make those rows of buildings
all but maccessible. The strect signs,
the building signs, the lamp posts, the
urban fumiture that clutters and dis-
tracts instead of directs and informs.
The ribbons of shoddy structures
stretching to the suburbs and the air-
ports and the highway access points.
The gridirons of facades of badly built
and unplanned speculative howsing.
In all this mess the finding of an
occasional architectural work of which
the designer can be proud and the
owner have some sense of worthwhile
sponsorship is a miracle. Even the
excellence of the excellent is lost be-
cause of its surronndings.

This 5 a responsibility that we
have largely shrugeed off, up to now,
We have felt that it was not a forced
option, becanse, by and large, it was
not a design problem. However, at this
point, a5 the new century beckons, we
can oo longer believe this. The in-
tercst in urban renewal, the concern
of the business community itself with
the problem of deteriorated real estate
and urban blight, have foreed a situ-
ation where someone i going to do
some urban design in the century that
beckons many people. Architects must
decide: are we interested, or not? 1f
not, there s always a Robert Moses,
a Bill Zeckendorf, a Robert Dowling,
a Bill Leavitt, They can see a beckon-

{Continued on Page 27)
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INTERGOM

for any need in
any type of building

Fine performance is the
result of fine equipment,
expertly engineered in sys-
tems properly laid out and
installed . . . Intercoms by
DuKane meet every fine-
quality specification. They
provide complete flexibility
in use. They're designed for

high and constant effi-
icency. They're made for
long, dependable and

trouble-free service.

Executive intercom net-
works . . . private telephone
systems . . . two-way audio-
vigual installations — these
modern communication fa-
cilities are adaptable to any
design condition. For con-
sultation on their specifica-
tion, call Bruce Equipment,
whose service is backed by
ten years of field experience
with all types of electronic
sound equipment.

Authorized
engineering distributors for

DUKANE PRODUCTS

Ask for AJA, Filke Mo, 31-i-51

g

EQUIPMENT CO.
24 N W, 36 5t. Miami 37
Telephone FR 3-T496

TR
APRIL, 1537

Challenge . . .

(Contined from Page 28)

ing fnger as well as the next man.

These are some of the things we
must decide. Frankly, I am not too
optimistic about the decisions of the
profession as a whole on these ques-
tions. | fear that in most cases the
choice to the option will be, 1 choose
not to concern myself,”

However, while most of us suffer
from too much work, while most of
us live in an other-directed world,
taking the simple course of casicst
amd most acceptable action, there are
those few among us who try to tum
every commission for a single build-
ing into an opportunity to improve
an area; who spend time on “minor”
design problems, such as signs and
gecoutrements, which become major
advances in street or community -
thetics: who serve on time-consuming
and non-profit-producing boards and
commissions and committees. While
the rest of us pretend that polite lec-
tures at luncheon meetings are re-
search activities, and that attendance
at a Civie Association mecting i com-
munity planning activity, true research
— hasic research on plannimg prob-
lems and on technical problems —
goes on, with some architects as col-
laborators.

You can relax now. The few re-
maining remarks will be about avoid-
able options — choicss you don't fave
to make. They have to do with matters
of design; and if an artist chooses to
paint a dull picture, or a musician
play uninspired music, or an architect
design mediocre buildings, the world
will not cease tuming, empires will
not fall, and architects will still be up
to their necks in business. 1 agree,
however, with another comment at
that first annual Banguet of the In-
stitute to which I referred before, Mr.
Leopold Eidlitz said: “Every ofpor-
tunity lost for the successful produc-
tion of an architectural monument is
em opporiunity lost for the advance-
ment in morality and refinement, a
Blank in the history of progress and
civilizaticn, a discord in the harmony
of God's eveation, and a Blot upon the
heautiful foce of nature.'”

This is the architect's great avoid-
able option. If we translate Mr. Eid-
litz's word “monument™ into terms of
a building that is stimulating and
emotionally satisfying as well as func-

{Continuwed on Page 258)
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Challenge . . .
(Confinued from Page 27)

tionally useful, we must admit, [ think,
that we are creating many blanks and
many blots in the history of progress.

Where do we go now, in design,
after the first skirmishes of the last
century’s revolution have been won,
after the rascals of eclecticism and
copvism have been tumed out, after
functionalism has again been proved
valid (as it has many times in the
history of architecture), after formal-
ism has been refined to a pure bronze
perfection, after taliesin organic has
contributed its valuable lssons and

| become mile-high exhibitionism?

The Institute, in its prospectus for
the Centetnnial Convention, says;
“Ohir vt new knowledge of the na-
ture of matter must be malched by
an equivalent understanding of the
mature of mean,” Architecture, in the
past century, has surely made a care-
ful study of the nature of man's ply-
sical actions. We know how he studies,
physically; how he travels: how he
works in his office; what happens to
him, physically, in a hospital. But
contemporary architecture has made
little attempt, except in very recent
vears and on the part of a very few
designers, to understand and satisfy
the spiritual or emotional needs — or
inhibitions — of moderm man. Will
we now search for wavs to humanize
our architecture amd give an emo-
tional content to its form and to the
space those forms enclose? Or will
we settle into a dull, routine repetition
of what we do so well now — the
technically perfect building, reticu-
lated, articulated, modulated to a fine
degree of panelled perfection  and
answering the functional program of
the client better, perhaps, than any
architecture has ever done? One sees
them, these beantifully designed non-
chitities, in all parts of the world. This,
at the end of the first century of AIA,
is America's architectural gift to the
world.

Since we are speaking in terms of
philosophical alternatives rather than
how-to-do-it directives, 1 am not going
to attempt to predict what our next
steps in design will be — nor say what
they should be. 1 do wish we could
agree on two general moves, however:

Let us resolve that experiment and
individual creative efforts are to be
enconraged. Let ws have an end to
the kind of sniping that pokes fun

at the sterility of modern design on
the one hand and denides design ex-
periment on the other. One thing
that modem scientific thinking has
taught us is that progress is not in-
evitable — that as Norbert Wiener
remines s, progress exists as a con-
scious move against entropy, against
nature’s natural temdency to disorgan-
ization, chaos and sameness. Progress,
in this next century in architecture,
will eome only through the cfforts of
those who work for progress — not
from those who abdicate, or imitate,
or deride.

Let wus resolve that comstructive
criticism i to be encouraged. We
lcarn and progress through experimen-
tation only when the cxperiments are
analyzed and eriticised. 'We do not
have enongh of this in architecture—
in fact we have almost none. If we
are going to pick up our avoidable
option to do work with decper mean.
ing, then we must have a sharper
sense of cvaluation. The magazines
are hamstrung in this respect, becanse
the architeets whose waork we publish
will not allow eritical presentations,
The begimnings of this must come in
seminars of our own — and | think
the P/A Design Award Seminar e
cently held pointed the way to such
an approach.

To summarize very briefly these
points [ have tmed to  make,
let me quote Norbert Wiener again:
“. .. modern man, and espectally the
modern  Amenican, however much
‘know-how' he may have, has very
Iittle ‘know-what' . . " At the end of
the first century of the Institube's
cxistence, we have great “know-how”
in architecture. We now face certain
decisions involving “know-what.” We
must decide what it is that we want
architecture to be in the next century
before we decide how best to do it
Some of the decisions—further tech-
nical dircction, the design future of
broad-scale planning, among them —
are choices we must make as respon-
sible architects. Others — primarily
the further development of our design
attitudes in relabion to man's deeper-
than-function desires — are options
we can face, or not, as we choose. But
as we choose let us remember alwavs
the admonition in that first annual
banguet of the Institute: Our altemna-
tive is between creating an archites-
ture, or providing merely “a blank in
the history of progress and civiliza-
tion,”
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in conference...

Answer

to the

Small House
Problem

A short time ago there appeared, in these columns, a
snggestion from an AlA architect that Florida architects
concern themselves more than at present with the design
of small houses. His suggestion embodied the idea that
stock plans developed by capable AIA architects in
Florida could be distributed by the FAA to replace those
now being distributed by outofstate architects. His
thought was that such a scheme would not only be self-
supporting, cconomically, but would serve to mise the
guality stindards of small house construction — as well
as bring the architects into closer touch with the home-
building public.

As a follow-through on that suggestion, we talked to
an architect who is not only vitally interested in small
house design, but is also a member of an ALA committee
dealing with that subject. He said, bluntly, that the sug-
gestion was impractical. Here are some of his reasons—the
quotes being the substance of his remarks, not his exact
CXPression:

“The stock plan idea as a basis for professional, not

commercial, activity, has been tried many times before—
and has failed in every instance. Reason is that any plan
for any house i mercly an instrument of serviee. The
successful development of any small house design i a
measure of the builder’s persomal interpretation of that
design.
“Most stock plans are bought by a prospective owner
and turmed over to a builder for comstruction, without
benefit of architectural supervision or design interpreta-
tion. In the vast majority of cases the result is neither
what the designing architect had in mind, or what the
owner visioned. The result is dissatisfaction on everybody's
part—except, possibly, the man who made a profit on the
construction.

“This situation will continue ko exist just as long as

architects regard the ‘small house problem’ as an excuse
for dilettantish design instead of a challenge to creative
effort.”

He went on to say that the problem of the small home
had but two solutioms. One must come from industry—
with standardization and pre-fabrication as essential and
basic characteristics. The other must come from architects
on a personalized basis — which, he emphasized, must
necessarily be related to a restricted locality.

*The architecture of the small house,” he said, “will
never come of age until the architect beeomes again what
he originally was—a master builder who constructs as well
as designs his buildings. That, of course, is improbable,
for the tencts of the AIA are in direct opposition to that
need. So long as professional ethics prevent an architect
from building what he has designed, the small house
problem will lack any realistic profesional selution.

“But small houses—homes for the average American
family,” he continued, “are the greatest challenge to cre-
ativeness, to ingenuity, to artistic and technical compe-
tenee which any architect can face. Muost architects cannot
measure up to it; and these who can are a group apart
from the vast majority of their professional brethren. They
are the modem master-builder who has been wise cnough
to rediscover the fact that a graphic design—a small
house plan, stock or otherwise—is merely 2 means bo an
end. The end itself is good building for good hving, That
takes a knowledge of materials and crafts, local codes
and customs, labor costs and commumity conditions.
Above all it requires imagimation—and the ability and
courage to recognize, admit and baild over your own
miskikes.”

Well, there's one answer to “the small house |Ill.i1'-|-
lem.” Mavbe vou won't accept it. But you can't help but
wonder—can vou?
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“Qur present responsibility is broad . . . Today, the architect must consider, simul-
taneously, man's physical environment in relation to his new social aspirations
and spiritual needs; to a host of new contrivances which afford him new comfort
and leisure time; to new problems of traffic flow, land use and urban congestion;

even to the problem of shielding him, not from the elements alone, but from the
hazards of a world whose skill at making weapons has outstripped its ability to
live without them . . . Our vast new knowledge of the nature of matter must be !
matched by an equivalent understanding of the nature of man. The architect can

and must contribute to a closure of this gap in knowledge . . . *




