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High Times and Historic Houses

EMEMBER THE PHRASE ‘A rising

tide lifts all boats” from the 1960s?

This deft metaphor paints a pic-
ture of how good economic times benefit
everyone, large and small. Sure enough,
with the U.S. economy still going strong
for a record ninth year, everyone every-
where will tell you they are busy. New house
construction is booming, but is that good
for old houses, too?

The question is on many minds in
the world of historic preservation. Cer-
tainly, these are good times for folks who
work on old houses because, generally,
there is money to invest in existing build-
ings. Drive through any older neighbor-
hood and you will see people painting and
fixing whether they are preservationists or
not. Contractors, craftspeople, and archi-
tects who specialize in historic properties
are generally happy, too. More than once
I’ve had folks tell me that in the past they
would take on new construction to pay the
bills so they could afford to work occa-
sionally on their real love, the notewor-
thy—but always under-funded—building
restoration. Today the same folks are fully
booked with preservation work, sometimes
into the next year. Good times indeed when
you can name your price for what was once
a labor of love.

But what’s the impact on historic
buildings and neighborhoods? One long-
standing observation is that “Poverty is

JULYIAUGUST 2000

good for preservation.” Less ironic than it
sounds, this phrase means that an absence
of flush cash reduces the potential for short-
sighted additions and cosmetic mainte-
nance catch-ups that are the rampant de-
stroyers of historic character and details.
Unfortunately, a strong economy does put
economic pressure on historic communi-
ties. One clear phenomenon of our time
is the ‘going-up’ addition where ground-
hugging houses, such as bungalows and
small Capes suddenly sprout an inflated
second story. Another trend, so nicely de-
scribed in this issue’s “Journal” section, is
the wholesale razing of perfectly good
buildings to make way for bigger, newer,
but not necessarily better houses. “In my
town,” one fellow told me, “every new house
is built as big as possible, right to the lot
line.” So what does this mean? “No bay
windows,” he replied, “no porches, not a
single interesting feature that would stand
in the way of maximizing space.”

Are new or infill houses bad? Of
course not. Successive eras of construction
in the same town makes for an interesting
diversity of buildings. Moreover, every new
house holds the potential to be an old
house someday. The trick is keeping their
quality as high as the tide.

oo kel
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LETTERS

PLUMBING HISTORY

1 FOUND JANE POWELL’s article “From Slum
to Plum” in your May/June issue to be of
particular interest. Her statement that
“houses built in 1820 did not have indoor
plumbing” does not take into account the
relatively rare, but quite functional, indoor
plumbing systems in use in

historic preservation commission. The local
preservation commission is not a group to
be beaten, out-done, sold to, or circum-
vented by owners of locally designated
properties. Rather, a commission is there
to help the property owner preserve the
very reasons he or she loves the old house
or neighborhood.

AMERICAN HOUSE STVLE COULECTIO SEEPAGE 1S

more elaborate and tech-
nologically innovative homes.
In the first quarter of the
19th century, indoor plumb-
ing systems such as the one
originally designed by Eng-
lish architect William Jay
for the 1819 Owens-Thomas
House (a Regency-style villa
located in Savannah) were
incredibly complex for their day. Influ-
enced by the newly fashionable use of in-
door water closets in upscale London vil-
las and by the remnants of ancient Roman
systems in his hometown of Bath [Eng-
land], Jay crafted one of the earliest and
most complete systems in the United States.
Supported by massive, rain-filled cisterns
and a network of lead and ceramic pipes,
this gravity-fed scheme provided water for
multiple sinks, marble baths, a shower en-
closure and, of course, commercially pro-
duced, flushing water closets.
—KEVIN W. TUCKER
Curator of Decorative Arts
Owens—Thomas House
Savannah, Georgia

GOOD GUYS

1 FOUND YOUR ITEM “Selling a Historic Re-
view Board” [“Journal,” May/June 2000]
to be right on target with its advice about
how to work with and within the local his-
toric preservation commission’s guidelines.
When your advice is taken, property own-
ers will find that the COA process is eas-
ier, faster, and much more pleasant.

Nonetheless, I found the article sur-

prisingly unsympathetic to the role of a

JULYIAUGUST 2000

It should be noted, as
you failed to, that an 1800-
square-foot addition is not
to be taken lightly and is
probably larger than the
footprint, if not the entirety,
of many of the houses in
in-town historic districts.
Commissions work as hard
as OHJ and the owners of
historic properties to preserve our built
heritage, and should be regarded as the
protectors they are.

—SARAH A. WOODARD
Winston—Salem, North Carolina

OLD WOUNDS
1 WAs PLEASED that the ruining of a beau-
tiful old Pittsburgh house was given due
notoriety in your “Remuddling” column
(Mar./Apr. 2000). Each time I drive by this
architectural abomination, my stomach
turns.

It should be noted that the houses
of the famous Pittsburgh families men-
tioned in your column have not fared well,
either. The Heinz and Westinghouse resi-
dences and the largest of the Mellon man-
sions were all completely torn down many
years ago.

Fortunately, hundreds of relatively
unspoiled, lovely old homes are still here.

—MILES EHRLICH
Pittsburgh, Penn.
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LETTERS

and enact federal laws and policies that
encourage historic preservation. I want to
encourage OHJ to become a participant
in our Capital Campaign to eliminate some
longstanding debt.

PA is taking the lead in (finally) get-
ting a Historic Homeownership Assistance
Act passed in Congress. This Act would
create a tax credit for homeowners simi-
lar to the one that exists for income-pro-
ducing properties. Last October, we em-
barked on a first-ever capital campaign
(PACC) to raise $60,000 by November. The
National Trust has pledged $10,000 in
matching funds.

—A. ROY SMITH
Treasurer, Preservation Action
Washington, D.C.

Readers may join PA or send contributions

($45 individual membership; $100 organi-
zation; $1,000 sponsor) to Preservation Ac-
tion, 1350 Connecticut Ave., NW, Ste. 401,
Washington, DC 20036. Call (202) 659-
0915 for further information.

WORK IN PROGRESS

WE OWN “BUTTONWOOD” (built in 1835)
in Chesterfield, New Jersey. We receive your
publication and have gotten many useful
ideas from your articles and advertisers.

Our home and land has many unique
features. We are now in the process of plac-
ing new pipes in the pool, landscaping a
new design around it, and placing round,
fluted pillars on the pool house. We are
looking for landscape lighting to go with
the setting.

A pond is being dug behind the barn
so that when the decking is placed off the

second-floor game room, you’ll be able to
enjoy the fish fountain.

Eventually we hope to add on to the
house with a large room that will step to
an English garden with a reflecting pool
off the front of the house.

We have used your website [www.
oldhousejournal.com] for quotes on cen-
tral air conditioning and are waiting for
call-backs from a local contractor.

Buttonwood is an ongoing labor of
love. We know what it’s like to be without
a kitchen for months . . . washing dishes
in the tub, etc. Cooking all meals on the
grill for a month is [familiar] to us [too].
You have to love old homes, and you have
to learn to be very handy. We thank you
for your fabulous publication.

—DAWN LEE PLATZ

Chesterfield, New Jersey




MEDITERRANEAN REQUEST
AS THE OWNER of a Mediterranean Re-
vival [house built in] 1923, I was happy
to see your article in the Nov./ Dec. ’99
issue. My house is a work in progress
and the interior is being restored grad-
ually by me. It is difficult to find any in-
formation, magazines, or books on this
style of house. I would like to stay true
to the architectural design. Any sugges-
tions?

I enclose a photo of the exterior.
The windows in front will be restored
per the original blueprints. (The inte-
rior is another story.) There is an Arts
and Crafts flavor to the inside.

—MARIA C. MICHAELS
Larchmont, New York

Little has been written about the roman-
tic Mediterranean-style houses of the 1920s
and 1930s. Several recent books on Spanish,
Southwest, and California styles do include
photos and resources that overlap your in-

Thete’s evel & century eiecy)

Circle no. 86

terest. Also, our sister publication Old-
House Interiors included several articles
introducing the Mediterranean Revival style
in its Aug./Sept. 1999 issue. Call (978) 283-
3200 for back copies. —THE EDITORS
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With Mllitary PI’GCiSiOIl by Mary Ellen Polson

PHOTOGRAPHS BY VAN JONES MARTIN

UST AS YOU WOULD EXPECT when the address is
Officer’s Row and the residents are retired Army,

the place is immaculate. Surrounded on three
sides by double porches, Don and LuAnn Har-
ris’s Army Eclectic-style house is in tiptop shape,
from the original concrete and sand basements

to the slate roof. Even the floor-to-ceiling windows
on the first floor march clockwise around

»
the house in numerical order.

ﬁ

Pretty amazing, considering that the
house the Harrises call Dolphin Watch
stood derelict for years, vulnerable to the
full fury of the Atlantic Ocean just 100
yards away. “People my age—and I'm 66—
remember playing here as kids, when it

was abandoned,” Don Harris says. “We
have a friend who used to come in and
change her clothes to go to the beach. The
place was just open.”

“We found indications that people
had oyster roasts in our basement,” says
LuAnn with a shudder. Since nearly every

Life is breezy forDon and  gtick of wood in the house is heart pine, the place
LuAnn Harris at Dolphin

Watch, where it’s possible
to come or go through Given its Army pedigree, however, perhaps the
pocket windows.

could have gone up like a tinder box.

survival of this once-and-future officer’s quarters is
not such a surprise. When it comes to quality con-
struction, “the government contract is pretty hard to
meet,” says Don, a retired Army Corps of Engineers
colonel. Many contractors have come to grief—or

14 JULYIAUGUST 2000
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ARMY ECLECTIC
owners: Don and LuAnn Harris

LocaTion: Tybee Island, Georgia
DATE OF HousE: Ca. 1898

ON-GOING PROJECTS: Re-wiring the
annunciator; back-filling the cement
steps to the front porch. Col. Harris
really means it when he says he’s
almost done!

oF INTEREST: Double-action hinges
similar to the one in the Harris
kitchen (see page 21) are still made
by the original manufacturer, Bommer
Industries, (800) 334-1654,
www.bommer.com.

JULYIAUGUST 2000

OLD HOUSE LIVING

Left, inset, and bottom right: The Harrises cleaned, sealed, and painted the original pressed-metal ceilings

themselves. Top right: Officers stationed at Fort Screven were required to entertain at least once a month. The

Harris’s dolphin-legged dining room table seats 22.

even financial ruin—over the Army’s exacting
requirements. “We’re famous for saying rip it
out if it doesn’t meet specifications.”

In the case of Officer’s Quarters Plan No.
160—the Harrises got blueprints of the origi-
nals from the National Archives—those specifi-
cations include an early form of hurricane
tiedowns, concrete fire barriers between the
floors, and oversized studs tight enough to de-
flect nails (Don uses screws).

First occupied by a lieutenant colonel about
the time of the Spanish—-American War, the house
was a standard form of military officer’s hous-
ing. “It was designed for the climate,” Don says.
“You’ll find this house in Pensacola, Florida.
You'll find it in Sullivan’s Island (South Car-
olina), and you will find the same sort of quar-
ters in Hawaii”

When the house was complete, it was also
tully furnished. “In 1898, the officers moved with
just their clothes,” Don says. “This house was
outfitted and assigned to someone to take care
of. They just came here to use the house, and

VAN JONES MARTIN (TOP RIGHT)

left. Even the pots and pans were here.”

The Harrises bought the house in 1978,
when Don was stationed in nearby Savannah
with the Army Corps of Engineers. The couple
and their five children didn’t stay long, since
Don was transferred again two years later. But
by then, the Harrises knew they would return.
Wherever they were stationed, they bought spe-
cial items with an eye to Dolphin Watch. As a

£
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Top: The Harrises make note of some needed
balustrade repairs. Right: Only one of the ori-
ginal radiators survived, but it’s a dilly; LuAnn
keeps vintage glassware in the warming cubby.

result, the many dolphin-themed pieces in
the house come from all over the world.

One of the most resonant is a glass
piece of leaping dolphins over the mantel.
“That was a wedding present to my grand-
father in 1892,” Don says. “It couldn’t have
been better for this house.”

The Harrises returned after Don re-
tired in 1988. Don is fond of saying that
he left one full-time job and took up an-
other. Diligent as he is, the project has
taken more than a decade. He’s just putting
the finishing touches on the speaking tube
call system. “Here is the tube that goes to
the second floor,” he says, standing in the
kitchen. “T haven’t finished it yet, but it
works. If you know how to blow in these
things, you can get them to whistle.”

Like many restorers, the Harrises
thought they’d be finished in a year. The
plan was to work on one room at a time,
LuAnn says—beginning with the pressed
metal ceilings in the downstairs rooms. Al-
though they’re real beauties now, with a

different pattern in each room, the deeply

coved ceilings were heavily rusted.

Don and LuAnn hand-cleaned each
ceiling with phosphoric acid, which turns
the rust black, and then painted the ceil-
ings with industrial-grade primer and white
paint. “There’s no air conditioning in this
house at all,” Don says. “We get the full
brunt of the salt air in here, and five years
after, we haven’t had any rust problems
with the ceilings.”

Air conditioning—such as it is—
comes from ocean breezes and the house’s
ventilation-friendly design. The central
entry hall runs the length of the house,
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Installing ordinary fiber glass insulation is itchy and uncomfortable,
But ComfortTherm® insulation is wrapped in plastic, creating a
protective barrier between you and the fiber glass. Which means
there’s less itch and less dust. So it’s painless. Call 1-800-654-3103
formore information or visit www.jm.com/comforttherm.
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“In 1898, officers moved with just their clothes. This house was outfitted and assigned

to an officer to take care of. Even the pots and pans were here.” —Don Harris, homeowner

and the 9' windows on the ground floor
slide into overhead pockets in the balloon-
framed walls. On one of them, a small
stuffed duck dangles on the sash pull. “Our
grandchildren have named this the duck
door, because you have to duck when you
go out,” says LuAnn, demonstrating by
ducking slightly as she exits.

The house doesn’t even have central
heating. The only remaining original ra-
diator is an ornate model clearly shown
on the National Archives plans. It stands
in the dining room. During brief cold spells,
the Harrises heat with portable ceramic
heaters. The climate is so mild in coastal
Georgia that the Harrises have planted

lemon trees on either side of the front
porch steps.

Upstairs, each bedroom is individ-
ually named and decorated with antiques,
including vintage quilts on the beds. The
last major area in the house to be restored
is the striker’s quarters back of the kitchen.
“The striker was the person who assisted
the homeowner in the garden—the out-
side, heavy work—and things like that,”
Don says. “The officer also had a ‘horse
holder’. That’s the guy who took care of
his horse”

When the Harrises investigated the
original colors on the house, they discov-
ered that the porch railings had been painted

A cREAMY FROZEN DELIGHT,
RELAXING IN MY owN SPACIOUS ICE CASTLE,

dark brown, a color that didn’t work well
in a hot, sunny climate. “We tried to lighten
up the outside, because black and brown
absorb so much heat that the paint was
hurting the wood,” Don says. “The banis-
ters outside were actually disintegrating
because they got so hot.”

Like many military installations, Fort
Screven was only in peak use for a short
period—roughly between the Spanish—
American War and the conclusion of World
War I. The fort guards the entrance to the
Savannah River and its harbor, and the Har-
rises can watch tankers come out of the
channel en route to ports around the world.

In 1998, the Harrises won a Best

| AM THE ENVY OF ALL FRUIT.




Kitchen award in the OHJ Kitchen Contest.
Using the original plans from the National
Archive blueprints, they reconstructed the
kitchen much as it had been built 100 years
before. Ulysses Cutter, the contractor who
had helped the couple early on in their
restoration, had retired, “but he came back
and found his crew and did the kitchen for
us,” Don fondly recalls.

Among the built-ins concealed in
the kitchen are cabinets for a washer and
dryer, a fold-out ironing board, and a laun-
dry chute from the master bathroom up-
stairs. While California has its cooling cab-
inets, the Harrises added a heater cabinet.
“We got this idea down in Panama, where
we had the same problem with moisture,”
Don says. “We added a small heating ele-
ment in one cabinet, and you keep all of
your crackers and cereals there.”

This original double-action hinge allows
the door between the dining room and the

kitchen to stand at attention in either room.

The kitchen flooring is different than
that in the rest of the house. “On the other
floors, all of the wood pieces are slightly
curved (or relieved) on the bottom for
cushioning. These floors are solid because
they’re replaceable.” Mentally stepping back
a century, Don says, “This cookstove is
coal. The cook is going to burn the floor
all the time. This is actually the kitchen’s
second floor, as we found out.”

There are some dark spots on the
floor near a window, but they aren’t burn
marks. They’re stains from nails that
rusted and bled from exposure to water
back in the days when the house was open
to all weathers. To Don and LuAnn, they’re
a potent reminder of the house’s re-
markable history. “They give the room
character,” Don says. “We’re not going to
change them.” i

Introducing the KitchenAid® Contoured Door Refrigerator.
With the unique icemaker and removable ice pitcher, designed entirely in-door for extra space and convenience.
Now there’s always room for your latest chilled creations. For our Blueberry Velvet Cheesecake Smoothie recipe,
and to view the entire KitchenAid® line, visit www.KitchenAid.com, or call 1.800.422.1230.
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New life for an old member of the family

Every family has at least one of these: the old table, chair or other keepsake that over the

decades has been passed from one relative to another. That was the history of this turn-
of-the-century drop-front desk. Besides being a member of the family for more than 50
years, it was a wonderfully crafted, nicely detailed antique that anyone would be proud to

display, if only the old finish had aged a little more gracefully.

But this desk didn't need endless
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Good Times Bring Down the\

Y THE TIME you read

this, an Arts & Crafts

cottage overlooking

downtown Seattle may
be history. The house has stood
on this hill for 96 years. It will
take a bulldozer only a few hours
to claw it to splinters.

A block away, crews de-
molished a grand bungalow last
year. In place of its welcoming
porch, a concrete contempo-
rary-style building turns its back
“I think it’s an
atrocity,” says a woman who has

on the street.

lived on this street for decades.
She doesn’t want to reveal her
name, but adds, “I don’t like
homes that look like boxes.”

In unprecedented num-
bers across America, neighbors
are tangling over teardowns.
That’s what developers call it
when they demolish an exist-
ing home and build a new one
on the same lot. In flush lo-
cales, it’s a matter of simple
economics: Modest bungalows
and ranch houses built decades
ago no longer measure up in
terms of skyrocketing real es-
tate prices. As a result, many
older homes in well-established
neighborhoods are being re-
modeled beyond recognition,
or torn down all together.

The National Association
of Home Builders estimates that

P VVV VIV VVVVVVVVYVYYY

BSFB FDCUS LATCH COUNTRY INN, SIDNEY, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Not far from the charming Regency homes of Victoria

is a country inn right o

past. In the

Maclure designed

ut of West Coast
1920s, renowned Canadian architect Samuel

a timber lodge out of bark-covered fir

construction cr¥ s started last
year on lots where % previous
home had been demolished.

Sometimes the itch to
start from scratch is so strong
that even million-dollar houses
come tumbling down. Take the
Medina home where Bill Gates
used to live. The waterfront
mansion near Seattle was good
enough for one of the richest
men in the world, but last year,
Delta Airlines Chairman Ger-
ald Grinstein paid $8 million
for the house and promptly tore

it down. [continued on page 26]

Canada's rustic

as a summer residence for a British Columbia lieutenant

governor. Long a private resi-

dence and once a restaurant, the lodge became an inn when Bernd

and Heidi Rust bought and refurbished it in 1995. Now a Cana-

dian Heritage site, the property is furnished with Canadian and

32 sailing yacht tossed in as

European antiques, with a a bonus.

Seven suites, $87 to $152, Latch Country Inn, 2328 Harbour Rd., Sidney, BC V8L 2P8, (250) 656-6622, www.latchinn.com.

LOGAN SEALE/PHOTONICA (COMPACT DISK)
JIRA FUKAGAWA/PHOTONICA (LEAVES ON DISK)
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[rearpowns continued from page 25] In Palm Beach,
Florida, some buyers spend millions for a build-
ing they intend to demolish. Soon, a new trophy
mansionette pops up tall and wide from the cen-
ter of its lot. “It only takes a few massive ‘Jack in
the Box” houses to change the character of a
neighborhood,” says Polly Earl, executive direc-
tor of the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach.

Palm Beach planners are attempting to
rein in big houses, requiring that new homes be
built in traditional styles, like Mediterranean Re-

Seattle has issued more than4 )O 0 O

most of them for houses built during the city’s first building boom, from 1900 to 1930.

vival. Even if Palm Beach gains more control
over residential construction, however, it won’t
save vintage homes that aren’t landmarks. So
bougainvillea-draped cottages will continue to
crumble.

That used to happen in Pasadena, now a
safe haven for old houses. The southern Cali-
fornia city protects blocks of bungalows within
two landmark districts, Bungalow Heaven and
Garfield Heights. Most are smaller homes that
might not achieve landmark status on their own.
But collectively, the charming tree-lined streets
look like a Norman Rockwell painting.

Outside Pasadena’s two historic districts,

residential demolition permits,

older houses are protected by the 50-year rule,
says Darrell Cozen of the Pasadena Planning De-
partment. If planners believe a house 50 years
old or older is worth saving, they can block de-
molition for more than a year. “What usually
happens during that time is that we convince
owners to restore the house, or they get dis-
couraged and move on,” Cozen says.

If that doesn’t work, the city helps an en-
dangered house find a new place to live. Two or
three such buildings are moved out of harm’s
way each year in the city, says Cozen.

Dallas is another model city for preserva-
tion. In January, the city council unanimously
approved a preservation ordinance that ensures
that the 2,500 individual landmarks and homes
within Dallas’ 18 historic districts will be a part
of the city’s future. “In the past, people in Dal-
las bought fully intending to demolish a land-
mark,” says Catherine Horsey, executive direc-
tor of Preservation Dallas. “Now that can’t hap-
pen without a really good story.”

But Dallas and Pasadena are exceptional
when it comes to urban preservation. For a look
at a typical American city, let’s return to Seat-
tle. While Seattle also grants landmark status to

JULYIAUGUST 2000



exceptional buildings, only one of its seven his-
toric districts is residential.

In the past four years, Seattle has issued
more than 4,000 residential demolition permits,
most of them for houses built during Seattle’s
first building boom, from 1900 to 1930. And in
Seattle, there is no design review process that
would make replacement houses compatible with
the existing neighborhood.

Which brings us back to that concrete con-
temporary overlooking downtown Seattle. Re-
member the neighbor who wouldn’t give her
name? She changed her mind when surveyors
arrived at the house next door to her own home.
“The surveyors say they are going to tear this
down,” says Celeste Bach, gesturing toward the
gracious 1926 Colonial Revival. “I don’t want to
live here anymore.”

The National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion urges people not to give up on the good
old houses. Trust Vice President Peter Brink says
it’s time to spread the word: preservation pays.
“If you compare a neighborhood with historic
protection to one that doesn’t have it,” Brink
says, “the values in the designated neighborhood
go up more.”

That’s because homeowners on protected
streets have the security of knowing that a mon-
ster house will never pop up next door, Brink
says. There is no such guarantee on the Seattle
street where this story began. The Arts & Crafts
cottage is boarded up now. Soon, it will be gone.

—JENNY CUNNINGHAM, SEATTLE, WASH.

e'Railsplitter VY Y Y VYV YV YYYVYYIVY

VEN IN restoration prod-
ucts, necessity can be the
mother of e-vention.
Five years ago, Skip
Bunker needed fencing to keep
a young son from wandering
into the road. Wanting to do
right by his 1860s house in
rural Maine, he found an old

photo that showed signs of a
split rail fence. So Skip tracked
down a bark spud—a hand
tool for peeling logs—and
started cutting cedar on his
25-acre wood lot. Soon, passers-
by began asking where they
could get a fence like his.
Already a woodworker,

Skip added the Appalachian
Fence Company to his mill-
works operation, and business
has been stacking nicely ever
since. “The first couple of years
were slow,” notes Skip—that
is, until he got his web site up.
“Within three weeks I had an
800-foot order from Louisiana.

Now we get 50% to 95% of
our inquiries off the Internet.

I'm practicing a centuries-old
craft yet selling it on-line, and
it works!”

Called variously worm,
snake, criss-cross, or Virginia
rail in different parts of the
country, |[continued on page 28]

TROY THOMAS (OPPOSITE);

BOB DELONG/BANGOR DAILY NEWS (ABOVE)
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Skip’s
traditional split-rail fences ride the

[Fences continued from page 27]

ground in an oscillating line—far re-
moved from suburban-rustic types
with holes-in-a-post. The stacked con-
struction method requires no posts for
support, but can be supplanted with
two vertical posts (see photo) or crossed
posts holding top rails for a “battlefield
style” fence.

Skip’s web site covers materials

costs for his Eastern white cedar fenc-
ing (prices start at $1 per rail/foot
times the number of desired rails) as
well as background on history and
installation. “When some folks wanted
to build a fence on a rock wall,” says
Skip, “I e-mailed them a jpeg image
of how it looks.” Write Appalachian
Fence Company at RFD #1, Box 432,
Eastbrook Maine, 04634 or visit—
where else?—www.splitrail.com.

" &EuTRAlS vDL HOUSE
N PENNSYLVANIA, gravity is wreaking havoc
on Fallingwater’s precocious cantilevers.
In California, Richard Neutra’s vbr House

(1940) is in such poor condition that it
made the World Monument Funds’ list
of internationally threatened architectural
masterpieces.

In the year 2000, it’s the houses built 50
or 60 years ago that are emerging as newly
endangered. “Preserving the Recent Past II,”
sponsored by the National Park Service and
others, will cover state-of-the-art methods
for preserving 20th-century buildings, from
facades and HVAC systems to metals, plastics,
and lighting. A sequel to a groundbreaking
confab held five years ago, the conference
and exposition convenes in Philadelphia
Oct. 11—13 at the historic psks Building,
a Modern landmark designed in 1932 and
now a Loews Hotel.

More than 70 experts will make pre-
sentations, and there will also be an exposi-
tion of restoration products for Modern
buildings. The Association for Preservation
Technology International (apt) will sponsor
a pre-conference symposium, “Preserving
the 20th-century Curtain Wall.”
Post-conference tours will visit related sites,
including buildings designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright, Louis Kahn, Oscar Stonorov, and
Robert Venturi. For more information, call
(202) 343-6011, e-mail recentpast
2Ahotmail.com, or visit the web site
at www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/recentpast2.htm.

JULYIAUGUST 2000

ROB LEANNA (ILLUSTRATION)
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THE BIG DIPPER

www.NASA.gov

A DREAM HOME

FOR YOU TO ENJOY IT FROM

vyww.EPLANS.com

Somewhere out there, your dream home is waiting.
It just hasn’t been built yet. Chances are you'll find it
at eplans.com. After all, overr one million dream homes
have been built from our house plans, created by the
nation’s best architects. Choose your plan, modify it,
even take a virtual reality tour online. Your dream

home is out there. But you'll never find it if you don’t

start looking. eplans.com

Stop dreaming. Start building.
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B OUTSIDE THE OLD HOUSE

Made iIl the Shade by Nina A. Koziol

HE VICTORIANS had the right idea. On hot

summer days, they retreated to chairs and

benches under a leafy canopy of spread-

ing trees, surrounded by a living “room”
filled with cooling ferns, shrubs, vines, and wild-
flowers. Come high summer, when sweltering
heat and humidity are enough to wilt most gar-
deners, the shade garden continues to offer a
welcome respite. With its dappled sunlight and
morning dew, the shaded nook is a delightful
place where gardeners can focus on plants that
thrive on limited amounts of light.

Unlike their showy counterparts—zinnias,
day lilies, and roses—the unusual, variegated fo-
liage of shade-loving plants offers a display of
muted greens and blues that lasts longer than
many flowers. Shady gardens are often a fact of
life for those who dwell in old houses, from res-
idents of urban row houses with courtyards cast
into deep shade, to the owners of venerable
homes enfolded by mature trees and shrubs.

While some folks lament the fact that they
must garden in the shade of towering trees or
nearby buildings, others recognize the wonder-
ful possibilities such sites offer. The Victorians,
for instance, were so fond of ferns that they cre-
ated ferneries—collections of lacy, delicate-leafed
fern specimens—that thrived in shady spots near
the house. Similarly, in the early years of the
20th century, trellises, loggias, and pergolas were
a favorite means of establishing shady spots to

the rear or side of an Arts & Crafts bungalow

or Colonial Revival home.

If your house is blessed with an abundance
of shade, bear in mind that not all shade is equal.
Shade varies in degree from partial (or open)
shade to full (or dense) shade. When tall trees
allow a great deal of bright light to reach the
ground, the result is partial shade. Walls, fences,
and other solid structures in close proximity to
the garden tend to create full shade.

While full sun generally means six hours
or more of direct sun each day, partial shade

Opposite: Forget-me-nots and daffodils star in an understory brightened by flame azalea. Above: The lush
environment of a shady city courtyard, enlivened by impatiens and both striped and variegated hosta.

KEN DRUSE PHOTOGRAPHY

The Victorians were so
fond of ferns that they
created ferneries—
collections of lacy,
delicate-leafed fern
specimens—that thrived
in shady spots near

the house.
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Clockwise from bottom left: Primula and ferns grace a cool forest floor. The delicate pink blossoms
of double impatiens. Blue iris, blue phlox, and foamflower edge a path leading into the woods.
Foliage in an array of colors and textures makes a diverse showing by the steps of a brownstone.

provides direct sun for only three or four
hours. Plants in full shade get bright, re-
flected light, but little or no direct sun.
Paying close attention to where the sum-
mer sun crosses your property at midday
will help you determine how much shade
you have.

Mature trees with large, spreading
crowns—maple, oak, hickory, and elm, for
example—are the dowagers of the shade
garden. Trees with finely textured leaves,
like honey locust and the silk tree, send
more dappled light to the ground than the
dense canopies of sugar maples.

If you are starting from scratch and
your garden has space for a shade tree, se-
lect one that grows well in your locale.
Medium-sized ornamental trees, such as
dogwood or serviceberry, provide a suit-
able canopy for smaller sites. You can also
create a shade-garden version of a forest
understory with small- to medium-size
shrubs, such as stephenandra, viburnum,
variegated dogwood, or holly. An arbor,
loggia, pergola, or high fence can create
shade when there is no room for trees or
large shrubs.

Where adjacent structures shade
urban gardens, cloak the walls in vines

that thrive in limited light. Choose from
climbing hydrangea, with its fragrant white
flowers and peeling bark, or old standbys
such as English or Boston ivy, or Virginia
creeper. Some flowering vines, including
silver lace vine and a few varieties of clema-
tis, will take more shade than other
climbers—although they produce fewer
flowers than when in full sun. In small
urban gardens, you can prune a large
shrub such as witch hazel, pagoda dog-
wood, or Japanese maple to resemble a
small tree with an arching canopy.

For smaller gardens or shady side-
yards, use a combination of unusual plants
rather than just one or two species. For in-
stance, the delicate, showy stems of cory-
dalis mix well with native bleeding heart,
shooting stars, or miniature hosta. In moist
areas, add a splash of red with scarlet lo-
belia or coral bell—both favorites with
hummingbirds.

Create visual interest by combining
plants with contrasting leaf forms. For ex-
ample, the delicate fronds of the maidenhair
fern pair nicely with the coarse leaves of
pachysandra, a groundcover. The large blue
crenellated leaves of the fragrant, flowering

heirloom hosta ‘Elegans’ contrast well with
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the soft delicate sprays of astilbe flowers.

Think of the shade garden as a small
forest complete with a carpet of ground-
covers such as periwinkle, hosta, epimedium,
and ivy. The white- and silver-splashed
leaves of lungwort and lamium ‘White
Nancy’ light up a shady spot, as will hostas
with variegated or chartreuse leaves. The
shade garden is a restful place where the
tracery of shadows, whether from trees or
manmade structures, makes for an inter-
esting play of light on your own private
forest floor.

Tips for the Shade Garden

s Other than moss, few plants will grow
in very deep shade. In places where no di-
rect sunlight reaches the garden, you can
paint nearby fences or walls white to reflect
all available light.

s To increase the amount of light reach-

The varieties of hosta are almost infinite,
making this shade-tolerant plant the
workhorse of the shade garden. Hosta ‘Blue

Cadet’ produces a host of lavender blossoms.

ing your garden, consider “limbing up” a
tree. Use along-handled pruning tool (avail-
able at garden and home supply centers)
to thin lower limbs or inner branches.

» Plant carefully beneath a mature tree.
Poking too many holes near the base may
disturb the tree’s shallow root system. In-
stead, mulch the entire area with shred-
ded wood chips to conserve moisture and
help keep weeds to a minimum. Gradu-
ally add groundcovers underneath the tree’s
outermost branches.

» Ferns, iris, and other shade-loving plants
need plenty of moisture. If rainfall drops
below 1" per week in summer, water your
plants regularly.

» Few shrubs require full sun to thrive,
but many will do well in full shade.
The deeper the shade, however, the more
difficult it is to grow plants that prefer full
or partial sun.
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and your neighbors will
appreciate. And your Benjamin
Moore dedaler will give you all

the expert advice you need.




= Plant spring-flowering bulbs, such as
daffodils, under trees where they will bloom
before the trees leaf out. Intermingle them
with hosta, which will conceal the leaves
in midsummer.

s Add native woodland wildflowers, such
as bluebells, trillium, or Solomon’s Seal, to
a shade garden.

» For a low maintenance garden, use
shade-tolerant groundcovers and peren-
nials and incorporate a few annuals—im-
patiens or tuberous begonias—for spots
of color.

» Adding a birdbath or fountain to your
shady retreat will bring wildlife up close.
And, like the Victorians, furnish your leafy
outdoor room with a bench or chairs for
full enjoyment. i}

NINA A. KOZIOL is a garden designer in
Palos Park, Illinois.

Plants for
the Shade
Garden

ANNUALS

Wax begonia
Amethyst flower
Coleus

Impatiens
Forget-me-not
Flowering tobacco
Black-eyed Susan vine

PERENNIALS
Columbine
Japanese anemone
Wild ginger
Astilbe
Snakeroot
Bleeding heart
Corydalis
Sweet woodruff
Geranium
‘Johnson’s Blue’
Lungwort
Lamium ‘White Nancy’

Lamiastrum
Epimedium
Christmas rose
Hosta ‘Elegans’
Siberian iris
Scarlet lobelia
Pachysandra
Jacob’s ladder
Primrose
Japanese toad lily
Globeflower
Periwinkle
Violet

FERNS

Maidenhair fern
Lady fern

Japanese painted fern
Wood fern
Cinnamon fern

VINES
Fiveleaf akebia
Ampelopsis
Virginia creeper
Silver lace vine

SHRUBS
Goat’s beard
Azalea
Camellia
Variegated dogwood
Hydrangea
Meserve holly
Bay laurel

Tree peony
Rhododendron
Elderberry
Stephenandra
Viburnum
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When my house

looks great,
| feel great.
And with
Benjamin Moore

exterior paint,
| know it’s going
to look great

)
for a long time.

Michael Dambra
Short Hills,NJ

MoOore/A
PAINTS

1-800-6-PAINT-6
www.benjaminmoore.com
The Color Preview Studio]™
Only at your
Benjamin Moore
dealer.




You've spent your life getting there. You don't have to spend your life
savings on the details. At Nostalgic Warehouse we offer quality,
forged brass hardware at prices that will surprise you. 4l
painstakingly reproduced from authentic originals to

blend in perfectly with home styles from

Victorian through Art Deco.

e® Complete mortise sets for under $99
¢& Pressure forged from solid brass
e® Clear coated to resist tarni<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>