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By Stephven Fou

pregene-day cities, especially in the boom cities
of the Americsn Soulhwest, whers the Rtomo-
iles, subartan sywavwl, and disregand for historic
sity Febrie tewaian 09 shoed all sepse of urbanify
sl comEmmanity idereity,

Bzt to ook back wifow). luiziicsl awareness
mislesds, City development cannor be isolated
convamiently by period. Citiea of the 19208 were
accumulations of all thet had come Hefors,
hepeficiaries espucialy of & cemplex of si-
padies about ity livisg thet erenged i the
[8%0s. They were slen suging eress for radi-
w2lly new patieme of devenommenl s move.
et it predoeninmted] wfier World War (1.

Examining the | 320s foom the perspective of
e present ca b inguediyve i we kool selec-
Givaly. How did things get i be the way they
are? Aund whas could peopie do in the pest the!
we pow cangol do or do ledly?

Teras Citles in the 19208 shared s niumber of
distisgishing waits: the florescence of down-
owp dispricta, rising oo the oz in newly ac-
quirsd shylines; the growth of gasden suburbs;
and the emesgence of sutomobile stripe—oorri-
dior streets Linking cenler fo periphery.

Terss downtowrs had fimicizhed since the
people io move betwesr suburbe and city cen-
ters, making downtowns not just symibolic, bat
operationsl, centess of cities. The emergence of
retail and entertrinment districts in downowns
stoecially sttmcted, whioke e cstsgories of
people, maamiymﬂdﬁe-ciauswmw
what had been & predominantly male, all-busi-
ness enclave. Cye iesnf TS -
mwmﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ&mwmnm
cobesive fabeic of multi-story office, hotel, re-
tail, and theater butidings. Since the wm of the
wmmmmhadmmm
older, neas-iown residential peighborhoods, so

VN

thng the lesgest clumehes and the oldes: schon’e
ware staddenly dovwnmioam, sltwugh ey had
ook steried out thers, Expension mm sugpiml-
mm@m MM!}“ e AN |W‘
salle medeveiopment; wmnmm.aﬁw
Fimiion: betwesn Yold™ snd “new™ sections

in the 1520,

What bs most appesling sboul downtowns of
the 1920s s the misiurs of nees et (bey oon-
il sind the indensity with simich they were
weed By & Svoad range of cltizens, However, it
cEmok e Torgotten thet et all citfzens weve
mﬁm&u Leg.lmwﬁmm Mss:mﬂm&m‘g

mnllmr verzicn of dmmmwm. wm.h bmmm
operated by or servicg backs in the olid part of
dovwmpown, The serme cloumsisnces might pre-
yail wihere Megicgn-Amrencens constivied =
significans minority, The zeea nesr (e inisres-
diot of Milam Strest and Fralrie Aveniss nasy
Market Squers in Housion and dhe west ey of
Commeste and Housion streets resr Maike? and
Milem squares i San Amomic Tepily thees seg-
regated downiowns-within-downiowns.

New comstruction occurmed af & prodigious
reis efter 1523, This was mosi visible in (e rse
of skylines, eclipeing those firom the building
booe of 1909-1912. Despile &n incesse in
scule, these new il bulldings reproduced the
dienee pmnture 5F Ui sxisting ity

An appeabing ilustration of ia's ook shase
between (945 and |927 on & block of Main
Sireet im Hoestom, The Jesse . Jomes,
Housuon's riost pshite meel-ssinie deveioper,
buils the 16-gtory Lamar Hotel, the iMeropoli-
tan Thester with its Namboysal Egypeian interi-
ors, the adjolning Loew's Staie Theater, and the
slght-siory Desnocretis Building, all to the de-
signe of Alfed T, Fins. The twe wll bulldings
braciksted the Main Siest facads of the dlock,
with the two thesters [nseried betwesn, acces-
siole froms their Maim Strest eniries i g, mr-
chitecturallly slaborated i s
rangement evokes what Rern Koolhass, in de-
scrilbing Manhatian in the 1920, called Hhe







IHE CORRIINORE 81

ough

W“w

howse
the

we = ||

YiLe 5

IS, and humeseds

the

(

i
PRty
Wis
I
able

I nel, an advertising ms

sy
eche

Lially appealing

new “drive-in" Bl

e
vl

(i

o fime examplie off

MO

Ings designed Dy e S

Adams & Adsms

LA

s e

Lyl
Lymes, &s A
e

the o
BTV ICE 518

Las ge

- Py



Anchitecis of the 1920s, tuined 12 be facile
im e manipulstion of styfistic mnagery, em-
olayed ji i rousk, s winsomely and tastefully
aspow’ﬂa.ﬁsmmmmﬁmm&b-
i charmcteistic of U cenler city, s thas fab-
e wus stiched oo of shape (o spem the
smerghug e sip, Photographe of Hovslon's
M Borme el bn tee 19308 a0 | 540s imply
that the atiermpt was less han sucosselul—ite
cxamples of Main Strees Spanish came o be
mcksdwnﬂnimwmwi;umw

mmcmmwm
The peeferad Ernin of e copmdos sipest
waﬂwWMﬂm@meﬂmﬂ

mmwmmwmmu
way, 8 restricted s, high-spesd thomugh-
fﬁammmummlmw
greensward, Dowatown Dalieas was linked 1o
Highlsne! Park by the Toriie Creek Parkway,
downtown Bowsion o River Oals by the Buf-
fallo Bayou Parkwsy, The destinaiton goinis sl
the end of theee muies wore ganden sabube,
sl regidenting cities that strove to be the an-
tithesis of the mined, crowded, surging down-
mmwmlﬁnymd:mﬁy,mm.
even ifully joined, Curvilinear strees met-
mmmmnywmmammm
grisl, procisiming the coowmanity's detecimment
ud selfconusimed ideoiiy, Dense plantings,
large lote, sml comipreiiensive legel reatrictions,
wilh associstions o snfoess Gem, il weos si-
trities of Mheze conssinucusly phamed spb-
aree. Bul there wae scamething mans. The gar-
den suburt was marketed not merely &8 2 meal-
esiate development, but us = way of fife, &
Distinguished Expecimen in Fine Living.” &=
one adveriisemeni for River Oaka read.

The garden suburb was not an inventios of
the: 1920s. Alarmc Heights, begun outside San
Anionio e 1890, was the first garden subuch in
Texas, wad Highiand Park, River Crest in Fory
Whorih, and Teme!l Hille oviside Sex Antonio sl
prsdated the 19208, B it wee during the des
nﬁbMﬂmf%EﬁwM@MMﬁ-
mmmmmmﬁﬁm
Buﬁtinthwnwuamtypmfmm&f-
fered from the pillared Colonial Revival hoeses
charscieristic of the teenz, Called the “country
house™ (although it wes more s to be built in
& geuden suburb than on & rural esiale), it wee
inimnded as & grecious domestic haven rathes
em 9 s=ni-pulblic showplase.

2

Aderpumie venoleion sad o aew concerm Tor
Sy peivacy snpuiled weversl distinetive sl
mre expeneiie, ecavse ey alivwed the ma-
jor meome o be onigassd (o e v of e prop-
mmwmmw&s@mﬂm
mresne. To (acilimee venblation, sued houses
weat o provide the msximun: romber of south-
longer dimension of the bouse parsiieled the
strest. This conjunciion of attribuies resulied iz
ﬂiemhimfot'dmm soreet fagedes on
amm@nummmwm
arrangement, even though placing mejor living
wooms Al e ek of the wopesty revemed ioag-
suEndiing comveniion,

Oics the grosaic “backyanc” bad beey sle-
yaed 3 the Donofic “ganden,” landacape de-
sign becsrms  critical face for congldenration.
Axinlly aligrest Dot unegseotatious gasser by
s, directly acosssibile from living roomms by
way of siope- o5 wick-prved iesaces, were feo
mmmmm esgily &y -
MW for solesteining. The oommmunily
mafmefsmmmmyg
tremting Jrenit lewne 98 & continuous field of
green, unobstracied by walls, fences, or hedges,
which ofter were explicitly proscribed by deed
restriciions. As wiih the srchiteciurelly com-
posed sureet firond of the coumnry Tiouse, this en-
sibbed the visus) bresdih snd continuity of e
neighiorhood o be pressrved withou diminish-
ing peivacy. 4 is thie deft balance betweer the
sonfticsing desiess for fami’y peivacy and oom-
munlty idenEity e achiscomre snd landscape
Toods auck marvels of teet, subtiety, and inge-
awiny. The exquisite sensation of weli-being thet
mﬁwwmmmmm
andl harmonious pi cam inatill makes
&mmhm ganden suburbs re-
mazkable: srehilecrs] achievemnents.

Presecving the ilugion of kistomiesl period
sonsiseemey withow disrpiing sxpecieions
shoui copveniencs, comfos, s effickend serv-
lzing was another dexterously manipulated sc-
compliskawent of the bess of thess houses. [n-
e, fhey were 85 prrsussive 88 works of far-
MMMMMMaMEm
m&%mmmm T
pesruE S0 BEE. Mvﬁmitgwumm-
mask of Johm F. Steub, Houston’s foremeoet
counfry-ivouse architecy, as welll az H. B. Thom.

Ty Avechisees biarch -dpe) |58
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Medical Arts Building, San Antonio, 1926: free-style got

hic

.
The irregwlarly octagonal Smith Young Tower of 1929 in San Antonio, by Ayres and Ayres, combines

gothic and art deco decoration,
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The lavishlv detailed ground-floor spaces of Alfred C. Finn's Gulf Tower in Houston of 1929 show how ornament and structure were unified in the art deco style




and terra-cona details articulate the base of









by Chris E. Petrash

Warehouse #1,7
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In Which a Houstonian Considers Helping His City Create an Experienc

By Donald Barthelme

or lese powerless, doesn't have miuch to a8y

about the city that summounds him. This disen-
framchisemient iz mot the result of a plot or cabal, It's
the resuli of ceding power 1o the experts, whether
ihey are expente in design, finance, or simply busy
Desvers who “get things done.” Is light rail better fior
Houston than heavy rail? I don't kmow; [ could read
gl of Metro’s surveys and still not know. The citizen
is asked to decide things be iz not in 8 positicn to de-
cide. My instinct iz thal heavy rail is appropriate to
New York, Moscow, Paris, London, snd Tokyo,
probaliy not Houston, but instinet s all |'ve got.
Here is where the tattered cliché, *T don®t know about
ari but | know what [ like,” iskes om fresh meaning,
The citizen ie zlmost by definition s non-expert; we
are lucky if he knows what he likes.

This points o & considerable anomaly in the plan-
ning process, The planners don't want me 1o vole on
light vz. hesvy reil becavse | don’t know enough—I
haven’t studied the guestion, [ am an uninformed and
thus unintelligent voler. Yet they are forced by law 1o
whmmaémcmmsmmm even though 1 go to the
ooz, if | | 8%, wesrFing » dunce cap. 'M et WM -
the m bt it ihe oAl CoursE m &NE CHM-
paigns mnot of education but of persassion: the expens
haye already decided whag iz good for me and they
want me 1o vole in such & way as to facilitate this pre-

The sticking point here i3 ihe quality of the expents.
Are they good experts or lousy superisT We have the
same problem in terms of the nation’s business,
which we cede to the Congress, the executive, and the
courts, The Congress, expert in all manner of things,
does much thet [ don’t want it 10 do, including the
creation of the $2.3-twillion deficit as of August [987
and the move 1o cut Social Security inflation adjust-
ments for old people—neither of them things 1 want,
both done in my name and endorsed by bastalions of

T he cifizen, in reiation lo urban design, iz more

experts. What one does not, in general, hear iz Philip
fohnson desouncing one of his own projects, [az he
did while taking part in & session recorded for The
Charlotiesville Tapes] sz “twe million goddummn
sauare feet that should mot be buili in this part of Bo
ton.” In other words, | like my experts confused, un-
cevtain, even fearfial,

Ir: berme of the politicsl estabilishment’s contribu-
tion to the process, it's & little much to ask that the
mayor and city council of eny very large city be
architects or aesihieticiane, This kind of problem iz
usually defegaied 0 & City Mlanning Cormmission,
wikich is vsually prety well toothless—I don't mean

just here, but everywhere. In the 19th century, Napo-

o [N famously gave Baron Havssmann sll of Pari
fior hie canvas, and the boulevands, parks, and vistas
that resulied sre one of the glories of Westem civili-
zation. Can you imsgine & City Planning Commissi
that hes the power of condemnation, as Haussmann
had? Well, no, and perhaps it would be unwise to
sgein give mere morials such vast powers, If they'd
been given to Le Corbusier in the 19350, would his
siufl have worked? | think not.

How much planning is healthy? Many theorists ar-
gie for lesving things slone. To the very fashionable
srgumeni thal the best planning is no planning. I my
enter 8 dissent—some planning, | think, iz better
no planming. What iz w0 be avoided is any son of to-
islization, any sort of messianic dream. Albert Speer,
Hitler’s mrchitect of cholcs, iz what we don't want,
Let the planners plan the left leg, the right shoulder,
the pancress, and possibly an esr—and forbid the
of the civic carpus o them.

Let me cite 10 sreas of Housion that 1 think have
been done well, & list by no means exhaustive, and
congider which part of 2 four-pan equation has beea
operative in each case: (1) The Rice Campus, includ-
ing the area from Hermann Park Zoo io Holcombe
Bovlevard, but excluding the Medical Center; (2) T
Museum ares, including North and South Bouley.

7
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BOWMAN TILE SUPPLY

Serving the entire state of Texas

Houston713) 462-2358 / 462-1390

San Antonio: (512) 653-8337
Dallas: {214) 905-8070

Perhaps only FIANDRE
duplicate the quurlous
sheen of granite in a polished
ceramic tile.
The beauty and prestige of
natural granite without
high cost. The strength to
withstand constant use,
harsh environments, water

absorption, staining and fire.
Harder than granite, yet
every inch as attractive.
Polished tile so strong, so

beautiful, it deserves the
name CERAMIC GRANITE

11|

H In the US.A. and Canada: TRANS CERAMICA LTD., P.O. Box 795, Elk Grove Village, IL 60009 phone 312/350-1555

Circie 43 on Reader Inquiry Card
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Look for full rules and entry

forms in the May/June 19
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GLASS
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CALL

Houston (713) 644-1751
Dallas (214) 358-1070

e Many distinctive patterns
e Immediately available
o Competitively priced

Houston Showroom: 3637 West Alabama
at Timmons Lane, S 90
Houston, Texas

Dallas: 6115 Denton Drive
Suite 105, Dallas, Texas 75235




IS YOUR WORKERS’
COMPENSATION INSURANCE
CARRIER PLAYING WITH
A FULL DECK?

1-800-854-0481 Toll Fraw




To Subscribe

Complete and return the
adjacent subscription card
1o Join & growing reader
ship interested in the built
environment of Texas

For More
Information

Ve invite vou to obtain
nore imtormanon about
he products and services
idvertised in this Issue ol
lexas Architect by utihz
ng the adjacent Reader
nguiry Card. To take ad
antage ol this convenient
ervice
(1) Circle the number
n the reader inquiry card
hich Ll.'Tf\"\["l'”LI‘\ 1o the
umber at the bottom ol
advertisement

(2) Fill in your name

id company address on
¢ card

(3) Detach and mail 1o

Card 1s postage-pmd

d pre .!lin!u‘wcnf

(4) We will forward a
py ol the card o each
Iveruser whose number

w have circled

o = Pl St
TexasArchitect




~0S

e
N

I | = t % 3
bl = A P
L |

(A
! = _J[EQ
o =
- = (
th = =tn
d a55
w0 0
|

Subscription
Card

Reader
Inquiry Card

Reader
Inquiry Card




Keystone...a retaining wall
system that's easy to install, good
looking and economical, too.

IAFTER/ALA

ELRART |

By utilizing high-density precast
concrete modules and unigue high-
strength fiberglass pins, a perma-
nent wall can be constructed
without mortar, skilled labor.a 4
poured footing or mechanical
equipment. This means a .
Keystone retaining wail can
be constructed in haif the
time of other wall systems

For maximum design  '%§
freedom, the 18" x 8" x 24" stand- ~
ard module and the 18" x 4" x 12°
mini module come in a variety of colors and face patterns
Angled sides of 30° make them easy to use for both concave and convex |
walls, even with the tightest radii,

PO Box 6396 « Tyler TX 75711 - 1-B00-233- 8686




NOW TWO CONVENIENTLY
LOCATED STORES . . . St mean

MILLER

BLUEPRINT CO. DOWHTOWN
501 WEST 6TH ST.
Austin, Texas
(512) 478-8793

.. . TO SERVE BETTER THE
AUSTIN PROFESSIONAL!

\‘ ONS

Nivk Coarutrey

| |
| |
| coleim i Cavenant Presbyterian Church, ABOVE, Baker &
‘ | Bouts office. BELOW, and Steelcase/Stow & Davis




We’v nailed down the facts
to help you nail a great project.

E_j—]l These labels on
l"' lbul' dies of red cedar

shingles or handspiit

i shakes are your guaraniee
I% of bureau-graded qually.

pesme) Insist on them,

—— — —— — — — — —— — — — — — —— — — — — ——

Red Cedar Shingle & Handsplit Shake Bureau

Suite 275, 515-116th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98004
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“Butler Brick since 1873."

Elgin-Butler structural glazed brick and
tile Is an impervious, durable, molsture-
prool wall material exceptionally well
suited for applications requiring
cleanliness. low maintenance and
permanence.

Typical installations include: hospitals,
correctional institutions, schools, locker
rooms, gymnasiums and swimming pools,
restaurants, food processing plants, office
and commercial bulldings, manufacturing
plants, laboratories, water and sewage
treatment planis

High-temperature-fired, the ceramic
surface Is an Integral part of the structural
unit. Rated non-combustible and non-
loxic, No painting or other surface
treatment is needed. These unils resist
abuse in many forms, including stains,
acids, marks and scratches, and are
available in a variety of colors,

For new construction or renovation,
consider the advantages of Eigin-Butler
structural glazed units for clean, durable,
beautitul walls that will last and
last and last.

Check the Yellow Pages for our
nearest sales office, or phone us today for
complete information.

‘%

Elgin-Butler Brick Company
P.O. Box 1947

Austin, Texas 78767

(512) 453-7366

Over a century of family craftsmanship,
pride and accomplishments.
Circle 101 on Reader Inquiry Card




A case in point is Dana Point Resort, California, !
dominating a bluff above the marina, commanding 1]
indelible, crystalline Pacific views. !

Cape Cod—Victorian architecture midst 42 acres of lush gardens.
With pools, tennis, complete health club and gym, Dana Point Resort is .
destined for international attention—and affection.

A genui‘ne Lifetile roof in a special color complementing Pacific sunsets and this
building of uncompromising quality. Lifetile. High density, extruded concrete tiles that
grow stronger with age, are maintenance-free and meet Class A requirements for fire safety. . B

Congratulationsto H NT B Architects, Los Angeles, for their intelligent choice and this project of sig- & |
nificance and lasting beauty.

Fremont, CA 415/657-0414
Stockton, CA 209/983-1600
Casa Grande, AZ 602/ 265-3963

L'FET'LE " Houston, TX 713/371-2634

BORAL CONCRETE PRODUCTS. Inc. San Antonio, TX 512/626-2771
Fire-safe Concrete Rooftiles Lake Wales, FL 813/667-9405

Rialto, CA 714/822-4407

Circle 100 on Readler Inquiry Card
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