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CELOTEX BUILDS AS
IT INSULATES—SAVES
MONEY FOR CLIENTS

Architectural circles from coast to
coast are interested in the house-
building promotion featured in
“Life” for September 26th, and in
this issue of “Architectural Forum.”

One of the comments frequently of-
fered bylaymenhas been that the plans
look too expensive to be built by the
income groups indicated. But those
making such commentsareunaware of
many savings in modern planning—such
as the use of Vapor-sealed Celotex, the
modern insulation which “doubles’” as
structural building material.

By specifying Celotex Vapor-seal
Sheathing and Vapor-seal Lath, you
give clients adequate insulation scien-
tifically safeguarded against vapor
condensation. Both materials do double
duty—one as insulation and sheathing,
the other as insulation and plaster base.
Both are permanently protected
against termites and dry rot by the
exclusive, patented Ferox Process.
And both are guaranteed in writing
for the life of the building!**

Low cost is assured by the double-
duty feature, which reduces to a mini-
mum the actual net cost of effective
insulation.

**When issued, applies only within the boun-
daries of Continental United States.

THE CELOTEX CORPORATION
919 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILL,

Sales Distributors Throughout the World

CELOTEX

BRAND INSULATING CANE BOARD
REG. U, 2. PAT, OFF,

VAPOR-SEAL
INSULATING LATH

VAPOR-SEAL SHEATHING

*Approximate net cost, in place, based on average material and labor costs.

Copyright 1933, The Celotex Corporation
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THE
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM

announces the inclusion of

The
ARCHITECT'S
WORLD

as a regular feature

and the appointment of
Henry H. Saylor,
recently publisher of
The Architeet’s World
and formerly editor
of Architecture, to
THE FORUM’S editorial staff.

*

LIFE HOUSES 312

Presenting four modern and four traditional house de-

signs for modern living, by eight distinguished architects.
Planned for four typical families selected by LIFE, with
incomes ranging from $2,000 te $10,000 per year, the
houses are shown with plans, elevations, interior per-
spectives, architects’ comments and clients’ criticisms.

Houses for $2,000 - $3,000 income 313

by Architects Edward D. Stone and Richard Koch.

Houses for $3,000 - $4,000 income 321

by Architects William Wilson Wurster and H. Roy Kelley.

Houses for $5,000 - $6,000 income 3N

by Architects Frank Lloyd Wright and Royal Barry Wills.

Houses for $10,000 - $12,000 income I

by Architects Harrison and Fouilhoux and Aymar
Embury, II.

HOUSES UNDER $10,000 349

25 case studies of outstanding recent residential work in
an increasingly important price class.

PRODUCTS & PRACTICE 399
Vapor Lamps: more light at lower cost. Mercury vapor
... Carbon Dioxide . .. Sodium Vapor .. . Fluorescent

Lumiline . . . Luminous Tubing.

BUILDING MONEY 405

Analysis of Red Hook Houses' $4 million reduction in
costs ... U. S, Steel Corp., a landowner and a salesman
. . . Mortgage Bankers Assn.'s 25th Annual Convention
... Modernization of a Seattle commercial building . . .
A five-year plan for small-town expansion . . . Phila-
delphia’s lowest cost house and its subdivision . . . Charts
. .. Small home cost index . . . Hurricane damage.

MONTH IN BUILDING 2

THE ARCHITECT'S WORLD 17

A digest of architectural thought, here and abroad.

THE DIARY 2

Observations from an individualistic viewpoint.

FORUM OF EVENTS 26
Goucher College Competition awards . . . Chicago
Chaper's Dinner Meeting . . . Architectural News High-
lights.

LETTERS - _ 42
Elbow bending ... Competitions cont'd . . . Upstanding
house.
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THE MONTH IN BUILDING

VOLUME

PERMITS (August) ......... $157,001,664
Residential ............ 86,111,727
Non-residential ... .. ... 43,501,089
Additions, repairs ...... 27,388,848
July, 1938 ............ 162,198,188
August, 1937 .......... 139,766,949

Source: U. 8. Dept. of Labor

CONTRACTS (Sept.) ......... $300,873,000
Residential .......... .. 99.547.,000
Non-residential ........ 91,997,000
Heavy engineering ... .. 109,329,000
August, 1938 .......... 313,141,000
September, 1937 ....... 207.072,000

Source: F. W. Dodge Corp.

Having apparently reached the year’s peak, building permits and contracts both have
begun their seasonal declines, but continue at levels well above those of last vear, Thus,
the 8157 million volume of Permits issued in August was 8 per cent below the preceding
month but 12 per cent above the total for August, 1937. Residential permits dropped
4 per cent during the month, but were 60 per cent above the August 1937 figure.

Contracts awarded in September totaled $301 million, were 4 per cent under those
of August, but 45 per cent above those of September, 1937, Decreased heavy engineer-
ing during the month was offset in part by increased construction in the non-residential
classification. The number of residential contracts varied less than $200,000 between
August and September, stood at $100 million.

Note: Month ago, a Department of Labor adding machine miscarried, reported an extra $36 mil-
lion in July residential permits (Awcu. Foruat, Oet. 1938, pp. 2 and 310).
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BLIGHT CURE. A down-at-the-heel
neighborhood unfortunately does not stay
that way: it soon becomes a slum. Ob-
vious method of stopping such a retro-
gression would be for all the occupants
to cooperate in repairing and recondition-
ing. Lacking, however, has been a guide
and stimulator, also the funds with which
to do the work.

Last month the Home Owners Loan
Corporation set out to be such a guide
and stimulant. Technique was 1) to
choose a guinea pig area, 2) to survey
that area, determine what was needed
to secure residential values, 8) to prove
by means of scientific appraisals how the
owners would benefit, and 4) to use the
acquired data in convincing those owners
that they should spend their money.

Area chosen was the Waverly Village
district in Baltimore that embraces 50
city blocks and includes about 1.600
homes. Although comparatively old, this
section includes block after block of new
homes; and all bordering residential areas,
save one, are high in property value.

HOLC’s survey will be carried out in
cooperation with the Works Progress Ad-
ministration, Baltimore’s Housing Author-
ity and local real estate groups. Cost will
be about $25,000, and hope is that WPA
will foot the 814,152 wage bill.

Benefits of this program will accrue
to other than home owners. Not entirely
altruistic in motive, HOLC will benefit
from the increased value of the property
it owns in improved areas. Also, mortgage
security will be improved, and mortgage
companies will find an outlet for addi-
tional funds, Although the success of this

program still lies in the future, rumor
is that several other cities are consider-
ing similar surveys, among them New
Orleans and Memphis,

BLANKET INSURANCE. When a
building goes up everyone responsible for
it has a lot on his mind, and a lot to
worry about. Consequently, the monthly
reporting type of fire insurance is a nuis-
ance, It is one thing more to remember:
and, if reports are not made, the owner
runs the risk of inadequate protection.

As a remedy, the American Institute of
Architects, and the Associated General
Contractors of America now offer a blan-
ket insurance plan covering the completed
value of each project during the course of
construction. Thus, if fire oceurs, the
owner will be automatically reimbursed to
the extent of loss. Application of the plan
will be limited to commercial projects, he-
cause residential construction is generally
covered by a permanent policy for three
to five years, beginning at the time build-
ing is started.

According to the report of the sponsors,
“The premium, applied to the amount of
the policy, will be 55 per cent of the ap-
propriate rate, taken for a period of one
vear. If the period of construction is more
or less, the premium will be adjusted ac-
cordingly. If the job is to run for more
than one year, the policy can be taken
out for the extended period with a reduced
rate for each vear after the first.

“It is a basic condition of the policy and
its adjusted rate that it is to be taken out
at the commencement of the work. This
means when the first material is delivered

T H E A R C H |

at the site. The adjusted rate is the result
of careful analysis of a considerable num-
ber of reports of progress payments show-
ing the rate at which the insurable value
was placed in the structure.”

Provision is made to take care of ex.
pansion of the project beyvond original
plans. The owner need only notify the
insurance company and pay an extra
premium to cover the addition. The policy
will exclude insurance of scaffolding, forms
and other equipment not a permanent
part of the structure; but, if the contrac-
tor so desires, a rider can be attached to
the policy indicating the estimated value
of such equipment and the premium in-
volved.

Such single policy insurance has been
approved for use in New Jersey, New
Hampshire, and the city of Baltimore.

USHA DOLLAR. For budget-con-
scious builders, the U. S, Housing Au-
thority, which on its first birthday last
month amnounced that about all of its
funds had been earmarked, has ground
from its calculating machines an estimate
of how much of those funds will go where,
to whom and for what: has thus followed
the lead of PWA (Arcu. Foruat, Aug,
1938, p. 4).

Totaling its authorized loans of %800
million and the additional $89 million
that must be anted by participating lo-
calities, USHA predicts the eventual re-
housing of 600,000 persons in 598.000
rooms in 148.300 dwelling units in about
150  communities. Scope of this slum
clearance and low rent housing program
is more clearly grasped when it is real-

TECTUR AL F O R U M



NO ONE EVER SANG IN
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BEFORE!

And is it any wonder? Of all the dreary,
drab bathrooms, Marge and Freddy's was
one of the worst ever. Then one day
Freddy's architect told him how very
inexpensively MASONITE PRESDWOOD
TEMPRTILE could provide gleaming, tile-
like walls. .. right over the old walls.

NOW IT'S A
DIFFERENT STORY

It's Sing Away Your Sorrows for
Freddy every morning. What man
wouldn't revel in this spotless
shaver's haven? Notice the bril-
liant indirect lighting arrangement
made possible by a durable offset
wall of MASONITE TEMPERED
PRESDWOOD.

THE MOST CHEERFUL ROOM
IN THE HOUSE . . .

That's Marge's opinion. And she's
thrilled at how easy it is to keep
the MASONITE PRESDWOOD
TEMPRTILE spick and span. Just
an occasional rubdown with a
damp cloth. The indirect light over
the tub is a joy for tub bather and
shower enthusiast alike. The light
bulb is protected from moisture by
an inner wall of MASONITE TEM-
PERED PRESDWOOD and frosted
glass panes set flush.

. . .

® In new or remodeled homes, you
—and your clients—will be de-
lighted with the smart, permanent
tile-effects produced by MASON-
ITE PRESDWOOD TEMPRTILE.
Your lumber dealer can tell you
about them. Or mark and mail
the coupon below for full details.

Copyright 1938, Masonite Corporation

————————— ————— i —————— —

MASONITE GORPORATION, Dept, AF-11, 111 W.Washington $t., Chicago, 111 |
Please send me FREE samples and full information about MASONITE
PRESDWOOD TEMPRTILE and TEMPERED PRESDWOOD.

THE WONDER WOOD OF A THOUSAND USES  Name

A MISSISSIPPI PRODUCT Address

! SOLD BY LUMBER DEALERS EVERYWHERE City S - _ State

e o o e ot e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e

THE ARCHITECTURAL Published mo nlhh by Time Ine. rv R Luee, President, Publication Offic "iu Ave. 8t,, Phila., Pa, Yearly VOLUME 69
FORUM A, Insular Pos 1z amnd Cuba, sl i, Foreign Cour the | s'. 0. Bingle issues Number 5

X al
il (unu Numbers, §1.0 nte d Class Mat tnr the Post tlmu m l‘uh .]nh]l Pa., under 1he Aet of
March I 1879, Additional mln at New York, N. Y. Copyright, 1088, Time ln[ Spiral Blnding U, 8, 1.41 Nos, 1516932 and
15142026, Other Patents Pending.
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THE MONTH IN BUILDING

ized that, if concentrated in one spot, it
would rehabilitate a whole city the size
of Milwaukee.

Of more immediate interest to Build-
ing. however, is what the program means
to Building. Percentage- and dollar-wise,
the meaning is this:

Land and demolition (15%) %13 million
Architectural services (3¢) 23 million
Building materials (38 338 million
Labor wages al site (206 2558 million

Contractors” overhead. profit (107 ) 94 million
Interest during construction (29.) 1% million
All other costs (89) 26 million

Further measuring the program’s mean-
ing for labor, USHA estimates the use of
269 million man-hours of direct labor, 40
million man-hours of indirect labor, the
latter figure being based upon the Bureau
of Labor Statistics’ one-to-one-and-a-half
ratio of direet to indirect man-hours,

For presentation of a development that
may happily require an upward readjust-
ment of some of these USHA prognosti-
cations, see page 403,

MORTGAGE TREND. I'roponents
of the argument that Government has al-
ready delved too far into private enter-
prise can now refer to supporting facts
and figures uncovered by the Twentieth
Century Fund, Thus, its Committee on
Debt Adjustment month ago issued the
statement  that through extensive refi-
nancing activities the Federal Govern-
ment now finds itself holder of more than
one-third of the Nations farm mort-
gages, about one-sixth of its urban home
mortgages.,

Furthermore, while Government's share
of mortgage holdings has been expanding,
the total volume, much to the consterna-
tion of mortgage men, has been waning.
During the past nine vears, the wiles of
Depression and Recovery have shrunk the
total U. S. farm and home mortgage debt
more than 18 per cent to about $25 hil-
lion. Dividing this debt into its compo-
nents, the Committee found that farm
loans reached a peak of 0.5 billion in
1929, then dropped to $7.7 billion in 1985
and continued their downhill ride through
1936. Urban home mortgage debt, on the
other hand, ranged from $13.2 billion in
1925 to %21.2 billion in 1930 to $17.1 bil-
lion in 1936,

NOMINATION. With photograph
and caption, New York City newspapers
announced one day last month that de-
sign and finance had taken another step
toward each other, that Architect Stephen
Francis Voorhees had been nominated as
trustee of the Bank of New York. More-
over, beeause the Bank’s quaint 1830
charter requires that the nomination of
a new trustee be “made public for three
suceessive  weeks in one newspaper of

]

general circulation and the State paper.’
readers of the legal notice eolumns in the
New  York Herald Tribune and the
Albany Times-Union became daily more
aware of the new nominee.

To 60-year-old Architect Voorhees, mem-
ber of New York's famed architectural
firm, Voorhees, Gmelin and Walker. pub-
licity is an old story; for a man is bound
to make the headlines if his career in-
cludes titles as President of the
AIA, Chairman of the Board of Design

.‘\'HI'II

Architect-Banker Stephen F. Voorhees

for the New York World’s Fair, Director
of the Merchants Association of New
York, Supervising Architect of Princeton
University, Chairman of Code Commit-
tee of the U. 8, Construction League and
senior partner of the firm responsible for
such outstanding works as 1 Wall Street,
the New York Telephone Company
Building, ete.

On November 9, 22 trustees who are
held liable by law for all loans and mort-
gages placed by the Bank of New York,
will vote on their proposed new colleague.
If the election fails to be unanimous, it
will be the first such ecase in the mem-
ory of living Bank-of-New-Yorkers.

AUTOHOUSE. Application for a
permit to build the thirteenth unit of
New York’s Rockefeller Center  states

that six floors will be devoted to auto-
mobile storage, thus underlines the op-
portunity for integration in so large a
project, as well as the needs that arise
when such a project is built. Sinee Rocke-
feller Center houses some 25,000 tenants
and accommodates 125000 daily visitors,
transportation and  parking space have
assumed  capital importance. Up to unit
No. 13. however. no more of a solution
had been found for the center than for

any other eluster of skyserapers.

T H E A R C H I

When the rumor circulated that the
only nearby parking lot—that back of the
Center theater—was to be built upon,
tenants had visions of leaving cars at
home. But Arvchitects Reinhard & Hof-
meister and Harrison & TFouilhoux had
other plans, designed a 15-story building
with three stories above the ground and
three below given to cars. There will be
for 800 autos—1450 more than in
the original vacant lot. Answer to the
major eriticism that ground floor space
has a more profitable use than car park-
ing will be found in the periphery of shops
that utilize the valuable street frontage,
hide the autohouse from sight. The per-
mit application lists the first four floors
as covering the entire lot: above them will
rise an eleven-story tower.

Since prineipal tenants, other than auto-
mobiles, will be a mew institution, the
Holland House Corporation, and other
firms having Dutch-U. S. ties, title of
unit No. 13 will be the Netherlands
Building. It is next to the last building
planned for the Center.

roonn

GARDEN PIONEER. Long hefore
the FHA was even an idea, Architect An-
drew J. Thomas was designing large scale
rental projects with such revolutionary
characteristics as low plot coverage and
gardens  (Arcn. Forvar, Aug., 1924, p.
61). Location of these projects was Jack-
son Heights, New York City; sponsor of
all of them was the Queenshoro Cor-
poration. Thus, it is small wonder that
when President Edward A. MacDougall of
the Queensboro Corporation planned an-
other garden apartment project and chose
Thomas as architect, Jackson Heights as
site, the FHA was ready and willing to
insure its $1,650,000 mortgage.

It will house 540 families, will cover
only 45 per cent of the land. Plans are for
six separate buildings of six stories each.
The choice of separate buildings rather
than long connected rows is an interesting
parallel to “The Towers,” “The Chatean.”
and  “Linden Court,” also in Jackson
Heights and from the Thomas drawing
board.

EARNINGS. Last month five of the
companics which supply building with its
materials  reported their ecarnings and
losses:
1938 1937

Atlas Plywood

(Year ending June 30) & 208457
Celotex Corp.

(9 mos. to July 81)
Cruocible Steel

(6 mos. to June 30)
Mueller Brass

(Year ending Aug. 81)
Pittsburgh Steel

(Year ending June 30)
*Net loss

% 495,188

278851 1.035.798

v

SH0.360% 3.000.707
65,086 1.061.823

242.004% 1.361.664

T ECTUR A L F O R U M



FORMICH
mm&é/m’y/éf/zry

KITCHENS and BATHROOMS

BRIGHT COLORS and

smooth surfaces that

stay bright and smooth are avail-
able for bathrooms and kitchens in
Formica. This material will stand up
on walls and tops for many years
without change in appearance. It
is thoroughly modern and easily
cleaned. It does not crack or stain.

The greatest variety of effects is
possible through combinations of
colors and by inlaying one color
over another or inlaying metal in
color. It is easily cleaned and is not
discolored by ordinary cleaning so-
lutions. Ask for Formica literature

showing possible designs in color.

ORMICA
THE FORMICA INSULATION 0., 4620 Spring Grove Ave., Cincinnati, 0.
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Koch's TRADITIONAL

§2,000 - $3,000 Income.
full color, 20” long, 8" wide, 5" high, with outline
floor plans, printed furniture sheet to cut out—>50¢.

HOUSE,

'I' Architect
Price for seale model,

4 Architect Wurster's MODERN HOUSE, $3.000

—$4,000 Income. Scale model in full color, 16"
long by 14" wide by &" high, with outline floor
plans, printed furniture sheet to cut out—75e.

Architect Embury’s TRADITIONAL HOUSE,
$10,000 — $12,000 Income. Price for seale model
in full color, 22" long by 9" wide by 9" high, with
outline floor plans, printed furniture sheet to eut
out—3§1.

Architects Harrison’s & Fouilhoux’s MODERN

HOUSE, $10,000 - $12,000 Income. Price for
scale model in full color, 23" long by 207 wide by
7" high, with outline floor plans, printed furniture
sheet to cut out—$1.

2 Architect Stone's MODERN HOUSE, $2,000 - 3
Price for scale model in full

£3,000 Income.

eolor, 12” long by 10” wide by 3" high, with outline
floor plans, printed furniture sheet to cut out-

-50¢.

14" long by 13" wide by
thmr])l:nns.priutudfuruituroshuutlur_-ul,nut-

Architect Kelly's TRADITIONAL HOT
$3,000-84,000 Income. Scalemodel in full ec
3" high, with out

5 Architeet Wills’ TRADITIONAL HOUSE, 6 Architect Wright's MODERN HOUSE, $5,(
$5,000 - $6,000 Income, Scale model in full color, =36,000 Tncome. Scale model in full color,

18" long by 8"

wide by 9" high with outline floor
plans, printed furniture sheet to cut out—§1.

long by 16" wide
plans, printed furniture sheet to cut out-

by 8" high, with outline fl:

FULL COLOR SCALE MODELS OF LIFE HOUSES NOW

AVAILABLE TO ARCHITECTURAL FORUM READERS

All over America families-who-plan-to-build are talking about LIFE HOUSES—the houses

designed for real families by 8 leading arcl

litects—presented in the September 26 issue of LIFE.

Thousands of these families are assembling LIFE HOUSES—in miniature—on the family

table.

. - Architects, builders, building manufacturers, real estate men.
of this building news on their customers and clients, are writing in for

sensing the impact
quantities, . . .

LIFE MODEL HOUSES ean be assembled by anyone in 10 minutes—no pasting, no cutting

—by following the simple instructions with each house. Each full color LIFE MODEL HOU

E

matches faithfully the original ideas of the famous architect who designed it. Each comes com-
plete with correct scale, outline floor-plans and sheet of printed silhouette furniture to cut out.

You saw LIFE HOUSES

men ... Embury, Harrison & Fouilhoux, Kelley

first in Life

- . . the real families they were planned for
. Koch, Stone, Wills, Wright, Wurster . . . who de-

. . the

signed them at LIFE’s request. You've checked all technical details in this issue of the Forum.
And now you know why LIFE HOUSES are “the 8 most talked about houses inthe U.8.” . .,

You'll certainly want to buy or send for vour favorites among LIFE’s MODEL HOUS

S—or

all of them—today. Really see them in their finished form. Check them against your own ideas

about utility and beauty in home-building.
they know about LIFE HOUSES—they'd like to tall: them over with

Talk them over with vour clients or customers—

you.

[To Architectural Forum readers who order models in quantities of 80 or more, LIFE offers a

spect

il professional rate on LIFE MODEL HOUSES. See coupon, |

USE THIS COUPON . . .

OR

GET YOUR LIFE MODEL HOUSES

AT THESE STORES

LIFE HOUSES
330 East 22nd Street, Chicago, 11,

for.... LIFE model houses,
each complete with outline floor plans and sheet
of printed silhouelte furniture to cut out. I am
checking the numbers of the houses you are to
send. Shipment postpaid. If models are in any
way unsatisfactory money will be refunded if
return shipment within 5 days.

I enclose . ...

L #T—1.00

O #&—1.00

total of 80 or more LIFE
the special professional rates:

I am ordering a
HOUSE models al

No.—#1 @ 40¢ ea. @ T3¢ ea
No. 2 @ 40¢ ea. @ T3¢ en
No.—=3 @ ea. Nt 27 @ Ti¢ ea
No——F4 @ 53¢ ea. No. Z8 @ Ti¢ ea
Send cash, check. or money order
NANIE e i mmaime e e m—_—
ADDRESS. .o

Irum & Anderson, Buffalo
& Co,, It ks
', Newark

Gus Blass Co,, Little Rock

Block & Kuhl Company, Peoria

Boston Store, Milwaukee

(Also co-coperating with A, Longauer
and Elton ultz Co., Builder,in L1

house cons tion at Dellwood Park.)
Burdine’s, Miami
H. C. Caj 1, Oakland

1,
Carson Pirie Seott & Co., Chicago
Also co-operating with Wm. Joern &
Sons, Builder, in LIFE house construc-
tewood Park, La Grange, 111,
rdson, Charleston
on, Atlanta
perating with Palmer, Inc.,
Builder, in LIFE house construction at
Oak Knoll.)
r Dry Goods Co., Denver
mporium, San Franciseo
[Also co-operating with Millbrac High-
lands Co., Builder, in LIFE house con-
it Millbrae Highlands.)
inaba
pringfield
eattle
with Ralph P. Jones,
Builder, in LIFE house construction at
Viewridge Addition.)
Gimbel Brothers, Philadelphia
(Also co-operating with John H.
McClatchy, Builder, in LIFE house con-
struction at Chatham Village.)
Gold & Company, Lineoln
Hale Brothers, Ine., Saeramento
John W
In LIFE h

(Also co-opers:

s¢ consiruction at

ser, New York, not zelling me

Harris Company, + Bernardino

The Highee ( C el

(Also  co-operating Denison &
Nutt, Builder, in LIFE house construc-
tion at Lyndhurst k Estates.)

D. H. Holmes Company, New Orleans

on, Birmingham

m Co,, Detroit

0., Kansas Ciry

. Pittsburgh

perating with Barone & Lind,
ng 6 LIFE houses at Baldwin

Homl MePhe
The J. L. Hu,

or.)

. Kennington & Co., Jackson
13 Kilpatrick, Omaha

Lansburgh's, Washington

(Also co-operating with Cafritz Const.

Co., Builder ‘E house construc-

tion at G rest

¥y & Co., New
) anchester, Mad
Jordan 1 1 Company, Bo 1
{Also co-operating Homer T,
Brown, Inc., Builder, in LIFE house con-
struction at Chestnut Hill.)

The May Corn ny, Baltimore

(Also co-ope ing with Property Sales
Co., Builder, in LIFE house construc-
tion at Greenwood.)

The May Company, Los Angeles

(Also co-operating with Gordon  J.
Rogers, Builder, in LIFE house con-
struction on land owned by Walter H.
Leimert Co. at Leimert Park.)

MeCurdy & Co., Rochester

Miller Brothers Co.. Chattanooga

Harbour Green, L.

co-operating with Harmon National
- also with Coumy Homes, Ine. at

ML O Nell Co., Akron

Pelletier’s, Ine., Sioux Clty

Petersen, Harned, Von Maur, Diavenport
Pomeroy” rrisburg

Pomneraoy
Powers M Minneapolls
Quackenbus Paterson

(Also co-operating with Reliable Home
Construction Co., B ler, in LIFE
house constructi at Teaneck.)

13, M, Read Company, 13 idgeport
Hikn-h".mulcr('u:nu:m,\-. Dayton

John Sehoonmaker & Son, Newburch

5. Sperry Co,, Port Huron

niss-Hirsel
Ihimer Brothe
0 CO-0Perd
Ider, in LIFE
enburnie,)

oungstown
Richmond
1 with Mare P, Will,
house construction at

Titehe Goettinger Co., Dallas
ik ott, Richardson, Erie
A mtman Co., Greensburg

BT
Charles vV, Weiss Co,, Rockford
(Also co-operating with Martin Hawk-
inson Co., Builder, in LIFE house con-
struction at Rolling Green.)
Whitney & Co., San Diego
(Also co-operating with H. L. Henbough
Co., Furnishers, and B. M. Torgerson,
Builder, in LIFE house construction.)
Wolf & Dessauer, Fort Wayne
Georze Wyman & Co., South Bend
Younker Bros,, Des Moines
The Robert Simpson Co,, Ltd., Toronto
T. Eaton Company, Ltd,, Montreal

Real Estate Corp.
White Plains, N. Y
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The Name Guarantees

Residence of E. . Kaufmann, Bear Run, Pa. Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect
THE MANUFACTURE OF THIS COMBINATION OF STEEL CASEMENT WINDOWS, AND OF THE
MANY OTHERS WHICH FORM SUCH ATTRACTIVE DETAILS IN THIS RESIDENCE, CALLED
FOR SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION IN OUR SHOPS - THE LONG EXPERIENCE OF OUR ENGINEER-
ING DEPARTMENT IN DEALING WITH SIMILAR PROBLEMS IS ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE.

HOPE'S WINDOWS INC,, Jamestown, N. Y.

N O Y E M B ER




BRIXMENT

ASSURES THE MIX
YOU SPECIFY

‘ >i JHEN you specify portland-cement-
and-lime for mortar, you have no

assurance that the proportions of your
specifications will be accurately followed
unless your superintendent is constantly
at the mortar box. . . The proportion of
lime may be increased for the sake of plastic-
ity or the mix may be oversanded. In either
case the strength of the mortar is impaired.

* +* The use of Brixment, however,
is your assurance that all mortar will be
uniform in strength and color and that
specifications will be accurately followed.
If oversanded, Brixment mortar works
short and, since there is no lime in the
mix, the necessary plasticity can be secured
only by using the proper amount of Brix-
ment. The proper mix is one part Brixment,
three parts sand — an ideal mortar for all
masonry. Louisville Cement Company,
Incorporated, Louisville, Kentucky. % +

T H E A R CH I TEGCTWURAIL F O R U M
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THE TRANE COMPANY (_;

Unit Heaters -

INCOMES FROM $2,000 TO $10,000
CAN ENJOY THESE HOMES

Life Magazine, in cooperation with the Archi-
tectural Forum, presents a distinguished series

of planned homes.

Trane Heating Equipment offers a new experience
in heating efficiency for each of these homes—a new
experience in comfort, and in savings in both original
cost and operation. For example, the Trane Con-
vector is the modern successor to the cast-iron radi-
ator. Low in cost, easily installed, highly efficient in
heat transfer, easily adaptable to any scheme of dec-
oration, it answers all the exacting demands of the
modern home owner.*

Supplying complete or partial air conditioning,
Trane Climate Changers are performing efficiently
and economically in thousands of homes and larger
structures throughout the United States. They furnish
true Air Conditioning, taking into account the six
vital factors—Heating, Cooling, Humidifying, De-
humidifying, Air Circulation, and Air Cleansing.
The services of the Trane organization and its 75
branch offices are always at the disposal of Archi-
tects, Engineers, and Contractors.

# Trane Convectors for larger structures—hotels, apartments,
hospitals, schools, industrial bu:ld:ngs—are adaptable to any
tvpe of steam or hot water system, Quickly and economically

installed, they provide ready heat at low cost and harmonize
with any scheme of decoration, eliminating the cast-iron

radiator.

Also TRANE COMPANY OF CANADA LTD,,

Specialties - Convectors - Climate Changers - Cooling Coils

Arch.: Wm, W,

S

Arch.:

Royal Barry Wills

Arch.: Harrison & Fouilboux

LACROSSE,
TORONTO,

Unit Coolers

WISCONSIN
ONTARID

Blast Coils

Unit Ventilators




Where Modern Materials Meet

THE VITAL ELEMENT

(Trinidad Native Lake Asphalt)

is “Right at Home”

The charming home of Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Allen, Houston, Texas, is one of the many modern houses pro-
tected with a Barber Genasco 20-year Bonded Built-Up Roof. Wirtz and Calhoun, Houston, Tex., Architects.

A Barber Genasco Bonded or
Standard Built-Up Roof belongs
on today’s modern house. For this
roofing, and no other, gives your
clients the age-old protection of
genuine Trinidad Native Lake
Asphalt — The Vital Element.
Trinidad Native Lake Roofing
Asphalt performs its functions as
thoroughly and efficiently as other
ultra-modern materials perform
theirs, It provides an unusual bal-

ance between adhesiveness and
cohesiveness. It retains its due-
tility and self-healing properties.
So capable is this roofing as-
phalt of resisting the damaging
effects of exposure to the weather
that Barber will bond built-up
roofs without requiring any addi-
tional protective surfacing.
Specify Barber Genasco Built-
Up Roofings for the modern
homes you design. Remember

BARBER Genasco

FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION

SEEOUR
| CATALOG IN

\ SWEET'S

PRODUCTS

them for civie buildings, office
buildings, factories and other in-
dustrial plants. In fact, insist on
Barber Genasco whenever your
specifications call for asphalt in
any connection. Barber will be
very glad to answer your inquiries
about roofing and other asphalt
uses on which questions arise.
BARBER ASPHALT CORPORATION

NEW YORK, N. Y. BARBER, N. J.
MADISON, ILL. CHICAGO, ILL.

Nationally advertised Barber Genaseo Produects,
containing The Vital Element, include:
BONDED AND OTHER TYPES OF BUILT-UP
ROOFINGS, MASTIC FLOORINGS, SHINGLES,
*Other Barber Asphalt Products include:
Waterproofing Asphalts and Fabries, Resatu-
rator, Resurfacer, Asphalt Protective Products
(Plasties and Liquids), Spandrel Beam Water-
proofings (Spandrel Cloth and Cement).
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SQUARE D MULTI-BREAKERS

IN THESE EHEE HOUSES

tional”

The home of today is an electrical home. It is essential
that building specifications include adequate wiring
for electrical conveniences.

The Square D Multi-breakeR is the first step toward
such adequate wiring. It controls and protects the cir-
cuits. It provides circuit breaker protection and branch
circuit switching for circuits up to 50 amperes.

Current is restored after overload or short circuit by
a simple movement of a lever. There are no parts to
replace. The breaker will continue to trip while trouble
still exists. Because it is non-tamperable, it insures
continued safety.

CALL IN A

Suggested Multi-breakeR instal-
lation for the RAMSEY “Tradi-
House ($2,000-$3,000
income group) designed by
Richard Koch: 4 circuits. 3 for
lights, 1 for spare. 29
outlets. Cost

For the CALVERT “Tradition-
al” House ($3,000-$4,000
income group) designed by
H.Roy Kelley:Electricrange.
4 lighting circuits. sll 50*

44 outlets, Cost .

For the BLACKBOURN “Tra-
ditional” House ($5,000-
$6,000 income group) de- .
signed by Royal Barry Wills: - e e e e D
Laundry circuit. Electric
range. Electric water heat-
er. 5 lighting circuits. 54 out-
lets. Multi-breakeRs in base-

ment and on first $2250*

floor. Cost . .

SQUARE ]

$9 50*

For the SMITH “Traditional” House ($10,000-
$12,000 income group) designed by Aymar Em-
bury: Laundry circuit. Electric range. Electric water
heater. 7 lighting circuits. 78 outlets. £3
4 Multi-breakeRs on 2 floors. Cost . . $345°

*No deduction made for equipment which the Multi-breakeR replaces

Square D Multi-breakeRs represent a very small
fraction of total wiring cost. To show just how little
money is involved in Multi-breakeR installations, we
have figured the wiring requirements for four of the
LIFE houses . . . providing for lighting and probable
appliances. We then show the list price of Square D
Multi-breakeRs for each installation, making no deduc-
tion for the equipment which the Multi-breakeRs replace.

Square D Multi-breakeRs are small in size, attractive
inappearance and can be installed in any convenient wall.

Ask any good electrical contractor for the complete
story. Or, write for Bulletin 543-A.

SQUARE D MAN

COMBANY

DETROIT- MILWRUKEE -LOS ANGELES

IN CANRDA: SQUARE O COMPRANY CANADOA LIMITED, TORONTO, ONTRRIO
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William Wilson Wurster

Direct., honest solutions—free from af-
fectation—have won national recogni-
tion for the work of William Wilson
Wurster. Featuring his work in its
May, 1936, edition, Architectural Fo-
rum said, “His houses not only have a
remarkable range of expression but. by
virtue of their adaptability to special
conditions, possess a strong local char-
acter which can today be found in the
work of few men.”

Mr. Wurster was born in Stockton,
California, and studied architecture at
the University of California. He has
traveled in Hawaii, the Philippines and
the Orient, and has lived in Europe and
New York. His first work in America
was in the San Francisco office of John
Reid. In 1926 Mr. Wurster opened
his own office in San Francisco. One
reason for the wide acceptance of his
work is that he never feels he must put
over a given expression.

OUGLAS FIR PLYWOOD is one

material that places few limita-
tions on the architect. It is practical for
both exterior and interior use. And it
combines the unusual strength of cross-
grained lamination—light weight—low
cost—and the labor saving advantages
of large panels.

Specify Douglas Fir Plywood for
wall and roof sheathing and sub-floors
in home construction. You'll add extra
strength and rigidity to the structure—
substantially reduce labor costs. For
interior finishing Douglas Fir Plywood
is adaptable to practically any use—
wall paneling, cabinet work, built-ins,
ceiling and walls of playrooms, ete.

Douglas Fir Plywood Concrete Form
panels allow the architect freedom of

_ expression in designing

. —‘ mass structures. They give

~ a smooth finish with mini-

| mum joints, sharply reduce

Flexibility of design possible with Douglas Fir Plywood

adds charm to the walls and ceiling of a bedroom
Wurster-designed home at Carmel, Calif,

N OV EM B E R | 93 8

in this

rubbing and finishing costs—and can
be reused repeatedly.

Stock panels of Douglas Fir Ply-
wood (3, 5 and 7 ply) are manufac-
tured in various thicknesses, as large
as 4 x 8 feet, and even larger on special
order. Standard grades include Wall-
board, Sheathing, Standard Panel and
Concrete Form. Special grades can be
obtained for any building and indus-
trial need, including hot-pressed, resin-
bonded plywood for permanent exterior
exposures.

Sweet’s Catalog contains complete data on
Douglas Fir Plywood., Our well - equipped
Technical Division oflers cooperation to
architects, engineers and others in adapting
Douglas Fir Plvwood to special problems,
and recommending the proper types and
grades to produce utmost serviceability and
economy. Address DOUGLAS FIR PLY-
WOOD ASSOCIATION, Tacoma Building,
Tacoma, Washington,



—for LIFE HOUSES and for ALL HOUSES

PATTERNED HARDWOOD GIVES MORE FOR THE MONEY

Patterned Hardwood is
popular parguet-type
flooring—the floor sen-
sation of the decade! It
gives more for the
money—a smart design
plus a finish superior in
beaury and durability.

PATTERNED HARDWOOD GIVES YOU...
—a dependable uniform hardwood flooring of high quality.

PATTERNED HARDWOOD GIVES OWNERS

—a maodern block design, individual and charming, a definite
aid to distinctive room decoration.

—a superior finish—the most durable, most beautiful hard-
waood has ever had.

—a wide selection of woods, grades and finishes to satisfy
every taste and fit every budger.

@ Patterned Hardwood Floors of Bruce
Finished Blocks are fabricated squares of

genuine hardwood flooring.

Scientific machine finishing, even to
waxing and polishing, makes floors of
Bruce Finished Blocks ready to use as soon
as they are laid. T'his factory finishing saves
time on the job—assures a uniform, durable

finish that retains its beauty indefinitely.

—a factory-finished flooring thar insures complete satisfac-
tion to your clients.

—a flooring easily installed over wood or concrete that can
be used in new and old homes, offices, schools, etc.

For LIFE HOUSES, for &// houses,
Bruce Blocks give more for the money!
The many features of this modern hard-
wood flooring are making it a favorite
with architects for all kinds of floor areas
regardless of size or price range. Let
Bruce give you the complete story. Just
mail this coupon.

E. L. BRUCE CO., Memphis, Tenn.

BRUCE PRODUCTS . ..

HARDWOOD STRIP MOULDING AND TRIM
FLOORING * SOLID BRUCE FLOOR FIN-
OAK FLOOR PLANKS [ISHES* HARDWOOD

E. L. BRUCE CO.
Dept. AF-11, Memphis, Tenn.

Please give me full details on PATTERNED HARDWOOD FLOORS.

BRUCE FINISHED DIMENSION * BRUCE P st e e A o R S
BLOCKS * YELLOW PRESERVATIVES THERE IS NO A8 e
PINE * SOUTHERN CEDA’LINE SUBSTITUTE FOR
HARDWOODS TERMINIX HARDWOOD FLOORS | iy . State- oo
14 T HE ARCHITECTURA.L FORUM



TO ATTRACT THE CROWD-
A MODERN L-OF METAL AND GLASS

SNOW_ meE -
N DW_ADFS

L

L+O+F Theatrefronts, the newest idea in modern
Metal and Glass, are individually designed to
suit the owner, the location and type of building
and any other condition affecting the theatre of
today. In this important way your L:O-F
Theatrefront will be “personalized™ to attract
the cream of the crowd to vour shows.

Characteristic of these new. individually de-
signed L+O+F Fronts and Facings are distinctive
beauty and brilliant light and color. both by day
and by night. These business building effects are

LieBeEY-Owens-Forp

Make certain your Vitrolite installation
is made by a franchised L+O+F dealer

produced with three basic materials all by
Libbey+Owens«Ford—all available from one
source. They are: Extrudalite—the new,
decorative extruded metal with patented. pres-
sure-controlled shock-absorbing metal sash.
Vitrolux — the exclusive L+O+F color-{used,
tempered plate glass that introduces luminous
color into storefront design, and Vitrolite —
the colorful structural glass.

If you are not completely informed as to the pos-

sibilities for L+O+F Metal and Glass

Storefronts

EXTRUDALITE + VITROLUX o VITROLITE

in new construction and remodeling projects,
writeus. Our Architectural Service Department
will gladly cooperate on any unusual design
problems. Libbey+Owens:Ford Glass Com-
pany, 1308 Nicholas Building, Toledo, Ohio.
For mirrors, L-0-F Palished Plate Glass, dear or in colors.

For display windows, L-O-F Polished Plate (lass.
For lighting, the new color-fused, tempered Vitrolux.,

Libbey+*Owensg+*Ford Glass Company
1308 Nicholas Building, Toledo, Ohio
Please send me Vitrolite Chart of complete
surface effects and ecolor range, also new
literature on L+O-F Complete Storefronts.

Name..............

Address..... ...

Gty oo State




UsG RECOMMENDS FOR LIFE

HOUSES PROTECTED AGAINST FIRE, WEATHER, DEPRECIATION

.

Richard Koch, Architect

i

Royal Barry Wills, Architect
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Aymar Embury 11, Architect Harrison & Fouilhour, Architects

Regardless of location, regardiess of architectural style or treatment, there are many fine USG materials
exactly suited to any one of the eight LIFE houses.

Yearsof research and development have made the United States Gypsum Company
well known for its Red Top Plaster, its Rocklath, its Sheetrock. Yet these prod-
ucts are only part of its line. It has developed, and manufactures, many other
fine building materials such as insulation, metal lath, acoustical corrective prod-
ucts, sheathing, and interior paint and decorative materials. In terms of a build-
ing, this range is from the basement to the roof.

The common denominator of all these products is one word—"quality.”” To
specify any or all of them by name is assurance to your client that youn are giving
him exceptional value.

In fact, the complete USG line is so extensive that the accompanying Construe-
tion Outline often gives you several choices of material for the same purpose.
The handy coupon at your right will bring you complete information about any

SUGGESTED
CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE
FOR LIFE HOUSES

FOUNDATION AND BASEMENT: Red Top*
Steel Basement Sash—Red Top Pressed Steel
Coal Doors—Red Top Junior Mesh Metal Lath
and Plaster.

EXTERIOR WALLS: Weatherwood* T & G
Asphalt Coated Sheathing—Gyplap* gypsum
sheathing—Red Top Expanded Metal Stucco
Mesh—Red Top Self Furring Diamond Mesh
Lath—Oriental* Exterior Stuceo in colors—USG
Cementico* Masonry Paint—USG* Asbestos-
Cement Siding Shingles.

ROOF: USG Asbestos-Cement Shingles—USG
Asphalt Shingles—USG Built-Up Roofing—USG
Roll Roofing—Weatherwood Roof Insulation—
USG Expanded Metal Concrete Reinforcement.

INTERIOR WALLS AND CEILINGS: Red Top
Plasters and Limes—Oriental Interior Colored
Finish Plaster—Red Top Keene's Cement—Per-
forated Rocklath*—Red Top Junior Mesh Metal
Lath—Red Top Cornerite*—Weatherwood Rein-
forced Insulating Lath—USG Resilient* Plaster-
ing Systems—Recessed Edge Sheetrock* with
Perf-A-Tape*—Wood Grained Sheetrock—
Sheetrock Panelwood*—Sheetrock Tile Board*
—Weatherwood Blendtex*, tile and plank—Red
Top Bearing Plates and Studs,

PARTITIONS: Pyrobar partition tile—Trus-
steel* Studs.

WALL AND PARTITION OPENINGS: Red Top
Metal Arches—Red Top Metal Casings.

INSULATION: Red Top Insulating Wool—
Weatherwood Insulating Board—Thermofill*
Dry Fill Insulation —Insulating Sheetrock—
Insulating Rocklath—Insulating Gyplap.

DECORATION: Texolite* New Principle Paint
—Textone* Plastic Paint—Duracal* Washable
Calcimine—Weatherwood Blendtex—Sheetrock
Panelwood —Wood Grained Sheetrock.

of these products.

UNITED STATES GYPSUM COMPANY AF-11
300 W. Adams Street

UpS
Please send me complete information on the products

UNITED STATES GYPSUM COMPANY | .. . ... .. ..

300 WEST ADAMS STREET . CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ]
I

Adidress. oo ovnn

*Trade-mark registered



THE ARCHITECT’S WORLD

THE BELLS OF RHEIN

The world few monuments
that transcend the matter which consti-
tutes them. They cease to be architectural
wonders, they become spiritual affirma-
tions. The passion that built them lingers
upon them and seems to sublimate them.
Rheims Cathedral is an act of faith in
stone.

First of all, an act of faith in God.
The whole gigantic structure is a prayer,
a psalm, a call from an harassed and suf-
fering humanity to the all merciful, all
powerful God hidden in His serene heaven.

But also, an act of faith in the destinies
of France. These Frenchmen of the thir-
teenth century, these blue smocked ma-
sons, these thousands of anonymous arti-
sans, microscopic on their lofty secaffolds,
knew that theirs was the honor of build-
ing the most beautiful monument in the
land, the shrine of kingship. and the sane-
tuary of the French nation for centuries
to come.

The collaboration of divine inspiration
and national consciousness gave us Rheims.
When in 1212, the archbishop. Alberie de
Humbert, unfolded before the architect
his vision of what was to bhe the new
cathedral the artist staggered. It couldn’t
be done! Two towers 260 feet tall! Three
thousand statues! Those ambulatories,
those flving buttresses, and that immense
nave! MWhere could the workers be
found to build this dream of stone? Where
the levers, the cords, and the pulleys?
Where the artists, the glass-workers, the
stone cutters?

possesses  a

I have often wondered if by chance T
accumulated a substantial sum of money
or had somehow acquired one, whether I
should have the energy and courage to
build myself a house or whether I should
take the safer course of buying an old
one, restoring it and furnishing it in the
manner of its time. To pose it more thor-

N Y E M B ER 1 9 3 8

By Pierre Lamure

Condensed from Légion d'Honnewr for October, 109505

To all these questions. the archbishop
answered simply:
us!”

And God and man built Rheims. Thirty
vears later, thirty short years, the first
Te Deuwm was sung within the walls of
the new cathedral. Thousands of unknown
laborers and artists, now sleeping in the
fields of Champagne, had created the
masterpiece of Gothie architecture. And
they were content with it. In their sim-
ple souls they knew it was pure and
beautiful enough for God to live n it,
and strong enough to defy the centuries
and to be forever the living symbol of
France.

“God and man will aid

*

Years passed. Years of incredible cour-
age and alarming nonchalance. Years of
glorious fury and shameful capitulations.
'I‘hl‘ IIII‘I)I]I(' hﬂll llli‘l('l'(] o1 th{‘il' {"l']”l'(‘ti\".'
head the crown torn from their king.
They had become le peuple roi, the anony-
mous, capricious inexperienced ruler of
their destiny. Bewildered, overwhelmed
by the dragon of Liberty that they had
unleashed, they used and abused their
power. Like a child playing with toys.
they amused themselves with forms of
government. They tried them all from
the military dictatorship of Napoleon to
the bolshevik interlude of la Commune.

But the eathedral remaimed. standing
in the middle of France. serene. tolerant,
rising  above political experimentation,
More and more with the years, it became

HOUSES FOR ARCHITECTS

By Charles Herbert Reilly, F.R.I.B.A.

Condensed from “Professor Reilly
Speaking,” The Arveliteets” Jowr-

nal, London, September 22, 1858

oughly let us assume there is plenty of
money to do either and to do it well.
Two of my architect friends have lately,
to judge from all appearances, been in
this happy position. They have houses in

ARE RINGING

identified with that part of France which
does not change, which remains anony-
mous, which works, pays, endures. and
prays. What did it matter if Napoleon
slept in the Kremlin and made Albania a
French prefecture? What did it matter if
Louis-Philippe carried a cotton umbrella,
if the Empress Eugenie imitated Marie
Antoinette, if the Third Republic changed

cabinets every fortnight. These things
were contingencies: those people were

passing shadows. The one thing which did
not pass was the nation, the millions of
Frenchmen, sons of those who had built
the cathedral and believed in the destiny
of their country, That was France eternal
and Rheims was her symbol through those
long troubled vears.

And now, after twenty-four years of
silence, a silence more eloquent than a
stifled sob. the bells of Rheims eathedral
are ringing again.

Now in the sky of France, angels are
singing again. The stars are shining like
tears of joy on the face of the night. In
the soft nocturnal hreezes, the hand of
God caresses the sleeping earth and makes
the poplars tremble with ecstasy.

France is alive again! France is alive
again! Her blood flows under the vine-
vards, the wheatfields and the olive groves.
Her heart. her old foolish and  tender
heart beats again in that miracle of stone,
of prayer that has
through centuries of strugele and suffer-
ing, like a fabulous four-rigger

and incense, come
sailing vie-
toriously on the sea of time.

live, and one has
chosen one method and one the other, and
hoth have done the thing supremely well.

Serge Chermayeft has built himself a
modern house. No one in his senses would
today build himself anything else. Yet
that needs courage and especially on the
scale he has done it and in the lovely

Sussex, where T now



landscape, where he has planted it, look-
ing south over gently sloping land to the
South Downs. Away to the right is a wood
into which he has scooped great glades
filled in spring with daffodils and now
with the long lines of mown turf. An oc-
casional silver birch has been left posing
its pale elegant stem against the darker
background. There, in a perfect setting
of the centuries-old-man-made English
landscape stretching out beyond his own
hundred acres or so, Chermaveff has
placed his “machine for living.”

It is. as one would imagine from such
an arlist, an extraordinarily elegant ma-
chine. a regular Rolls Royee of a house
as far as it goes, and that is further than
most new houses today. For his wife, his
two boys and himself and for his week-
end visitors, all assumed to be sun-wor-
shippers and nature-lovers like himself,
and for his hundreds of Saturday and
Sunday ones who motor over to talk and
play and to gather tips from his building
and its furnishing, it seems to me to be
perfect. Will it seem so to him in thirty
vears when he reaches my age? Such a
house with its high finish everywhere, its
veneered surfaces, its great glass sliding
windows, must never be allowed to show
its age. It must always look fresh and
new, vet one cannot change it every sec-
ond year as one can one’s car. Will Cher-
mayefl want the same machine at sixty
that he does at thirty?

*

I remember how sad T felt it when T
first saw my old master’s, John Belcher's,
house at Denmark Hill forty years ago.
He had built his house I suppose twenty
years earlier. It seemed, I remember, very
suburban and demodé even then. Yet 1
have no doubt in the Eighties, when it
was pult up, it was the newest thing, as
he was the clever young Chermayeff of
his time.

I passed the other mnight the famous
house that the great Norman Shaw built
for himself in Ellerdale Road, Hampstead,
and from the outside in the evening light
it looked too bad even for a boarding-
house. No decent person could stomach
its sham romanticism for a week.

Now for the real Georgian stuff. Basil
Tonides and his wife hought some time
ago a fine brick mansion of 1726 with
porticoes of 1810 standing in a lovely park.
It was about to be pulled down and the
materials sold. With the utmost knowledge
and taste they have restored it and filled
it with exquisite pictures and furniture
and china all of the same period as the
house, and they have enlarged and vastly
improved the gardens. They have done it
all, too, in such a way that you feel they
are thinking and living in the period, ex-
cept 1 suppose when they are using their
modern bathrooms. The result is more
than a museum because, except for their
own clothes, he and his wife live i+ he
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house as it was designed to be lived in.
His footmen almost do in their clothes
as well.

He has vastly improved the gardens.
He. too, has made glades, but they end
in antique statues or in copies of such,
not in Henry Moores or Zadkines. He has
made amusing little arbors where ladies
in silk paniers should be hiding.

One must admit it is an achievement,
that it has saved a fine piece of the real
wealth of the country and made it even
better. If Chermayeff has created new
wealth, as I think he has, Tonides has
saved and preserved something which was
vear by year getting scarcer and has given
it a new stretch of life. Both have done
well. Both are to be congratulated. Which
has done the better?

A GREATER A.L.A.?

By Arthur B. Holmes

PRESIDENT, N. J. CHAITER A.LA,

AND X, 1.

SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

From a statement made to the A LA, Committee on State Organization

The American Institute of Architects has
waged a splendid fight for the proper
development of our chosen profession
both within and without; it has main-
tained its ideals and has consistently
striven for the highest possible standards.
With this background, built up over a
period of more than 80 years, it has
arned its right to remain the outstand-
ing organization in the profession. I would
oppose any movement to supplant it or
dim its light by the formation of an in-
dependent organization which might usurp
its position as the acknowledged leader
of the architectural profession. But 1 feel
just as strongly that the Institute, in the
interests of self-preservation as well as for
the good of the profession, must recog-
nize the changing position of architecture
in the reorganizing social and economic
evolution of the world and adapt itself
to meet these evolutionary changes. It
must augment culture with greater vigor
and responsibility or pass into that fa-
mous state of “mmnocuous desnetude.”

Architecture remains a profession, but
more and more the architect is called
upon to enter the lists of business and
legislation. He must be a keen business
man, lawyer and entrepreneur. He must
be able to cope with such interests and
win out. To function effectively over such
a broadening vocation the Institute must
look at life through wide angled spec-
tacles, practically and without illusions.

How is this to be done? I am but a
critic and eriticism does not necessarily
imply constructive suggestions. However,
I submit the following thonght for what
it may be worth. It seems to me that less
radical measures might have but tem-
porary good results and possibly end in
the creation of an unwieldly structure
which would hamper its own practical
functioning.

I have always treasured the honorary
character of the Institute. T value my
membership in it. 1 feel that the present
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honorary recognition should continue to
be a basic part of Institute membership.
But I also feel that the Institute, to prop-
erly represent the profession, should be
all-inclusive. To achieve these two ends
I propose that there be three classes of
active memberships: two, shall we call
them Masters and Fellows, shall repre-
sent these now in the Institute and others
elected to these advanced degrees as their
eminence in the profession warrants; the
third class, Members, shall be the rank
and file of our profession, automatically
elected, possibly, when they have passed
the examinations required by the States
for registration as architects. Let the
present set-up of the Institute continue to
function practically unchanged for the two
honorary degrees, and build a broader
structure to include the vitally practical
needs and interests of the entire pro-
fession.

This comprehensive membership and or-
ganization would function under national
guidance, with regional districts, State or-
ganizations and chapters. Our present
Chapters might continue as organizations
of Masters and Fellows, toward member-
ship in which the Members would prob-
ably strive. This may savor of the strue-
ture of Masonry, but why not? The Blue
Lodge has ever been the training school
for the advanced degrees and their more
exclusive organizations within the organi-
zation. Some strive for these higher hon-
ors. others are content with the Blue
Lodge, but in either case they are as com-
pletely Masons as the most exalted holder
of the prized Thirty-third Degree and
their best interests are always paramount.
Leadership in Masonry requires a com-
plete understanding of the problems of
these humble Third Degree Masons, and
they are guided and protected by their
organization.

Such a structure would automatically
answer the problem of the State architec-
tural organization, the members of which
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would mainly form the nucleus of the
Members of the Institute. The organiza-
tion would take some time to perfect if
adopted, but out of the unification would
rise a powerful leadership of the entire
profession which would meet the chang-
ing needs of today—and tomorrow. And
the transition would be painless. While
the new structure is being formed the old
would continue to function, nothing we
now have need be destroyed. All we need
is cooperation, vision, wisdom and hard
work. Which, after all, is all we need in
achieving the Millennium.

With the development of such an or-
ganization the finding and training of a
Morris Fishbein, of salaried leaders or di-
rectors and the perfecting of the ma-
chinery of organization would naturally
follow. While of vital importance these
details are of subordinate character in the
development of the big idea. Regimenta-
tion, ves—the day of rugged individual-
ism in architecture is over. We must build
control through powerful organization if
the profession is to retain its identity.

*

We in New Jersey have been fortunate
in being able to organize somewhat along
the lines I suggest here. The New Jersey
Society of Architects, not affiliated with
the Institute incidentally, is led by the
New Jersey Chapter of the Institute, and
opens its membership to all architects reg-
istered and resident or practising in the
State, provided that they are ethically
acceptable. The Society has recently been
reorganized and has nine chapters through-
out the State. The officers of the N. J.
Chapter and the N. J. Society are identi-
cal. In fact, that condition was made
mandatory by several of the local societies
before they would affiliate with the New
Jersey Society, a healthy evidence of trust
in Institute leadership on the part of
groups of architeets, most of whose
members are not also members of the In-
stitute.

The situation in New Jersey is only
possible in localities where the territorial
jurisdiction of Chapter and Society are
identical, but it is an evidence of the prac-
ticality of the idea. The New Jersey
Chapter and the parent organization of
the New Jersey Society meet together
monthly and there has never been any
lack of harmony between them to mar
the relationship. If it were necessary to
segregate the responsibilities of the two
organizations I would say that the chap-
ter has jurisdiction in matters of general
and national importance, and the Society
is the organization which is recognized
by the State and by the public. Tt deals
largely with those phases of leadership
which have, possibly, been ignored for one
reason or other by the Institute.

Dissatisfied as we are in New Jersey
with the strength of our joint organiza-
tion, we have, nevertheless, been able to
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gain what are possibly the strongest regis-
tration and architeets’ practice laws which
exist in the United States.

Our dissatisfaction lies in the limita-
tions created by lack of funds with which
to expand our influence and help. The
New Jersey State Board of Architects is
doing a splendid work handling registra-
tion and examination of candidates for
registration and practice laws. Registra-
tion fees are used to meet this expense,
consequently we are freed from this finan-
cial responsibility. The attitude of the
architects toward the Board and the work
which it is doing is such that we are pre-
paring to advoeate raising the registration
fee to permit the Board greater activity.
But with our very limited financial re-
sources in Chapter and Society we are
unable to carry on effective group pub-
licity, to publish a journal or house organ,

or to do the character of eduecational work
among the architects of the State which
should be done. This condition we hope
to remedy, in part at least, when our re-
organization becomes more substantial
and the architects are in better financial
condition.

To summarize my thoughts: 1 believe
the Institute should yield to the changing
conditions and reorganize with a broader
scope than at present, retaining cultural
leadership. in the profession, retaining the
present honorary classifications and the
present scholarly leadership, but to this
adding a practical leadership of all the
architects, assuming responsibility for
their protection and well-being through
expansion of its endeavors to include the
business end of the profession, which in-
creasingly seems to threaten to wag the
dog.

ARCHITECTURAL COPYRIGHT

Excerpts from an Opinion by K. B,

Shelley, K. C,,

in the Jowrnal of the R.I.B.A., September 12, 1938

The architeet’s inherent rights in the pro-
tection of copyright laws differ widely
as between England and America. Here
in America the burden of registration
brings a very limited measure of protee-
tion; in England the rights of a creator
not only are automatically established
but rigidly guarded to a degree which
seems to us almost fantastic. Nevertheless,
as in other phases of the law, our own
safeguards seem slowly but surely to ap-
proach the patterns set and tried in Eng-
lish jurisprudence, and we may one day
have copyright laws such as are here out-
lined —Editor.

*

Much of the confusion that exists with
regard to the law of copyright as ap-
plicable to architecture is due to the at-
tempt to extract principles of law from
decided cases instead of concentrating on
the Copyright Act, 1911, itself.

1. Copyright subsists in, among other
things, every original literary and artistic
work. “Literary work” is defined so as
to include maps, charts, plans, tables and
compilations. “Artistic work™ is defined
so as to include “any building or struc-
ture having an artistic character or de-
sign, in respect of such character or de-
sign, or any model for such building or
structure, provided that the protection
afforded by this Act shall be confined to
the artistic character and design and shall
not extend to processes or methods of
construetion.”

2, The owner of the copyright is the

author, i.e., in the case of architectural
works, the architects, unless he is in the
employment of some other person under
a contract of service and the work is
made in the course of his employment. In
that case, unless there is an agreement to
the contrary. the employer is the owner
of the copyright.

3. Copyright is infringed if the work or
any substantial part of it is produced or
reproduced in any material form what-
soever, without the consent of the owner
of the copyright.

“Original” means merely that the work
must be the product of the brain of the
author and not a mere copy of some al-
ready existing work. In order to secure
protection the work need not be novel in
actual fact. In this respect the Law of
Copyright differs from the Law of Regis-
tered Designs, for a Registered Design is
rendered invalid if it can be shown that
the design was old, even if this fact was
entirely unknown to the author.

To take a few concrete cases:

The R.LB.A. conditions expressly pro-
vide that the copyright shall remain in
the architect. This is in accordance with
the general law which would apply if
there was no express agreement about
copyright. Accordingly an architect who is
employed in the ordinary way for a par-
ticular building is the first owner of the
copyright, whether the contract mentions
copyright or not. It is possible (though
unusual) for an employer to insist on a
special clause in the agreement, whereby
the architect is compelled to assign the
copyright to the employer. Apart from
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such a special arrangement the copyright
remains in the architect. If, however, he
is a salaried servant, the position is re-
versed. In that case the copyright auto-
matically vests wholly in the employer,
subjeet to any special agreement that may
have been made about it.

As a matter of law it is irrelevant
whether an architect endorses plans pre-
pared by him with the word “copyright,”
but by doing so he may prevent their be-
ing copied by someone who might other-
wise do =0 in ignorance of the law,

*

If an architect is told to design, e.g.. a
garage, and is given particulars of the
site, the accommodation required, the
workshop facilities necessary and all other
details and is further told that the build-
ing must be made as simple and as cheap
as possible, it is probable that there is very
little scope for any originality or display
of artistic ability, since practically every
detail is fixed by commercial and utili-
tarian  requirements. Nevertheless there
would be full copyright in the plans and
if these were copied, or if a building was
made from them, without the consent of
the owner of the copyright, that would
constitute an infringement. If a building
is constructed substantially in accordance
with previously prepared plans, there is
no separate copyright in the building it-
self, for it is not an original work, but a
mere embodiment of the plans. Since there
is copyright in plans, even if they are
wholly devoid of artistic merit, the fact
that the building erceted from them has
no artistic merit is quite irrelevant to the
question of copyright. The copying of the
building can be restrained because it
would be an infringement of the copyright
in the plan. Of course no mechanieal prin-
ciple or system of construction can be
the subject of copyright, but must be
protected by patents.

Anyone seeing a design for a shop front
hefore it is erected in a public place and
sketching it without permission would be
infringing the copyright in the original
design. After the shop front has been
erected in a publie place it is not an in-
fringement to make or publish sketches
or photographs of it unless these are in
the nature of architectural drawings or
plans. But the making without permission
of another shop front copied or derived
from the first would be an infringement in
either case,

If an owner of land has had erected on
part of it a cottage designed by an archi-
teet under a contract either in  the
R.I.B.A. Form, or making no reference to
the copyright, he cannot build further
cottages on the same plan without the
permission of the architect, even if the
plans are in his possession and belong to
him as documents. Tf a factory owner
builds half his factory with the help of
an architect and then employs another
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architect, whom he instruets to complete
the factory by following the plans of his
predecessor, both the factory owner and
the second architect would infringe the
first architect’s copyright if this were done
without the first architect’s consent.

If a consultant architect is employed,
e.g., to make suggestions with regard to
an awkward site, and prepares rough
sketches, these cannot be used as the
basis of detailed plans without the consent
of the consultant, who could restrain the
preparation of plans embodying the sub-
stance of his rough sketches and the erec-
tion of any building in accordance here-
with. Of course if the consultant were in-
formed at the time when his fee was
being arranged that it was the desire of
the employer to utilize any suggestions
that the consultant might be able to make,
it would he presumed that the consultant
took this into account when agreeing to a
fee and that therefore he impliedly gave
consent to the use of any sketch he might
submit. But if all that the consultant
was asked to do was to make suggestions,
nothing being said about using them, there
would be no such implication of consent.

In practically every case infringement
is proved by showing such a similarity
between the original work and the al-
leged infringement as cannot be explained
by coincidence. But the alleged infringer
may atlempt to prove that he has inde-
pendently produced his work, and. if he
is believed, no infringement is established.

It is no infringement of copyright. to
make or publish paintings, drawings, en-
gravings. or photographs, of any buildings
or structure, unless these are in the nature
of architectural drawings or plans.

Damages for infringement are theoreti-
ally such as will compensate the copy-
right owner for the diminution in value
of his copyright, In ordinary cases they
would be assessed on the footing that the
copyright owner had been employed in-
stead of the infringer. upon the usual
terms, in respect of the infringing part.

If a journal publishes a set of plans
without the author’s consent, every copy
of these is an infringing copy and is
deemed to belong to the copyright owner.
and he can recover damages from the
publishers.

An action for infringement must be
commenced within three vears from the
date of the infringement. In practice this
means three years from the date of the
completion of the building that constitutes
the infringement.

THE DUOMO

We cannot call the dome at Florence
cither Gothic or revived classic. The Faet
of external dome was Roman, the struc-
ture of this example made it resemble a
gigantic Gothic vault resting on eight
great ribs and sixteen minor ones, the re-
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sult was bevond styvle both structurally
and pictorially in its originality. . . . The
great curves swept upward to a delicate
pavilion which bound the whole together
and crowned it with a feeling almost of
aspiration. The enormity of the simple
mass might have been insignificant had it
not been for the splendid realization of
scale in the details of this pavilion and in
an arcade, masterfully conceived, which
was to encircle the base of the dome
itself. Brunelleschi did not live to see the
arcade finished. Tt progressed slowly and,
in another generation, Michelangelo, judg-
ing architecture by his own unarchitec-
tural genius, was offended by just the
delicacy whose contrast made evident the
massive scale. He called the gallery “a
cage for grasshoppers,” and from that day
to this it has remained unfinished —
Sewarn Huate Ratusex in “A Back-
ground to Architecture.”

THE GOOD OLD DAYS

Perhaps it is the journalist in Mumford
which has prompted him (in “The Cul-
ture of Cities”) to re-whitewash the Mid-
dle Ages—a curious and fascinating opera-
tion which takes up the first section of
the book. He finds the early Gothic town
articulate and expressive, unlike its co-
agulate successor of the Renaissance. He
is certainly right—in a sense. But had he
discovered that the Gothic town was a
distillation of filth and hysteria he would
also have been right—in a sense. Every
age re-creates Gothie in the image of its
own desires—The Architect and Building
News, London,

THE MARCH OF TASTE

Does a people’s taste regarding fundamen-
tals change. or is there a time lag between
the time we see a work of arl and our
appreciation of it? Hubert Ripley has
discovered in a New York newspaper of
July 1, 1875, the following comment on
Robert  Mills’ Washington Monument.
then unfinished,

“The appeal for a Fourth of July con-
tribution to the Washington Monument
will not amount to much. Public judg-
ment on that abortion has been made up.
The country has failed in many wavs to
honor the memory of its first President.
but the negleet to finish the monument
is not to be reckoned among them. A
wretched design, a wretched location. . . .
If the public will let the big furnace ehim-
ney on the Potomac flat alone and give
its energy instead to cleaning out morally
and physically the ecity, likewise named
after the Father of his Country, it will
better honor his memory.”
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A REALIST LOOKS AT HOUSING

By Charles P, Taft

Condensed from an address at the Sixth Annual Meeting of
National Associarion of Housing Officials, October 13, 1938

Certain groups who assert that their legiti-
mate interests as builders, landlords, lend-
ers or home owners will be seriously affected
by the carrying out of the present hous-
ing program, are organizing a new and
powerful campaign of opposition. It is not
only unsound but unfair to attack them
as selfish while ignoring their arguments.
It is high time that a real effort be made
to conduet a full and fair debate before
the public in every community on the real
issues involved. You gentlemen know the
facts, as vour round-tables demonstrate.
But vou must tell the rest of us.

The first claim of the opponents is that
tax exemption is diseriminatory, and is
unfair to the small home owner who is
struggling to pay taxes at the full rate
and to meet the payments on his house
as well as his ordinary living expense. The
argument is not sound, because tax ex-
emption is simply a device for paying a
subsidy. The real issue is, "Shall we have
a subsidy and if so how much can we
afford?” So far as T am concerned T would
prefer not to have tax exemption and to
appropriate each year for a subsidy, be-
cause housing does cost money and people
ought to understand that when they vote
for it. The alternatives are not housing
and slum elimination with or without tax
exemption. The true alternative is be-
tween paving what the slums are costing
us home owners now, and paying a sub-
sidy to reduce that cost by housing de-
cently the low rent groups.

What do the slums cost us home owners
now?

In Cincinnati we took a typical block
in our basin area containing three acres,
It is not a sample of our bad slums by
any means. We are not proud of that
block, but we can show you a lot worse.

The present cost to the taxpayer of
permitting the condition of this block to
continue is very large. It would be con-
servative to say that this subsidy is over
$4,000 a vear more than the taxes re-
ceived, or 87 a room a year. If vou take
the average apartment as having three
rooms, that means 521 an apartment a
vear. And that is the city’s share only,
not including schools or county services.

I say again, therefore, that the alterna-
tives which our taxpayers face are: 1) to
continue to pay %21 hidden subsidy an
apartment a vear, or more, for every slum
home, out of their city taxes alone: or 2),
to pay open subsidy, which will enable
a family to have a decent home where
the children can grow up an asset to the
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community, instead of in the midst of
delinquency, crime and disease.

How much of a subsidy can we aftord?
I am one of those reactionaries who even
now prefer to follow the biblical injunc-
tion to sit down and count the cost be-
fore going to war, even on the slums.

I believe the clearest way to count the
cost is to figure in terms of the subsidy
per family unit. Laurel Homes in Cincin-
nati is the PWA housing project which has
just been opened to occupancy. Aecord-
ing to the theoretical financial set-up the
subsidy of the U. 8. Government is going
to be about $250,000 per annum. Actually
the subsidy will be the current rate of in-
terest paid by the Government for its
money plus one-half of 1 per cent per
annum amortization, or close to $210.,000
per year. That means about $210 per
apartment per vear. The local subsidy per
apartment is $91 a year.

*

Can we afford that much subsidy. the
local part of which is more than double
what the slums cost us now in ecash out-
lay? Are the improved conditions of fam-
ily life and character and of health worth
that much?

My answer is, Yes, if you consider
Laurel Homes as a sample, an exhibit of
what will be done. If we in Cincinnati are
determined to finish the whole job, then
we can afford to pay that much for our
demonstration project.

To do the whole job in Cinecinnati we
must count on building 12,000 family
units for slum dwellers in the next twenty
vears, to rent for #25 a month or less.
The city of Leeds. England, almost ex-
actly our size, built 12,000 in seventeen
vears, contributing one-third of the sub-
sidy to two-thirds from the National Gov-
ernment. We can do it, too, if the National
Government continues its grants-in-aid,
and if we can reduce the cost. Our people
can't and won't pay $91 per apartment
per vear, and the job ecan be done for
less. We don’t need to pay scarcity prices
for slums.

We do need a careful reexamination of
what are really essentials, but we can’t
afford to give any extras if we want to
finish the whole job.

England in 1919 through 1934 spent
from the National treasury $65 per apart-
ment for public and subsidized housing,
The municipalities spent about half that.
It will cost us more than England, but

8210 per apartment per year for the Fed-
eral Government, and 591 for the munici-
palities is too high. American ingenuity
and mass production, even with high
wages, can bring it down.

The new campaign of the opponents of
public housing has seized upon a second
element in the present program and it is
high time supporters of housing realized
the strength of the appeal that is being
made to small home owners on this sub-
ject. I refer to vacant land projects “in
the suburbs.” as the opponents call them.
Actually they are being placed, in Cin-
cinnati for instance. in close relation to
the largest industrial areas of our com-
munity, but residential suburbs several
miles away are being stirred to excited
protest because those suburbs are said to
have many vacancies and not to need any
more houses. At a recent hearing before
our City Council Committee some of the
protestants admitted that none of the
-acant houses in those suburbs could be
rented under %35 a month and most of
them were $45 or more, while of course
all our slum clearance projects rent for
830 or less. But they reply, “Government
policies have changed every six months;
how do we know they won't raise the
rents and take anybody when they can't
fill them from the slums? Look at Green
Hills!”

Now Green Hills is our Green Belt
project of the old Resettlement Adminis-
tration, and at the moment it is admitting
families of incomes way above the U. S.
Housing Authority maximum, and is not
even requiring that they come from sub-
standard housing. I have been on their
Advisory Committee and tried without
success to get that requirement estab-
lished. The conduct of those projects, to
say nothing of the original plans of con-
struction, and the location in our case in
the open country six miles from the near-
est industries. does great harm to the
cause of housing in the United States.

So it is that the U. S. Housing Author-
ity and the local Housing Authorities
cannot too often say that the Wagner-
Steagall Act forbids them to build on va-
cant land except for slum dwellers and at
low rents, and that even if the law did
not require it, they would insist upon
those requirements. That means, as a mat-
ter of essential public relations, that the
present vacant land projects which are
under way nearly everywhere must be
immediately followed by slum clearance
apartment buildings in the slums. Fur-
thermore, when the slum buildings are
torn down the same families occupying
them ought to be moved into the new
vacant land projects as far as possible.

But I have not yvet faced the major ar-
gument. The opponents of housing say,
“Building in the suburbs is not slum clear-
ance: we are for slum clearance, but all
vou are doing is stifling private enter-
prise.” We answer, “We tore down 1,500
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dwelling units to build Laurel Homes, and
because it was too congested we only
put back 1,000: we have to build else-
where for the 600 displaced.” “Ah, hah!”
they reply, “but there are many vacancies
in the slums.” No, we say, there is a
shortage, and besides there is overcrowd-
ing and doubling up. They say, “How do
you know?”

Well, we are convinced of it. But there
has been no complete survey,

Wouldn't it seem sensible, when you are
planning a housing program at public ex-
pense, to find out how many dwelling
units there are at rents within certain
limits, and how many families there are
that can only pay up to those limits?
But so far as I know nobody started that
way. Now at long last we in Cinecinnati
have a WPA project to make a thorough
real property survey.

*

As we go forward with a complete pro-
gram of 12,000 units in twenty years, and
only put back 60 per cent of that number
on the same locations, the shortage will
inevitably become critical. We must build
on vacant land now,

Will such building compete with private
enterprise and stifle what all agree is our
best bet for recovery, a building boom? 1
am not one to sneer at such fears and 1
consider anyone very foolish who does
laugh at them. However, private enter-
prise cannot build houses to rent under
$30 a month. Yet fully 50 per cent of our
people can’t pay more than that. Tf we
keep our public housing project rents
down and permit only those with low in-
comes to live in them, how do we compete
with private enterprise, which can only
build for higher incomes?

The British began with vacant land
projects, as we should. It took them ten
years to get at the slums because their
overcrowding was worse than ours. In
Leeds they built 11,000 units in sixteen
years on vacant land before they touched
a slum, and they have 30,000 back-to-back
slum dwellings, something far worse than
anything Cincinnati can offer. Did that
stifle private enterprise there? No, for
private builders in the same period put
up over 15,000 dwelling units.

*

The real fact is that the opponents of
vacant land projects believe and have ad-
mitted to me in private, many of them,
that the slum dwellers should be taken
care of in the depreciated outmoded
dwellings of the economic level just above
them, and that the new building should
take place, as it has taken place, almost
entirely for the higher economic levels, T
do not say that to cast a reflection on the
opponents of housing, for they believe
that sincerely. But that argument will
never go down with the people of this
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country. It means that the slum dwellers,
like the end of a long line of marching
men, are always running to catch up.
The slums never do catch up, and that
policy will keep them with us forever,
The argument answers itself.

But the other arguments don't answer

themselves. They deserve thorough con-
sideration and careful answers where they
are sound, as in the matter of cost.
We must see to it that we find ways to
meet the criticism. We don’t want to
stifle private enterprise; let’s be sure we
don’t.

THE WILL ROGERS SHRINE

Condensed from “Our Foreign Correspondent™ in the Jouwr-
nal, Ropal Architectural Institute of Canada, May, 1938

Poor Will Rogers must be pacing the
Golden Streets bursting with heavenly re-
straint over his new memorial in Colorado.
It would have been such a perfect butt
for his earthly satire that it must have
been a particularly hard afternoon for him
last Fall in Paradise when “The Will
Rogers” Shrine of the Sun™ was dedicated.

Spencer Penrose, referred to in the press
as a Copper Baron, first approached its
architect, C. E. Thomas, of Colorado
Springs, with a photograph of the Tower
of London; but it was built rather more
properly after the style of a Romanesque
watch tower on the Rhine. As a piece of
architecture it is not bad and it is not
the fault of the architect that it now has
some added functions including a Chinese
art exhibition, a wild flower garden, and an
airplane beacon,

*

As it stands today it is a small, ecclesi-
astical-looking tower balanced on a sharp
promontory of Cheyenne Mountain and
surrounded within an irregular compound
by a crenellated wall. Tt is reached by a
fine mountain toll road which is, accord-
ing to Ripley, the most twisty in the
world and gives a magnificent view over
the prairies.

There is an arched entrance from the
road to the Shrine compound, through
which visitors walk on their way up a
path to the memorial building. The short
walk is enlivened by the presence of five
assorted antique Chinese gods and
goddesses, a bronze incense burner, an
Italian marble sun dial base without the
dial, a large Llamasery bell, several rustic
log benches, a small bust of Will Rogers
and two enormous six-ton stone Chinese
dogs.

The objets d’art outside may prepare
the visitor for the first glimpse inside Mr.
Rogers” memorial, for as the large bronze
Romanesque doors swing open there is
displayed a three-quarter life-size paint-
ing of a horse’s rump. On the back of
this horse is a bright red Indian, himself
well fore-shortened, chasing a buffalo up
a wrought-iron staircase, surrounded by

A R C H I

Jesuits on mules. The main room in Mr,
Rogers’ Shrine of the Sun has a marble
floor, a pointed concrete ceiling, plaster
walls and, except for the floor, is daubed
all over in brilliant colors with what the
guide construes as the history of Colorado.
Its main interest is, curiously enough, Mr.
Penrose, who is shown frontwards, back-
wards and as a young man: his wife, his
doctor, several friends, his big hotel, his
mountains, his pet elephant, his golf
course and other of his innumerable local
tourist attractions. The visitor looks in
-ain for Will Rogers. He came from Okla-
homa. So, perhaps, does the sun.

In the tower are three small rooms,
locked, with nothing in them, and an ob-
servation balecony, An electric beacon for
airplanes garnishes the top. In the base-
ment are several rooms housing the
World’s Greatest Noise, which are also
not opened to the public, but we wheedled.

This noise can be of any kind desired
and on still days can be heard ten to
fifteen miles away. Last summer, writing
from Basle about a functionist bell tower,
we suggested that bells were unfunctional;
little did we think we would have to eat
our quips so soon. Besides the amplifying
system, whose amplifiers belch through
an open area, about 30 x 12 feet, in size,
in the basement wall facing the plains,
there are three small rooms which house
the controls, a vibra harp, Westminster
chimes, and a gramophone. The chimes,
which are simple little metal tubes, fling
the time at the world every quarter of
an hour and are quite pleasing. The gram-
ophone and vibra harp play in the winter,
which is not the tourist season, only on
Sunday afternoons. A vibra harp consists
of metal tubes which are struck like the
wires of a piano under the direction of a
player at an organ manual, or automatic-
ally as in a player piano. It sounds like
a werewolf. The gramophone records
most popular are of the Hawaiian guitar
variety. In the summer more extensive
use is made of the system, even to the
extent of advertising attractions. As the
Japanese Emperor sardonically wrote a
short time ago, “peaceful is morning in
the Shrine Garden. . . .”

T ECTURAL F O R U M
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Thursday, September 15—Last night
Frank Lloyd Wright told a gathering of
real estate men some of the things that
are wrong with them and with all of us—
failure to use the ground, failure to apply
intelligence to the handling of our new
technologies, failure to correlate our new
technical knowledge with human values,
failure to keep education in step with all
things. In speaking with him afterwards
I was impressed by the fact that he pro-
fesses to realize the futility of speech or
indeed of most individual action—the tide
carries us on, There is a mellow philos-
ophy now overlaying Mr. Wright's mili-
tant individualism.

Friday, September 16—In a telegram to
one of our leading industrial designers
congratulating him upon the arrival of a
son, Lee Simonson added, “I suppose he
has chromium legs.”

Saturday. September 17.—An ultimatum
from Thomas H. Benton announces that
he will paint no more murals until he has
found an “architecturally perfect setting.
There is no use working your head off
adapting vourself to spaces that have no
value as frames for an expression in life.”
An ultimatum that is not surprising when
one recalls the cramped setting for one
of Benton’s best efforts in the attic of
the Whitney Museum, New York.

*

Sunday, September 158—Horace Trum-
bauer died today in his seventieth year.
Like a few other eminently successful men
in the profession, he entered it without
what are considered the advantages of
formal architectural training. Mr. Trum-
bauer left school at the age of sixteen
to become an office boy with the firm
of G. W. & W. D. Hewitt, His appren-
ticeship apparently was not a particularly
lengthy one, for when he was 24 he de-
signed “Grey Towers” a mansion for W.
W. Harrison which is now used by Beaver
College. Then began the long line of
great residences which spread not only
but

around Philadelphia, more widely
along the Atlantic seaboard. bearing
among others the names of P. A. B.

Widener, James B. Duke, George Gould,
James Speyer, Cornelius  Vanderbilt,
Herbert Brokaw, and Henry Phipps.
Probably his Harry Elkins Widener Li-
brary for Harvard and the sumptuous
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collegiate Gothic group for Duke Uni-
versity gave him special satisfaction.

Tuesday. September 20—Long experi-
ence has taught me that the easiest way
to acquire information is to publish a
declaration of specific ignorance. I have
no very clear mental picture of the dif-
ference between “isometric” and the re-
cently popular “axonometric.” Nor, I
might add, do the dictionaries help me.

*

Wednesday, September 21—1 have al-
ways envied those who live near Cran-
brook Academy, in Bloomfield Hills,
Mich., for having more than their share
of Carl Milles” sculpture to look upon as
they go about their work. That envy is
to be appeased soon, for Carl Milles is
now doing a sculptural mural in poly-
chrome wood for the lobby of our own
office building.

Thursday., September 22 —Trustees of
the B.ALD. are seeking layman support
for the Institute’s work. Yesterday they
elected to the Board Gerard Swope, presi-
dent of General Electric; Clarence Wool-
ley. chairman of the Board of American
Radiator & Standard Sanitary: together
with Albert Kahn. During the coming
winter one of the architectural judgments
will be held in Detroit under Mr. Kahn's
supervision—designs for a bus station.

Saturday. September 2} —At least once a
vear I regard it as a sacred duty to dwell
upon the enormous benefits to be gained
by the profession if only the brick makers
would adopt a standard in which the 8 in.
module might banish all of these complex
fractions necessitated by coursing tables.
Well, there, is an encouraging sign of
activity in that the American Society for
Testing Materials, through its Committee
C-15 on Manufactured Masonry Units,
has put to work a subcommittee on Modu-
lar Sizes for Masonry Units, and Frederick
Heath. Jr., father of the brick module
idea, is chairman.

*

Monday, September 26.—Dropped in to
Griffith Bailey Coale’s studio to see his
figures of “East” and “West” for the ex-
terior of the New York World’s Fair
Transportation Building. Mural painting

Mouny bl oot

has certainly been marching through a
metamorphosis. The painter in  many
cases, of which this particular instance
is one, does not put brush to the final
result. As the sculptor works, so does
the painter. developing his creation from
small scale sketches to larger scale, and
finally to full size pounces which other
men place on the wall, marking specific
flat areas upon which some one will apply
a numbered color. Not that all mural
paintings are produced in flats, but in
these large secale problems—Coale’s fig-
ures are 37 ft. tall—all that one could
conceivably desire in the round is easily
achieved by successive flat planes.

Wednesday, September 28 —Paris is hav-
ing hard going in modernizing its topog-
raphy. No sooner is it suggested by the
Renovation Commission that a certain
street be wiped out in the interests of
better planning, sanitation, and more in-
spiring vistas, than the Fine Arts Com-
mission tags some of the buildings for
preservation as being of such historical
or architectural importance that their de-
struction would be a crime against the
nation. So what?

*

Friday, September 30—The architect who
has occasion to design any minor outdoor
feature coming within the large group of
Park and Recreation Structures will be
setting himself an unnecessary handicap
if he fails to get hold of the National Park
Service’s three-volume work on that sub-
ject (See Arcu. Foruar, Sept. 1938, p. 28).
It is a superb collection of examples shown
by photographs and detail drawings. We
have presumably already paid for these
books in taxes, and the additional 75 cents
required for their actual possession should
not be in the list of economies.

Saturday, October 1 —Richmond H.
Shreve, in the Engineering News-Record,
brings up a rather neat little bit of evi-
dence as to the money value of the archi-
tect’s services when he is doing his job.
When the Board of Design was put to
work on the New York World's Fair it
was thought that 1400000 sq. ft. of
gross covered area should produce 450,000
sq. ft. of net salable area at a cost of
approximately $7.000,000. As a matter of
record, every one of these figures has
been bettered. A gross covered area of
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1.159.000 sq. ft. has been made to yvield
310,000 sq. ft. net salable area at a cost
substantially less than the estimate,

Monday, October 3—THave vou a little

Adam mantel in your home? If so, 1
trust you can authenticate its origin.

During the last few years nearly a hun-
dred original Adam mantels have been
stolen  from their original settings in
London. There seems to he a well-
organized traffic in getting them out of
houses in Queen Anne Street, Portland
Place, St. Jamess Street, Curzon Street,
and Bedford Square, after which they are
supposedly shipped to America.

*

Wednesday, October 5—These publicity
men——public relations counsel to you—
strain the limits of our credibility. Here
is a release telling of the Glass Center
for the New York World’s Fair. Among
the many wonders it will contain is a
furnace for the making of continuous
glass fiber. “From this furnace. a hun-
dred filaments of glass, one-twentieth of
the diameter of a human hair, will be
drawn., Workmen will calmly attach these
strands to a wheel revolving at a mile
a  minute  speed.”  Note  that  word
“ealmly.” T should say that a man fix-
ing a hot filament of glass to a wheel
revolving a mile a minute might be ex-
pected at least to be all agog. if not ac-
tually with a chronie ecase of the jitters.
Not to be outdone, the Golden Gate In-
ternational Exposition tells us of a model
home it is to display—a five room
model in which “there will be no corner
in any room. giving the rooms an oval
shape with no waste space” That, if
vou ean do it, should be the best trick
of the year.

Friday, October ¥—To Baltimore for a
dinner with the Chapter upon the oc-
casion of opening an exhibition of “Rep-
resentative  Buildings of the Post War
Period.” The Baltimore Musenm of Fine
Arts provided unusually impressive set-
tings both for the dinner and for the
exhibition, and Mr. Maginnis, in one of
the polished addresses for which he is
hecoming inereasingly  famous, asked a
few  pertinent  questions  about whither
architecture is moving and why.

The show, which is to mareh around
the country, is the most ambitions docu-
mentary compilation of American arehi-
tecture ever attempted. The Committee
on Edueation, ALAL has been at it for
two years. The American Federation of
Arts has collaborated in preparing the
exhibition and planning the cireuit.

It is to be expected that every archi-
teet who sees this show  will question
why some things have been left ont, and
why some examples ave included. We shall
hear reverberations of this kind in plenty.
Without being too captious, it does
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seem to me that two faults in the ex-
hibition as a whole stand out rather
clearly. One is the rather low average of
the photography—a fault bevond the
powers of the Committee to rectify. The
second fault, to my mind, is the inclu-
sion of several mounts of miscellaneous
subjects, The main scheme of the ex-
hibition is to show a building on a
mount—photographs, plans, information,
One is surprised. therefore, to come upon
a mount showing miscellaneous renderings
by Otto Eggers, or miscellaneous libraries
by Tilton & Githens, or miscellancous
sketches for post offices by the Super-
vising Architeet’s Office. Lost among the
miscellancons  libraries by Tilton &
Githens. by the way, is the Wilmington
Library, which most assuredly deserves
a mount to itself.

Incidentally, some of the large scale
housing schemes threaten to be a  bit
oppressive—miles upon miles of uniform
height and fenestration wandering through
a plan maze, the significance of which
-an only be grasped from the air. In this
connection Litchfield’s Yorkship Village,
built way back in 1918, looks mighty good
today even after twenty years.

Suturday, October 8 —Gilmore 1. Clarke
and his technicians are trving a new
scheme of bringing into night enjoyment
the trees that are planted on the New
York World’s Fair ground. Shooting a
beam of mercury-vapor light up from an
underground source has the curious effect
of making the tiny veins on the underside
of tree leaves become luminous.

Monday, October 10—In that tight little
island across the sea, professional mem-
bership in the RLB.A. now numbers
8283, which makes our ALA.. with its
2946, look rather like a pup.

Tuesday. October 11—Tt is said that
Holabird & Root are fed up with the
typical American hotel bedroom. They
are designing a substitute which is to
be included in the Decorative Arts Ex-
hibit of San Francisco’s Fair,

Speaking of bedrooms, T hear a rumor
to the effect that one of our interior
decorators has given to the world an en-
tirely new form, the eircular bed, six feet
in diameter. The full significance of this
inmovation must be left to the dizzy realm
of the imagination,

*

Wednesday. October 12—To Washington
this evening for the latter half of NAHO's
four-day annual meeting, and found the
Wardman Park Hotel exuding housers at
every pore. When T recall the little hand-
fuls of carnest devotees gathered at Pitts-
burgh, Cleveland, Baltimore, a few vears
back. this gathering of well over 100
accents the fact that this country most
assuredly now has a housing movement.

T H E
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Thursday, October 1.3—An embarrass-
ment of opportunities today—visit Green-
belt, visit the Bureau of Standards. visit
Buckingham, Colonial Village, St. Mary's
Court and Langston Terrace. Choose two
out of the three, I decided upon post-
poning the Bureau visit until a later op-
portunity and bus-roamed the District of
Columbia, Maryland and Virginia in a
feverish inspection of housing accom-
plishments,

Greenbelt occupied half the day, and
we left under the conviction that one
should spend at least two or three davs
there in a less hurried assimilation of
what man has been able to do in creating
on raw land a residential community
of 3,000 souls. On the first of this month
it celebrated its first year of history,
though ereative thought and designers’
pencils had been at work for nearer three
vears. The visiting housers were bristling
with questions, particularly as to costs,
Greenbelt cost too much—but so does the
first sample automobile of an entirely new
pattern. The significant fact, however, is
that the greenbelt towns were offered as
a means of utilizing labor that had to be
hired to do something, so why not this
rather than rake leaves. Whether or not

we shall have the nerve to get this
model—with its inevitable improve-

ments—into  quantity  production  looms
just ahead as a test of whether we are
men or merely mice,

At the annual dinner tonight Charles
P. Taft sounded a timely warning (See
page 21) to the effect that housing
isn’t merely a skirmish, it is a continuous
battle, and one in which we can ill afford
to leave our flanks unprotected.

*

Friday, October 1} —After a morning of
meaty digests from round-table discus-
sions of former sessions, a luncheon ter-
minated  the Sixth  Annual  Meeting.
Among other pertinent speeches, Sir Rayv-
mond Unwin cautioned us against re-
garding too intently the money we are
spending for housing, with the suggestion
that we consider rather the enduring
ralues, both physical and  humanistic,
that we are getting in return. Coming
from the well loved godfather of modern
housing, in England and in the U. S.,
these words were a fitting benediction to
a notable meeting.

Saturday. October 15 —Lawrence Hall
Fowler has hit upon a grand subject for
his collecting activities—portraits of ar-
chitects, in the media of old prints. The
Baltimore Museum of Art hung 37 of
them in one of its galleries recently. There
are no contemporaries, of course, since
photography  has apparently ended  the
good old custom of print making. The
colleetion includes many more or less fa-
mous creators in past cpochs whose like-
nesses it is a pleasure to see.
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PAYNEHEAT

PAYNE F.AU.
Occupies only 4 square feet
Heats in winter, ventilates in
summer. Reguires no basement,

Check These Outstanding Economies!

® Save hasement excavation—38150 to $200 minimum.

® Save space. The F.A.U., amazingly small—only 4
feet square—can be placed on the service porch, in the
kitchen or in a convenient closet. Beautifully finished
in colorful enamel, it is a fitting companion to mod-

erne ranges and refrigerators.

® Simplest, new low cost installation in homes al-

ready built or those building.

® Positive, floor-to-ceiling thermo-control assures reg-

ulated, economical warmth,

H. ROY KELLEY DESIGNS A LIFE-HOUSE ...
AND HEATS IT WITH PAYNE'S FORCED AIR UNIT

“H. Roy Kelley,” says LIFE magazine, “is one of the two most successful

residential architects on the Pacific Coast. So monotonously has he won top
architectural prizes for home design that he is now regularly put on contest
juries to keep him out of competition.”

Such an impressive background — such experience — should make Mr.
Kelley’s specifications noteworthy. Payne is pleased, therefore, with the
choice of the Payne F.A.U. as the ideal heating plant for this charming
6-room home. Mr. Kelley’s preference for Payneheat — the preference of
€0 many prominent architects — is further proof that Payneheat truly is
the choice of experience.

Check This EFFICIENCY!

® Payne-planned circulation system eliminates the
discomfort and waste of cold floors—hot ceilings.
® Instant warmth in every room. Forced air heat
warms right now!

@® The Payne F.A.U. works all year round—takes no
vacation! In hot summer months powerful blowers
(operating independently of heating system) provide
c-0-0-1-i-n-g ventilation.

® Scientific circulation eliminates all objectionable
odors—cooking, stale tobacco smoke. etc.

@® The Payne F.A.U, is floated on rubber mountings—
it's as quiet as a summer zephyr.

The Payne Engineering Department is at your service.

ey

FURNACE & SUPPLY CO., INC.

BEVERLY HILLS » CALIFORNIA
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FORUM OF EVENTS

Thirty-five invited architectural offices submitterd
each from four to seven 3 x 4 ft. sheets of rendered
drawings in the “Goucher College Competition to
Select an Architect to Prepare a General Develop-
ment Plan and to Design One Principal Building
(Library) .” Celebrating its fiftiecth birthday, the
women’s college plans a move from Baltimore to
Towson, Md. Jury: Gilmore D, Clarke, John A. Hola-
bird. David A. Robertson (Goucher president), C. 1.
Winslow, Everett V. Meeks, chairman. Second, third
and fourth prizes to Eliel and Eero Saarinen, Bloom-
field Hills, Mich.; Frederick G. Frost and Frederick G.
Frost, Jr., New York, N. Y.; and Thompson, Holmes
& Converse, New York, N. Y.

Zz>

GOUCHER COLLEGE COMPETITION

The winners, Moore & Hutchins, New York, N. Y., with three of their competition
drawings. The firm, organized last year: John C. B. Moore, Harvard ’18, Ecole
des Beaux Arts '27, part-time critic at Columbia since 1937; Hutchins, University
of California '28, University of Pennsylvania ’29 and 30, one-time critic at Cooper
Union. Both partners served their apprenticeships in the office of Delano & Aldrich.

Rex Hardy
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conduit carries telephone wiring through

ManyY of today’s modern types of construction make
it impossible to “fish” telephone wiring through com-
pleted walls and floors. Wall insulation, fire-stops
and ducts present barriers to concealed wiring, but
built-in conduit will carry it through.

Such conduit may be planned for future tele-
phone wiring additions as well as immediate needs.

Clients appreciate this forethought, because tele-

N OVY EM B ER I 9 3 8

phones may then be installed at any time without
exposed wiring, without piercing walls and floors.

One or two lengths of small pipe provide adequate
telephone conduit for the average small house.
Built in during construction, its cost is negligible.
Your telephone company’s “Architects’ Service™
will help you plan conduit layouts. There is no

charge. of course. Just call them.
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FORUM OF EVENTS

Hedrich-Blessing  Photos
-

John W. Root (flanked by Mies van der Rohe and president George Fred Keck emphasized the fluidity of structure today, the distance
Eimer C. Roberts): Competition is surely a better method of we have come from complaisant romanticism, the greater present oppor-
selection than catch-as-catch-can with political variations. tunity for the architect to do some thinking.

CHICAGO CHAPTER’S DINNER MEETING

John Holabird, Miés van der Rohe (An October meeting honored him as new head of
Armour Institute's architectural department), and John W. Root.

Competitions for public works and trends in architee-
tural design were twin subjects discussed over the
dinner table in Chicago’s Sky Top Roof. September
13, in the A.LA. Chapter’s first big meeting of the
fall season. With president Elmer C. Roberts presid-
ing. the full flowering of Chicago’s architectural pro-
fession was in evidence, to hear and to argue with
spokesmen of its own membership. Addresses intro-
ducing for open discussion several phases of the two
main subjects were: Government Competitions and
Design, by Philip Brooks Maher, member of the
National Advisory Committee on Architectural Design
for the Procurement Division, Treasury Department,
and members of the jury for recent Government post
office competitions: The Wheaton Competition and
Public Competitions in General, by John Wellborn
Root, member of the recent Wheaton competition
jury; Competitions Sponsored by Commercial Agen-
cies, by Alfred Shaw, member of the jury for Amer-
ican Gas Associations and Dittsburgh Glass Institute
competitions: Structural and Spatial Patterns in Archi-
tectural Design, by George Fred Keck, architect in
charge of design at the new Bauhaus®: and Materials
in Modern Design, by Paul Schweiker.

*As we go to press the future of New Bauhaus is
clouded by uncertainty.

Philip B. Maher reviewed the Alfred Shaw: Contemporary George Senseny, Paul Schweiker who spoke Loebl—a Chapter vice presi-
Government’s participation. designs need quality, ideas. of materials, and Jerrold Loebl. dent—and William Pereira.
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veciy MIAMI

LIFETIME CABINETS for “LIFE” HOUSES

IAMI has made today’s building dollar buy more bathroom
cabinet value than ever before in the history of the building
industry. Not only are the new “all metal and glass” cabinets

far more attractively designed and better made of finer materials, but
they are also more easily and quickly installed. The cabinets illustrated
are only a few of the wide selection suitable for “Life” Houses.
More than 130 standard models. Individual models made to architects’
specifications. See our Catalog in Sweet’s.

“LIFE’” HOUSES FOR $2000—$3000 INCOMES
Colonial Model 403CF —at left — chromium %25\4”'

frame around mirror. Fitted with brass, chrom-

ium-plated light fixtures; conveniently located [

switch to control lights, and convenience outlet | ;nnma-m
for electrical appliances. Cabinets are com- £

pletely wired at factory. Saves cost of 3 elec- l

trical outlets. Equipped with two adjustable
glass shelves; die stamped razor blade drop;
tooth brush racks and door stop.

“LIFE’”” HOUSES FOR $3000—S$4000 INCOMES R
Model shown at right is a square top cabinet fitted with single overhead | B
tubular Light Bracket No. 4. Overall selected No. 1 plate glass mirror is A ——
held securely by stainless steel mirror clips. Light switch and electric —
convenience outlet, Completely wired at factory. Saves cost of 2 elec- f e

trical outlets. Regular equipment in-
cludes three adjustable glass shelves;
used razor blade drop ; tooth brush racks.

P

“LIFE” HOUSES FOR $5000—$6000 INGOME

The cabinet at the left is fitted with the exclusive MIAMI
Tubular No. 3 Light Brackets, designed to take a T-8 frosted
bulb. Equipped with adjustable chromium shields which
permit shading of lights; light switch and convenience out-
let—completely wired at factory. Saves cost of 3 electrical
outlets. Mirror is selected No. 1 plate glass, set in brass
chromium-plated frame. Three adjustable glass shelves;
chromium razor
blade drop; tooth
brush holders.

=77

;|

I_ —|

“LIFE” HOUSES FOR $10,000—$12,000 INCOMES

The “IMPERIAL” Ensemble (right)—MIAMI'S
finest creation—for those who want the best.
Frame around entire cabinet is brass, chromium
plated. Spacious side cabinets have chromium
framed, mirror doors. Three adjustable glass
shelves : stainless steel tooth brush holders. White
Vitrolite shelf under center mirror. Two light
bulbs concealed behind the opal flash glass panel

. d l
at top provide indirect lighting. All wiring com- E i |
pleted at factory. : B = i —.ﬁ.}j

MIAMI GLORIFIES THE AMERICAN BATHROOM

N OVEMS BEHR | 9 3 8 29



o W. Eugene Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Alvar Aalto, newly arrived in New York. have long been
the main reasons for architectural pilgrimages to Finland. Easily in
any man’s list of the world’s half-dozen outstanding modern archi-
tects, Alvar Aalte and his collaborator are now to do the Finnish
pavilion at the New York World's Fair, their three competition de-
signs having placed first. second, and third.

§5,000 Mural Winners, For the two huge murals to embellish Hall
of the Judiciary and Hall of Legislation, U. S. Government Building
at New York Fair, $5.000 each to James Owen Mahoney, Texan
Prix de Rome painter, and George Harding of Wynnewood, Pa.
Jury included Eugene Savage, Ernest Peixotlo. Reginald Marsh.
Leon Kroll, and their decision immediately touched off a contro-
versy among muralists, some of whom say Mahoney’s design (left)
shows a lack of originality expected in such a prominent setting.
e

ety far).

Aeme

St. Michael's Hit, One week after the Atlantic Coast hurricane a
tornado hit Charleston, S, C.. with severe damage to St. Michael’s
Episcopal Church (top middle), an architectural treasure.

Assoctated Press
A. P. News, Isamu Noguchi, American-horn seulptor, won in a field

of 188 competitors the $1.000 prize for design of a bronze panel over
Rockefeller Center’s new Associated Press Building. After two months’
work on one scheme. Noguchi spent the last three days on a new
idea: the three-day scheme won. Second prize. John Tatsehl: third.
Joseph C. Fleri. Jury: John Gregory, Holger Cahill. Lloyd Stratton
(A. P.), Wallace K. Harrison and L. Andrew Reinhard.

Frank Jones
Oregon Moves In. Dignitaries dedicated
new capitol at Salem October 1, which = America in France. Pointe de Grave Memorial. built by the French 1o
1 commemorate spot at mouth of the Gironde River near Bordeaux where

Lafayette embarked for America in 1777 and first units of the A.EF.

landed in 1917. Architect: Andre Ventre.

was the subject of a nation-wide com-
petition. won by Trowbridge & Living-
amen]

ston and Francis Keally, architects, @ Assotited Prem

(Continued on page 74)
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With Certain-teed Wood-Tex Shingles the sweeping roof lines of Royal Barry
Wills’ Traditional House can have the deep shadows and interesting texture
reminiscent of old hand-split shingles plus the long-lived protection and
fire safety of ceramic-granuled asphalt shingles. His skillfully-proportioned
rooms can have straight, true walls if finished with Certain-teed Plastisized
Plaster over Beaver Gypsum Lath. Winter’s cold and Summer’s heat can
be inexpensively blanketed-out for all the years to come by Certain-teed
Insulation Board.

Whether it’s this Traditional House or a home which you now have on
your boards, your specifications can guarantee high quality plus faithful
interpretation of your design if you recommend Certain-teed Quality Roofing,
Board and Gypsum Products to owner and builder.

If your files do not have recent information on the many new Certain-teed
Products, check the list below. We’ll gladly send you catalogs.

Certain:1e¢ eed

[QUALITY MADE Certain |
SATISFACTION GUARAN -feed
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ROOFING & SIDING : INSULATING BOARD WALLBOARD GYPSUM PRODUCTS
Asphalt Shingles and Siding Certain-teed Insulating Board Beaver Board “Plastisized” Plaster
Ashestos-Cement Siding Certain-teed Insulating Lath Beaver Colo and Bent Board Bestwall Gypsum Board

Roof Coatings and Cements

Certain-teed Decorative Tile Beaver Peb-Met Board Beaver Gypsum Lath

Certain-teed Insulating Plank Beaver Wood-Grain Board ] Beaver Insulating Gypsum
Lath (Reflective Insulation)

CERTAIN-TEED PRODUCTS CORPORATION 100 EAST 42ND STREET -

NEW YORK, N. Y.



In all the controversy that has revolved around the subject of modern architecture, one small fact has often gone
unobserved: Modern. as with all architecture today, has its extremists, its moderates. and its conservatives. Far from
being a reflection on the movement, however, this lack of unanimity bears testimony to its strength and long
standing ® The chief indication of Modern’s vigor is its dynamic, highly controversial quality, and it is not necessary
to look far back to see that the revolutionary developments of yesterday are the commonplaces of today. And so.
presumably, for tomorrow ® Because extremist minority opinion can so quickly become majority fact, because out
of the “wildest” theories often come the most vital ideas, and because THE FORUM in name intends to remain a
forum in fact, PLUS now appears to add opinion. exploration and new controversy to reporting ® To prLus and its

editors, THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM offers its best wishes—and a free hand. THE EDITORS



3

A
L




\Q’é\\A ..gv:-: wm
\.».v- q“

17/},. W&W“

-

L W wger




The need for a medium to correlate the artistic and scientific
data which influence contemporary space organization has
been apparent for some time to those concerned with the
development of a true architectural expression. This need
was expressed by a small group of architects and artists a year
ago and a link was sought which would offer the neces-
sary tie between their own experiments and realizations
and the independent artistic and scientific activities of today.
PLUS is the answer.
The architecture of today continues to show abuses and con-
fusion. Its primary role should be, however, to give unity to
our expressions of life and art by creating harmonious rela-
tions between methods, technics and the intellectual attitudes
of our society. The polemics of recent years against the vari-
ous forms of academicism, after overcoming to a certain
extent the inertia of the authorities and the indifference of
the public, have made us realize how much still remains to
be done. They failed to answer pressing questions as to new
relations characteristic of the present: they made clear, how-
ever, that architecture is not the result of intuitive knowledge
alone or isolated individual effort, but that it depends rather
upon our scientific experiences, our participation in the arts,
our consciousness of an existing, if latent, social culture.
The period of poiemics is now over and the time has come
in which to establish precisions, close relationships and fresh
evaluations in a field crowded with social and economic fic-
tions, verbal entities and sentimental symbolism. PLUS will
aim to bring together such work of architects, artists and
scientists which will clarify existing problems and, perhaps,
point directions.
In making its bow, the Editors of PLUS hope that
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM readers will find it a stimulating
addition, one which will claim their interest and approval. M w:.\grog;:-:ﬁ&ﬂ S
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ADVERTISEMENT OF THE WESTINGHOUSE

H()RSEPO\\’-'ER of a house? It
sounds odd —but homes are
modern or not according to the
amount of work they can do clec-
trically. And when you use a kilo-
watt-hour of electricity, it has done
just about as much work as a horse
could do in an hour — provided a
horse could sweep, cook, do the
washing and ironing, provide light
and refrigeration, tend the furnace,

wind the clock, and furnish enter-

N O YE M B E R I 9 3 8

Westinghouse
7 o T 70

R

o

ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING COMPANY -*

“Nice-lool(ing house
--whats its

HORSEPOWER?”

Homes should be rated by what they can DO

tainment that varies from Pagliacci
to Charlie McCarthy, according to
vour mood.

Electricity will do all these things
and more. But in building, buving,
or renting, it is important to see
that the proper groundwork is laid
for its use. Wiring should be ample,
with plenty of outlets. Circuits
should have modern protection.
Even if vou cannot take complete

advantage of electricity today, plan

forits wider use in the days to come.
Adequate wiring serves and saves.

By giving only the same atten-
tion to its electrical system that you
give to its room arrangement, heat-
ing, and decoration, you can make
vour entire home a busy servant. A
servant that will bring you comfort,
leisure, health and pleasant living
for only a few cents a day. A servant
that will be more efficient using

Westinghouse appliances.

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

37



—f. USE
JJ HO

|. g .
ek £ el [PC
-= == =77 SgEFIT LIGHT

R
DISHWASHER )
& TRAY RACK

LILEELS

HoLvd3

1
g
& PARTITION 24" YTILITY |
CABINET

LAUNDRY &
ENTRY

Westinghouse has designed kitchens for all of the LIFE
Houses. This one is for the modern house sketched above.

: ! u_a 1
Architect’s plan shown at upper right —one of 8 LIFE
House Kitchen plans offered free with coupon.

o Westinghouse

T K E A RCHI TETC CT
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ELEC-TR/ Ceiter Aitidion

PLAN THE KITCHEN WOMEN WANT

As sIMPLE As 1] (2] 3]

The kitchen is the most talked-about room in
any house. Each year women make greater
demands for planned kitchen convenience —
which is merely proper organization of the three
work centers and their right relationship to
each other.

Westinghouse ELEC-TRI-Center Kitchens
make it easy for you to give women the kitchens
they want. So flexible, you simply adapt a scale
drawing of a Westinghouse ELEC-TRI-Center
Kitchen to your plan for LIFE House, ANY
house or APARTMENT house.

These popular kitchens are easy to sell be-
cause women know about them, approve them,
want them ... because they’re low in cost...
easy to install. And because they offer the addi-
tional advantage of women’s preference for
Westinghouse Kitchen-proved Ranges, Re-
frigerators, Dishwashers and Water Heaters.

Westinghouse has designed kitchens for all
the LIFE Houses. Plans are yours for the asking.
And write the Westinghouse Kitchen Planning
Department, Mansfield, Ohio, for co-operation
on special planning problems.

I 9 3 8

L 4
v

e

PLANS FOR YOUR LIFE
House OR ANY HOUSE

Send the coupon for scale drawings of West-
inghouse ELEC-TRI-Center Kitchens de-
signed for the 8 LIFE Houses, complete with
specifications and supplementary data. Also
available is Westinghouse Kitchen Planning
Kit — 7 kitchen types in 21 basic designs.
Ask for either, or both.

Westinghouse Elec. & Mfg. Co.
Dept. 8286, Mansfield, Ohio

Gentlemenz

Without obligation please send the follow-
ing:

Kitchen-Laundry Plans for LIFE Houses.

Kitchen Planning File Kit for Architects,

39
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Laundry planned by Westinghouse for the LIFE
House sketched below

Architect’s plan shown at
bottom of page— one of the several LIFE House

laundry plans Westinghouse offers free with coupon.

Planned kitchens made women want planned laundries
laundry planned for shorter hours and easier work,’

LIFE House designed

""‘H—.\ 4
by Royal Barry Wills, 7

they clamor.
step-saving,

. “Give us a
Westinghouse PLANNED ELECTRICAL Laundries meet this demand
for timesaving, moneysaving

convenience — in a LIFE
House or any house. Simply adapt a Westinghouse scale drawing to
your plan. Save yourself a lot of extra work.

Westinghouse PLANNED ELECTRICAL Laundries are as basically
sound in design as Westinghouse ELEC-TRI-Center Kitchens, and as
flexible. They're low in cost, easy to install, and have the added appeal of
women’s preference for Westinghouse Home-proved Washers and Ironers

a
Send for these free plans, and see how they simplify your laundry
) E
24 rN'”""; 881?
& LINEN €
SORTIN
WAT! ,,;_m&
SPRI
HEATER

planning. And write the Westinghouse Laundry Planning Department
COUNTER

Mansfield, Ohio, for co-operation on special problems.

[
[
\
\
P o, COn .|
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% W est\m’»t“’usiﬂ,? seld, O y Kitcher !
7. '
v Dept o it 5. 1
' tlemen Ligath n = House '
New Westinghouse Kitchen. 1 O Withow 0‘?13 1 H
Laundry Plans scale draw .. 1 gundry & [
“i:”?f‘i’ ings of Westinghouse PLAN * : "l
.orf;ﬂ;_ NED ELECTRICAL Laun-  }  qame £
dries for LIFE houses [
easily adaptable to ANY " ht\drc*“
house. Send for yours today [
'
'
L]
EVERY HOUSE
NEEDS
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o
ALWAYS INDOORS

OR ANY TEMPERATURE 3
YOU DESIRE wealtesr va/ues

This is the
troller—the
which maintai
temperature und

man Temperature Con-
enious “balancer”
a uniform room
all conditions.

[

e

To the many advantages of forced hot water heat
man Hot Water Controls now add hair-breadth re
of room temperature. When installed on either new
modeled hot water heating systems the old troubles of
70", overheating and uncomfortable variations in room tgm-
perature are eliminated for good.

Hoffman Hot Water Controlled Heat combines continuoks
circulation with temperature controlling devices which effe
a constant balance between heat loss and heat supply. Hea
is supplied to the radiators on a gradually ascending or
descending temperature scale—never in bursts of high tem-
perature water.

The Hoffman Controls can be applied to hot water boilers
using any form of automatic firing and are adjustable for any
BTU emission desired and for design temperatures from
—40° to +20°,

Complete operating and design information is included in
the new Hoffman Hot Water Controlled Heat Manual. We'll
be glad to send a copy on request. Hoffman Specialty Co.,
Inc., Dept. AF-11, Waterbury, Conn.

RADIATOR TEMP.
130°

s HOFFMAN

E, Az Witer

CONTROLLED HEAT

" B RADIATOR TEmP.
2 175°

o g iy
OUTDOORS BELOW 0° | N Do O R S 70 == : :|Z] By the makers of Hoffman Venting Valves, Supply Valves,
Ty S 0T p=)  Traps and Pumps—Sold everywhere by Leading Whole=
salers of Heating and Plumbing Equipment.
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42

Ll b el RS

Elbow Bending
Forum:

Have you ever tried to eat from a plate
that was not directly in front of you? Do
vou know of any condition more con-
ducive to a yen for burying vour fork in
the hide of a neighbor?

New York City's new “Elbow Room”
was beautifully photographed and well
presented in the September Foruvar. The
Room is elegant and striking, but I find
simple pleasure in picturing the situation
that will arise when the men at the four
corner places take their seats and find
their plates opposite their right or left

-~ } r y 4
Cenber Line of Chuirs

Broken Cire
pgostiion o ':_;

Lidicate normadl
LalEs
shoulders. There is a smile in the thought
of what happens to the men in the center
seats upon being called to the telephone
and trying to push their chairs straight
back over the nice thick carpeting.

Incidentally, though not apropos of the
question of “Elbow Room.” I venture to
prediect that the voluptuous chairs will
soon be exchanged for a type from which
one may eat with some comfort.

Yours for real Elbow Room some day,

Huvau E. Joxes
Middletown, N. Y.

Competitions Cont’d.

Forum:

.. . These terms [Wheaton College com-
petition program] stated that an answer
was wanted that “should express archi-
tecturally as well as edueationally the
progressive ideals of our time™ with “some
harmony in color and seale” with exist-
ing buildings. These terms seemed to me
clear enough. They appeared to indicate
that education in the arts is of necessity
strongly rooted in the past, while at the
same time it freshly faces the present,
and points toward the future. Such a
view, while eliminating the tags of any
nameable style, the cornices, columns,
pediments, and so forth, would preserve
that basic grace and comeliness that gives
vitality. In short, a designed building.
using freely modern materials and methaods
but timeless in its appeal; not staking its

all upon the hazard that the erudeness of
today will be the beauty of tomorrow.
Such expression is difficult and elusive: it
was not aimed at by the favored ones
nor apparently wanted by the judges .

There is a broader aspect of the matter.
too. The public. and many architects also,
see no happy mean between a copving of
the past, and total abandonment of it:
while, as T see it, arvchitectural progress
lies in just that happy mean—designed
buildings, expressive at once of the heri-
tage and the individuality that make hu-
man beings,

Avrrep BusseLne
New York, N. Y,

Forum:

What a swell plan won the Wheaton
College competition: the jury is certainly
to be congratulated on its choice of first
place, and on its report thereon—hbut
what in the name of heaven led to their
dithyrambie comments on the design
placed second?

The minds that picked the winner must
have been in abevance, or the wind was
wrong, when they lit on those chromium
four-leaf clovers, Messienrs Gropius and
Breuer. As I sce it: 1) M. Gropius® down-
stairs exhibition and entrance hall, so
much admired by the jury, is a most un-
satisfactory solution: painting would in-
evitably flatten in color since the room is
both over-lit and confusingly lit from
hoth sides—any painter like myself knows
this, or anyone with gallery experience, . .

2) The jury has gently noted that “per-
haps” the ecirculation is not altogether
happy, and the remoteness of the library
and the small auditorium has not alto-
gether escaped them, but Mr. Saarinen’s
library, 100 ft. nearer the college than
M. Gropius (see plot plans)
them “unnecessarily remote,”
qualification. . .

So much for a brief summary of fune-
tional errors. Esthetically, [the] Gropius
plan’s relation to the lake is incoherent if
extant, and the various elements are
saved from parthenogenesis only by the
attenuated glazed passages, unhandsome
in themselves and totally “inadequate” in
force to offset the movement of the main
masses that betray so complete a misap-
prehension of the movement of the ter-
rain,

As to the “undoubtedly handsome ele-
vators” T find them dry as a Methodist
bishop and twice as doctrinaire, in their
stale repetition of the currently classical
tricks of the International school. .. 1
strongly  suspect  that  anv  recognized
American firm of architects submitting
such a design might have fared very

seems Lo
without

A R C H I

differently in the jury’s report. Here's to
less luck and more thought on juries.
Cuartes Voonruies
San Franeisco, Calif.

Upstanding House
Forum:

Your October 1933 issue featured on
pages 35+ and 355 a Week End House on
Long Island. Was this house in the path
of the recent storm? If so. how does it
look now?

Groree B. Cooxer

Cleveland, Ohio.

T

The house to which Architect Coombe refers
was directly in the path of the recent hurricane
but weathered the fracas entirely unharmed.
The force of wind against and over one side
of a conventionally designed house

causes a
destructive vacuum on the opposite side. In
the case of the week-end house designed by
Architeets A. Lawrence Kocher and Albert
Frev (above). the wind—which was suf-
ficlently severe to bowl over a 80-foot oak tree
100 vards leeward—rushed over and under the
building, left it undisturbed. The steel stilts
prevented damage from flood waters.

The U. 8. Government considers this house
so completely stormproof that for three Gov-
ernment observers in the hurricane-ridden Canal
Zone three houses have been completed from

practically identical Kocher and Frey de-
signs.—FEn.

Promotion

Forum:

... I think the presentation of my house
(Arcn Foruar Sept., '38) was excellent:
in fact it was so good that 1 rented the
house a few days after sending some re-
prints to a broker.
Jasper Morcax
New York, N. Y.

Erratum

Credit for floors, Longchamps Restau-
rant  (Arcn Forvar, Oct., '38)  should
have read: floor slabs. Gypsteel, furnished
by Structural Gypsum  Division, Amer-
ican Cyanamid & Chemical Co.—Eb.

E C T U R A L F O R U M



LIKE FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMEN

{ Penberthy Pumps Stand Idleness |

| But Function Instantly When Needed |

Fire fighting equipment, idle most of the time,
[ must go into action instantly and must function
perfectly for indefinite periods with no excuses
accepted for failure. Sump pumps and Cellar
Drainers meet much the same conditions. Idle-

ness is often a more severe test than prolonged
operation.

Penberthy Automatic Electric Sump Pumps and
Water Operated Cellar Drainers stand idle-
ness or peak operation equally well. Made of
copper and bronze throughout, they are proof
against corrosion. Simple, rugged design and
careful workmanship assures complete relia-
bility in operation.

Carried in stock by leading jobbers everywhere
—Penberthy Sump Pumps and Cellar Drainers
will give your clients complete satisfaction.

PENBERTHY AUTOMATIC  PENBERTHY AUTOMATIC

CELLAR DRAINER (Water ELECTRIC SUMP PUMP
or Steam operated)

Made in 6 sizes Made In. 5°sixee
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= A saving of thousands of
dollars, which can well
go into the building it-
self; a saving of space
which frees your plans
from many limitations—
these are only two of the outstanding advan-
tages of the Hammond. Already the beautiful
tones of the Hammond are heard in thousands
of churches here and abroad.

$1250

QUICK FACTS
ABOUT
THE HAMMOND

v Actual measurements of

Model B opened: 483" x 46" x
47", Weight, 341 Ibs.—easily
moved by two men. Tone cabi-
nets can be placed to meet any
acoustical situation.

v Structural changes seldom
necessary—ready to play when
connected to an ordinary elec-
tric outlet.

v With no pipes or reeds, the
Hammond cannot get out of
tune. Repairs are practically un-
known—guaranteed for three
years.

v Low initial cost; low operat-
ing cost—the average home
installation uses no more current
than two 100-watt light bulbs.

v The graceful console looks
well in any decorative scheme,

HAMMOND 0]

and up f.o.b. Chicago, depending upon size of installation

GAN

A fascinating center of
interest in hundreds
of modern

residences....

The
HAMMOND

ORGAN

A practical possibility even for
small rooms—moderate incomes

Almost overnight the possibility of
having lovely organ music at home
has become a practical reality for
people of moderate income. Thanks to
the small size of the Hammond Organ
—and 1its amazingly low cost—this
remarkable instrument presents no
architectural problems. It is easy to
install . . . easy tomove . . . easy to fit
into any decorative scheme. Yet, to a
music-loving client, few suggested
purchases could bring such a deep and
fascinated pride of possession through
the vears.

For up-to-date information about
this much talked-of organ, see your
nearest Hammond dealer. Dealers are
located in the principal cities of the
United States and Canada and in 38
countries throughout the world. Or
write the Hammond Organ, 2983 N.
Western Avenue, Chicago. In Canada,
address Northern Electric Co., Ltd.,
Montreal.

I The Hammond Organ

1 2983 N. Western Avenue, Chicago

I Gentlemen:

1 Please send me informative liter-
§ ature about the Hammond Organ.
1

1

1

s

Address...

TECTUR AL F O R U M



DESIGNED BY THE WORLD'S
FOREMOST HEATING ORGANIZATION

AMERICAN RADIATOR COMPANY

SOMEONE once said, “A home is no better than its heating.” True. For on
the quality of the heating, hinges the comfort of the home during the
seven or eight months of the year when man-made warmth is essential to
health and well being.

So, for the eight Life homes American Radiator presents on the following
pages eight Heating Systems—each planned to provide today’s peak of com-
fort, efficiency and economy through modern engineering.

And as long as these homes stand, their trouble-free, soundly designed
American Radiator Heating will continue to enhance the happiness of their
owners. For these systems are built for a lifetime of service as proved by
thnusands of installations delivering unfailing comfort year after year.

N © VY EM B ER




LIFE HOUSE NO. 1-DESIGNED BY RICHARD KOCH
) For Incomes from $2,000 to $3,000

For homes of this kind without a basement the American Radiator Arcola
provides luxurious Gravity Warm Water Heating at low cost, Compact and
efficient, the system includes modern, slim radiators — an Arcola Expan-
sion Tank — Arco Copper Fittings and Pipe and many other features.

FEATURING COMFORT,

LIFE HOUSE NO. 5—DESIGNED BY ROYAL B. WILLS

For Incomes from
$5,000 to $6,000

In homes of this type the unique Arco Thermo System is perfect. It is
based on circulating Warm Water Heat but uses a radical new type of con-
cealed room Heat Unit that produces fast, even distribution of warmth

in rooms. Includes Ideal Arcoflame Heating Unit No. 7—fully automatic.

LIFE HOUSE NO. 2—DESIGNED BY EDWARD D. STONE
For Incomes from $2,000 to $3,000

For this home without a basement here's a luxurious Forced Warm Water
Heating System designed with integrated Ideal Accessories. Including do-
mestic hot water, it provides low-cost automatic comfort with the Ideal Arco-
flame Heating Unit No. 7. To reduce cost, the system can be hand-fired.

ECONOMY AND SIMPLICITY

LIFE HOUSE NO. 6—DESIGNED BY FRANK L. WRIGHT
For Incomes from
$5.000 to $6,000

A deluxe one-pipe Steam Heating System with supplemental Air Condition-
ing. It features automatic comfort with the No. 11 Ideal Boiler withnew Arco-
flame Oil Burner completely concealed and the Arco Air Conditioner. Also
automatic domestic hot water with other American Radiator products.



LIFE HOUSE NO. 3—DESIGNED BY H. ROY KELLEY
For Incomes from LIFE HOUSE NO. 4—DESIGNED BY WILLIAM W, WURSTER
$3,000 to $4.000 For Incomes from $3,000 to $4,000

Here's an efficient, modest-priced one-pipe steam system using the famous This American Radiator Gas-Fired Forced Warm Water Heating System pro-
Arco Round Boiler. It's good radiator heating comfort at lowest cost. New vides controlled, steady warmth. Based on the famous Redflash Boiler, this
type fast venting valves on the slim, modern radiators balance heating. A system is completely automatic, it includes small tube Radiators, Packless
domestic water heater and Arcoloy storage tank supply hot water. Radiator Valves, Arco Copper Fittings and Pipe and many other features.

—and /)57" Srndyeds a/ & el 100

FOR ANY HOME you design there’s an American Radiator Heating and Air
Conditioning System to fit your specific needs. Remember, these systems
provide uniform warmth with draft-defying Radiant Heat and Convected Heat

— halt cold window drafts — never recirculate bathroom, kitchen or sickroom

odors — give you more basement room — supply domestic hot water—and in-

clude many other features that homeowners want—that enrich your reputation.

USE THE COUPON ON NEXT PAGE FOR SPECIFICATIONS ON THE EIGHT AMERICAN RADIATOR HEATING SYSTEMS FOR THE LIFE HOMES

LIFE HOUSE NO. 7—DESIGNED BY AYMAR EMBURY LIFE HOUSE NO. 8—DESIGNED BY HARRISON & FOUILHOUX
For Incomes from $10,000 to $12,000 For Incomes from $10,000 to $12,000
The Model K Heating and Air Conditioning System—superbly designed for In this American Radiator "split system’ Heating and Air Conditioning
luxurious automatic comfort in this type of home. Uses the No. 12 Ideal are combined effectively and economically. A truly luxurious autcmatic
Boiler with Oil Burner and supplies auxiliary air conditioning with the system, it includes Ideal Boiler No. 92, Arco Air Conditioner, indirect

Arco Air Conditioner. Includes built-in indirect domestic water heater, domestic water heater plus Arcoloy Storage Tank and other features.



SOUND ENGINEERING
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PERPETUALLY in pace with the times,
American Radiator makes heating
equipment for every need —and each
product is soundly engineered for its
specific need. Boilers, Radiant Convec-
tors, Valves, Copper Piping, and every
other product is right in appearance

cof '

and matchless in performance. Only
afew of the many American Radiator
products are shown here. With Con-
fidence you can specity American
Radiator products and know yourclients
have the best equipment experience,
research and money can produce.

NO. 201 THRUSH RADIANT
HEAT CONTROL

Regulates radiator as well as air
temperature. Eliminates “‘cold 70",
Keeps heating even. For warm
water heating systems. (No. 2001
Equatrol for steam.)

ARCO WROUGHT COPPER
FITTINGS AND PIPE
Perfect for heating, plumbing and
air conditioning lines. Rustproof,
corrosion resistant — assure leak-
proof, strain-proof joints with the
famous Arco Copper-to-Copper

sweated connection.

ARCO AIR CONDITIONER

Used in connection with radiator
heating system. Provides main liv-
ing rooms with fresh, tempered,
humidified and filtered air,

NO. 11 IDEAL BOILER

Specially designed for automatic
oil firing, the No. 11 Ideal Boiler
combines maximum efficiency with
utmost economy of operation.

ARCO RADIANT

CONVECTOR

Provides both draft-defying radiant

heat and convected heat. Slimly

streamlined for modern, yet unob-

trusive appearance. Highly efficient
as well as handsome.

ARCO-DETROIT
MULTI-PORT VALVE
Vents radiators three times as fast
as the average valve of its type.
Adjustable, Helps balance system.
Modern black plastic case, For one-
pipe steam systems.
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NO. 7 IDEAL BOILER

A universal boiler for coal, oil, gas
or stoker firing. Contains nfany
“expensive' features yet is low in
cost. Beautiful baked enamel green
jacket is thoroughly insulated.

_STATE.— — =
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Women vote for Hardwood Floors of OAK
by overwhelming majority!

And whoever heard of a home where the woman’s
vote didn’t win every election, no matter what
her husband . . . poor fish . . . might nominate?

She may be a bargain hunter at heart, but never
for the intimate things which reflect her personal-
ity. Her best frocks bear a smart shop label, her
hats ditto, her antiques are genuine and her table
silver is Sterling. So, she knows all about labels
and hallmarks because they banish all doubt as to
pedigree, which proves her ajudge of good value.

Fow to.Long Poncih
. - .
NOFMA Dak Floars

Address

N O VYV E M B ER I 9 3 8

We've published this useful book in language she’ll understand
this Specification Manual, an invaluable Master Work Sheet for specification writing.
Your name on the coupon brings your FREE copies pronto! Sign and mail today.

Name .

Right there she’ll be amazingly responsive to
the quality appeal of NOFMA Certified Oak
Floors. For NOFMA is the only Oak Flooring
bearing the copyrighted label of its makers . . . the
warranty mark that certifies guaranteed grades
according to the Bureau of Standards, U. S.
Department of Commerce. Tell her about
NOFMA's label on Qak Floors and you speak the
language she knows . . . mention “flooring speci-
fications” and she'll be looking out the window.

W FLOORIMG 1§ SULANTIID AND
TEN GRADE BV THi WAREFACTURIE 5
ATIFIED BT T
NATIONAL OAK FLOORING
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
O MEET ALL NEQUIREMINTS OF THE
COMMERCIAL STANDARD C 5 56 )i
BT T80 NATIONAL BURS

. + » and for you,

NATIONAL OAK FLOORING MANUFACTURERS’ ASS’'N
1137 Dermon Building, Memphis, Tennessee

NOFMA OAK FLOORING IS SOLD BY LOCAL DISTRIBUTORS EVERYWHERE

THIS LABEL WARRANTS PEDIGREED OAK FLOORS
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ALUMINUM WINDOWS

DOUBLE HUNG OR CASEMENT

You're hardly aware of the Aluminum windows in a home; they go about
their business of letting in light and sealing off the outside air so unobtru-
sively. That's because frames and sash are very narrow, giving maximum glass
area. Their unpainted finish is a pleasing, neutral tone.

Aluminum windows open and close in a remarkably easy manner, always.
They are light in weight, and there’s no warping or swelling to cause binding.
The closely-fitted extruded Aluminum parts from which these windows are
fabricated make them permanently weather-tight; no rusting or rotting to
require replacements. They never need painting. Cost little to maintain.

The surprisingly low first cost of Aluminum windows is good news to people
who are planning to build. Remember that they’re complete, ready to install
when received by the builder. No knocked-down parts to assemble, no
weather-stripping, fitting or refitting.

Aluminum windows are made by the leading window manufacturers.
We'll gladly send you a booklet listing these manufacturers, illustrating and
describing their various types of windows. Aluminum Company of America,

2166 Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

ALCOA-ALUMINUM



THE MOST IMPORTANT
STORE FRONT CON-
STRUCTION PRINCIPLE

FOUNDED IN 1905—
BY A PRACTICING ARCHITECT

Doors e

Rustless Metal Store Fronts e

Sealair Windows e

% EXTRUDED SASH

% ROLLED SASH

AWNEER Store Front construction is

not only up-to-date and attractive—

itis also efficiently designed to give lasting,

trouble-free service. That is why so many

prominent architects and builders specify
Kawneer Resilient Store Front Sash.

They know that this superior resilient con-
struction allows for the inevitable move-
ment of plate glass, yet holds it in a secure
and powerful grip—regardless of varia-
tions in thickness. Pressure is distributed
evenly along the glass surface. Looseness
and rattling are eliminated and the possi-
bilities of glass breakage reduced to an
absolute minimum.

Kawneer Store Front Sash is available in
either resilient extruded (with a choice of
three attractive face pieces) or rolled con-
struction—in either alumilited aluminum
or architectural bronze. In addition, the
Kawneer line includes complete metal
construction such as transom bars, hood,
recessed and concealed awning bars,
entrance doors, pilasters, mouldings, sign
letters and special metal work. Complete
information and details of extruded and
rolled products will be sent on request.

Architectural Metal Work

For data see catalogs in SWEET'S; or write The Kawneer Company, at Niles, Michigan, New York, Chicago, or Berkeley, Calif.

Dealers in principal cities.
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MAN OF THE MONTH. ..

Richard Koch, architect to Mr. & Mrs. America (page 312)

T MR oy, NG,

BUILDING OF THE MONTH . . . sneiter comes to the sharecropper (page 393)

PRODUCT OF THE ]_\IONTH e .peanut size and sun bright (page 399)



On September 26th L I F E presented for the critical examination of its 18
million readers eight houses designed for four typical American families. The fami-
lies covered an income range from $2,000 to $12,000 a year. For each family one
modern and one traditional house were designed.

Said LIrE by way of explanation: “Entirely aside from the ‘ill-housed third of the
nation” who cannot afford to live in decent houses, there are hundreds of thousands
of renters who could afford to build homes of their own, hundreds of thousands of
owners who could afford to build better houses than they now have.”

To show these hundreds of thousands what they could have if they went out into
the market, and to do its bit in touching off the long-awaited American building
boom, LIFE enlisted the cooperation of THE ARCHITECTURAL ForRUM, turned over
twenty-two of its pages to the four families and their eight distinguished architects.
The results have been stimulating and instructive. In the first place, LIFE touched
off its own boomlet. Only four weeks after the houses were presented, nearly one
hundred were spoken for, and twenty-seven were under actual construction. More-
over, of LIFE readers who voted on their preferences, a phenomenal 45 per cent
plumped for modern.

To the building industry these figures are significant. People—many people—want
to build houses, can afford to build houses, and will build houses if they can be
shown a good buy for their money. Which seems to indicate that a good, architect-
designed product, vigorously promoted, might create more than a boomlet. And
among these potential builders, a number which has increased prodigiously will de-
mand a modern house.

The eight 11¥E houses are shown in detail on the following pages. Taken by them-
selves they are interesting examples of present-day planning for the middle-class
dwelling. Taken as a group they are highly illuminating as a guide to design trends.
Note Architect Koch’s traditional house, voted most popular of the eight: its
design has little relation to archaeology, much to modern living. Or Architect
Wills” hillside house (also “traditional”) whose main rooms have as much window as
wall. Or the two modern houses whose roofs are pitched, and whose materials are as
old as architecture itself.

In a particularly pointed manner, and on a national scale, these eight houses show
that the traditional house is steadily becoming less “traditional,” and that the
modern house is rapidly emerging from its extremist swaddling clothes. Here is
something more than a report on a magazine’s attempt to present some small house
possibilities to the lay public, more than the mere record of an intelligent effort to
stimulate building. Here is evidence, in the work of eight outstanding architects,
that the time is not far distant when American domestic architecture will have

found its own consistent and logical expression.

312 T H E A RCHITECTURAIL
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HOUSES FOR $2,000-%$3,000 INCOME

For its family in the $2,000-$3,000 income group, LIFE picked the Ramseys of Atlanta. The
Ramseys live in an old duplex, shown at the left, with their
son and daughter, aged six and three; they have a lot in the
suburbs and hope to build shortly. Present accommodations con-
sist of living, dining. and breakfast rooms, two bedrooms, a
kitchen, and a bath. Not only is this inadequate for a family of
four, but bad planning has done much to reduce the usefulness
of such space as there is.

For their new house the Ramseys set up the following require-

ments:

1. Three bedrooms, or two bedrooms and a nursery.

2. Two baths, If necessary they can manage with one for the
time being.

3. A coal closet. At present Mr. Ramsey has to hang his hat

on a lamp in the living room.

4. A compact, efficiently designed kitchen.

5. A game room or alcove, if it can be provided within the

budget.

6. A daylight basement, if the pitch of their lot will permit.

EDWARD D. STONE, ARCHITECT RICHARD KOCH, ARCHITECT

LIFE HOUSES Novewmser 19358 313



EDWARD D. STONE, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $2,000-$3,000 INCOME

PRELIMINARY SKETCHES

One-floor scheme. Too large for budget.
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Two-story scheme. Play loggia and din-
ing on ground floor, living and sleeping
above. Too large.
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Central, top-lighted utility group. Poor circulation from
one bedroom to bath.

Kitchen-dining-living
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Entry through carport. Lacks service
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Two-story scheme. Living on first floor,
sleeping terrace on second, heater unit
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Bedrooms grouped together about a small hall. Clerestory
lighting for kitchen and bath.
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ARCHITECT'S COMMENTS: A flat slab is poured directly on grade; there is no base-
ment. Walls are factory-made panels of wood studs and composition board. The
roof pitches to the inside so that one leader will drain it.

All plumbing and heating equipment is concentrated in the central core of the
building and ventilated through a monitor. In the summer an exhaust fan in the
monitor will provide ventilation for the entire house.

The main entrance contains an ample coat closet. Off the master bedroom is a
large storage closet. For young children the nursery-bedroom, easily supervised
from the kitchen, seemed to be the answer. Later it can be made into two bed-
rooms. The screened porch is used as an outdoor nursery, dining and living space.
The living-dining room has one wall of glass and one of brick. The fireplace hood
will provide ample heat for chilly spring or fall days. The bench in the dining
alcove is also a daybed, providing emergency sleeping space. Living and dining
areas could be permanently divided into two rooms of average size.

Walls are white; roof is gray: color accents on door and sash, blue.
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EDWARD D. STONE, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $2,000-$3,000 INCOME
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RICHARD KOCH, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $2,000-$3,000 INCOME

PRELIMINARY SKETCHES

The problem: to design three separate
units (living, sleeping, service) for com-
pactness and privacy. An early study.

Better arrangement of bedrooms: more
usable living room: small dining reom.
A simpler scheme, but over budget,

| TERRACE

Cross ventilation in all bedrooms: through venti-
lation in living room. Separate dining room
maintained. Still too large.
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LIVING ROOM

ARCHITECT'S COMMENT: Clapboards on a wood frame were chosen as the principal mate-
rials in the construction of the house. The waterproofed concrete slab on the ground is
not only a preventive against termites, but is cool in summer and warm in winter. In
some localities, though the cubage of the house is greater, it may be cheaper to raise
the house off the ground and use sill and joist construction with brick piers. Also, in
some colder areas a basement would give better heat distribution through the house.
Exterior materials are weatherboards painted white, with green blinds. The material
for the walks and terraces should be carefully studied; in many localities brick or flag-
stone would he economical, and would add to the dignity of the house. Variations in
the wings could be made to fit a narrower lot,

REAR ELEVATION

LIFE HOUSES novemsern 1935
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The Ramseys’ comment:

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ramsey prefer the traditional house and would
accept it without alteration if necessary. They expect to start building
in the spring.

MODERN HOUSE

The Ramseys have little to say about the modern house. Mrs. Ramsey
likes the amount of closet space it offers. Mr. Ramsey savs he would
as soon live in a chicken house. None of their friends like this house.
They like the screened porch better than the open terrace of the tra-
ditional house. They would prefer having the kitchen open into a sepa-
rate dining room, and a garage facing the street.

TRADITIONAL HOUSE

Both Ramseys say that if the architect had worked for six months he
could not have produced a more acceptable plan. There are a few
changes, however, they want to make.

Mrs. Ramsey considers the children’s rooms excellent, but a little
cramped. Mr. Ramsey likes the separate outside door to the boy’s room.
Mrs. Ramsey would like to turn the present kitchen into a dining room,
with the kitchen in a wing flanking the terrace, and the garage sel back
about eight feet to make way for a screened porch off the new dining
room. The kitchen wing would balance the boy’s room and give them the
symmetry they seem to want. They would also change the garage so
that it could be entered from the front instead of the side.

They want white shingles, and blue shutters. They are willing to sacrifice
the daylight basement originally asked for. They also appear willing to
give up the coat closet so urgently asked for.

The proposed changes are far from minor, and if the revised plans put
the price of the house above their budget, they will build the original
scheme.

320 T H E A

C H

T ECT

U R A L

F

o

U M



HOUSES FOR $3,000-%4,000 INCOME

For its family in the $3,000 - $4,000 income group, LIFE picked the Calverts of Los Angeles

Young Mr. and Mrs, Calvert and their son, age three, live in a

modest bungalow in the southern part of the city. They would

like a one and a half story house, Cape Cod or modified English

in style. Their specific requirements are as follows:

1. Two bedrooms,

2. A den. arranged for use as an occasional guest room.

3. A dinette, or a dining alcove off the living room. No separate
dining room desired.

4, Kitchen, with a small breakfast room.

5. Small back porch, with one laundry tub.

6. One bath, located in a hall with linen closet and other storage

.‘-'I)Jl('l_‘,.

-3

A darkroom, conveniently near the garage. (Mr. Calvert is a

newspaper photographer).

8. A small back vard, with space for a badminton court, and an
enclosed play yard for their child.

9. Miscellaneous: two-car garage with overhead door; fireplace

in living room; built-in book shelves in den; stall shower in

bathroom; ample closet space: no French windows; venti-

lation under house to offset dry rot and termites.

WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT H. ROY KELLEY, ARCHITECT

LIFE HOUSES novemsern 1930 321



WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $3,000-$4,000 iNCOME

PRELIMINARY SKETCHES

Square house plan, This did not seem to
make use of the lot, or give controlled
areas.
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Scheme with the patio turned toward the
street.
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One-story scheme, still without a patio.

The patio scheme becomes more fixed;
the kitchen now faces the street.

T H E A RCHITETC CTURAILL F OR UM



ARCHITECT'S COMMENT: The house is placed to minimize the area to be
kept presentable. The lot faces west, which gives the badminton court
a north-south direction. The roof is sloped to bring as much sun into
the court as possible.

Every room has two or three exposures giving ample sunlight and
ventilation. Traffic between kitchen and bedrooms crosses the living
room; furniture is arranged so that there is no interference; the court,
moreover, may be used in going from the service porch to the bed-
rooms.

Specific features worth noting are: undercover walkway from garage;
storage space over front of garage; intriguing location of den and sun
deck—up a few steps; child at play in court can be observed from
practically every room; natural redwood exterior walls prevent glare;
the white mineral-surfaced roof repels heat; window frames project
beyond wall surface, giving space for venetian blinds.
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WILLIAM WILSON

WURSTER, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $3,000-$4,000 INCOME
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H. ROY KELLEY, ARCHITECT

PRELIMINARY SKETCHES

=2 L - 2 Eace~

Inasmuch as the client expressed preference for a “story and
a half” house we tried a scheme with upstairs bedrooms.

Forsf F&,g.-." |

The two-story schemes were finally dropped because the area
of the house was too small for a well-proportioned house.

}‘»\ e = F

After trying many one-story schemes,
we finally hit on this one, subsequently
modified to become the final design.

b ]
s

in living
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HOUSE FOR $3,000-$4,000 INCOME

economical

room and master

ARCHITECT'S COMMENT: In type of architecture the design fol-
lows the traditional character of houses developed by the
early settlers in California, who came from New England and
other eastern sections. These early houses were a subtle and
harmonious blend of Spanish and New England Colonial. The
type is not only appropriate for California, but is applicable
to other sections of the country.

The floor plan is compact; having only 1240 square feet, ex-
clusive of garage and dark room, its rooms are of generous
size and are well placed for light and ventilation, All rooms,
including the kitchen, have a pleasant outlook., The covered
porch overlooking the rear garden may be used for outdoor
living and dining.

The garage is conveniently located at the front of the prop-
erty. When driving in with provisions, the housewife has
ready access to the service and kitchen, while the owner can
take his photographic equipment from his car directly to the
dark room or den. While conveniently located, the dark room
is completely removed from contact with other portions of
the house.

Ample closets have heen provided in the entrance hall, bath,
bedrooms, and den. There are book shelves in the den and
boy’s room. The stairway to the basement heater room is
located so that photographic chemicals may be stored there
if desired. There is space at the rear for a badminton court
or play area.

A later study. Garden porch changed to
permit more

roofing. Bays

bedroom,
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H. ROY KELLEY, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $3,000-$4,000 INCOME
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The Calverts’ comment:

The Calverts definitely prefer the traditional house. As far as they are
concerned they would change nothing. Their chief objection to the
modern house is that they don’t like its looks.

MODERN HOUSE

Mrs. Calvert rejected the modern house at first glance. Not liking its
appearance, she finds that enough. She says, It looks uncomfortable
from the outside.”

The principal specific objection also comes from Mrs. Calvert, who finds
that the patio would make the house difficult to take care of, twice as
many steps being required for the same amount of housckeeping to be
done in the traditional house.

Both Calverts like the living room very much, emphasizing its good
arrangement and its generous light. Neither one speaks strongly for or
against the patio, save on the point of the additional housekeeping it
requires.

Their reaction boils down to “It’s a nice house—but not for us.”

TRADITIONAL HOUSE

Mrs. Calvert says it is just exactly the sort of house she has always
imagined she would like to build. This identification of dream house
and designed house overrides all other considerations, Specifically. they
like the living room being in the rear; they like the arrangement of the
entrance hall, which permits one to go to the living room, den, bedrooms
and bath without going through any other rooms. They find the closet
space adequate. They are pleased with the bay windows in the living
room and master bhedroom.

Mrs. Calvert does her own housework and thinks the traditional house
would be easy to keep clean.
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HOUSES FOR $5,000-$6,000 INCOME

For the family in the $5,000-$6,000 income group, LIFE chose the Blackbourns of Minneapolis

The Blackbourns live in a six-room house in an attractive resi-
dential district, have a son, 13, and a daughter, 17, and a dog.
Mr. Blackbourn has his own business, with his office in his home.
The Blackbourns have been considering building a “Scotch
peasant house” on the adjoining lot. This lot is triangular, 141 ft.
at the front, 140 ft. deep, and slopes 15 ft. The house would be
one story at the front, three at the rear, and finished in brick.
Specifically, the Blackbourns require:

1. Four bedrooms.

2. Two baths.

3. An office.

4. Living room with full-length windows in the rear.
5. Dining room and breakfast nook.

6. Recreation room in above-ground basement.

Hobby room and laundry in basement,

8. Miscellaneous: wood paneling in den: no ceiling lights in
living room: plenty of electric outlets; cedar closet; fireplaces
in living and recreation rooms; pine-paneled breakfast room;
phone hooth.

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, ARCHITECT ROYAL BARRY WILLS, ARCHITECT
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $5,000-$6,000 INCOME

TO THE BLACKBOURNS:

Herewith the plans for a good time space for your family in a style to which you are,
as yet, unaccustomed but one which you might truly call your own if you wanted to.
We call the style Usonian meaning “of these United States”. If the house seems a
little open for your Northwest, that openness has been taken care of by building the
house upon a paved concrete mat itself heated by steam pipes laid under it in the
gravel filling beneath. This insures comfort no matter how cold outside and there are
no radiators in sight. What looks like them in the drawings are really the folding
screens between the several spaces opening into the central or general space—a kind
of enclosed patio.

Space is characteristic of this free pattern for a freer life than you could possibly live
in in the conventional house—separated into boxes; itself a big box.

One thing to mention at the beginning is the matter of the lot. No ten thousand dol-
lar house should stand on less than 100 ft. so we have taken a thousand dollars off
the cost of the house and put it into another lot—two lots 60 x 120 ft. on level land
—3%2,000 invested in that,

We have studied your little family and arranged for all including the dog. Each has
his own privacy when needed and good time space for all together without any base-
ment or an attic.

The swimming pool might not come within our appropriation, in which case a sunken
garden or lawn would do very well.

Betty Jane has a telephone box and all the privacy by the fireplace in the sitting room
any young girl has a right to expect before she owns her own home—or her own car.
The boys meantime have plenty of room for action.

The dining, sitting, and ground floor sleeping spaces can all be thrown into the cen-
tral space which is, as before said, a kind of enclosed patio on occasion.

Mother has a convenient kitchen next the dining table—everything “on ballbearings’’
to save labor, It is all but automatic.

Father’s office is next so mother can answer the telephone when he is away.

There is plenty of car space—not enclosed because cars—today—are not a horse and
buggy anymore.

When Father and Mother want to get away from it all their sleeping room on the
ground floor may be closed off for quiet and it opens to the garden which may be a
zone of quiet with an outdoor fireplace.

There is one extended 9 ft. flat ceiling over everything on the ground floor with a
continuous band of glass tubing running all around the house. This ceiling becomes
open trellis over the terraces outside.

Betty Jane, Bruce, and Ramsey have their own little bailiwicks upstairs front,
American (I prefer to say Usonian) family life is unlike any other in the world and
| think this plan recognizes it for pretty much what it is—at this stage of develop-
ment—a little private club—uwith special privacies, ultra conveniences, and style all
the while.

Concerning cost. It is idle to suppose any estimating concern could tell us what the
cost of it all would be, never having built anything like it. For instance, the steam
heated floor mat, walls of well-insulated plywood set up directly upon it—under a
well-padded flat roof composed of laminated 2x4 framing without pitches—ready for
a snow load to stay there as long as possible. No painting except wax inside. No in-
terior trim—few interior doors, few windows, glass tubing used in bands about the
house instead. Plate glass otherwise. No plastering—plywood ceiling instead and
plywood walls exposed. The mat could be paved with either brick or stone and the
chimneys built of either. The roofs are 4 ply tar and gravel over the entire house.
There is only a small excavation for the heater in the basement (oil burner) and a
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $5,000-$6,000 INCOME

small laundry. The space has a large ventilating
shaft in the chimney. The kitchen extends above
the roof and forms the kitchen into a large ven-
tilating shaft for the house—a scheme working
very well in other houses we have built.

We are sure, estimating from the several similar
constructions we have completed, that this house
could be built under our own supervision in Minne-
apolis for eight thousand dollars including an archi-
tect’s fee of $750.

We have found that estimates (inexperienced as
they must be and founded upon familiar construc-
tion) would run between $12,500 and $15,000.
Much of this house should be prefabricated in
shops and set up on the site.

No need to expatiate further at this preliminary
stage. The drawings do that.

Of course we hope you will like it.

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT: TALIESIN: AUGUST 22ND, 1938

334

COOKING

e

DINING

H

E

A R C H

TECTWURAL

F O R U M




RECREATIO

LIFE HOUSES wNovewmser 1930 335



ROYAL BARRY WILLS, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $5,000-$6,000 INCOME
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ROYAL BARRY WILLS, ARCHITECT HOUSE FOR $5, 000—$6,000 INCOME
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ARCHITECT'S COMMENT: The sloping lot which adjcins the Blackbourn’s
present house practically dictates the plan of the house they hope to
build.

In order not to have an awkward four-story structure at the rear, it is
planned to have a one-story front. The living room, dining room and
kitchen will have a more or less unobstructed view of Diamond Lake.
The study is ideally located for use as a temporary office; there is
room for files, and the telephone is located here, with an extension on
the second floor.

Ready access to the lavatory is possible from all points on the first
floor and from the basement.

A guest room or possible maid’'s room has been provided adjacent to
the lavatory.

The spacious living and dining rooms are placed for the maximum of
light and air, and to take care of the view.

The kitchen is compactly arranged, and the window over the sink
makes for pleasant working conditions. The delightful little breakfast
nook at the end of the kitchen also offers an interesting view. Beneath
the kitchen and opening to the rear yard is a dog house for the family
pet, Prince.

On the second floor are the three bedrooms, all with a good exposure
to the rear. The tiled bathroom contains a cabinet for holding the sun
lamp. Cedar and linen closets are in the hall, and other storage space is
ample.

The basement has been left more or less open for the present, to
save in the initial cost of the house. The recreation room opens di-
rectly to the terrace. lts whitewashed walls and painted floor, with
the inexpensive pine wall beside the fireplace form the basis of an ex-
tremely attractive room.

LIVING ROOM
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The Blackbourns’ comment:

The Blackbourns like both houses. The traditional house includes every-
thing they were sure they wanted. They chose the other house. “It is
completely different.” they say. “It is the only house of its kind in the
country. We chose Mr. Wright's house entirely on its own merits.” The
Blackbourns are now convinced that they want to live not as they have
always lived. but in the manner made possible by the modern house.

MODERN HOUSE

Mr. Blackbourn likes the separate entrance to the office, and its proximity
to the kitchen; its size, however, and lack of storage space are not satis-
factory. The phone booth is particularly appreciated by Betty Jane. who
wants privacy when talking with her boy friends.

The downstairs bedroom is one of the most popular features. Its size,
pleasant outlook, and privacy make it an undreamed-of luxury. Also
ideal as an emergency sick room.

The huge living room, say the Blackbourns, embodies the fun of living—
it represents a kind of life they had never imagined before. And it is
large enough. they add, for them and the children, with enough privacy
for all. It will be entirely different from what we have had. but it is to
be very much preferred. In the fall and spring and all through the sum-
mer we can have all nature in our room by merely opening all the doors.
We will be part of life with the birds, the flowers, and the trees.”
They prefer the Wright dining room, particularly since it is closely
related to a dining terrace, but they regret the missing hreakfast nook.
The kitchen, says Mrs. Blackbourn, is entirely too small, and she wants
it enlarged. She plans to get a larger refrigerator and a larger stove and
needs more space. Mrs, Blackbourn says that if it is not enlarged they
will have to do with an undersize refrigerator and stove and that it
seems strange, with so large a living room, and the prospect of extensive
entertaining, that the kitchen should be so tiny.

The Blackbourns consider the carport a complete flop, and view the
architect’s statement that modern cars can start easily in weather 35
degrees below zero. with skepticism. Mr. Blackbourn wants the garage
put under the carport, with storage space for his business. How this
will work out the Blackbourns do not know.

The children are happy about having their own bathrooms, but to date
no place has been found for the all-important sun lamp.

Bruce likes the balecony off his bedroom. although the room itself is
small. Betty Jane feels pretty much the same way about hers.

TRADITIONAL HOUSE

Mr. Blackbourn finds the office in the traditional house better in size.
in provisions for file space; he does not like its lack of a private entrance.
The Blackbourns find the downstairs bedroom definitely inferior; it
lacks space for use as an emergency sick room, and the bathroom must
be entered through the hall.

The living room is not as large as they would like it to be: the view from
it. however, would be good. and the windows are generous. The dining
room, on the other hand, is adequate, and there is a breakfast nook.
[t also has a belter view than the modern dining room.

They consider the kitchen plan perfect—just the size needed, with good
storage facilities. They also approve of the separate service entrance.
The garage is also what they want—they consider the car shelter in
the other house entirely unsuitable for the climate.

The Blackbourns like the bedrooms, with cross ventilation, good closets,
long windows. and built-in features.
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HOUSES FOR $10,000-$12,000 INCOME

For the family in the $10,000-$12,000 income group, LIFE selected the Smiths, of Wyncote, Pa.,
a prosperous Philadelphia suburb. The family consists
of the parents, a daughter and two sons, ages 10, 13,
and 15, and they live in a solid brick Georgian house
which suits their needs quite well.

For a new house, perfectly suited to their needs, the
Smiths would require:

1. Five bedrooms.

2. One maid’s 