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Fve 7esred Ways

TO MEET TODAY’S BUILDING NEEDS
WITH MINIMUM USE OF CRITICAL MATERIALS!

14" Cement- Asbestos
Board, for Exterior and
Interior Finish

Water and Vapor-Proof
Bituminous
Adhesive

Celotex Ferox
Treated Cane Fibre
Insulation

I CELOTEX ASBESTOS BOARD
Builds Walls Fast!

CEMESTO

Combines Strength, Insulation,
Interior and Exterior Finish

CEMESTO is a revolutionary building material that comes
in panels from 4’ x 4’ to 4’ x 12’ to provide a complete
fire-retardant wall or roof unit. Thickness ranges from
118", 1-9/16" to 2". Today, Cemesto with 12 years of re-
search behind it is speeding construction of millions of
dollars’ worth of wartime homes, housing projects, fac-
tories, shops and hangars using a minimum of critical
material. Can be used with either wood or steel framing.
Saves time, labor, lumber and nails.

CELO-SIDING Combines Siding,
Sheathing, Insulation
This new multiple-function insu-
lating siding consists of cane fibre
insulation, coated on both sur-
faces with moisture-proof as-
phaler, with a weather surface of
crushed mineral granules in col-
ors to provide a permanent exte-
rior finish. It is applied direct to
studding. Two thicknesses: 74"

and 5g”.

This new Celotex product is a
hard, durable combination of
Portland cement and asbestos
fibre, 3/16” or 14" thick, avail-
able in boards 4’ x B, for fast
erection of interior walls and
ceilings. Can also be used for
exterior finish on temporary or
permanent Structures.

CELOTEX GYPSUM INTERIOR
WALL UNITS Save Studding,
Save Time!

These extra-thick gypsum wall
boards are either 1”7 or 114"
thick, and build strong, sturdy,
good-looking interior partitions
in the shortest possible time, with
only a simple wood framework.
Known as "single wall construc-
tion,” this method saves much
critical lumber,

Get Comiplete Information on these and other new Celotex war-
time developments as fast as it is released ! A nore on your letterhead
will put your name on our mailing list of aggressive architects who
want to Keep up w date on modern building materials! Write today!

CELOTEX GYPSUM ROOF SLABS
Replace Wood Roof Decks
These new laminated gypsum
roof deck slabs are offered in 17,
115", or 2" thicknesses, 2’ wide,
8, 9, or 10’ long, rigid, strong,
light in weight and easy to
handle. The big units cover roof
areas quickly, saving important
time. Roof covering can be ap-

plied immediately.

CELOTEX

ROOFING -+ INSULATING BOARD - ROCK WOOL
CELO-ROCK WALL BOARD LATH PLASTER
SOUND CONDITIONING PRODUCTS

CELOTEX CORPORATION
CHICAGO

THE




With this issue, THE ARCHI-
TECTURAL ForuMm appears in a
reduced format. An order of
the WPB, curtailing the
amount of paper available to
magazines, presented a choice
between reducing the total
number of pages or their size.
The latter option was taken.
Readers of ToE Forum in its
wartime size will find the same
amount of editorial material,
the same completeness of edi-
torial treatment.

In Military Service:

Robert 'W. Chasteney, Jr.

Willilam J. Conway
Robert Hanford

Joseph C. Hazen, Jr.
George B, Hotchkiss, Jr.
8. Chapin Lawson
Amnon Rubenstein

A. Banks Wanamaker
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NEWS

WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER PORTFOLIO

Eight new Jobs by a master of the California style: a
ranch house, a university dormitory, a San Francisco
town house, experimental war housing, a suburban resi-
dence, an office building in wood and a beach house.

FHA SURVEY

Leaders of the Building Industry tell what is wrong with
FHA . . . Suggest reforms in postwar period.

PREFABRICATION

Modular Shelter: a new system of prefabricated construc-
tion designed by Bernd Wagner which permits an unusual
variety of expansible plans from standardized structural
parts built with ordinary lumber,

A CITY RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
BY WALTER GROPIUS AND MARTIN WAGNER

A proposal for urban rehabilitation through the creation
of new, small, self-contained communities.

CORNING GLASS WORKS

One of the last war factories to be constructed of struc-
tural steel is a plant for the manufacture of optical glass.

FORUM OF EVENTS

The U. S. Army produces the best guidebooks to date for
global war . . . Demountable furniture brought into low-
cost price range . . . Announcements . . . Awards . . .
Obituaries.

PRODUCTS AND PRACTICE

Sound systems—more widely used than ever before—will
require serious consideration in designing and planning
modern buildings . . . Technical news . . . New products
.« « Technical literature.

BOOKS

New Frontiers in American Painting ... The first investi-
gation of pre-Columbian art in North and South America.

LETTERS
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NEXT MONTH: A home gardeners’' center by Raphael Soriano . . .
Vanport City . . . Planning With You . . . House portfolio . . . Pre-
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“l was thinking of the soldier who
will want to visit some important old
places. That's the way I used to spend
all my leaves in France in the last war,”
says Howard Willard, the artist re-
tained by the Special Service Division
of the U.S. Army to illustrate guide-
books for soldiers in North Africa,
India and New Caledonia. A definite
improvement on some earlier booklets,
these new ones are full of delightful
two-color sketches, designed to acquaint
the soldier with the background—which
means, mostly, the architecture—of the
area to which he has been assigned.
Artist Willard’s architectural activity
dates from a drawing he made of a
First National Bank front for an an-
nouncement, complete with palm. “As
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long as I lived in that town,” he says
“all I got to do was drawings of banks.
Eventually 1 had to leave the county.”
Willard’s sketches are supplemented
by shrewd and concise information on
the customs of the country. North
African samples: “When you are about
to enter a house or a yard, call out to
the women to cover their faces or get
out of the way . . . Smoke or spit some-
where else—never in front of a mosque
Be kind and considerate to ser-

vants.

cratic . .

The Moslems are very demo-
Avoid any expression of

race prejudice.
color line . ..
all occasions.

The Moslems draw no
Use common sense on
These people are basic-

ally no different from anyone else.”
Excellent as the booklet on North

(Continued on puge 4)
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LIMITED TO TWO COLORS, WILLARD PASTED BENDAY SCREENS AND FABRICS ON DRAWINGS, GOT BETTER TEXTURES

BAEDECKERS TO BATTLE

RUINS OF CARTHAGE, A MERE BUS RIDE EAST OF TUNIS, DRAWN FROM SKETCHES MADE DURING PERSONAL VISIT

FORUM




++ Plus Immediate Dalwenes
Thanks to Large-scale Prefabrications
with few critical materials!

Built to meet today's exacting condi-
tions. Backed by some fifty years of
door-construction experience. Thus,
whether it's an urgent present need or
as yet a blue printed project, the NEW
Peelle Plydoor is bound to solve your
door problem.

The NEW Peelle Plydoor fits any open-
ing, quickly installed, easily operated
and economical, too. Prefabricated
under a new principle of wood con-
struction, stronger per pound than

JULY 1943

steel. So light it can be manually
operated —glides up out of the way—
or rolls back like a telescope into a
self-contained unit. Can be added easily
to buildings already constructed. And,
best of all, you can get your NEW
Peelle Plydoor now!

Take advantage of the Peelle experi-
ence and skill. It will pay you to let
us send you complete datal

THE FINEST NAME
IN DO‘ORS... .

47 STEWART AVENUE BROOKLYN, N. Y.
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(Continued from page 2)
Africa is, the one on India has if anything, even
more color. Diplomatically avoiding all pos-
sible toes that our soldiers might step on, the
guidebook includes a State Department an-
nouncement governing activities of American
soldiers in India. The highly involved system
of castes, religions and languages is explained
with gratifying clarity and sanity. As for the
question of cows: “There are nearly 200,000,000
cows in India—one for every two persons— . ..
They are no respecters of motor traffic . . . We
Americans use the term ‘sacred cow’ in a joking
way. In India there isn’t anything funny about
it . . . no Hindu would dream of killing a cow.”
And as for human beings: “ . . . they feel it is
only polite to tell you what you want to hear . . .
If you ask: “Is this the right road to Y
the Indian probably will say ‘Yes’, even if it
isn’t. ... ” And: “When you come into contact
with Britishers in India remember they are
naturally reserved. They respect each other’s
privacy . . . They don’t speak to you because they
don’t want to appear intrusive or rude. The
Britishers dislike bragging and showing off. .. .”
Better than.any Baedeckers devised to date,
and perhaps the first guidebook to make inter-
esting reading, these U.S. Army products are
doing more to create an understanding of our
Allies than any official statements of policy.
Moreover, they are turning every soldier into
an ambassador of good will—a fact that will
have a great deal to do with the creation of a
better world after this war.

(Continued on page 100)

All illustrations have been reproduced by kind
permission of the Special Service Division,
Services of Supply, U. S. Army.

THE SACRED COW: AN EVER-PRESENT SYMBOL OF HINDU FAITH

THE PRINCES, OR MAHARAJAS, GOVERN TWO-FIFTHS OF THE COUNTRY, MAINTAIN COURTS WITH FABULOUS POMP




infenance-Free

FTER the war, hard, non-porous, durable Formica surfaces will
again be available for construction of all kinds that must keep
up appearances and still stand severe wear.

There will be new colors, patterns and methods of application which
will adapt the material to more uses than the many for which it has
already been used, in commercial establishments, public buildings.
trains, ships, and apartments.

Many designers working now on new construction and new products ORMIC A
for after the war are preparing for wider use of plastics. If you are

doing similar work, at this time, we want you to know all about
Formica. Get in touch with our offices. \)l

THE FORMICA INSULATION COMPANY
4620 Spring Grove Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio
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SUUNB SYSTEMS——used

more than ever before—will re-
quire consideratien in the de-
modern

sign of buildings.

SMALL MASTER CONTROL CABINET con-
tains all Stromberg-Carlson originating
equipment such as radio, phonograph,
amplifiers and controls.

POWERFUL LOUD SPEAKER (below) per-
mits music to be heard and appreciated
despite noise level of 102 db. in Botany
Mills Weave Shed. Installation was en-
gineered by RCA Victor.

This

MUSIC FOR A RESTAURANT

tric speakers are actually two
ting high frequencies and the other low frequencies.
installation was

Like the telephone and the radio, elabo-
rate sound-distribution systems are
rapidly becoming an integral part of
modern buildings. With this extended
use must come a realization that acous-
tical and mechanical provisions for the
installation of
necessary. Design features of the audi-
torium and the radio station must be
transplanted to the factory, office, res-
taurant, hospital, liotel, apartment house

sound equipment are

and transportation terminal.

Paging is no longer the only function
of systems of sound distribution. Such
systems are being used more and more
for the dissemination of news,
and radio programs. Restaurants pro-
vide soft music for their patrons. Hotels
distribute radio programs to individual
rooms. Planned music programs in of-
fices and factories relieve monotony and
fatigue and improve morale of workers.
In New York City one company
(Muzak) sends out planned music pro-
grams 24 hours a day and 7 days a week
over privately leased wires. These go
to hundreds of subscribers in the viein-
ity. Some programs alse include news
and radio broadecasts.

music

Installation of equipment

With the expanded use of sound systems
has developed a parallel improvement
in the design and quality of the equip-
ment. and also in fitting the equipment
to a building. Essentially, such systems
consist of a microphone and phono-
graph pick-up, radio receiving set, to-
gether with amplifiers and loud speak-
ers connected by direct wires. Any
number or combination of these ele-
ments may be made to suit individual
requirements. For quality reproduction

is projected through wide-
range loud speakers on columns., These Western Elec-

units—one transmit-

planned by the Langevin Co.

the various parts of the system should
be matched in electrical output and in-
put characteristics and in frequency
range, and in turn the equipment
should be designed to match the size of
the building and the sizes and shapes
of the different rooms.

Control may be centered at the source
or at the loud speaker. Where control is
at the sending point, a separate room
is desirable to house the equipment and
to permit monitoring.

Internal wiring and outlets for a
sound-distribution system may be in-
cluded in the plans of a new building,
just as plumbing, heating and electri-
cal facilities are included. Concealed
wiring may often be run in the same
conduits with telephone or intercommu-
nication lines. Since several communi-
cation systems are often used in com-
bination with each other, this method
of wiring is undoubtedly the simplest
and most efficient. High-voltage trans-
mission is not required in acoustic wir-
ing. but it should have low resistance
to transmission of electrical currents.
Hence, not too small a gage should be
used. A low voltage pair of wires (No.
14 to 18 gage) is fairly standard for
sound systems. The pairs are often
twisted or provided with a shield that
can be grounded to reduce transmission
of extraneous noise currents along with
the desired sound effects.

Outlets for plugging in loud speakers
are three-pole polarized, partly for safe-
ty reasons and partly because the third
or ground wire eliminates noise in the
system. Spacing of outlets depends, of
course, on the type and placement of
the speakers. For most residential and

CENTRAL STUDID of the Muzak Corp. in

New York City. Dual turntable permits
continuity of music programs. Operator
follows program sheet on control panel and
monitors with volume control indicators.

THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




commercial installations, a wall speak-
er is feasible and often preferable. The
wall provides an excellent baffle for the
sound and gives a higher quality of
sound reproduction than if the speaker
is confined in a cabinet. For the same
reason an opening through the wall for
the speaker is preferable to confining
it at the rear. In both cabinet and wall,
the speaker must be so placed that the
least distortion will result. The most
natural position for a speaker is at ear
height. If this is impossible, the speaker
should be tilted and focused to hest
advantage. Speakers vary in their de-
gree of coverage, depending on the area
to be covered and range of nearby
speakers. For industrial buildings, wall
speakers are not generally practicable
since they must combat machinery noise
arising from the central area. For ef-
fective distribution of sound in such
cases, baffles are suspended from the
beams or ceilings at short distances
from one another.

Hotels, apartments and restaurants
Hotels and apartment houses have long
made use of intercommunicating tele-
phones and paging systems. More re-
cently they have distributed radio pro-
grams and recorded music to individual
rooms or apartments. “Music by
Muzak” is distributed from central
studios in several cities of the United
States to private homes, apartment
houses and restaurants. Monitoring is
done at the central studio, so volume
changes are unnecessary at the receiv-
ing end, except in the case of restaur-
ants, where the general noise level
varies during the day and evening.

Sound in commercial buildings
Terminals and offices, hospitals and
amusement centers need loud speaker
facilities for instant communication,
for reenforcement and distribution of
sound. While paging has been the pri-
mary use, music is also distributed at
certain hours,

Sound in industry

As a result of sound being widely used
in industrial buildings for speeding
communication, locating key persennel
and giving emergency warnings, the
addition of planned music programs
has been fairly simple. First used in
England, where sound systems are re-
quired for air raid protection, recorded
and radio music is rapidly becoming an
important aspect of the working day.

Actual experiments made by Stevens .

Institute of Technology. have demon- |

strated that planned niusic has stepped

up production e&icig.u:cy as much as
5 to 10 per cent or even more. Further
research on the effective use of music
in industry is now being continued
under the auspices of the Office of
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Production Research and Development,
of the War Production Board.

Acoustics and sound systems

Theatrical and radio use of acoustical
materials may well be extended to the
factory or commercial building, as well
as non-parallel walls, broken surfaces,
ete. Absorptive materials may be placed
with a view to reducing the background
noise level without diminishing the
effective distribution of sound. Reduc-
ing production noises will not only
improve the quality of a sound system,
but will also reduce the cost of installa-
tion and maintenance. Present noise
levels range from about 40 decibels
in a quiet office to more than 100 db.
in a boiler factory.

For this reason a sound-distribution
system must be chosen that either am-
plifies above the noise level or which
cuts through it at a different frequency.
Since background noise is usually con-
centrated in a relatively narrow fre-
quency width, it is possible to install a
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sound system which allows voices and
music to be heard without increasing
the general sound intensity.

Sound-distribution systems vary in
the frequency ranges they reproduce.
Early public-address systems had a
range from about 300 to 2,500 cycles
per second. The voice is intelligible
within this range, although lacking
somewhat in quality. Today 10,000,
12,000 cycles and even higher may bhe
reproduced. For paging, however, a
range up to 5,000 is adequate.

Where music is transmitted over a
sound system, the range should be ex-
tended to 8,000 or 10,000 cycles for
good reproduction. By definition, music
is composed of fundamental tones and
a combination of harmonics ranging
in audible frequencies from about 20
to over 16,000 cycles. If the harmonies
are audible in the upper frequencies,
even though industrial noise covers up
the fundamental tones, the quality of
the music will be established.

CONTROL PANELS include the
amplifiers and regulatory equip-
ment for the two channel system.

STEREOPHONIC SOUND GIVES REMOTE AUDIENCE LEFT AND RIGHT “EARS”

Experiments have indicated that
stereophonic sound, or auditory per-
spective, represents the closest ap-
proach vet made to perfect fidelity in
the instrumental recreation of speech
and music. Stereophonic transmission
is accomplished through a dual or multi-
channel reproducing system developed
by Bell Telephone Laboratories, Inc.
It can encompass the full auditory and
an enhanced volume range of orchestral
and vocal music, and even create effects
previously unobtainable on a single
channel system.

A permanent stereophonic transmis-
sion system has been installed for the
Bach Choral Festival in Bethlehem, Pa.
to transmit the program from the
chapel to a nearby auditorium. Two
electrically independent loud speakers
flanking the stage in the auditorium
simultaneously reproduce music picked
up by two independent amplifiers in
the chapel. Loud speakers, approxi-
mately the same distance apart as left
and right microphones in the chapel,
create the stereophonic illusion of an
invisible choir across the stage.



PRODUCTS AND PRACTICE

TECHNICAL NEWS

Space heating with infra-red lamps: Be-
cause infra-red lamps radiate 90 per
cent of their input wattage as heat, they
make excellent sources of additional
warmth in the home. Research by Gen-
eral Electric’s Lamp Dept. indicates
that they can be used to warm up the
kitchen or bathroom on a chilly day
or for heating infrequently used areas
such as the hasement and the attic.

R-40 Heat or Urymmg Lamps, or S-1
Sunlamps may be used as portable
units, or they may be attached to the
wall or ceiling. Such lamps may be
turned on only when needed, and even
though the air temperature is low, the
direct and reflected radiation of infra-
red waves will immediately cause
bodily comfort. A person loses heat
through radiation to cold walls, ceilings
and floors even if the air temperature is
comfortable. If some of these room sur-
faces are heated, air temperature may
be kept at a lower level which would
result in a lower consumption of fuel.
Unlike other space heaters, an infra-
red lamp’s heating elements are not
exposed to the air where there is a
loss of heat through convection and
conduction. Also, the short infra-red
waves, reflected by light-colored
surroundings, will heat up an area
quickly at reasonable cost. Infra-red
lamps could not only be put te good
use in the present fuel shortage but
might prove an effective and economi-
cal way to heat houses after the war—
the regular heating system keeping the
air at a certain minimum temperature
and lamps switching on like lights in
rooms whenever they were needed.

Woed and wart Five million tons of
metal will be replaced by wood in
1943, releasing this metal to essential
war service. Statisticians of the Na-
tional Lumber Manufacturers Assn.,
Washington, D. C. find that, on the
average, one thousand board feet of
lumber save one ton of steel. Large-
scale wooden structures would have

been impossible without the use of
ring connectors which spread the load
on a timber joint over practically the
entire cross section of the wood, bring-
ing full structural strength of the timber
into play.

Savings of structural steel in roof
trusses alone through the use of timber
connector construction has been esti-
mated by the Timber Engineering Co.,
Washington, D. C., at 400,000 tons.
Since most necessary construction for
the war effort was completed by the end
of 1942, this year wood is being di-
verted to other essential war uses and
also to some civilian products. Furni-
ture, springs, farm equipment, gutters
and downspouts, bottle caps and bath-
tubs are being made of wood in whole
or in part instead of metal. The largest
single consumer of lumber this year is
the box and crate industry, which will
use one third of the total 1943 produc-
tion for shipment of military supplies.

Lightweight buildings are prefabricated
in this country by The Travelodge
Corp.. Lynchburg, Va. for export to
tropical and semitropical countries.
Since glazed sash is unnecessary in these
climates, jalousies, or large adjustable
louvers, screened on the inside are used
in place of windows, venetian blinds,
awnings and storm shutters. Natural
lighting and ventilation are controlled
by levers on the inside. Buildings are
fabricated in any multiples of 4 ft.,
may be used as barracks, mess halls,
living quarters, etc.

Research laboratory: Designed to be vi-
bration- and soundproof, a new building
for the Ilg Ventilating Co., Chicago,
II. will house research activities on
wartime and postwar problems. Equip-
ment will include latest scientific in-
struments for measuring air, electricity,
sound, light and vibration. Since the
building will be vibration-proof, ex-
tremely sensitive apparatus will be in-
stalled for sound analysis. Stroboscopic
equipment will check deflections while
equipment is in operation. A separate
heating plant will provide steam and
hot water for testing unit heaters,

NEW PRODUCTS

PLASTIC PLUGS protect threads of pipes

In starame o= teen 00

Name: Plastic Pipe Seal Plugs.
Features: Because these lightweight
seals are precision-molded of plastic,
both machine hours and critical mate-
rials are saved in their manufacture.
Plastic seals are claimed to be tough,
durable and noncorrosive and to ef-
fectively protect threads against all
damage. Seals come in five sizes: 34,
15, 546, 34 and 1 in., and other sizes can
be readily supplied on application.
Manufacturer:  American  Molded
Products Co., 1644 North Honore St.,
Chicago, Ill.

QUICK RELEASE HINGE has many appli-
cations,

Name: Burklyn Quick Release Hinge.
Features: Originally developed to re-
lease ammunition chutes on aircraft
machine guns, this hinge may be used
on screen or storm doors and windows,
etc. A bracket houses spring-loaded
attaching pins which can be retracted
by means of finger pads. Present
models are made of noneritical low
carbon sheet steel, come in lengths
from 2 to 6 in.

Manufacturer: Burklyn Co., 3429
Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.

(Continued on page 126)
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'THE ALL-OUT WAR PRODUCTION OF TODAY-

3

MEANS BETTER

MONTHS before Pearl Harbor, Kawneer
geared up its production to meet the tremen-
dous demands of national defense. The pace
has never slackened. Kawneer, in these recent
years, has added immeasurably to its store

of “know-how"' on fabrication of rustless metals.

Stimulated also by the impact of new ideas,

revealed in the recent Architectural Compe-

tition, Kawneer is now developing the new
" and better KAWNEER STORE FRONTS OF
TOMORROW. Announcements will necessarily
await the winning of the war, but when that
time comes, you can depend on Kawneer to
maintain its leadership in store front con-
struction, established in 1905. The Kawneer
Company, Niles, Michigan

Kawinelels

ORIGINATORS OF THE

RUSTLESS METAL STORE FRONT
AND ALL-ALUMINUM

RESIDENTIAL WINDOW

JULY 19243 7



Corrosion-resistant tank
linings

FOR RUBBER

esistant cable
verings

Dureble maintenance

Chemical-resistant con-
coatings

crete sealers

Unigue Properties of ““Vinylite’” Plastics present many unusual
opportunities to future-minded architects and engineers

t is easy to foresee, even with a passing knowledge of
VinyLiTE Plastics, the important advances in architecture
and interior decoration offered by these versatile products.
Consider just two of the several types of VINYLITE Plastics
—elastic sheeting, and resins for surface coatings. The
remarkable properties and the wide breadth of application
for these products today suggest ways of solving many an
architectural and building problem tomorrow.

Floor and counter coverings of elastic sheeting that will
withstand many times the wear and abrasion of rubber and
leather ... paulins and awnings that remain flexible and
attractive despite rain, sun, and aging ... furniture cover-
ings that are virtually wearproof and cannot be stained . ..
conveyor and power belting that will not deteriorate from
oil ... pliable weather stripping that will neither dry out
with heat nor rot with moisture... these are but a few of
the possibilities of VinyLITE Elastic Sheeting based on com-
parable developments today.

VINYLITE Resin Surface Coatings offer equal inspiration to

the architect and engineer. .. as non-yellowing, non-fading
finishes for refrigerators and other household metal cabinets
...as corrosion-resistant linings for storage tanks . .. chemi-
cal-resistant coatings for sewage disposal plants. .. and oil-
resistant finishes for garage floors. Baking-type coatings,
used today for protecting the interiors of metal food con-
tainers, offer many unusual opportunities as colorful,
abrasion- and moisture-resistant lacquers. for decorative
metal trim.

You can obtain a picture of the possibilities of all the vari-
ous VINYLITE Plastics and their unique properties by writ-
ing for illustrated booklet 19, “Vinylite Resins — Their
Forms, Properties and Uses.”

Plastics Division
CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS CORPORATION
Unit of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation
UCE)
30 EAsT 425D STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.
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SARAN TUBING AND FITTINGS 15,000 WAR HOUSING UNITS!

EASILY AND QUICKLY INSTALLED
Saren tubing and fittings make their bow in the domestic plumbing

Installation of saran tubing and fittings is industry this month. These revolutionary plastic products are being
easily accomplished with standard plumb- installed in 15,000 war housing units. Extensive development tests
ing equipment. Exceptional flexibility of show that saran is most satisfactory on cold water lines and thermo-
the durable tubing simplifies operations in statically controlled hot water lines. This initial installation alone
many situations normally requiring the use saves 1,000 tons of steel and 120,000 metal fittings.
of extra joints and elbows. Flaring, bend- Saran, a Dow development, possesses chemical resistance, flexibility
ing and forming saran tubing are quickly and toughness to a degree found in few comparable materials.
mastered by workmen. Saran fittings are Tubing and fittings are now being produced by fabricators who
available for all tubing sizes—ranging have worked closely with Dow in developing these products.
from %" to %" O.D. THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, MIDLAND, MICHIGAN
MNew York » 5% Louis + Chicago = Houston . San Francisco . Los Angeles . Seattle

SARAN

0w PLASTICS

STYRON - ETHOCEL

CHEMICALS INDISPENSABLE
TO INDUSTRY AND VICTORY




Diagram shows

insulated wall

and how properly
designed Storm
Sash provides 2

fo 3° between

panes, thus pro

tecling inside

window:

How can you “insulate” post-war casement windows easily
and inexpensively? By using outside storm sash, thus
reducing heat losses up to 60%, eliminating “cold
feeling” windows.

How do outside storm sash eliminate condensation? By
providing a dead-air space between the two panes of
glass, which “warms” the inside pane to where the
room air isn’t “chilled” rapidly.

What’s wrong with INSIDE storm sash? The greater the
distance between the two panes of glass, the more the
insulation. Inside storm sash usually don’t afford the
desirable 2” to 3" of dead-air insulating space.

Why not “double glaze” casement windows? So far
double glazing is too expensive; tends to “sweat”
between the glass unless all moisture from the sealed-

pem& on
METAL CASEMENTS

wilh Q“’t“’_(_é
Gronn S ddé

BEF MsM ARON

90% of the area of @ny window is glass; and single glass dis-
sipates indoor warmth, wastes fuel, sacrifices comfort. That’s
why even the smallest POST-WAR house will be insulated

...and equipped with insulated metal casement windows.

in air is removed; doesn’t cover the joint between
sash and frame where cold air may leak in, even in
weather-stripped sash.

Are outside storm sash expensive? No, they're probably
least expensive, since they more than just “insulate.”
They reduce air infiltration, drafts. .. hence, save fuel;
they make weather-stripping unnecessary . . . another
saving; they protect the whole window from bad
weather ... saving maintenance costs. Added up,
these savings more than cover the small initial cost
of outside storm sash.

How can you get an inexpensive metal casement and out-
side storm sash built together, far the small post-war bouse?
Easy...file this page in your jost-war follow-up. Then,
after, the war, consult your Mesker Wirdow Engineer.

e Y
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PIONEERS

LA-DEL Axial=Flow Fans Save Space!

I 'HIS IS AN AGE OF STREAMLINING and space-
saving, both in the design of structures and the
equipment they must contain.

La-Del Axial Flow Fans are designed for the ultimate
in space utilization and efficiency of operation.

The above illustration is a typical example of how La-Del
installations save valuable space. The ventilating system
at the left is a big, bulky unit installed owtside of the air
duct itself. Note the large cubic feet space it requires -

space which otherwise could be used to more profitable
advantage.

Now note the La-Del Axial Flow Fan unit at the right.
It is entirely contained within the duct itself! Absolutely
no extra outside space is required. And it serves the air
movement needs of this job with much greater efficiency.
The entire La-Del Axial Flow Fan system is as compact
as a kernel in a shell. Note the diagrammatic drawing.
The adjustable pitch propeller blades are designed for
peak efficiency with balanced characteristics throughout
adjustment and fan operating range. This blade design
actually broadens the useful operating range of a fan of

.

1943

IN THE DESIGN OF AXIAL-FLOW FANS

any given size by fully 75%. Straightening vanes, having
specific relations to propeller design, correct to a true
axial flow the helical air motion caused by propeller
blades. The streamlined tail maintains a uniform axial
flow without turbulence.

Only the La-Del Axial Flow Fan system can give you
so much ventilating efficiency, in such compact space,
and at such low cost.

Because our entire
facilities are devoted
to war work, La-Del
Axial Flow Fans are
not now available
toindustry. However,
in preparation for
intensive post-war
activity it will pay
you to have addition-
al facts about this
new idea in ventila-
tion. Write for Bul-
letin No. 116.

All units within the
duct, a La-Del feature

LA-DEL CONVEYOR & MFG. CO.

New Philadelphia, Ohio
FOR EFFICIENT AIR CIRCULATION
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now PRECIPITRON" works

Here’s the inside story
of Electric Air Cleaning

There is really nothing mysterious about Precipitron—the new
Westinghouse air cleaner that operates by electricity. Yet it whisks
smoke, haze, dust and dirt out of the circulating air as if by magic.
In fact, it removes 907, of all particles down to 1,/250,000 of an inch
in diameter. Even tobacco smoke, smallest and most elusive of all air-

borne invaders, is quickly “grounded” upon contact with the
| Y B P

Precipitron.

Sealed within the ventilating duct so that all air must pass through
it, the Precipitron operates silently, efficiently, with no more moving
parts than a storage battery. At the front of the unit (or cell), two fine
tungsten wires and three grounded rods create a strong electrostatic
field. As each particle of dust or smoke passes through this field, it
receives a positive charge of electricity, making it a “willing victim”

for the next step in the process.

A series of collector plates are located back of the electrostatic
field and as the charged particles pass through, they are drawn to
the oppositely charged plates where they are deposited and adhere.
At regular intervals these plates are cleaned with water and the
deposit flushed harmlessly down the drain.

Today, Precipitron Electric Air Cleaning protects

HEATING AND COOLNG
HUMIDIFYING 59:!5
.

precision parts from air-borne grit and dirt . . . cleans

ventilating air for large rotating machinery in steel
mills and power stations . . . removes oil mist and
welding fumes . . . performs many other important jobs
for America’s War Industries. For full information on
Precipitron and its applications, write Westinghouse
Electric & Mfg. Co., Edgewater Park, Cleveland, Ohio

Cross section of typical air conditioning duct.
ye & *Trade-mark registered in U, S, A.

Westinghouse Precipitron

PLANTS IN 25 CITIES OFFICES EVERYWHERE

Tune in on John Charles Thomas, Sundays, 2:30 p.m., E.W.T,
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These rugged floors of
ASBESTOS and ASPHALT
effectively meet today’s
requirements

If vou have a floor covering problem, investigate the advantages
of Johns-Manville Asphalt Tile. This colorful, resilient flooring
is readily available either for essential new construction or for
necessary replacements of worn-out floors.

LONG SERVICE. J-M floors have a tough composition of ashes-
tos fiber and asphalt and will withstand unusually hard wear.
This ability to last longer is a primary requirement of every
[')III‘('iI“L‘it' in a war economy.

EASY TO MAINTAIN. The shortage of labor in most buildings
is a serious problem today. J-M Asphalt Tile Floors help meet
this problem because they require little care. Pre-waxed, they
are ready for use as soon as installed and are easily kept clean.
LOW COST. J-M floors are made to pre-war standards of
quality . . . are available at pre-war prices too! They cost less
than any other type of resilient floor covering on the market.
An interesting full-color brochure entitled “Ideas for Decorative
Floors™ contains the full story of J-M Asphalt Tile Flooring.
For free copy address Johns-Manville, 22 E. 40th St., New York.

A wide variety of plain and marbleized colors meels any decorative scheme. Note particularly the
interesting character of the J-M marbleizing which avoids all feeling of mechanical regularity.

7
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A 100% RECORD

Awards on Moy Bth, 1943 to two
plants in Kenosha, Wisc., com-
pleted this 100% record for The
American Brass Company.

ALL TEN AMERICAN BRASS CO.
PLANTS IN U.S. A. HAVE EARNED RIGHT
TO FLY ARMY-NAVY “E" FLAG

This is the story in terms of war production

(Dur Connecticut plants were among the first in the
brass industry to receive the coveted “E” Award for out-
standing production of war materials. Since then a//
our plants, including those in the States of Michigan,
Wisconsin and New York, have been similarly honored.

As the largest fabricator in the copper and brass field,
The American Brass Company is keenly aware of its
responsibility and its opportunity to serve the cause
of the United Nations.

Since 1939, production has been tripled, with vir-
tually every pound today going for war purposes.

WARTIME PRODUCTION RECORD OF THE U. S. BRASS INDUSTRY
Sl showing percentage increases over 1939
INCREASE <
*
QF
0* ]
1-'*‘;, 3 g
100% Py «01\'5“"‘
INCREASE 0 /:’,\‘;
‘.*(o /;‘;?ﬁ
W
b 74N
,.--—"'"—‘J'ﬁr‘i\
1939 1940 1941 1942

This chart*, based on 1939 peacetime production, shows the rapid swing
into all-out war production, both by the copper and brass fabricating industry
and The American Brass Company (notiacluding Government-owned plants).
All-time production records have been continually broken ever since the
National Defense Program was initiated in 1940.

#Based on compilations of The American HBureau of Metal Statistics

This record was accomplished by close cooperation
between management and labor . .. careful planning

THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY -

Subsidiary of

CAN AFFORD.

BONDS

YOU

. TURN IN AlLL

for rapid conversion to wartime operations . . . inten-
sive training of new personnel . . . plus efficient utiliza-
tion of existing and new plant equipment.

Detailed figures, of course, cannot be revealed, but
The American Brass Company is consistently breaking
all previous volume records. In addition to its U. S.
plants and that of a Canadian subsidiary, Anaconda
American Brass Ltd., the company’s production also
embraces three plants operated for the United States
and Canadian Governments.

Shipments this past January were the largest in the
company’s history. March exceeded January. The first
quarter of *43 was by far the greatest tonnage quarter
in the records of the company.

8000%
PRODUCTION OF COPPER ALLOYS FOR S
AMMUNITION by The American Brass Co. i

6000%
This chart shows the vast increase
in production of copper-base al- 5000 %
loys directly earmarked for ammu- 4000%
nition in plants operated by The o
American Brass Company. Thisis 3000%
one of the most vital needs for
copper and brass. Tremendous 2000%
quantities are required for all types 1000 %
of ammunition,

1939 1940 1941 1942

The American Brass Company is proud indeed that all
the plants it operates in the U. S. A. have won the honor
of flying the Army-Navy “E” for excellence in produc-
tion. But it is even prouder of the organization and the
will-to-produce that have made this record possible

.. and will keep it going. amg

Cppon Mining

THE SCRAP YOU CAN FIND




Ready, on a production
basis, when the call
came for a war shower

When the government called for a shower cabinet, designed to use a minimum
of critical materials, Fiat was ready on a production basis with the Volunteer.
The Design Division, Office of the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Government ap-
proved the Volunteer to meet the needs of the Nation for war housing and
military cantonments. In addition to filling government requirements, Fiat is
supplying the Volunteer for civilian needs through our regular jobbers when
adequate priorities are available. The Volunteer is priced at $37.50, F.O.B.
Chicago, Ill., Long Island City, N. Y., New York City or Pasadena, California.

'FIAT METAL MANUFACTURING COMPAN

1205 Roscoe St., Chicago. ® 21-45 Borden Ave., Long Island City, N. Y. @ 32

JULY 1943

® The Volunteer Model
contains only 25 lbs. of
steel—has patented con-
struction of corner
joints. A truly prefab-
ricated product that can
be set up in 18 minutes
with a screwdriver the

only tool required

S. San Gabriel Blvd., Pasadena, Cal.
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HUMAN HAND OF MICA, OHIO—SPRINGTIME SHOWERS BY ABRAHAM RATTNER

18

NEW FRONTIERS IN AMERICAN PAINTING,
by Samuel M. Kootz. Hastings House,
New York. 65 pp. 9 x 11. $5.

MEDIEVAL AMERICAN ART. A Survey in
Two Volumes, by P&l Kelemen. The
Maecmillan Co., New York. 414 pp. 306
plates. 9 x 11%4. $22.50.

To art in America the war has meant a
degree of isolation not known since the
discovery of this continent. After the
arrival of the last refugees from France,
the ties to European art became tempo-
rarily severed, and the obvious reaction
was to turn to our native efforts, both
past and present. It may, therefore, be
no coincidence that a major work on
pre-Columbian art in America and an
important book on the new painting in
this country were published within a
few days of each other.

Mr. Kelemen's book on American
medieval art is a magnificent job of
research, uncovering undreamt-of cul-
tural development in North and South
America. The book consists of a volume
of detailed, scholarly writing and a
second volume of illustrations, some of
which the author had to travel far to
obtain. There is an extraordinarily
mature knowledge of materials and
structure in the architecture and sculp-
ture shown. The pre-Columbians’ under-
standing of balance and pattern is
something not consciously rediscovered
until the present time, in the abstract
painting of Mondrian or the patterns
of Stuart Davis and George L. K.
Morris. There are similarities between
these early art forms and certain de-
velopments in Africa and Europe,
which it will be the anthropologist’s
job to explain—though Mr. Kelemen
claims that these are merely “optical
illusions.” He does concede that there
were direct influences from Mongol
cultures across the Bering straits. How-
ever that may be, it is clear from this
excellent book, that the worst thing
that ever happened to indigenous
American art was the discovery of this
continent.

Mzr. Kootz, on the other hand, is the
biographer of the rebirth of American
art. His book is like a breath of fresh
air: no punches are pulled, no bushes
beaten about. Sample bushes: The
“Nationalist™ painters, the Bentons and
Grant Woods, who have been sur-
rounded with phony halos far too long.
To them, and the “class struggle boys,”
the author says: “The plain fact of
the matter is that the radical pattern
of this school is as dull esthetically as
the reactionary pattern of the National-
ist school. Both schools trade in local

(Continued on page 110)
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Copper . . . or Stainless . . .
I‘ Nickel . . . Brass, Bronze

N Silver ... one side or bothsic
. . . any thickness desired.

Q\k
*Trademark Reg. U. S. Pat. OIT..

THE INSEPARABLY BONDED CLAD METAL

Roll it—spin it—draw it—stamp it/ This covering one or both sides in equal or different
uniquely-produced composite metal, an exclu- thicknesses. The ratio of clad to base metals re-
sive development of Superior Steel Corporation, mains constant through reducing and forming
opens new horizons to designers now occupied operations, providing high flexibility in product
in product development for post-war sales. design and manufacture.

In SuVeneer Clad Metal, other ferrous or Mark “"SuVeneer' well for the future . . .
non-ferrous alloys are joined with plain steel, get the facts today!/

““SuVeneer’ in Peace

from the SuVeneer gilding metal clad
strip, to cups, to finished bullet jackets.

CORPORATION



How much will Ymo want for postwar building?

This you know: When the shooting is over, there
will be more aluminum ... probably six times
more . . . than there was before it started in 1939.

This you should ponder: The price of aluminum
is lower today than it has ever been . . . 25 per cent
lower, on ingots, than in 1939. You can toss out
all the cost figures you ever used on aluminum.
After the war, you will have a fresh new set to stir

your interest.

This you should investigate: Aluminum technol-
ogy is on the march to new horizons. Designers of
war materiel are learning how aluminum alloys
contribute to the betterment of those products:
greater utility, longer
life, finer appearance.
Manufacturers and their

workmen now accept the

———

fabrication of aluminum as a matter of course.

This you remember: Before the war channeled all
aluminum into fighting equipment, aluminum was
being widely used by architects and builders.
Doors. windows and sills, skylights, coping,
spandrels and decorative devices; all are now giving
a good account of themselves on homes and build-
ings all over the country. Postwar construction is

certain to employ aluminum in a big way.

All of which calls for Imagineering. Let your im-
agination play with these facts: more alumi-
num, cheap aluminum, new aluminum technology.
Engineer them into your designs now, on the
drawing board, and be ready when wartime shoot-
ing stops and it’s time to get going on peacetime
construction. ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA,
2166 Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

| ALCOA ALUMINUM




” 5/? £ S O/V f WA y PROPELLAIR Fans

can help you solve problems involving heat!

The diagram at the right illustrates the design and operating
principle of the Propellair Verti-Vent stack as an extremely
efficient roof ventilator. It incorporates advanced features
for solving ventilating problems where heat collecting at the
roof must be drawn off in volume.

Butterfly dampers, operating within a wind guard, offer
virtually zero resistance. The full displacement of the fan is
discharged vertically, sending heat (plus smoke and dust, if
any) high above the roof to reduce the possibility of return
to the ventilated area. When not in operation this unit is effi-
cient in refaining heat within the building until it is desirable
to discharge it, as in foundries before pouring starts.

High-velocity discharge prevents rain from entering when
the fan is running, and the dampers close gently and posi-
tively as the propeller coasts to a stop. A channel is provided
for water to run off to the side of the stack and then onto
the roof.

The Propellair Verti-Vent stack is a fool-proof, fully auto-
matic ventilator, readily installed at the topmost points
where heat and fumes collect. Available in sizes from 12" to
60" diameter, 2100 to 68,000 c.f.m.

PROPELLAIR FANS
OFFER THESE
ADVANTAGES

AXIAL-FLOW, AIRFOIL PROPELLERS,

especially designed by Propellair engineers, deliver maximum air
with minimum horsepower. Air flow is even over all parts of the
blades—the whole fan works, not just the tips! These unique pro-
pellers are also non-overloading—from free air to complete block-
off, horsepower remains virtually constant as long as motor speed
is constant. The number of blades, and their angle and shape, depend
on the job to be done.

CURVED ENTRANCE RING -

y Y
in addition to serving as a sturdy support assembly, :: ‘::
reduces tip loss and enables Propellair Fans to de- ) 1
liver maximum air per borsepower. Introduced in At
1930, as a result of exhaustive experiments and -
tests by Propellair engineers, this design makes i %
possible the utilization of the “Airfoil” air-move- =1
ment principle in the emtrance ring as well as in G
the propeller. 7

A PROPELLAIR FAN FOR EVERY APPLICATION

CD—Direct connected to
electric motors. For ducts,
hoods, roof ventilators or
panels.

e

CF— For belt drive from
separate motors, ﬂllHill(‘N
or line ahafts. Also with ex-
tended shaft assembly.

®

CE—Extended
shaft fans for ducts,
dryers, ete., where
motor must be out-
side the air stream.

CS —Heavy-
duty complete
belt-driven unit
in duct section,
For severe dust,
cOrrosive or ex-
plosive vapors.

CSV—_Heav y-duty
complete helt-
driven unit for
high temperatures
in ducts, pipes, and
as stack boosters.

CSB — Heav y-duty
complete belt -driven
unit for ducts or stacks
to handle explosive va-
pors, dust, or high tem-
peratures.

HrA

cuflam-n‘laud, tiltable,
portable cradle fan for
hardening-room service,
product drying or cooling.

CM — Heavy-duty pedestal
blast fan for cooling men and
products in heavy industries,

C—Industrial circulator fan
for general air-cireulating serv-
ice of all types.

cB-mﬁlow-inen], ultra-quiet
complete belt-driven fan. For
office or room ventilation.

.9 f you have a pressing industrial ventilating problem,
you should have our Propellair catalog No. 10-O. It con-
tains many pages of technical tables, charts, diagrams
and other valuable information for architects, engineers
and plant men—and of course describes and illustrates
the complete Propellair line. We will mail the catalog on
request or, if you prefer, we will ask the nearest Propellair
ventilating specialist to deliver your copy personally and
at the same time discuss your specific problems. Write!

JULY 1943
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Cover has been removed from §
100-ampere G Frame Nofuze §8
ion” Breaker to show ho
changeable trip unit can bg
without disturbing ot

the mechanism.

Whether in khaki or “civvies”, Nofuze Breakers provide circuit [

protection that can be accurately fitted to job conditions.
NOFUZE “DE-ION" BREAKERS

Today, when most Westinghouse Breakers are “mobilized” to
protect war circuits, they are keeping current flowing safely, with
T Prevent harmless over-

mimmum interruptions in war production. loads from interrupting

When peace comes, with its equally great problems of con- war production.

version to civilian goods, Nofuze Breakers will permit economical

and speedy change-overs. For example: In the larger frame sizes, Protect circuits from
trip units are removable and interchangeable. Thus if your con- S ::gg‘;zl:tss.f}_ver]oads
version results in heavier or lighter loads, the present trip unit i

can be quickly replaced with one of the required trip rating. B
Restore service in-

stantly with just a flip

o

It’s as easy as that.
of the switch.

Ask your Westinghouse representatives for help on your war
circuit problems. Or write direct to: Westinghouse Electric &
Manufacturing Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa., Dept. 7-N, J-60539

I VVestinghouse NOFUZE CIRCUIT PROTECTION

PLANTS IN 25 CITIES ... OFFICES EVERYWHERE

THE ARCHITECTURAL "FORUM
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N
%You watched us plunge all-out into war work when

the shooting started. We knew what was coming. We knew
the shortest road to peace. We were ready! i+ Today

with cach passing hour more and more war material streams from
our machines—but, with all this...we at LCN make time

to plan the improved products, the new ideas, the increase in
productive jobs that must be ready and waiting for

those critical first days of peace. *+ We must do

this—all business must...if we are to forestall “make work”
projects—if we are to win the peace as well as

the war. So again we are turning

the clock ahead...to be ready when war’s final bugle

sounds. = Expect us, at that hour, to switch over

men and machines with utmost speed

to bring our plans to life.

FULY 1943

DOOR CLOSERS

NORTON LASIER COMPANY, 466 WEST SUPERIOR STREET » CHICAGO
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RIC-WIL

There is a Ric-wiL insulated conduit system engineered to your specific
needs—the transmission of steam, hot water, oil, hot or refrigerated
process liquids—providing heat transfer with the lowest possible loss.

WIL IINJULATED 't UN JINGLE FIFE JTIIEM
Prefabricated complete units—pipe as specified, thoroughly insulated, in
helical corrugated conduit, coated and wrapped with asphalt saturated
asbestos felr. 21-ft, lengrhs for speedy installation. For underground or
overhead systems.

ATED MNIT — MMl IPE TYSTEA
M CW Ui TMIUL e Q12150

Any specified combination of pipes in prefabricated conduit—insulatea
and protected the same as the single pipe system. Any or all of the pipe
lines may be specially insulated to meet job requirements.

yULATED PIPE UNIT—FOR PROCESS
An adaptation of the multiple system used where a steam or hot water
line heats fluids in other lines. Pipes are insulated from the exterior but
not from each other, Sizes and specifications as required—conduit same

as for other insulated pipe units.

Vicrified glazed A. S. T. M. Standard Tile Housing—acid and waterproof
—with foundation type base drain supporting weight of piping through
correctly engineered pipe supports. Positive locked-in-place cement seals
on sides and ends. For single or multiple pipes.

Same advantages as Standard Tile but with walls approximately double
thick for strength under heavy traffic or where overhead load is above
normal. Will support concentrated static load of 6 tons per wheel under
actual installation conditions, Base drain of extra-heavy tile.

Heavy reinforced cast iron conduit for use where underground pipe
lines run close to or under railroad tracks, Durable, water-tight and
vibration-proof. Positive locked-in-place cement seals on sides and ends
with metal clamps for extra tightness.

Where installation conditions dictate the use of a concrete pad Ric-WiL
Universal Tile is recommended. Side walls are double-cell vitrified trape-
zoidal block design. Arch may be Standard Tile, Super-Tile, or Cast Iron.

For oil or process liquids where conduit must be insulated but individual
lines are not insulated from one another. Insulation is a diatomaceous earth
lining, moulded and keyed to igside of tile. May also be used (Type DF)
with fibre insulation for steam heat, power and superheated steam.
Applicable to Standard, Super-Tile and Cast Iron,

Ric-wil accessories are available in all type systems; standard
and special fittings, factory fabricated or field fabricated
expansion devices, alignment guides, and anchors. Descriprive
bulletins on request.

GET THE ORIGINAL — SPECIFY RIC-WIL

INSULATED CONDUIT SYSTEMS
THE Ric-wiL. COMPANY . CLEVELAND, OHIO

AGENTS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
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SINCI'-‘. the advent of the National emergency over three years ago, The Herman
Nelson Corporation has been developing special equipment for our war effort. The Herman
Nelson Self-Powered Portable Heaters were designed particularly for our armed forces, and were suc-
cessfully used as early as last winter at Army and Navy Bases everywhere.

These portable, light-weight, sturdy, self-powered ground heaters are mainly used for preheating air-
craft engines in severe, cold weather. They have successfully produced a steady flow of heated air in
temperatures as low as 65° below zero.

In addition, these units have served the armed forces well by supplying heat for small buildings, tents,
freight car interiors, repair shops and many other applications where portable, self-powered heat is
required.

At the same time The Herman Nelson Corporation has been furnishing its standard peace-time prod-

ucts, such as hiJet Unit Heaters and Autovent Fans and Blowers, for use in Army-Navy Iumuk and
War Plants throughout the country.

Herman Nelson Horizontal
Shaft Propeller Fan Type Aufovent Direct Drive Autovent
hidet Heaters Propecller Fans Type HB Blowers

Herman Nelson Blower Fan
Type hiJet Heaters

THE HERMAN NELSON CORPORATION MOLINE ILLINOIS

Autovent Fan & Blower Division, Chicago, lllinois
Manufacturers of Quality Heating, Ventilating and Air Cenditioning Products

JULY 1943 25




Above: Morris Ketchum, Jr., and Lustron battery case for
walkie-talkie radio. Recognized as an expert in the
aesign of modern commercial buildings, Mr. Ketchum is
associated with the New York architectural and engineer-
ing firm, Harrison, Fouilhoux and Abramovitz and is an in-
structar of Architectural Design, New York University.

FROM A WALKIE-TALKIE BATTERY
... A CAMERA STORE FOR 194X!

Stories of a number of wartime plastics
uses contributed to this conception of a
camera store for 194X by New York
Architect Morris Ketchum, Jr. One which
particularly fired his imagination, however,
was a battery case for compact walkie-
talkie radios molded from Lustron, Mon-
santo’s lightweight, water and weather
resistant polystyrene.

Starting with a ceiling of translucent
Lustron panels which make use of those

same qualities, Mr. Ketchum has gone
on to visualize a complete store based
on the logical development of wartime
advances in several other Monsanto plas-
tics as well.

Mr. Ketchum's store, however, is by
no means an all-plastics creation. Where
other materials promise to serve better
than the plastics we may expect to have
available in the near future, those other
materials have been specified.

Ceiling: Standard size, clip-on ponels of trans-
fucent Lustron — chosen for its , lightweight,
dimensional stability and acid resistance —carry
over both the outside lobby and the interior.
Above panels is overall lighting system including
both incandescent and fluorescent illumination,

Ceiling moldings support panels, also serve as
continuous wireways or plug-in strips for down-
light fixtures. They might be formed from any
one of three Monsanto plastics, Lustron, Resinox
or the newest of the family, melomine. As panels
are remavable, lighting system is easily rebuilt,

Canopy fascia: plastics-bond-
ed plywood which could be
surfaced in any desired color
with new types of recently de-
veloped weather, water and
age resistant melamine resins.

Canopy letters: molded from
translucent, colored Lustron.
Thanks to Lustron's ability to
"pipe" light, they could be
edge-lighted from a concealed
source in the canopy fascia.

A W/

B,

Photomural wall, eight feet high and the
langth of the store, is mounted on continuous
length of Resinox or melamine-bonded plywood.
A film of transparent plastic protects it from
wear and careless hands. As a result, it can be
cleaned with soap, water and scrubbing brush.

The Broad
ond Versatile Family
of Monsanto Plastics

(Trade namesdesignate Monsanto’s
exclusive formulations of these
basic plastic materials)

LUSTRON (polystyrene) + SAFLEX
(vinyl acetal) « NITRON (cellulose
nitrate) « FIBESTOS (cellulose ace-
tare) - OPALON (cast phenolicresin)
RESINOX (phenclic compounds)

Sheets + Rods « Tubes « Molding

Compounds - Castings » Vuepak Rigid
Transparent Packaging Materials
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Projection screen: Rear wall of sales orea is o
large, recessed screen on which could be shown
still or motion pictures. Screen, perhaps of a
plastics composition, is recessed to increase its
luminosity and might also be mounted on light,

Supporting columns: thin,
strong columns of steel or one
of the new, light metal alloys.
Where maximum strength per
unit of area is desired, metals
are still superior to plastics.

Door, glazing, and show-
cases:mightsome day be form-
ed from non-shatterable, Aexi-
ble or semi-flaxible sheets of
transparent plastic but in pre-
dictable future should be glass.

dimensionally stable, plastics-bonded plywood.

WHAT EVERY PROPHET SHOULD KNOW

Frankly, much development work has yet to be done in
laboratories of established building materials suppliers
and plastics manufacturers alike, before the store Mr.
Ketchum has sketched opens for business. As one of
the nation’s largest producers of plastics, however,
Monsanto is interested in encouraging intelligent,
creative prophecies like Mr. Ketchum's. For only when
the logical possibilities @nd limitations of plastics are
fully understood can they contribute to the fullest to a
better postwar world. MONSANTO CHEMICAL COM-
paNY, Plastics Division, Springfield, Massachusetts.
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Theyve learned a lot*

BUY U. S. WAR BONDS
and STAMPS

JULY 11943
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about fuel saving!

Adversity is a great teacher. Thousands of dwellers in homes large and small
have found out things they never knew about heating economy. Some of them
learned the hard way — discovering for the first time that their heating equip-
ment is wasteful of fuel, and that restricted rations mean discomfort. Now they're

watching the fuel situation with hawk-like intensity, and praying for a mild winter.

Others, however, have a self-satisfied look when the subject is broached. These
are likely to be the people who have Fitzgibbons Steel Boilers or Air Conditioners.
They will perhaps shut off a spare room or so, use care in other ways, and with-
out sacrifice of comfort will keep within their budgeted fuel ration. These people
are feeling pretty thankful today, for the excellent judgment of their architects
in specifying "‘Fitzgibbons."

Among the less fortunate, more and more often you hear the plaint—""Wish |
had a Fitzgibbons —I'll never build another house without one!"

Fitzgibbons Boiler Company, Inc.
101 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. WORKS: OSWEGO, N. Y.
Branches and Representatives in Principal Cities
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Post-War Building

oDAY Revere is 1009, committed to war work. But looking to the day of after-

Victory, it is even now preparing to supply the demands of the building indus-
try for roofing, flashing, pipe, tube and architectural shapes in copper and its
numerous alloys. And, as ever, Revere will continue to provide expert technical
advice to those with special problems in employing its products.

In still another way Revere looks to the future. It believes that the current lively
public interest in planning post-war housing—community or otherwise—should be
definitely encouraged. Hence, in its current national advertising, it is presenting
the ideas of some leading architects and designers. Most of their thinking is con-
cerned with how to make possible “the more ample life” and is well exemplified
by Mr. Lescaze's suggestion for a Town Leisure Center. Public reaction—in the
way of booklet requests for detailed information of the individual projects—has
been excellent.

Revere believes that its effort to encourage post-war planning—in the concrete
fashion which it is now doing—is bound to benefit every one concerned with the
industry: architect, builder, contractor, dealer, realtor, manufacturer and financier.
Revere is certain, too, that the extended use of copper and its various alloys will
make any building more durable, better to look at, better to live in, better to own,
rent or sell.
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“Some time after victory, you
and your neigh

tend the ope

Ors may at-
g of your
town’s new leisure center—a
city building almost like a
country club, where swim
ming, hand ball, table tennis
and other games would be
free to members of the com-
munity. A place where, after work
nings, you could limber up your m
pinochle with your friends,

or in the eve-
uscles or play

“Your entire family would have free use of this
club. A special play area would he designed for
children, and a modern nursery would safely care
for babies while mothers are

swimming, playing
games, shopping or at work,

town of 25,000 people or more,
could easily be possible. Tomorrow’s 1
homes, by bringing better living to millions, will
cate our towns and comn Leisure
centers such as [ have described could be built and
supported by public funds in the same way as
public libraries and schools.

“For ar

this
o8l

This advertise

1943

Admission Free!

"I am working on the basic design for such a
building, using the latest construction techniques
and materials. In a project of this kind, naturally
the use of copper should be considerable in view
of its wide adaptability to the builder's needs. I
know that the cost would easily come within rench
of hundreds of towns throughout America. Why
nol start now to plan for this in your
Revere has prepared a free booklet giving more
information about it. Write to Revere.”

WiLtiam Leseaze

For Americans, especially,
at stake in this war, After victory all of us can
look forward 1o hay richer ways of living than
ever before, Not anly are new, low-cost homes
already Laking shape in the minds of architects
and engineers, but out of these plans can arise
New communities, reborn cities and lowns, new
types of buildings to make better liv g available
to millions,

important things are

Revere does not produce buildings or expect to
in the future, but we know that in tomorrow’s homes
copper and its alloys will play a newly important

ment appears in Saturday Evening Post,

€

part, In thousands of homes today Revere copper
now gives lasting protection against the weather,
delivers rust-free water, helps reduce heating costs.

In days ahead it can bring us new comforta and

nces, can make our homes better to own,
or rent, or sell,

All of us are now working for Uncle Sam, No
copper is availuble except for war, But the research
going forward in Revere's laboratories TODAY

can help make better living available to all TO-
MORROW,

Naturally, in this limited space, Mr, Lescaze
could describe only o few detrils of his con-
ceplion for a leisure center, For more infor-
mation about it, write to Revere for Jree
illustrared bookler,

’ REVERE

COPPER AND BRASS INCORPORATED
Founded by Paul Revere in 1801
Executive Offices; 230 Park Avenue, New York

June 19, 1943
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DOODLED IN 1745. Here is an architect's idea of how fo
shave 60 men a minute—oil, comb, powder their wigs all
at the same time. Fortunately, this dream-barbershop-for-

busy-Beau-Brummels never became a reality. Even 200
years ago, as you see, artists dreamed and architects plan-
ned new kinds of housing—most of which never got built.

—_

Are you p@@@// &E@g

or Planning for

that Building Boom?

Sure—there’s a terrific need for new housing.

But if that's why you're dreaming of a postwar build-
ing boom—just remember what a need there was before
the war.

And what happened? No boom.

No—need alone does not necessarily mean demand.
So, to help create demand as quickly as possible after
Victory comes, TIME offers a practical five-point

PLAN FOR BUILDING
POSTWAR BUILDING MARKETS

First point is . . . 1. Get ready to make sales the minute peace
comes. To do this job, you can tap the dammed-up post-
war buying power of over a million TIME-reading fam-
ilies. These men and women* prefer TIME 7 to 1 over
“TiME's readers include such influential people as executives and editors,
congressmen and college presidents, government officials, mayors, radio

commentators, and 34 other groups of leaders—every one of which has
recently voted “TIME is America's most important magazine.”

THE CETTMANN ARCHIVE

all the other magazines they read that carry advertising.
They have the “habit of progress”—the money to buy
what they want (their incomes are 2% times the aver-
age U. S. family’s).

And TIME can help you put all the other four peints
of this plan to work for you—can help you 2.Stimulate
confidence in new techniques, materials, designs; 3. Interest
both men and women, because they jointly decide when and
how to build a house; 4.Str up prospects for non-residential
buying; 5. Get the middlemen on your side.

Ask your advertising agency to tell you how—or watch
these ads.

TIME

— GATEWAY TO THE BUILDING MARKET ———
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Cast Bronze Building Entrances

- . Elevator Poor?

Bronit
Many of the world’s most famous
architects and builders have
found in Michaels craftsman-
ship the full expression of their
artistic ideals, faithfully repro-
duced in everlasting metals. For three-quarters of a century it
has been our privilege to cooperate closely with architects and
builders in the development and production of preducts which
add so much to the character and beauty of their creations.

Cast Bronze Railing Grilles

After the war and peace have been won, we look forward to resum-
ing our interpretation of the genius of architect and builder.

MICHAELS PRODUCTS ...

Fixtures for Banks and Offices Name Plates Wrought Iron and Bronze Lighting Fixtures
Welded Bronze Doors Railings (cast and wrought) Wire Work

Elevator Doors Building Directories Cast Thresholds

Elevator Enclosures Bulletin Boards Extruded Thresholds

Check Desks (standing and wall) Stamped and Cast Radiator Grilles Extruded Casements and Store Front Sash
Lamp Standards Grilles and Wickets Bronze and Iron Store Fronts

Marquise Kick and Push Plates Bronze Double Hung Windows

Tablets and Signs . Push Bars Bronze Casement Windows

THE MICHAELS ART BRONIE CO., Inc.

COVINGTON, KENTUCKY

Manufacturers of many products in Bronze, Aluminum and other Metals
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Out of the wide variety of war duties Marlite is now performing—
t of thousands of pre-war installations come promise of the beauty
d utility Marlite offers for post-war building. Plastic-finished Marlite
alls in thousands of war plant wash rooms are furnishing new proof
the ability of its high-heat-bake finish to withstand wear and tear—

resist stains. From hospital operating rooms comes daily proof of
he case with which Marlite may be kept clean and sanitary. It is “sell-
g itself” to tens of thousands of women who see it in factory rest
poms and first aid stations.

ON DUTY TODAY IN FOR BEAUTY TOMORROW IN

® Industrial washrooms, showers ® Homes—from basement to attic.
and first aid stations, ® Hotel lobbies, dining rooms, halls
*® War housing showers. and bathrooms.

Professional offices.
And a great many others.

® Industrial Offices. : :::::f::a::::l

® Home remodeling for worker ® Smart retail s‘opt.
housing. 3 ® Funeral parlors.

®* Home und_cemmcrcwl building ® Theater lobbies.
repair. °

® Industrial cofeterias. ° :::;2::0::':".

* Hospitals. .

L ]

® And o grect many others.

ADVANTAGES THAT COUNT!

When you specify Marlite, you're offering your client (home, commercial or
dustrial) the advantages of lustrous beauty and practical cost with a choice of
pin-colors, tile-pattern, horizontaline, genuine wood-veneers and marble-patterns—
all, over 100, colors and patterns. You're making long life a part of the room
Marlite surfaces never need repainting. Marlite reduces cleaning labor and time.
ecifying large, wallsize panels of plastic-finished Marlite also makes possible
ick, easy installation even by a novice carpenter with ordinary tools,

ARCHITECTS! send for Descriptive Catalog

t better acquainted with this ultra-modern material for fast, practical, essential
ilding now . . . to help you plan for the expanded building program that’s reliably

ecast after Victory. Send for your copy of the complete, full color catalog, today.
obligation.

MARSH WALL

71 MAIN STREET

3 t% DOVER, OHIO

7 1 fios

Plastic-fin
and exce
-mmrior
for war

(4)

_ PRODUCTS, INC.
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The hand is pointing to a spot

too hot for most metals, but
Armco Stainless Steel can take it! It's
an aircraft exhaust collector ring.

The same tough, loug-weuring ArMco Stainless
Steel that architects once specified for gutters
and downspouts in better homes is now serving
in exhaust systems of warplanes.

Here, temperatures run as high as 1700°F.
Only a most heat-resistant metal such as Armco
Stainless can take this punishment. Other advan.
tages are its strength/weight ratio and its ex-

cellent resistance to corrosion and abrasion.

THE AMERICAN ROLLING

MILL COMPANY

What’s an

AIRPLANE EXHAUST SYSTEM
got to do with

ROOF DRAINAGE?

Modern war machines are putting Armco
Stainless Steel, like other Armco special-purpose
sheet metals, to terrific new tests. And it’s measur-
ing up, as you might expect.

War is teaching us many new facts about
sheet metals — information that will be useful
to you in your post-war designing. The American
Rolling Mill Company, 961 Curtis Street,
Middletown, Ohio.

JULY 1943
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LETTERS

A specialist criticizes two May projects . .

. Travelodge meets a competitor .

. . A lawyer asks what

prefabrication will do to mortgages . . . The anti-Allen movement gets under way.

MAY'S AUDITORIUMS

Forum:

The May number with its pro-
posed additions to communities of the
future is a most interesting and chal-
lenging number. I would, however, like
to make some criticism, both destruc-
tive and constructive, on the proposed
high school and trade school auditor-
inms. The program is sensible, but the
solution you present doesn’t seem to be
as well planned.

First the high school: The auditor-
ium seems to be planned with great
care for the least possible use. The
stage, as pictured in the little sketch on
p. 64, has tremendous horizontal width
and practically no usable depth, and
would obviously isolate a speaker. The
sight lines for the auditorium are quite
successful, but an auditorium with a
capacity of 2,400 needs some means of
cutting down the proscenium for the
type of stage production requiring in-
timacy. There is no place for storage,
costumes or construction of settings.
The stage itself needs complete re-
planning.

The trade-school auditorium is more
adequate, but it too is hampered by in-
flexibility in the stage and adjacent
areas. Placing of the stage-craft shop
directly behind the playing space with
the large, folding doors for access, de-
prives the stage of any possibility of
using a cyclorama and makes it almost
impossible to utilize the stage shop
while rehearsals are going on. The
playing space is cramped, and it seems
unwise in these days of flexible equip-
ment to provide the stage with only the
traditional picture-frame proscenium.
At the basement level the dressing
rooms should be separated so that the
boys and girls can have access to their
respective toilet rooms without entering
the general assembly or green room.
The toilet rooms should also provide
shower facilities, The general room,
indicated by No. 1 on the plan, pro-
vides good entrances and could be used
for makeup and final costume check-
ing, but the boys’ and girls’ dressing
rooms should have their own entrances.

I would be most grateful if some of
these suggestions could be passed on to
the architects of the schools proposed
in your May number. The design of a
community center or an educational
theater is a highly specialized matter
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and one on which it is difficult to find
adequate data. Having worked in
enough theaters with varied degrees of
impossible designing, 1 have strong
convictions on the subject, as you may
see. If, in a newly proposed project
some of these mistakes can be elim-
inated, the users of these schools will
have occasion to rejoice.
Janer K. Smite

Professor and Department Head
Towa State College, Ames, lowa.

PREFABRICATION

Forum:

While riding down the road outside
of Lynchburg, Va. we discovered
serious competition in the prefabri-

cated building, shown in the picture
which is enclosed.

Arsen D. Tromas
The Travelodge Corp.
Lynchburg, Va.

Forum:

I am Chairman of the Real Property
Financing Committee of the Real Prop-
erty, Probate and Trust Law Division
of the American Bar Association. At
the forthcoming convention of the As-
sociation in August I will discuss pre-
fabricated housing and real property
financing. This discussion will consider
this subject from the legal viewpoint;
that is, what new legal concepts will
result from a widespread use of pre-
fabricated housing, and I am therefore
anxious to secure material with respect
to the following phases:

What effect will the prefabricated
houses have on taxation, foreclosures,
deficiency  judgments, redemptions,
zoning laws, building ordinances, and
the substantive law of real property
generally? Since these houses are de-

mountable and therefore mobile, will
they be financed as real estate mort-
gages or chattels? What effect will the
factor of mobility have on interest rates
and mortgage terms?

I am mindful of the many arguments
for and against prefabricated homes
and the problems which have confront-
ed this market in the past. It is diffi-
cult, of course, to predict the future,
but it seems almost certain that some
of the business institutions now operat-
ing in this field are going to continue
their operations after the war and en-
deavor to market their products as a
desirable and more economical home in
lieu of the present construction at the
site.

BETTIN STALLING
Chicago, L.

It has occurred to a number of people that
widespread use of prefabrication might
have a very marked effect on real estate
financing and land tenure. Obviously, if
houses are manufactured in such a form
that they can readily be shipped from one
site to another, they will take on more the
character of chattels than real property
improvements, as at the present time. An
excellent example of the effect of this type
of construction on financing and sales
methods is the “dining car” type of res-
taurant. Diners are sold on a time-payment
basis and are frequently traded in and
resold used, like automobiles.

For anything like this to happen in the
house field, however, prefabricated houses
would have to be more highly developed
than most are at the present time.
Also, it is obviously of great importance
that a considerable part of the cost of the
housing unit lies underground, in the form
of utilities, and on the ground surface, in
the form of streets, sidewalks, and so forth.

Probably the major shifts in financing
methods would occur in the case of the so-
called “mobile” type of house.—ED.

NO FOURTH TERM FOR ALLEN?

Forum:

Since you have heen kind enough
to ask for suggestions by which THE
ARrCHITECTURAL ForUM might be im-
proved, I have one which I believe to
be pertinent: 1 wish you could find
some legal, equitable, effective and
permanent means of keeping Mr. Roger
Allen’s letters out of the pages of your
magazine.

Hagrey J. McKeE, Teacher
University of Cincinnati
(Continued on page 92)
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dry-built full-wall construction?

Fas!er. easier application. Better, crack-
proof walls.”

These are the proved advantages most
often cited by big project builders who
have used full wall size Strong-Bilt Panels.
In this resume of their experience is the
complete answer to the “why” of dry-built
full-wall construction.

1. Strong-Bilt Panels save time and
labor. One panel covers the entire wall
of an average room. There is no “drying
out” period. Precut to size, the panels go
up in record time.

2. Apply them any month of the year.
Users are amazed at the ease of handling
and speed of application. Floating
Fasteners anchor the panels securely
from the rear.

3. No face nailing. Not a single nail
hole to mar the beauty of the finished sur-
face. No nail holes to fill. No joints to tape.
No plastered joints or danger of cracking.

4. Crackproof — lower maintenance
cost. Strong and rigid. Strong-Bilt Panels
withstand hard usage. Resist impact blows
up to 6 times that of plaster. Presized at
the factory. One coat of good paint usually
is sufficient.

= = = B 5 e as ag P | o NGO i i AT
5. A beautiful finished job! Women Reasons such as these are influencing the type of improved
love the distinguished appearance of the interior wall linings being planned for many postwar homes.

rich pebbled surface. This is the identical
product used in many of America’s finest
homes. Easily kept clean. conventional construction, write The Upson Co., Lockport, N. Y.

For free descriptive booklets covering both prefabricated and

Upson Quality Products Are Easily Identified by the Famous Blue-Center

' o - ¢ / " ’
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GOLD BOND ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS

Crease efficiency

reduce Nnoise « - - in
at Curtiss-W right

CONFERENCE ROOM TYPICAL CORRIDOR

T the Curtiss-Wright Airplane Division in Buffalo, they've just [
completed one of the most modern aeronautical research 2
laboratories in the world. It's a marvel of design for its purpose, gfj BU|[D BETTER WITH

and National Gypsum is proud that Gold Bond Acoustical materials \ ; _
were chosen to sound condition offices, workrooms and corridors. " ‘ old oud -

Gold Bond Econacoustic, which was used on this job, is available
%y’?/fmf /mwd%me%fa

now for all types of military and essential civilian buildings where

noise reduction is desirable.

More than 150 different products for
MODERN CONSTRUCTION
AND WAR PRODUCTION

WALLBOARD...LATH...PLASTER.,,LIME
METAL PRODUCTS.. . WALL PAINT
INSULATION...SOUND CONTROL

ANOTHER WAR USE OF GOLD BOND
ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS. The roar
of airplane engines being
tested would disturb work
and rest of people for miles
around if test stacks were not
sound conditioned. Many of
these interesting new engine
test buildings are sound-
insulated with Gold Bond
Acoustimetal-B.

WRITE TODAY FOR COMPLETE DATA AND
TECHNICAL INFORMATION

—

21 Piants From Canada to the Gu“ L Sales offmes in pﬂhmpa[ cities
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THE MONTH IN BUILDING... NEWS

Building retreats (this page) . . . Wagner Urban Redevelopment Bill (this
page) . . . Congress cuts Lanham funds to $300 millions (page 39) ... Archi-
tectural League debates 194X (page 39) . . . Rent controllers hold the line (page
40) . . . Moses wins Stuyvesant Town’s steeplechase (page 41) ... U. S. Cham-
ber for Building unity (page 42) . .. A.A.—Producers’ Council meet (page 98).

STRICTLY FROM WASHINGTON

Last month, as in every recent month,
Building fought back and forth across
its now familiar, homb-pocked battle-
ground—Washington, D. C. Only the
shadow of the victorious war battalion
remained to fight a rearguard action.
Building was getting mighty close to
quitting the scene for the duration.

Last month Senator Wagner intro-
duced, with reserved comment, a land
use act squired by the Urban Land
Institute (this page). Last month the
Lanham Committee held hearings on
the need for more war housing, seemed
likely to lop one quarter off NHAdmin-
istrator Blandford’s request for $400
millions. Last month, too, the House,
in a splurge of fund- and face-saving,
killed the National Resources Planning
Board, left it only the rope to hang
itself (see page 42). Last month, finally,
the WPB went on a reorganization
spree, abolished its Construction Bu-
reau, created new Committees in its
stead (page 42). In other words, it
was a Washington month.

Within the industry, Eric Johnston’s
announcement of the Chamber of Com-
merce’s interest in unification of the
construction industry made important
news (page 42). Albert Greenfield,
Philadelphia real estate tycoon, talked
turkey to residents of his city in terms
of blight and decay within its walls
(pages 43-44), while real estate and
hotel men throughout the country
watched with a disconsolate eye a ruth-
less War Department canceling recently
made hotel leases right and left. Rumor
meanwhile reported that the Army ex-
pects to cancel leases on 206 of its 434
hotels. Reason: trainees are swapping
hotel rooms for fox holes.

In the summer of its discontent, it
was clear to everyone in the construc-
tion industry generally that a hard. hard
winter was in store. By October 1
whatever construction is still proceeding
on the industrial front will be little and

far between, and the chances of any
fresh starts highly unlikely.

Straight across the U. S., in speeches,
articles, advertisements and fancy talk,
postwar planning crowded the war for
attention. But to only a few of the
most astute did it seem clear that the
end of war and the start of peace would
not be a black and white situation. Only
occasionally could be heard a cautious
note that the transition period would
bring momentous problems all its own,
problems to be shared by Building and
every other kind of work and worker.

SENATOR WAGNER ON LAND

A BILL

To encourage the development of good
neighborhood conditions in towns and
cities by private enterprise with the
collaboration of public enterprise; to
provide credit for the assembly of land
in deteriorated urban areus for subse-
quent reconveyance by sale or by lease
for development and redevelopment by
private enterprise and by public im-
provement: to encourage the widest
possible extent of home ownership; to
provide f[inancial assistance to towns
and cities or appropriate instrumentali-
ties thereof, for the purchase, assembly,
and clearance of land in the interest
of public salety, health, comfort, and
the develepment of good neighborhood
conditions; to stimulate a great and
continuing volume of economic activity
and employment in the postwar period ;
to provide grants for the metropolitan
development plans.

To the Senate last month Senator
Robert F. Wagner (Dem. N. Y.) intro-
duced the first comprehensive “neigh-
borhood development act,” at the same
time introduced to the field of national
politics the six-year-old Urban Land
Institute. Instigator of the bill, and
one of the most vocal leaders in the
U. S. of the movement for reclamation

(Continued on next page)




NEWS

of blighted urban areas, the Urban
Land Institute (its President: Charles
Stewart) is an offshoot of the National
Association of Real Estate Boards
headed by Herbert U. Nelson. Nelson
(see cut), foresighted, informed pro-
tagonist of private enterprise’s cause,
had long been troubled by the problem
of the decay of cites. For years a
student of patterns of cily growth
both in America and abroad, he
prodded the ULI (composed of both
real-estate and nonreal-estate profes-
sionals) to think and write on the sub-
ject. Result of these deliberations was
a resolve to devise some way whereby
public processes of acquiring land
through acquisition can be combined
with redevelopment by private initiative.

It was clear to these early planners
that two things were essential to the
plan’s success: public condemnation
of the land, use of Federal funds for
financing the land buying. The new
bill, which the Institute through Sena-
tor Wagner has offered to the Senate’s
Committee on Banking and Currency,
contains these essentials, together with
details about the procedures, who is to
be in charge, what national agencics
will be involved.

Always a New Dealer, and always
considered more interested in public
Muyron H. Davis

SENATOR ROBERT WAGNER: godfather . ..

than private enterprises, Senator
Wagner's sponsorship of this bill puts
him in the front ramks of those who
would solve postwar problems with a
primary reliance on private capital and
initiative, only incidental aid from
Government agencies.

Under the terms of the bill, the
Administrator of the NHA would be
authorized to make loans to cities or
other appropriate local agencies for the
purchase of land in deteriorated areas
for redevelopment. Having purchased
and cleared the land, the cities would

sell it or lease it to private builders
for modern neighborhood develop-
ment or appropriate municipal agencies
would use it for public improvements.
Loans would be repaid to the Federal
Government over a long period of time
—not exceeding ninety-nine years.

To be eligible for such a loan, the
city “must have a city plan sufficiently
complete to indicate .definite local im-
provements in traffic, public transporta-
tion and other public facilities, im-
proved patterns of land use and build-
ing requirements, etc.” The bill further
authorizes the NHAdministrator to
make direct grants to municipalities for
the preparation of these development
plans.

Total of loans authorized by the bill
in the first year: $1 billion dollars. But
action is not entirely limited to postwar.
ULI leaders point out that many of the
steps could be taken now, especially
land purchasing and general planning.
The program should draw, they antici-
pate, about five dollars of private money
and credit into rebuilding for every
dollar of Federal credit extended. Thus,
on the basis of a ten-year program,
this would mean construction totalling
$50 billions in private funds for the
§10 billion extension of Federal credit.

For the moment buried under the

HERBERT U. NELSON: father . ..

debris of the multitudinous tax meas-
ures being mulled over by the Com-
mittee, it is expected that the Bill will
get serious consideration in the fall,
may well lead to an urban redevelop-
ment measure sound enough to win
Congressional action.

NHA: A TIGHT SQUEEZE

Hopefully went  NHAdministrator
Blandford to Congress last month,
asked for a modest $400 million to
clean up most of the remaining war
housing job. Blandford backed his re-

quest with the careful charts and flaw-
less figures which have endeared him
to the venerable Lanham Committee as
a man who gives housing facts more
weight than housing theories. This
year he found the Committee in a less
genial mood, found that the House as a
whole thought he could get along with
$300,000,000. A threatening minority
thought even that diminished figure too
much; by only three votes the House
refrained from paring the authorization
down to a slender $2,000,000. While
the Senate had earlier authorized the
full appropriation, fear of holding the
legislation over the summer recess
brought hasty concurrence from the
Senate, a signature from the President.
Many a forward looking person cheered
to find that an amendment providing
for demolition of all temporary public
war housing within two years of war’s
end was safely written in the Act.

It was a tight squeeze from the first.
Nine days of carping ecriticism and
questioning did not help the Blandford
cause any, for the Lanham Committee,
(Fritz Lanham, Calvin Johnson, Carter
Manasco, Earl Wilson, Thomas Abern-
athy, Wat Arnold, Pehr G. Holmes,
George Outland—four Democrats, four
Republicans) this time seemed more de-
termined that private builders be used
whenever possible, and that public
building only fill in the remaining gaps.

Over the summer Mr. Blandford will
have more to think about than how
to regear to a whittled-down budget.
Pulling the reins in tight, Congress de-
cided to give NHA its authorization on
the installment plan, shoved through
an amendment to the current deficiency
appropriation bill calling for a one-
third down payment on the year’s
public housing program. With the omni-
bus appropriation bill to be speeded
on its way by vacation-minded Congress,
Mr. Blandford faced the none too pleas-
ant prospect of a fall trip to Capitol
Hill to ask for his next installment.

FHA: A LEAN SUMMER

Not eager to try his luck at getting
any more money from a restive Con-
gress, Mr. Blandford took another look
at his FHA pockethook, decided Title
VI money would last until mid-October.
While Blandford made it clear in his
testimony before the Lanham Commit-
tee that Title VI insuring facilities will
have to be expanded to take care of the
portion of the war housing program
assigned to private building, FHA
thought it could stretch funds over the
summer, ready machinery for maneuver-
ing twin authorization bills through
Congress when it reconvenes in mid-
September.
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AUGUST FREEZE? before the war, they have improved in the House Naval Affairs Subcommittee
New York City landlords, whose past spite of OPA, not because of it.". headed by Rep. Ed. V. Izac (DErr‘L.
viviiows difexence %o Fadersl zent On the eve of the first meeting of Calif.) blasted OPA rent control mis-
stabilization policies has won for them Smith’s ('ommilrgg [lw_is one of the management, thus steering the Smith
exemption from an actual OPA rent authors of the Smith-Connally bill), (Continued on next page)

freeze, early this month felt an icy wind
out of Washington. With an ear tuned
to the mounting volume of complaints
from renters now negotiating for fall
leases, OPA said sharply that Manhat-
tan’s “informal” rent ceiling might be-
come suddenly formal. As real estate
agents moved briskly to fill apartment
buildings for the coming year, tenants
swelled OPA’s mailbag with news of
fall rent increases over a wide price
range. There were also plenty of com-
plaints from tenants renting small fur-
nished apartments or hotel suites on a
monthly basis who felt a gradual stiff-
ening of rates. OPA let it be known
that the mechanics were ready for
prompt action to bring New York rents
under rigid Federal control at March 1,
1942 levels. While some wondered if
OPA’s lean purse and personnel could
extend to the Manhattan-sized job of
policing 650,000 rents, most landlords
shivered presciently, felt their city’s en-
viable position as the only metropolitan
area free from Federal control in real
jeopardy.

NAREB—OPA SLUGFEST

Ever since OPA instituted rent control
in critical war areas throughout the
country, the National Association of
Real Estate Boards has been itching
to get into the ring and battle it out.
OPA laid down the rules, NAREB GIEDION: pro-monumentality
fought each one successively and vigor-
ously but with no effect on legislation.

Last month Congress took a hand in
the dispute, appointed a special House
committee to investigate the rising tide
of landlord-real estate board protests
that administration of the law has been
too rigid, that OPA has exceeded its
powers. To head the committee Rep.
Howard W. Smith (Dem., Va.) was
appointed.

NAREB has two major complaints:
1) A down payment of one-third the
purchase price is required before a
rented house in a rent-controlled area RAYMOND: anti-monumentality
can be sold.

2) OPA rules do not provide relief
for individual landlords who are oper-
ating under losses because of rent
control.

The first, designed to protect tenants
from eviction through phony sales, has
the effect, NAREB claims, of seriously
restricting legitimate sales. As to the
second, it stated bitterly last month that
OPA’s report of a general rise in net
income from rental properties was

Phatne Eheswhern

194X BUILDING DESIGNS

It was a hot night for serious discussion last
month when 150 architects, planners, other
interested spectators gathered at the Architec-
tural League in New York City to see the
original drawings of the projects published
in the May issue of ARCHITECTURAL Forum.
Despite the heat, the talk was spirited, the
criticism of some of the work—or all of it,
according to the speaker—strong, mordant,
the results of much of the discussion and
tangents to it, highly satisfying.

Forum Managing Editor George Nelson
chairmanned the evening, led off with a
speech about the projects. Said he: They had
three things in common, none was revolu-
tionary, all of them could have been built
prewar, none aimed at monumentality.

The word “monumentality” aroused violent
discussion. Sigfried Giedion, famed Swiss
secretary of the International Congress of
Modern Architecture, upheld the concept
of monumentality, said it was a basic need
of human beings. Antonin Raymond ob-
jected; Cabel Hornbostel wanted to know
who gave a damn about it; Serge Chermayeff
remarked bitterly that there was nothing on
the League’s walls that evening that was not
fifth hand. “Those are paltry little tinklings

. we are utterly ineffectual,” blasted Cher-
mayeff.

From here on everybody had their say on
any subject that appealed to them. Richard
Stein (T'ask) wanted to know why architects
weren’t worrying about the Metropolitan
“scandal” rather than some vague postwar
plans. FEdgar Williams expressed general
approval of the exhibition, genially deserib-
ing himself as “an old fogey.” Young bloods
Peter Blach, Harold Sandbank were im-
patient, found most of the projects old hat.
“attempted deception,” claiming that In an atmosphere of ‘happy garrulity,
“if conditions in the real estate indus- ‘ general self-satisfaction, some bitterness, the
try are any better off anywhere than WILLIAMS: ‘“genial fogey" meeting was adjourned.
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Committee in a definite direction. De-
clared the subcommittee: “The program
has kept off the market many properties
which otherwise would have been
rented and which could thus have
helped to hold down the need for more

public housing construction.”
Thomas D. MarErny

PAUL A. PORTER: ruled the rents

Despite this strong barrage of criti-
cism, OPA seems set on its customary
paths, with only the possibility of
slight easing on some points.

It looked as if the rent division would

e

SEN. HOWARD SMITH: checked the rules

yield on the down payment, reduce
amount required to 20%, increase relief
for individual hardship cases.

With Paul A. Porter stepping out as
rent administrator to become Associate
War Food Administrator, real estate
interests looked anxiously to see which
way policy would veer under Ivan Car-
son, upped from director of operations
to the rent division’s top job and a
one-time Chicago real estate man him-
self.

40

STUYVESANT SAGA

The trials and tribulations ol Stuyve-
sant Town, Metropolitan Life's first
postwar housing colossus to shelter
925.000 New Yorkers, continued last
month but seemingly ended with a
Supreme Court decision against prop-
erty owners and other protestants.

For ninety hot and vocal days since
the project was anmounced in April,
the Met and its official backers, Mayor
La Guardia and Commissioner Robert

STRADDLE-T

Moses, have taken on a procession of
objéctors, singly and in groups knocked
them down. First came the hearings
before the City Planning Commission
on which the Commissioner sits. To
complaints that Stuyvesant Town den-
sity (about 391 people to the acre) was
outrageous, that no school was pro-
vided, that it was a “walled city” and
so designed against intrusion of the
public, that no provision was made to
rehouse 11,000 displaced slum dwellers,

NAVY BARRACKS TABLE

When Coast Guardsmen, sailors, sol-
diers mill into a 3,000-capacity mess
hall for chow and then give way to
the 2nd shift, the subway at rush
hour is a comparative pink tea. To
solve this problem, Architects Mario
Corbett and J. Albert Paquette de-
signed a table (see above) which
meets the needs for rapidity of
movment (seating and spacing be-
come automatic), ease for cleaning
(table has but four points of contact
with the floor), complete stability
and rigidity even if number seated is
uneven. Further advantage of the
table is that it can be stacked easily,
demounted with little effort.

As the section and elevation show,
the seats are literally supported from
the apron pieces forming part of the
table top, which in turn is carried
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on the legs. The table’is 12 feet long,
30" high, seats 12, uses split rings
(borrowed from wooden truss de-
sign), economic sizes of members
of Oregon pine, and light hardware.

Four hundred and fifty of these
tables, after rigid tests, have been
ordered by the Navy.
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the Commission turned a deaf ear,
with but one dissenting vote (Orton).
Moses smiled, but grimly.

Ten days later, the debate moved
across the street to the Board of
Estimate for its needed approval of
the contract between the city and the

Ehrenberag

ROBERT MOSES: Stuyvesant saga hero

company. Here again, and exposed to
much the same arguments, the Board
sweltered for three and a half hours
before giving its okay. This time two
voters, Manhattan Borough President
Nathan and City Council President
Morris, made up a futile minority.
This time the Moses smile was broad.

But still another hurdle remained.
Week later came the suit of the prop-
erty owners from the project area.
Their contention: the city was acting
“capriciously, unconstitutionally.” Fif-
teen other organizations petitioned to
delay the Board of Estimate from ap-
proving the contract, among them the
American Labor Party.

The case was dismissed for lack of
evidence. Then and only then could
the Met and Robert Moses really relax
and grin.

Moses Motives

During the course of these long and
seriously debated weeks came one state-
ment from Commissioner Moses illum-
inating his poesition. In a letter to the
New York Times he wrote:

1) On density: “The population density
within the project will be lower than
in most of the blocks in this neighbor-
hood, lower than in some public hous-
ing projects. and lower also than in
many new low apartment neighbor-
hoods.”

2) On selection of fenants: “This ob-
jection (that there will be no public
control over selection) has no constitu-
tional, legal or equitable b-sis. Neither
Constitution nor law contains any pro-
vision with respect to the control of
the selection of tenants in an insurance
rehabilitation project.”

3) On the nature of the project: “The
claim is made that an insurance com-
pany project is a public project be-
cause the city closes streets, extends
the power of eminent domain, ete.
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These are not benefits handed to the
company without full compensation and
consideration.

“These trustees must look ahead
over a period of many years. They can-
not be expected to turn over to all sorts
of future public officials control over
the daily management of housing
facilities into which they have put
funds of millions of policy holders.
Those who insist upon making projects
of this kind a battleground for the
vindication of social ohjectives. how-
ever desirable, and who persist in
claiming that a private project is in
fact a public project, obviously are
looking for a political issue and not for
results in the form of actual slum
clearance.”

Aftermath

At the moment the Stuyves:nt Town
project stands as unaltered as the
convictions of those whe opposed it
Obviously, Stuyvesant Town cannot be
built until after the war. Obviously,
there is time to restudy its plans, to
eliminate or reduce at least some of
the features which many public-spirited
and qualified people believe could be
improved. Still unresolved is the prime
question: is it more important to en-
courage large private-capital housing
including slum clearance or more im-
portant to demand perfection in
pioneer projects? To Robert Moses,
who labored skillfully and long to get
the legislation that would bring life
insurance millions out of hiding and
into the slums, that question has been
answered.

OBITUARY

The date of execution was never set
but the prisoner, the National Re-
sources Planning Board, had an inkling
it was not far off. Last month, the
date was formally announced by the
House  Appropriations  Committee.
NRPB, for all practical purposes will
no longer exist after this summer.

Short reprieve for the New Deal’s
most active and forward-looking plan-
ning agency came late in May, when the
Senate restored $200.000 of its re-
quested $1,400,000 to it, directed that
it pare itself down to a skeleton staff
with functions limited to assisting
State and local agencies in their war
and postwar planning.

The House refused te compromise,
vetoed the suggestion, said flatly that
only $50,000 would be allowed NRPB,
that sum to be used only for self-
liquidation before August 31, 1943.

Weary of lopping off hydra-like
federal agencies only to see their heads
poke out of some other Washington
door, Congress made this killing as
final as it could, decreed that NRPB’s
job may not be transferred to any other
agency, and that none of its functions

may be performed after Aug. 31 with-
out Congress’ permission.

Thus ended NRPB's four years of
stormy existence, a strange melange of
sense and science with always a sufh-
cient admixture of starry-eyed plans
to invite political scuttling. The worst
that can be said against it was that it
went too far. A disillusioned postwar
public may accuse Congress of the
same sin.

UNITED FRONT FOR CONSTRUCTION

To the growing mountain of postwar
plans last month Eric A. Johnston,
forthright youthful president of the
Chamber of Commerce added his plan
for integration of the comstruction in-
dustry, announced that the C. of C.,
Committee on Construction and Civie
Development, was planning “prompt

AP

ERIC JOHNSTON: Gonstruction chamber music

action . . . along practical lines to meet
the necessities of the postwar period.”
Closely allied with the decision of the
Producers’ Council meeting in Cincin-
nati last month, to ask the Chamber
to coordinate all postwar planning in
construction, Johnston’s declaration
was the first major step in this direction.

Declared he:

“It is hoped that the initiative taken
by the construction industry in de-
veloping an industry program to sup-
plement and implement the postwar
planning of individual companies will
be followed by similar forward-looking
action by other major business group-
ings in heavy and light manufacturing,
in retailing and wholesaling, in trans-
portation and in the service trades.

“Industry planning is highly impor-
tant to the accomplishment of the post-
war objective set up by business
leadership. That objective is to bring
about a sound general postwar econ-
omy and to provide maximum employ-
ment and purchasing power. It can
be achieved only by the creation and
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maintenance of maximum levels of
production and consumption.

“Postwar studies by over all business
and industry organizations provide
necessary background for industry
planning. But industry planning is an
indispensable supplement to general
planning. Both must be properly and
efficiently coordinated so that the in-
formation which is provided the in-
dividual business man, the only one
who °‘plans’ in the sense of making
commitments—will be well considered
and in effective form for his use.”

A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME

The War Production Board, like any
other Washington agency you could
name, gets a sense of progress from
shuffling its personnel around, creating
new bureaus, destroying old ones. Such
progress was made last month when
three new moves were announced:

»The Construction Division of WPB
is being moved to Washington from
New York (its last move: from Wash-
ington to New York, last fall), will
then be abolished. Its functions will be
taken over by a Projects Division, which
will be one of three units under the
new Facilities Bureau. This bureau, in
turn will be the mechanism through
which a tough, new Industrial Facili-
ties Committee will function in trim-
ming down construction to essentials.

P Another brand new committee has
been formed: the Non-Industrial Fa-
cilities Committee. Its first official act
came last month when it announced
that it had halted miscellaneous con-
struction projects having a total esti-
mated cost of $4,160,085 during the
last weeks in May. During the same
period the resumption of work on
projects costing $983,638 was author-
ized, these being highway jobs.

P Facilities Bureau head will be
Charles E. Volkhardt, vice-chairman,
Ralph J. Cordiner. Directors of the
other divisions include F. J. C. Dresser
(Projects Division), J. B. Campbell
(Production Resources Division) and
W. E. Mullestein (Process and Sched-
uling Division). These are not new
faces, but old ones carried over from
the soon defunct Bureau.

Cardinal point of policy for the new
Facilities Bureau will be to stop the
construction of all plants producing
war goods unless the projects are so
far along that they can be finished by
the strict deadline date, October 1.
This includes all heavy construction as
well—dams, bridges, highways. All will
be frozen in their tracks unless they
can meet the deadline.
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LYNCH LEGISLATION

To the Vice President and the Speaker
of the House last month the President
sent a message stressing the need for
advance planning of public works, sug-
gesting specified legislation, mentioned
the Lynch Bill (H.R. 2783) which pro-
vides funds for postwar planning.
Objected <the President: Title I of
the Lynch Bill (introduced by Rep.
Walter A. Lynch, Dem., Indiana)
which provides for “advanced planning
of Federal public works™ is unneces-
sary as he (the President) has already
asked all Federal departments to sub-
mit estimates of the amounts it will
take to bring their plans up to date.
A revised Lynch bill, called the Fed-
eral Aid Planning Aect of 1943, there-
fore was introduced to the House late
last month, has been referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means, stands
a good chance of running the Congres-
sional gamut sometime before the ses-
gion is over. .
Its provisions (with the offending
Title I removed):
P-To encourage the States to prepare
comprehensive plans for their develop-
ment, Congress shall authorize for the
fiscal year ending June, 1944 a sum of

Acme
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REP. WALTER LYNCH: Roosevelt said no

$10 millions to be paid to the States in
proportion to their areas and popula-
tion.

P To be eligible for such aid the State
must establish a planning agency, en-
act legislation to allow cities, townships,
etc., to establish such agencies.

P Apportionment of the money is de-
fined so that only 5 per cent can be
used for publication purposes, 10 per
cent for rent or office equipment, etc.
It will be noted that this sum is en-
tirely for administrative purposes, not

at all for the actual works.

Another $75 million is autherized to
be advanced through existing Federal
agencies to State or local planning
agencies, to make investigations, sur-
veys, architectural and engineering
plans for needed public works. This
sum will need to be repaid to the U. S.
“if and when funds become available
by reason of appropriation, grant, gift
or loan.”

tepresentative Lynch’s bill reads
suspiciously like a good many others
that have reached printing stages in the
last month. Now that Congress has
slapped down independent planning
agencies like the National Resources
Planning Board (see p. 41), it is clear
that it intends to do a great deal of the
planning and direction of planning it-
self. The Lynch bill, typical of a few
others like it, is one step in the direc-
tion of Congress-led planning, may
well prove to be an important one.

POOR RICHARD AND BLIGHT

In 1723 one bright October morning
Benjamin Franklin was walking along
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, observing
the numerous “To Let” signs that were
tacked to houses. Disturbed, he later
wrote, “These signs made me think
that the inhabitants of the city were
one after the other deserting it.”

Albert M. Greenfield, a modern ob-
server of the same phenomenon in the
same city, addressed the Poor Richard
Club last month, voiced his uneasiness
at the moribund state of American
cities, especially his native Philadel-
phia. Greenfield, chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Urban
Land Institute and Philadelphia banker
and realtor, (see cut), made his case so
well that he stirred the Philadelphia
Record to a lead editorial on the sub-
ject, awakened lunching business men,
realtors and civic leaders to the dangers
of civic decay.

Said realtor Greenfield:

“I believe it is within our power to
act intelligently and keep modemn
Philadelphia intact as a cohesive,
livable, urban society. Let us, as loyal
citizens of Philadelphia, be realists.
Blight and civic decay have been
creeping through our city. Its dis-
integration is no remote threat. You
know as I know that it is a reality. Let
me review briefly the dominant trends
in development which have presented
us with problems of the deepest possible
concern. . . .

“The problem of clearing away the
dinginess of old city areas and sub-
stituting good neighborhood environ-
ment in its stead is our civic problem.
It is staggering, but not insurmountable.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION of 250,000 units of war housing over the
next year is what NHAdministrator Blandford last month told
the Lanham Committee would be needed, using an NHA chart
similar to the one above. Temporary and demountable con.
struction would account for 64% of the proposed new building,

“It is the kind of challenge that Ben
Franklin's City can meet. Good neigh-
borhood environment is not created by
accident in this age. When it is present,
it is the result of planning. All of the
excellence in construction, in architec-
ture, and in landscaping that we can
lavish on a single city lot, or even on

AP
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A. GREENFIELD: Franklin had words for it

a single city block, can not create the
livability that is now competing with
the districts we must save. This illusive
quality of livability is a neighborhood
product. If we want to produce it in
the old areas, we must rebuild them
completely by neighborhoods. The
neighborhood has become the real unit
in city planning.

“Consider the vastness of the task of
rebuilding the deteriorated parts of
our cities. It is not a task for govern-
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ment. It is the monumental kind of
undertaking that the imagination, in-
ventiveness, and daring of American
business is especially equipped to do
and can do with certain specific co-
operation on the part of government.
And by “government,” I do not mean
just the Federal Government. . .

“But at last a program for city plan-
ning has come before us that is a
practical, self-supporting, tangible pro-
gram. It ‘does not attempt to convert
our cities into Gardens of Eden, with
every imperfection erased. It concen-
trates on one obvious and grievous
ailment that has attacked every big city
in America and proposes a remedy
that is practical, specific and attain-
able. . . .

Enough Government

“That remedy is not mere Govern-
ment expenditures. It is the investment
of private capital under conditions
that will earn a profit and a return.
It is the highest demonstration of the
virtue of our capitalistic system thal
money can be shown how to render an
urgent and necessary public service
and at the same time earn for itself
the reward of profit. . . .

“The rebuilding of cities is not being
thought of by our businessmen nor by
our municipal authorities as a patch-
work undertaking. It is looked to as
a vital means of making major worth-
while transformations in urban struc-
ture. The rebuilding of an old neigh-
borhood must of necessity change the
character of urban land use, and in
doing so it must change the value of

PROPOSED
3500 4000
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only 36% would be permanent. Already provided for the nation’s
war workers are some 3 million housing units.
posal would up the total war housing figure to almost 4 million
units, with new construction accounting for 1V, million, use of
existing structures for more than 2 million,

NHA's pro-

urban land in conformity. Our normal
channels of private credit are well
adapted to the financing of the actual
construction in rebuilding cities. They
cannot, however, be expected to finance
the acquisition of land for rebuilding.
The Institute proposes that the Federal
Government extend its credit to the
cites for this type of land acquisition.
It suggests the use of Federal credit
over a long period of time with low
interest rates so that this combination
of factors—long time use of credit and
low rate of interest—may be employed
to absorb any discrepancy between the
actual acquisition cost of land and the
new value put upon it to encourage the
type of rebuilding that is actually
needed by the community.”

BRAZILIAN ARCHITECT TO DETROIT
Awarded a
Trade

two-year Inter-American
Scholarship in the office of

Smith, Hinchman & Grylls last month

i

Brazil's Pivatelli, Detroit's Leone . . . .

was Ibsen Pivatelli, Brazilian architect,
one of 85 Latin-American technical
(Continued on next page)
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specialists being trained in this country

through the agency of the Nelson
Rockefeller Inter-American  Affairs
Committee.

First to win a scholarship in engi-
neering-architectural studies, Mr. Pi-
vatelli intends to specialize in industrial
architecture and postwar housing, was
sent to Detroit, and to Smith, Hinch-
man & Grylls, because of the city’s
standing in th® engineering field, the
firm's position in industrial building
in the U. S. (Forum, Dec. 42, p. 61).

PARENTS MAG SURVEY

Most surprising to hardened magazine
experts is the success Parents’ Magazine
has had in recent years. Appealing to
2/3 of a million readers purely on the
basis of their parenthood, its value as
a monthly magazine lies partly in its
ability to transform technically accurate
information on the vagaries of children
and parents into readable, enlightening
prose.

Most interesting of its experiments
was its foray last month into the highly
conjectural field of postwar housing.
To 5,000 selected architects, builders,
contractors and building material
dealers its Family Home editor,
sprightly, enthusiastic Maxine Livings-
ton, sent a carefully worded question-
naire to determine what the experts
expected the shape of the postwar house
to be. .

Sample questions and answers (a
0% return) :

Will there be more individual architect-
designed houses after the war? Or will
the prospective home owner select his
plans from a group of stock designs?
Or make his selection after looking at
model houses?

53.6% stated the prospective home
owner would make his selection
after looking at model houses.

45.6% indicated that plans will be
selected from a group of stock

designs,

33.6% said there would be more in-
dividual  architect  designed
houses.

2.4% did not state.

Will the operative builder become more

important after the war? Will there be

fewer speculatively built houses?

59.2% stated operative builder will be-
come more important.

24.8% stated fewer speculatively built
houses.

0.4% state it will remain the same.

12.0% did not state.

Will prefabrication, as a result of the
large number of prefabricated houses
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presently being built by the govern-

ment, be generally accepted by pros-

pective home builders?

68.8% indicated prefabrication will
not be accepted by prospective
home owners.

25.6% indicated prefabrication will
be accepted by prospective
home owners.

5.6% did not state.

Not Permanent

The two predominating replies given
as the reasons why prefabricated
houses will not be generally accepted
are:

“Lack of individuality™

“Not permanent”

Do you believe that the bulk of pre-

fabricated houses of the future will be

built primarily of standardized units
assembled to suit the individual's need?

Why?

53.6% indicated prefabricated houses
will be built of standardized
units assembled to suit the in-
dividual’s needs.

28.8% indicated they did not believe
this would be the case.

2.4% indicated a possibility.

15.2% did not state.

The replies to this question indicate

that builders, architects and contractors

feel that houses will be an assembly of

often repeated parts. Reasons were:
“Will satisfy individual taste”
“Lower cost™

Or do you belicve that prefabrication
will succeed only in mass housing
efforts? Why?

52.8% indicated that prefabrication
will succeed only in mass hous-
ing efforts.

28.0% do not helieve that prefabrica-
tion will succeed only in mass
housing efforts.

8% indicated there is a possibility
that prefabrication will succeed
only in mass housing efforts.

18.4% did not state.

The two predominating reasons stated

for the success of prefabricated mass

housing efforts were:

“Economy”

“Speed in construction”

The magazine's purpose in the survey
was partially for the use of its adver-
tising department but primarily as an
editorial guide. Its June issne begins
with a story, “Will there be a dining
room in the postwar house?” which
utilizes answers to the questionnaire.
Typical, to a certain extent, of other
purely consumer publications, Parents’
Magazine early saw the necessity of

expert advice and opinion for any
postwar thinking or planning, is quickly
and effectively translating such opinion
into digestible ideas for its readers.

NEWS NOTES

Relief to Little Man. The RFC Mort-
gage Company acted last month to
make loans available at 4 per cent on
real estate holdings whose earning
power have been cut off by war re-
strictions. Object: to take care of fixed
charges, including interest, taxes, spe-
cial assessments, insurance and neces-
sary maintenance. Repayment is to be-
gin one year after the cessation of the
war.

Three types of mortgage are avail-
able: RFC will aid the owner in keep-
ing up his mortgage payments, will
buy out the mortgage holders and thus
become mortagee, will issue care and
preservation loans.

Beneficiaries: filling stations, resort
hotels, wayside inns, etc.

Hotels Back. Back into the reluctant
laps of owners last month the Army
dumped recently-acquired, 1,000-room
Congress Hotel (Chicago). On its own
lap, it found now empty 3,000-room
Stevens Hotel, recently purchased. Be-
cause the Air Force Command found
that the need for the type of tech-
nician housed in these hotels has de-
creased, the hotels have been aban-
doned. The Army offered the Stevens
for sale to the Statler people (it had
been purchased for §6 millions), was
coldly rebuffed.

Major tragedy of the situation lies
in the fact that the Army disposed of
all furnishings, kitchen utensils, etc.. at
public auction three months ago. Cost
of restitution would he $2 millions,
probability of replacement almost
ZET0.

Furniture Mart Okay. The Office of Ci-
vilian Requirements of the WPB gave
its approval to the Chicago Furniture
Mart “because of its important place
in furniture distribution.” Nonessen-
tial attendance, it added, must he kept
to. a minimum, only actual buyers and
sellers will be admitted.

NAM Against Installment Selling Postwar.
For four directly patriotic and com-
mercial reasons—it is in direct compe-
tition with the sale of war bonds, it
will not result in postwar sales, it will
stifle development and sales of new
products after the war, it would re-
quire double selling and double ex-
pense—The National Association of
Manufacturers last month “revealed”
its opposition to various proposals of
(Continued on page 94)
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WILLIAM
WILSON
WURSTER

William Wilson Wurster was first introduced to Forum
readers with a portfolio which appeared in the May, 1936
issue. By that time he had already built up a successful
practice consisting mainly of residences. Since then his
crisp. bold, but always unaffected buildings have become
internationally known, and Wurster himself has been gen-
erally recognized as the founder of a school of re 'mma]
architecture which is easily the best the contemporary
movement in this country has produced to date.

The background of Wurster's career is plain, solid,
unglamorous. After his technical studies at the Univer-
sity of California, he worked in offices in San Francisco
and New York, traveled in Europe and the Philippires
and finally. in 1926, hung out his shingle in San Fran-
cisco. There was no big commission to encourage this
step, and for years he turned cul small houses—a few
at first and then floods of 50 to 80 in a single year.
From the beginning these houses bore that unmistakable
and peculiarly personal look which has persisted even
through such mass-production jobs as the big war hous-
ing project at Vallejo.

Last year Wurster made a move which was as uncon-
ventional as it was characteristic: he went back to
school. He had had his share of the big war projects;
he had completed over 200 houses and other types of
buildings in 16 vears of practice. It was time, he felt. to
take time out and a look around. The office was turned
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

1. RANCH HOUSE

A “natural” house of wood, set casually
into a valley, surrounded by green oaks

and the sparse California hills,

All photos (except on page 58) by Roger Sturtevant

WURSTER OFFICE STAFF SINCE 1938

LOUIS BALDINI

FRED B. BARSS
THEODORE C. BERNARDI
IRVING F. BROWN
FLOYD B. COMSTOCK
JOHN C. CUTLER
“ALFRED W. DAY
ROBERT A. DESHON
*DONN EMMONS
*FREDERICK E. EMMONS
JOHN C. FUNK

H. HAWES

E. M. HICKS

ARTHUR V. JORY
*JOSEPH L. JOHNSON
ROBERT KAESTNER
ARNE KARTWOLD

JOHN G. KELLEY
FREDERICK L. LANGHORST
*GEORGE LIVERMORE
FRANCIS JOSEPH McCARTHY
ADRIAN MALONE
FRANK 0, MERWIN
DAVID R. MYERS
VLADIMIR OGLOU

J. PAUL "OPPENHEIM
HAROLD ONSTAD
*GRYFFYD PARTRIDGE
E. D. M. REMINGTON
JAN REINER

WILLIAM M. RICE
*ARTHUR L. SCHMIDT
CARLTON A. STEINER
HAROLD STUMP

*FRANK TRESEDER
*JOHN E. WAGSTAFF
*JAMES M. WEBB

JAMES D. WICKENDEN
ROBERT C. WILLIAMS
HACHITO YUASA

*—In the service.
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over to his oldest associates and Wurster enrolled in Harvard to study city
planning and to catch up on his reading. This modest program was soon
disturbed, however, for he found some summer courses at M.L.T. to fill in
the lull at Harvard, and shortly afterwards accepted a position as design
critic at Yale. The habit of keeping busy is apparently hard to shake off.

It is curious that the kind of office Wurster ran—and believed in—
should have produced work so consistently and intensely personal in its
expression. For the office was anything but a one-man design show. The
list of names at the left was put in at Wurster’s request, not as a patronizing
gesture to former employes, but in response to a very genuine conviction
that all of these men had contributed freely and substantially to the body
of work with which he is credited. The Wurster office ran as a group
of teams: “For a time,” he remarks, “the office was like a series of small
offices, each composed of a junior and senior draftsman. Each team had
several jobs. On one job the senior would do the drafting and the junior
would write the specifications—then they would reverse. The same was
true of supervision. Except for the very first meeting I have always tried
to have one of this team, or both, present at every conference with the
client. This, I found, saved time and gave a sense of reality to the team.
As I have always thought of the office as a training ground, it gave a fine
experience to the men when the time came for them to go on their own.”

From another statement by Wurster comes further light on the develop-
ment of his architecture—and, incidentally, that of the California school
as a whole: “I have always realized how fortunate we were in having
the push of many jobs so that no single job had to carry the burden of
experimental ideas. It meant that there could be an interlacing on pro-
gressive jobs of experimental and previously tested ideas. . . . Two strong
forces account for much. The first is the great group of American and
European architects who opened up the field and showed the unreality
of the so-called “period” work. The other is the liberal attitude towards
architecture which is so strong in the San Francisco region.”

THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




“This house,” says the architect, “is located on an old road over
the mountain from Salinas to the Carmel Valley. At the foot of
the valley is the Carmel mission and the town. It is magnificent
and rugged country and we felt that a flowing and easy house
should settle against the oak trees. The owner wanted it to seem
like part of the land, so the pine boards are bleached so that
they are now about the color of the soil—say a warm gray. We
wished to give the owner a rough room where there was a
feeling of the out of doors on the first floor, since a wind
sweeps up the valley in the afternoon. We didn’t want this
room (the Lanai) to face west, for the low sun is too glaring.
The living room is on the second floor so that it won't serve as a
passageway and, too, the owner had some formal furniture
brought from the East, and this seemed too refined to have its
feet touch the dirt. The house is entirely of wood—inside and
out—not a raw, varnished yellow, however. Ceilings are painted
a very light green. The bathroom, too, is of wood, and is cer-
tainly what I should like to do in my own house. The great trick
on these hillside houses is to get them low enough so they seem

at ease and not just toppling.”

BATH HAS AN ALL-WOOD FINISH

EXTERIOR VIEW OF THE LANA
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ticism reached its lowest point in the design of
university buildings. In the name of the Gothic
Style—which somehow acquired an almost mystic
connection with higher education—lecture halls,
libraries, auditoriums, swimming pools and even
indoor tennis courts were poured into a stereotyped
mold intended to resemble as closely as possible a
medieval church. Because of some slight misgiv-
ings regarding the suitability of narrow slit win-
dows for bedrooms in a new dormitory, Yale
University asked a learned medical authority to
submit a report proving that the health of the
students living in the building would not be ad-
versely affected. At the same institution, when it
was decided to switch from the Gothic to the
Colonial style, one building was even divided down
the middle, into “Gothic™ and “Colonial” sections,
in order to effect the transition.

Fortunately for all concerned, this type of col-
lege building came to a standstill with the col-
lapse of the stock market in 1929. Recently,
while much of the dribble of university work y
which has been done has remained bound by
the grandiose campus schemes of the Twenties,
a substantial proportion has evidenced a . clean
break with the past.

A particularly commendable example of the
latter trend, this girls’ dormitory for the University /
of California eschews all stylistic approaches, :
including the International. Instead, it is pred- i
icated on a frank recognition of its residential ¥
function, and looks most of all like what it is: a b ew 0
residence and social hall for 90 university students, g J e
built in reenforced concrete in a grove of eucalyp- o
tus trees. Aside from the cantilevered balconies ?

at the ends of the projecting wings, its principal -
design feature is the open-sided stair tower
chown in drawings and photographs at the top
of the page, a detail which Wurster has used on

a smaller scale in many of his houses. :

Miss Isabella Worn and John Gregg, Landscape = & D
Architects, Frances Elkins, Interior Decorator, - : ;
A. V. Saph, Jr., Structural Engineer, G. M. & 3 0
Simonson, Heating Engineer, K. E. Parker Co., ' ‘ B
General Contractors. " 7
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CORBETT AND MacMURRAY; WILLIAM
WILSON WURSTER, ASSOC. ARCHITECTS

2. DORMITORY

Divided into distinct public and private
sections by a stair-hall link, the plan

benefits functionally and structurally

With an abundance of land available, the de-
signer chose to develop the plan in two virtually
separate buildings: a social hall and bedroom
unit. This not only results in increased privacy.
it has the further advantage that column spacing
and building depth have been adapted to the
requirements of both functions. The social hall
section contains living and dining rooms, exten-
sive kitchen facilities, a game room and adminis-
trative offices. Built against a steep slope, it is
entered on the second floor from the uphill side.
Main rooms are on this level and the floor below,
and are connected by a curving stairway. The
bedroom section, which is U-shaped, is comprised
almost entirely of single and double bed-sitting
rooms, the usual baths, toilets and a laundry.

The building was a gift to the University from
Mrs. Sigmund Stern of San Francisco.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: STRUCTURE—

reenforced concrete, furring, plaster on gypsum lath;
inside—studs, plaster and Douglas fir plywood. Col-
umns—reenforced concrete. Channels and pipe col-
umns at glass walled stairs. ROOFS—tar and gravel.
INSULATION — 1 in. rockwool, Plant Rubber &
Asbestos Co. FLASHING—soft copper and lead. GUT-
TERS—hard copper. WINDOWS—double strength,
quality B, crystal, wire and plate glass, obscure
Factrolite, Mississippi Glass Co. FLOOR COVER-
INGS—Ilinoleum, tile and carpets. WALL COVER-
INGS (bedrooms, halls, etc.) — stucco, California
Stucco Co. Remainder plaster, concrete and Douglas
fir plywood. PAINTS—W. P. Fuller & Co., A. C.
Horn Co., Nason Bros. Paint Co. and California
Stucco Co. ELECTRICAL WIRING—Steeitube, Steel-
tube Co. Fittings—Steel City Electric Co. Switches—
General Electric Co. and Hart & Hegeman. Annunci-
ator boards—Edwards & Co. Switchboard—Trumbull
Electric Co. BATHROOM EQUIPMENT—Crane Co.
Soil pipes—cast iron, Rich Mfg. Co. Water pipes—
copper tubing, American Brass & Copper Co. Pipe
covering—Plant Rubber & Asbestos Co. KITCHEN
EQUIPMENT: Range—Wedgewood, James Graham
Mfg. Co. Dishwasher—Hobart Mfg. Co. Refrigerator
—Kelvinator Div., Nash-Kelvinator Corp. HEAT-
ING—2-pipe low pressure vacuum steam system.
Unit heaters—American Blower Corp. Air filters—
American Air Filter Co. Convectors—American Ra-
diator-Standard Sanitary Corp.
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

3. TOWN HOUSE

On a small San Francisco lot Wurster
combines the freedom of country life

with advantages of city convenience.

EAST VIEW SHOWS DIVESION OF HOUSE INTO TWO ENTITIES

Based on a principle similar to that of the Fair-

child House (ArcH. Forum, April '43) this town — >
dwelling was cut in two to expose a greater window 3 g o
: = %UL K LIVING ROOM <
area and to create a private, country-like out- | = o
. . S h A
door space in the middle. The arrangement of the = x
indoor space resulted from needs peculiar to the < BEDROOM | HALL Jownersroom | 2
San Francisco area. Cross ventilation is never UNFINISHED e i_
- - . s 11T t T K,
desirable—in fact it would be a defect in a San TTrit Illié:i HH%ﬁowwomom HALL | KITCHEN )
Francisco house. Even the garden is sheltered GARAGE = f!
from the prevailing west wind. - I\“\'
Phe Y vhis e b 2 & ke = BASEMENT
1e best view 18 toward the north over a per- DIAGRAMMATIC SECTION - [
manent easement upon which nothing can be SCALE IN FEET
built. Thus, while the living room overlooks the 05 b B 2 J_
view, a solarium and open deck to the south take s 2
advantage of the sun. ey =
|

Control is obviously an important problem in
a plan of this type. There is a telephone at the
street entrance which can be answered on any
of the three floors of the house, and -the front
door, in turn, can be released at any one of those
points. Once admitted, guests can circulate freely,
and reach the living floor without encountering
further obstacles.

The space over the garage is used, at present,

oessina fi|
RODM

1
. —— OWNER'S ROOM LIVING ROOM
- | 168 (7Y | 176 % 268

BEDROOM

a4 s

as a playroom by the owners™ children. It will
finally be converted into a guest apartment.

Thomas D. Church, Landscape Archt., A. V.
Saph, Jr., Structural Engineer, F. S. Marshall,
Contractor.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: STRUCTURE—
redwood siding, 30 Ib. building paper, wood sheath-
ing, studs and lath; inside—plaster. Ceilings—stucco
on plaster, California Stucco Co. ROOF—tar and
gravel; deck—canvas. FIREPLACE DAMPER —
Superior Fireplace Co. WINDOWS—crystal sheet
and double strength, guality B glass. FLOOR COVER-
INGS—carpet, linoleum and Douglas fir., WALL
COVERINGS—stucco, California Stucco Co.; sola-
rium—redwood. PAINTS — Samuel Cabot, Inc.
HARDWARE—Sargent & Co. ELECTRICAL WIR-
ING—knob and tube. Switches—General Electric Co.
BATHROOM EQUIPMENT — American Radiator-
Standard Sanitary Corp. HEATING—Forced warm
air, gas fired, filtering, Aladdin Heating Corp. Water
heater—American Radiator-Standard Sanitary Corp.

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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OP FLOOR LIVING AREA LOOKS OVER HILL TO BEST VIEW DINING ROOM AS SEEN FROM BOTTOM OF MAIN STAIR

PEN DECK EXTENDS LIVING AREA

PUTH: A BLAND FUNCTIONAL FRONT VIEW OF GARDEN WITH DINING ROOM BEYOND, OPEN DECK ON TOP FLOOR
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

4. WAR HOUSING

The application of simple domestic

building technique has produced some

of the best U. S. war housing to date.

When, in 1941, the FWA assigned Wurster a
project of 1,692 dwellings at Vallejo, Calif.. he
was permitted to construct 25 experimental units
as part of the whole group. Sole restrictions: umit
cost not to exceed $2,845 and adherence to Govern-
ment “Standards for Defense Housing.”

The problem was made more difficult by the
{act that the economy resulting from mass pro-
duction would not make itself felt in a group of
25 units, particularly since the architect decided

to design three distinct types. They were called -

(1) “Skeleton Frame” units, (2) “Masonry
Wall” units, and (3) “Frame Bent” units.

Architect Wurster intended to prove that, at
similar cost, a type of dwelling unit highly
superior to the run-of-the-mill design could be
created. This contention was completely vin-
dicated. The experimental units averaged $2,845,
included underpinning, stops, railings, more glass,
curtains throughout, and fenced-in drying yards;
so that, actually, they proved to be considerably
cheaper than the standard houses. This although
they were constructed six months later and lacked
advantages of mass production.

Roofs can be put up in prefabricated sections
before walls have been erected, since they are
supported in each case by structural posts and
beams, rather than weight-bearing wall sections.
This means protection for the interior against
weather, which has frequently played havoc with
prefabricated structures during erection. The
peculiarities of each dwelling type are explained
in the diagrams.

Thomas D. Church, Landscape Archt., A. V.
Saph, Jr., Engineer, Charles Stockholm & Sons,
Leibert & Trobock, Robertson & Mullen, Contrac-
tors.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: STRUCTURE —
Douglas fir plywood, brick, Haydite Co. blocks,
Basalite wall units, Basel Rock Co. or Homasote,
Homasote Co.; inside—plywood. ROOFS—Flintkote
felt and capsheet, Flintkote Co. WINDOWS—double
strength, quality B and obscure glass. FLOOR COV-
ERINGS—linoleum. PAINTS—W. P. Fuller & Co.
and A. C. Horn Co. ELECTRICAL WIRING—knob
and tube. BATHROOM EQUIPMENT — American
Radiator-Standard Sanitary Corp. HEATING—floor
furnaces in frame houses, console heaters in others.
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1, INTEGRATION OF PLAN, STRUCTURE PRODUCED CLEAN DESIGN

P

2.STORY SKELETON FRAME UNITS ARE DETACHED, STAGGERED
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

5. SUBURBAN HOUSE

A two-level scheme illustrating one of
Wurster’s strongest points: his ability

to make modern acceptable to laymen

A notable feature of the first Wurster portfolio,
published in May, 1936, was the way this designer
manages to apply a contemporary approach to
seemingly conventional houses. As he said at that
time, “I have never believed in proselyting, so feel
that I have no mission to put over any given ex-
pression on any client. I like to work on direct,
honest solutions, avoiding exotic materials, using
indigenous things so that there is no affectation
and the best is obtained for the money. . ."”

In the seven years since this statement was
made, more and more clients have come to accept
radical design, a fact which is accurately mirrored
in Wurster’'s work, and therefore in this port-
folio. A goodly number, however, still prefer
houses whose modernity is played down, rather
than up. And, as this house demonstrates, the
Wurster office is still able to satisfy both types,
and do so without sacrificing good design. The
plan is open, and exceedingly well lit. Both sides
of the living area aye almost all glass. The build-
ing is boldly adapted to its site. Materials and
construction are straightforward and adroitly
handled. And vyet, despite all these things, the
total effect is one of quiet, almost “conventional”
restraint.

Designed for a family with two grown daughters,
the plan provides future bedrooms for their use
when home on visits. An unusual feature is the
use of panel heating coils in the outside terrace,
to warm this space in the late afternoon when the
house shades it from the sun.

Dimitri Schoch, Interior Decorator, Ned S.
Rucker, Landscape Architect, C. M. Teigland,
Contractor.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: STRUCTURE—
stucco, redwood siding, metal and Douglas fir lath,
plaster. ROOF—cedar shingles. INSULATION—rock-
wool, Plant Rubber & Asbestos Co. WINDOWS—
crystal, plate, obscure, single and double strength,
quality B glass. FLOOR COVERINGS—Ilinoleum.
PAINTS—Samuel Cabot, Inc. ELECTRICAL WIR-
ING—knob and tube. SWITCHES—toggle. BATH-
ROOM EQUIPMENT—American Radiator-Standard
Sanitary Corp. CABINETS — Hallenscheid & Mec-
Donald. HEATING—gas furnace, Aladdin Heating
Corp.
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

6. SKI LODGE

Designed for serious sportsmen rather
than the tourist trade: Wurster calls

it a “frame for the life of skiing.”

The finest thing about this ski lodge is its site,
the way the building has been fitted to it, and the
kind of life expressed in the plan. Located at
the bottom of the slope, this lodge was condi-
tioned almost entirely by very practical require-
ments. Snowfall at times reaches 30 ft. in depth,
so that the structure was bound to be heavy and
sturdy. By the same token the first floor is well
above the grade, and the sloping roof is steep
enough to allow snow loads to slide off—past
balconies, which are protected by a deep roof
overhang. On the other side the roof opens up
the building toward the view and the sun, and
all the private rooms are located along that side.
The terrace on the front has been dropped
below the lounge level to allow people inside to
look out over the heads of those outside.
Additions in a lateral direction were provided
for (not shown in the plans) and executed later

(see cut above).The dormitories in the rear of
the building (see section) take up a greater height
to comply with the State housing laws. Despite
the rugged appearance of the building, extensive

service facilities, bathrooms, etc., tone down the
somewhat Spartan concept implied in the ex-
terior. The latter is left in natural wood bleached
by the sun and snow.

Maurice Sands, Interior Decorator, A. V. Saph,
Jr  Structural Engineer, P. J. Walker Co. and
Charles Stockholm & Seons, Contractors.
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IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM THE MAIN BLOCK OF THE SKI LODGE WAS SYMMETRICAL ABOUT THE BRICK CHIMNEY STACK

STRUCTURE WAS MADE RUGGED ENOUGH TO WITHSTAND SEVERE WEATHER

SNOW PILES UP TO TERRACE LEVEL

ALL INTERIORS ARE UNPRETENTIOUS

Photos: Rondal Partridge
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

7. OFFICE BUILDING

This country office building contains
implications of planning, amenities and

of scale that are truly contemporary

[he Schuckl Canning Company of San Francisco
had had their plant at Sunnyvale in the Santa
Clara Valley for some time, when they decided
to build an office building close to the cannery.
It was in the early days of priorities when wood
was not a strategic material, and Wurster decided
to use it for the new structure. Since, however,
low insurance rates for fire damage demanded a
degree of safety comparable to that which con-
crete affords, all floors were built of a type of
mill construction with solid joists. The building
expresses this beautifully: Wall sections or glazed
units are hung on the structural frame of floors
and columns to form little more than a screen.
The floors are furred below for heating ducts
and above for electric conduits. This has re-
sulted in a building as soundproof as any con-
crete structure.

The space was organized in close collaboration
with the company’s executives. This assured a
truly funetional plan. All of the local operation
was placed on the first floor, and all the execu-
tive work, shifted from San Francisco, was placed
on the second floor. On the third floor is the
cafeteria, kitchen and women’s rest room. There
is also an outdoor deck for the use of the em-
ployes. The eating facilities were needed since
the building is out of reach of a mormal com-
munity. In the future it is hoped to design a
cafeteria for the cannery workers and a nursery
school for their children just across the street.
Problems of this nature are often overlooked in
such a move, and in providing an answer the
architect proved to be equal to the planning and
decentralization implied even in the relocation of
this relatively small unit.

These same implications became apparent in the
organization of the street level. Half the building
is completely open at that level, thus furnishing
parking space for the executives under the build-
ing proper. This way they go dry-shod directly
to their offices on the second floor.

The exterior of the building was stained a dark
brown, and the wood awnings, which protect the
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

7. OFFICE BUILDING

The design displays a great measure of
unity obtained only through close in-

tegration of plan and structure.

working space from the sun in summer, were
painted a coral color. The interior boarding is
all of redwood treated with a lacquer finish so
that the wood will retain its natural color. The
ceilings are covered with acoustic tile, which
provides insulation against noise, and maintains
the generally restful atmosphere created by the
building’s rural location. The main stairway,
shown in the photograph to the right, has oak
treads and Douglas fir stringers. It constitutes the
only decorative feature of the interior. Outside,
it is the vigorous projecting sunshades of wood
which provide richness of texture and give the
structure its characteristic appearance.

One of the most interesting points in the design
of this building was the relationship between
architect and client. The entire operation was
conducted on a basis of architect’s costs plus a
profit, rather than a percentage. This was par-
ticularly appropriate since the company did their
own contracting for the job, and so the fee, very
properly, had no relationship to what it cost
them to put up the building. Wurster calls this
one of his happiest experiences in cooperating
with an industrial concern.

Thomas D. Church, Landscape Architect, A. V.
Saph, Jr., Structural Engineer, Aladdin Heating
Corp., Heating Engineers.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: STRUCTURE—
redwood, building paper, fir sheathing and posts;
inside—redwood. Steel columns and beams for park-
ing area. Floors—Douglas fir. Ceilings—acoustic
and insulating tile, Fir-Tex Insulating Board Co.
ROOF—tar and crushed granite; decks — Calrock
asphalt block, Calrock Asphalt Co. WINDOWS —
double strength, quality A and B and Factrolite
plate, Mississippi Glass Co. FLOOR COVERINGS—
linoleum., PAINTS—W. P. Fuller & Co. HARD-
WARE—Schlage Lock Co., Stanley Works and Vin-
cent Whitney Co. ELECTRICAL WIRING—rigid
conduit and Wiremold, The Wiremold Co. BATH-.
ROOM EQUIPMENT—American Radiator-Standard
Sanitary Corp. and Kohler Co. HEATING—warm air
furnace, filtering, American Foundry & Furnace Co.
WATER HEATER—General Water Heater Co.
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ALMOST 250 FT. OF HORIZONTALITY PRODUCED DRAMATIC DESIGN

ND EMPLOYES' ENTRANCE IN FOREGROUND THE MAIN STAIR: A FINE DETAILING JOB USING STOCK MATERIALS
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WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT

8. BEACH HOUSE

A frame structure designed to fit a
dramatic location, satisfies unusual

climatic conditions and special needs

I'he climate in Carmel, where this beach house was
built, is conditioned by a prevailing cool wind
off the ocean, which tends to make outdoor living
and eating impracticable. The entire concept of
this structure was based on that fact. Mr. Wurster
planned the house to serve as a windshield for the
“sun-trap” courtyard on the land side. Other con-
siderations were the special needs of the owner,
which are reflected in the plan. This is essentially
a house designed for hospitality.

The living area was placed on the second floor
to give it privacy from the road along the beach
to the west. Existing grade conditions were skill-
fully used to achieve these ends.

The color scheme of the building was care-
fully considered. The vertical wood siding of the
second floor, reminiscent of Pennsylvania build-
ings, was stained a rich red. The first floor walls
are the green of ice plant, which grows around
the house.

A noteworthy feature is the incorporation of a
two-car garage, elongated rather than square in
shape. This cut down unnecessary frontage and
eliminated a second door, which usually produces
an element out of scale with a small structure.
The cars can not be left out of doors in this
climate, since the salt spray from the water would
affect the metal. By this token all the flashing on
the house is of copper.

Miles Bain, Contractor.

CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE: STRUCTURE—
plaster, building paper, wire mesh, cement plaster,
studs, California Stucco Co. stucco and concrete;
inside—Douglas fir and plaster on wood lath. ROOF
—tar and gravel; decks—Malthoid and Pabco roofing,
Paraffine Co.’s, Inc. FLASHING—copper. DUCTS—
galvanized iron. WINDOWS—wood sash: double
strength, quality A and B, and crystal sheet glass.
FLOOR COVERINGS—carpet and linoleum. WALL "
COVERINGS (main rooms)—mahogany plywood.
PAINTS—Samuel Cabot, Inc. ELECTRICAL FIX-
TURES—Gill Glass Co. Flood lights—Benjamin
Electric Mfg. Co. BATHROOM EQUIPMENT—

American Radiator-Standard Sanitary Corp. HEAT-+

ING—forced warm air, gas fired, filtering, Aladdin
Heating Corp. Water heater—Ruud Mfg. Co.
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SIMPLE DETAILING PRODUCED FINE INTERIOR SPACES EYE-LEVEL WINDOWS BELOW GIVE VIEW OF OCEAN
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THE “SUN-TRAP" COURTYARD CAN BE USED FOR OUTDOOR EATING, SHELTERED FROM PUBLIC ROAD AND WIND
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WINDOW AND DOOR DETAILS DESIGN DATA 2.

WILLIAM WILSON WURSTER, ARCHITECT THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM
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SPOTLI()’HT ON FHA Only 22 out of 600 leaders polled by TuE ArcHITEC-

TURAL FORUM seek elimination of FHA. But many want it revitalized, ridden of politics, staffed with

more efficient and better paid personnel, and streamlined to speed up sluggish service.

Under the impact of war and the shift-
ing economic tides, prized institutions
get knocked about, come through the
wringer of time, if at all, somewhat
changed in form. Periodically Tue
ArcHITECTURAL Forum has paused to
take soundings, reappraise the institu-
tions that have vitally affected Building.

In line with this policy, its editors
turned the spotlight on FHA in a survey
of Building leaders. By no stretch of
the imagination can the bankers, deal-
ers, manufacturers, life insurance
executives and building and loan offi-
cials who were surveyed be considered
pro-Administration. Nevertheless, only
a handful of the 600 wanted to see
FHA, “the brightest jewel in F.D.R.’s
crown,” disbanded. The general feeling
was that it had done a good job in stim-
ulating home construction. The vast
majority endorsed its continuance.
However, FHA did not come through
unscathed.

FHA’s record

FHA was nine years old on June 27.
To gain a better understanding of what
its future is likely to be, examine the
times in which it was born and its rec-
ord to date.

The building industry looks back at
1933 without nostalgia. It was a year
of unending hangovers following the
inflationary binge of the '20s. Home
building was at a standstill. Capital,
in panic, had withdrawn from the mort-
gage market. Then in 1934 the Govern-
ment bolstered a collapsing €conomy
with a series of acts providing for the
sharing of the risks of credit with pri-
vate capital through loans, guarantees
and insurance but with regulations to
protect the public interest.

One of these acts created the Fed-
eral Housing Administration which
proved of great aid in restoring the
confidence of private capital in the
housing market. Since its formation.
more than five million four hundred
thousand Americans built, bought or
improved their homes through FHA,

To carry out this program, over
$6.800.000,000 was advanced by pri-
vate lending institutions. Here is the
best proof of the henefits of this legisla-
tion to home buyers, home builders and
home financers.

Through it. persons of small means
were able to acquire reasonable, fairly
well-built homes, many in planned sub-
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divisions, without the expense and risk
of a second mortgage. By making
available a steady flow of building
funds, it revitalized a badly crippled
industry. Higher minimum building
standards were established which af-
forded a measure of protection to the
honest builder against the unfair prac-
tices of the jerry-builder. Tts contribu-
tions to mortgage banking were scien-
tific appraisals, the invaluable long-
term amortized loans and improved
construction and inspection standards.

Through the war housing insurance
amendments of the National Housing
Act which permitted 90% loans direct
to builders and relaxed the 10% owner-
equity requirement, FFA has greatly
aided the war effort and at the same
time permitted some private builders
to keep going. In the three years since
the start of the European war to the
end of 1942, FHA has issued commit-
ments to private builders to insure over
two billion dollars” worth of mortgages
on new homes in war areas and over
$650,000,000 worth of repairs.

Its insurance record is impressive.
As of April 30, over a million loans in-
sured under Title 203, designed for
peacetime operations, were on FHA’s
books. Three thousand seven hundred
and seventy-six properties taken over
have been sold. Only 167 properties
(Title 203) transferred to FHA are
still owned by it.

Its Title 6 insurance record is still
untested. Commissioner Ferguson re-
cently declared that the deposits in the
war housing insurance funds (almost
5 million at the year’s end) plus the
anticipated renewal premiums and in-
terest on investments will be sufficient
to cover all future expenses and losses
should 17.2% of the insured cases he
foreclosed. How well these insurance
funds will hold up under a severe de-
pression is anybody’s guess.

FHA in partial eclipse

Naturally, during wartime, as more
of the war housing turned from private
channels to temporary, publicly £-
nanced structures, FHA has fallen into
partial eclipse. In the WPB-NHA-FHA
priority battle, FHA caught most of
the invective thrown by builders, got
through to the last round somewhat
battered, but on its feet. As a result
some of the goodwill built up over the
last nine years has heen dissipated. It

has got into a hopeless muddle in-
numerable times trying to enforce rules
that changed daily. Key officials have
been removed from its ranks. Rumor
persists that disunity exists within its
own organization, with rival factions
jockeying for control.

The fate of FHA is a matter of con-
cern to the building industry. All the
predictions of a million houses a year
following victory, all the estimates of
vast impounded demand and accumu-
lated savings, and all the prophesies
of the important role of the industry
in sustaining full employment will be
just tall talk if a steady flow of mort-
gage funds is not kept up in the post-
war period.

The survey

The questionnaire sought the views of
a cross-section of Building on possible
changes in the working policies that
would make FHA a more effective in-
strument. A by-product of the poll, the
many thoughtful reforms suggested,
proved of greater interest than the yes-
and-no responses.

The questionnaire was sent to mem-
bers of the National Association of
Home Builders, members of The Mort-
gage Bankers Association of America,
presidents and mortgage loan managers
of leading life insurance companies
and to selected lists of bankers, real-
tors, saving and loan executives, lum-
ber dealers and building material and
equipment manufacturers.

While the poll revealed that FHA
is widely regarded as the best of the
New Deal agencies, the expressions of
praise were tempered with sharp and
widespread criticism. Many were care-
ful to state that their critical comments
applied to the prewar period as well
as to the period after NHA came into
power. The most often repeated
charges: too much politics, too much
red tape, and too little authority in the
local offices. A major gripe was the
delay in processing applications even
before WPB and NHA helped to jam
the works. Thirty to sixty days procese-
ing time, especially in areas without
local FHA offices, has not been un-
usual. The classic case is that of a
hapless eastern builder who applied for
loans in March 1942 and was finally
permitted to start construction a year
and three months later,

Other criticisms: evaluations always



lag behind building costs; quality con-
struction is not sufficiently encouraged;
new subdivision development has been
discouraged because the elaborate re-
quirements of the land-planning divi-
sion have not been taken into account
in final land valuations; local officials
adhere too rigidly to regulations is-
sued by national officers unfamiliar
with local conditions. Repeated many
times: the charge that FHA officials
have been permitted to maintain out-
side business connections. Equally
common was the complaint that many
of the inspectors are inexperienced
amateurs intoxicated with their sense
of power over builders.

The responses to specific questions
on policy naturally reflected economic
interests and political philosophies.
The builders, realtors, dealers and
manufacturers are in favor of measures
that would stimulate nmew home con-
struction, such as a continuance of an
accumulative 10 per cent down pay-
ment, low interest rates, 25-year mort-
gages. insurance of commercial build-
ings and farms. The lending institu-
tions are concerned chiefly with setting
up brakes that would prevent repeti-
tion of the depression that followed
the unbridled building in the '20s.
They favor 15- to 20-year loans, larger
down payments, higher interest rates
and reserves for maintenance. They op-
pose the insurance of community and
commercial structures and farms on the
grounds that these building types are
adequately taken care of with private
funds.

Views on government control

A cross-cutting factor in the re-
sponses of each group was the indivi-
dual’s attitude toward the control Gov-
ernment should exercise over the in-
dustry. One group, small in number,
sees in FHA “another instrument of
an Administration intent on forcing the
people into a static collectivism.” It
views FHA along with other Govern-
ment agencies as dispensers of harm-
ful pap: “Like Faust, once you partake
of FHA insurance, you are no longer in
control of your own business. Govern-
ment becomes a crutch you will be un-
able to throw away. You will not bank
on your own judgment to take loan
risks. The Government saps your in-
dependence. You will be no better than
one of Hitler's Herrenvolk.” Another
group, also small in number, is con-
vinced that strong police methods are
necessary. Its viewpoint is expressed
by a builder who, back in the Coolidge
era, sold lots at free barbecues. He is
convinced that FHA should employ a
“straitjacket set of rules to keep the
rugged individuals from subdividing all
the farms in the country, fouling the
landscape with ‘nests in the West’ and

¢8

safeguarding the public from exploi-
tation: . + s

The largest group is of the opinion
that “FHA has made Christians out
of many builders,” Its members want
FHA retained postwar as a standard-
maker and as a carefully restricted
police force in the home financing and
home building fields, its use however.
always to be voluntary. They feel that
“as long as FHA is in existence, private
lending interests will not depart from
the standards established.” However,
they are anxious to see private lending
institutions strong and active, so that
FHA will not get too powerful and
dictatorial.

While this group realizes that “the
bhest governed is the least governed”
it feels that the building industry has
become endowed with a social trust
and must be regulated in the interests
of society. However, very few are con-
vinced that the alternative to an all-
powerful State, policing and underwrit-
ing the industry, is necessarily anarchy.
They feel that they can regulate their
own show with a minimum of Govern-
mental control, give the public a break
and still maintain a large and con-
tinuous construction market.

Many felt that Government competi-
tion through subsidized housing has to
stop.

Mortgage raiding

The survey revealed widespread
raiding of FHA mortgage portfolios by
rival lending institutions. In many in-
stances the originating mortgagee had
cone to considerable expense and time
developing loans. Often loans had
been purchased from originating mort-
gagees at substantial premiums. The
protesting lending institutions feel that
they are helpless to stop this parasitic
practice. They are of the ppinion that
FHA could stop the raiding by a
stricter interpretation of the refinanc-
ing certificate.

The unofficial FHA view is that there
is nothing they can do to stop this
practice. They do not feel it would be
proper for them to insist on the pre-
vious lender’s consent. They contend
that it would be unfair to the bor-
rower who has an opportunity to im-
prove his position and would also come
close to being an agreement in re-
straint of trade, an evasion of the
Sherman Act. FHA is of the opinion
that it is up to the mortgage banKers
to do a job of self-policing. The lend-
ing institutions on the other hand are
afraid of joint action for the same rea-
son; fear of violating the Sherman
Act. Unless raiding is stopped, the
building money group insists that the
effect will be to drive lending institu-
tions out of the home mortgage mar-
ket. If rates are forced any lower,

they contend they would be better off
buying U. S. Government bonds.

Lending institutions also protest the
prevailing practice of paying pre-
miums and rebates to contractors, sub-
dividers and material dealers. In their
opinion FHA should limit by regula-
tion or legislation payment of premi-
ums for new mortgage business to
approved mortgagees actually negotiat-
ing mortgages for sale to permanent
investors. Semiofficial FHA view is
about the same in respect to premiums
and rebates. It feels that such prac-
tices are unsound but takes the posi-
tion that it is a matter for the lenders
to settle.

Many builders and lenders are wor-
ried about FHA’s recent attempts to
control inflation by reducing valuations
in the face of rising material and labor
costs. Builders contend that, unless
these costs are also pared, they will
have to fold up. Mortgage bankers say
that because of these arbitrary valua-
tion cuts, local savings and loan asso-
ciations have been able to make higher
loans than FHA will insure.

Private mutual insurance?

Mentioned repeatedly in the survey
is the hope that lending institutions
will form a federation to administer
privately a mutual mortgage fund.
Concern is expressed that unless a com-
petitive system is established, FHA,
subject as it is to political influence,
may prove a tyrannical force in the
future. According to one builder.
“some underwriter may decide he does
not like the color of a builder’s hair or
his political philosophy. By cutting
down loan commitments, he can force
the builder out of business. Theoretic-
ally the builder can get funds from
savings and loan associations or insur-
ance companies, but unfortunately FHA
has oversold the public on the ten per
cent downpayment and on building and
loan standards that are high only in
print. It is actually the price arbiter.”
Some of the lenders feel that FHA is
also in a position to arbitrarily force
interest rates down. Its chief concern,
they believe, is to be politically suc-
cessful and to demonstrate its concern
for the “masses.”

Many of those in favor of a private
insurance fund express doubt that such
a plan can be successfully worked out.
Two problems present themselves.
With mortgage competition keen as it
is, the task of enlisting the support not
only of rival insurance companies, but
of banks, saving and loan associations
and other important mortgage loan fac-
tors would be very difficult. The other
is that such an association might be ac-
cused of being a monopoly in restraint
of trade by an unfriendly Administra-
tion intent on conducting a witch hunt.

THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




1. Do you feel that the present
accumulative 10 per cent down
payment provision should be con-
tinued after the war?

Yes No

Builders and realtors ... 135 23

Building money groups 146 73
Dealers and manufacturers.. 132 95
413 191

COMMENTS:
Builders and Realtors

“Low down payments have never been an
important contributory factor of default in
any price class. There is a tremendous
volume of unclassified data on homes pur-
chased by contract of deed with reason-
able success. Usually down payments were
nominal. The practice has been wide-
spread in the country long before FHA
came into existence.”

“I am in favor of a schedule of down pay-
ments graduated according to valuation
and income.”

“Only for World War IT veterans.”

Building Money Groups

“On a rising market 10 per cent or even
5 per cent is adequate and as long as the
market rises the purchase contract will
always be safe. However, on a falling mar-
ket, it is conceivable that a 50 per cent
down payment may not be a sufficient
margin of security.”

“In defense areas the short down payment
places a tremendous burden on local finan-
cial institutions. Some houses have
changed hands as much as three times in
six months,

“The smaller the down payment the more
foreclosures occur, the worse the market
becomes. Why should the U. S. Govern-
ment, which is of course you and I and
all the rest of us, bolster up the lazy and
incompetent. There are very few men who,
if they are determined enough to own their
own homes, can’t accumulate enough for a
safe and reasonable down payment.”

Dealers and Manufacturers

“In the TNEC report on housing Mr.
Peter Stone had this to say: ‘A 90 per cent
loan may be just as safe from an insurance
point of view as a 75 per cent loan carry-
ing a higher interest rate.””

“Why not sell houses under a no-down-
payment plan with a non-interest hearing
mortgage running for 60 years. Furniture
and groceries should be included. Also an
autogyro and a Javanese houseboy. This
would not only take up our own slack but
also steady the Javanese economy. Of
course new models would be exchanged
for the nasty old houses showing signs of
tattle-tale gray.”

“The sooner the hidebound forces of the
industry realize we are living in a new
world and that private enterprise has to
think in terms of providing good houses at
increasingly low prices so that new mar-
kets will be opened up, the sooner will we
stop the public housers dead in their
tracks.”

“There are two modifications that are worth
exploring:

“a. The possibility of requiring higher
monthly payments during the first three
to five years than in subsequent years.
Many young couples who have not accum-
ulated sizeable amounts of cash would be
glad to make temporary sacrifices in order
to own their own home and know that they
are nearing the goal when their monthly
payments will become less, thus making
these sacrifices lighter.

“b. Strict insistence on prompt payment
or dispossession during the earlier years
so that the obligation is not assnmed
lightly or thoughtlessly; but a relaxation
in requiring payments to be made after a
substantial equity has been built up in
cases of acute economic distress. No one
should bind himself otherwise to an obli-
gation of twenty to twenty-five years dura-
tion. The feeling that one will not lose
one’'s life savings because of conditions
over which one has no control would re-
duce the reluctance to purchase and would
far offset the few cases in which dishonest
advantage may be taken of the greater
liberality of such a policy.”

2. Do you favor 5 per cent down
payment for homes under $3,000
on the basis that the lower the
cost of the house the broader the
market and the greater the mar-
gin of safety?

Yes No
Builders and realtors ... 81 71
Building money groups ... 51 185
Dealers and manufacturers.. 35 12
167 368

Builders and Realtors

“With no relief from heavy income taxes
in sight, a 5 per cent down payment and
the balance spread over three years would
be a boon to builders.”

“If we are to do our share in maintaining
reasonably full employment, we must en-
courage building by every means. The
more we build, the more people will be
employed. The more people working, the
more homes bought. The larger the assured
volume of orders, the lower the production
costs, The lower the costs, the wider the
field of purchasers.”

Building Money Groups

“This is feasible if the property can be
reclaimed in 90 days.”

“Economically unsound. First, because of
the feeling on the part of the so-called
owner that it is only a fairweather obliga-

tion which he can dump in the event real
estate values deeline; secondly, because of
the entire lack of pride of ownership in
such transactions.”

“Yes, if combined with one per cent per
annum property maintenance reserve.”
“Rather than make loans that exceed re-
production cost we might just as well go
into low-cost rental housing ourselves.”
“The cost of foreclosing in Illinois is
about $350, and it takes about two years
to complete a foreclosure. A broker is
paid 5 per cent for reselling a house that
has been acquired, and it is necessary to
spend some money for redecorating and
repairing a house that has been acquired.
A margin of §150 is therefore ridiculously
inadequate in this state. Fven in states
with quicker and cheaper foreclosures, it
is not sufficient to protect the lender.”
“A 5 per cent down payment will stop
secondary financing completely.”

3. Should the interest rate be
lowered? Remain the same? Be
increased?

Low- In-
ered Same creased
Builders and realtors 62 96 3

Building money groups 7 84 24
Dealers and manufac-
BT ecarsnisiarinisairinoins 20 70 36

98 349 63
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Builders and Realtors

“The rates should be sufficiently flexible to
follow the investment curve for high-grade
securities.”

“Should remain the same if 20 per cent is
paid down. If 10 per cent is paid down the
interest rate should be higher.”
“Lowered. With strict community controls,
the risk is considerably lowered.”

“I don’t think it can go any lower. If it
does, financial institutions will get out of
the FHA field entirely. There are too many
headaches attached to FHA paper work.”

Building Money Groups

“Money is a commodity like wheat and
for the use of that money, interest is paid.
Therefore, this rate is determined by the
law of supply and demand. At the present
time money is plentiful, hence the rate is
low. I am not a New Dealer enough to
believe that the laws of nature can be ad-
justed by legislation or decree without
l‘mving some ill effects 