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these new

colors

let you fit the color to the function

of industrial, institutional and commercial interiors...

563 MARBLE TAN 724
BUFF HAUTEVILLE

——561 FAWN

124 MAPLE
2y 144 MAPLE RANGE
157 VY
138 IVY RANGE

Should you rely on your own personal
opinion in selecting colors for interiors—or
on scientific methods?

Authorities say you should rely on scientific
methods when you select color for indus-
trial, institutional and commercial interiors.

For that reason, a new line of functionally
correct Suntile colors has been scientifically
developed as an aid to the design and purpose
of building interiors.

With these new Suntile colors you can help
industry increase production, reduce acei-
dents, aid lighting and build employee
morale and efficiency.

In schools and hospitals you can protect eye-
sight by color aid to lighting, increase stu-
dent and patient morale and create an atmos-

COLOR BALANCED

A real cloy tile |

*wl/\ /*/’L/\

WEST COAST OFFICES: The Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co., 470 Alab

7 T
BRIGHT PEARL GRAY GRAY HAUTEVILLE

233 LIGHT PEARL GRAY
231 PEARL GRAY

752 ‘
MOTTLED DRESDEN BLUE
/r‘

154 LARKSPUR
121 LARKSPUR RANGE

phere favorable to study and convalescence.
In commercial units you can attract cus-
tomers, aid merchandising and sales, and
stimulate employee enthusiasm.

These new functional colors give you added
reasons for selecting Color-Balanced Suntile
for walls and floors—beyond the advantages
that real clay Suntile gives you in creating
interiors that withstand heavy use, are easy
to clean and maintain, and remain attrac-
tive for the life of the building.

NEW COLOR BOOKLET

Write Dept. AF-4 for our new color story,
“Suntile Functional Color Recommenda-
tions,” or see your local Authorized Suntile
Dealer for detailed information.

CINCINNATI 15, OHIO

St., San Fr

o

Faber Birren, nationally known color
authority, has applied extensive re-
search to the design and organization
of the new Suntile color line. He says,
“Where the special technical needs of
industry, schools, hospitals and com-
mercial buildings are concerned, color
styling and selection must avoid any-
thing speculative. Personal opinion
must give way to scientific method.”

THE CAMBRIDGE TILE MANUFACTURING CO.

10, Cal. « The Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co., 941 N. Citrus Ave., Los Angeles 38, Cal.
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NATURALLY BEAUTIFUL

Bruce Hardwood Floors match the trend to natural, inherently beautiful materials

In today’s smart new homes there is a de-
cided preference for materials that are natural
in texture, natural in color, natural in design.
So it’s not surprising to find Bruce Hardwood
Floors one of the most popular ingredients in
modern room decoration.

Patterned by nature with distinctive grain
and mellow coloring, these floors set the stage
for any furniture, fabric, or wall treatment.
Their handsome designs, as pictured here,

Free color literature

-

Bruce Strip Floor (top right)—An ever-popular
favorite in Red Oak, White Oak or Beech.
Prefinished or finished on the job.

Bruce Block Floor (above) — Fresh, modern
beauty in prefinished oak or beech. (Also
available in mixed hardwood.) Can be in-
stalled over concrete or wood.

Bruce Ranch Plank Floor (right)—Random oak
strips with inlaid walnut pegs and beautiful
new “Decorator Finish.”

BrucE
Ao duwood
Floors
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are in harmony with all architectural styles.

Because they are factory-finished, Bruce
Hardwood Floors save time and money on the
job. There’s no waiting for floors to be sanded,
no tie-ups while finishes dry. And owners get
a penetrating seal finish that brings out all the
natural beauty of the wood . . . outwears on-
the-job finishes by 3 to 1.

See our catalog in Sweet’s Files for com-
plete information on Bruce Hardwood Floors.

Three new folders, with color photographs, will help you select
these naturally beautiful floors for your homes. For free copies,
write E. L. BRUCE CO., BOX 397, MEMPHIS 1, TENN.
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Architectural Forum STANDARDS FOR ELIMINATING WASTE 103
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. - on waste in housebuilding and add some specific dimensions.
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER
P. I. Prentice
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ARCHITECTURAL EDITOR
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tary service: Wilson Dizard; Harry J. Middleton.)
ASSISTANTS: Rosalind Klein Berlin, Linn Ericson, DEFENSE HOUSING [22
Marilyn = Grayboff, Alice 0’Connor, Nina Rabinowitz, An analysis of the lessons of World War Il and how well they
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A review of another in a series of important books on foreign
architecture by Architect-Photographer-Author G. Kidder Smith.
Architectural Forum, THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING is EL PANAMA HOTEL 138
published monthly by TIME Inc., Time & Life Building, Set high on a hill and built like a honeycomb ,this pace-
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Union and the Philippines, $9.00; elsewhere $12.00. To . i i "
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ervel's lower upkeep

ABOVE is the Brookchester develop-
ment at New Milford, N. J., where 2000
Servelsare being installed. Another 2000
Servels are being installed in the modern
garden apar..nents at Richfield Village,
Clifton, N. J.

LEFT: New Servel Gas Refrigerator in a
typical kitchen of a 3-room apartment
at Richfield Village and Brookchester.

4 architectural FORUM april 1951



ost important reason

for 4000 unit order

NEW JERSEY'S TWO LARGEST, MODERN
PROJECTS TO USE SERVELS EXCLUSIVELY

Vhen builder Joseph J. Brunetti ordered 2000

ervels for each of his new Brookchester and Rich-

eld Village developments, it was the largest single o ﬁ
>frigerator order ever placed in New Jersey. ‘ Servel

Servel was chosen for many reasons. Its year-in,
ear-out dependability . . . handsome design . . .
umous silence—and particularly because of its re-
1arkably low maintenance cost. This rock-bottom
st of upkeep has been proved time and time
gain in multiple-housing projects all over the
>untry. It is the result of Servel’s basically differ- . :
it principle of operation . . . its motorless freezing ‘
/stem. Just a tiny gas flame does all the work.
here are no moving parts to wear, grow noisy,
:quire replacement. That’s why only Servel stays
lent, lasts longer . . . provides year after year of
iatchless efficiency and worry-free service.

For full details consult Sweet’s catalogue or write
» Servel, Inc., Dept. C-13, Evansville 20, Ind.




PORTRAIT OF

Featured editorially in this issue Those who look to you for the answers to their space problems will never be
is another new building using Mills the victims of “frozen space” —an obstacle Lo preparedness—if you equip
]H.ovableMeta.l Walls tlfroughoutils their buildings with Mills Movable Metal Walls. Write for Mills Catalog
nineteen stories, the First National No. 51. We will be happy to give you further information upon request.

A\

Tinnerman Products, Inc., Cleveland, Oi
Architects: Mc George-Hargett & Associa

Builders: The Sam W. Emerson Co.

The new home of Seeep Nut fastener
is a combination of practical plannin;
and architectural artistry, a design-for
efliciency, the last word in modern pro
duction and management f(acilities. Bu
its keynote is an obvious preparedness U
meet the challenges and opportunities pre

sented by changing economic condition:

71:3 new Tinnerman building i
designed for flexibility. Most ol its it
terior space, for offices and factory ¢
closures, is subdivided by Mills Mo
able Metal Walls. Pictured at the le
is a typical executive office equippe
with metal and glass partitions.

Mills Movable Metal Walls are soli
attractive, insulated and soun:
proofed. Easily erccted, they requi
practically no maintenance and c:
be moved —quickly, conveniently ai
at very low cost—1o [it any new layo
or change in space requirement
Changes can usually be made ove
night or during a weekend, witho
interrupting normal business routin
This maximum mobility with mi
mum labor is the result of the de
or}strably superior quality of Mi
Movable Metal Walls, develop
through more than 30 years of accej
ing complete responsibility for th
design, construction and installatic

Building of Tulsa, Oklahoma. THE MILLS COMPANY ¢ 977 WAYSIDE ROAD ¢ CLEVELAND 10, OHIO J



COROAIRE pOES IT AGAIN!
MM?M,W IN°-THE-WALL HEATING SYSTEM

: For Large and Small Housing Projects
sl One Unit Heats a House or Apartment

Exclusive patented feature A 351 5}}3 ]
—COROAIRE CAST-IRON hhe .710.
TE gl el ;;"pii‘i’j DISPLACES EXPENSIVE-TO-INSTALL DUCT
| EXCHANGER — supplies 5 W /8 SYSTEMS OR MULTIPLE INSTALLATIONS

- times greater heating surface

£ ke b g \ [, O | OF ORDINARY FLOOR, WALL, RADIANT,
. matched efficiency and CIRCULATING HEATERS.

-economy.

Completely automatic gas heat—forced
circulation — humidification — filtration.
NO COSTLY DUCT WORK...NO
HARD-TO-OBTAIN SHEET METAL.
Finished to blend into any decorative
scheme. Installed cost less than a refrig-
erator or television set.

£

. The new COROAIRE 90WM
IN-THE-WALL Heating System
\ ... AGA approved . .. acclaimed

by authorities and experts as the
perfect answer to 3% to 7 room,
\ one floor, private, public, de-
fense and military projects—
homes or apartments.

THE COROAIRE HEATER CORPORATION

Hi-Boy Furnaces ... Hot Boy Space Heaters

Dept. PDM, 1422 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio
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Ttz it from tha SUCCESSIUL budlutor —

“We Wanted The Finest
... 50 We Chose Kelvinator”

Says Kevy K. Kaiserman, co-sponsor of the great new
Rittenhouse Claridge and Rittenhouse Savoy
projects in Philadelphia.

“Of course, in every kitchen we wanted the finest refrigerator. We chose
Kelvinator because we know Kelvinator refrigerators will delight our tenants
with their features, beauty and performance. And through our own experience
we know that Kelvinator means real dollar-saving dependability.”

With these words, Kevy K. Kaiserman, co-sponsor of the new Rittenhouse
Claridge and Rittenhouse Savoy Apartments in Philadelphia, sums up why
he and so many other successful builders choose Kelvinator for their new
projects. Investigate the economies you too can make by selecting Kelvinator.
For full information, write to Dept. AF, Kelvinator, Division of Nash-

Kevy K. Kaiserman Kelvinator Corporation, Detroit 32, Michigan.
President of Claremont Corp. and Plaza Square Corp.

o

1)

N
::
-

11idiia

N

I3

‘vgilu

708 Apartments — 708 Kelvinators! Soon to tower over  autotronic controlled elevators. There will be a Kelvinator refriger-
Philadelphia’s beautiful Rittenhouse Square, the new Rittenhouse ator for each of the Claridge’s 482 apartments, a Kelvinator for each
Savoy (left) and Rittenhouse Claridge (right) will offer “new con- of the Savoy’s 226. Co-sponsors are Kevy K. Kaiserman and Matthew
cepts in modern living.” Both projects will feature panoramic win- H. McCloskey. Architects are Samuel I. Oshiver, J. Raymond Knopf
dows, year ‘round air conditioning, sound-proofed cork hallways, and J. Ethan Fieldstein. Builder, McCloskey & Co., Inc.

‘ /\\\ Kelvinator featured exclusively,
Z7 AN nation-wide, in the
"""n‘uul"“.‘
Division Nasa-KeLvinator Corporation, DETROIT 32, MicRIGAN

REFRIGERATORS, RANGES, FREEZERS, WATER HEATERS, AIR DRIERS...Electric, of course!
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UNEXPEET[D BﬂﬂM IN B““.D'NE, fueled by a plethora of materials, sparked

by an urge to beat restrictions, speeds the industry down an uncertain road. No
one is at the steering wheel, but the bankers have a hand on the brakes

Construction was booming more than anybody thought it had a right to. For rearming
industry, new plants sprouted 106% faster than a year ago (no surprise). But commercial
building was not yet hard hit by NPA restrictions (see p. 20). And housing—just when
Federal planners hoped credit restrictions would start to bite—put on a Spring spurt. Even
though FHA and VA applications continued to drop, builders started 100,000 housing
units in March, the Bureau of Labor Statistics estimated.

Was it a boom on borrowed time? Was housing like a rosy-cheeked consumptive:
bleeding to death internally? To try to find out, THE MacAzINE oF BUILDING took a close
look at ene typical spot, northern New Jersey, and a broader glance across the rest of the
nation. What emerged made a confusing picture. But a few facts stood out in fuzzy focus:
» The industry could be cutting its own throat in the rush to get homes built before materials,

manpower and credit curbs make building
harder: top Washington planners were
thinking about tightening up controls fur-
ther. Said HHFAdministrator Raymond
Foley: “abandon the general housing pro-
gram? We don’t foresee it, but that
doesn’t say it might not happen.”

» From $20,000 up houses were selling like
hot dogs at a ball game, the very thing
Regulation X aimed at preventing. Older,
richer families could easily plunk down the
money. “‘Last week,” said one New Jersey
builder, “I sold three houses in the $16.-
000-$17,000 bracket. All cash. I’'m start-

. 11}
ing a lot more.

» In the lower brackets—$8,000-$12,000—
for every builder who said credit curbs
were hurting his sales, another said cash
was plentiful among buyers.

» Warehouses bulged with material stock-
piles, except for a spotty gypsum shortage.
Experts who predicted a pinch this Spring
now were explaining that it might arrive
during the Summer. Material prices dipped
and held. The BLS index for building ma-
terials stood at 227.7 for three weeks in
March. It was 228.1 the month before.

» Defense mobilizers, however, stuck to
their story that a controlled materials plan
will begin July 1 for steel, copper and
aluminum. Yet almost at the same mo-
ment, NPA postponed its ban on aluminum
in storm windows and 200-0%d other items
to May 1. Washington talk was that
military brass had overstated their require-
ments for the first half of the year. Build-
ers shuddered at the prospect of controlled
materials but most were game. “I have
three kids. I have to build,” said Louis
Levin of Newark, N. J. “It means black
markets,” warned Alan D. Allen of Hills-
dale, N. J.

» Prudent developers were designing around
critical metals, putting plumbing back to

back, eliminating as much flashing as pos-
sible, shifting from metal to wooden win-
dow frames and cabinets, even switching
from structural steel to wooden trussing.
Some had cuter gimmicks. One operator
bought an old 138 ton locomotive for $5,-
200. He explained: “We were going to cut
it up for scrap; but we’ve got it running
now, so we’ll wait. When steel gets too
tight, I’ll drive it to a mill and trade it in
on what I need.”

What lay ahead?

Largely conflicting opinions and great
uncertainty.

Some cities, like Hartford and Denver,
Wichita and Aiken, S. C., scenes of furious
military and defense expansion, would
clearly have a housing boom all year. But
in Detroit, leading builders thought the
drop in the last half of the year would
make HHFA’s 850,000 house goal look
silly. They foresaw near collapse.

Builder Alan Brockbank of Salt Lake
City: “Right now, we can sell most any-
thing we can build. But we’re jittery over
materials later.”

Builder Russell Benjamin, Ridgewood,
N. J.: “I may build 60 houses this year,
or 600.”

A leading eastern office building archi-
tect: “Between July 1 and 15 there will
either have to be a great relaxation of con-
trols or there will be a complete shutdown
of building.”

One thing seemed sure: the housing in-
dustry, grown prosperous by national
policy, was stuck with national policy (one
banking lobbyist called it politics) for
better or for worse.

Good news from Korea already had
brought a letdown. Could the Administra-
tion keep the war pot boiling? That seemed
to be the critical, unanswerable question.

At least this side of Moscow.

NEWS

LAST MONTH’S WASHINGTON DIARY

2/28 NPA eases nickel order (M-14) to per-
mit non-essential use of existing inven-
tories of nickel silver, nickel plating,
high-content nickel alloys and stainless
steel beyond March 1 cutoff date

3/2 NPA limits volume of DO's that con-
struction machinery manufacturers must
accept to 50% average monthly output
first half 1950

3/3 Treasury settles feud with FRB over in-
terest rates, both agree to exchange $19
billion outstanding long-term bonds for
new, non-transferable issve at 2% %

3/6 Maj. Gen. Thomas F. Farrell appointed
Deputy Defense Production Adm:nistrator
for plant expansion; Rufe B. Newman
named Director of Construction Controls
Division, NPA

3/7 NPA orders 20% cut (over first half
1950) in use of steel by manufacturers
of furniture, household appliances

3/9 HHFA and FRB relax Reg. X in atomic
plant areas at Paducah, Ky., and Sa-
vannah River, S.C.

3/9 FRB requests financing institutions exer-
cise voluntary curb on all lending to
reduce inflationary pressures

3/12 NPA designates RFC sole importer of
tin for resale on quota

3/12 NPA clarifies building ban (M-4), indi-
cates exemption of several building
types, including schools, libraries,
churches, medical clinics, efc.

3/14 House defeats motion to bring Defense
Housing Bill to floor for debate

3/15 Thomas B. McCabe resigns as Chairman,
Board of Governors, Federal Reserve
System, William McChesney Martin
named fo post.

3/20 HHFA holds first meeting of city build-

. ing officials, members of its newly-
formed advisory commitiee to prevent
waste of materials in the defense
emergency by amending building codes

3/21 FRB exempts multi-family units from
Reg. X if “‘substantially” committed be-
fore 1/12/51, commercial building if
commitied before 2/15/51, both in
cases of severe hardship

3/21 ERB lifts Reg. X to permit financing for
32 days after completion of one and
two family houses under construction
before 10/12/51, of multi-family
units under way before 1/12/51, of
commercial building begun prior fo
2/15/51

CAMPAIGN AGAINST WASTE gets go-

ing on the local level, gets a helated nod
from DPA

The first project Chairman Howard Coon-
ley laid before the Defense Production
Authority’s new Conservation Coordination
Committee was implementing THE Maca-
zINE oF BuiLbping Round Table’s program
for cutting waste in construction.

In presenting the Round Table program,
Coonley stressed its importance, not only
for the savings it could make possible in
America’s biggest industry, but also for the
example the building industry can set the
nation in conservation.

The defense mobilizers had a brilliant
ready-made blueprint for curbing waste. A
joint committee of the AIA and NAHB had
followed up the Round Table’s judgment
that an all-out attack could cut waste of
materials, labor and money by 20 to 40%,
spelled out the recommendations in detail

(Continued on page 13)
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 ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS

Consider maintenance
before you specity

It’s wise to look ahead to the cleaning and repainting
needs of an acoustical ceiling before selecting a mate-
rial. These maintenance requirements can often
make a difference in your selection.

Maintenance is a more important consideration in
some installations than in others. Hospitals and com-
mercial kitchens, for example, will probably require
more frequent maintenance than many other kinds of
interiors where sanitation is not such a critical problem.

Because of the composition of acoustical materials
and the various ways their surfaces are finished, acous-
tical ceilings vary in ease of cleaning and repainting.
In addition to anticipating maintenance problems, it’s
also helpful for those who buy and specify acoustical
materials to know how they are cleaned and repainted.

1. CLEANING

Dust or loose dirt can usually be removed from the sur-
face of a material by brushing or vacuum cleaning. A
vacuum cleaner attachment designed for cleaning up-
holstery or walls will do the better job.

If more thorough cleaning is needed, wash the mate-
rial with mild soapy water, using either a moist cloth or
a dampened sponge. Remove the soap with a sponge
slightly dampened in clean water. Here are some
points that you’ll want to remember about washing:

Perforated wood fiber materials may or may not have
Non-washable materials can be
eleaned with a good wallpaper cleaner. Armstrong’s
Cushiontone, however, now has a new washable paint
finish which was specially developed to make cleaning
an easy job. Any marks or smudges that are not re-
moved by washing can usually be cleaned off quickly
with an ordinary artgum eraser.

washable surfaces.

Fissured mineral wool materials, like Armstrong’s
Travertone, should be washed with a minimum amount
of water since moisture can have injurious effects on
mineral wool. Care should be taken not to injure the
fissured surface during cleaning. Use artgum for stub-
born surface smudges on Travertone.

Fissured cork tile, Armstrong’s Corkoustic, can be
cleaned with a more liberal amount of water since cork
has a natural resistance to moisture, but avoid scrub-
bing and excessive use of water.

Perforated metal pan materials, like Armstrong’s Ar-
restone, are easy to wash because of the smooth
enamel finish on the tile. It’s important, however, to be
careful that water is not forced through the tiny holes
in the metal surface—the sound-absorbing pad inside
must be kept dry. Apply the soapsuds with a good
grade paintbrush (4" bristles) rather than a sponge.

METHODS OF CLEANING ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS

Vacuum cleaning. The nozzle of the
attachment should be drawn lightly
across the surface of the acoustical

tile in one direction. This pre-
vents rubbing dust into the surface.
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Wallpaper cleaner. A good quality
wallpaper cleaner can be used for
fiber tiles. The cleaner should be
fresh, since old cleaner often gets
“sticky” and does not do a good job.

Dampened sponge. Materials with
washable finishes, except metal
pans, can be washed with a sponge
dampened with mild soapy water.
Rinse with a dampened sponge.

Suds cleaning. Suds made with mil
soap flakes are applied with a goo
4" paintbrush to the surface an
bevels of metal pan units. Rins
with damp sponge and clean wate



2. REPAINTING

When painting acoustical materials, care should be
taken not to close up the perforations or fissures in the
material. It is through these openings in the surface
that sound waves enter the body of the acoustical mate-
rial and are absorbed.

A good grade of flat oil paint, suitable for interior fin-
ishes, is recommended for general use in repainting all
Armstrong’s Acoustical Materials. Cushiontone and
Arrestone can be painted with enamels, if desired.
Water paints should not be used since they have a
tendency to warp acoustical materials.

There are two methods of repainting acoustical ma-
terials: spray painting and brush painting. Here are
some helpful points about each.

Spray painting
Spraying is the more desirable method of paint applica-
tion because it provides a smooth even coat, and there’s

less chance of clogging the surface openings. To be
sure of a good job, it’s wise to make use of the best spray
equipment available. Thin the paint as much as neces-
sary for proper spraying, using the solvent recom-
mended by the paint manufacturer.

First, remove loose dust from the material with a
brush or vacuum cleaner. For Armstrong’s Cushion-
tone, Travertone, and Corkoustic, apply the paint with

RRESTONE®

a light spray. Direct it against the surface from all four
directions in turn, using a rotary motion to get a uni-
form coating on the inner sides of the perforations or
fissures. For Armstrong’s Arrestone, direct the paint
stream squarely against the surface of the material,
moving the gun back and forth to get a uniform coating.

Brush painting
Careful workmanship is important in painting acous-
tical materials with a brush. The brush should be 4"

wide, with 434" fine bristles.

Clean the material in the same way as for spray
painting. If necessary, thin the paint to a consistency
so that it won'’t close the perforations or fissures. In
general, paint should be thinner for use on Armstrong’s
Travertone and Corkoustic than for Armstrong’s
Cushiontone and Arrestone.

Wet the brush thoroughly with paint. Wipe excess
paint from the outside of the brush, then apply it to all
four bevels of the unit first. Touch the surface of the
material at several points to distribute the paint evenly
and brush out this paint to a uniform coating.

SEND FOR FREE BOOKLET, “How to Select an Acoustical
Material,” which answers many other questions
about sound conditioning. Write Armstrong
Cork Company, 5404 Stevens St., Lancaster, Pa.
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HE unit cost of this three-story office building has been re-
duced from $2.65 per square foot to $1.07 per square foot
using welded sectional frames of steel studding.

Representing an over-all saving of approximately $16,000, this
building was erected in only 3 weeks, less than half the time
otherwise required, and without the use of scaffolding. Its
welded steel construction is fireproof, shrinkproof and free
from warpage and provides greater ease for installing plumb-
ing, wiring and insulation.

The new WKM Valve Co. three-story office  Second floor all-welded sectional panel
building. The Matthews Con- held in place for tack welding.

struction Co. and the Brown

Construction Co., contractors.

CUTS CONSTRUCTION COST $16,000

HOW TO DESIGN
FOR LOWER COST

Latest structural design data is
presented in the new 9th Edition
Procedure Handbook of Arc
Welding Design and Practice.
Price only $2.00 postpaid in
U.S.A.; $2.50 elsewhere.

On-the-ground prefabrication of 10-foot
panel sections in assembly jig for fast,

downhand welding.
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(see p. 103). The AIA and NAHB execu-
tive committees endorsed them speedily.

Now it was up to Government. The au-
thoritative Kiplinger Service pointed up
one method. The Kiplinger forecast: The
U. S. will set up materials-saving standards
of its own. Builders who exceed them will
not be allocated materials. With control of
metals, the Government thus will have a
big stick. Effort also will be made to force
factory assembly and savings like prefab
plumbing.

Government’s first duty was to impose
waste cutting on itself. AIA directors fired
an angry blast at Federal nondefense
agencies for “building as usual” despite
material shortages. The AIA singled out
VA hospitals and the public buildings
service. Federal “somnambulists,” it cried,
were continuing to design luxuries like
stainless steel walls in surgeries, solid brass
hardware, copper flashing and downspouts.

Across the country, too, the idea of taking
rearmament cost out of waste, not living
standards, gained supporters. In Salt Lake
City, the Utah Home Builders Association
and ATA decided to set up a joint committee
to press for local action against waste. The
Mormon town was in the throes of re-writ-
ing its electric code. In Los Angeles,
bustling Dave Slipher was named head of
a local action committee. Biggest putsch
of all was in Albuquerque, where builders
felt they were on the verge of persuading
the city to be the first in the country to
adopt the new national plumbing code.

Inevitably, there were dissents. Secre-
tary-Manager H. R. Northup of the Na-
tional Retail Lumber Dealers announced
“we emphatically do not” endorse the AIA-
NAHB views.

He did not speak for all lumber dealers.
President Deyo W. Johnson of William H.
Deyo & Co., Ellenville, N. Y., declared the
program worked “to the ultimate advan-
tage of all home builders,” called it “prac-
tical and concrete.”

The most concrete demonstration was
being blueprinted by the NAHB. Two
homes would be built side by side, one un-
der old-fashioned building codes of a yet-
to-be picked city, the other under conserva-
tion standards set by the Round Table.
Builder Clarke Daniel was interested in
erecting the yardstick houses in Washing-
ton. He even hoped local officials would
arrest him for violating local codes in the
waste-saving house. This, project-pro-
moters thought, would spotlight the need
for action against building waste in a way
even the Government could not ignore.

The job ahead was large. It seemed to
be off to a hopeful start.

NEWS

Photos: Len Rosenberg

BUILDING MONEY: hoost in hond rates

means fewer mortgages at higher interest

For the building industry, the increase in
interest rates on long term Government
bonds from 24 to 234 % was loaded with
dynamite. Full import of the Federal Re-
serve-Treasury accord that fixed the rise
was emerging by month’s end:

Mortgages were going to be increasingly
harder to place. Interest rates would go up
—probably 14 to 14%. That might be
enough to force the Veterans Administra-
tion to follow suit or find virtually no lend-
ers for GI loans. Even the ocean of insur-
ance company money seeking mortgage
investment was rapidly drying up. Neither
commercial nor savings banks would be in
the mortgage market to any extent the rest
of this year. Some economists thought the
new policy would do more to cut building
volume than either Regulation X or the not-
so-shortage of materials.

The definitive word on the shape of mort-
gage things to come was given the Eastern
Mortgage Conference of the MBA in New
York by balding, meticulous Banker Wil-
liam A. Clarke. He had spent two full days
hopping between New York, Washington
and his mortgage finance office in Philadel-
phia to gather up the figures. They spoke
for themselves:

P $11 billion, or 30% of 1950’s new invest-
ment money came from sale of government
bonds. No wonder: with bonds supported
by the FRB at 100 22/32 they were the
same as cash because investors could unload
without loss.

p With the interest rise, FRB has let bonds
slip just under par. Now investors lose if
they sell before maturity. Result: Clarke
thought about 75% of the outstanding
2% % bonds will be converted to the prof-
fered non-marketable 23/s, and held.

P This “real attack on inflation” will have
these results on the four main sources of
mortgage money :

MBA conference participants told Banker Wil-
liam A. Clarke (second from left, above) they
agreed mortgage interest rates must rise. Left
to right, R. O. Deming Jr., ex-MBA president;
FHA Commissioner Franklin D. Richards (who
shied away from forecasts); Clarke; Dr. Claude
Benner, president, Continental American Life.
T. B. King, VA loan guaranty chief (left, below)
and HHFAdministrator Ray Foley (right) kept
their talks non-committal.

Commercial Banks—Time deposits sank $250
million in 1950 to $36 billion, while mortgage
holdings rose $865 million to $12% billion. No
rise in deposits is in sight so “commercial banks
will not be large mortgage buyers.”

Mutual Savings Systems—Sold $500 million in
government bonds last year to finance a net rise
in realty loans from $6.4 billion to $8 billion. This
now ties up 40.1% of their $20 billion deposits
in realty, which is enough. Deposits are not ris-
ing; in fact, fell this February while mortgage
holdings swelled. So savings banks will be “de-
cidedly hesitant to commit for new mortgages.”

Life Insurance Companies—Replaced low-yield
government bonds with mortgages and other se-
curities last year. Now, they will have to hang on
to bonds (see above). About $6 billion in new
money will be available for investment this year,
but at least $4 b¥lion is already committed to
mortgages!

Savings and Loan Associations—Have 98% of
their $14 billion capital tied up in realty already.
Payoffs and capital gains will produce $3 billion
more this year for mortgage investment—the only
slice of the market untouched by the new Treas-
ury policy.

» Interest rates must rise because: It costs
banks at least 14 % to collect and keep books

on mortgage loans. (One banker said it
(Continued on page 17)
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FOR ROOF LOCATIONS

what refrigerating machinery
is hest?

They're putting the mechanical equipment
on the roof nowadays. And for good reason. The
move saves space, centralizes equipment, makes
basements rentable.

The trend calls for compact lightweight air
conditioning equipment like the new Carrier
Absorption Machine.

[t's smaller and weighs less per ton of capacity
than any other refrigerating machine you can buy.
Noise and vibration problems are out — because
there are no major moving parts — just a small
solution pump.

This Carrier Absorption Machine operates
at a minimum cost, too. It uses steam (often idle
capacity or waste steam) to produce cooling.
The steam rate is less than 20 pounds per hour
per ton of refrigeration. It automatically adjusts
itself to partial loads — down to 109 of capacity,
with sustained efficiency.

Send for our interesting folder describing new,
lightweight 115 to 350 ton capacity refrigerating
machines. Carrier Corporation, Syracuse 1, N. Y.

Top right: Employers’ Insurance Building, Dallas.
Top left: Self Memorial Hospital, Greenwood, S. C.

\Camior)

Air Conditioning Refrigeration Industrial Heating
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Richards

OF ENGLAND

CLAY WALL
TILE

ARCHITECTS
BUILDERS
INSTALLERS

Here is a new concept of Beauty, Endurance, and Econ-
omy for the Architect, Builder, and Installer . . . for

Stylon, and Richards of England, with their combined Whether the job is big or small . . . whether you have a
facilities, now bring you a truly modern line of Floor and project on the board for new building or modernization
Wall Tiles . . . dazzling with new true-tone colors, delicate work, yours will be a wise decision to recommend Stylon
tints and exquisite mottled effects . . . an array so brilliant and Richards of England. You can assure your clients of
and so distinguished that hundreds of new color and de- Beauty they can see . . . Economy they can measure . . .
sign combinations are now possible. and Endurance they can gage.

]
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| Stylon Corporation I

I 857 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. |

BEA”’lflc'quo” I  Gentlemen: Pleasedrush me 1lat:zlst literature on Stylon and |
’:0R | Richards of England. i

THOSE WHO BUILD : G0 0t -1 1T TR O :
I Firm’s INAME.........ooooiiiiiceeciieecceeriee e ssss e snenes i

I Streel covouausmmmummmmmmimmims s mosiissses I

i CAtY ooy s State ..oooooeeeiicieeeeee i
I_--—-____-—--_--------_“
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. CURTIS AIR CONDITIONING
P with CONFIDENCE

Water Cooled
Condensing Units

» Many years of outstanding performance records have given Curtis units —through 40 Tons
an earned reputation for trouble-free operation.

 There are 97 years of successful engineering and manufacturing
experience “‘built in"" all Curtis equipment.

» Curtis packaged units are completely assembled, eliminating expensive
on-the-job labor.

» No expense has been spared in building Curtis units . . . yet they're
competitively priced.

» Curtis units will handle any air conditioning or refrigeration requirement.

» A new 1951 Curtis Architects Manual will be sent upon request to
licensed architects. Use your own letterhead, please.

Evaporative condensers to
match—cooling towers=—

and air handling units

2,4,6,8 Ton—

Central Type—
Packaged Types 10-15 Ton

97 Years of Successful Manufacturing

Curtis Refrigerating Machine Division
of Curtis Manufacturing Company
1914 Kienlen Avenue, St. Louis 20, Missouri
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rowss e THERMOSTATIC WATER MIXER

“ HVC T‘her,n“io- .
static. Water Safety tests prove it will outperform all other
thermostatic or pressure actuated mixers

R == 48 KSR

L

B

. Mixer For Con-
- ‘cealed Piping.
' Dial Diam. 6". How it works—Hot and cold water are piped to mixer where they are
. Connections 15", blended and thermostatically controlled at any temperature desired
e between 60° to 115° F. (Note safety limit).

For shower or tub bath, Powers mixer handle is turned to right

until water flowing into tub reaches temperature desired. Then

bather enters tub. For a shower, diverter
spout knob is pulled up diverting water
to shower head. When shower is com-
pleted, handle of mixer is turned to OFF.

_ TYPICAL SHOWER & TUB COMBINATIONS

wﬂ'rh“Divérter ;

‘Spoutiand. . Diverter spout flapper valve returns to
| ~Fitting. “tub” position automatically.

S Only one moving part easity Sufety Features that give better control:
s e accessible from the front. Mini- (1) Powers mixers prevent delivery to
Unsﬁrpussed mum of maintenance, simple, shower or tub above 115°F., (2) Tem-

= afor. il rugged construction. perature remains constant wherever set
~ SIMPLICITY regardless of pressure or temperature
CONVENIENCE- changes in water supply lines, (3) Failure of cold water supply in-
. COMFORT stantly and completely shuts off delivery to shower or tub.
" SAFETY Powers thermostatic water mixers are completely automatic, con-
: e ; venient, dependable and the safest temperature regulator made for
Contact ydﬁr e tub and shower combinations.

nearest |
POWERS g THE POWERS REGULATOR CO.

Sfee for Established 1891 o OFFICES IN OVER 50 CITIES e See Your Phone Book
specification CHICAGO 14, ILL., 2720 Greenview Ave. ® NEW YORK 17, N.Y., 231 E. 46th St.

data ik LOS ANGELES 5, CAL., 1808 West 8th St. ¢ TORONTO, ONT., 195 Spadina Ave.

MEXICO, D. F., Edificio “'La Nacional" 601 (H2C)

.~ 60 YEARS OF WATER TEMPERATURE CONTROL




...THE LEADER

in National Factory Service

Hauserman was the first Movable
Steel Interior munufacfurjer to estab-
lish a nation wide sales and service
organization. This Hauserman national
field force now has near”y 40 years
of uninterrupted service experlence
in original installations, re-arrange-
ments, and service work. You get life-
time service from Hauserman, no
matter how large or small the job, or
where the installation may be. More
Hauserman partitions are i{n use today
than all other makes
combined. And this
leadership grows
greater every year.

Send coupon for
Hauserman full-color
descriptive booklet,

|
and aska Hauserman

representative to call.

Organized for Service Naﬁond:llly since 1913

| P
Don't say (a7 in your plant
. .. meet mobilization needs with Hauserman Movable Walls!

® Your plant is an important link in the national defense program.
Suddenly the demand may be for heavily-increased volume of your

present products. Or you may be faced with completely new production
requirements. In either case

you can quickly shift floor plans, machine placements, departmental
locations, production channels, and make other imperative
changes, if you're fortified with Hauserman Mowvable Steel Walls!

Although these strong walls are of the permanent type, they can be
moved easily and inexpensively at any time, without production delays
or inconvenience to employees. There’s a suitable type for every plant
operating need, including control of traffic, sounds, drafts and dust;
isolating test rooms; and enclosing supervisory departments.

Send the coupon below for The Inuside Story of Building Economy. For
a prompt personal call from your nearby Hauserman office or repre-
sentative, consult your classified Telephone Directory. See “Partitions.”

_____._________f_._

The E. F. Hauserman Co., 7104 Grant Ave., Cleveland 5, Ohio

[ Please send free copy of The Inside Story of Bulldmdz Economy.
[J Please have Hauserman representative call.

Company

Street

PARTITIONS o WAINSCOT o RAILINGS o« COMPLETE ACCES!



costs him 0.7% on VA loans.) Historically,
-lenders insist that government insured mort-
gages net them 1% more than government
bonds, demand 2% more for conventional
mortgages with their higher risk. So, risk
considered, there will now be more profit
in other investments, as follows:
% Return to lenders after servicing

What lenders
Feb.8,’51 Mar.21,’51 may demand

Long term

govt. bonds. ...... 2.45* 2.80 2.80
Triple A corporates.. 2.65 2.81% —
VA mortgages ...... 3.5 35 3.75
FHA mortgages ..... 3.75 375 3.80
Conventional

mortgages ........ 4.0 4.0 s

* Adjusted to reflect over- or under-par market
price. T Some higher.

Across the nation, the first returns indi-
cated Bill Clarke was exactly right. In De-
troit, insurance firms joined banks and sav-
ings and loan associations in declaring dis-
interest in VA loans. In Utah, a bank held
up approval of a $500,000 FHA Title II
commitment for fear its New York corres-
pondent wouldn’t be interested. Conserva-
tive financiers were having an inning, at
last.

DEFENSE HOUSING BILL, trimmed to

essentials, receives Senate blessing

As cobwebs grew over Congress’ sense of
urgency, the defense housing bill moved
toward enactment slowly. First, a coali-
tion of southern Democrats and Republi-
cans in the House, fearful the Administra-
tion version was so loosely drawn it put
no brake on bureaucrats’ schemes, over-
whelmingly rejected a motion to bring the
measure to a vote. The Senate then did
what many thought the Administration
should have done in the first place: trim-
med the bill down to essentials, passed it
by a voice vote April 9.

Builders viewed the result as a mixed
blessing. The upper house version still
would let Uncle Sam build homes where
- private enterprise could not. But the Senate
proposed limits on Federal spending:

For Government-built housing.. $50 million

For Community facility aid.... $60 million

To buy land around areas like

H-bomb plants (to avert spec-
alation) s wssss sosmaeanosss $10 million

Loans to prefabricators........ $15 million

To guarantee private builders first crack
at defense housing, the Senate wrote a
definite order of precedence: 1) Relax Reg-
ulation X. 2) Invoke the new Title IX.
3) After 60 days, HHFA public housing.

Most controversial was an amendment to
Title IX intended to prevent developers
from borrowing more than projects cost,

as happened under 608 in World War II.

Loans would be held to 90% of actual
physical improvement cost, excluding con-
tractors’ profits, land cost, off-site utilities
and rebates. At best this would be a nuis-
ance. Some thought it would block private
rental housing in defense areas. Few would
tie up 15% of a project’s cost for the 5
years they would be required to rent it.
To the industry’s discomfiture, the econ-
omy ax also fell on FHA. Cutting the bill’s
total program from $3 billion to $1%4% bil-
lion, the Senate restricted the aid to de-
fense areas. That meant FHA soon would
be out of Title Il money entirely—probably
in 60 days. What would builders do for
normal financing? Plans were hastily
drawn for separate legislation to fill the
FHA kitty. Odds were that the toned-down
bill would squeak through the House. For
industry opponents of the omnibus measure
were leaning to the theory that they would
have to take it as it stood or nothing.

NLRB RULING requires union shop vote in
building trades. Significance: doubtful

For 16 years, the National Labor Relations
Board had avoided elections among build-
ing trades workers: they shifted too quickly
from job to job; besides, the burden would
swamp the agency. Last month, the board
reversed its course. It directed an election
among 22 Baltimore firms to see if their
employees want the AFL Plumbers & Steam
Fitters Union to represent them. In Olean,
N. Y., it ordered a union-shop poll among
plumbers in five firms. The board’s reason-
ing: since it was insisting that unions give
up unfair practices defined by the Taft-Hart-
ley Act, it was therefore unfair to deny
unions opportunity to win certification.
At first glance, the order seemed to prom-
ise far-reaching consequences: a flood of

~ NEWS

demands for certification elections, perhaps
brea‘kdown of the National Joint Board for
settling the jurisdictional disputes which
always have plagued the industry. After a
closkr look, both industry and labor groups
felt somewhat reassured. The board was
careFul not to be too specific about the na-
ture of work to be performed. NLRB also
swore its new policy need not undermine

the ‘Joint Board. Maybe the boat hadn’t

been seriously rocked, after all.

INVESTIGATION OF FHA may result
from complaints of influence, favoritism
and old-maidish administration

Alarmed at the extent to which influence

peddlers and political termites had bored

into‘the RFC, investigation-minded senators
began to think of turning their flit-guns
on ?ther Government lending and credit
agencies. No formal proposals were being
voiced yet. But some legislators had their
eyes‘ on FHA. Indiana’s Homer Capehart
openly suggested it would be a good thing
to see how the mortgage program was tick-
ing. As ranking Republican member of the

Senate Banking & Currency committee,

whijh scrutinizes all federal lending and

finance, he is in a spot to make his views
count.

Neither Capehart nor his colleagues*®
claim to know of major corruption in FHA.
In fact, the agency has cracked down on
gift-takers in the past, without outside prod-
ding. So far, it has been popular enough
on Capitol Hill to escape Congressional in-

quiry.
(Continued on page 20)

* Sen. Burnet Maybank, committee chairman, re-
L y ; 4

called that rents on some 608 projects had been
allowkd to climb above levels FHA set. Economy-
minded Sen. Harry Byrd wondered aloud whether
FHA| (and other Government lending agencies)
were |still necessary at all.

STATE DEPARTMENT EXPORTS PREFAB HUMES as experiment in overseas housing

The State Department began exporting a fresh
slice of the American way of life this month.
From New Orleans, this prefabricated house
sailed for Monrovia, Liberia, tucked into 42
crates aboard the SS Del Sol. It was the first of
52 tropic-design homes going to diplomatic, con-

sular and Voice of America people in Jidda,
Saigon, Djakarta, Teheran, Karachi, Madras,
and Rangoon. Crawford Corp. of Baton Rouge,

La. sold the Government this 3-bedroom, 1,050
sq. ft. model for $7,000 each, gets $10,800 for a
nearlL identical model at home. The department
undertook the experiment to see if exporting
U.S. homes will house its overseas corps cheaper
than
stressing it, but with electric Kitchens, attic

local construction. State officials weren’t

fans, central heat, the homes could provide good
propaganda for U.S. living.




WHERE BETTER LIVING START!
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ay’s busy homemakers welcome a relief from
tedious, time-consuming kitchen and home laundry
es which Hotpoint All-Electric Home Appliances
> over and do automatically. Modern home-
ers are grateful for the time and energy, thus
served, which may be spent on the more pleasant
“more important modern responsibilities.

lo matter what size or what type homes you build,,

L2y

or where you build them, you can distinguish your:
homes as the symbol of Better Living, if your kitchen
and home laundries are by Hotpoint. By traditional
leadership and experience, no manufacturer is better
qualified than Hotpoint to supply the full complement
of major appliances for the modern all-electric home:
Hotpoint leads in modern All-Electric Kitchens
and Home Laundries!

W”M for free literature on Hotpoint Home Appliances. Hotpoint will gladly give you helpful
counsel in kitchen and home laundry planning for your particular project.




But now there were squawks about:

P Instances of gifts like television sets to
field office workers from developers seeking
special consideration.

» Occasional favoritism—alleged—in }llan-
dling job applications under the defunct

603 program.

» Occasional political influence, such| as
during Roosevelt’s administration when it
was charged that a loan for a sumptuous
Negro rental project outside Washington
was approved only because of strong White
House pressure.

» The agency’s old-maidish approach to new
building methods and design (see next col-
umn and Editorial p. 101).

FHA’s most ardent opponents are odd
bed-fellows. Ultra-conservative financiers
dislike the fact that FHA ended the big
down payments on mortgages they regard
as good business. Left wing labor crusaders
want FHA to force builders to pay prevail-
ing union rates as a backdoor method of
compelling unionization. (This requireqﬁent
now applies only to multi-family jobs.)
Labor would also like to write no-ral'al-
discrimination into the law. I

COMMERCIAL BUILDING moves apace

under lenient interpretation of govern-
ment ban

Commercial builders and the NPA were
having a blissful honeymoon. With M-4
licensing of commercial construction a
month and a half old; reports from Boston
to Los Angeles struck much the same note:
unconcern. Said Detroit Contractor Harold
Butler:

“After all, we’re right back where we
were ten years ago. Those of us who have
been through it are not worried. I'm sure
the system will work out fine.” ‘

The system, which was imposed after a
month’s freeze on all commercial building,
forbids new construction costing over
$5,000 for amusement, recreation or enter-
tainment. It requires specific approval for
nearly all other types of commercial struc-
tures costing over $5,000.

Biggest reason for the love-and-kisses act
was that NPA was rejecting only a tiny
fraction of builders’ pleas for a go-ahead.
Most of the turndowns (76 out of 669 re-
quests received by all field offices bet‘ een
Feb. 15 and Mar. 1) involved filling sta-
tions, mortuaries, garages. In Boston, a
$1,700,000 addition to Filene’s departx‘pent
store and a $1,900,000 gym and swimming
pool for Rhode Island State College won
quick approval. In Dallas, NPA caught one

(Continued on page 25)
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DOES FHA DISCOURAGE BETTER HOUSING? a ook at Los ane

With the Federal Housing Administration coming under attack by many builders
and architects who feel it has fallen behind the times in accepting modern design
and construction economies (see Editorial, p. 101), THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING this
month takes a closeup look at FHA’s Los Angeles district office. It is one of 72
virtually autonomous kingdoms in the FHA empire, because FHA adheres to a policy

of not overruling its local chief architects.

Controversy swirls around the graying head of Frederick S. Stott like confetti around a
Broadway-paraded celebrity. As chief architect of the Federal Housing Administration’s
Los Angeles district office, he has the authoritative local word over whether design of a
house meets FHA standards and is thus eligible for FHA financing. Southern California
has a climate ideal for semi-outdoor living. Many architects are trying to adapt housing
to that environment with modern design. But Fred Stott, both his defenders and detractors
agree, is a high-button-shoe ultra conservative with a perfectionist’s eye for detail.
Complain architects who have had their temperament and lifeblood ideas trampled on:
“It’s no secret that a 1925 model house can get a higher evaluation in Los Angeles than a

modern house, no matter how practical it
is. True, FHA okays commitments on con-
temporary jobs, but with an evaluation too
low to be of any use, or else with so many
recommendations for changes the builder
throws up his hands in despair.”

Irate builders cry: “They judge a house’s
value too much by intangibles, and the
intangibles are all Graphic House, Inc.
lopsided with moss- :
back thinking. And
it takes months to
get any action.”

On the other hand,
there are plenty of
builders making a

lucrative living in
home - hungry Los
Angeles who defend Fred Stott

FHA. Says Hugh Gibbs, big Long Beach
builder who has been dealing with FHA
for seven years: “Architects collectively
have failed to take FHA seriously. It de-
pends on the approach of the architect; he
must sit there and battle it out to get re-
sults. Architects should examine them-
selves on how they first approached FHA;
they would probably do it differently if
they had to do it over again.” Others say:
“Those FHA guys are trying to do a job.
They work hard and there’s no evidence
of corruption beyond being able to get a
point across through a drink or two. After
which it is still likely to be turned down
later.” Or: “Those guys in FHA are un-
derpaid, and Stott’s only doing his duty
protecting FHA, which after all has a

stake as an insuring agency.”

Sincerity in a turtle shell

The impervious object of this verbal
fury is a tall, spare and pallid civil ser-
vant, who watches over the proceedings of
his office through a pair of steel-rimmed
glasses. He brought his conservatism with

him from the Midwest where he was born
61 years ago (St. Paul), and worked as a
practicing architect (Omaha) until 1937
when he became an examiner in the office
he now heads. A year later, he became sen-
ior architect of the Rental Housing Divi-
sion of FHA’s Zone Five in San Francisco.
He returned to FHA’s Los Angeles office in
1941 as architectural examiner, has been
chief architect since 1946. To an inquirer
last month Stott deprecated the importance
of his own construction and design ideas.
“We have only one duty: to follow what
Washington wants,” he explained.

What Washington wants often takes too
long to become clear to FHA in Los An-
geles, exasperated builders assert. In 1949,
when the cry arose in Congress for more
low cost housing, L.A. builders tried to de-
velop an economy house program. Stott,
however, pointed to FHA’s Bible, the Mini-
mum Property Requirements book. Months
of meetings and exchanges of letters to the
Capital ensued. Finally, Stott was over-
ruled. Builders got the green light to omit
a variety of items in garage floors, sub-
floors and slab floors. It turned out, how-
ever, that FHA decreased the evaluation by
at least $500 when $300 worth of items
were omitted, builders report.

When the VA 501 program came along,
with no down payment, veterans took to
more expensive houses rather than the
economy house. VA first worked with FHA.
using the Minimum Property Require-
ments. Soon, the veterans agency cut loose
—frankly fed up with what its officials said
were the “endless additions which Stot
wanted to superimpose on each house.”
(VA eventually captured a far greater pro-
portion of Government insured housing
in the Los Angeles area than in other part:
of the country.)

A more tangible demonstration of the
additions, which some builders wryly cal



the “unprinted requirements,” was pro-
vided recently by Fritz Burns of Kaiser
Community Homes. He built an apartment
house conforming to everything Stott sug-
gested. One-bedroom units had to rent for
$67.50. Nearby in the San Fernando Val-
ley, Burns erected a similar apartment,
conforming merely to city and county
building codes (which even FHA brass
concede are stiffer than their own require-
ments for a few items). One-bedroom units
rent for $50. Comments Dave Slipher,
Burns’ technical director: “FHA now con-
stitutes an amalgam of different guys’
ideas on how houses can be made better,
therefore it no longer represents a mini-
mum standard.”

Rigid specifications

Two other complaints often crop up.

1—FHA’s valuations do not reflect the
difference between good and shoddy equip-
ment. Hence a builder, already down-
graded on evaluation of replacement cost,
is tempted to make up the difference by
putting in a heater with a one-year guar-
antee rather than one with two to ten years.

2—The agency makes no allowances for
varying construction conditions within the
area. For instance, 2" of decomposed gran-
ite is required under an asphalt driveway.
Designers agree this is fine in the heavy,
poorly drained “cattail” land of Long
Beach. But in the sandy loam of the San
Fernando Valley it is a waste.

Perhaps the most striking example of
the agency’s attitude toward the contem-
porary house was its treatment of the
Jones-Hvistendahl house, which won AIA’s
1950 Honor Award, House Beautiful’s
kudos as the “First House of the Year,”
and THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING’S recogni-
tion as “Builder House of the Year” (Dec.
’50, p. 78).

The two-bedroom, 1,000 sq. ft. house,
selling for $10,500, was approved by
FHA’s San Diego office for an $8,500 com-
mitment after a few minor changes. Four
were actually built there with FHA mort-
gages. Architect A. Quincy Jones later sub-
mitted the house to Stott’s office, expecting
approval for FHA financing in Los An-
geles. Stott replied, “The plans are not
acceptable in their present form,” listing
46 detailed objections, among them these
which several architectural experts have
called “ridiculous:”

The living room, although it met FHA specifi-
cations, would have to be larger. Instead of as-
phalted concrete for a garage floor, Portland ce-
ment must be used. Of the roof, “crushed ceramic
material if porous is probably not satisfactory
because of its tendency to absorb oils from the
roofing.” The plans didn’t specify doorbells. The
eave-covering planks, because they sloped out-
ward slightly, would get wet when it rained and
become discolored. (Unless rain always came down
exactly wvertically, the planks would get wet
whether they sloped out or not.)

Upshot was the Jones house was not re-
submitted to FHA. So far, five have been
built in the L.A. area, with other financ-
ing.

One of FHA’s aims when it was or-
ganized was to encourage cooperative
housing. Officials of the Mutual Housing
Association, a cooperative in which pros-
pective owners select a lot and one of 27
different designs of contemporary homes,
submitted their project to Stott.

Each of the 27 house designs was con-
sidered separately. This required four
months. He also required changes. Six
inches would have to be added to the width
of the garage. Asphalt for the carport (a
potential saving of $75 over concrete) was
disapproved. In house after house, Stott
insisted the designers have doors swing his
way, not theirs. Initially, he flatly refused
Robert C. Cleveland

Design experts called the Jones-Hvistendahl house a clever package of modern amenities

NEWS

to allow carports, although snow is all but
unknown in Los Angeles and the annual
raix!xfall is that of an arid belt. After much
negotiating, he reluctantly permitted car-
ports, provided they were built so that they
could be later converted into closed gar-
ages. The four month stalemate resulted
in substantial financial loss to the coopera-
tive owners and contractors. Eventually,

however, 80 houses were built.

eveals that FHA’s dictates are more conservative than contemporary, more criticized than condoned

‘La(l;ghed in my face’

ne progressive architect who normally
doesn’t deal with FHA tried to get a com-
mitment on a house which he figured would
be a popular model. His report:

‘‘Because of my name, my house was
ridiculed right to my face. Those men,
frustrated architects themselves, like an ex-
ample to laugh at occasionally. All they
would say was ‘It’s unsalable.” When I
asked how I should change it, I was told,
‘I don’t know, just redesign it.” When I
followed certain suggestions, the man who
had made the original criticisms (one of
Stott’s aides) hadn’t remembered what he
said, for nothing was put in writing. It
was turned down again. Besides my lost
time, it cost me over $150 in engineering
fees, to say nothing of reblueprinting and
$500 in extra construction work.”

Architect Eugene Memler designed a
new house whose basic unit was 3" steel
pipe set 8 apart. Sure he would get no-
where with the Los Angeles office, he sub-
mitted the plans and specifications to FHA
in | Washington, seeking an engineering
bulletin approving this type of construc-
tion. After a year, he got it. The green
light came after Memler buttonholed Sen-
ators Bricker, Taft and Knowland, with
whose backing he threatened FHA with a
Congressional investigation. On the other
hand, it took Memler only six weeks to
get county approval in Los Angeles. The
city’s top building official approved the
pl%ns after a 30 minute look.

Sighs Memler: “FHA is reluctant to
recognize any improvement over estab-
lished design. They don’t like to approve
houses that are fun to live in, despite the
fact that this is what people in California
want.” The philosophic view is exempli-
fied by Architect Richard Neutra, who per-
sonally never experienced trouble with
FHA, which adopted one of his homes as a
standard. Says Neutra: “FHA has been
instituted by democratic processes to serve
the many. It must be kept from a calcifi-

cation. . .”

‘ the maaarine of RUILDING 921
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20 ACRES of Tri-Rib Roof Deck cover
the world's largest telephone plant!

In its new plant at Indianapolis, Western
Electric Company can make in one year more
telephone sets than are in use throughout all
France! To “top” its nearly 20 acres of manu-
facturing space, roofing contractors used more
than 1,400 tons of Wheeling Tri-Rib Steel
Roof Deck!

Insulation was designed to give the entire
roof a 4-hour time lag in solar heat transmis-

The Wheeling Line of Building Materials includes:

Steelcrete Reinforcing Mesh, Expanded Metal, Metal Lath
and Metal Lath Accessories. Tri-Rib Steel Roof Deck, ExM
Angle Partitions and ExM Vault Reinforcing to meet # 10
Insurance Classification. Write for descriptive literature and

technical data.

BUILDING MATERIAL DIVISION

PHILADELPHIA  RICHMOND  ST.LOUIS

sion. Because of the lightness of Tri-Rib Sheets,
the dead load of the finished roof was reduced.
The resulting reserve capacity in the structural
steel is important in carrying such suspended
loads as conveyors, piping and ducts.

Tri-Rib Steel Roof Deck for fast, economical
roofing is only one of the many buildi‘ng ma-
terials for which architects, engineers and build-
ers rely on Wheeling. In the complete line of
Wheeling Building Materials, they will find
products that are low-cost solutions to many
construction problems. ‘

Made of Cop-R-Loy, the Copper Alloyed
Steel, Wheeling Tri-Rib Steel Roof Deck is
designed to specifications adopted by A.LS.I.
for light gauge structures. ‘




Your clients wili appreciate your good judgment when you specify

THE WORLD’S LOVELIEST FLOORING

in rich, correlated colors

Wingfoot Vinyl, Goodyear’s new atl-Vinyl super-plastic flooring, never loses
its brand-new look—resists stains, scuff marks, etc.—adds lasting beauty to

any home or office you design!

Developed by Goodyear, Wingfoot
Vinyl defies time and wear as no other
flooring does. It is impervious to the
action of greases, fats, oils, mild acﬂds,
commercial cleansers, waxes. Because
its wonderfully warm, rich colors are
built right into its wearing surface,
they defy fading, “walking of‘f,”
scrubbing off.

COMPLETE RANGE OF \
SUPERB COLORFAST COLORS

Styled exclusively for Goodyear by
Raymond Loewy Associates. These
colors are available in a rainbow range

WINGFOOT

GOO
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of attractive correlated shades—either
solid or tone-on-tone. They blend
beautifully with fabrics, draperies,
wall decor.

You can specify Wingfoot Vinyl for a
lovely wall-to-wall floor covering—at
much less cost than carpeting.

Your client will appreciate the beauty
and the styling of Goodyear Vinyl
Flooring. See it, specify it, in either
sheet or tile, at flooring dealers and
contractors. For specification data,
write direct to Goodyear, Flooring
Department, Akron 16, Ohio.

SHEET

TILE

Z

D/YEAR

We think yow’ll like “THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD”— Every Sunday — ABC Network

SPECIFY WITH CONFIDENCE. For absolute assurance of client
satisfaction, specify Goodyear Wingfoot Vinyl. This “most
beautiful flooring ever built” requires a minimum of care,
retains its brand-new beauty after years of service.

WIDE CHOICE OF COLORS makes Goodyear Vinyl ideal for
showcase jobs. This finest of floorings is easily installed.
And it lends itself beautifully to “personalized” floors of
your own original design.

Wingfoot—T. M. The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio



bank with “very little done” on a $17,500,-
000 new 36-story building. Said a vice pres-
ident: “We got our plans together, submit-
ted details of work already done, listed our
orders placed for materials, and sent them
in with no comment, no plea and no at-
tempt at pressure. The permit came right
through.”

Why the soft curbs? Explained NPA
Regional Director George Payne in Chi-
cago, whose office okayed 14 filling stations
among 48 buildings on its first approved
list: “Not to approve would have created
an unnecessarily severe hardship for people
who had gone ahead with plans without
knowing the likelihood of restrictions.”

Many contractors and builders doubted
that NPA was ready to police the M-4 order
if building owners and contractors wanted
to ignore it. Boston NPA Chief Paul G.
Carney admitted all he could do about a
“doggone lot” of deliberate violations
when the program started was to write ad-
monishing letters. In Manhattan, the
agency had one (1) enforcement man. No-
body was even talking about prosecutions.

President Robert Mathias of the Chicago
National Bank thought “at this pace it will
be summer before we feel the pinch in com-
mercial building.” Noting all the ‘“an-
ticipatory planning,” he remarked: “It’s
like the fellow who filled up his bins before

the hoarders started.”

TAX LOOPHOLES: realtors would open

one for homeowners, bankers would close
one on savings & loans

It was the season for closing loopholes in
the tax laws. The tax-writing House Ways
& Means Committee was plodding about the
business of raising the money to finance
rearmament. So it was all the more sur-
prising that a proposal to create a new
loophole in capital gains income tax was
receiving serious study.

Testifying  before  the  committee,
NAREB’s Calvin K. Snyder, secretary of
the Realtors’ Washington Committee,
pointed to the plight of the worker forced
to sell his home, move to a new defense job,
then buy another house. Said Snyder: “If
my old home has increased in value over
the original purchase price (because of in-
flation), this increase will be taxed as gain,
yet at the same time I am required to pay
a comparable price for my new home. Yet
neither is worth any more nor any less than
the other.”

The NAREB plan: waive capital gains
tax (now 25%, although the treasury wants
37% %) on sale or exchange of a residence
if the taxpayer buys another home within

12 months. To foil speculators, sellers
would be required to have actually lived in
the house.

Another loophole undergoing close scru-
tiny was that used by the savings and loan
associations. They are exempt from Federal
income tax on the ground they are mutual
ownership organizations. Rival banking
groups and some legislators regard this
claim with a fishy eye. Spokesmen for com-
mercial banks, which pay income tax, de-
nounced savings and loan exemption as “a
perversion of the nonprofit philosophy”
before the Ways & Means Commiitee. They
claimed savings and loans, with $14 billion
assets, are “big business.”

Forewarned and ready, the U. S. Savings
& Loan League fired right back with the
argument that savings and loans add more
than their share to Federal revenue through
taxable income distributed to their mem-
bers. The league’s figures:

NEWS

Federal Income Tax paid by commer-
cial banks, depositors and steck-

holders, per $1,000 deposits........ $3.30
Federal Income Tax paid by savings

and loan banks through their mem-

ber-depositors, per $1,000 deposits.. $5.00

Apparently, savings and loaners thus
talked themselves out of danger again. How
long the reprieve would last depended on
how hard Congress tried to raise taxes.

RENT RECONTROL and extension to

cc‘ammercial space face balky Congress

The Administration had talked Congress
into extending rent control 90 days
(through June 30) in 1,300 towns which
had| taken no action to continue it them-
selves. Now the stage is set for the real
fight: over federal planners’ proposal for
new curbs, broader than any in the last

war,
The new rent bill, cooked up by Housing
(Continued on page 29)

MORTGAGE TERMS FOR DEFENSE AREAS rehuire less cash from house buyers,
more red tape for builders who must deal with a new bevy of officials

Relaxation of Regulation X and related
FFHA and VA mortgage loan curbs for the
H-bomb areas at Paducah, Ky., and the
Savannah River, S. C., apparently set a
pattern for the defense housing program.

The details (see tables) were unveiled at
mid-month by the HHFA and Federal Re-
serve Board. They didn’t make builders
happy. The relaxation was too cautious,
somewhat inconsistent, and wrapped in red
tape, they thought.

For multi-family projects, applicants in
defense areas could now obtain the full loan
ratio permitted under FHA’s Title 207
(85% for the average job). But for a man
buying a $9,000 house, the down payment
fell only from $1,900 under Regulation X
to $1.400 under the new order.

Veterans got their traditional break. The
$9.000 house would require only a $500
down payment, for instance, under VA
terms. But there was no difference from
Regulation X at all for homes below $6,000.

What griped industry onlookers even
more was establishment of a fresh bureau-

cracy of HHFA representatives (duplicating
field FHA offices) to set quotas for rental
and sales housing in each area. Until these
functionaires acted, would-be builders
would have to wait or take a chance. After
that, rental builders weuld still need HHFA
approval of each project, on top of other
Federal restrictions. The agency would re-
quire rents geared to workers’ incomes. To
builders of homes for sale, HHFA offered
a different deal. Certificates of approval to
buy under relaxed terms would go direct to
Poker-faced, HHFA sug-
gested builders could either await their
arrival before commencing construction, or
else build and then look for buyers.
On top of that, the HHFA relaxation pro-
vid‘
able under the administration’s version of
Title IX of the proposed Defense Housing
Bill. And only a few spots seemed likely
to be named defense housing areas at all.
One Washington builder cracked: “If all
Administrator Foley can do is toss the life
preserver half way, it won’t help much.”

atom-workers.

d less liberal terms than would be avail-

GOMPARATIVE MAXIMUM MORTGAGE AMOUHT;'S FOR SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSES

NON-VETEITANS VETERANS
Transaction FHA Section 203 Regulation X ‘ Proposed FHA Regulation X
Price (Pre Regulation X)  Regulation X (Defense Areas) | Section 903 Regulation X (Defense Areas)
$5,000 $4,750 $4,500 $4,500 $4.500 $4,750 $4,750
6.000 5,700 5,150 5.400 5.400 5,750 5.750
7.000 6,650 5,800 6.300 6,300 6,500 6.675
8,000 7,350 6.450 6.950 7,200 7,250 7.600
9.000 8.050 7.100 7.600 8.100 8,000 8.500
10,000 8,750 7,700 8.250 9.000% 8,700 9,250
11.000 9,450 8,300 8.900 9,400 10.000
12,000 9,600 8,900 9,450 e 10,100 10.650
13.000 10,400 9,500 10,000 * Proposed 10,550 11,050
14,000 11,200 10.100 10.550 for high-cost 11,000 11,450

15,000 12,000 10,700

11.100

areas only. 11,450 11,850




The modern approach to traffic problems

DOORS THAT OPEN THEMSELVES

‘ Photo courtesy of Hartford Medical Building
Stanley Magic Doors make any building more efficient

Completely automaticJ—requiring no hands to open—Stanley Magic E :

Doors provide the best answer to your traffic problems—make any Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.

building more efficient. D o o R co N T R o I. S

Actuated by the “Magic Eye” (photoelectric) or “Magic Carpet’ con-

~r » e
trol, Stanley Magic Doors open automatically on approach, stay open 746 %d?tc Daor

till traffic has passed thﬁough, then close promptly, silently. COMPLETELE AUTOMATIC DOOR CORIROLS
In any building wheréi traffic is awkward, Stanley Magic Doors pay for FOR SWINGING, SUDING OR FOIDING DOORS
themselves: in public and institutional buildings by speeding traffic low, [ — ——— ~——————=— ~——— ]

cutting heat and air conditioning costs; in factories by reducing materials I The Stanley Works, Magic Door Div. l
handling time; in restaurants by speeding service; and in stores and \ 303 Lake Street, New Britain, Conn.
markets by helping customers to shop more easily, more conveniently. I \ O i::dic '320:‘” information on Stanley |
Proved practical and trouble-free by years of service in thousands of I O Hcvge your répresenra:ive call. I
buildings, Stanley Magic Door operators are easily adaptable to almost | I
any requirement of sp<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>