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Baby skyscraper What air conditioning and modern lighting have
done to office building economics (p. 121)
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Engineering Steel frame does double duty as air conditioning ducts;
saving steel with prestressed concrete or continuous welding;
sprayed plastic for low cost waterproofing and durable surfacing ( p.130)

Suburban store Neiman-Marcus combines luxury and informality ( below and p. 136)
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softly-shaded and functionally correct .

i il

increase the efficiency of any HOSPITAL INTERIOR!

you get the right color

plus the permanence
of real clay TILE!

Can color help hospital interiors fulfill their func-
tions better?

Color authorities say “yes.”

There’s a right color —a most suitable, most benefi-
cial color—for surgeries, wardrooms, corridors, and
cafeterias. ..

The right color can relieve eye strain of doctors—
impart visual and emotional benefits — provide a
restful and cheerful environment for both patients
and staff.

Suntile’s beautiful new line of softly shaded colors
has been scientifically developed to fir the function
of interiors —not only in hospitals but in schools,
institutions, commercial and industrial buildings.

This “color-fitted-to-the-function feature” gives you
another reason for selecting color-balanced Suntile
for walls and floors. Other well-known reasons for
choosing this real clay tile are: permanence, ability
to withstand heavy use, sanitation, ease of cleaning,
low maintenance!

Write Dept. MB-1for our new color booklet “Suntile
Functional Color Recommendations.” See your local
Authorized Suntile Dealer. The Cambridge Tile
Mfg. Co., P.O. Box 71, Cincinnati 15, Ohio.

WEST COAST OFFICES
The Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co. The Cnmhl@ Tile Mfg. Co.
M SEA GREEN, LIGHT SEA GREEN .., 0 Alsboma Sirest ” 1335 S Lo brea

Los Angeles W California
Recommended for hospital surgery

Sea Green 511 Light Sea Green 513

Shown above are two tones of Suntile Sea Green—an original and modern
color designed by Suntile with the aid of Faber Birren, nationally known
color authority. The soft tone Sea Green is recommended for surgeries
and operating rooms; the bright tone Light Sea Green for other service
areas. Both of these are carefully balanced green tints with a special satin
finish. The tint is complementary to the color of human tissue and com-
plexion—and will aid vision and reduce ocular fatigue for the surgeon.
Both of these Suntile backgrounds present a dignified appearance, are
visually restful and physically durable. These are only two of a complete
Suntile line of 12 functional colors, adaptable to all parts of a hospital,

SUNTILE OFFERS YOU BOTH ~» BETTER TILE ¢« BETTER INSTALLATION







Saved: $144 IRt an.

Forms for Astoria Houses, Section 2,
designed and engineered in the of-
fice and built to closest tolerances,
moved up at speed equal to or ex-
ceeding that of any other type of
construction. Good job planning
made fullest use of dependable
‘Incor’ high early strength. Result,
60 days’ earlier completion—NET
saving, $1.44 per cu. yd. concrete.

LONE STAR CEMENTS COVER
THE ENTIRE CONSTRUCTION FIELD

92 Floors and Roof Slahbs
Concreted in 98 Working Days

@® New York City Housing Authority plans and
builds with a single objective—full value for every
dollar—using reinforced concrete frame construc-
tion for utmost stability and fire-safety, maximum
speed and economy.

General Contractor planned the 12 buildings in
Section 2 of Astoria Houses to go up at the same
time, but, due to unforeseen foundation conditions,
went ahead with six buildings, using ‘INCOR’ 24-
HOUR CEMENT with one set of forms for each
building, then re-used these forms on the other six.

Well-engineered forms, designed in the office and
built to closest tolerances, were a key factor in
streamlined efficiency—erection speed equal to or
exceeding that of any other type of frame erection.

First floor poured June 19, 1950 ... last roof slab
of twelfth building on November 1, 1950 .. . 80
floors and 12 roof slabs, 15,000 cxu. yds. of concrete, in
98 working days . . . completed before cold weather!

Dependable ‘Incor’ early stripping strength kept
the job on rapid schedule, saved over 60 days. Re-
sult, $1.44 NET saving per cu. yd.,
over and abovethe 73¢ a yard extra
cost of ‘Incor’. Cold-weather sav-
ing was another big plus.

‘Incor’ economy knows no sea-
son. Right around the calendar,
‘Incor’* promotes smooth-run-
ning, time-saving efficiency on
which today’s close-margin profits
depend. Send for illustrated book-
let,*Cutting Concrete Costs’—write
Lone Star Cement Corporation,
100 Park Avenue, New York 17.

*Reg. U.S. Par. Off.

NEW YORK CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY
ASTORIA HOUSES—SECTION TWO
(12 Buildings), Astoria, Queens, New York City
Architects:
HARRISON, ABRAMOVITZ & WIGGINS, New York
Engineers: SEELYE STEVENSON & VALUE, New York

Ready-Mix 'Incor’ Concrete:
COLONIAL SAND & STONE CO., INC., New York

General Contractors:
WILLCOX CONSTRUCTION COMPANY; Inc.
MAURICE L. BEIN, Inc. NATHAN FISH, Inc.
JAMES McHUGH SONS, Inc., Long Island City

LONE STAR CEMENT
CORPORATION

Offices: ABILENE, TEX. - ALBANY, N.Y. « BETHLEHEM, PA. « BIRMINGHAM

BOSTON « CHICAGO - DALLAS « HOUSTON « INDIANAPOLIS
KANSAS CITY, MO. « NEW ORLEANS « NEW YORK + NORFOLK
PHILADELPHIA . RICHMOND -+ ST. LOUIS + WASHINGTON, D. C.

LONE STARCEMENT, WITHITS SUBSIDIARIES, IS ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST
CEMENT PRODUCERS: 17 MODERN MILLS, 125,000,000 SACKS ANNUAL CAPACITY
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NEWS
LETTERS

GERMAN BUILDING TECHNIQUES
Some are worth importing—A report from Frankfurt.

EDITORIAL

HIGH VS. LOW APARTMENTS

A portfolio of opposing ideas and buildings: People should live
near the ground, says Elizabeth Wood of the Chicago Housing
Authority (p. 102) ., ., . City people must live in the air, says
Editorial Chairman Doug Haskell (p. 103) . . . In Chicago, the
open gallery is the dominant solution to the problem (p. 104)
.+ « In Greenwich, Conn., ingenious walk-ups (p. 107) . . . In
Philadelphia, an algebraic solution to the problem of giving
apartments in a ‘“‘thick" building through ventilation (p. 108)
+ « « In Boston, subtle skipstop design (p. 109) . . . in St. Louis,
the answer is balconies (p. 110) . . . In last year’'s NAHB-
FORUM House Design Competition: an entry that broke the
rules (p. 111) . . . New highrise project that takes the open
gallery into the apartments (p. 112) . . . In Wellesley, Mass. an
architect exploits the advantages of row housing (p. 115).

LOBBY OF LIGHT
Real Estate Tycoon William Zeckendorf puts an old Manhattan
building back in competition, installs a colorful lobby to attract
attention and tenants.

OFFICE BUILDING
New York's newest baby skyscraper, the Sinclair Building
next door to Rockefeller Center, uses air conditioning and
high-intensity lighting to render its deep office space useful,
a handsome side.street entry to make room for attractive com-
mercial space on the ground floor. Architects: Carson & Lundin,

HOSPITAL

Community hospital of the year in Flemington, N. J. combines
all rural health services in an outstanding building of inviting
design, compact plan and economical construction. Architects:
Vincent G. Kling; William W. Eshbach, Associate.

BUILDING REPORTER

Technical reports on newsworthy engineering developments in
various new buildings: hollow columns and beams do double
duty as library air conditioning ducts; 60’ prestressed concrete
beams of new design produce 65% saving of steel; the Navy's
mothballing ‘‘cocoon’ is finding a wide range of uses as a sur-
facing material for buildings; precast concrete joists hold
warehouse costs to $4 per sq. ft.; the U. N. Secretariat's leaky
windows are made watertight; continuous welded steel frame
saves metal, reduces girder depth, simplifies assembly,

STATION WAGON STORE

Neiman-Marcus’ new department store in suburban Dallas is
designed to attract sophisticated customers and persuade them
to buy, The means: light, color and an unusual use of space.
Architects: DeWitt & Swank. Designer: Eleanor Le Maire.

THREE SCHOOLS

New ways to give children space, light and air developed by
William Caudill at the Texas Engineering Experiment Station
are demonstrated in three new schools for the Southwest.
Architects: Caudill, Rowlett, Scott and Philip A. Wilber,

SCHOOLROOM VYENTILATION

Wind tunnel tests reveal the effect of exterior sunshade design
on the ventilation of schoolrooms whose exterior walls combine
glass block with vision strip.

INDUSTRIAL QUONSETS

Modification of the last war's arched rib steel hut adapts it to
today's need for the quick, economical expansion of factories.

IS HOUSING INFLATIONARY?

Economist Miles Colean details his negative answer to a
timely and controversial question.

REVIEWS
PRODUCT NEWS

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

Cover: Neiman-Marcus department store; photo by Eazra Stoller—Pictor
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Never have cost comparisons heen
so favorable to this permanently
beautiful wall material

Central display ponel of Quilted American Walnut in the beautiful new Furniture Club of
America Dining Room, Chicage Furniture Mart — designer, Chicage Architect Philip West.

...BEAUTY THAT OFTEN OUTLIVES THE BUILDING

Today’s dollars invested in walls of Roddis-
craft Hardwood Plywood yield a substantial

Roddiscraft Plywood is manufactured from
the best veneers. It is available in a wide var-

return — enduring beauty and value — service
that often outlives the building—walls re-
quiring the least in maintenance man-hours
to keep always attractive.

iety of native and foreign hardwoods — fabrica-
ted to exacting standards by expert workmen
who take pride in an established tradition of
craftsmanship.

Ask to see the Roddiscraft Veneer Sample Book . . . 51 different veneers from Ash to Zebrawood. Avail-
able on loan from your nearest Roddiscraft warehouse whenever you need it for client consulation.

NATIONWIDE Roddisrraft WAREHOUSE SERVICE
Cambridge, Mass. ® Charlotte, N. C. ® Chicago, Ill. ®* Cincinnati,
Ohio * Dallas, Texas * Detroit, Michigan ® Houston, Texas ®
Kansas City, Kan. ® New Hyde Park, L. ., N. Y. ® Los Angeles,
Calif. ® Louisville, Ky. ® Marshfield, Wis. ®* Milwaukee, Wis. ®
New York, N. Y. ® Port Newark, N. J. ® Philadelphia, Pa. *
5t. Louis, Mo. * San Antonio, Texas ® San Francisco, Calif.

THE FORESTS...THE FACILITIES.,.THE EXPERIENCE TO PRODUCE THE FINEST

ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




MORE THAN A TREND . . . SEAPORCEL IS PERMANENT

samples

of our new Texture

FOR THE FIRST TIME! Porcelain enamel architectural
parts with a textured finish, so soft, so leather-like
in appearance dand “feel”, . it opens even wider
(simulated leather)

Available in Any Color or Shade

one of a wide variety
of color finishes

*

vistas for architectural inspiration and application.

LEATHORCEL, like other Seaporcel Ceramic Finishes, (excepting the Metallics
is fused to steel at 1550 F° and can be fabricated
to any shape, form or section. \ *Reg. U.S. Pat. O, /

FOR INTERIORS & EXTERIORS
BUILDING FACADES » STORE FRONTS * BANKS

”‘"""!'é' "'“’; ANOTHER PUBLIC |U|Lo:'%<;§l;Ar:s:A:;?;rss + SCHOOLS
g f; SEAPORCEL Witts Tos Sameles
FIRST! SEAPORCEL METALS, INC.

28-24 Borden Ave., Long Island City 1, N. Y.
Complete A. F, of L. Metal Fobricating & Enameling Shop

ALSO MANUFACTURED ON THE WEST COAST BY

SEAPORCEL PACIFIC, INC. 1461 Canal Ave., Long Beach 13, Calif,

PAT,
APPLIED FOR

FLUSH TYPE
HANDRAILS

STREAMLINED APPEARANCE * NO MAINTENANCE *
PERMANENT FUSED-IN PORCELAIN COATING

IN ANY COLOR * CONCEALED FASTENING *

PREFIT WITH SIMPLIFIED CONNECTION = RIGID * e a’ce

FOR SPEED AND EASE OF ASSEMBLY * NO (REYICES a

FOR DIRT ACCUMULATION * NO COSTLY
WELDING ON JOB * VERMIN PROOF

Detoiled information vpon request,

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING « JANUARY 1952







ALCOA RESEARCH LABORATORY

East St. Louis, II1.
Architect: Company Architect.

Contractors: Fruin-Colnon Contracting Co.

Rotary Oildraulic Elevator (Passenger-Freight)
installed by General Elevator Engineering Co,

or modem £,3 and 4- sfory buildings

Smooth, dependable
elevator service
at minimum cost

A tremendous advantage of the Rotary
Oildraulic Elevator is that the car and its
load are supported by the hydraulic system
—not by the building structure. This per-
mits a substantial lightening of the shaftway
structure. There’s no need for heavy, load-
bearing sidewalls, supporting columns and
footings ordinarily required to carry the
overhead machinery, the car, and the load.

A penthouse can also be dispensed with
and, in many cases, a special machine room is unnecessary. Rotary’s
compact power unit can be located on any landing, on any side
of the hatchway—anywhere within 50 feet of the elevator.

Rota-Flow power system gives
smooth, quiet, low-cost service

A revolutionary oil hydraulic power system moves Rotary Oildraulic
Elevators on a smooth, continuous column of oil. Combined with
the efficient Rota-Flow power unit to give perfect operation is the
Qildraulic Controller, a remarkable device that handles the func-

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING = JANUARY 1952

tions of seven separate control valves
and maintenance.

Smooth starts and stops are a feature of Rotary Elevators.
Oildraulic automatic floor leveling positions the car to each landing
with exactness . .

. . . simplifies adjustments

. ¥4” accuracy guaranteed!

Write for complete data

Over 55,000 Rotary elevators and lifts are serving leading com-
panies and institutions from coast to coast. Write us for catalog and
complete architectural data. Our Engineering Department and
nation-wide field organization will be glad to work with you on
preliminary layouts and specifications.

ROTARY LIFT COMPANY « 1109 KENTUCKY « MEMPHIS 2, TENNESSEE




AIR CONDITIONING COILS

WATER COIL

For Cooling and Heating, 1 to 10
rows deep.

CLEANABLE TUBE WATER COIL

Removable Plug Type, 1 to 10
rows deep.

DIRECT EXPANSION COIL
For Cooling, 1 to 8 rows deep.

..'--"'
SEASONMAKER—(FLOOR)

Also available in basic or ceiling
types, 3 sizes 200 cfm, 400 cfm
and 600 cfm.

HORIZONTAL UNIT HEATER

Nominal Capacity range 20,300
to 360,000 Btu's.

"RH" AIR CONDITIONER
2 to 10 Ton Models—For use with
hot or cold water, steam or direct
expansion in small commercial
applications.

DOWN FLOW UNIT HEATER

Nominal Capacities from 25,400
to 500,000 Btu's.

(SUSPENDED MODEL)
AIR CONDITIONER

Type “A" Central Station Air Con-
ditioners for large industrial and
commercial applications.

(SUSPENDED MODEL)
BLOWER TYPE UNIT HEATER
Nominal Capacities from 20,600
to 1,600,000 Btu's.

ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




"BLAST" HEATING STEAM COIL

For Heating, 1 or 2 rows deep,
using low or high pressure steam,

(FLOOR MODEL)
AIR CONDITIONER

Type “A" Central Station Air Con-

ditioners for ldrge industrial and

commercial applications.

(FLOOR MODEL)

BLOWER TYPE UNIT HEATER
Nominal Capacities from 20,600
to 1,600,000 Btu's.

TO INSURE
CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION

Proved and Preferred!

You, and your customers too, are money ahead when
you specify McQuay . . . because McQuay products are
proved and preferred—for their efficiency, economy of
operation, and the way they stand up under long hard use,

Join the growing list of architects, engineers and con-
tractors who depend upon McQuay to satisfy all of their
heating and air conditioning requirements. Quality and
price comparisons will convince you that it pays to
specify from McQuay’s complete line—pays in profits
from the job and in customer satisfaction.

NEW RIPPLE-FIN COIL CONSTRUCTION

Only McQuay gives you Ripple-Fin
surface—the product of years of
research aimed at producing the
ultimate in heat transfer for any
weight of metal. High efficiency is
assured by forcing tﬁe air to follow [
an ever-changing direction of flow Qs
in passing through the coil. Thus
air repeatedly contacts coil surface
to gwe maximum contact time,
maximum contact velocity, and a
resultant optimum heat transfer.
With this advance in design,
McQuay retains the staggered tube
and the McQuay rippled edge fea-
tures so well lmown in the m(fustry,
and which contribute greatly to
hlgher heat transfer, construction
ruggedness, and eye appeal.

7/Z,Qm,

HEATING

by

b

AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION

~

¥

1609 BROADWAY STREET, N.E. » MINNEAPOLIS 13, MINNESOTA
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another HOMASOTE FIRST — designed to reduce the cost of building

Which of these WATER PROBLEMS

are you facing today ?

— in concrete walls
and floors below grade (AS-1)?
®
— in block walls and concrete floors

— in concrete floors
for industrial use (AS-2)?
£
— in all exterior
stucco finishes (AS-6)?
»
— in masonry paint

below grade on exterior surfaces (AS-3)?
[ ]
— in masonry block walls

below grade on interior surfaces (AS-4)?
&
— in brick and stone mortar (AS-5)?

on masonry surfaces (AS-7)?
L ]
— in restoring existing concrete (AS-8)7?

We invite you to write for Specification Data Sheets
designed to meet any or all of the above conditions.
We offer products and methods which have effected
quick, economical and lasting results—on many different
types of applications—over a period of years. (Obviously,
we do not guarantee results—site unseen.) ...Let us
send you—without obligation—as many of these
Specification Data Sheets as apply to your current problems.
If they prove interesting, we invite the opportunity
to present applicable case histories and to work
with you on your current problems.

Nova SALE

TRENTON 3, N. J,

A wholly owned subsidiary of- Homasote Company—manufacturers of the oldest and strongest insulating-
building board; wood-extured and striated panels; %" underlayment for %" linoleum and wall-to-wall carpeting.

TR TN B T e W e s =1
Another group of NOVASCO PRODUCTS | NOVA SALES CO. Trenton3, N. )., Dept. 97 :
— - Without obligation—send Specification Dat
. : Sheets checked below. d A
| ] AS-1 0 AS-2 0] AS-3 ]+ AS-4 :
| 01 AS-5 [ AS-6 [] AS-7 0 AS$ |
|
b NARE s sttt i G S T R B e :
: ADDRESS. . ...o00mernennssenbenassasasssbadiisdbite] ot botes it oe :
DA T R RN A B S s vt st STATE |
l |

MY DEL dBAIET Bis:: i cerinsritsanmrrarnrrissssbbhsbicisnts
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The application of Light Steel Framing mem-
bers seems unlimited if the diversified uses
we have engineered and fabricated to date
are any criterion of 1952.

These nailable steel framing members work
as well in the high pitched roof of a church
as they do in the low and rambling plan of
the modern elementary school building.

As each project is individually engineered
to the load and dimensions of a particular
need, we invite your contact on any specific
project for cost analysis.

AY

TO BUILD FIRE-SAFETY INTO SCHOOLS, :
APARTMENTS, HOSPITALS, STATE |&A
AND FEDERAL FACILITIES, ETC. ¥

£k
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Architects and Engineers: Holabird & Root & Burgee, Chicago, Il
Associate Architect: William B. Tabler

New heights in comfort and convenience
for the biggest hotel

built in twenty years

THE NEW STATLER HOTEL now nearing completion in Pipe—325 tons of it—used in the heating. fire-sprinkler
Los Angeles, represents the ultimate both in its appoint- and dry fire systems, as well as for vacuum lines.
ments and construction. Comfort, convenience and Here, as in other famous hotels, apartment houses,
efficiency are stressed throughout. Every room is air schools. hospitals. office and public buildings, NaTioNaL
conditioned. There's an off-street concourse for motor- Steel Pipe was selected because of its consistently high
ist-guests who are checked in and whisked to their record of service dependability.

rooms without even going through the lobby, Dimmers U-S-S Narionar has been the standard pipe for over

on the ballroom lights, under-water lighting for the 60 years for conventional hot water and steam heating
swimming l'“"l- music in the passenger elevators are systems; for fire control and plumbing lines, and the

luxurious innovations typical of this truly modern first choice for modern radiant heating and snow

hostelry. melting applications described in Bulletin No. 19—
And, though guests are unaware of it, their safety Radiant Heating With National Pipe. Copy upon
and comfort are further insured by NaTionaL Steel request.

NATIONAL TUBE DIVISION

UNITED STATES STEEL COMPANY, PITTSBURGH, PA.

COLUMBIA-GENEVA STEEL DIVISION, SAN FRANCISCO, PACIFIC COAST DISTRIBUTORS + UNITED STATES STEEL EXPORT (OMPANY, NEW YORK
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FOR ECONOMICAL AND

When low budgeis demand high efficiency in
lighting and low first cost and maintenance
... the Leader Concentric Ring comes up

for first consideration. Simple design
harmonizes with almost any architectural
motif. Utilizing the PS 40 silver bowl inside
frosted lamp this luminaire provides

_—E-FFICI!N'I' LIGHTING

maximum seeing conditions with full eye-
comfort. Supplied with either medium or
mogul socket, . . . The Concentric Ring can be
either surface mounted or suspended from
hangers. Maintenance is practically nil because
there are no horizontal surfaces to colleet
dust and unit is open top and bottom.

RECESSED INCANDESCENT DOWNLIGHTS

with Holophane Controlens®

RO 772—These units aore designed for use

RO 894—Round flush unit is ideal for certain
architectural applications. For use where gen-
eral lighting is required—all glass construction
assures economy of operation. For 200 or 300

wott lamp.

*Copr. The Holophane Co.

R 774—This incandescent unit is particularly
desirable for general even spaced lighting.
Should be spaced 14 times the mounting
height above the work plane. For 150 waft
lamp.

with tile or block ceilings ond will exactly
reploce o single 127 square tile. *'T"" bar or
metal frame" construction simplifies installa-
tion. For 200 or 300 watt lamp.

Sold and installed by the better

electrical dealers and contractors

/ Lghing Spuspment Manigaciver

LEADER ELECTRIC COMPANY + 3500 North Kedzie Avenue + Chicage 18, lllinois
Leader Electric — Western: 800 One Hundredth Avenue, Oakland 3, California

Caompbell-Leader, Ltd.: Brantford, Ontorio, Canada
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NOBODY GUESSES WHEN YOU USE...

WALSEAL"

FOR MAKING
SILBRAZ" JOINTS

Cutaway view of a Walseal Tee showing: 1—factory-
inserted ring of silver brazing alloy; 2—fillet of silver
brazing ol\o‘,.r that appears upon completion of Silbraz
joint; 3—cutaway view of the completed Silbraz joint

= ; showing that silver brazing alloy has flowed in both
When you see this fillet of alloy, and the =

directions from the factory inserted ring.
fitting is Walseal you know that you have

penetration because the alloy comes from

the inside.
When you make Silbraz* joints in your brass, copper, or copper-nickel = = ; e |
pipe lines with Walseal Valves, Fittings, or Flanges you know you : 2

have the right amount of the correct type of silver brazing alloy. The
ring of Sil-Fos brazing alloy is factory-inserted in the ports of Walseal
products at the time of manufacture.

No lost time or motion in handling the alloy . . . no difficulty in get-
ting full penetration of the alloy regardless of the position of the valve
or fitting . . . no guessing whether the joint is made right . . . the fillet
of alloy that shows up when the Silbraz joint is completed, comes from
the inside!! And, whether you've made the Silbraz joint yourself, or
inspecting the work of another, you know that if the silver alloy fillet
is visible, and the valve or fitting is Walseal, you have full penetration.
That's why nobody guesses when you use Walseal! e ] .

Walseal products are backed by the reputation of the Walworth Low and High Pressure
Company, manufacturers of valves and pipe fittings since 1842, ~ Air Systems o

For full information regarding Silbraz joints made with Walseal s = T
products, write for Circular 84. )

*Patented—Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.
i

Industrial Gas Piping

Make it “a one-piece pipe line” with WALSEAL ;g'v.mq \

WALWORTH 4 "

valves and fittings
60 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. ARG = =

DISTREIFTORS IN PRINCIPAL CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
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SELECTING
ACOUSTICAL
MATERIALS

A RECREATION CENTER: Bronx, N.Y.

Architects: Brown, Lawford, & Forbes

General Contractor: Rubin Construction Co.

Acoustical Contractors: Hannam & Schede, Inc.

Other factors besides acoustical efficiency dictated the
choice of acoustical materials for the swimming pool of St.
Mary's Recreation Center. This area required a material
that could withstand’ extreme moisture conditions, help
to protect lighting and ventilating equipment above the
ceiling, and bend to fit the ceiling curve.

ARMSTRONG’S ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING * JANUARY 1952
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Armstrong’s Corkoustic was chosen because it has high
natural resistance to moisture. The pure cork composition
of Corkoustic gives it a flexibility unusual in acoustical ma-
terials, and its textured surface provides both efficient
sound absorption and architectural beauty.

The complete line of Armstrong’s Acoustical Materials
offers you a wide range of special features. Your Arm-
strong Contractor is ready to give you expert advice without
obligation. Write for free booklet, “How to Select an
Acoustical Material.” Armstrong Cork Company, 5401
Stevens Street, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

The lobby, gymnasium, and other rooms of
St. Mary’s are sound conditioned with
Armstrong’s Cushiontone, a wood fiber
acoustical material. It was chosen for its
low cost. high sound absorption, and clean,
smart appearance. Cushiontone has neatly
drilled perforations, and its washable
white paint finish is high in light reflection.




Right: Joint session of the Congress in
the recently remodeled House of Repre-
sentatives—listening to "State of the
Union” address by the President.

In the historic House and Senate
Chambers as well as the administrative
offices in the Capitol, heating and air
conditioning systems are regulated by
a Powers system of pneumatic control.

Only o few of the many
types of Powers Control
used in the Capitol are
shown here.

Left: Powers Two-pen
Recording Controller.

(L)
B 11‘

W
N
3

) |
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SENATE CHAMBERS

i # -

World's Largest and Most Comfortable Legislative Hall
is Regulated by —

AIR CONDITIONING
CONTROL

4 Note Accurate Control in House and Senate Chambers

Outdoor temperatures, during the period covered
by the temperature charts varied between 75 and
95° F., yet indoor temperature was maintained
constant from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M. One temperature
sensitive bulb is located near the speaker’s
rostrum, another is in the gallery. Note
separate lines during the off period of control
and how the two lines merge into one when
Chambers were occupied.

THE POWERS REGULATOR CO.

3400 OAKTON S57., SKOKIE, ILLINOIS e Offices in Over 50 Cities
Chicagoe 13, I, 3819 N. Ashland Ave. ® New York 17, N. Y., 231 E. 46th Street
Los Angeles 5, Cal., 1808 West 8th Street @ Toronto, Ontario, 195 Spadina Ave.
Mexico, D. F., Aportado 63 Bis. ® Honolulu 3, H. L., P. O. 2755—450 Piikei ot Kona

Over 60 Years of Auvtomatic Temperature and Humidity Control




Other Washington Buildings using POWERS Control

Department of Agriculture and Post Office Department Bldgs.,
Department of Interior and Old House of Representatives Office
Bldgs., Social Security R.R. Retirement Bldg., Apex Bldg., Lafayette
Bldg., U. S. Navy Hydrographic Bldg., Washington National Airport.

Experience gained by Powers in supplying dependable temper-
ature and humidity regulation for these buildings may be helpful
to you. When your problems involve precise control for heating or

air conditioning, contact Powers nearest office. .. in over 50 cities,

Powers Remote Bulb
Thermostats for Dew
Point, Low and High
Limit, Preheater, Master
ond Sub-Master Control

—only o few of the many controls vsed in the Capitol.

Powers Room
Type Thermostat

AIR CONDITIONING APPARATUS DIAGRAM FOR OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF SYSTEMS IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE CHAMBERS
« Courtesy of Charles S. Leopold

_—moAeR

G

KEY

DEMUMIDIFED AIR OR FACE DAMPER H
)

DEMUMIDIFIER
HEATING CORS IN BYPASS
AIR (REHEATERS)

ELECTROSTATIC AR FILTERS

HEATING COILS FOR OUTDOOR

AR (PREMEATERS|

PERMANENT CLEANABLE FLTERS

EUMINATOR SPRAY PUMP

LARGE STEAM CONTROL VALVE

SMALL STEAM CONTROL VALVE

CHILLED WATER CONTROL VALVE

DEW POINT THERMOSTAD [$0°F)

LOW LIMIT THERMOSTAT

MASTER THERMOSTAT

SUB MASTER THERMOSTAT

HIGH LUMIT THERMOSTAT

FREHEATER THERMOSTAT (45°F)
OLLER



Magnified Waylite
particle showing cellular
structure

ITH THE COMPLETION of an addi-
cc tional production unit, The Waylite
Company now has production capacity
in excess of 1,000,000 cubic yards of light-
weight concrete aggregate per year. In the
past two years over 1,700,000 cubic yards
of Waylite aggregate has been furnished
to the construction industry.
A Waylite grocessing plant in operation is
in itself a sight to see. Molten slag at
2000°F to 2500°F temperatures as it comes
from the blast furnaces is poured into a

iant mixer, agitated in saturated steam
g ; ag

MORE THAN

1,000,000 CUBIC YARDS

OF WAYLITE AGGREGATE

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN 1952

and the inherent gases create air cells which
are completely sealed.

Crushed and accurately sized, this is Way-
lite—the lightweight aggregate with plus
values—that imparts desirable new quali-
ties in modern structures.

Waylite aggregate is backed up with twenty
years of “know how' and used in many
types of structures, Our 16-page catalog in

Sweet's or sent free on request. Address
the Waylite Co., 105 W. Madison St.,
Chicago or Box 30, Bethlehem, Pa.

lightweight Waylite concrete saves
structural steel

Waylite provides an insulative struc-
tural wall with a decorative acoustical
finish at one low cost

ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




activities and for many community uses.

ADULTS, 100,

ARE GROWIN UP...

® Finally, we grown-ups are learning that ordinary
school rooms have more of a jail than joyous effect.
We are realizing that emotional comfort is essential
to mental development, For the new Blythe Park
elementary school at Riverside, Illinois, the de-
signers used every possible device for making chil-
dren’s first separation from home undisturbing. This
unique and friendly building, incorporating separate

mors :104#% VALVES

are sold than all other makes combined

I RN
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The campus of BLYTHE PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL is a 5-acre public park.
Adjoining the building is a lighted amphitheatre (above) for school

SLOAN VALVE COMPANY * CHICAGO ¢ ILLINOIS —

Another achievement in efficiency, endurance and econ-
omy is the sLoAN Aet-0-Matic sHOWER HEAD, which is
automatically self-cleaning each time it is used ! No clog-
ging. No dripping. When turned on it delivers cone-
within-cone spray of maximum efficiency. When turned
off it drains instantly. It gives greatest bathing satisfac.
tion, and saves water, fuel and maintenance service costs.

_ -\\_\\Try it and discover its superiorities.

PERKINS & WILL
architects and engineers

CHELL & ANDERSON
general contractors

NORTHERN PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO.

plumbing contractor

plumbing wholesaler

units for kindergarten children, older boys and girls,
and community adult activities, reflects the most
painstaking planning in every detail. At the begin-
ning and continuing through to completion, highest
standards of product quality and performance pre-
vailed. As are a vast number of other schools and
fine buildings of every kind, this Riverside school is
equipped with SLOAN Flush VALVES.

COLUMBIA PIPE AND SUPPLY CO.
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In insurance, |
a blanket policy i
covers everything ;

and . ..

In air conditioning,
Anemostat air

diffusers provide
complete coverage.
They “blanket” §
the room with
conditioned air.

These diffusers distribute air in many diverse planes. The
ugit creates a series of counter currents which siphon room
air into the diffuser up to 35%, of supply air, depending on
type and size of unit. Room and supply air are then mixed
within the Anemostat air diffuser before being discharged.

This aspiration results in a uniform “blanket” of gently
moving air. There is no risk of uncomfortable drafts, no stale
air pockets . . . temperature and humidity are equalized.
These Anemostat advantages are good “insurance”, for they
provide true conditioned comfort in your heating, ventilating
and air conditioning installations. i iake

I

VY)Y

ANEMOSTAT.

DRAFTLESS /spirating AIR DIFFUSERS

ANEMOSTAT CORPORATION OF AMERICA
10 EAST 39th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.
REPRESENTATIVES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES

“No Air Conditioning System Is Better
Than Its Air Distribution”

20
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PRIN. OFFICE

L

SKYDOME
ARRANGEMENT |]

CONF. M.

LIBRARY

SOLID CURVE( = )
BASED ON OVERCAST SKY BRIG

RESULTANT ILIUMINATION

ILLUMINATION LEVEL CHART

MAINTAINED ILLUMINATION IN

HTNESS

Prefabricated Wascolite Sky-
domes transmit 622 more day-
light than conventional skylights

. . . are weather-proof, shatter-
resistant and maintenance-free
.. . come in three basic shapes
and with clear colorless or white
translucent acrylic domes.

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING * JANUARY 1952

First Step to
Better Daylighting:

A Wasco Daglight Engineering Study

A Wasco daylight engineering study of
your building project is now available with-

out cost or obligation. This study will show

Ml ementary Ange \ the correct number, size, type and spacing

Lh g M) \ _

For: C‘a‘?“eue County> ington: Ky. \\ of Wascolite Skydomes . . . the
W ,1951 \ illumination level maintained . . . other vital

data. Result: superior daylighting at lower

cost. Just send blueprint and
illumination requirements; our daylight
S1< engineers will prepare

recommendations promptly.
FOOTCANDLES
OF 1000 FOOTLAMBERTS

WINDOW W

WASCOLITE

\' i 2 o
KYDOMEs
PATENT PENDING s s

6272 More Light OnThe Subject”

WASCO FLASHING COMPANY, 87 FAWCETT ST., CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS.
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Wherever beauty and good appearance are important factors—

use Trinity White. It is the whitest white cement. It is a true

portland cement that meets ASTM and Federal specifications.

Trinity Division, General Portland Cement Co., 111 W. Monroe St., Chicago;
Republic Bank Bldg., Dallas; 816 W. 5th St., Los Angeles;

305 Morgan St., Tampa; Volunteer Building, Chattanooga. as snow

: y PLAIN OR
- »# & WATERPROOFED




you can alway

be sure

Consider the Von Duprin
A?_the very finest rim type
exit device. All drop-forge
bronze. Double-acting

crossbar— X-Bar reinforced!

D )

Con Duprin

puts QUALITY first of all?

® Decade after decade, Von Duprin has put quality
first in the manufacture of fire and panic exit de-
vices. Even now, with more and more materials go-
ing for defense, there will be no compromise in
quality—or workmanship.

In view of the current material restrictions, you
can expect a reasonable delay between the time
your order is placed and when it is delivered. For
this reason, we suggest you advise us of your needs
as soon as they are anticipated. We will process
each order as quickly as we can. But we will never
sacrifice safety, merely to satisfy speed!

This is our promise to you . . . and with it, your
assurance that every Von Duprin device will al-
ways provide rapid, dependable exit . . . ““The Safe
Way Out!”

Don’t ‘““bargain’’ in human life. Specify only

Von Duprin.

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING * JANUARY 19852

LET YOUR VON DUPRIN "EXIT ENGINEER" SHOW YOU
""THE SAFE WAY OUT!"—Von Duprin “Exit Engineers”—
factory representatives and contract hardware distributors
—are located for your convenience in key cities across the
nation. Each has the engineering and hardware experience to
aid you in your exit planning. Each has all the facts on Von
Duprin devices and accessories to save you time on specifica-
tions. Get acquainted with the Exit Engineer in your area—
== consult him on all of your exit problems. For his
Yon Duprin name, write:

VONNEGUT HARDWARE CO.
VON DUPRIN DIVISION, INDIANAPOLIS 9, IND.
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A ROOF THAT'S A CEILING

New super-market designed and built for
Klein's Foods in Minneapolis by Sebco Con-
struction Company, Designers and Builders,
and G. W, Brandhorst, Architect.

Here a Wheeling representative takes a close-up look Sense of perspective and depth is enhanced by parallel
at fixtures, !and directly to roof structure. lines of roof deck, serving 7botb as roof and ceiling.

Tri-Rib Roof Deck is but one of many Building Materials for which Architects and
Builders turn to Wheeling. The Wheeling line of building materials includes:
Steelcrete Reinforcing Mesh + Expanded Metal + Metal Lath and Metal
Lath Accessories * Tri-Rib Steel Roof Deck * ExM Angle Frame
Partitions + ExM Vault Reinforcing to meet # 10 Insurance Classification

WHEELING CORRUGATING COMPANY+BUILDING MATERIAL DIVISION

ATLANTA BOSTON . BUFFALO CHICAGO COLUMBUS DETROIT KANSAS CITY LOUISYILLE MINNEAPOLIS NEW ORLEANS
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700... IT'S WHEELING
TRI-RIB STELL
ROOF DECK !

In this Minneapolis super-market, Sebco Construction
Company achieves an unusually “wide-open” interior, made possible
through use of Wheeling Tri-Rib Roof Deck. Because of its
lightness, Tri-Rib allowed use of longer span joists, lighter roof structure
and lighter supporting members—a saving of 25 lbs. of supports for each 100
square feet of deck! Taking advantage of Tri-Rib's pleasing appearance,
the designers omitted underfinish, permitting the deck sheets themselves

to form the “ceiling.” The long parallel lines of the ribs
thus add to the perspective and sense of space.

D
Wheeling;

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING ¢« JANUARY 1852
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Announcing the FIRST Iz-INCH light-directing glass block!

ThEe new Insulux No. 463 Glass Block has all
the features of the smaller 8" No. 363.

26

. same light-directing and light-controlling qualities

. same foce coating from which even hardest, dried-on

mortar rubs off easily and quickly. Virtually eliminates
post-construction cleaning expense

same 378" thickness

. same identifying gold stripe that gives instant identi-

fication of top inside of block

In addition, panels of the larger 12" x 12"

size may be laid faster . . . The larger size gives
architects freedom to create an entirely new
scale in panels, and the new 12" size may be
combined with the 8" size in the same panel.

Important as all these features are, they're
only incidental when compared to the lifelong

advantages an Insulux Fenestration System in-

FENESTRATION SYSTEMS

o {5}‘ rhe leaders of Dz

stalled on Daylight Engineering principles gives
to any building. Supplies of the new Insulux
Glass Block® and all of the materials needed
for fast installation are noncritical and im-
mediately available.

The knowledge and experience of a Daylight
Engineer is at your service. Just write Insulux,

Dept. MB - 1,'I‘n=:c 1035, Toledo 1, Ohio.

iiohy Enoineering
ylighi c.,fc?u.teufg
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ALUMILI
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Monastery entrance of the Holy Family Monostery and Retreat House, Farmington,

Conn. Designed by Provost and Wright, Architects, and installed by Boston Plate and

Window Glass Company, Boston, Mass. Contractor, Gilbane Construction Co. “Extrud-
A-Line" Custom-Built Aluminum Construction used.

Practical and specific, expressly planned and pre-
pared with your needs in mind, are these two
reprints from Sweet’s 1952 File. Use the coupon
to request your copies of either or both TODAY.
No obligation.

“ALUMILINE" Store Front Construction
Includes detailed specifications and sectional draw-
ings of Sash, Division Bars, Corner Bars and
Reinforcements, Sills, Transom Bars and Adaptors,
Glass and Metal Settings, Facia and Awning Hood,
and Store Fromt Construction Details. A very
practical and useful working manual,

“EXTRUD-A-LINE” Entrance

Complete, detailed information for quick, con-
venient reference. Includes scale drawings of typical
horizontal and vertical sections for Standard and
Wide Stile entrance units, and many photos of
outstanding installations,

THE ALUMILINE CORPORATION
l Brooklyn 27, New York

B toun
CATALOG IN
SWEET'S

1540 Covert Street

NE EXTRUDED ALUMILITED
T ALUMINUM PRODUCTS

i
{
]
i
1
|

Just off the Press: TWO Valuable 1952 Catalogs

+ « « for your files ll

Specified by Leading Architects

for

HOSPITALS - SCHOOLS
RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS
BANKS - STORE FRONTS
OFFICE BUILDINGS
HOUSING PROJECTS
SHOPPING CENTERS
INDUSTRIAL PLANTS

® Extruded Aluminum Store Front
Construction

® Extruded Aluminum Factory
Assembled Entrance Frames

@ Narrow and Wide Stile Extruded
Aluminum Doors

® Custom Built Extruded l

Aluminum Windows

Sold and installed by Glass Distributors and
Dealers throughout the U. 8., Canada and other
Countries.

The natural beauty of Alumiline designs is

enhanced and preserved by our corrosion-resis- I

tant Alumilited all-weather finish, electrolytic-
ally applied at the factory . .

. helps protect
from scratches and marring.

BRI sidiissivmisnsossssisintasiissiabivgtiapiin SIate uivsisins

The Alumiline Corporation, Dept. M
1540 Covert St, Brooklyn 27, N. Y.

Please send us, without obligation, copies of your
new 1952 Catalogs as follows:

[0 “ALUMILINE” Store Front Constructions (A-52)
] “EXTRUD-A-LINE” Entrances (D-52)

1 Put us on your mailing list to receive “Full Size”
Details, now in preparation.

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING * JANUARY 1952
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Tou Can Use Stainless in Architecture = T004Y

Armco 17, Type 430 chromium stainless steel is available
for architectural uses.

N.P.A. Order M-80, reserving nickel for defense-rated
applications, affects only the nickel-bearing stainless steels
such as the well known 18-8, Type 302.

Armco 17, with 14 to 18 per cent chromium and no
nickel content, is one of the oldest of the standard stainless
steels and has a long record of successful service. It is
produced in the same gages, sizes and finishes as 18-8 and
lends itself to substantially the same designs. Well suited
for many architectural requirements not subjected to sea-
coast or unusually severe industrial atmospheres, this
chromium grade serves as an excellent alternate in many

applications.
Armeo 17 is sold by Armco Distributors from coast to
coast, Ask your sheet metal contractors about it.

Other logical applications for Armco 17, Type 430 are:
Kick Plates, Column Covering, Moving' Stairway Trim,
Stair Railings, Balconies and Balustrades, Lighting Fix-
tures, Mailboxes, Building Directory Frames, Telephone
Booths, Range Hoods and Serving Counters in kitchens.
Porcelain enamel on Armco Enameling Iron, alone or in
combination with Stainless Steel, is used for Curtain Wall
Panels, Marquees, Signs, Toilet Partitions, Kitchen. Store
and Laboratory Interiors. You will find detailed informa-
tion in your Sweet’s Catalog,

28

Elevator interior and doors, wainscoting and receptionist's desk in a
prominent hospital are typical of many applications well suited for
Armco 17. This stainless steel makes them easy to clean and keep clean.

ARMC“ STEEL CORPORATION tho)

1112 Curtis Street, Middletown, Ohio ® Plants and Sales Offices \/

from Coast to Coast ® Export: The Armeo International Corporation

ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




A New Member of the
Corrvfux Famlly'

Now you can get ' B
257 More Light ,,g" /

with

DURALUX™

At last . . . and first with Corrulux Corp.

. a corrugated, glass-fiber-reinforced
structural panel with 25% more light
transmission than any other reinforced

shatterproof panel on the market today
. new DURALUX.

Each panel of DURALUX is reinforced with many miles
of tough glass fibers, imbedded in extremely weather re-
sistant resin ... making DURALUX:

® Shatterproof ® Easily sawed, nailed, drilled
® Resistant to impact, vibration ® Uses standard purlin spacing
and shock ® No flashing or framing re-
quired
® Resistant to weather extremes o Naslt with stendard sarvs
@ Resistant to industrial fumes gated metal or ashestos

DURALUX is particularly recommended for industrial skylighting
in northern climates, where maximum light transmission is essential
. and costs up to 509 less, installed, than conventional skylighting.

COMPARISON OF VISUAL LIGHT TRANSMISSION**

L T TSRS L b erd T d 10 e AT T L TPy v b PR RO g S ST L oL P e 100
Duralux (Max-lite color). .. ........... ... iiiiiiinnn 80
CORUIUR ISKYIIGNECOIOBR): . : i i3 iicdia cneviasasis 60
Compatitive BraBaeh i TS 5 in vt wlb bty dhs sa st 60
Competifive Peoldtet “"BY. ... oot iiviiisiiiiases s 52

*Patent on product and trademark applied for.
**Test data and methods on request.

%i D”n“ ”X e b ) 7 5

FOR MAXIMUM LIGHT = CO”llllb\' CORP.
. Dept. G P. O. Box 20026, Houston 25, Texas
Corrvlux § iR
FOR DIFFUSED LIGHT e
e
BOTH g o
5 B A«
) . City. State
lil

DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 3077
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PRODUCTS

Johns-Manville

For a non-combustible,
noise-quieting ceiling of
vnrivalled architectural appeal

UNUSUAL BEAUTY—The attractive fissured surface
of J-M Permacoustic avoids mechanical monotony.
Distinctive and pleasing in appearance, Permacoustic
is ideal for hospitals, schools, offices, dining rooms,
lobbies, etc.

NON-COMBUSTIBLE FIRE RATING —Made of fire-
proof rock wool, Permacoustic meets building codes
which specify the use of non-combustible acoustical
materials to minimize fire hazard in critical areas and
in certain types of buildings.

HIGH ACOUSTICAL EFFICIENCY —Permacoustic con-
sists of 12” square panels of moulded and baked rock
wool fibers. The fissured surface adds additional acous-
tical efficiency to a material which is in itself inher-
ently sound absorbent. Noise reduction coefficient is
65% to 70% depending on method of application.

Unit

READILY AVAILABLE—Because Permacoustic is made
of non-critical materials, you can plan present and
future construction without fear of shortages. Stocks
are carried in all the principal cities of the United
States.

EASILY APPLIED —Permacoustic is easily installed by
application to existing ceiling slabs or it can be sus-
pended using a spline system of erection.

For a new free brochure about Permacoustic, write
Johns-Manville, Box 158, New York 16, N. Y. In
Canada write 199 Bay Street, Toronto 1, Ontario,

*Reg. U. §. Pat. Off.

' U‘ Johns-Manville Acoustical Materials

Permacoustic*—Fibretone*—Sanacoustic*—Transite*

30
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For domestic hot and
cold water lines you can
still use copper —
non-rusting, highly
resistant to corrosion!

LOW

The use of copper for
vnderground service
lines—another place
where you need this

hardy metal—is not
prohibited by
government regulations!

Made from commercially pure copper, Chase
Copper Water Tube is ideal for hot and cold
water lines and underground piping.

Chase Copper Water Tube, Type L, hard tem-
per, in 20 ft. lengths and solder-joint fittings
are especially adapted for use in new con-
struction. For replacing old rusted-out piping,
Chase Copper Water Tube, Type K, soft
temper, comes in long 40 and 60 ft. coils

.. Chnde Copper libiter. Tede i best!

that can be snaked behind walls and under
flooring.

For underground installations use Type K, soft
temper, Chase Copper Water Tube. It is
ductile; can be bent around obstructions;
moves with the earth until the fill settles.
Long lengths up to 100 ft. in coils reduce the
number of flared fitting connections to a
minimum,

Chase ,ﬁ BRASS & COPPER . ™. .""I00 "W e

Atlanta Dallas Los Angeles Philadsighia Seattle
WATERBURY 20, CONNECTICUT » SUBSIDIARY OF KENNECOTT COPPER CORPORATION Baltimore Denverf Milwaukea Pittshurgh Waterbury

Boston Detroit Minneapolis Providenca

Chicagn Houstont Newark Rochester} (Fssles

Cincinnati  Indlanapolis  New Orlsans S1. Louis office ealy)
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ENGEL

Vs DOORS

/
nov:-ulusn-, |

WEDGED I.OCK’

Every Mengel Flush Door—Hollow-Core or
Solid-Core—has dove-tail wedged-locked joints
at all four corners! This fine, exclusive, cabinet-
maker’s construction is found only in Mengel
Flush Doors—requires more lumber, extra ma-
chining and labor, but you get stronger and
more stable doors.

Mengel Flush Doors also provide many other
advantages. They are designed and built to the
highest standards of quality for extrea durability,
extra eye-appeal. Get all the facts. Write today
for our new full-color descriptive A.L.A. catalog,

Plywood Division, THE MENGEL COMPANY, Lowisuille 1, Rentucky

The Mengel Company . . . Growers and processors of timber ® manufacturers of veneers ® plywood
® fush doors ® fine furniture ® corrugated containers ® kitchen cabinets and sliding-door wall
closets ® largest manufacturer of hardwood products in America.
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Standing beside Johns-Manville V.P, George Dan-

— S e g

PLEA FOR MATERIALS by New York labor unions,

Photos: Len Rosenberg

Bay window of Peter Eller, chairman of Building

contractors brought DPA Chief Manly Fleisch- drow and Manhattan Borough President Robert F. Trades Employers Council, helps Labor Leader Howard
mann to meeting with construction bigwigs in- Wagner, Jr., Fleischmann gave first hint he would McSpedon make a point. McSpedon warned 46% of

cluding (L) Architect Louis Skidmore. approve allocating all materials at once.

New York's building workers.

still worried building leaders discussing their problems.

Dandrow (1) and Engineer John Hennessy (r) gave
worried Gothamites into his inevitable L to r.: McSpedon, Architects Max Foley and Louis Skid- Sen. Herbert Lehman's executive assistant, Julius

Jamming elaborate presentation by ...

briefcase, Fleischmann hurried off to more, Dandrow, Contractor H, C. Turner, Jr. A later
make another speech, leaving . . . meeting enlisted aid of New York Congressmen.

Edelstein, a fill-in, By mid-January, N. Y. legislators
were raising Grade A cry.

Mobilizers Tighten Squeeze On
Building; Factories, Housing Hit

An Aberthaw Construction Co. executive, back in Boston from a trip to Washington to plead
for copper, summed up the building industry’s temper this month. Said he:

“I got the feeling that everybody was glad to see me and that everybody was just waiting
to put their whole time in on my particular problem. But nothing definite was done (to
help), and I got no definite answer, and although we have reapplied for the project, no
one has given us either a rejection or a go-ahead. Yes, they are very cooperative in
Washington. They usher us into marble
halls, lay out the carpet, lead us to a com-
fortable chair—and then pull the chair out
from under us as we start to sit down.”

Mobilization officials listened politely to
the growing cry that CMP was causing
building unemployment to zoom, was so
blunderingly administered that it imposed
needless hardships on hundreds of individ-
ual firms (see p. 40), cheerily promised to
consider the problems again. But when the
time for action came, the industry felt not
only the chair but the rug, too, had been
vanked away.

NPA Chief Henry H. Fowler revealed:

P There will be almost no new industrial
starts during the April-June quarter of *52
because “military and defense-supporting
programs’ need more and more structural
steel, copper and aluminum, and because:

P DPA has discovered (after six months
trial and grave error) that the 15% over-
allotment of controlled materials which
worked during World War II doesn’t work
in today’s guns & butter economy. There-
fore overallotment, reduced from the 4th
quarter’s 15% to 12% for the first quarter,
would have to be pared down to 5% to
“preserve CMP’s solvency.”

Cutbacks & alibis. Most of the bad news
was spilled to NPA’s construction industry
advisory committee, summoned to Washing-
ton Jan. 9 for the first time since it was
peremptorily dismissed last June. New

» Even for construction already approved
by NPA and well under way, the future was

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING « JANUARY 1852

iffy. It would get materials to complete if
there were any after military demands.
Housing cut 40%. The rest of the bad
news came same day from DPA Chief
Manly Fleischmann: Materials for housing
would be cut to 60% of 1951 consumption
(or 23% below 1952’s target of 850,000
houses). How to make this 40% cut would
be up to HHFAdministrator Foley, who
didn’t like the order in the first place.
Probably, HHFA will put limits on house
sizes, perhaps by square footages, perhaps
by limiting number of bathrooms. If this
fails, Foley was thinking of quotas.

The cutback should not have taken home-
builders by surprise. Officials gave clear
warning last fall that if relaxed credit con-
trols made 1952 look like another million
house year, they would use the subterfuge
of materials contrels to put on the brakes.
The announcement brought a roar of pro-
test from the National Association of

IN THE NEWS

Among the next 31 pages are reporls on
these impeortant developments:

Building industry protests CMP . P
Scandal hinted in overseas contracts . . p.
New Englond, South struggle for industry p.
New Orleans gets louvred office . . . p. 41
What a steel strike would cost building . p.
Public housing row in Los Angeles . . . p.
Is the West ready for fower apartments? . p.

NEWS continued on p. 40
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Eggers & ngglnl, Ar:hlum
Irwin Clavan, Architect
Meyer, Strong & Jones, Consulting Engineers

TRULY DRAFTI.ESS,"NOISE&SS AIR CONDITIONED COMFORT . . .

for over 8000 office workers, summer and winter.

Plus these gneat advantages possible only with ulti-TVent...

COMPLETE FREEDOM IN LOCATING MOVABLE PARTITIONS
Partitions may even bisect a diffusing panel without disturbing in any way Multi-Vent's incomparable over-all
uniformity of room air movement, temperature, and humidity.

COMPLETE FREEDOM IN LOCATION OF LIGHTING FIXTURES . . .
for Multi-Vent panels are completely concedled in standard acoustical ceilings,
and in no way interfere with interior design.

RADIANT PANEL HEATING AND COOLING EFFECT ADDS TO THE COMFORT FACTOR
The large areas of the ceiling which function as distribution plates for the Multi-Vent panels
are heated or cooled to the temperature of the supply air.

MULTI-VENT DIVISION THE PYLE-NATIONAL COMPANY

1316 North Kostner Avenve Chicage 51, llinois

See SWEET's Arch, &
Eng. files or write for
detailed literature.
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SAFE! and Wear-resistant

That's what all these walkways are.
Safe, because floors, stairs and ramps
have been made permanently slip-
proof leven when wet) by the use of
Norton ALUNDUM* Aggregate in
either terrazzo or concrete floor sur-
faces. Banish the slipping hazard
and double the life of floors, stairs
and ramps with Norton Non-slip
Floor Products.

Write for Catalog 1935-1
NORTON COMPANY
Worcester 6, Massachusetts

*Trade-mark Reg. U. S. Pat. OF.

Wlaking better products fo make ofher products betfer
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The Richmond Fireproof Door Co. DOORS FRAMES & HARDWARE

Underwriters’ fire doors: iters' Kalamein doors: Industrial Welded steel frames
metal clad; fire doors: flush design steel doors:
single-slide metal clad; or pomhd; slide, single
and doubh slide single-swing or double-swing
ond double-swing ob?o-whn

specia s
and heights to order

The Peelle Company ELEVATOR DOORS

motorized and manual
| E——————————————
Dumbwaiter doers

Freight elevator doors: motorized or manual
potatires o1 mancal Motorized car gate

The Peelle Company  SPECIAL PURPOSE DOORS

motorized and manual

3 section vertical lift
door, motorized,
stainless steel and glass,
24 x 35 feet

Horizontal slide
or swing jel lest

T
T |

10 section, horizontal slide,
center parting, hangar door

>-| Y I [ !/}
EEEEENEEN
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Allnliw- s.-l Conpcny Building (Subsidiary, Aluminum Co. of mm:

Architects: Giffels & Vallet, Detroit,

Colgate-Palmolive.Peet Building; Jeffersonviile, Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, lliino
Albert Kohn A-ahd:lh‘gh&;‘ﬂ‘ﬂhfmm&. Architects: Noess & Murphy Builders: Joha mss-c”c..

Standard Oil Co 3 Barrel House; Whiting, Indiana U, §. Rubber Company Warehouse; Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Engineers: Standard C:-'pann Iulldons‘Onrn A, Fyller Co. Carl A, On‘l’lnn, ral-. h:hnrhm lc‘d.m George A. Fuller Co.

- . Architects, engineers and contractors
':"apprec;ufe the importance of concentrating responsibility for a variety of -

"":-Kreluted products. Also appreciated is Peelle-Richmond’s proved performance
k"m hcmd!mg, from start to finish, specification jobs that must meet unusual
a"' exachng conditions.

Those engaged in !he solution of defense plant construction problems will
find the Peelle-Richmond engineering staff most helpful.

~ Write for further information.

/A////%/(‘/:'(?/ v r/ /%(/n/mm) A2A . ///.f?'m’ leeey
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ke Prevent conversion slow-down
with J-M Movable Walls

Johns-Manville Ashestos Universal Movable Walls are readily available. Made of

noncritical materials, they give you complete freedom in planning or rearranging space

@ Reallocation of existing space and partitioning of
new space can be done easily and quickly with Johns-
Manville Universal Movable Walls. Made of asbestos,
these walls are ideally designed to help business and
industry meet the space problems involved in the
defense effort.

The flush panels have a clean, smooth surface that’s
hard to mar, easy to maintain, and will withstand
shock and abuse. They're light, easy to erect and
to relocate. The “dry wall”’ method of erection assures
little or no interruption to regular routine.

Johns-Manville Movable Walls may be used as
ceiling-high or free-standing partitions. The complete

Vi Johns-Manville

wall, ncluding doors, glazing and hardware, is in-
stalled by Johns-Manville’s own construction crews
and under the supervision of trained J-M engineers.

TRANSITONE Movable Walls — A recentand unique develop-
ment of the Johns-Manville laboratories is the Transitone
Movable Wall, with asbestos panels integrally colored. Non-
fading pigments are blended into the asbestos fibres, thus
eliminate the cost of periodic decorative treatment. The color
goes all the way through each panel.

Y ~ b

For details about J-M Movable Walls, consult your Sweet’s
Architectural File, or write Johns-Manville, Box 158, Dept.
MB, New York 16, N. Y. In Canada, write 199 Bay Street,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

INSTALLED NATIONALLY BY JOHNS-MANVILLE
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1200 UNITS AT THE NEW SWIFTON
VILLAGE, CINCINNATI, OHIO.

The above illustration is an architect's con-
ception of a section of the new housing
project that will house, when completed,
4,500 people, covering 36 acres

Developed and built by The Jonathan Wood-
ner Company, of Washington, D. C., the proj-
ect, when completed, will total $25,000,000.

The Thoro System materials, used on this
project, furnished by the Oakley Coal &
Supply Company, through The Nurre Com-
pany, Cincinnati.

WATERPLUG
Stops leaks

For 39 years, The Thoro System materials
have been protecting above and below-
grade masonry, where constant dampness,
caused by rain, destroys unprotected
masonry.

STANDARD DRY WALL PRODUCTS

NEW EAGLE, PENNSYLVANIA
Phone — MONONGAHELA 67 or 1417
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THOROSEAL

THOROSEAL

Seals surface

Al Loreti applies 2 coats of Thoroseal to concrete block
foundation, as sure protection against rain and dampness.

QUICKSEAL
Beautiful finish

Get our 20-page brochure, pic-
torially described in detail; also,
architect's chart for your wall,

' U. S. A.
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STRUCTURAL STEEL USE: pre-Korea and now

590
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AV. QTR, Is1 HALF 1950
REQUIREMENTS  Ist QTR. 1952
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380 ALLOTMENTS 2nd QTR. 1952
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Industrial construction will suffer the stiffest curtailment since World War Il in the second

quarter of 1952 as a result of cutback in structural steel allocations shown here In chart adapted from
NPA figures. Petroleum and electric power allocations go up, while commercial building (lumped
with *‘‘all other'’) shrinks to 7,425 tons, about enough for one medium-sized office building.

Home Builders. President W. P. Atkinson
forecast it would cause building trades un-
employment to soar to 400,000, force home
prices up by creating a new housing short-
age, and still save only 0.42% of steel pro-
duction, 0.94% of copper production.

There was some evidence that the housing
cutback was subterfuge to circumvent re-
laxed credit curbs. One indication: a secret
memo prepared by DPA aides for Fleisch-
mann and President Truman, It urged a
heavy cutback on housing because—as the
industry itself crows in less troubled times
—each house built generates so much other
buying and spending: telephones (which
mean miles of copper wire), television sets,
stoves, autos, furniture, appliances.

One thing seemed certain: for the second
time in six months NPA had foolishly trig-
gered a rush to hoard materials. Faced
with the prospect of increasing trouble with
controls, builders would move speedily to
start as many houses as possible before the
new rules could be ordered into effect.

Rays of hope. With the thunderclouds,
NPA held out hope of a rainbow. It dis-
closed it is revising and redrafting CMP
Regulation 6 into “simple language.”
Proposed changes:

b Use of foreign and salvage steel would be per-
mitted in addition to normal allotments (if ap-
proved for each case), provided the construction
involved is essential and that use of foreign steel
would not create a demand for “significant”
amounts of copper, aluminum, new domestic steel
controlled materials or Class B products.

p “Wherever possible” when construction auth-
orizations are issued for the second and succeed-
ing quarters, allotments will be made for entire
projects instead of just the initial quarter, Thus
approved projects would get advance allotments,
cashable in later quarters, for all the steel, copper
and aluminum the government thinks their job
needs.

P To encourage advance planning, NPA is con-

40

sidering issuing construction autherizations with
no allotment of materials until they become avail-
able—later. Frankly, NPA wonders if this will
work.

b Contractors would have to file separate applica-
tions to buy machine tools on defense orders.

P Dollar value of Class B produets procurable un-
der self-authorization of materials would be
limited.

Important repairs. Already, DPA and
NPA had begun tardily to repair some of
the worst defects in CMP. Most important:
it named a Construction Analysis Group—

~ six experts handpicked by a committee of

steel industry executives to help DPA
squeeze the water out of demands for strue-
tural steel by examining the phasing of
every big project. The six: James B. Steep,
consulting engineer, Detroit, chairman;
Gordon W. L. Galloway, The Austin Co.,
Los Angeles; James Hamilton, American
Bridge Co., Pittsburgh; Herbert J. Hess,
Bethlehem Steel Co., Baltimore; Howard
Mullen, U. S. Steel Co., St. Louis; Robert
E. Wilmot, Bethlehem Steel Co., Bethlehem,
Pa.: They were not on the job two weeks
before the difference began to show. Con-
fronted by a whopping Navy demand for

NEW CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
(expenditures in millions of dollars)

December Annual Total
%o %
Type *50 51 Change '50 '51 Change
PRIVATE
Residential
(nonfarm)... 1,003 809 —19.3 12,600 10,915 —13.4
Industrial ..... 125 147 -17.6 1,062 1975 --86.0
Commercial ... 140 69 —50.7 1,288 1312 419
Torar ...... 1,721 1,521 —I11.6 20,789 20,823 0.2
PUBLIC
Industrial ..... 31 86 +177.4 224 880 +-292.9
Military ...... 24 149 45208 177 1,045 -}-490.4
Residential ... 30 66 --120.0 345 600 -+73.9
TOTAL saeuve 513 701 -}-36.6 7,113 9,040 4271,

Granp TordL.. 2,234 2,222 —0.5 27,902 29,863 7.0
1951 CONSTRUCTION dollar volume rose 7%
above 1950 to $29.9 billion, all-time U. S.
record. But while private construction gained
less than 195, public soared 27%.

steel for construction, DPA asked to see
the plans. The Navy blandly confessed it
hadn’t drawn them yet. Result: DPA ruled
it will give the military no more structural
steel until it produces blueprints, engineer-
ing schedules which demonstrate that plans
will be ready when the structurals are
rolled, that the site will be ready when the
fabricated structurals arrive. For the first
quarter, DPA cut military demand for car-
bon steel 259%. For the second quarter,
said insiders, DPA had found military “de-
mand” watered by 509%. With military
forming some 15% of the 1952 building
economy, such hoarding was shocking mis-
management. But the industry could now
hope that DPA at last had found a check
to balance The Pentagon’s ahuses of power.
Longer pinch. As usual in controlled
economies, prospects for an end to the crisis
receded into the future. Last fall, Mobilizer
Charles E. Wilson forecast the materials
pinch would ease late this year. In his
year-end report, Wilson nudged this for-
ward to 1953. Structural steel fabricators
still disagreed. Again last month, they
voiced fears of a surplus in the last half of
'52. NPA listened politely. Aluminum’s
future hinged on the military. If the Air
Force wins Presidential approval of its
plans for 143 groups instead of the present
target of 95, the aluminium pinch could
well last to the end of 1953 and require
another round of aluminium expansion.

INDUSTRY PROTESTS mount
against absurdities of controls

Schoolmen were first. They chorused their
politically potent protests against CMP al-
locations late last year. Result: schools
were one of the few nondefense segments of
construction to receive more steel, in the
second than the first quarter.

Last month and this, the rest of the coun-
try’s building industry was deciding that
the way to operate under Manly Fleisch-
mann’s Controlled Materials Plan was to
cry as loud as possible on the shoulders of
the nearest Congressmen. Observed Vice
President Perry Astray of Albert M. Higley
Co., Cleveland industrial builders: “The
guy with the biggest mouth gets the breaks.
It would make you laugh if you didn’t have
to ery.” Some of the shouts and murmurs:
p In Philadelphia, a chamber of commerce com-
mittee sent Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela-
ware congressmen a well-documented forecast that
1/3 of the 60,000 construction labor force in the
five-county Philadelphia area would be jobless by

the end of the year because of construction
controls. :

p The Baltimore Building Congress & Exchange
protested six points in construction controls: 1.
Controllers were ignoring NPA’s construction in-
dustry advisory committee, which the law requires
them to consult. 2. Control regulations lack mean-
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ing. 3. Dilatory mailing results in “extreme de-
lays” in advising the industry of regulations and
amendments, 4. Controllers haven't learned that
construction requires a tremendous lead time for
planning, financing, materials ordering. 5. “NPA
regulations . . . conserve little critical material”
while “crippling” the industry, 6. NPA indulges
in extreme delays processing applications.

p In Cleveland, the AFL Labor Council joined the
Builders Exchange in urging that construction
controls be returned to regional offices.

P In Minnesota, union business agents claimed
building employment was off 25% because there
was virtually no defense work,

P In Boston, construction unemployment jumped
500 in one week. Four small (under $200,000 a

year) contractors resigned their AGC memberships
the same fortnight, announced they were quitting
business because of NPA’s red tape and inconsis-
tencies in approving allocations.

p In St. Louis, AFL sources said 12,000 of their
27,000 building labor force was idle, with only
20% of it caused by winter weather,

p A Miami builder snorted: “the city is bulging at
the seams with reinforcing steel, wiring, aluminum
and other building materials. There’s a glut in
reinforcing steel, shipped in from Europe. NPA
ought to find out what the situation is before
chopping the ground out from under legitimate
projects because of a theory of shortages in Wash-
ington’s bureaucratic minds ™

Senate Committee Sniffs Scandal in Hir-
ing Methods of Overseas Contractors

Sen. Lyndon Johnson’s preparedness in-
vestigating committee, at hearings in New
York City Jan. 11-12, found more of the
casual attitude toward wasting the tax-
payer’s dollar that it criticized in earlier
attacks on military profligacy. For waste
in the Defense Department’s off-shore and
foreign base construction work, however,
it appeared that military brass could share
the blame with contractors,

Pay for idleness. Sample: some 2,500
workers, waiting to go to Greenland to
build an Air Force strip were sent first to
a Minneapolis training center. After the
course was over, they were told to stand
by, with pay of $4 a day. The bill totaled
$317,000.

“Who dreamed this up out of the blue?”
asked Sen. Jehnson.

“] don’t know,” said the witness, Col.
Morton Solomon, district engineer in
charge of Greenland’s Blue Jay project.
But he insisted the waiting pay was neces-
sary. Besides, Greenland’s weather re-
stricted the periods of labor importation.
What’s more, testified the colonel, “under
the same conditions” he would pay standby
wages again.

Col. Solomon had another admission:
his New York office was paying Pinkerton
detectives 81,668 monthly to keep Blue
Jay project’s airstrip secret even though
the Christian Science Monitor Nov. 2 de-
scribed it as 10,000’ long, capable of
launching B-36’s and jet planes and even
identified its location on a map.
Abandoned fields. Maj. Gen. G. ]. Nold,
deputy chief of engineers, was questioned
sharply by Sen. Johnson about “faulty en-
gineering” which forced abandonment to
floods of a North African airfield “cost-
ing $103,000 in material alone.”

Another witness, James H. Dillon,

agencies, But Francis A. Capell, general
manager of a New York employment
agency, said taking 5% of a year’s pay
was legal—in New York.

WOOING INDUSTRY: New Eng-
land states vie with the South

A tug of war began shaping up this month
between New England and the South over
industrial development.

Last year, Alabama and Tennessee joined
Mississippi and Louisiana in enacting laws
permitting municipalities to issue revenue
bonds to finance construction of factories
for lease to private industry. With this lure,
Elizabethtown, Tenn. already has signed

LAST MONTH'S WASHINGTON DIARY

12/10 NPA designates its own Facilities and
Construction Bureau claimant agency for
engineering and construction firms seek-
ing priority assistance for execution of
defense controcts.

12/11 Secretary of Commerce Sawyer orders
future government-held surplus stocks of
aluminum, lead, zinc, copper made avail-
able to industry. Formerly these went lo
government's strategic stockpile.

12/18 NPA reclassifies ten Class B steel products
{galvanized, corrugated, V-erimp and
chonnel drain roofing; corrugated and
brick siding; etc.) as controlled materials
subject to complete allocation.

12/19 DPA announces direct and defense-related
production and construction starting first
quarter, 1952 will take over 40% of the
carbon steel and about 60% of alumi-
num, copper wire mill oand copper brass
mill supplies.

12/19 NPA reports high rate of denial (1,610
out of 2,052) of aHotment applications
for commercial, religious, amusement and
community construction for first quarfer,
1952,

1/8 Manly Fleischmann relinquishes steward-
ship of NPA, remains DPA head. New
NPA chief: Henry H. Fowler, former
Deputy Administrator.

1/9 DPAdministrator Manly Fleischmann tells
Congress second quarter of '52 will see
rise in mililary requirements, slowdown
in industrial building ond sharp declines
in commercial and home construction.

1/14 DPA summarizes rapid lax write-off pro-
gram to December 21: 5,443 new or ex-
panded facilities certified, representing
$11.5 billion investment.

up Textron, Inc. for a $7.8 million nylon
plant. Maine, New Hampshire and Ver-
mont have privately financed and operated
state credit corporations to offer business-
men credit. A similar plan is before the
Massachusetts legislature. Early this
month, Governor Dennis J. Roberts of
rock-ribbed Rhode Island (the state with
the nation’s highest unemployment per
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LOUVERED LIFE INSURANCE building was dadlcated Jan. 7 in New Orleans by the Pan American Life
Insurance Co. to celebrate its 40th birthday. The six-story, $5.5 million structure was designed by
Architects Skidmore, Owings & Merrill with Claude E. Hooton of New Orleans.

leader of an overseas workers’ association,
asserted many men had been charged ex-
orbitant fees by private employment

NEWS continved on p. 45

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING * JANUARY 1852




Any way you look at it. ..
GYPSTEEL PLANK
makes an ideal Roof Deck

AT
Ly INSULS
wcH e

In schools, hospitals and multiple-dwelling units—in
fact in any place where fire safety and economy are
prime considerations, Gypsteel Plank is top choice
for roof decking.

This lightweight, fireproof gypsum plank—reinforced
by electrically welded, galvanized steel wire and frame
—is tongued and grooved to assure speedy, easy instal-
lation. The size of Gypsteel Plank is 2" x 15" x 10./

&= Certain-teed

SWEIT'S FILI
aRCmIECTn.

BUILDING ASPHALT ROOFING « SHINGLES « SIDINGS
PRODUCTS b i Cer_au:jSat&;factwﬂ Gicirantist ASBESTOS CEMENT ROOFING AND SIDING SHINGLES
CERTAIN-TEED PRODUCTS CORPORATION GYPSUM PLASTER « LATH « WALLBOARD = ROOF DECKS
ARDMORE, PENNSYLVANIA ACOUSTICAL TILE  INSULATION  FIBERBOARD
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*| wonder

what kind of flooring
| should call for

-

“Check with
the Kentile Flooring
Contractor. He'll give
you the straight dope
on all types of
flooring”

Special Kentile (greaseproof) is ideal for power rooms, machine shops, restaurants . .

. wherever

greases, oils, alcohol, alkalis, most acid solutions, or extra heavy traffic present a maintenance problem.

The practical and time-saving solution to any flooring
problem is a call to the local Kentile Flooring Contractor

HE 0BVIOUS advantages of a certain kind of
flooring in a certain installation are often
outweighed by disadvantages that can be
foreseen only by the expert.To keep posted on
the great number of products and materials
available today would be so time-consuming

KENTILE + SPECIAL KENTILE -

.

KENCORK -

KENTILE Inc.

KENTILE, INC., 58 Second Avenue, Brooklyn 15, New York « 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. « 705 Architects Building, 17th and Sansom
Streets, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania « 1211 NBC Building, Cleveland 14, Ohio « 225 Moore Street, 5.E., Atlanta 2, Georgia « 2020 Walnut
Street, Kansas City B, Missouri « 1440 11th Street, Denver 4, Colorado
Houston 1, Texas « 4501 Santa Fe Avenue, Los Angeles 58, California « 95 Market St., Ockland 4, Calif. « 4

that busy specifiers everywhere are learning
to count on specialists for accurate and up-to-
date information. Such a man is the Kentile
Flooring Contractor. Call on him as often as
you wish...you'll find his extensive background
makes him a valuable addition to your “staff.”

KENTILE RUBBER TILE

« 4532 South Kolin Avenue, Chicugo 32, lllincis « 1113 Vine Street,

2 Statler Building, Boston 16, Mass.
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AUSERMAN

OFFICES « SCHOOLS « LABORATORIES
HOSPITALS « INDUSTRIAL PLANTS

*

"Omld — the non-metallic panel construction which
ombines the best features of oll types of interior partitions—
an exclusive Hausermon development. Ask your Houserman
sresentative for facts about this revolutionary new product,
#Trademark

his office was planned For ifetime adapwlabilify

Here's one office which won’t be caught
short on future expansion plans. Even its
walls are adjustable . . . permanently
strong, rigid, fire- and sound-resistant,
yet capable of being moved or rearranged
in a matter of hours.

Offices are but one of many applications
for Hauserman Movable Interiors. In
laboratories, hospitals, schools and indus-
trial plants, they are establishing new
concepts of lifetime building efficiency.

Although greatly increased demand has
resulted in heavy current production
quotas, expansion of Hauserman facili-
ties already is underway. Meanwhile, by
planning as far ahead as possible, you
will insure delivery and erection of your
clients’ installations on schedule.

Phone your nearby Hauserman Repre-
sentative . . . or write foday to The E. F.
Hauserman Company, 7116 Grant Ave.,
Cleveland 5, Ohio.
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capita), proposed to woo industries with
the juiciest New England bait of all. He
asked his legislature to create a state-owned
development corporation with $1 million
of state funds as capital to buy land, build
new plants and lease them to private indus-
try. The corporation would be empowered
to meet construction costs by a bank loan

secured by a mortgage on both land and
building, plus a lien on the state’s $1 mil-
lion. After the building is built, the state
would assign the lease to the lender bank
as mortgage security. Lease deals would
include a fee in lieu of local taxes, If lend-
ers balked, the state corporation could issue
bonds.

11 Connecticut Cities Spurn Public Hous-
ing; Los Angeles Votes to End Contract

Last year, 70,800 public housing units were
started in the U. S. (a gain of 61% over
1950), while private housing declined
25%. To anti-public housers whe hope
1952 will see the trend change, the new
year brought encouragement. In Connecti-
cut and southern California, local revolts
against public housing broke out. The same
issue figured in both: does public housing
cost recipient cities more than it is worth
to build new schools, utilities, and increase
police and fire protection?

P In Connecticut, 11 cities rejected state
housing grants totaling $10 million for
moderate rental housing:

Darfen ....coc000e $234,000 Milford ......... $2,250,000
Westport .......0t 614,000 Branford ......... 719,000
Ansonia ....iiiie 958,000 Manchester ...... 3,037,000
Bristol iioi.iiiin 750,000 Killingly ......... 489,000
Seymour .....v000 157,000 Southington ...... 587,000
Sprague......vvinee $207,000

Explained James Sheekie, engineer and act-
ing manager of Manchester: “We can’t af-
ford it. The town figured out that cost of
extending sewer and water lines, building
a new school and giving police and fire pro-
tection would be too much. We are going
to take it easy for a few years.” Observed
Editor Alan H. Olmstead of the Manchester
Daily Herald: “For a community like Man-
chester, every million in credit backing for
housing carries with it an obligation to pro-
vide perhaps another $100,000 to $150,000
in new schools immediately. The war and
postwar period has forced many Connecti-
cut towns to evaluate more soberly what
used to be considered the happy prospect of
growth. The typical chamber of commerce
outlook boosting a community . . . has un-
dergone an almost complete reversal in
which the influx of new population is re-
garded almost with dread and in which the
highest community ambition becomes one
of remaining the same size at least for a
breathing spell.” Connecticut officials ear-
marked the spurned $10 million for other
cities, including Bridgeport and Hartford.

Case for the courts. The Los Angeles
fracas began when City Councilman Harold
Harby changed his vote. He explained:
“I find that much of this proposed public
housing is not essentially a slum clearance
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project and buildings will be built on here-
tofore unoccupied territory. When you re-
move the slum clearance element from pub-
lic housing, there is nothing much left but
socialism.”

With Harby’s support, the council then
voted 8-7 for a resolution breaking its $110
million contract with the L. A. Housing
Authority for 10,000 public housing units.
Within hours, public housers petitioned
California’s supreme court to compel Los
Angeles to live up to its contract. Their
argument: the resolution breaking it was
illegal because the contract was originally

adopted by ordinance (Mayor Fletcher
Bowron would veto an anti-public housing
ordinance and the anti-public housing fac-
tion in the council lacked the ten votes re-
quired to override him).

If the public housers suit fails, the L. A.
Housing Authority will sue the city for $12
million already spent for plans and sites.
Anti-public housers, even if they lost in
court, might win by making lenders wary
of buying public housing notes, lest other
councils repudiate them after a shift in
political balance of power. Meanwhile,
Mayor Bowron, steaming mad, fired a 6,000
word denunciation at his council. Snapped
Bowron: “If this is socialism, then so are
the subsidies for builders and bankers.”

STEEL STRIKE would cost build-
ing 10,000 structural tons a day

If Philip Murray’s CIO steelworkers walk
off the job after their 45-day truce expires
Feb. 18 (closing 95% of U. S. steel produc-
tion facilities), the construction industry
will lose some 10,000 tons of heavy struc-
tural shapes per day. That is as much as

The biggest office building deal in U, S, history,
reached its complex climax last month with the
$61 million sale of the Empire State Building to
Henry R. Crown, 53, head of Chicago's Material
Service Corp., and a three-man syndicate, Roger
L. Stevens and Alfred R. Glancy, Jr., of Detroit,
and Ben Tobin, of Hollywood Beach, Fla. Stev-
ens' group had been working on the purchase
since May. It issued $10.5 million in debentures,
got $17 million from the Prudential Insurance
Co. for title to the land, another $15.5 million
from Prudential for a first mortgage on the
building, borrowed $5 million from the estate of
John J. Raskob, the building's principal stock-
holder, for a second mortgage. But the group
needed $561 million (50 million for the building,
$1 million for the 75 attorneys, title experts,
brokers and appraisers involved).

In stepped Crown with the necessary $3 mil-
lion. He thus became chairman of the new
Empire State Bldg. Corp. and owner of its largest
operating interest. The deal was so complicated
it required a dress rehearsal to insure complete
coordination of title exchange and purchase de-
tails at the closing ceremonies in Wall St.'s
Bankers Trust Co. (top photo). After 54 hours,
Prudential’'s N. Y. Chief Donald C. Hulmes (I,

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING sold in 5 hour deal requiring rehearsal

Herald-Tribune

with model), Stevens (g) and Crown had their
-102-story, world's tallest building.

NEWS continved on p. 52




TRANE ADDS /f| NEW PLANTS...

New buildings completed in recent Trane construction program. Arrows indicate: 1) Tool Building, a
separate unit immediately north of the Main Plant, 2) a complete plant for assembly of standard heat
transfer surface, 3) Brazed Aluminum Plant, 4) Special Heat T'ransfer Products Assembly Building.

More Unit Heaters—Plant additions
expansion of unit heater assembl
more heat for army camps ani
plants all over the country.

rmit
ines—
defense

More Unit Ventilaters—With more schools
being built all ovér the nation, demands are
high for the warm, fresh air produced by
Trane Unit Ventilators.

More Fans—Trane introduced a new line of
centrifugal fans a few siort months ago.
Popular acceptance and increased sales make
more manufacturing space necessary.
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TO INCREASE PRODUCTION SPACE

More Room to Manufacture a Complete Line
of Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning Products

Trane builds again. T'o manufacture more and better heating, ventilating and
air conditioning equipment, Trane is completing a major expansion program.
Four new buildings have been added at La Crosse. Total factory space has been
increased substantially. Many workmen have been added to Trane payrolls.

Much of the new space will be used to turn out more Trane products faster.
With defense construction increasing sharply, the demand for standard
Trane heating equipment is at an unprecedented high level. At the same time,
the popularity of recently announced products has required additional capacity
to produce them, More room will, therefore, be devoted to the manufacture
of fans, refrigeration products and special heat transfer equipment.

All the space in one of the new buildings will be used to produce the
dies and jigs used in the manufacture of Trane products. This ultra-modern
tool shop will have twice as much machinery and will, thanks to newest tool
making methods, produce three times as many tools. The new tool .
building will help increase production two ways. It will make more T — o
tools available quickly and on schedule. And, by pre-testing each item, it : - ii
will save hundreds of hours of production time. = B

With these new buildings to expand and improve produetion, Trane is
better able to serve the architect, engineer, contractor and the armed forces
with a complete line of heating, ventilating and air conditioning equipment.

In Canada, Too! Expansion has not been limited to the La Crosse plant. At Toronto, At Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Eastern Manufacturing Division,
Trane Company of Canada, Ltd., has completed a new suburban factory, the first The Trane Company has not only added more manufacturing
step in enlarging and consolidating its manufacturing facilities. space, but also more production equipment.

MANUFACTURING ENGINEERS
OF HEATING, VENTILATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT

More Refrigeration Units—More and more cen-
trifugal and reciprocating compressors will be
made in exira space furnished by the Trane
expansion program.

More Climate Changers—As industry finds
new ways to use air in speeding manufactur-
ing processes, the need for Trane air condi-
tioning units increases.

THE TRANE COMPANY, LA CROSSE, WIS,
Eastern Mfg. Division . . . Scranton, Pa,
Trane Company of Canada, Ltd,, Toronto

OFFICES IN 80 U,S. AND
14 CANADIAN CITIES
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Foster's Flowers, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Architects—Vahiberg & Vahiberg

General Contractor—Frederickson-Parkes
Acoustical Contractor—Harold C. Parker & Co.
Acoustical Tile—Simpson Acoustical Tile mir'd
by Simpson Logging Co.. installed on
Securitee Limited System

SECURITEE
STANDARD
P cup
HE COMPONENT PARTS of any Securitee System®, i Fi é
mechanical attachments for erecting acoustical tile, i

are made from the finest quality materials obtainable.

SECURITEE
LIMITED

gt Pl : - : i SYSTEM

This rigid policing of suppliers, combined with high

standards in the manufacture of the finished product make

Securitee the outstanding suspension system on the market

today. .

Quality in appearance and durability in construction are
two vitally important factors to any architect, designer or
contractor—you get both with Securitee Systems.

See Sweet’s Architectural File or write direct for
complete technical data

NGl HAER'I'EI. & COMPANY

832 West Eastman Street e  Chicago 22, lllinois *T.M. Reg. 11.5. Pat, OFi,
West Coast Distributor FREY & HAERTEL, Inc., 125 Barneveld Ave., San Francisco 24, Calif.

ARCHITECTURAL FORUM




. This remodeled furniture store utilized a Pitisburgh Free-Standing Doorway. Architect: Charles Kendall, High Point, N. C.

Why it's wise to specify
precision-built Pitisburgh Doorways

All this means a sizable reduction

HEN you are faced with the se-
lection of doorways, two im-
portant factors should have your
serious consideration—quality fabri-

in on-the-job costs, as well as highly
satisfactory and dependable door-
way installations. Why not write for

illustrated booklet containing all the
facts? Do it now. Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Company,2011-2Grant Build-
ing, Pittsburgh 19, Pa.

cation and total-installed cost, not
just the list price.

That leads to but one logical con-
clusion: “Pittsburgh Doorways are
by far the wisest choice.”

Factory-assembled to #precision
standards, they reach the job in one
“package.” They eliminate time- and
labor-consuming details of fitting,
locating and calculating in the field.
All that’s required is the unpacking
of the frame, bolting it into the open-
ing and hanging the Herculite Doors,
for whose strength the frames are
especially designed.

Pittsburgh Doorways swing easily always. They can't
get out of line. That's because of the heavy steel con-
struction which reinforces the heavy extruded aluminum .
frame. Note sidelight track in this lower section of the .
frame —an integral part of several standard style Pitts- .
burgh Doorways. The unique Pittco Checking Floor &
Hinge is permanently fixed in its reinforced box.

Filibuwgh D © O RWAY S

CHEMICALS + BRUSHES - PLASTICS

PAINTS - GLASS
G

PITTSBURGH COMPANY

PLATE GLASS
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9
The [V(zmeH O P E S Guarantees

HOSPITAL WINDOWS

Bon Secours Hospital, Methuen, Mass. Curtin & Riley, Architects, Boston
Charles Logue Building Co., Inc., Contractor

HOPE’S WINDOWS, INC., Jamestown, N.Y.

THE FINEST BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD ARE FITTED WITH HOPE'S WINDOWS
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DOUBLE-FLOW AQUATOWER

revolutionizes water cooling in
air conditioning and refrigeration

NEW

COMPARATIVE
HEIGHTS

Double-Flow Aquatower

Producers of
DOUBLE-FLOW TOWERS
AQUATOWERS
VAIRFLO TOWERS
CONVENTIONAL TOWERS
DRICOOLERS
NATURAL DRAFT TOWERS
SPRAY NOZZLES

B

Here, at last, is the “architect’s cooling tower™!
The low contour Double-Flow Aquatower is as un-
obtrusive as it is efficient. It will harmonize with
any architectural style, and on many buildings para-
pet walls will completely conceal the tower. If a
masonry enclosure is desired, it can be built most
economically for this new, lowest cooling tower,

gince a 150-ton unit is only 71 feet high.

The Double-Flow Aquatower too offers many
practical economies; load concentration is mini-
mized, so cost of grillage and support is reduced:
installation is fast and piping is simple: operation
and maintenance require no technical skill.

High efficiency performance is assured by the
design which combines Aquatower simplicity and
the patented Double-Flow principle of one fan utiliz-

The Marley Company, Inc.

222 West Gregory, Kansas City 5, Missouri
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ing air from two completely open sides. This is the
same design used in Marley Double-Flow towers that
cool more gpm the world over than towers of any
other design.

If your plans call for 50 or more tons of refrig-
eration, you will want complete information on this
tower that is a new concept in water cooling. The
coupon below will bring it,

NAMEE L E [} (-

 FIRM

CITY.
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NPA allotted to commercial construction
for the entire first quarter of the year. The
American Institute of Steel Construction
also figures a tie-up would cost other in-
dustries in the U, S, another 5,000 tons of
heavy structural daily. In the overall pic-
ture, 26,400 of the nation’s daily produc-
tion of 220,000 tons of finished steel goes
directly to the construction industry, an-
other 8,800 reaches it through eontractors
and an unspecified amount from ware-
houses — tonnages which run the gamut
from building nails to plumbing pipe to
reinforcing bars.

If there is a strike, non-defense construc-
tion would suffer most in resulting allot-
ment cuts. If a strike is averted by a wage
increase, followed, as seems likely, by a
price increase (from $3 to $9 a ton), not
only would the price of fabricated struc-
turals get an accelerated boost from the in-
creased labor costs in fabrication, but the
wage pattern in steel would probably trig-
ger demands for further increases in the
entire building trade.

WAGE STABILIZATION: first big

crackdown hits VA contractor

The Wage Stabilization Board chose the
building industry for its first major crack-
down, It accused the J. D. Hedin Construc-
tion Company of Washington, D. C,
contractor on a seven million dollar VA
hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan, of pay-
ing some G0 bricklayers $3 per hour
whereas the rate WSB called lawful in
the area was only $2.75.

But at hearings last month before the
WSB Michigan regional enforcement com-
mission, the defense contended it was just
a classic case of the left hand of govern-
ment not knowing what the right was
doing. President Hedin testified that the
Washington WSB itself had approved a
109% increase over the $2.75 ceiling after
union officials told the company it would

BUILDING, MATERIALS COSTS

INDEX 1926+= 100

260 — |Smith, Hinchman and Grylls ——

250 —f

pag—|E. H. Boeckh ond Assodiates (upts.hole 8 office bldgs)

SEEPETNG AT NI s Al e O o

BUILDING MATERIALS prices and cost of con-
struction remained relatively stable at year's
end, showed little variation since September.
Qutlook for the next few months: some inching
upward due to rising labor costs.

have to pay $3 if it expected to get enough
bricklayers. In Washington, VA admitted
that it had been pressing the Hedin Co.
to finish the Ann Arbor hospital within the
time limit set by VA. It also conceded that
a shortage of building workers—particu-
larly bricklayers—was hampering more
than one of its hospital projects. If
Michigan’s WSB enforcement commission
throws the book at the Hedin Company, it
can recommend that the WSB disallow for
income tax deductions the entire amount
of illegal wages paid, not merely the
illegal increase. Insiders think the board
probably will merely rule out the overage.
VA, meanwhile, has changed its policy.
Contractors now set time limits in their
bids. The agency considers speed as a fac-
tor in awarding contracts.

SCHOOL REPORT urges stand-

ardized plans for classrooms

A year ago. New York City’s board of edu-
cation handed Management Consultant
Louis Yavner and Education Expert George
D. Strayer $190,000 to study what’s wrong
with the biggest school system in the
na