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A new age in architecture for

Chicago

Plumbing Fixtures by

RICHMOND
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The Loop gets its first modern
office building in twenty years.
Featured are such architectural
and engineering innovations

as exterior columns, floor to
ceiling windows, steel bearing
piles...and featured too, plumbing
fixtures by RICHMOND. The
styling, quality and lasting
beauty of these fixtures perfectly
complement the newest in
contemporary building design.
And they are engineered to

give year after year of service
with minimum maintenance.
Richmond has a place in your
future projects, whether
commercial, industrial,
institutional or residential. Write
for complete catalog or consult
Sweets Catalog File.

ARCHITECTS - Skidmore
MECHANICAL ENGINEER

OWNER - Inland Steel Co
GENERAL CONTRACTOR~T
PLUMBING WHOLESALER =~
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16 Pearl Street, Metuchen, N, J.

The Fastest Growing Name in Plumbing Fixtures




\rohitectural Forum, '+he magazine of puilding / December 19

o0 Milwaukee’s living memorial
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Architects specify Rotary Oildraulic Elevators to
obtain clean, uncluttered lines in buildings to six stories

Eliminate the unsightly elevator penthouse to im-
prove building design.

Lighten the elevator shaftway construction to save
on building costs.

You can do both when you specify Rotary Oil-
draulic Elevators. This modern operatorless elevator
is moved, supported and controlled by a powerful
oil-hydraulic jack. It's pushed up from below, not
pulled from above.

Lighter, More Economical Shaftway

With no overhead machinery there’s no need for a
penthouse. And weight of the elevator rests on a floor
slab, permitting much lighter and more economical
shaftway construction.

Smooth, quiet, dependable operation is achieved

See our catalog in Sweet’s

by the patented Rotary control valve mechanism.
Automatic floor leveling with %-inch accuracy is
guaranteed, regardless of load.

Elevator Planning Assistance

For rises to 60 feet, Rotary Oildraulic Elevators offer
all the advances of modern vertical transportation
systems at considerable savings in cost. A Rotary
representative will be glad to demonstrate this sav-
ings to you in person, and to prepare complete plans
and speciﬁcations to your requirements.

Sales, installation and service are by factory-
trained personnel in a national distributor organiza-
tion. Mail the coupon for more information or look
for “Rotary Oildraulic” under “Elevators” in the
yellow pages of your phone book.

OILDRAULIC ELEVATORS

Passenger and Freight

Engineered and bullt by
ROTARY LIFT COMPANY
Division of the Dover Corporation
Memphis, Tenn.— Chatham, Ontario
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MAIL FOR DATA FILE

Rotary Lift Co.
1012 Kentucky, Memphis 2, Tenn.

Please send data file on freight [] passenger ]
elevators to:
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THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE NATION'S FINE BUILDINGS ARE SLOAN EQUIPPED
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TISCH HOTELS, INC.
owner

MORRIS LAPIDUS
architect-designer
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LUXURY AT GATEWAY T0 THE AMERICAS

o At Miami Beach, Florida, the luxurious new are 20 smartly appointed bedroom cabanas, and
AMERICANA HOTEL is a sensation in its premiere along the hotel’s private oceanfront are 100 beach
season. This $17 million, truly tropical hostelry, cabanas, each with two dressing rooms and bath.
is rated ““superlative” from entrance driveway to Huge picture windows are used in the lobby to
crowning penthouse. Featured are 475 extra integrate that spectacular area and the lush tropi-
large, richly furnished guest rooms, parlor suites cal landscaping that surrounds the hotel. A series
and de luxe apartments, all with private terraces of elaborate dining areas and a fabulous nightclub
and ocean view. Unique in the Florida scene are  cater to the sophisticated tastes of pleasure-loving
30 lanai suites, each with its own tropical garden, guests. As are thousands of other fine buildings,
private entrance and elevator. Adjoining the the magnificent Americana Hotel is completely
promenade which surrounds the king-size pool equipped with SLOAN Flush vaLvEs.

1]
SLOAN VALVE COMPANY * CHICAGO * ILLINOIS ——=
Another achievement in efficiency, endurance and econ- ;_1_ $

omy is the sLoAN Aect-0-Matic SHOWER HEAD, which is
automatically self-cleaning each time it is used! No clog-
ging. No dripping. Architects specify, and Wholesalers
and Master Plumbers recommend the Act-O-Matic—the
better shower head for better bathing.

Write for completely descriptive folder




Missile and satellite programs create new threats

NORTHEASTERN SECTION of Cleveland’'s
University Circle development will have ex-
tensive parking lots beside the New York
Central tracks so that the main area, served
by loop bus service, can be spared ‘“‘annihila-
tion by asphalt.” Euclid Ave. will be de-
pressed for about 1,000’ to provide for a large
pedestrian plaza overpass (A) between the
big landmark Severance Hall (B) and the
University MHospitals (C). New garden and
high rise apartments (D) would serve the
science, technology and medical area between
Euclid Ave. and railroad. The section on the
other side of Euclid, which includes the Com-
modore Hotel (E) will be developed into two
separate ‘‘liberal arts’ and 'leisure and cul-
tural institutions' areas.
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to renewal funds; reserves down to $49 million

Is federal aid for urban renewal going
to be a casualty of US-Russian competi-
tion in earth satellites and interconti-
nental ballistic missiles ?

Washington observers were divided
last month.

Some who listened to President Eisen-
hower’s special address to the mnation
on the problem of financing stepped-up
scientific and defense programs found
ominous significance in his passages
that said: “In the federal government’s
eivilian activities we shall have to make
some tough choices. Some programs,
while desirable, are not absolutely es-
sential. . . . Savings of the kind we need
can come only through cutting out or
deferring entire categories of work.”

Recalling the several pre-Sputnik
statements and actions of the President
and top White House advisers who have
favored turning the entire responsibil-
ity for urban renewal over to state
and local governments, these observers
feared the President might not ask for
any further urban remewal authoriza-
tions at all in his annual budget mes-
sage to Congress next month. At best,
they anticipated a request for only a
token increase for the next fiscal year,
and a greater drive for rehabilitation
projects, instead of slum clearance and
redevelopment.

Other, more optimistic observers
thought political realities would deter

ED NANO

the administration from taking such
drastic action affecting the nation’s
largest population centers. They thought
it was still possible that the adminis-
tration would propose further aid to
fight blight and decay and help revital-
ize our cities at a rate close to the
current level of $250 million a year for
new authorizations. (Last month fed-
eral project reservations totaled $978
million; project applications awaiting
processing amounted to $223 million;
the net effective sum available for ad-
ditional projects was only $49 million.)

While the administration’s exact pro-
gram would remain a close secret until
the President delivered his budget mes-
sage to Congress, urban interests were
already busy rallying support against
any abandonment or major reduction
in the program. From Washington, the
American Municipal Assn. last month
recommended a continuing program
with federal authorizations up to $500
million a year. The AMA pointed out
that the original 1949 clearance and
redevelopment law was “greatly broad-
ened and enlarged three years ago with
very strong support from the Presi-
dent.” Tt would be a mistake, it de-
clared, to throttle the program “just as
the cities are getting into high gear.”

COMMUNITY PLANNING

Cleveland groups plan
big cultural center

Under an ambitious privately sponsored
program, Cleveland’s east side Univer-
sity Cirecle district will be developed
over the mext 20 years into one of
the nation’s outstanding coordinated
medical, collegiate, and cultural centers.

Thirty-four varied institutions now
have land and buildings valued at $125
million scattered through the area,
which is bisected by busy Euclid Ave.
The three major ones are Western Re-
serve University, the Case Institute of
Technology and University Hospitals.
Among the others are the Museum of
Natural History, Art Museum, Insti-
tute of Art, Mt. Sinai Hospital and the
Garden Center.

The 20-year program to be directed




by the nonprofit University Center De-
velopment Foundation will cost an esti-
mated $1756 million, consisting of $5
million for roads, $30 million for hous-
ing, and $140 million for land and
various other institutional buildings,
parking facilities, landscaping and a
“common core” area.

The master plan for the eventual
488-acre complex was prepared by the
offices of Adams, Howard & Greeley and
Anderson, Beckwith & Haible of Boston,
architects and city planning consultants,
under a grant from Mrs. William G.
Mather and the three largest institu-
tions. A major feature will be a broad
pedestrian plaza over Euclid Ave. (see
cut, p. 5) to help integrate the entire
area into one large coordinated center.
Although plans for specific buildings
and improvements have not been made
yet, the “big three” institutions have
agreed to follow the master plan’s
land-use recommendations to submit
architectural plans for each new build-
ing to a central review board, and to
act jointly on land acquisition and
parking matters.

URBAN RENEWAL

NAHRO convention fights renewal cutback threats,
hears of low-rent plan tied to building-cost bids

The mounting threat of severe cur-
tailment or elimination of US aid for
urban renewal was the topic of greatest
concern at the annual convention of the
National Association of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials in St. Louis.
The “policy” resolutions adopted by
the meeting stressed the need for “a
continuing federal program of sufficient
magnitude to meet the needs of our
cities. To do less is to jeopardize the
social and economic welfare of our great
urban centers.” To improve on the pres-
ent threatened program, NAHRO re-
commended: 1) complete elimination of
the before-or-after “predominantly res-
idential” redevelopment requirement;
2) speedier processes that would allow
project land acquisition and relocation
to be undertaken while redevelopment
plans are still being drawn; and 3)

Philadelphia to start conservation, and a land bank

Philadelphia last month was em-
barked on two significant renewal and
redevelopment projects that other cities
might well observe and emulate:

P With a URA planning advance of
$350,000 (and an $11 million capital
grant reservation), the city started
working in earnest on a 127-acre com-
bination conservation - and - clearance
project for its downtown Center City-
Society Hill area near Independence
Hall. Preliminary plans of the Planning
Commission and the Old Philadelphia
Redevelopment Corp. call for about 65
acres to be cleared and redeveloped pri-
marily for residential use, and 62 acres
to be conserved and rehabilitated. Work
in the latter section will include mod-
ernization and restoration of some
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
buildings in their original architectural
style—in some instances probably with
some public “write down” aid if costs
can only be justified on esthetic
grounds, but not on an economic basis.
» Under a new ordinance, the city also
has established a municipal “land bank”
to spur the development of new indus-
trial plants within the city limits. To do
this it will transfer surplus city real
estate to its Redevelopment Authority,

which, working in cooperation with the
city's Commerce Dept., will then sell or
lease it to acceptable private industries.
New plants will be subject to setback,
landscaping, parking and architectural
controls. Sale or lease proceeds will go
into a revolving fund to aequire other
property, principally in slum or blighted
areas, that can best be redeveloped for
industrial use. The first site suitable for
an industrial park to be transferred to
the Redevelopment Authority is a 113-
acre tract adjoining North Philadelphia
Airport. Eventually the city hopes this
program will convert about 300 acres a
vear into campus-type in-city industrial
centers.

(Meanwhile a Philadelphia metropoli-
tan region study by the University of
Pennsylvania Institute of Urban Stud-
ies warned that too much suburban land
that would be more suitable for indus-
try is now being developed for housing,
thus limiting future economic growth
in outlying areas. The study recom-
mends that Bucks, Delaware, Chester,
and Montgomery Counties take joint ac-
tion to preserve and develop adequate
areas for future industrial growth, as
well as to plan for water and industrial
disposal needs on a regional basis.)

greater U.S. financial aid, in keeping
with a declaration that “urban renewal
is no less important than the [909% fed-
eral assisted] highway program.”

At a redevelopment section meeting,
Chairman Lawrence M. Cox protested
that some local URA officials have been
“discouraging” the
filing of applications
for new projects. Ob-
jecting to such tac-
tiecs and to URA’s
new quarterly alloca-
tion system covering
new project reserva-
tions, William Raf-
sky, Philadelphia’s
development coordi-
nator, suggested that cities insist on
submitting their applications whenever
they are ready, so they would thus effec-
tively demonstrate the real “volume of
unmet need” for renewal funds, in con-
trast to the new authorization amounts
voted by Congress.

President Eisenhower’s proposal for
shifting responsibility for urban re-
newal back to state and local govern-
ments was criticized as entirely unreal-
istic. At a press conference, NAHRO
President Knox Banner said the
Eisenhower plan was ‘“the surest way
renewal could be strangled to death, or
completely ecrippled.” Devising neces-
sary federal-state tax program realloca-
tions would take too long, he explained,
and state acceptance of greater respon-
sibility for aid to cities would be ex-
tremely difficult if not impossible to
obtain in many states with rural domi-
nated legislatures.

At the annual banquet, Gov. George
Leader (D, Pa.), who is a member of
the joint federal-state committee study-
ing the Eisenhower proposals, articu-
lated the NAHRO stand: “I shall op-
pose vigorously any attempt to with-
draw the federal government from its
established areas of responsibility in
redevelopment and housing. To the con-
trary, I believe the federal program, as
we know it, is neither large enough nor
aggressive enough; return of sole re-
sponsibility to the states would be a
death sentence for the struggling cities
of America. . . . We also should quit
playing cat and mouse with urban re-
newal, keeping authorizations at such
starvation levels that each session of

TRIPP




Congress must act to insure a continu-
ing program.”
Other convention highlights:

» A plan to obtain privately built low-
rent redevelopment site housing pro-
posed by W. Beverley Mason Jr., FHA
assistant commissioner for urban re-
newal. Mason would set a fixed land
resale price, and have redevelopers bid
on the construction and ownership of
FHA-backed apartments built to specific
architectural plans obtained by the
local redevelopment agency. Mason once
worked in a contractor’s office, he said,
and he got this idea to have redevel-
opers compete on ‘“building costs”
rather than on land prices from his
observation that “sharp bidding” can
sometimes reduce construction costs “as
much as 10 to 15%.”

b Election of Philip Tripp, executive
director of the New Bedford Housing
Authority since 1941, as president, and
Charles L. Farris, of St. Louis, as first
vice president.

Chicago realtors offer
conservation prizes

To mark its diamond jubilee next year,
the Chicago Real Estate Board launched
a year-long campaign against urban de-
cay. The device: a Better Neighborhood
Crusade that offered $20,000 in prizes
to neighborhood improvement organiza-
tions and community groups that stimu-
lated the most effective block and
neighborhood housing conservation and
rehabilitation programs.

Through Nov. 20, 150 separate
blocks had enrolled in the competition,
and late comers were expected to push
the number close to 200. Last month
each block (which had to be at least
859% residential by area) was “inven-
toried” and photographed by its block
captain and a Real Estate Board mem-
ber. Records were made of the ex-
terior conditions of all buildings on
each block, any apparent housing code
violations, and the conditions of yards,
alleys and vacant lots, ete. From now
through mext August, each block and
community organization will develop
its own improvement campaign and
stimulate individual property owners
to remedy all unwholesome or unap-
pealing conditions. After Sept. 1 each
block will be thoroughly rechecked and
rephotographed, and awards given for
those showing the greatest improve-
ment.
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NAREB meeting is cool to federal renewal program,
but urges help for city apartment construction

At its golden jubilee in Chicago last
month the National Association of Real
Estate Boards registered considerable
concern over many urban problems and
how to solve them, but it virtually
ignored the federal urban renewal pro-
gram.

The realtors’ conspicuous lack of en-
thusiasm for US slum clearance, rede-
velopment and renewal assistance, as a
matter of fact, struck some observers
as almost veiled hostility to it. Presi-
dent Kenneth Keyes in a brief passage
in his annual address, for instance,
pointedly declared that “one of the
most encouraging developments is the
effort now being made by President
Eisenhower and the Joint Federal-State
Action Committee to bring to an end
some of the vast and costly federal
assistance programs.” Even more
pointedly, the formal NAREB ‘“policy”
statement adopted later also “endorsed”
the Eisenhower proposals and “urged”
a study of “the feasibility of surrender-
ing present federal taxes on real estate
conveyances and estates to enable state
and local governments to assume a
much greater degree of responsibility
for slum clearance.”

At a press conference, Keyes said he
was “not well enough informed” to
express an opinion whether the federal
urban renewal program should be con-
tinued, or at what level of further
financial authorizations. He admitted,
however, that there obviously would
be some “risk” that gutting the pro-
gram also might trim federal aid for
the neighborhood conservation and re-
habilitation type of renewal pushed by
NAREB’s Build America Better Com-
mittee. Agreeing that there was no
prospect of achieving NAREB’s reha-
bilitation goal of “No Slums by '60,”
Keyes said this BAB campaign slogan
of 1953 and 1954 had been “overop-
timistic,” and he would not venture any
estimate of when comprehensive slum
elimination might be achieved. He does
feel, however, that progress is being
made, and that the nation’s slums no
longer are growing faster than they
are being eradicated—although he re-
gretted he could not say this was so
in his own city of Miami.

In an address to rally support for the
Build America Better rehabilitation
drive, BAB Chairman Walter S. Dayton
declared that “blight has become the
nation’s Number One domestic economic
problem.” As a result, he added, “real-

tors who do not get into the rehabilita-
tion field are overlooking a top-notch
business bet. . . . Rehabilitation of old
homes is the best business opportunity
in the US today.” Later Dayton ex-
plained to reporters that his own office
does not contemplate entering this
lucrative field because it is located in
Bayside, Queens, a part of New York
City on the “north shore of Long Is-
land” that has no slums.

The realtor’s policy statement op-
posed any further U.S. public housing
funds, and said FHA’s relocation aid
programs are “proving adequate.”

Construction of more privately owned
rental housing in cities, however, was
one urban problem on which the real-
tors did seek greater federal assistance.
On this score their “policy” statement
said: “The need grows more acute,
particularly in the large urban centers.
It is not being met because the inade-
quacies in existing financing methods
discourage investment in, and construc-
tion of rental housing. We call upon
Congress and appropriate agencies to
consider these inadequacies, and urge
approval and implementation of a pro-
gram to insure financing of privately
owned rental housing.”

In this connection, FHA Commis-
sioner Mason told a press conference
that rental housing had suffered from
tight money and from too many “re-
strictions” imposed on builders through
FHA charter requirements. On an en-
couraging note, he reported that FHA
was considering two remedies: 1) a
much less restrictive charter, and 2)
a plan that “might allow a builder to

continued on p. 9

ADAMS & FRANK

INDUSTRY LEADERS at annual award din-
ner of the Society of Industrial Realtors during
NAREB convention included (I to r): Neele
E. Stearns, president of the Crane Co.; Phila-
delphian Harold B. Hess, new president of
SIR, and Lester C. Rogers, of Chicago, na-
tional AGC president.
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>‘ in Prudential Building,
Matching wainscot panels are included with Milcor Type "'B"" Standard Wall Unit, ‘

Milcor Standard Wall Units

reduce construction costs

There are clean, space-saving Milcor Wall Units
for every modern interior. They have built-in
window trim and integral enclosures for convectors,
radiators, and air-conditioning equipment.

Milcor Wall Units can also be fabricated to
individual job details. You can specify width,
height, depth . . . gauge of steel (either Ti-Co
galvanized or black steel) . . . and front-
panel construction required for free air
circulation and accessibility. Units are
available as factory-welded assemblies or
knocked-down for assembly on the job.

A sales engineer from our nearest branch
can help you solve problems in this
specialized field.

Consult the Milcor Metal Trim Catalog in
Sweet’s (Section 12a/InL) — or write for
your copy. Ask for Catalog 102.

MIZCOR WALL UNITS

MM

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY

Dept. X, 4031 West Burnham Street » Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin

ATLANTA ® BALTIMORE ® BUFFALO ® CHICAGO ® CINCINNAT] ® CLEVELAND & DALLAS ® DENVER ¢ DETROIT #
LOS ANGELES & MILWAUKEE = MINMEAPOLIS @ NEW ORLEANS & NEW YORK = ST. LOUIS.
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erect a project with practically no in-
vestment, but receive practically no re-
turn—until the mortgage was paid off
and he had an attractive long-term
capital gain.”

At a Brokers Institute session, Harry
Fath, of Cincinnati, deseribed an off-
beat downtown problem. In appraising
a commercial garage recently, he re-
lated, he found that it could now
accommodate only
two of today’s bigger
cars, instead of
three, in each 22’
bay between col-
umns, thus cutting
its efficiency and in-
come approximately
one-third, and its
valuation for garage

GRAVES purposes. Institute
President Robert B. Collins, of Tulsa,
also told of another modern day auto-
highway phenomenon: some workers in
his area are now regularly commuting
75 to 100 mi. each way daily by auto.

For their 1958 national president the
realtors elected H. Walter Graves, of
Philadelphia, a dark horse who beat
out his close and intimate friend C.
Armel Nutter, of adjoining Camden,
N.J., who had come to the convention
with a large majority of state delega-
tions in his corner. Graves was NAREB
treasurer from 1948 to 1953, and this
year headed its (legislative) Realtors
Washington Committee.
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PUBLIC BUILDING

Revised plans OK’d for
St. Louis arch park

The tangle of problems that has held up
for ten years development of Eero
Saarinen’s memorial arch on St. Louis’
historic waterfront seemed closer to
golution than ever before last month.
Representatives of all parties concerned
—city and federal officials, railroad ex-
ecutives and the architect—had met and
agreed on a revised plan for the Mis-
sissippi River site that represented a
big step toward project fruition.
Recently the biggest stumbling block
to getting started on the river-front
park site for the 600" stainless steel
arch was the balkiness of the Missouri
Pacific and Terminal railroads to go
along with Saarinen’s original plan to
relocate their tracks in a tunnel under
the full length of the park. That plan
would have cost an estimated $14 mil-
lion. Now Saarinen and the National
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Park Service have devised a plan that
calls for only three short tunnels and a
tree-screened open cut for the tracks.
The cost for this would only be about
$5 million—and the federal government
has already agreed to put up $1,875,000
toward relocation of the tracks as part
of its total $5 million contribution.

Now, all concerned are doubling their
efforts to decide how the rest of the
track relocation costs will be divided
among the city and the two railroads,
and to get the arch and its river-front
setting finished by 1964—the year of
St. Louig’ 200th anniversary.

APARTMENT BUILDING

Record Chicago loan made
on Greenwald buildings

To get the long-stalled housing section
of New York’s Pratt Institute Title
I redevelopment project moving last
spring, the city’s Slum Clearance Com-
mittee drafted Chicago Redeveloper
Herbert S. Greenwald to take over and
expedite it. He immediately proceeded
with the first portion of the project,
three sixteen-story buildings designed
for the original sponsor by Architect
S. J. Kessler, and expects to have the
first units in this, renamed Willoughby
Walk, ready for occupancy in about six
months. For the second portion, to be
renamed The Quadrangles, he now has
Mies van der Rohe designing four 20-
story structures with Kessler as his
associate.

Meanwhile Greenwald is proceeding
apace with the first units of his Lafa-
yvette Park (formerly Gratiot) redevel-
opment apartments in Detroit, also de-
signed by Mies (ForuM, Mar. '57).
Back at hizs home base in Chicago this
fall, Greenwald and his associate Sam-
uel L. Katzin closed two record mort-
gages aggregating $11 million on the
four air-conditioned, glass-walled tow-
ers they have erected overlooking Lake
Michigan, designed by Mies in associa-
tion with the Chicago firm of Friedman,
Alschuler & Sincere. Two of these are
at 900 Lake Shore Dr., the two others
recently completed and still receiving
their first tenants (see cut) at 2800
Sheridan Rd. Said Maurice Nelson,
Chicago office city mortgage depart-
ment supervisor for the Equitable Life
Assurance Society: “We believe this
to be the largest conventional financing
ever made for new apartment construe-
tion in Chicago.”

ARDRICH -BLESSING

NEWEST MIES CHICAGO APARTMENTS

Court delays Zeckendorf
deal on Wall St.

An involved plan of Realty Promoter
William Zeckendorf for the sale and
prospective repurchase of the large 71-
story 40 Wall St. building, New York's
fourth highest, was temporarily stymied
last month by minority stockholders of
the owning corporation, of which Webb
& Knapp, headed by Zeckendorf, re-
cently gained stock control.

Led by nationally kmown Mortgage
Broker George W. Warnecke, minority
stockholders of 40 Wall St. Building
Ine. went into court to block a proposal
to offer this financial distriet landmark
at auction at this time for a minimum
of $15 million, and the prospect of
W & K then buying it in its own name
for that sum from the corporation that
it already controls. The 40 Wall
minority stockholders say this price
would bring them only $25 per share
upon liquidation, and complain that a
tender of $39 a share by Webb & Knapp
was closed hastily as soon as W & K
had acquired a two-thirds controlling
stock interest and many stockholders
had no opportunity to tender their
stock at that price. (Previously W & K
had offered $32.50 per share.)

In an affidavit supporting the suit,
three 40 Wall directors assert that the
proposed sale would not be in the in-
terest of the present corporation and its
stockholders, but only Zeckendorf,
W & K and the Chase Manhattan Bank,

continued on p. 12
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Raintight Clampmatic Vacu-Break—a fusible or nonfusible
switch completely weather-proof. Ratings from 30 to 200 amps.

Junior Clampmatic Vacu-Break—a high-quality, fusible,
general-purpose switch. Ratings range from 30 to 600 amps.

Master Clampmatic Vacu-Break—unequaled for quality,
dependability and performance. A fusible or nonfusible heavy=
duty disconnect for applications up to 1200 amps.

Get safety firsts with Clampmatic Vacu-Break Safety Switches

Three exclusive safety firsts are the mark of all BullDog switches.
They assure top efficiency and performance . . . bring extra
protection and longer life.

Vacu-Break® arc control, for one, smothers arcs instantly . . .
minimizes burning and pitting. Unique Clampmatic® action
provides bolt-tight contact pressure. And the dependable Bull-
Dog switch mechanism guarantees positive switching.

In every way—for any application, one of BullDog's big 3 safety
switches will meet your exact requirements. And with less
maintenance. Your electrical contractor or BullDog field engineer
can give you all the facts. © BEPCO

BullDog Electric Products Company, Detroit 32, Michigan = A Division of I-T-E Circuit
Breaker Company + Export Division: 13 East 40th St., New York 16, N.Y. In Canada:
BullDog Electric Products Co. (Canada), Limited, 80 Clayson Rd., Toronte 15, Ontario.

IF IT'S NEW...IF IT'S DIFFERENT...IF IT'S BETTER...IT'S

BULLDOG

ELECTRIC PRODUCTS COMPANY
A DIVISION OF I-T-E CIRCUIT BREAKER COMPANY
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The National Biscuit Company has selected
MILLS MOVABLE PARTITIONS for its new
General Office at 425 Park Avenue, New York.
Occupying six stories, these offices contain 6000
lineal feet of MILLS MOVABLE PARTITIONS.
At the left are photographs of the offices
showing the versatility and adaptability of the
partitions. Write for catalog: The Mills Company
937 Wayside Road Cleveland 10, Ohio.
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“which is aiding them and is to be the
prime beneficiary of this maneuver.”
This affidavit says the bank has a 17-
year lease at $1 million a year in 40
Wall St., but would be released from
it without penalty by W & K as soon as
the bank is prepared to move into its
60-story headquarters tower (FoRUM,
Apr. ’'57) being erected in the next
bloek. In an affidavit in reply, Zecken-
dorf admits that W & K has an agree-
ment to release the bank from its lease

“without cost”—if and when W & K
gains control of the building in its own
name. He also asserts that all stockhold-
ers were given a “reasonable oppor-
tunity” to sell above the market.

In temporarily barring the sale of
the structure last month, the court
pointed out that it was not ruling on
the allegation of “self-dealing or spe-
cial advantage” in the proposed sale,
but “sufficient evidence has been shown
to call for proof at a trial.”

Special lift for VIPs®

Recordlift systems provide fast,
inter-floor document delivery

*VIPs — Very Important Papers
— are the lifeblood of every busi-
ness. Policies, deeds, files, con-
tracts, invoices and countless other
papers must pass from person to
person . . . office to office. And in
multi-story buildings, there's no bet-
ter way to assure rapid, safe, inter-
floor handling of these papers
than with Standard's Recordlift.

In a single day, a Recordlift
conveying system can distribute
tons of mail, business papers and
office supplies floor-to-floor auto-
matically. Its speed and con-
venience cut handling time . . .
permit uninterrupted coordina-
tion of related departments, re-
gardless of location. And the
Recordlift is easy to operate. All
you do is load a container and

push a button designating the
proper floor . . . the container ar-
rives at its destination in just
a few minutes.

For full details, write STAND- |
ARD CONVEYOR COMPANY, J
General Office: North St. Paul 9,
Minnesota. Sales
and service in prin-
cipal cities. Ask for
Bulletin 150. Ad-
dress Dept. BB-12.

BRAVITY & POWER
CONVEYORS

MISCELLANY

Wright, Sandburg steal
Chicago Dynamic show

Chicago, its billion dollar building
boom and its history as a center of a
genuine American architectural style,
was the focus of a lively week-long
building and design conference last
month. The conference, called Chicago
Dynamic, was sponsored by US Steel,
which enlisted two of Chicago’s—and
the nation’s—leading professional per-
sonalities to spark the proceedings. But
the two, Frank Lloyd Wright and Poet
Carl Sandburg, so dominated the show
that not only the other participants
but Big Steel’s mild pitch for steel cur-
tain walls was largely lost midst the
rumblings of the great minds.

Sandburg spent some time taking a
fresh look at the city he called 41 years
ago, “The City of the Big Shoulders.”
After drifting over Chicago in a heli-
copter, cruising through it by boat and
car, and finally casing it on foot, Sand-
burg tossed off a loose-jointed combina-
tion of his old poetry and some new
prose singing the praises of the city,
steel and the material elements of what
he called “our fat-dripping prosperity.”
(Also see Excerpts, p. 171.)

Before sounding the traditional
poet’s warning against complaceney and
conformity, Sandburg momentarily
brushed his best form with a stirring
bit of imagery. “Everything in the past
died yesterday; everything in the fu-
ture was born today. The future so
terribly real waits where it cannot be
seen and sometimes comes rushing at
us like a wind. What does history say
of tomorrow? History says tomorrow
waits with a big broom.”

The biggest broom-wielded curmud-
geon style at Chicago Dynamie was
octogenarian Wright. He first appeared
with Sandburg and Anglo-American
journalist Alistair Cooke on a television
show. Cooke asked Wright if there was
“anything essentially dynamic about a
skyseraper?” Answered Skyscraper-
Architect Wright, “I think not. I think
there’s something in the human spirit
that loves something tall and the idea
of a tall building is very beautiful. But
I think it's degenerated to a mere ex-
aggeration of the box . . . these frames,
steel rolled into lumber and framed
into these tall edifices. And then they
bring in the paper hanger and hang a
facade on them. I don’t think we can

continued on p. 14




for the new Brooklyn S preme Court Bu

32-88 square ceiling
unit for corridors. ..

Architects: Shreve, Lamb & Harmon Associates two 100 watt lamps.
Electrical Contractor: John G. Hellman Co. Consulting Engineers: Syska & Hennessy, Inc.

N. Y. C. Commissioner of Public Works: Frederick H. Zurmuhlen

Your mc Philben representative will be
happy to give you full details about these
or other mc Philben special purpose lighting
units. Consult him or send this coupon for
individual specification sheets.

mc PHILBEN LIGHTING COMPANY

1329 Willoughby Avenue, Brooklyn 37, New York
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37-65 new wall bracket

for stairways and mirror
lighting . . , two 15 watt
fluorescents.

45E-8 directional sign
for wall installation , ..
one 8 watt fluorescent.

3
recessed downlight for
outside canapies, shower
rooms, vestibules ...
one 150 watt lamp.

The superb new Brooklyn Supreme Court Building features
lighting by mc Philben throughout. From lobbies to boiler rooms,
hallways to lavatories, auditoriums to prison cells, special
purpose mc Philben units meet exact specifications.

Permanent satin finish ... maintenance-free operation...
durability . . . precisely engineered optics... these are some of
the inherent advantages of mcPhilben cast aluminum lighting
units. For nearly half a century, mcPhilben special purpose
fixtures have contributed to the illumination and decor of
America’s most beautiful public buildings.

l....lll'l..l.lll.Il‘Illlll.l‘ll'..lllll.l.‘.

-
2 mcPhilben Lighting Co.
« 1329 Willoughby Ave., Brooklyn 37, N. Y.
. Yes, send me individual specification sheets on the following
: lighting units:
- 43-24 O 37-65 O] 45E-6 [ 32.88 O
< Reserve a copy of your new catalog 58/1 for me O
+ Name
* Company
« Address
= City
f
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call that really architecture because it’s
not permanent.”

Wright also lashed out in other diree-
tions: “If you look at New York when
you come into the harbor you see a
great series of fingers threatening the
sky. All there for one single purpose—
rent. All competing with each other for
one sole benefit—rent. None of it
planned. It has been a negation of all
of the human attributes that should
make buildings beautiful because build-

ings are not humanly expressive.”

As usual, Wright didn’t aim all his
harpoons at architecture. Of American
culture he said: “Americans cannot
claim a culture of their own.” Of auto-
mobiles: “The only thing mobile about
an automobile today is the name and
perhaps the engine. It’s a ferryboat
coming down the street gnashing its
teeth at you.” Of Sputnick: “I’'m totally
unable to get excited about Sputnick
because I'd like to see something of the

ONE-PIECE INTEGRAL UNIT
deck-top, receptor and fountain
in lightweight, tough fiberglass.
Golor, too, at no extra cost.
Look-no rims, no cracks, no
joints. It's all One Piece for
ultimate ease of maintenance

and sanitation.

Get the full story: write for detail

sheets for Series 2500. A drinking
fountain separate from main receptor
is provided on Series 2700
“two receptor” units, to meet code

requirements of certain localities.

14

DRINKING FAUCET CO.

1443 FOURTH STREET (Since 1909) BERKELEY 10, CALIFORNIA

HAWS Series 2500
for versatile
schoal applications.

human spirit and the soul characteristic
of a beautiful expression of human na-
ture rather than this triumph of the
scientists. I think scientists have
pushed us to the edge . . .”

The following day, a special forum
gathered to tackle the topic “Can Good
Architecture Pay Off.” Setting the
stage was ForRUM Publisher Ralph D.
Paine Jr., who pointed out that almost
all of the half-trillion dollars to be
spent on building in the next ten years
would be spent “in and around cities.”
But, said Paine, while the city “has re-
established its pre-eminence as the
logical location for industry and the
logical location for business, it has
failed as a place to live . . . The chal-
lenge to the city is to attract back a
few millions of commuting suburban-
ites who really prefer the city, who
would happily return, if ecity living
could once again provide the amenities
they have lost.”

Participating in this forum were Chi-
cago Planning Commissioner Ira Bach;
Realtor Arthur Rubloff; Theodore V.
Houser, board chairman of Sears, Roe-
buck; Otto Nelson, vice president of
New York Life, and the irrepressible
Wright. After some fairly orderly dis-
cussion of the challenge of the future,
and how various of the panelists would
meet it, Wright picked up where he had
left off the night before. “My feeling
is that people of the city are going to
give up the city in its present form or
give up the car.”

In a backhanded poke at urban re-
newal, Wright added : “[Centralization]
is growing rapidly to be an impediment
to the good life of the American peo-
ple, and I don’t believe in patching and
fixing and fussing very much. I believe
in finding the line of progress, of
growth, going to the roots. . . . With our
advantages the curse should have been
taken off living in the country. The
farmer should be an aristocrat today.”

Ultimately, the panel seemed to agree
that the city—certainly Chicago—was
dynamic, was worth saving, and could
be saved if architects, businessmen,
realtors, and just people wanted to save
it badly enough. But before the whole
thing was over, panelists and hosts
alike realized that the show had been
stolen by Sandburg and Wright. Cur-
tain walls, architecture, and even Chi-
cago itself had to take a back seat to
the white-haired wisemen as they pulled
off a headline-grabbing coup. Said
iconoclast Wright in an unrehearsed,
unscheduled quip to Sandburg as they
ended their television stint: “We’d bet-
ter get out of here, Carl, before some-
body starts telling the truth.”




JENKINS PRACTICAL PIPING LAYOUTS
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How to plan piping for

In the increased construction of skating
rinks during recent years, a closed system
with a balance tank located at its highest
point has been commonly installed. The
piping layout presented here utilizes
such a system.

REFRIGERATION

BRINE MiX TANK
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TOWER
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Diagram by Huxley Madeheim
Consulting Engineer
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This system is suitable for any of the
common brines. Calcium chloride brines
are the most common, but others of a
non-corrosive nature are frequently used.
The cooling medium, which is circulated
in the rink coils to freeze the water into
ice, is usually chilled by a multiple
Ammonia or Freon refrigeration installa-
tion like the system in the diagram. Coils
carrying the ice-making brine are gen-
erally 1” or 14" iron or steel pipe on 4"
centers, with welded connections. Each
coil loop is shown with a globe valve for
control and shut-off at one end. A gate
valve provides for shut-off and complete
isolation of the individual coil at the
other end. Each coil has an air vent,

Either or both of the two brine pumps
may be used, depending on specific con-
ditions and requirements, In addition to
the brine circuit, the cooling water circuit
to the condenser and compressors is
diagrammed. Ordinarily, valves in this
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W here gate valves are specified for shut-
ofl services, rising spindle types, which
indicate wedge position, have been chosen.

The sturdy Jenkins Fig. 241 0.5. & Y.
U-Bolt all-iron gate, is favored by engi-
neers and contractors for corrosive brine
systems. Jenkins Fig. 106-A renewable
composition disc bronze globe valve is
recommended for installation on individ-
ual coils, brine coil air vents, and for
other regulatory services where accurate
flow control and drop-tight closure are
essential.

To assure efficiency in the job when
planning any major piping installation,
consult with accredited piping engineers
and contractors, and select your valves
from the Jenkins Catalog.

Enlarged diagram and full deseription of
this layout No. 79 free on request to
Jenkins Bros., 100 Park Ave., New York 17,
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Architects give old building new beauty
With Stainless Steel and Porcelain Enamel Curtain Wall

Colorful, lightweight curtain walls of Armco Stainless Steel and porcelain enamel on
Armco Enameling Iron combine to solve problems in “face-lifting” design.

Architects: Van Buren, Ayers & Blackburn
Porcelain Enamel: Davidson Enamel Products, Inc.

Stainless Steel: The Michaels Art Bronze Co., Inc.
The J. T. Edwards Co.

New facade on the general office of
White Castle System, Inc., dramatically
illustrates how stainless steel and porce-
lain enamel can be combined to give an
old building a bright new look.

The architects faced many problems:
Building face was out of plumb; floor
lines weren't level; walls had to be light
because footing-details had been lost. In
addition, business had to go on during
construction.

But according to architects Van Buren,
Ayers and Blackburn, the combination of
design latitude, adaptability, lightweight,

ARMCO STEEL CORPORATION

Colorful blue porcelain
enamel panels are empha-
sized by lustrous stainless
steel mullions, muntins and
window frames. Doors, en-
trance, coping and interior
trim are also stainless.

\ e e B
General Office, White Castl

ease of fabrication and assembly offered
by stainless steel-porcelain enamel
curtain walls provided an economical,
practical solution for this complex job.
Construction was completed rapidly.
Work was shut off from the operating
business offices by a simple partition only
three feet back of the existing wall.

Assures Client Satisfaction

On new construction or remodeling,
early occupancy, durability and low
maintenance costs readily convince

2397 CURTIS STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OHIO

SHEFFIELD DIVISION « ARMCO DRAINAGE & METAL PRODUCTS, INC.  THE ARMCO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION

clients of the long range benefits of stain-
less steel and porcelain enamel curtain
walls. In this case, the client was “pre-
sold.” White Castle System has been
using porcelain enamel and stainless
steel in their restaurants for more than
27 years.

You can give your clients the advan-
tages of curtain wall panels made of
porcelain enamel on Armco Enameling
Iron in a structural grid of Armco Stain-
less Steel. For more information on these
and other Armco Special Steels for Archi-
tecture, write us at the address below.

-0
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Herbert Matter

Florence Knoll's significant designs based on parallel b

KNOLL ASSOCIATES, INC. FURNITURE AND

May we send you an illustrated brochure?

rivet construclion system. Durable “"Sarano” uﬁhol;iery.

, 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22




SPECIFY

BESTWALL

GLASS-FIBERED
PLASTER

—JOB-TESTED AND
PROVEN SUPERIOR !

Bestwall Glass-Fibered Plaster—a revolutionary new concept
in plaster—has won enthusiastic acceptance from plasterers
in the field.

Job-tested on buildings throughout the Middle West, Bestwall
has clearly established its points of superiority over ordinary
plasters fibered with sisal or hemp:

® [ts filaments of Fiberglas* weigh only 1/150 to 1,200 as much
yet are as strong on an equal basis as many steels

® It contains 30 to 40 times as many fibers

® s glass fibers are cut to uniform., controlled length, as con-
trasted with the random 14 to 4 and 5-inch lengths of sisal
or hemp fibers

® It's faster, smoother, cleaner and more economical to work
with on the job

Bestwall has excellent spreading and darbying properties. There
are no long fibers to foul up mixer blades or build up on box,
hoe or hod. There is no balling of fibers on walls to require
backtracking and smoothing, There are fewer plaster droppings.
The even distribution of uniform fibers in Bestwall provides
better keying on both metal and perforated gypsum lath—
insures a better base for the finish coat. Bestwall dries strong,
hard and highly resistant to impact and cracking.

With all its fine-quality characteristics, and the savings it makes
possible on the job, Bestwall Glass-Fibered Plaster costs no
more than other fibered plasters. Here is an efficient, economical,
base-coat plaster which eliminates the need for specifying extra-
fibered or double-extra-fibered plasters on any job. For com-
plete specification details, contact the Bestwall Certain-teed
Sales Office nearest you.

*Trademark OCFCorp.

SALES OFFICES:

Manufactured by Bestwall Gypsum Company—sold through

BESTWALL CERTAIN-TEED SALES CORPORATION

120 East Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, Pa.
EXPORT DEPARTMENT: 100 East 42nd St., New Yark 17, N.Y.

ATLANTA, GA. DALLAS, TEXAS
CHICAGO, ILL. DES MOINES, IOWA
CHICAGO HTS., ILL. DETROIT, MICH.
CLEVELAND, OHIO EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.

We have designated all of our
fibered plaster 1o be glass-
fibered, since our men all say
that it handles easier under the
trowel and keeps a more uni-
form surface, while the tenders
don’t have trouble with the
fibers collecting on the blades
of the mixer.

Hurd & Simmons,
Waterloo, Iowa

Our experience with this material
which was used on metal lath and
clay tile was entirely satisfactory.
The glass-fibered plaster applied
smoother than manila-fibered
plaster. There were no balls or
clumps of fiber in the plaster. It
rodded and darbied better than
manila-fibered.

Stanley J. Sleichert,
Chicago, Il

This is to commend you on yow
fine new produet, glass-fibered plas-
ter. After having used several
hundred bags of your glass-fibered
plaster in lien of manila-fibered
plaster, we have noted several quali-
ties about it that are definite ad-
vantages to the plastering industry.

Lee Bros. Contractors,
St. Louis, Mo.

JACKSON, MISS. WILMINGTON, DEL,
KANSAS CITY, MO. RICHMOND, CALIF
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. TACOMA, WASH.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH




This is New KENTILE® Asphalt Tile

So decidedly improved it makes other asphalt
tile seem old-fashioned! Gives you a finer,
smoother surface--greater light reflectance
--and brighter colors than ever before!

K[E[Nfo[1[L[EMFILIOJOIR]S]

available in Asphalt tile, Vinyl Asbestos, Solid Vinyl, Cushion-back
Vinyl, Rubber and Cork tile...over 150 decorator colors!
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SPECIFICATIONS:
SIZE: 9"x9"

THICKNESSES:

1/8"; 3/16" for extra~-heavy
commercial duty
(marbleized only)

COLORS:

Marbleized == 21
Carnival -=- 16
Corktone -= 4

New Random Tones in green,
gray, and rose.

APPLICATION:

Can be installed on any smooth
interior surface, even concrete
in contact with the earth.




Tile Contractors. Tile Description: Pearl Shadowflash, Sea Blue, Cascade,
Blue Granite, Azure Textone and Deen Blue with inserts of Glazed Royal Blue, Glazed Red Raspberry and ‘Glazed Crocus Yellow in 1- 1/16™ Squares, straight jolnt Color Plate 371

Mexico Elementary School, Mexico, New York: Ketchum-Miller-Arnold, Architects. Stearns & Bergstrom, Inc.,

The use of ceramic tile on exterior walls is one of the significant architectural
trends of this decade. Here, the ageless colors and patterns possible in

ceramic tile create an outstanding decorative feature for a school exterior.

Our Design Department
at Olean is experienced
merican-Olean TiLe covpany

for special tile treatments,
CERAMIC MOSAIC DESIGN DEPARTMENT, OLEAN, N.Y.

in conjunction with the
architect’s plans. We will

be glad to assist you EXECUTIVE OFFICES AT LANSDALE, PA.+ FACTORIES: LANSDALE, PA. » OLEAN, N.V.
DXL FONE S PR ACE MEMBER: TILE COUNCIL OF AMERICA » PRODUCERS' COUNCIL




A roundup of recent and significant proposals

UTICA ART MUSEUM

Faced with the problem of de-
signing a new museum to blend
with an existing house (circa
1852) and two carriage houses,
Philip Johnson came up with
a classically simple four-story
rectangle. The new museum,
part of the Munson-Williams-
Proctor Institute in Utica,
N.Y.,, will be of pier-and-
beam construction, its walls
suspended from eight giant
concrete piers. Associate arch-
itects: Bice & Baird, Utica.

H. ERNEST KING
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ADDITION TO FAMOUS NEWSPAPER BUILDING

Since 1930, the Daily News
building has been a New York
architectural landmark. A $20
million expansion and moderni-
zation will add an 18-story
annex and five stories to the

} existing plant section. Harri-

son & Abramovitz designed the
additions (shown in light
gray) to repeat the wvertical
lines of the Raymond Hood-
John Mead Howells original.

JET-AGE UMBRELLA

Four interacting vaults of thin
shell concrete will form a 300
shelter over TWA passengers
at New York’s Idlewild Air-
port. The two cantilevered
lateral vaults soar up to 54.
Moving sidewalks inside the
terminal’s “fingers” will carry
passengers to boarding areas
at a speed of 120/ per minute.
Architects: Eero Saarinen &
Associates; Ammann & Whit-
ney, structural engineers. This
project will be reported more
fully in the January ForuM.
—ED.
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MOULLN STUDIDS

QUILTED CONCRETE

Recognizing the publie rela-
tions value of an outstanding
building, Parke-Davis & Co.
will erect a radically different
warehouse and branch office
in Menlo Park, Calif. The
poured concrete roof, resem-
bling a giant quilt, will rest
on six interior columns and
solid conerete walls. The archi-
tect, Minoru Yamasaki, de-
signed a concrete podium to
lift the one-story building 4
above ground to highway level.

IBM BRANCH OFFICE

Another IBM building, this one
a branch office in Hartford,
Conn., will be completed in
July, 1958. Pedersen & Tilney
of New York designed the six-
story - and - basement office
structure with Prof. Alexander
Kouzmanoff as design consul-
tant. The new building will
provide 76,000 sq. ft. of space.

GREIGH

SQUARE, SQUARE-ROOM SCHOOL

Eight classrooms in this 110
x 110° parochial school in
Fox Lake, Chicago suburb, will
all be square too, according to
Belli & Belli, Chicago archi-
tects. Walls will be heat-ab-
sorbent glass. Steel framing
will be used to trim costs by
speeding construction. Center
of the square is an open court
usable as an outdoor classroom.

GLASS-MASONRY FEDERAL TOWER FOR NEW ORLEANS

In a joint venture, three New
Orleans architectural offices
participated in the designing
of that city’s new Post Office
and Federal Office Building:
Freret & Wolf; August Perez
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& Associates, and Favrnt,
Reed, Mathes & Bergman. The
$20.6 million lease-purchase
structure will have a two-story
postal section and 14-story of-
fice tower with sunshades.

WEST COAST'S TALLEST

The 40-story Freeway Center
building in Los Angeles
(right) will be the West's
tallest, according to Richard
L. Dorman & Associates, archi-
tects, who designed it for
Realty Owner Joan M. Stahl.
Costs are estimated at $23.8
million. Floor area: 720,000 sq.
ft. Parking: 1,000 cars.

NEW JERSEY HOME FOR THE CHRONICALLY ILL

A $3 million home for the
chronically ill, to be known as
the Daughters of Israel Pleas-
ant Valley Home, will provide
medical and nursing care for
150 patients in West Orange,
N.J. Kelly & Gruzen designed

the two-level home, separated
into five U-shaped units. Each
unit will have its own dining
areas, visitors’ rooms, and
other facilities. A six-sided
synagogue and Hall of Remem-
brance will be in the garden.




RED BRICK-AND-ALUMINUM STATE COLLEGE

An entirely new campus for
Harpur College, the liberal
arts section of the State Uni-
versity of New York, is under
construction in Vestal, N.Y.

The $15 million campus was
designed by Moore & Hutchins
associated with C. W. Larson,
state architect, and O. J. Tee-
gen, state university architect.

HILLTOP HEADQUARTERS

The National Life Insurance
Co. is building a mnew home
office—its seventh since 1850—
on a hill overlooking Mont-
pelier, Vt. Hoyle, Doran &
Berry of Boston designed the
five-story main offices, with a
two-story wing.

BRICKS IN BOSTON

Boston’s first new downtown
building since 1929 will be
built by the Travelers Insur-
ance Companies. The blue-and-
white glazed brick exterior, 16
stories high, will be topped by
the ecentral utility section.

Architects: Kahn & Jacobs.

Projects

cont'd

MICHIGAN STATE'S NEW ART CENTER

Financed by a $1.5 million
gift from the Kresge Founda-
tion, Michigan State Univer-
sity’s art center will provide
not only an art gallery but
also two lecture rooms, 19

classroom-studios, and seven
small offices. The three-story
main building and its gallery
wings will overlook the Red
Cedar River, East Lansing.
Architect: Ralph R. Calder.

CALIFORNIA SCHOOL FOR CHRYSLER DEALERS

In full operation, Chrysler's
West Coast training center
will turn out 4,000 dealer
salesmen and 1,600 dealer ser-
vicemen each year. The center,
designed by James H. Lang-
enheim of Pereira & Luckman,

will be built on an ll-acre site
in Anaheim, Calif. Included in
its 65,000 sq. ft. area will be
a 400-seat auditorium, cafe-
teria, sales classrooms, techni-
eal training rooms, manager’s
office, and plaza display areas.

ENGINEERS' BUILDING TO HARMONIZE WITH U. N.

For a 37,500 sq. ft. blockfront
site facing the United Nations
Headquarters in New York,
the nation’s 16 leading engi-
neering societies paid a land
price of $72 per sq. ft. On

it they will build this new
$10 million United Engineer-
ing Center, a 20-story tower
designed by Shreve, Lamb &
Harmon Associates that will
architecturally complement the

nearby UN Headquarters tow-
er. It will use much of the
valuable site for a landscaped
plaza. One feature of the new
structure: an Engineering Hall
of Fame.




Performance
best proof

82-x framing

for géwcéqﬁ buildings




COMPLETED INSTALLATIONS
National Carbon Research Laboratory
Parma, Ohio

Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
New York, N. Y.

L] ® Education Building for First Baptlst Church
Magnolia, Ark.
Architect: Ginocchio, Cromwell & Associates -
——— Little Rock, Ark. !
. Union Federal Savings & Loan Building

Baton Rouge, La.
Architect: A. Hays Town
« Baton Rouge, La.

Colonial Provision Company

Boston, Mass.

Architect: Henschein, Everds & Crombie
Chicago, Hl.

Avon Products Building
Morton Grove, 1H
Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill

Proof of what? Simply this. Numerous methods are em- New York, N. Y.

ployed in selling a product like No. 82-X. For example, the E:ﬁgggg I:I’ilal g

use of models is @ common and effective medium. The re- é;ifg;tgegtlll-iaiablré R°°1"3‘B”r3°°

suits of accelerated tests have their value, while the efforts Motarola Electronics Facility gu”dmg

>f o trained salesman are responsible more often than not . K?&m;f&gward L. Varney, Associates -

Phoeenix, Ariz.
: ; P - . .D. . Kaufman, Inc.
can point to actual installations that have performed satis-  Washington, i
Architect; David Baker
Washington, D. C.

best proof of performance that can be offered. " North.Side Junior H:gh ‘School - -

for having a product detailed and specified. But when you

factorily for a long period of time it is undeniably the very

o; s [ . Omaha, Nebr. 4
You are invited to visit these installations. Inspect them. Leo A. Daly, Architect, Omaha, Nebr.
Talk to the owners. Find out firsthand how No. 82-X UNDER _CONSTRUﬁTlO_N :

framing, in combination with other PPG products, has fot lsians State L ibrary

‘Baton Rouge, La.
z L A : Architect: Burk & Desmond |
No. 82-X framing is not large dimension-wise, but it is & . New Orleans, La.

. Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. :
Youngstown, Ohio L
Garfield, Harris, Robmson & Schafer Archﬂects o

" Cleveland, Chio z

are accomplished through a system of carefully positioned Homestead Hospital

Homestead, Pa,

Press C. and William C. Dowler, Architects,

sign. No. 82-X was developed in the interest of economy Pittsburgh, ' Pa,

. Newton D. Baker Memorial Building

Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohm :

Garfield, Harris, Schafer, -

Flynn & Williams, Architects, Cl eue!and Ohio

Farm Bureau Insurance Co.
Concord, N. !
Alonzo J. Harnman Inc., Architect.
Auburn, Maine

Glenn L. Martin Building : P
Orlando, Fla. . O
Architect: Connell, Pierce, i

. Garland & Friedman & Associates
Miami, Fla.

Continental Can Company

Three Rivers, Mich.

Architect: Schmidt, Garden & Erikson
Chicago, I1l. :

Boston University Public Relations
Boston, Mass.

Architect: Richmond & Goldberg
Boston, Mass.

Chevrolet Motor Division

Zone Office and Parts Division

Jacksonville, Fla.

Argonaut Realty Division, Architects, Detroit, Mich.

Hartford County Mutual Fire Insurance Co.
Hartford, Conn.

Sherwood, Mills & Smith, Architects,
Stamford, Conn.

Gibraltar Savings & Loan Building
Houston, Texas :

Grecian & Brogniez, Architects,
Houston, Texas

functioned as a weather-tight wall of glass and metal.

firm and strong. It provides a full resilient grip on the glass
without the use of compounds. Ventilation and drainage

holes. It is clean, well balanced and unobstructive in de-

for long service, with a minimum of maintenance.

144" SPANORELITE

Of CARRANA

o OMAINAGE AND
VERTIATION

1#4° PLATE GLASS

=SS

S AETTiNG BLOGK

3 GLASS RETANER

i
i
N
N
-

R

| VENTILATION
oRAINAGE ————s

VAPOR BARAIER

144" SPANDRELITE

.
| on canmans

%.co.
INBULATION

FLABHING

- Contact our local branch
e _omatuer for additional information.

SECTIONAL
ALUMIMUM SHIM

o
VENTILATION

The perspective above shows a typical cross section through No.
82-X, illustrating its many outstanding features. No. 82-X is avail- | Paints - Glass - ‘Chemicals - Brushes - Plastics - Fiber Glass

able in ALUMINUM, BRONZE AND STAINLESS STEEL, all beautifully —_—————————————————_—_—_
PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS COMPANY

finished. The partial list of Pittsburgh Glass Clad Buildings at right
is the best endorsement of our construction we can offer. In Canada: Canadian Pittsburgh Industries Limited
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s s GOOD

GOOD workmanship is one of the
most important factors in preventing
leaky brick walls.

Good workmanship includes wetting
the brick —completely filling the head
and bed joints—and back-plastering
the face brick before the back-up units
are laid.

Expect trouble when the face brick are
not parged. Even if the space between
the face brick and the back-up units is
slushed, it cannot be completely filled
with mortar. Voids are left between the
mortar and the brick, through which

WORKMANSHIP

water may enter, trickle down and leak
to the inside of the wall.

Brixment mortar enables the brick-
layer to back-plaster quickly and
easily. Brixment mortar has great
plasticity, high water-retaining capac-

ity and bonding quality, great resist-
ance to freezing and thawing, and
freedom from efflorescence. Because
of this combination of advantages,
Brixment is the leading masonry
cement on the market.

BRIXMENT

LOUISVILLE CEMENT COMPANY, Incorporated, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY




Construction outlays this year 2% ahead of 1956;
government forecasts bigger, 5% gain for 1958

SPENDING BY BUILDING TYPES

(in millions of dollars)
PRIVATE BUILDING
First 10 months
Oct. '57 1957 1956 +%
Residential (nonfarm) 1,535 13,746 14,748 —7

Nonresidential ...... Bo2 7,568 7,241 +5
Iindustrial ........ 256 2,663 2,534 +5
Commercial ....... 332 2,933 2,997 —2

Offices; lofts;

warehouses ... 177 1,513 1,362 +11

Stores; restau-
rants; garages . 156 1,420 1,635 —13
Religious .......c... 80 716 623 +15
Educational ....... 47 429 443 —3
Hospital; institutions 44 404 264 453
Public utilities ...... 563 4,747 4,225 412

*PRIVATE TOTAL 3,050 27,506 27,666 **

PUBLIC BUILDING

Residential ......... 53 395 231 471
Nonresidential ...... 403 3,769 3,404 + 11
Industrial ......... 34 391 363 -8
Educational ....... 262 2,371 2,138 +11
Hospital; institutions 26 282 249 413
MILATY . cvvonvuasens 128 1,076 1,180 —8
Highways ......ec0s 6556 4,135 3,006 +6
Sewer; water ....... 118 1,143 1,066 +7

«pPUBLIC TOTAL 1,402 11,770 10,886 --8

*GRAND TOTAL 4,452 39,366 38,582 +2

* Minor components mot shown, so total exceeds
sum of parts.
*+ [ess than one per cent.
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October’s seasonal construction spend-
ing slowdown meant a slight sag in the
ten-month figures. Total activity is still
about 2% ahead of last year, but private
spending has dropped about 1% behind
the first ten months of 1956. The gain
in over-all public construction spending
has been pared back from 10% at the
end of nine months to 8% by the end of
October.

The biggest declines in spending this
year have been in private residential
building, already off 11% from last
year, and in stores, restaurants and
garages now off 13% from 1956. On the
public side, only military building has
shown a decline, down 9% from last
year. Although smaller groups have
racked up bigger percentage gains, the
biggest factors in net increase in spend-
ing—aside from inflation—have been
nonresidential public building, up 11%,
public utilities, up 12%, and highways,
up 6%.

Next year over-all percentage gains
in new construction outlays should be
more than twice as good as this year.
That’s the conclusion of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics-Dept. of Commerce
forecast for building in 1958. Outlays
next year should be 5% ahead of this
year, says the forecast, and this year is
figured to get no better than it is right
now—about 2% ahead of 1956. If, as
BLS prediets, spending hits $49.6 bil-
lion next year, it would make 1958 the
biggest year ever, in current dollar
terms, and second only to 1955 in physi-
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TOTAL EXPENDITURES for new construc-
tion hit $4.5 billion in October, 2% above a year
ago, but slightly behind the record set in
September of this year,

cal volume of building put in place.

Almost all of the expected $2.4 billion
rise in spending next year will come in
two categories: residential building,
both public and private, and highways.
Together, these groups will account for
$2.1 billion more in spending than they
did this year. BLS figures that next
year will see a reversal of the down-
trend in private residential spending
that marked this year. In 1958, the fore-
casters expect private spending to rise
$1.4 billion. About 1.1 million new non-
farm units will be started, they say,
about 1,050,000 of them to be privately
financed.

Apartment building will enjoy some-
thing of a renaissance next year, if the
BLS forecast—or, for that matter,
ForuM’s own forecast, which is com-
pared with BLS' below—pans out.
Next year, apartments will total over
200,000 units, or over 20% of the total
number of units started. This will be

continued on p. 45

BLS VS. FORUM FORECAST
(in millions of dollars)
PRIVATE BUILDING
BLS BLS Percent
est. est. change
1957 1958 1957-

BL
Residential (nonfarm) 16,830 17,575 16 = s

Nonresidential ....... 9,155 9,150 ** —1.6
Industrial .......... 3,170 2,876 —9 —4.5
Commercial ........ 368 3,775 +5 —2.9

Offices; lofts;

warehouses .... 1,870 2,026 -8 0
Stores; restaurants;

garages ......... 1,716 1,750 2 —6.2

Religlous ... ooovess 870 870 0 2.2
Educational 525 640 43 +1.9
Hospital; institutions 505 590 17 +11.5
Public utilities ...... 5,825 6,150 46 4.3

.33,300 34,700 +4  *=

*PRIVATE TOTAL ..

PUBLIC BUILDING

Residential ........... 505 850 -68 —6.7
Nonresidential ........ 4,470 4,710 45 +6.4
Industrial .....co0ne 455 450 —1 49.1
Educational ........ 2,830 3,000 46 7.0
Hospital; institutions 330 340 43 5.3
Military .............. 1,276 1,100 —14 —4
Highways ............ 4,825 5,600 -4-14 4-17.3

Sewer; water ........ 1,345 1,270 —6 8.4
*spUBLIC TOTAL ....13,900 14,900 +7 +48.8

*GRAND TOTAL ....47,200 49,600 -5 -3.1

* Minor components mot shown, so total exceeds

sum of parts.
¢ J.ess than one per cent.
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U.S. ENSOLEX. ..

THE NEW NON-ABSORBENT INSULATING
MATERIAL WITH UNLIMITED STRUCTURAL USES

Pipe Insulation is simple and eco-
i~ |

ENSOLEX Expansion Joints (for
_concrete) prevent damag-
Qeste: sevpagn, sl

Leading architects are finding more and more pad-
ding and insulating uses for new lightweight U.S.
Ensolex. With unusual flexibility, it molds itself to
almost any shape —yet maintains unexcelled dimen-
sional stability. And most important, it practically
eliminates damaging water absorption. Its closed-
cell structure provides excellent insulation —wet or
dry. Meeting ASTM-SAE specifications, Ensolex is
perfect for floor underlayment...wall insulation...

T

expansion joints...plumbing and electrical uses...
and most padding and gasketing purposes. Available
in either sheet or extruded form, it is simple and
economical to install. Shock absorbent... fire and
mildew resistant...sound and vibration damping,
Ensolex has been job-tested successfully in many
structural installations and applications. Write for
further information to Ensolex Dept., United States
Rubber Company, Mishawaka, Indiana. L

(@ united states Rubber




the highest percentage of apartments to
total starts since the feverish days of
the “608” boom. The government fore-
cast notes that, “The rising rate of ren-
tal-type home building at present may
be attributed to a number of influences,
including expanding programs for re-
building urban core areas; anticipa-
tion of greater returns on rental invest-
ments; and a large core of demand for
convenient, central-city locations from
the fastest growing adult segments of
the population—both young couples
without children and the elderly.” (A
BLS spokesman adds off the record that
another reason may be the high prices
being charged for new homes.)

Public residential construction will
rise fast next year, too, but not because
of any renewed vigor in the public hous-
ing programs. The biggest factor in
doubling public starts this year will be

Capehart act military housing.

For the first time in six years, pri-
vate nonresidential building is expected
te show a decline, says BLS. This will
be primarily because of a decline in
capital spending by industry.

School spending is expected to hit the
$3 billion mark next year, and highways
will be, as usual, a bulwark of public
spending, rising 149 to $5.5 billion.

All of BLSS' forecasts were made “on
the assumption that any change in the
economic pace next year—as measured
by national output, income and employ-
ment—will not be great enough to exert
a significant push up or down on the
total of new construction activity.” In
the face of the Federal Reserve’s move
lowering the discount rate (see below),
and growing worries over soft spots in
the economy, this assumption may get
more of a test than expected in 1958.

Discount rate boost heralds money ease, but also
emphasizes economy’s soft spots

The Federal Reserve Board's unex-
pected move allowing four regional Fed
banks to lower their discount rates
from 31% to 3% last month caused the
building industry to forget, momen-
tarily at least, its own palmy days and
take a look around.

What drew so much attention to the
Fed’s action was that it indicated: 1)
that inflation is no longer its chief
worry, and 2) that a downturn in the
economy is already underway, and the
Fed is taking the lead in attempting
to fend it off, or at least mitigate its
effects. These are factors that influ-
enced the Fed to reverse its two-year
tight money policy:

p Its index of industrial production
dropped in October to its lowest mark
since the steel strike in July 1956.

b Personal income declined for the
second month in a row to its lowest
level in 15 months.

» A government economist predicted un-
employment of 4 million by midwinter,
compared to a little over 3 million last
winter.

The demand for money has shown
signs of easing lately. For one thing,
the Treasury bill rate, a prime indicat-
or of short-term money rates, tailed off
from a high of 3.66% to its lowest
mark since early summer. More import-
ant, bank loans by leading New York
banks generally declined this fall,
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whereas the usual seasonal pattern calls
for a rise.

Evidently, construction was not a
segment of the economy that particu-
larly worried the money managers (the
BLS-Commerce forecast of 1958 volume
is bullish enough—see p. 43), but they
may have had a few qualms over pros-
pects for business spending on new
plant and equipment next year. The
MeGraw-Hill survey of capital spending
indicates a 7% drop in all categories of
capital spending for next year, with
the sharpest drops to come from the
vital manufacturing sector.

Dollar expenditures for expansion in
steel, nonferrous metals, autos and
machinery manufacturers are esti-
mated from 17 to 38% below this year’s
levels. (Spending on new plant for con-
struction machinery is likewise pre-
dicted to drop—by 20%—in 1958, says
MeGraw-Hill.)

Because the discount rate is largely
a factor in short-term money rates,
the Fed’s action is not expected to affect
mortgage money, at least at first. But
it indicates a feeling by the Fed that
the demand for money has passed its
peak, and its discount rate move could
hasten an easing in all rates. If demand
for expansion funds from -corporate
business eases off, then more money
would, of course, be available for the
mortgage market.

Trends

cont'd

BUILDING

BLS price index dips;
further easing likely

Although few builders would agree that
it is especially noticeable yet, the fact
is that building materials prices are
softening. And indications are that
prices for some basic materials are
due for further dips.

The BLS index of wholesale building
materials prices dropped slightly from
September to October and now is
slightly behind 1956. Big year-to-year
price rises in structural steel shapes
(12.8%), prepared paint (4.79%), as-
phalt roofing (6.09%) and aluminum
sheets (5.2%) have been more than
offset by drops in the prices of lum-
ber (—4.7%), plumbing equipment
(—4.0%), and metal doors and sash
(—8.7%).

Lumber production in the Far West
has been cut way back, and conse-
quently prices may be somewhat firmer
through the winter than they have
been so far this year. But at least one
pricing service is predicting further
slumps, and at best the situation will
be one of fragile stability in a period
when home building and other construc-
tion is at the year’s lowest ebb.

Aluminum prices are still holding up
fairly well, at least for most construc-
tion items. But recent talk of cutting
back production at some plants both in
the US and Canada, and of curtailing
ambitious expansion plans, mirror some
industry fears that capacity may have
overreached itself at least temporarily.

Copper prices edged up slightly at
custom smelters last month, but at the
same time Kennecoft laid off 479 work-
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BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES declined for
the third straight month, according to BLS
index of average wholesale prices. Drops in
lumber, plumbing equipment, metal doors
dropped index behind last year's October level.
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ers in its Utah and New Mexico plants,
and is in the process of closing up com-
pletely one subsidiary fabricating plant
in Waterbury, Conn. The effects of the
almost year-long slump in copper prices
showed up strongly in Anaconda’s
third-quarter report, which showed net
income down 59% from the $85 million
for the first nine months of last year.
Anaconda officials blamed the slump
squarely on the drop in copper prices:
During the first nine months of this
year Anaconda has got an average price
of only 28.7¢ per lb., compared with
41.6¢ for the first nine months of 1956.

Besides materials that have been ex-
periencing price softness all year, two
bellwethers of the postwar price ad-
vance lately have started to show signs
of slowing down. Cement is one of
these. Industry leaders are now com-
plaining that inventories are too high
(from 10 to 45% ahead of last year
depending on geography), that ship-
ments have lagged behind last year by
around 5%, and that capacity has been
built up too fast. The result has been
some layoffs, and the threat of the first
production cutbacks in ten years.

Overcapacity is the biggest worry
right now. One industry spokesman
said recently that “even with the con-
tinued high construction volume, most
of the additional 15 million barrels of
cement-producing capacity (added in
the Midwest and South this year) will
not be needed in 1958, or, in fact, in
the next two or three years.”

Despite these worries, however, it is
unlikely that many of the scheduled 15¢
per barrel price increases scheduled for
January will be postponed.

There are now more definite signs of

continued on p. 48
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BACKLOG of unfilled orders for fabricated
structural steel continued its decline, slipping
to 2.8 million tons, 8% below last year, and
the lowest in 16 months.
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LaTorre Restaurant

San Francisco, California
General Contractors:
Reliable Alterations
Acoustical Contractor:
Cramer Acoustics

Economical Forestone is available through the following
Simpson Certified Acoustical Contractors:

ALABAMA
Badham Insulation Co., Inc., Birmingham
Shook and Fletcher Insulation Company,
Birmingham
Stokes Incorporated, Mobile
ARIZONA
Fiberglas Engineering & Supply, Phoenix
Hall Insulation & Tile Co., Tucson
ARKANSAS
Buck Hendershott Company, Little Rock
CALIFORNIA
Coast Insulating Products, Los Angeles
Cramer Acoustics, Fresno and
San Francisco
John K. Haas Company, San Diego
H. W. Rivett Company, Sacramento
COLORADO
Construction Specialties Company, Denver
CONNECTICUT
Wilson Construction Company, Hartford
FLORIDA
Anning-Johnson Company, Miami
Anning-Johnson Company, Tampa
Center Brothers, Inc., Jacksonville
GEORGIA
Anning-Johnson Compang, Atlanta
Center Brothers, Inc., Savannah
IDAHO
Fiberglas Engineering & Supply, Boise
Idaho Acoustical & Building Syper.ialties
Co., Boise
ILLINOIS
General Acoustics Company, Melrose Park
George S. Grimmett & Co., Champaign,
Decatur and Springfield
INDIANA
The Baldus Company, Fort Wayne
E. F. Marburger & Son, Inc., Indianapolis
lowa
Lamoreaux and Assoc., Inc., Marshalltown
KANSAS
Ecoff & Co., Wichita
KENTUCKY
Atlas Plaster & Supply Company, Louisville
LOUISIANA
King & Co., Inc., New Orleans
MARYLAND
Lloyd E. Mitchell, Inc., Baltimore
MASSACHUSETTS
Acoustical Contractors, Inc., Brighton
MICHIGAN
Detroit Acoustical Contracting Co., Detroit
Grand Rapids Acoustical Co., Grand Rapids
and Lansing
MINNESOTA
Dale Acoustics, Inc., Minneapolis
MISSISSIPPI
Stokes Incorporated, Greenwood
Stokes Incorporated, Jackson
MISSOURI
Hamilton Company, Inc., St. Louis
B. J. Lutz, Inc., Kansas City
Midwest Services, Inc., Joplin
NEBRASKA
Kelley Asbestos Products Co., Omaha
NEW JERSEY
Connor & Company, Inc., Kenilworth
Kane Acoustical Company, Inc., Fairview
NEW MEXICO
Fiberglas Engineering & Supply,
Albuquerque

NEW YORK
Buffalo Acoustical Corporation, Buffalo
The Cronin Acoustical Co., Stoney Point
Davis Acoustical Corp., Albany
Davis-Fetch Acoustical Corporation,

Syracuse
Davis-Fetch & Company, Inc., Buffalo and
Jamestown
Robert J. Harder, Inc., Lynbrook, L. I.
James A. Phillips, Inc., New York
Rochester Davis-Fetch Corp., Ithaca and
Rochester

NORTH CAROLINA
The Bonitz Insulation Co., Greensboro,
Goldsboro and Asheville
Bost Building Equipment Co., Charlotte

OHIO
Acoustical Contracting & Supply Corp.,
Cleveland and Youngstown
Cincinnati Floor Company, Cincinnati
Riethmiller Acoustic Company, Columbus

OKLAHOMA

Denman Floors Company, Oklahoma City

Harold C. Parker & Company,

Oklahoma City

Midwest Marble & Tile Company, Tulsa
OREGON

Commercial Tile Company, Eugene

R. L. Elfstrom Company, Salem

Johnson Acoustical & Supply Co., Portiand
PENNSYLVANIA

Acousti-craft, Inc., Philadelphia

Standard Floor Company, Pittsburgh
SOUTH CAROLINA

Bonitz Insulation Co., Columbia

TENNESSEE
Alexander Marble & Tile Company, Memphis
Anning-Johnson Company, Knoxville
TEXAS
Blue Diamond Company, Dallas
Builders Service Company, Fort Worth
Collins Roofing & Sheet Metal Company,
Odessa
General Supply Company, Inc., Houston
and San Antonio
Houser Resilient Floors Co., El Paso
Raymond Rambo Materials Co.,
Corpus Christi

UTAH
Utah Pioneer Corporation, Salt Lake City
VIRGINIA
Anning-Johnson Company, Alexandria
Manson-Smith Company, Inc., Norfolk and
Richmond
WASHINGTON
Elliott Bay Lumber Company, Seattle
Fiberglas Engineering & Supply, Spokane
WEST VIRGINIA
Asbestos & Insulating Co., Charleston
WISCONSIN
Building Service, Inc., Appleton and
Milwaukee
WYOMING
Construction Specialties Company, Casper
CANADA
F. Drexel Company Limited, Edmonton,
Alberta, Vancouver, B. C., Victoria,
B. C. and Calgary, Alberta
Hancock Lumber Ltd., Edmonton, Alberta

The Contractors above also install these
other Simpsan acoustical materials: Hol-
lokore-drilled Perforated Tile—standard
and scatter drilled, Acoustical Roof Slab,
Fissured Mineral Tile, Metal Acoustical
Units, Perforated Hardboard, Perforated
Cement Asbestos Board. AC-78

SIMPSON LOGGING COMPANY

1010 WHITE BUILDING, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
General Offices in Shelton, Washington




lohn La Torre, owner, and Martin van London, chef, of La Torre's well known San Francisco restaurant, receive

continuous praise from guests who hove enjoyed the food, the wine and the quiet and elegant atmosphere.

Attractive, Economical Sound-Conditioning—
A Most Important Part of Good Building Design

Simpson Forestone is the world’s first fissured woodfiber
acoustical tile, Its random textured surface adds beauty and
warmth to the design of any building and the decor of any
room. Its sound absorption efficiency is comparable to that
of standard perforated woodfiber acoustical tile. And For-
estone costs no more than the popular thicknesses of per-
forated wood fiber tile.

Forestone is available in 12 x 12 and 24" x 24" tiles, in-
stalled by nailing, cementing or hanging in mechanical
suspension systems; in 12" x 233/ tiles for exposed Z and
T suspension systems; in 12” x 24” flange-jointed tile for

FISSURED WOODFIBER ACOUSTICAL TILE

architectural FORUM ; December 1957

easy nailing or stapling; and as 24” x 24” and 24" x 48”
ceiling board to fit exposed grid suspension systems. The
La Torre Restaurant installation (shown above) is For-
estone Ceiling Board.

Consider Forestone when you are planning or designing
your next job. It quiets rooms—beautifully and economi-
cally! You can get full information about Forestone from
your nearest Simpson Certified Acoustical Contractor (see
list on opposite page).

FORESTONE
CEILING
BOARD
INSTALLATION

Forestone Ceiling Board is made to fit exposed grid suspension systems, which are
composed of lightweight inverted T-sections into which the board is laid. The grid is
usually suspended directly without the necessity for 112" channels. The individual
boards may be removed for easy access to ventilating and utility lines above the sus-
pended ceiling. *Reg.U.5.Pat.OF.—U.5.Pet.Ne.2,791,289
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STAINLESS STEEL
DIRECT FIRED
. HEATERS

These units are designed for
heating factories, warehouses,
garages, airplane hangars,
gymnasiums and other large
open areas. They pick cold
air up off the floor, distribute
heated air overhead at high
velocity—either direct or thru
ducts. In addition to space heating installations, Reznor-Olson heaters
are well-suited for use in make-up air systems and in drying and other
process applications.

Reznor-Olson heaters are available in ten sizes — 400,000 to
2,000,000 Btu — with gas, oil or dual-fuel burners. They may be floor
mounted for top discharge or suspended for down-blast or horizontal
discharge.

New Bulletin gives Complete Specifieations

Complete specification information — including
dimensions, control details, temperature rise, air
delivery and fuel consumption — is included in a
new bulletin, F-57TA-RO. If you don’t have a copy
of this bulletin in your files, just fill out and mail
the coupon below. Do it today.

W/REZNOR

—
WORLD'S LARGEST-SELLING DIRECT-FIRED

"f':fﬁd;r;&\;‘;\‘uun HEATERS
Reznor Manufacturing Company, 40 Union 5t., Mercer, Pa.

Please send me a copy of your bulletin F-57A-RO which
gives complete specification data and construction
details on Reznor-Olson direct fired heaters.

Name

Company — —

Street

City. Zone. State.

Trends

cont'd

some ease in structural steel (ForuM,
May ’57). Last month, two more pro-
ducers dropped their premium prices
for structural shapes. And new orders
for structurals picked up only slightly
in October, still lagged 219 behind last
yvear. Even more indicative of the
easing trend is the fact that backlogs
have dropped to 2.8 million tons, repre-
senting an 8% drop all year.

Despite these indicators and the fact
that over-all ingot production is ex-
pected to decline through the first half
of next year, industry forecasters still
predict good demand—and generally
firm prices—for heavy plate, shapes
and other structural products for most
of 1958.

FINANCE

Voters OK most issues,
but civic projects lag

Over-all, voters seemed in an affirma-
tive frame of mind when they voted
last month on some $935 million of
bond issues for everything from jails
to swimming pools. About 90%, or $830
million, were approved.

Pre-election indications had been that
something less than this percentage
would win approval. School bonds, for
instance, had not been faring well in
special elections all year. In New York
State, only 629 of such issues had been
approved in fiscal 1957 (compared to
78% for fiscal 1956), and the Invest-
ment Bankers Assn. had reported ap-
provals for only 86% of issues f