


QUARRY
TILE

Available in 6 beautiful
earth colors that match
or compliment any
color scheme or style

of architecture.

SUMMITVILLEE OHIO

UNEQUALLED

FOR BEAUTY,
- - ek GLAZED
DURABILITY, - A T QUARRY TILE

i j"' Available in 18 beautiful

VE RSATl L'Tv "-'l: : i - ‘ " colors suitable for interior

and exterior use.

The sensational new large unit

ceramic tile. These 12" x 12" x %"

tile are available in 18 standard s hille’ " f ol d |
; mitwvi new lin rry

colors. Soecial colors on order, reik c-3: S e ot glazed quarry e,
colored quarries and 12-veneer offers whole new

concepts in the field of design and color.
Here are genuine ceramic tile unequalled by any other
product for wearing ability, color selection and economical
maintenance for floors and walls.

You can get the full story and samples by contacting

your Summitville representative, ceramic file contractor, or write direct.
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Mr. John K. Nevin, Manager Purchasing Dept., Smith, Kline &
French Laboratories, says: ‘““We employ about 2,400 people
here. Our recently completed 12-story addition includes 18

new washrooms. SKF designed these rooms to be modern,
efficient and streamlined, following Scott principles of wash-
room planning. The results are fine!"

SKF washroom traffic flows smoothly: washbowls to paper
towels (and disposal) to exit. Off-the-floor equipment, recessed
cabinets, recessed lighting, scientifically planned soap supply,
tile walls and floor—all make SKF washrooms easy to supply,
use and maintain. Popular with employees, too!

Mr. W. R. Ricketts, Buyer, discusses washroom efficiency with
Mr. J. L. Blikle, Project Engineer. He says: '‘As a manufacturer
of pharmaceuticals, it is important to SKF to maintain the high-
est standards of sanitation. Scott recessed towel dispenser-
receptacle looks neat, eliminates litter, helps reduce mainte-
nance costs."”

this firm

planned washrooms
for comfort

and efficiency ...

based on principles
of Scott’'s Washroom
Advisory Service

Scott has a free booklet you should read. It’s on wash-
rooms and what you can do about them . . . filled with
diagrams, illustrations and ideas. It fully explains Scott’s
Washroom Advisory Service, available to executives.
No obligation, of course. Just mail the coupon!

Get Scott’s 14-minute film, too. It shows many quick,
inexpensive changes you can make now to increase
efficiency and cut costs!

Scott Paper Company
Department AF-81
Chester, Pennsylvania

[] Please send me the Washroom Advisory Service Booklet.
[] Please tell me how | can see the Scott film, no charge.

Name_ == o
Title —— e — -
T e
Street_ — ———

City___ By’ AT

Zone____State_____

WASHROOM
ISCOTT PAPER W-1s)\"ilJ el 3"

| SERVICE

Scott UHA Towels
Scott Singlefold Towels

Scott Multifold Towels

ScotTissue

Forinformation on Scott recessed cabinets,
write: D. J. Alexander Corporation, 2944
E. Venango Street, Philadelphia 34, Pa.
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Largest Regmnal Shopping Center in Suburban Washington, D.C.

e e - &1

Unique Heating and Cooling Features at 7-Corners

Ingenious technical and design features make 7-Corners
Shopping Center outstanding for efficient, economical op-
eration and low cost maintenance. For example . . .

a) High temperature forced hot water at 250°F is ac-
curately metered for each store, see photos opposite page.

b) Condenser water for entire shopping center is proc-
essed in a 3000 ton Cooling Tower built under the Food
Lane Super Market. This space also serves as a Retention
Basin for storm water and permits use of rain water for
condenser cooling for all refrigeration.

c) Conventional Powers Control system regulates central
fan systems and refrigeration compressors.

d) Snow-melting for ramps, at both ends of delivery
truck tunnel to tenant loading docks and domestic water
heaters, also are Powers Controlled.

Solving the many temperature, humidity and pressure con-
trol problems here exemplifies the engineering skill avail-
able at Powers and the versatility of Powers control to
handle a wide range of requirements.

For Your New Building, be it a school, factory, hospital,
church or commercial building—ask your architect to in-
clude a Powers Quality System of Temperature and Humidity
control. Its unmatched dependable operation pays a big
return on the control investment.

AIR CONDITIONING CONTROL

helps make sales

...in leading shopping centers and stores

o S

WOODWARD & LOTHROP, one of Washington's
large department stores, is at left end of main
building. Its Branch store here includes an
auditorium for community events.

at 7-CORNERS SHOPPING CENTER,

customer comfort and convenience are paramount.
Shoppers in each of its 45 stores enjoy air
conditioned comfort controlled by POWERS.

Owners: Garfield I. Kass and Irving D. BLrgcr

Designed and constructed under >  f

J. Franklin Groff, Kass Realty Co., » Washington, D. C.
Kluckhuhn, Cobb and McDavid
R. M. Thornton, Inc.,

orp. Equipment and Air Conditioning Units.

OTHER PROMINENT USERS OF POWERS CONTROL

Northland Shopping Center near St. Louis

Old Orchard Shopping Center near Chicago

Gulfgate Shopping Center near Houston

Famous-Barr Stores, St. Louis, Mo,

Gimbels, in Cheltenham, Philadelphia and Upper Darby, Pa.

Macy's, Roosevelt Field Shopping Center and Kansas City, Mo.

1. Magnin and Company, Los Angeles, Cal.

Nieman = Marcus Co., Dallas, Texas

Rich’s, Atlanta, Georgia

Sakowitz Bros., Houston, Texas

Saks Fifth Avenue, New York - White Plains

Sears, “'Worlds largest store’’, many large stores in U.S.A. and Latin America
John Wanamaker Stores in Wynnewood, Pa., Baederwood, Pa., Wilmington, Del.

CANADA: T. Eaton Co., Ltd., 6 Stores  Robert Simpson Co., Ltd., and
Simpson-Sears, Ltd., 12 Stores * Dupuis Freres, Montreal

THE POWERS REGULATOR COMPANY

SKOKIE, ILLINOIS| Offices in chief cities in U.8.A., Canada and Mexico

65 Years of Temperature and Humidity Control
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JULIUS GARFINCKEL & CO., famed fashion S & W RESTAURANT, one of its 12 fine eating MAYER & COMPANY, outstanding furniture store
institution in the Nation’s Capital, occupies places in the South, helps draw people to the occupies a prominent place in the 7-Corners
the large Colonial style store at the right end center with its excellent food and attractive Shopping Center and it offers a complete
of the Main Building. decor. decoration service.

Sign Flashes
Weather Signals
and Time

“NAMZ 00 M =)

SHOPPING CENTER

COMPACT SPLIT LEVEL DESIGN reduces the distance shoppers
must walk from their cars to stores. Two covered promenades, each
over 600 ft. long, protect shoppers from' inclement weather. All 45
New Landmark in Fairfax County, Va. stores are on main line of traffic between 2 department stores.

and stops the pumps as the load changes. Photos B & C show Powers

Below: POWERS BTU Metering Control for Each Store. Photo A shows
control employed for BTU heat meter service. B for small stores and

instrument panel with Powers circulating pump control for high tem-
perature forced hot water heating. Powers control automatically starts C for larger stores.

(1) Powers
Indicating
Heat Meter.

(2) Powers
Flowrite
Control Valves.

(3) Registering
Water Meter.

Service Corridor

Below: Cooling Tower under Food Lane Supermarket: Photo D shows trolled by four 6" POWERSTROKE pneumatically opergted motors
air intake, portion of retention basin and bank of fans; E shows PM: G shows circulating pumps supplying condenser cooling water to

water sprays; F shows one of two by-pass gates thermostatically con- air conditioning units throughout the Shopping Center.
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AN ARGHITEGTURAL GE

o The impressive new headquarters office building
of CONNECTICUT GENERAL LIFE INSURANCE CO.
is centered in 280 rolling, oak studded acres near
Hartford, and is seen completely only from the
air. It is cloaked in aluminum, glass, and white
marble with stainless steel trim, and rests on a
gray granite base. The main block contains over
10 acres of floor space, uncluttered by columns,
and is partitioned by panels which lock into an

Already chosen by the American Institute of Architects as
“One of the Ten Buildings in America’s Future”

FAMOUS FOR EFFICIENCY, DURABILITY, ECONOMY
SLOAN VALVE COMPANY * CHICAGO -+ ILLINOIS ____c:n

SKIDMORE, OWINGS & MERRILL
architects

SYSKA & HENNESSY, INC.
mechanical engineer

TURNER CONSTRUCTION CO.
general contractor

C. H. CRONIN, INC.
plumbing contractor

plumbing wholesaler

AMERICAN RADIATOR &
STANDARD SANITARY CORP.
Jixture manufacturer

MIDST RURAL BEAUTY

overhead multipurpose grid. Inside this spread-
ing structure are four landscaped courts. From
one end a cantilevered restaurant extends over a
pool. At the other end is a separate executive
wing. Over 2000 employees are surrounded by
contentment, comforts and conveniences. Here,
as in thousands of other fine buildings, are
SLOAN Flush vaLvEs, famous everywhere for
efficiency, durability and economy.

NEW YORK PLUMBERS SPECIALTIES CO.

Another achievement in efficiency, endurance and econ-
omy is the sLoax Aet-0-Matie suower BEAD, which is
automatically self-cleaning each time it is used! No clog-
ging. No dripping. Architects specify, and Wholesalers
and Master Plumbers recommend the Act-O-Matic—the
better shower head for better bathing.

Write for completely descriptive folder

-
o
A+




FHA studying “no-cash-but-no-windfall” plan
to encourage the production of rental housing

Architectural Forum / January 1958

The Eisenhower administration may
ask Congress to enact a new, “no-cash-
but-no-windfall” rental housing pro-
gram. That description could be
applied to a plan FHA offiicials were
considering last month in the new hous-
ing legislation recommendations they
were preparing for the reconvened
Congress. FHA Commissioner Norman
Mason gave the first hint that major
liberalization of FHA rental construc-
tion rules was being considered at a
press conference in November at the
Chicago econvention of the National
Association of Real Estate Boards
(ForuM, Dec. '57). Now more details
have leaked out.

Possible changes contemplate FHA-
insured apartment mortgages for up to
95 per cent of current construction
costs (instead of the present 90 per
cent of estimated value as a long-term
investment) and would allow builder-
owners a 5 per cent construction profit
—s0 in effect a builder would not have
to invest any cash in a project.

Except for one important difference,
this would virtually duplicate the fa-
mous Section “608” program, with
mortgages for 90 per cent of replace-
ment costs, that produced such a large
volume of rental housing in the first
years after World War IL This was
the program that later was denounced
for having yielded many builders large
cash “windfall” profits through mort-
gage loans that actually exceeded total
building costs. The proposed “mort-
gaging-out” program would be subject
to “cost certification” rules, to insure
that total mortgage proceeds could
never produce a cash surplus over total
costs. FHA had no such chaste cost
certification rules in effect during the
“G08” boom. (Some cynical home-build-
ing spokesmen refused to believe these
FHA reports. From recent experience,
they insist that FHA would never allow
a builder to “mortgage out,” no matter
what the law or even FHA's own regu-
lations provided.)

Among the reasons for the proposed
changes, according to Washington ob-
servers, are increasing consumer re-
sistance to high prices for new houses,
and scarcity of suitable land for single-
family home developments within com-
muting distance of large cities.

Another trial balloon sent up by
Washington officials last month in-
volved a plan for FHA insurance on
tax-exempt local debentures to finance
“middle-income” housing erected by
limited-dividend corporations. Low
(tax-exempt) interest rates om such
debentures, coupled with limited prof-
its, it is claimed, would help provide
middle-income housing without resort-
ing to subsidization or further public
housing. A roughly similar plan based
on federal instead of local debentures
is being advocated by Senator Joseph
Clark (D, Pa.).

At least one FHA rental housing
program seems slated for extinection,
however. According to present infor-
mation, the Defense Dept. wants no
more of the FHA Title VIII or so-
called Capehart Act program. Instead
it proposes a special housing corpora-
tion that could borrow mortgage money
against a pledge of officers’ quarters
allowances or other funds.

Washington getting set
to cancel stalled jobs

Steady whittling down of the federal
public housing program took a new
form last month.

Public Housing Administration re-
gional directors throughout the coun-
try were ordered to make a prompt
survey of all stalled projects in an ob-
vious step toward ultimate cancellation
of many moribund jobs that are in-
cluded in the national backlog of 80,000
authorized-but-unbuilt units. For the
past four years Congress has limited
new projects to 35,000 units a year. On
that basis, the backlog represents more
than two full years’ authorizations.

Washington PHA headguarters sent
regional directors five criteria for offi-
cially classifying any project as “inac-
tive.” It also ordered regional directors
to notify local authorities immediately
that from now on mo further prelimi-
nary loans or planning advances will
be approved for “inactive” projects.
This was seen as paving the way for




formal federal cancellation of any proj-
ects that do not show promise of
getting started within a reasonable
time. Canceled units that had been
authorized under expired legislation
could not be re-allocated, and would
represent a permanent reduction in
the total units eligible for subsidy.

The biggest unanswered question:
will Washington be able to recover its
preliminary loans and advances if the
federal agency cancels a contract? It
has been able to go into court and do
so when local agencies have abrogated
project agreements, but PHA spokes-
men are not sure yet how they may
fare in the reverse situation. Up to
now PHA has never canceled a project.

The Eisenhower administration is
also expected to ask Congress this year
to extend two overlapping subprograms
of 35,000 public housing units each.
One of these subprograms runs to June
30 of this year, and the other to June
30, 1959. Altogether only 4,000 of the
combined 70,000 units had been put
under contract with local housing au-
thorities last month, so it would be pro-
posed that each of these subprograms
be extended by one extra year. This
would stretch these 70,000 units over
a three-year period, and the adminis-
tration would stick to its earlier de-
cision to seek mo new or net inerease
in authorizations in this year's housing
legislation (Forum, Oct. *57).

Cutbacks in federal funds opposed by mayors

Urban renewal and other federal pro-
grams that help cities should not be
sacrificed to provide the funds needed
for expanded national defense and mis-
sile development programs. That was
the principal theme at the San Fran-
cisco convention of the American Mu-
nicipal Association last month, which
was attended by more than 1,000 may-
ors and other city officials from all
parts of the country.

In opposing proposals to reduce fed-
eral renewal authorizations below a

rate of $250 million a year, the con-
vention adopted a resolution recom-
mending $500 million a year for re-
newal and slum clearance, and another

UNESCO'S NEW PARIS HOME

The headquarters
provides the southwestern section of Paris
with a gracefully sweeping facade of glass
and concrete that makes the building appear
smaller than it really is. Architects: Marcel
Breuer, Bernard Zehrfuss, and Engineer Pier
Luigi Nervi.

now nearing completion

that proposed sending a delegation to
the White House to put city officials’
views before President Eisenhower be-
fore he makes his final budget deci-
sions for the next fiscal year.

The convention also: 1) proposed a
federal atom shelter construction pro-
gram for urban areas; 2) requested an
FHA program to facilitate middle-in-
come rental housing construction in
cities that would be as effective as the
FHA program for stimulating subur-
ban home building, and 3) asked the
federal government to establish a
multimillion dollar lending agency to
aid private mass transit companies.

One of the convention highlights was
a challenging talk by housing and plan-
ning expert Catherine Bauer, a mem-
ber of the department of ecity and
regional planning at the University of
California, Berkeley, and wife of Wil-
liam Wurster, dean of the university’s
School of Architecture there. “Mayors
should constantly bear in mind,” said
Miss Bauer, “that there is no longer
any practical necessity for big, erowded
city centers”—because Americans now
make too much money and have too
much spare time to live in a crowded,
dreary city. Consequently, glamour is
now the key to the survival of cities,
she declared, and, inasmuch as plan-
ners can seldom provide that, the time
has come for mayors to take the initia-
tive with pioneering political leader-
ship that will increase, dramatize, and
sell the qualities of “amenity, urban-
ity, distinetion, excitement, fun and
good old-fashioned beauty” that make
their cities live.

Snags halt two big urban
renewal jobs

San Francisco and New York redevelop-
ment officials set to work last month
to correct technical defects that caused
federal officials to withhold complete
approval for several of their projects.

» San Francisco’s present plans for re-
developing an area south of Market
Street were temporarily rejected as in-
adequate by the regional Urban Re-
newal Administration office. Proposed
razing of blighted buildings covering
only seven blocks within a much larger
slum district was termed “not logical”
by the URA office, which also asked
why the boundary of the proposed pro-
ject had not been extended all the way
to a freeway that would be a “natural
planning boundary.”

P New York City’s Committee on Slum
Clearance prepared to ask for local real
estate tax exemption on a prospective
apartment project that it originally
scheduled for redevelopment subject to
full realty taxes. Through tax conces-
sions, the Slum Clearance Committee
hoped to reduce rents to a level that
would win FHA approval and over-
come that agency’s refusal to insure a
mortgage on the grounds that this par-
ticular project would not be a safe
long-term investment at the proposed
$38 to $40 a room rents. Also in New
York, the city formally approved the
huge $205 million Lincoln Square re-
development, and was immediately sued
by objectors who claimed the proposed
resale of part of the project land to a
sectarian organization—Fordham Uni-
versity—would be unconstitutional. In
approving the project, the Board of
Estimate refused to sanction a plan to
purchase the so-called Kennedy Build-
ing in the redevelopment area for a
negotiated price of $2.5 million (ForUM,
Oct. ’57) and ordered its acquisition
by condemnation procedures.

N.Y. City Council passes
anti-bias housing bill

The New York City Couneil took what
it termed a “historic step” last month
when, by a 20-to-1 vote, it approved
a bill banning diserimination on the




basis of race, color, or creed in the sale
or leasing of privately owned multi-
family housing. The new measure,
applying only to residences housing
three or more families, will affect
about 1,787,000 dwelling units currently
housing over 5 million persons. It is
still subject to passage by the city
Board of Estimate and signature by
Mayor Robert Wagner, both of which
are expected without difficulty. As
passed by the City Council, it becomes
effective on April 1.

New York’s action is the first at-
tempt in the nation to legislate against
discrimination in privately owned hous-
ing that has no government subsidy or
aid whatever, either in the form of tax
benefits, lower land prices, or federal
mortgage insurance.

The city bill has been the subject of
violent opinions since it was first pro-
posed last May. It was supported by
Mayor Wagner and was sponsored by
Councilmen Earl Brown and Joseph T.
Sharkey, both Democrats, and Stanley
M. Isaacs, a Republican-Liberal. Quick
to oppose the bill were all five real
estate boards in the city, some builders’
groups, and a large number of vocifer-
ous landlords. The issues have been
relatively clear-cut: supporters cite the
damaging effects of discrimination on
the city’s physical and moral health,
and particularly the dangers that segre-
gation in housing raises for schools and
other public facilities. Opponents claim
the law violates the right of private
property and will be judged uncon-
stitutional.

Under the provisions of the bill, a
complainant files first with a Commis-
gion on Intergroup Relations which will
try to settle the grievance by mediation.
If that fails, it is passed on to a three-
man Fair Housing Practices Board,
selected by the mayor. If this board
finds that discrimination has been prac-
ticed, it can direct the City’s Corpora-
tion Counsel to seek an injunction in
Supreme Court. Finally, if the court
so rules, the owner could be compelled
to rent or sell his property, or else face
fine or imprisonment for contempt of
court.

NEW IDLEWILD AIRPORT DEDICATED

The Old World grace of a fountain highlights
the New World's shiniest port of entry. The
$30 million arrivais and ticketing buildings of
New York's Ildlewild Alirport
flank the control tower, Officially opened last
month, the buildings will be reported fully
in next month’'s FORUM.,

International

PUBLIC BUILDING

Interest in federal lease-purchase program reviving
as GSA accepts 4.74 to 5 per cent financing offers

The federal government’s long-neglected
lease-purchase program under which
private investors erect and finance pub-
lic buildings showed signs of staging
a rapid recovery last month. The Gen-
eral Services Administration received
and accepted offers for the financing
of five projects to cost a total of $22.2
million, and then promptly advertised
for financing to cover another 13 pro-
jects to cost another $22.3 million.

Under the lease-purchase system, the
federal government is virtually an
installment purchaser, It agrees to
rent for a period of from 10 to 25
vears a building erected to the govern-
ment's own architectural requirements
and built under government super-
vision. It also agrees to pay a rent
calculated to pay the private builders
interest and complete amortization of
the cost of the structure during the
specified lease period, plus a nominal
operating or ownership profit. Usually
the lease provides for the government
itself to operate and maintain the
building, and the owner is scarcely
more than a passive investor. As soon
as the lease expires he must give the
building to the government.

The main reason the government
decided to go in for lease-purchase
construction was that under this sys-
tem Congress does not have to make
big construction appropriations. Con-
gress can make much smaller year-to-
year rent appropriations; thus it does
not have to borrow large sums for a
building program that would markedly
boost the national debt.

Congress first authorized a lease-
purchase program in 1954. Then it

took about two years for GSA to de-

velop all its administrative rules, award
design contracts for specific projects
to local private architectural offices, and
obtain completed designs. Only one of
its projects was contracted for by the
end of 1956. By that time tight money
and GSA’s resistance to rising interest
rates brought the infant program to a
virtual standstill. The Budget Bureau
decreed that financing contracts could
not be made on the basis of yield or
interest-equivalent over 4 per cent.

Unable to move any projects at
that price, GSA made a virtue of
necessity and last February announced
it was suspending the program “to
avoid aggravating inflationary pres-
sures . .. in the construction industry”
(ForuM, March ’57). Two months ago,
GSA lifted this suspension, and, most
significantly, the Budget Bureau author-
ized financing at whatever rates the
GSA judged “reasonable.”

In sharp contrast to the former 4
per cent ceiling were the rates on the
first five financing contracts approved
by GSA last month. The Bankers Life
Co. of Des Moines agreed to put up
$5.8 million at 4.74 per cent over 25
years for a federal office building in
Albuguerque; $11.5 million for an
Atlanta building and $2.1 million for
a Kansas City building, both at 4.97
per cent for 25 years, and $1.6 million
at 4.97 per cent for ten years for a
building in Council Bluffs Iowa. The
Equitable Life Insurance Co. of Iowa
agreed to provide $1.1 million for ten
vears at 5 per cent for a Burlington
Towa building. No acceptable bids
were received on five other projects out
of the first “test group” of ten that

continued on page 11
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Trinity white—the whifest white cement—is a true portland.

The gleaming sparkling whiteness as mass or contrast increases the

stature of good design. Use it for architectural concrete units;

stucco; terrazzo; and wherever high light-reflection is indicated.

Tfinity white meets all Federal and ASTM specifications.

‘A Product of GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT CO.

Chicago

x
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Cha.ﬂ‘anroog;— .
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<= This greyness of
grey portland cement is
absent in Trinity White.
That's why Trinity White
is best where concrete is
to be linted. There is no
muddinessto your colors.
You get cleaner, truer
values,

Tnﬁpa . os Angeles




GSA advertised last month. Its prompt
approval of the first five at rates up
to 5 per cent, however, gave institu-
tional lenders their first clear indication
of what rates GSA might consider
“reasonable” and was expected to in-
crease the number of offers GSA would
receive on future projects.

Currently GSA has authority to
proceed with 97 lease-purchase projects
to cost about $700 million, including
the five approved last month. Basic
lease-purchase legislation was allowed
to lapse last July, but, GSA officials
hope present progress with the pro-
gram will influence Congress to re-enact
the basic law and allow it to plan many
more sorely-needed public buildings
throughout the country using this
method of financing.

The post office has a separate, smaller
lease-purchase program: 48 projects lo
cost a total of about $24 million. On
the first (and biggest) project, a $7.4
million post office for Denver, the Post
Office Department advertised after the
Budget Bureau canceled its 4 per cent
vield limit, it received six bids—the
lowest at 5.125 per cent. It rejected
them all and will call for new bids in
another few weeks, after revising the
construction plans to save on gross
costs. This month the Post Office will
also advertise another 10 or 12 proj-
ects for a total of about $2.5 million.

While the GSA program was in sus-
pension and limited to 4 per cent yield,
Omaha business and civie leaders con-
cocted a plan to assure early construc-
tion of a ten-story $9.5 million federal
building and post office (designed by
three local architectural firms: Hen-
ningson, Durham & Richardson ; Steele,
Sandham & Steele, and Kirkham,
Michael & Associates). To circumvent
the yield freeze, the city of Omaha
assumed the role of builder-investor.
By selling 25-year tax-exempt revenue
bonds, backed by GSA’s lease payments,
the city could obtain funds for less
than 4 per cent—a far lower cost than
a private investor-builder would have
to pay. Omaha voters approved this
precedent-setting plan by a two-to-one
margin last month on assurances that
it would not cost local taxpayers a
cent. The Chamber of Commerce, in
fact, put up $30,000 to cover the costs
of the special election.

The Omaha plan reflects an ironic
situation: years ago the federal gov-
ernment abolished tax exemption on all
federal borrowing, but in this case a
federal project will use the tax-exempt
privileges of a local government.

News

cont'd

BUILDING ACTIVITY

New York City’s office building boom is still robust,
Astor Plaza postponement misinterpreted

When Vincent Astor temporarily halted
excavation work for his 46-story Astor
Plaza office building in New York in
October, rumors spread far and fast.
Lack of mortgage funds was the most
widely rumored reason for the sus-
pension, and in many quarters this
was erroneously interpreted as a sign
that New York’s fabulous office build-
ing boom (Forum, March '57) was
nearing its end.

Behind the stated reason for the
suspension, however, there were other
complex reasons that discreet Astor
aides preferred mot to discuss. Most
unofficial stories suggest that the pro-
ject somehow drifted out of control
for lack of wise, forceful coordination
somewhere near the top. According to
one report, Astor innocently or inad-
vertently disposed of too many “pieces”
of the equity position too liberally—
and one day was shocked to discover
that he was to supply practically all
the necessary cash but would receive
scarcely half of the property’s earnings.

By other accounts, Astor summarily
dispensed with the services of two
groups previously associated with the
project, virtually fore up the entire
original deal, and then faced up to two
unhappy alternatives: 1) to dispose of
major control of the entire project to
other interests, or 2) to reorganize the
project into a more practical, workable
building and investment “package”
again almost from scratch.

Project never dropped

Several points are crystal clear,
however. The project has never been
canceled. Ever since October, when
work was suspended, the Astor office
has been busy on the project. All New
York real estate and building authori-
ties expect to see the job go ahead
again before long, because the property
is basically so valuable, so well located,
and otherwise so suitable for a major
office building.

What rankled many of the city’s
realty and building leaders was the un-
due attention and misinterpretation the
Astor upset received—as if it were a
warning of an impending industry-wide
recession. Actually, how robust is the
Astor Plaza project and the over-all

New York building boom in general?

The best answer is to be found in
the number of experienced New York
builders who were ready to take over
all or part of the Astor venture when
it was “peddled all over town.” The
most savvy, however, wanted the right
to make some changes in the project in
line with their own ideas of the best
kind of building to erect, and the
easiest to finance. Most wanted to
reduce the open plaza area to obtain
what they considered a “more econom-
ical” building with larger floors than
provided in the original architectural
plang of Carson & Lundin, Kahn &
Jacobs, associated architects. One had
a more specific objection: that the pro-
posed structure was “over-elevatored”
for its size—an expensive luxury.

There was one factor that would
prevent any drastic changes or down-
grading for the project, however. Other
members of the Astor clan control the
land, and, as a condition to leasing it
to Vincent (or his successors), they
retain veto control over the design of
any building erected on it. So far, the
collective Astors are interested only
in proposals guaranteeing a prestige
development compatible with what they
consider the site's greatest long-range
investment potential.

Industry leaders are far more willing
te be quoted on the general outlook for
new office construction in New York.

ASTOR PLAZA project suspension set build-
ing industry buzzing. Most guesses as to why
work stopped were wrong. Carson & Lundin,
Kahn & Jacobs, associate architects.




By the latest count of the Real Estate
Board of New York, 73 buildings of
some 19.3 million square feet have
been completed since the end of World
War I1; 15 structures with another 5.7
million square feet are under construc-
tion; plans have been filed for 29 more
with an additional 14.4 million feet.
Most authorities agree that prospects
are bright for several more years of
high building activity. Typical views:

P “We may be getting near the peak of
demand,” says Norman Tishman, presi-
dent of the Tishman Realty & Construc-
tion Co., Inc. A month ago this company
opened its newest, 38-story, 1,050,000
square foot building at 666 Fifth Ave.,
92 per cent rented. Although his com-
pany has no other New York office
building on the boards at present, Tish-
man said it would not hesitate to under-
take another if a “package” that met
all its criteria materialized: good loca-
tion, good land price, and an initial
commitment from one substantial ten-
ant for about 20 per cent of the build-
ing, as a starter.

P Erwin S. Wolfson, chairman of Diesel
Construction Co., Inc., gave several
examples of the rental market potential
that are encouraging him to plan addi-
tional structures. At the completion of
steelwork last month, his newest
insurance distriet building (100 Church
St.) was 90 per cent rented. An amaz-
ing number of tenants in old, off-location
buildings want new, modern quarters,
he declares. He cited one industry
group of eight or ten companies that

are now dispersed in a midtown fringe
area, but have indicated their desire
to locate closer to each other in a new
first-class structure of about 500,000
square feet. A second industry group
that would require about this much
space also is “ripe” for a similar move,
he said.

p Over the next six to eight vears New
York can absorb another 15 million
square feet of new space, according to
Wylie F. L. Tuttle Jr., of Collins, Tut-
tle & Co., agent for many of the city's
new buildings. Tuttle cited a build-
ing at 42nd St. and Third Ave., that
was 82 per cent rented upon completion
of steel work last month. Others are
renting equally well, he said. Tuttle
also said he knew of seven so-far un-
announced office projects currently be-
ing “worked up” by various investor-
builders.

» Conservative but optimistic, Edmund
F. Wagner, president of General Realty
& Utilities Corp., reported good demand,
although admittedly some slow-up.
“You can't add 25 million feet to the
supply without affecting the market,”
he explained. “Of course ‘the tree
doesn’t grow to the sky.” Last month
his firm’s new uptown textile area
building at 40th St. and Sixth Ave.
was 60 per cent rented when steel was
raised; its 20 Broad Street tower,
adjoining the Stock Exchange, com-
pleted last May, had been 100 per cent
rented before steel was above ground.
He said he would consider starting
another building, but only in a prime

Competitions decide two mural and sculpture awards

Artists were encouraged last month by
two new buildings that will use spe-
cially commissioned murals and sculp-
ture to complement their architecture.

P In Lincoln Neb., the Continental Na-
tional Bank announced a $25,000 first-
prize competition for a large 1215 foot
by 96 foot mural, “The Riches of
Nebraska,” to cover one entire wall of
its new glass-front building by Davis
& Wilson, Lincoln architects. From
applicants who qualify by March 1, the
bank’s mural committee, chaired by
Fred N. Wells of the Nebraska Art As-
sociation, will choose up to six finalists.
Each of these will be paid $2,500 for

their sketches, which will be exhibited -

for two weeks in July for public bal-
loting as part of the procedure for
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selecting the top prize winner. The
state governor will also cast a vote.

P In New York, Builder Erwin S. Wolf-
son awarded a $12,000 commission to
Sculptor Frank Eliscu to execute a 6%
foot bronze nymph and lobby fountain
for a 20-story, $28 million office build-
ing for the Diesel Construction Co.,
headed by Wolfson. This building de-
signed by Emery Roth & Sons is now
nearing completion in the insurance dis-
trict. Eliscu won the commission in a
four-man competition conducted for
Wolfson by the National Sculpture So-
ciety under the direction of Leo Fried-
lander, Paul Manship and Sidney
Waugh. The other competitors were
Clara Fasano, Herbert Lewis Kam-
merer and Anthony de Francisci.

location and only at the right terms.

Most industry leaders reported rents
for new space holding firm, and Tuttle
predicted they would probably rise this
year because of reduced production in
the face of steady demand. Typical
space in a good new building that
would have leased for $4.75 a square
foot four years ago now costs about
$5.25 a foot, Tuttle estimates, and may
advance to perhaps $5.50 by the end
of this year.

But if actual dollar rents are not
declining, some observers report market
“easing” of another type. More new
buildings are offering floor covering,
venetian blinds and other amenities.
And average leasing periods are short-
ening, from about 15 years two or
three years ago to perhaps 11 or 12
years today. Owners of older build-
ings are still re-renting at very high
rates all the space vacated by tenants
moving into new structures, but to do
so they are finding it increasingly
necessary to offer concessions and pro-
vide air conditioning or other expensive
capital outlay modernization. Mortgage
financing has also been becoming
noticeably more difficult for older un-
modernized buildings.

As always, the key to all construction
is the availability of mortgage funds.
Admittedly this has been a trouble-
some factor and something of a drag
during the past two years. At one
point, for instance, insurance companies
were quietly but quite effectively ad-
vised that the State Insurance Depart-
ment (which never overtly presumes to
interfere in investment policies) would
be much happier if they tightened
their mortgage-bond financing practices.
After that, such bonds were treated
exactly like regular mortgage loans
when these lenders determined the
amount of money to advance on any
single building, and this made it neces-
sary for owner-builders to provide 5 to
10 per cent more equity than previously
for some office ventures. Almost without
exception, however, New York experts
believe that any sound, well-located,
quality-tenanted structures, if they are
promoted by experienced owner-build-
ers, can obtain financing without exces-
sive difficulty—and this includes Astor
Plaza.

Actually, the postwar lending pat-
tern for new office buildings has had
a built-in safeguard against reckless,
speculative overbuilding. As a rule,
commitments have not been binding
until the builder showed the lender
long-term lease agreements from enough
satisfactory tenants to assure financial




stability for the building, even if the
rest of its space remained vacant in-
definitely. Under this system, for in-
stance, excavation had not even been
started last month for the 60-story,
$50-to-$60-million, stainless steel New
York tower just morth of Rockefeller
Center that was announced in Dec.
1956 by Realtors Peter B. Ruffin and
John Galbreath (ForuM, Jan. ’57).

Once-burned-twice-shy lending insti-
tutions developed this system out of
their painful memory of the large num-
bers of speculative buildings they had
to aequire through foreclosure in the
Thirties.

As Realtor-Developer Robert W.
Dowling, president of the City Invest-
ing Co., puts it: “There is really no
risk of New York becoming wildly
overbuilt again this time. This loan
commitment system devised by our
highly educated lenders will prevent it.”

e SusInRes -

Lumber exchange closes
for lack of volume

Western lumbermen who tried to
pioneer in Portland Ore. a National
Lumber Exchange that would operate
like the nation’s security and commod-
ity exchanges (ForuM, Oct. '57) have
admitted failure.

On Dec. 4, little more than a month
after opening, officers closed the ex-
change because of insufficient business.
This was accentuated by the extreme
slowness of the entire lumber market
in recent months, and also by opposi-
tion from some large wholesalers who
objected to the exchange’s willingness
to sell direct to retail lumber dealers.

Fred C. Talbot, board chairman and
treasurer, said the founders of the
exchange, which was organized as a
private company, are now forming a
standard type of wholesale lumber
products firm, Lumber National, Inc.,
to replace their ill-starred trading floor
and “big board” venture. He said the
short-lived exchange had demonstrated
the feasibility of the idea, “but in
any commodity exchange, volume of
business and complete cooperation of
industry are necessary ingredients for
success.” If another attempt is made
to establish such an exchange, he added,
it should be a cooperative effort with
more support from all segments of
the forest products industry.

H. LA PLANT

AIR ACADEMY TAKES SHAPE

Two and a half years ago, Architect Nathaniel
Owings of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill looked
at the pine-covered grandeur of Colorado's
Rampart Range, then at SOM’s model for the
new, $126 million Air Force Academy which is
to lie on the broad plain beneath the moun-
tains. In this setting, Owings said, ‘““the build-
ings themselves should seem unimportant.”

As these first Air Academy buildings rise
from the shadow of the Ramparts, it is obvi-
ous Owings was too modest. The service build-
ings (left) and the dormitories (below) already
show the lean crispness that characterizes
SOM design. Finished in glass and aluminum,
the dormitory and classroom complex (bottom)
dominates the scene. The first cadets will
move into the academy next September, al-
though all buildings will not be finished for
about four more years.

H. LA PLANT






COMPLETE WITH HARDWARE
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AVOID CUSTOM ENGINEERING DELAY. SPECIFY AETNAPAK IN-STOCK DOOR-AND-
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A NEW Look
In Skydomes
... With NEW Features

Now the famous Wascolite Reflectadome with Solatex Silver,
that admits less solar heat than any other Skydome, is available in a
new self-flashing design with an integral reinforced plastic base that is
chemically welded, not laminated, to the dome itself. This exclusive
design also prevents any condensation, reduces heat gain and heat loss
to negligible proportions, and permits a new low silhouette.

The four-inch flange allows quick, inexpensive, self-flashing
installation. The flange is nailed directly to the roof and the roofing
is then built-up over it making a permanent watertight seal.

*Trademark of Wasco Products, Inc.

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS WRITE:

WASCO PRODUCTS, INC.

Bay State Road, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts
Wasco Chemical (Canada) Ltd., Toronto 15, Canada
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I_I O Q ' ZO N Wall System by Hauserman . . .

greatest possible flexibility in design, function and materials

Now, you can give your clients custom-designed executive office interiors without the
often prohibitive cost of custom fabrication. You can accomplish this with Horizon®
because it offers you a unique method of custom selection which provides complete
freedom to choose wall panel material, color, texture and arrangement.

The widest possible choice of materials is offered for HOrR1ZON panels including genuine
wood, plastic, aluminum, glass and baked-enameled steel. The shape, material and finish
of posts may also be custom selected, and there is a choice of panel-joint treatment through
various applications of distinctive feature inserts in any color. Various patterns of glass
add yet another dimension for expressing custom design.

Like all HAuserMAN Walls, new HORIZON components are completely movable and
re-usable. And depending upon the choice of materials, HorizoN Walls can be virtually
maintenance free.

Your nearby HAUSERMAN representative can quickly and graphically illustrate the com-
plete flexibility of HorizoN. Consult the Yellow Pages (under PARTITIONS) and call today.

MOVABLE HAUSERMAN INTERIOR WALLS

National Lifetime Service...An Exclusive Hauserman Dividend

e B TR THE E. F. HAUSERMAN COMPANY
" 7138 Grant Avenue, Cleveland 5, Ohio
Hauserman of Canada Ltd.

91 Yonge St., Toronto, Ontario

Please send your new full-color HORIZON literciture fo:

Name

Company. . —_— Title —

Street — = - S
City___ — Zone State ."

-
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report to architects:

The message below appears in the January issue of
Fortune magazine. It is directed to your clients, those
people who, with your help, make the important
decisions for present and future building . . . to tell
them again of a new application for aluminum which

you might specify.

For you, golden mesh of Alcoa® Aluminum has
unlimited and highly dramatic possibilities. Here is a
fresh new way to bring beauty with a touch of ele-
gance to modern architecture. A new design concept
for exterior metal wall facings. Brightness and warmth

for interiors, too!

Alcoa’s experience and technology in this field is
readily available. Contact your nearest Alcoa sales
office, or write Aluminum Company of America,
1887-A Alcoa Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania.

Alcoa’s golden aluminum crown for architecture

The delicate golden tracery that sheaths Alcoa’s new Atlanta
sales office brings a new dimension to aluminum in archi-
tecture . . . and to business.

New color magic—golden aluminum mesh against a back-
drop of rich blue aluminum curtain walls—combines with
the practicality of aluminum in a building whose beauty
will endure. And in so doing, creates a warm, pleasant place
to work. A downright inviting office for customers.

Golden mesh of Alcoa Aluminum extruded bars and chan-
nels offers unlimited possibilities to brighten interiors, to

elegantly crown exteriors.
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On the practical side, this building exterior requires no
maintenance. Aluminum has the unique ability to withstand
heat, humidity, sea spray, airborne dirt and fumes. And
aluminum curtain walls reduce structural framing require-

ments, lower foundation costs, save floor space.

For this and many other important developments in alu-
minum for architecture, Alcoa offers help to you and your
architect. All we have learned we will gladly share. Aluminum
Company of America, 1887-A Alcoa Building, Pittsburgh 19,

Pennsylvania.

Building: Aleoa District Sales Office, Atlanta, Ga. « Architect: Schell, Deeter & Stott, Pittsburgh, Pa. * General Conlractor:
George A. Fuller Co., Atlanta, Ga. = Associate Contractor: Van Winkle & Co., Atlanta, Ga. * Aluminum Mesh Spandrels and
Lobby Ornamentation: The W.S. Tyler Co., Cleveland, Ohio » Fabricators: Aluminum-—General Bronze Corp., Garden City, N.Y.

0

@ NEW! “ALCOA THEATRE"

v Exciting Adventure

Q Alternate Monday Evenings

Your Guide to

the Best in

Aluminum Value
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An architect of our acquaintance whistled softly
when he saw the Delta (above) from our new Flight
Line. First he saw the massive, executive appearance,
the unique Delta wing shape. Next his eyes explored
the built-in conveniences that help a busy man get
through more work each day. But the principal rea-
son for his long, low whistle was the sudden realiza-
tion that here at last was a way he could create highly
individualized furniture while still taking full ad-
vantage of the economies of mass production. That's
what Steelcase can do for you. Our engineers, de-

The architect whistled

signers and entire creative staff will be pleased to
work with you in creating distinctively different
Steelcase furniture for you and for your clients.
Steelcase Inc.. Grand Rapids, Michigan. In Canada:
Canadian Steelcase Co., Ltd., Don Mills, Ontario.

Write for our full-color brochure
% Ask your secretary to write for a copy

S
- of our new full-color brochure on the

... il = | Flight Line. Write Dept. A. Steelcase
Inc., Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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“EASIEST PAINT
IN THE WORLD
TO CLEAN!"

EWTONE Multicolored Textured Paint
stays cleaner longer, too!

Usually, Plextone can be cleaned easily, quickly, with soap
and water. Yet, depending upon how difficult the dirt, how
stubborn the stain, you can scrub it—scour it—even sand it!
Plextone can withstand such treatment—again and again—
because its unique physical properties make it more re-
sistant to wear than ordinary paints. As for staying cleaner
longer, Plextone has anti-static properties too! Thus Plextone
tends to repel dirt!

What is Plextone? Plextone is a revolutionary idea in paint
chemistry: a wall coating composed of two or more colors
that are applied at ore time with just one spray coat. As the
separate colors lay in juxtaposition to one another, a thrill-
ingly new, 3-dimensional concept with depth and dimension
is achieved. Plextone is available in an infinite variety of multi-
colors, all offering easier-to-clean protection and beauty.

/

/

PLEXTONE Corporation of America
2125 McCarter Highway, Newark 4, N. 1.

! Please rush free color-flecked PLEXTONE color chips

. |

( 1
1
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)XTO N E I and application data. 1
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World's Largest Manufacturer of Multicolored Textured Paints

Title (or occupation)

| Corporation of lmenica

1
‘y FOUNDED BY MAAS & WALDSTEIN CO. Company

Street.

2125 McCarter Highway, Newark 4,N.J.

Midwest Division: 1658 Carroll Avenue, Chicago 12, lll.
Pacific Coast Division: 10751 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 34, Calif.

Cif}f Zone. State.
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A continuing serles of outstanding schools, churches, office buildings, hospitals and industrial structures using NORTON DOOR CLOSERS.

\ ? ‘lz“ \

John Lyon Reid and Partners,
Architects and Engineers,
San Francisco

PACE-SETTER IN MODERN SCHOOL PLANNING
USES NORTON DOOR CLOSERS EXCLUSIVELY

Hillsdale High School, San Mateo, California

In planning this outstanding school, the archi- Standard throughout are dependable Norton
tect looked far ahead to possible future needs. Surface Mounted Door Closers...up-to-date
As a result, it will not soon be outmoded either versions of the sturdy Norton Closers still in
in appearance or in practical provisions for the daily use after serving continuously up to 30
ever-changing requirements of new courses and years and longer in some of America’s most
new methods of instruction. It looks to the famous public buildings. For fully illustrated
future, too, in every item of equipment, includ- data on these and other models, consult the
ing door closers. current Norton catalog. Write for it today.

NORTON

INAOOR

For Streamlined
Modern Design ...

e

b \
; A complete line of Norton
Surface-type Closers is available
for installations where
concealment is not essential.

NORTON

DOOR CLOSERS

Dept. AF-18 » Berrien Springs, Michigan

Avallable with (A) regular arm
and (B) holder arm...4 sizes
to meat all standard requirements.
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ARCHITECT: Reynolds, Smith and Hill
GENERAL CONTRACTOR: William S, Smith
ROOFER: Reeves Brothers

GOING UP ALL OVER AMERICA-SCHOOLS
WITH FIBERGLAS BUILT-UP ROOFS

and Fiberglas Roof Insulation. This is the Lake
Forest Hills High School in Jacksonville, Florida
. . . one of the many types of buildings coast to
coast where Fiberglas Built-Up Roofing and
Fiberglas Roof Insulation have been used to-
gether with notable success.

Architectural Forum / January 1958

DIRECTION

LIKE A FIBERGLAS BUILT-UP ROOF!

Applied by conventional methods, Fiberglas* Built-Up Roofing welds
instantly into a monolithic structure—with fiber-reinforced strength in every
direction. For long-lasting weathertight protection for your

buildings . . . specify Fiberglas
Built-Up Roofing and Fiberglas
Roof Insulation. For further
information, write to

Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp., FI B E R G LAS

Dept. 171-A, Toledo 1, Ohio.

OWENS-CORNING
e

*T.M. [Reg. U.S. Pot. Off) O-C.F. Corp.
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BE.§SER Compa'

The SPLIT | BLOCK M@W@/

Beautiful Adds Beauty and Dignity to this Quaint
Irish Church ... Yet Costs Considerably

Permanent Less than Any Quarried Stone
. Here is a fine le of ingenuity and fore-sight on the
E conomica l pait of the archﬁ?c??n designing a church to meet the needs

of the local community.

The members of this Irish church wanted the beauty and
permanence of building stone, but were faced with cost limi-
tations. They finally selected BES-STONE — the split block
with character because it has many of the qualities of fine
quarried stone, yet costs considerably less.

While relatively new in Ireland, BES-STONE has for years
been specified by American architects. Made of dense block
composed of carefully selected aggregate, BES-STONE offers
beauty, versatility in construction, freedom from costly
upkeep and a distinctive charm that lasts for years.

BES-STONE Split Block is available in a variety of
colors and patterns, for either veneer or solid
masonry construction. Ask your local Vibrapac
block plant for literature or write directly to
Besser Company, Alpena, Michigan.
Presbyterian Church, Malahide, County
Dublin, Ireland. Architect: W, I, Baird,
M.R.I.A.l., Kaye Parry, Ross &
Hendy, Contractor: 8, McConnell &

Company, Ltd. All block supplied
by Concrete Products of Ireland, Ltd.

Ll i

s
Dept. 179 * Alpena, Michigan, U.S.A.

FIRST IN CONCRETE BLOCK MACHINES

BES-STONE, the modern
building material, made from
Vibrapac Block produced on
a Besser Vibrapac. Available
in standard wall widths.

A7-152-1PBC




*Large, glare-free glass areas provided by

american LUSTRAGRAY have increased

Right—It's new. Designed and
engineered by Campbell Engineer-
ing Inc.— Built by H. F. Camp-
bell Construction Co.

President Owens speaks from first-hand experience
with AMERICAN LUSTRAGRAY sheer glass.
Even in critical work areas, its glare reduction
minimizes eyestrain and fatigue. Viewed from the
interior, this neutral gray tint glass gives “clear
glass” vision. Seen from the exterior, LUSTRA-
GRAY'S visual density provides a skin wall effect.
This permits large glass areas without losing
building design effect.

LUSTRAGRAY reduces both sun glare and
heat transmission. It is the most economical gray

WSW 6048
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the efficiency and added to the

comfort of our draftsmen”

—says Charles C. Owens, president of Campbell Engineering Inc., Detroit, Mich.

Below— New 80° x 80’ drafting room, glazed by West Detroit Glass Co. AMERICAN
LUSTRAGRAY reduces sun glare approximately 50% and actually sharpens the view.

glass on the market. Thicknesses: 3/16"', 7/32",
1/4"". Maximum size: 6" x 10". Available through
more than 500 glass jobbers. Write our Architec-
tural Promotion Department today for new 1958
General Catalog for your AIA file.

MODERN GLASS

=22 American

WINDOW COMPANY
PITTSBURGH, PA.

PLANTS, ARNOLD, PA. = ELLWOOD CITY, PA.
' JEANMNETTE, PA. » OKMULGEE, OKLA.
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A section 10" wide by
14" high with operating
sash was tested in a 140-
mile wind and 30 gallons
of water spray per min-
ute (equivalent to B” of
rainfall per hour) with no
leakage.

New Versatile-Wall
offers weather-

With Robertson Versatile Wall, architects and engineers can enjoy
full freedom of expression in the use of modular units and colors
and still be sure of the precision of fit necessary to resist the ravages
of weather. Developed after years of experience, research and
testing, this curtain-wall system c nes the advantages of stand-
ard units with the artistic latitude of tailor-made walls.

The results of extremely severe tests proved beyond a doubt
that the rugged, weathertight construction of Robertson Versatile
Wall can more than withstand the devastating forces of h
and tornadoes. Units are designed to expand and contract to take
care of building movement and steel framing tolerances without
loss of tight seal. Yet infinite design variety is available. Verticals

be made with a variety of sizes and shapes in stainless steel,
aluminum, bronze or porcelain enameled metal. Spandrels also can
be designed in a great variety of colors and textures.




Though any type of window can be specified, there are many
advantages to the new Robertson V-Window. Hinged at the side,
it swings into the room for safer and easier cleaning, plus a more
positive seal than possible with a pivoted window. An ingenious
hinge allows the window to be removed and replaced with a spare,
so that any reglazing can be done in the shop. Moreover, when a
hopper window is specified underneath, weight is better distributed
on the sill, and it is not necessary to accommodate pivots.

When you design your next curtain-wall building, take advantage
of this completely “weather-wise” system which allows so much
architectural latitude. Write for literature.

With 150 trained sales engineers and 60 qualified service dealers, Robertson is
ready to serve you in any part of the country. You will always have the best of
technical assistance when Robertson products are specified.
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H. H. Robertson Co.

50 years of experience in Puttyless Glazing Construction

2403 Farmers Bank Building + Pittsburgh 22, Pa.

In England — Robertson Thain Ltd., Ellesmere Port, Cheshire

In Canada— Robertson-Irwin Ltd., Hamilton, Ontario;
Edmonton, Alberta

— P

{
Please send additional information.
NAME
TITLE
COMPANY

ADDRESS




eres what makes
Bronze Valves

TYPICAL OF WALWORTH QUALITY is the union body-
to-bonnet connection which stiffens the body against
internal pressure; makes taking the valve apart a
simple operation and reduces the chances of distor-
tion or leakage even though the valve is repeatedly
taken apart and reassembled. With this type of con-
struction there is no possibility of the bonnet com-
ing off the valve while the handwheel is being turned.

survived 90 days.

hole in the body.

HEAVY BODY CONSTRUCTION is typical of all Wal-
worth Bronze Valves. Extra-thick walls and rugged
wrench hexes constitute a high safety factor and
prevent distortion while the valve is being installed
in the pipeline. Extra-deep pipe threads are aceu-
rately machined to eliminate leakage. Walworth
Bronze Valves are also available with flanged, silver-
brazed or soldered ends in certain sizes and types.

MEET THE CHAMP! The chief engineer of a midwestern plant had used a parade of
valves in severe boiler blowdown service. Most didn’t last longer than 60 days. None

On the recommendation of a Walworth Representative the engineer installed the
Walwerth No. 225P Bronze Globe Valve shown here, stating that he would be entirely
satisfied if it lasted a bare three months. Exactly 4 years and 362 days later the valve was
taken out of service—not due to the wire drawing, steam cutting and galling which made
the other valves short-lived—but because the highly turbulent steam finally wore a small

This is the kind of valve satisfaction you get—when you specify and use Walworth Bronze
Valves. They are the longest wearing, toughest bronze valves on the market.

Walworth Subsidiaries: ALLOY STEEL PRODUCTS CO. * CONOFLOW CORPORATION = GROVE VALVE AND REGULATOR CO.




EXTRA-LARGE STEMS with extra-long, extra-deep
threads prolong valve life, protect against wear and
distortion and provide tight positive shutoff. The
surface of the stem is machined to a glass-like finish
for minimum handwheel effort and to preserve the
packing which results in fewer inspections and less
maintenance. The top of the stem is tapered and
squared to hold the handwheel securely.

argain !

TO REDUCE WIRE DRAWING to a minimum, certain
types of bronze globe valves have stainless-steel plug-
type seats and discs heat-treated to a nominal hard-
ness of 500 Brinell, adding years to valve life even in
severe services. These valves can be tightly closed on
sand, grit or pipe scale without damage. Seats and
discs are machined simultaneously, assuring per-
fect mating.

There is a Walworth Bronze Gate, Globe, Angle or Check Valve for

every service. Walworth is continually developing new valve
types and materials, including plastics, to keep pace with the
growing variety and severity of services in modern industry. For
full information, see your Walworth Distributor or write:

Walworth, 60 East 42nd Street, New York 17,N. Y.

WALWORTH

Bronze Valves and Fittings

M & H VALVE & FITTINGS CO. » SOUTHWEST FABRICATING AND WELDING CO., INC. * WALWORTH COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD.
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an ideal specification for efficient

OFFICE DOOR CONTROL

“shall have GLYNN-JOHNSON...

GJ F 40 FLOOR TYPE (or GJ W 40 wall mounted) COMBINATION DOOR
STOP AND HOLDER."” (This simple, fool-proof device engages silently
and automatically to hold the door open. Releases with a firm pull.
Especially recommended for doors opening more than 110°, or to meet
budget limitations. All working parts are enclosed in a streamlined case
for maximum durability.)

“THREE GJ 64 for metal frame (or GJ 65 for wood frame) RUBBER

SILENCERS."” (Form pneumatic air pockets to absorb :

shock or noise of closing and create constant latch P i %
1

tension . . . no door rattling.)

Also GJ shock absorbing over- i
head arm type door holders for (i; T
entrance and other heavy duty L Q.
doors. A i

This ideal GJ specification for office
doors is used in such outstanding office
buildings as:

Socony Mobil Building, New York City
Harrison and Abramovitz and John B,
Peterkin — associated architects

State Mutual Life Assurance Company of
America, Worcester, Massachusetts, Hoyle,
Doran ond Berry, Boston, Mass. — architects

A & E and Research Buildings, Whiting, Ind.
Holabird & Root & Burgee, Chicogo, lllinois —
architects

———————————— — - — —— -

write for complete information and details

GLYNN *JOHNSON CORPORATION

4422 no. ravenswood ave. ¢ chicago 40, illinois



HOW

J&J GOT 2 FOR 1

With Brown & Grist Window Walls, Johnson &
Johnson got a two-story building for almost the
cost of a one-story, conventional wall structure.
B & G custom-built the 31-foot, two-story panels at
stock prices. They went up fast, saving months of
costly building time.

Johnson & Johnson's new Eastern Surgical Dressing Plant, North Brunswick, N. J. Engineered and built by Walter Kidde Constructers, Inc.,, New Yerk and Houston

BROWN & GRIST
WINDOW WALLS

Got a building on the board? Write for B & G Sweet’s catalogs today!

WHY

THE OVERHANG

This pleasing feature is also functional, keeping
glare out, and letting daylight in. Thanks to the
feather-lightness and high rigidity of Brown &
Grist Window Walls, it could be included without
costly structural steel support.

WHY

PORCELAIN PANELS

Designers picked porcelain-enamel steel for long
wear, low upkeep. Like 100 available materials,
these panels were weather-sealed at B & G's plant.
Kidde engineers chose B & G because “price and
delivery time were better” and “our experience
with Brown & Gristy has been very good.”

g G e T )

SERRTLUTIEERSA NI ERIANTIIAEANET A UNANIRAWNNE R

BROWN & GRIST, INC. _:}-r_j S e A, N,
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Here’s why architects Brown & Marx

for this beautiful
shopping center in
Kenosha, Wisconsin

Design a top quality structure on a modest
budget—that was the tough assignment handed
Chicago Architects Brown and Marx by the
Town & Country Shopping Center.

The assignment was accomplished with the
Butler Building System. In this system, a strong
load-bearing Butler rigid frame and a weather-
tight, die-formed Butler metal roof are the core
of the building. Pre-engineering insures that
these components fit together perfectly for fast,
low-cost assembly. Exceptional economy and
superior quality control are assured by mass
production.

Around this core, Architects Brown and Marx
designed the handsome structure pictured
above. The question uppermost in their minds
was how the use of pre-engineered and mass-
produced Butler components would affect their

specified Butler

A WA
Robert F. Brown

e

John N-. Marx

In-process shot of Kenosha project

design freedom. So they were pleased to find
that the Butler Building System in no way
hampered style, but rather made an interesting
study. They were able to exercise imagination
and skill in enclosing the rigid frame compo-
nents in non-load bearing curtain walls of tra-
ditional construction materials, and in so doing
achieve dynamic composition.

The shopping center consists of two low rigid
frame Butler buildings 40" apart. One is a 100’ x
140’ supermarket, the other a 100" x 100’ hard-
ware store. The area between is covered to pro-
vide space for two additional stores.

“This was our first experience with the Butler
System,” says Mr. Brown. “But not our last.”

For details on the lowest-cost way to build well,
see your Butler Builder. He’s listed in the Yellow
Pages under “Buildings” or “Steel Buildings.”

» BUTLER MANUFACTURING COMPANY

3&-‘.‘ Fﬂﬂ““dh 7336 East 13th Street, Kansas City 26, Missouri
Manufacturers of Buildings * Oil Equipment ¢ Farm Equipment = Dry Cl s Equip s  Outd Advertising Equipment * Custom Faobrication
Sales offices in Los Angeles and Richmond, Calif. « Houston, Tex. * Birmingham, Ala. * Atlanta, Ga. » Kansas City, Mo. * Minneapolis, Minn. * Chicage, IIl, » Detroit, Mich.

Cleveland, Ohio = Pittsburgh, Pa. * New Yark City and Syracuse, N.Y. * Boston, Mass. * Washington, D. C. = Burlington, Ontarie, Canada




Why

zinc-coated steel carries

lots of weight with todays architects

Specifications like this are becoming
more and more an old story to
architects everywhere:

SHEET METAL WORK—
Materials—Galvanized steel.
Unless otherwise specified, this
shall be of 26-gauge galvanized
sheet steel, of “Weirkote” with
make and gauge stamped on
each sheet.

And there’s plenty of reason for speci-
fying Weirkote zinc-coated steel. In-
side or outside the building—in heat-
ing and ventilating ductwork, ducts for
dust and fume removal, rain drainage

items; water type air coolers, other
uses—Weirkote brings greater dura-
bility and corrosion resistance to sheet
metal work. And the cost is low com-
pared with other materials.

Weirkote, made by a continuous gal-
vanizing process, has the skin-tight zinc
coating that won’t flake or peel despite
punishing fabrication or rough han-
dling on the job.

Free Weirkote Booklet

Send for the new Weirkote booklet to-
day. Write Weirton Steel Company,
Dept. P-7, Weirton, West Virginia.

WEIRTON STEEL
COMPANY

WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA

a division of

| NATIONAL STEEL ,




NEW Suntile
INSTALLS CLEAN AND EASY

Cuts Installation

A tremendous forward step for ceramic tile—with benefits
to architect, contractor, and buyer!

Suntile SETFAST Wall Tile is the most modern, strongest
and fastest method of installing tile.

It's economical. SETFAST fits Suntile to modest budgets.
No need to use substitutes.

Suntile SETFAST Wall Tile

...pre-bonded on durable fiber
that strengthens tile-to-wall
bond like the ribs in reinforced
concrete . . . and provides an
additional safety factor for
vibration, structural shifts and
temperature changes!

In 16 most popular colors.
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SETFAST Wall Tite

WITH STRONGEST BOND

Time and Costs

FAST INSTALLATION — Ideally suited for thin-set MODERN ECONOMY — 12-tile, factory inspected PERFECT SPACING — beautifully precise, auto-

installation method using either an approved units cover 1% sq. ft. matic alignment and easy handling. SETFAST
adhesive or self-curing mortar. Where necessary Individual operations reduced. wall Tile conforms perfectly to minor irregular-
SETFAST may be installed over mortar beds of ities in existing wall surface!

conventional thickness. No soaking required!

Suntile SETFAST Ceramics

— in one-by-two foot sheets offer you design versatility with
unheard of economy!
Mechanic sets 288 one-by-one inch ceramics at once, perfectly
bonded and spaced. He can inspect his work, avoid error,
because he installs ceramics face up.
No paper to soak off, no mess to clean. Tile can be grouted immediately!
SETFAST ceramic patterns encourage originality in floor and wall design
— patterns, geometrics, abstracts, and randoms.
Available from stock, including the famous, exclusive Max Spivak motifs!
Send for catalog.

CAN OUR SPECIAL DESIGN STAFF HELP YOU?
Qur ceramic artists, headed by Harry J. Macke, will be glad to suggest tile
applications to your plans or elevations; or put your own tile designs
in layout form.

“*Patent Pending

THE CAMBRIDGE TILE MFG. CO.

P. O. Box 71, Cincinnati 15, Ohio
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7 % 0O — A FUTURE OF FAULTLESS SERVICE

ADMINISTRATION and LABORATORY
BUILDING & MANUFACTURING PLANT
AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC COMPANY
Northlake, fllinois

THE AUSTIN COMPANY

designers, engineers and builders
ECONOMY PLUMBING & HEATING CO.
plumbing contractor

WARREN BARR SUPPLY CO.
wholesale distributor

CRANE CO.

plumbing fixtures manufacturer

Framed in a gently rolling country club setting 15 miles Northwest of Chicago's Loop
is this newest addition to the DELANY family of prestige installations . . . 2 manufacturing
unit of the General Telephone System and one of the largest industrial
buildings in Mid-America. A single 35 acre roof sheltering 10,000 employees,
formerly housed in 17 multi story buildings, indicates the immensity of the structure.
Containing its own police and fire departments, a medical center, a bakery, and extensive dining facilities, the
high standards of design are evident in details everywhere. In 41 gleaming ultra modern washrooms . . . each one a
model of sanitation . . . nearly 700 DELANY diaphragm type FLUSH VALVES were selected
to provide the attractive styling and unflagging service that such a carefully planned project

deserves. Confidence in DELANY has made DELANY—"the fastest growing name in flush valves!”

DELANY FLUSH VALVES LEAD THE FIELD

IN PRODUCT DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
One of the most advanced examples of superior design is the D E L A N I
exclusive ""Rubberflex” bandle unit . . . standard on all Delany
Flush Valves. Utilizing a wall of rubbers to seal off the possibility
of leakage through the bandle . . . the ""Rubberflex” greatly re-
duces one of the most common complaints of flush valves. Con-
taining four parts, the ""Rubberflex' bandle is entirely springless
and packless.

COTIE & DELANY CO. '« 536 KNG AVE. » BROOKIYI. NEw youx T TE T R tiese

IN CAMADA: THE JAMES ROBERTSON CO., LTD.
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GILT-EDGED BANK

Judged by its appearance (be-
low), Citizens State Bank in
Oklahoma City will look im-
pressively well-heeled. The 145-
foot geodesic dome covering
the bank’s new quarters will
be gold anodized Kaiser alumi-
num in 620 pentagon shapes.
Inside, tellers’ and officers’ sec-
tions will be separated by
plantings. Architects: Bailey,
Bozalis, Dickinson, & Roloff,

Oklahoma City.
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PHILADELPHIA DAY SCHOOL CHAPEL

Use the cross as the core of
the design, and provide space
for an organ. That was Archi-
tect Vincent G. Kling’s man-
date from the students of the
Episcopal Academy, Overton
Pa. How Kling answered these
demands, which resulted from

roundup of recent and significant proposals

a student poll, shows up in the
photo above. His Greek cross
plan answers the first require-
ment, and there is indeed space
for an organ. A special cam-
paign is under way to raise
$400,000 for the chapel—and
for the all-important organ.

PLANES AND PASSENGERS IN PROXIMITY

Like TWA (p. 78), American
Airlines will build a new ter-
minal at New York’s Idlewild
Airport. This one, designed by
Kahn & Jacobs, will cost $14
million and is to be completed

by mid-1959. Passengers will
step directly into planes from
enclosed corridors (see photo
below) which contract and
pivot away from the planes
after loading.
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SHOWCASE FOR LUMBER

Wood plays a major part in
the design for the Portland
Oregon Exposition-Recreation
Center. Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill even use wood to span
the 360-foot arena: laminated
wood plate girders supported
by laminated wood jack
trusses. The exhibition hall
will be recessed into the site
to permit rooftop parking.

14-STORY LIFT SLAB

Joseph, Vladeck & Abraben,
Miami Beach and New York
architects, designed these 14-
story glass-aluminum twin
towers for a luxury coopera-
tive apartment project in Hal-
landale Fla. Lift Slab of
Florida, Inc. says it will set a
world’s record for lift slab
height.

HUGE LOS ANGELES GARAGE

An immense 11-level public
garage for 4,000 cars that
would occupy almost two full
blocks (connected at basement
levels) has been proposed for
the Los Angeles Civie Center.
Private capital would build

and operate the project under
an arrangement by which it
would revert to the city after
the private investment is fully
amortized. Victor Gruen & As-
sociates are architects for the
project, now under study.

TEXAS LOOK-ALIKES

Designed to conform as closely
as possible to the original
Texas Co. building in Houston,
the addition (left, below) will
top it by three stories but is
otherwise a close match. Archi-
tects: Kenneth Franzheim,
Charles S. Chase, associates.

BOB DAILEY

VERSATILE AUDITORIUM

Toronto’s 3,200-seat O’Keefe
Auditorium will have the most
flexible acoustic controls ever
designed: walls made entirely
of movable panels that can be
adjusted to either absorb or re-
flect sound. Architects: Earle
C. Morgan and Page & Steele,
with Eggers & Higgins as
consultants.

MAX FLEET

EXCEPTIONAL SCHOOL

An elevated passageway from
the second floor of a crescent-
shaped classroom building will
be the only means for students
to reach the cireular library
(r) 9% feet above the ground
at the Scottsdale Arizona High
School. As designed by Phoe-
nix Architect Mel C. Ensign,
the crescent classroom build-
ing eventually will be ex-
panded to full circle. Cluster
of three smaller round admin-
istration buildings (top, cen-
ter) will adjoin an 800-car
parking field.




Projects

cont’'d

FIVE NEW COLLEGE BUILDINGS

1. CHICAGO LAW SCHOOL

To accommodate rising student
enrollment, the University of
Chicago will replace its pres-
ent law school with a roomier
one (r.) Designed by Eero
Saarinen & Associates, Bloom-
field Hills Mich., the new law
school will have a six-story
main building, a smaller class-
room and seminar unit, and an
elliptical auditorium and court-
room. Cost: $4.1 million.

3. UCLA SCIENCE BUILDING

Several UCLA departments
will share space in a second
Engineering-Physical Sciences
Building designed by Stanton
& Stockwell, The $4 million
building, which will house a
computer center and penthouse
meteorology lab, as well as
administrative offices, is sched-
uled for completion by 1959.

W
mm

4. UCLA STUDENT UNION

This $6 million completely air-
conditioned four-story student
union building was designed
for UCLA by Welton Becket
& Associates. Extensive facili-
ties will inelude bowling alleys,
billiard rooms, and a special
food vending machine area.

Its column-free hall will hold
3,000 dancers.

——

iK1
e

2. ART BUILDING

With the help of a $650,000
gift from the Steinberg Chari-
table Trust, Washington Uni-
versity of St. Louis plans to
erect the art and archaeology
building designed by Fumihiko
Maki of the planning staff.

5. UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE

Since its founding in 1822,
Vermont’s College of Medicine
has outgrown a succession of
cramped quarters. Last Octo-
ber ground was broken for the
first unit—a laboratory and
clinical research building (ex-

|

treme right above)—of a $7
to $8 million medical build-
ing in Burlington. Architects:
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill;
Freeman, French, Freeman of
Burlington, associated archi-
tects.

WESTERN SHOPPING CENTER

Sears, Roebuck & Co. broke
ground last month for the first
unit in the $28 million Palma
Ceia Shopping Plaza (below)
in Hayward Calif. On comple-
tion this center will house 107

different tenants. The Urban
Land Institute ranks it as the
largest Pacific Coast regional
shopping center, and the na-
tion’s sixth in store area.

Eight thousand shoppers will

be able to park at one time.
David T. Johnson of Oakland
is architect for the over-all de-
velopment; Reynolds & Cham-
berlain of Oakland, architects
for the Sears building.




New Doors of

LIFETIME ALUMINUM

for Commercial and Industrial Buildings

Almost Maintenance-Free — Aluminum Designs

Blend with Modern Planning

Now . . . magnificent doors of lifetime aluminum, built
to your own specifications, can add functional beauty
to the buildings that take shape from your plans! Con-
structed in the same time-saving, money-saving way*
as the new Panoramic Door that has taken industry by
storm, The “Overaeap Door” in lifetime aluminum
has narrower stiles and rails, yet is far stronger than
ever before. These doors weigh approximately the same

as wood doors. Slightly greater initial cost is offset by
the savings in maintenance! The gleaming anodized fin-
ish, inside and out, is permanent—never needs paint.
Keyway construction permits easy replacement of com-
ponents if damaged. For details of construction, sizes,
special features, see pages 38-39, Sweet’s Architectural

161 . "
Catalog g, or write us for 56-page hard-bound catalog
with traceable drawings.

* Patents Pending

OVERHEAD DOOR CORPORATION, Hartford City, Indiana
Manufacturing Divisions : Hillside, N. J.; Nashua, N. H.; Corlland, N. Y.;
Lewistown, Pennsylvania; Dallas, Teras; Portland, Oregon.

For 36 Years . . . Architects Have Specified The ““OVERHEAD DOOR** More Than Any Other Brand !

‘ New Panoramic Aluminum Door—handsome,
mainlenance-free, weathertight —blends beauti-
Sfully with modern design—was an insiant hit
with the oil indusiry. Gives allendanis full vision

of traffic, parking areas and pumps.

1957 A. I. A. Prize-Winning Design—Middle- |
sex Mutual Trust Building at Waltham, Mas-
sachusells, uses this special flush aluminum
“OveErHEAD Door.” Door shown opens info the
recewving room of lhe insurance company’s office
building. Another door is in the basement garage.

Architectural
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. e e
Merchanls National Bank at Mobile, Alabama, provides drive-in facilities with the addilion of a new Molor
Branch and Parking Building. Two aluminum * OVERHEAD Doors,” with bollom seclions louvered o
permil escape of erhausl fumes, give an allraclive ** slore fronl” appearance to the building. The larger
door, 26'9” wide, is maiched by a door of the same size and design on the enlrance side of the building.
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Typical installation

FLEXALARM Automatic

Fire Alarm System

NON-CODE BOX AND -
AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTOR, "
~/ LOOP L ,

-

NON-CODE BOX AND
AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTOR, >
100P 2

()
~

IR0 LOOP FOR
BOX AND
AUTOMATIC
Fil

L
DETECTOR,
SAME AS
LOOPS 1 AND 2

1157230 VOLTS, ONE PHASE,
(OR TWO PHASES OF 120,208
VOLTS, 60 CYCLES.

COMPANY

In Conada: Northern Electric Co., Ltd., Belleville, Ont.

First When Seconds Count

The Modern ALL-IN-ONE

Fire Alarm System

GAMEWELL ﬁexa[ar /(4
P A

Here, for the first time, is a completely pre-engineered fire alarm system
. - . designed to give you new freedom and flexibility in specifications.

Complete Flexibility...Flexalarm is based entirely on the building-
block concept. Unit-type panel assemblies and components permit a com-
pletely tailored system for all types of construction, fire codes and life
hazards.

Easy to Specity, Economical to Buy...Building block design,
plus pre-engineered systems greatly simplify specification for all types of
buildings. Flexibility and ease of installation save money all down the
line . . . and all from one source, one line of equipment.

Send for New Flexalarm Manual . .. Easy-to-use technical
manual with functional descriptions, typical specifications and data on
major components. Get your copy now for time and cost saving on your
next project. And for specific technical assistance, ask to see a Gamewell
Engineer. GA7-18

THE GAMEWELL COMPANY, Dept. BB, Newton Upper Falls 64, Mass.
Send me the free Flexalarm Fire Alarm System Planning Guide, F249.

VMt e R RS Apelp S 7 Ut e D,
i N AR SO |5 o e s WA T 5
1 e AR TENORURIR I . .. <. . e P e e o
}_ R N e it ke s s e Zone. .. ... Sl s

Fire Alarm Systems Tailored to YOUR BUILDING...




Record building last year goes almost unnoticed
as industry worries about economic downturn

BOX SCORE OF CONSTRUCTION
(Expenditures in millions of dollars)

PRIVATE BUILDING
First 11 months

Nov. '57 1957 1966 +%

Nonresidential ...... 802 8,374 8,045 -+4

Industrial ......... 251 2,914 2,810 -4

Commercial ....... 332 3,265 3,326 —2
Offices; lofts;

warehouses ... 179 1,682 1,827 +11

Stores; restau-
rants; garages. 153 1,673 1,799 —13
Religious ......... 78 794 697 +14
Educational ....... 46 475 490 —3
Hospital; institutions 49 457 296 +54
Residential (nonfarm) 1,474 15,213 16,270 —6
Public utilities ..... 539 5,358 4,700 +14

*PRIVATE TOTAL 2,060 30,618 30,588 **

PUBLIC BUILDING

Nonresidential ...... 361 4,130 3,748 +10
Industrial ........ 32 423 408 +4
Educational ...... 234 2,605 2,348 +11
Hospital; institutions 24 306 276 +11

Residential ......... 55 450 262 +72

MIHEAPY <ovoennnesss 110 1,190 1,207 —8

Highways ..c.ccoces 405 4,540 4,231 47

Sewer; water ....... 106 1,248 1,176 +6

*PUBLIC TOTAL. 1,164 12,942 11,928 +9

*GRAND TOTAL. 4,114 43,560 42,516 +2

* Minor components not shown, so total exceeds
sum of parts.
#* Lesa than one per cent.
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If anybody doubted the fact, it is by
now a virtual certainty: 1957 was the
biggest building year ever. November’s
construction figures indicated a total
for the year of around $47 billion,
about 2 per cent better than 1956. (How
much of this is attributable to higher
prices isn’t clear yet, but 1957 activity
in terms of physical volume put in place
probably wasn’t more than a shade
higher than 1956.

Also official is the anatomy of the
1957 record in building volume (see
table, left). Total private building dol-
lar outlays edged up a bare 1 per cent;
most of the year-to-year gain was
achieved through a 12 per cent increase
over 1956 in public construction, largely
state and local building, Public resi-
dential building (mainly Capehart Act
housing on military reservations), ad-
ministrative and service construction,
highways and sewers showed the big-
gest 1957 gain in public construction.

Perhaps the most striking thing
about the new expenditures record is
that so few people in the industry are
paying muech attention to it. Their
indifference is understandable, how-
ever. They are already looking hard
at 1958, and there are just enough
dark clouds on the horizon to leave
them a little apprehensive.

Most important indicator of possible
trouble was the unemployment figure
of 3.2 million in November. There had
been some wary talk of perhaps 4 mil-
lion unemployed by the first quarter
of this year, but now some economists

W A WU JANSODND

kO

TOTAL EXPENDITURES for new construc-
tion were $4.1 billion in November, 4 per cent
above November 1956, For the first 11 months,
activity was 2 per cent ahead of 1956.

are raising their forecasts to 4 to 5
million jobless—and are saying the
economic slide may last longer than
first expected. So far, construction em-
ployment has held up better than manu-
facturing employment; recent figures
for contract construction employment
showed a drop of only 2.8 per cent
behind late 1956 figures.

Also worrying economists—particu-
larly those in Washington—is the dip
in industrial production, now off 5 per
cent from its December 1956 all-time
high. And most of that 5 per cent drop
came in October and November—the
September figure was only slightly
below the record high. The drop in
current output, coupled with record
spending for new plant in recent years,
points up the danger of overcapacity
in some industries, and consequent re-
percussions in the form of cutbacks
in new plant and equipment spending
this year.

There is little doubt now that capital
spending is slowing down. A recent
McGraw-Hill survey predicted a drop
of 7 per cent in dollar spending this
year from the 1957 peak. The latest
SEC-Commerce Department survey of
capital spending plans points to a drop
of 5 per cent from the last quarter of
1957 to the first quarter of this year.
Some economists are already saying
that a drop of that magnitude so early
in the year portends a drop of more
than 7 per cent for the full year. The
National Industrial Conference Board
quarterly survey also indicates a drop
in capital spending this year. In the
third quarter of last year, the 1,000
largest manufacturers appropriated 31
per cent less money for expansion, com-
pared with the same quarter of 1956.
And backlogs (funds already appropri-
ated but not yet spent) declined 11 per
cent in the quarter.

The slowdown in capital spending
already has affected industrial real
estate. Last year, tight money held up
some projects. In recent weeks, there
has been some evidence that some pro-
jects postponed for money reasons are
now being canceled. The Federal Re-
serve Bank of Philadelphia notes that
“although many companies are still in-
quiring about both large and small
tracts, the trend of actual (plant site)

continued on page 45
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Adjustable header duct junction units move up or down to screed level
...cut installation time, assure a level finished floor

National Electric has developed an easily adjustable junction
unit ring for its Header Duct Steel Underfloor Raceways.

The new Header Duct junction unit ring is designed to
eliminate the raised spots and depressions that occur when
underfloor raceway junction boxes protrude above or become
recessed in the floor due to minor variations in the level of the
concrete. Adjustment of three easily accessible flush screws
in the cover of the unit is all that’s required to level the ring
with the concrete surface . . . assures a smooth, level, attractive
finished floor.

National Electric junction unit rings can be moved down as
well as up after the concrete has set. A galvanized steel collar
around the junction unit ring keeps concrete from bonding to
the ring and preventing a downward adjustment.

The newest Header Duct improvement is typical of how every
detail in NE Header Duct is engineered to help you give the
owners and tenants complete flexible electrical distribution
for power, light, communication or telephone—where and when
it’s needed.

When the plans call for cellular steel floors with feeder race-

ways from distribution panels make sure NE Header Duct,
with adjustable junction units, are specified. Where you plan cellular steel floors

with underfloor electrical distribution

#i . ¢ always specify
flational Clestri Products I L T

2 Plants « 12 Warehouses « 41 Sales Offices







Design ideas really come to
when you call on the

RODDIS DOORS for Chicago’s Prudential Building — 2100 of
them were used in this great skyscraper, including those in the offices of
Household Finance Corp., pictured here. Roddis Doors are available primed
and sealed for protection, finer finishing—or, like doors of the Prudential
Building, completely prefinished to sample. Famed for quality and beauty,
Roddis Doors aid creativity with a limitless choice of domestic and im-
ported woods. Roddis offers one source for all your wood door needs—solid
and B-label fire doors, guaranteed for life; hollow core and X-ray doors.

RODDIS HARDWOOD
PANELING graces Johns
Hopkins University’s Shriver Hall.
(Buckler, Fenhagen, Meyer and
Ayers, Architects.) Choice, hand-
selected walnut veneers of rich
grainings, painstakingly sanded to
flat smoothness, make this Roddis

Doors . . . hardwood paneling . . . Craftwall . . . fine woods for every application.
For over 60 years, Roddis has been 1,vorkin,gl with America’s leading architects.




life

crattsmanship of

installation exceptionally beautiful. RODDIS CRAFTWALL paneling in Rib Room, Hotel Roosevelt,
You'll find a vast variety of woods New York, gives diners home-like warmth. Professionally prefinished, Craft-
in standard panels to fit your ideas wall has a rich, hand-rubbed look. Resists scuffs, stains and dirt. Ideal for
quickly. Custom panelings? Roddis any installation, commercial, institutional or home. Nine woods provide
is a specialist in this area . . . able broad design possibilities: maple, cherry, elm, birch (2 tones), oak, mahog-
to provide practically any design any, walnut, knotty pine. The }4" panels come in standard sizes, special
in wood with beautiful veneers per- sizes, and in fire-retardant construction. Roddis guarantees Craftwall wood
fectly matched for the desired effect. paneling in writing for the life of the installation.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION SEE SWEET'S ARCHITECTURAL FILE, OR WRITE TO

RODDIS PLYWOOD CORPORATION, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN
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John Jay Junior-Senfor High Schoel, Cross River, N.Y. Architects: Ketchum, Gina & Sharp, New York, Structural Engineers; Severud-Elstad-Krueger.

A Lupton aluminum curtain-

helps sustain a single design theme throughout eight

The new $1,700,000 John Jay High School in New York’s
Katonah-Lewisboro district is a monument to the deter-
mination and pride of a community. And, with its com-
pletion, the project also becomes an indication of what
architects can accomplish with a low-cost and versatile
LUPTON curtain-wall system.

At the outset, it was obvious that each building would
present particular planning problems of its own (see illus-
trations at right), yet it was esthetically desirable that the
school—taken as a whole—retain a continuity of design.
A most satisfactory combination of beauty and economy
was found in aluminum curtain-wall construction.

Imaginative use of LUPTON aluminum projected window

components and insulated porcelain-enameled panels
enabled the architects to incorporate the required combi-
nations of vision, natural lighting, and ventilation in their
designs without destroying the relation of each building to
its neighbors. Moreover, this was accomplished within the
Trustees’ original budget.

The versatility and design flexibility of LUPTON aluminum
curtain-wall systems make an investigation worth your
while. They save money, go up fast (usually from within
the building, without scaffolding), and permit creative
freedom for far less than you’d think. By leaving the entire

job to LUPTON—including erection by swift, skilled

LUPTON crews—you can effect even greater savings.




Photographs by Continental Air Views and Joseph W. Molitor.

wall syste

dissimilar buildings

See Sweet’s (Sections 3 and 17) for the Michael Flynn
Curtain Wall and Metal Window Catalogs, and write to
us for further information. For fast action, look up the
LUPTON representative in your Yellow Pages, under
“Windows-Metal.”

LUPTON

METAL WINDOWS * CURTAIN WALLS

MICHAEL FLYNN MANUFACTURING COMPANY
MAIN OFFICE AND PLANT: 700 E. GODFREY AVE., PHILA. 24, PA.

ABUNDANT NATURAL LIGHT was wanted for this north wall of the John Jay
library. LUPTON aluminum projected windows were selected and delivered
ready for installation. Good-looking, rugged, and simple to put up, they pro-

e light and maximum controlled ventilation to this outstanding building.

GLASS BALANCED WITH OPAQUE PANELING for classrooms. Here, natural
lighting was neither practical nor desirable, and custom-engineered, insu-
lated porcelain-enameled panels by LUPTON were specified for their beauty
and thermal insulation value. The LUPTON windows open for air and for
cleaning from the inside.




Keywall preferred by The Sam W.
Emerson Co,, Cleveland, for the Mu-
seum of Natural History, Cleveland.
Approved by Garfield, Harris, Flynn
& Williams, architects.

“"Keywall exclusively!”” That's the decision of Victor DeSantis (right), vice presi-
dent of the R. S. Ursprung Company. Vito DeSantis (left), job superintendent on
the new Retread Plant of Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, agrees, as they
inspect the job with Bob Scheuer, president, Lakewood Supply Company, local
distributor of Keywall.

Cleveland goes “all out” for

On this Warner & Swasey Co. warehouse,
Keywall was used in alternate courses.
Pilasters were on 16 ft. centers with ex-
pansion joints. Walls—18'-0" high. Joseph
Ceruti and Associates, architect. The Leon-
ard H. Krill Co., general contractor.

Typical Cleveland specification—Keywall
in alternate courses. Olmstead Falls High
School. Mellenbrock, Foley & Scott, archi-
tect, Berea. Barber, Magee & Hoffman,
structural engineer. The Hoelzl-Martini
Construction Co., general contractor.

Keywall used exclusively in this large
retail store of the May Co., Cleveland.
Victor Gruen & Associates, Detroit,
architect. Jack A, Bialosky, Cleveland,
associate architect. The Sam W. Emer-
son Co., Cleveland, general contractor.

Keywall takes over. On the Lamson & Ses-
sions Factory, Keywall was tested against
another masonry reinforcement, On the
office addition, Keywall is being used. The
George S. Rider Co., engineers. The Sam
W. Emerson Co., general contractor,




Another Keywall job. Pick-'N-Pay Super Market. Weinberg
& Teare, architect. H. W. Marcuson Builders, Inc., general
contractor. Grajeck Construction Co., mason contractor.

Keywall was used in every course in the Continental Trans.
portation Warehouse. Arnold A. Peterson, architect. Indus-
trial Construction Co., Inc., general contractor.

Contractors prefer. . .
architects approve. . . new type
masonry reinforcement

Visit the better masonry jobs around Cleveland. Go on the scaf-
folds. Talk to the bricklayers. Talk to the superintendents. Never
before a reinforcement like Keywall, these men agree. Architects
like it because they know that when masons like a product, they’ll
use it, and use it right.

Here are a few of the current jobs where Keywall is adding
strength, reducing shrinkage cracks and giving greater value.

KEYSTONE STEEL & WIRE COMPANY

Peoria 7, lllinois

Keywall exclusively. Dairy Pak, Inc., factory, Wyatt C. Hed-
rick, architect, Cleveland and Ft. Werth. Henry C. Beck Co.,
general contractor, Cleveland and Atlanta. William A. Rhodes
Construction Co., mason contractor, Cleveland.

(Top) Keywall preferred and used. West-
lake Christian Church. Travis Gower
Walsh & Associates, architect. R. L. Wil-
liams, associate architect. Dunlap & John-
ston Inc., general contractor.

Keywall used in alternate courses. Vermil-
lion-on-the-Lake High School. Outcalt
Guenther & Associates, architect. Tom
Hume, general contractor.

Keywall replaced wall ties on the Holy Ghost An exclusive Keywall job.
School. With glazed tile walls, Keywall was Lakeshore Hotel Cabanas
used in every third course. With solid 12 and Pool. Snyder & Teku-
inch brick walls, Keywall was used in every shan, architect. The West-
sixth course. Nicholas Lesko, architect. Leo wood Construction Co.,

W. Schmidt, general contractor, general contractor.




SERIES 7

UNLIMITED DESIGN VARIATIONS AND FLEXIBILITY

POMEROY
ENCLOSURE
INSTALLATION IN

375 PARK AVENUE
New York City

| ARCHITECTS:
Mies van der Rohe & Philip Johnson
ASSOCIATE ARCHITECTS:
Kahn & Jacobs
GENERAL CONTRACTORS:
George A. Fuller Co,

FREE-STANDING TYPE - SERIES 9

Y CUSTOM-BUILT ENCLOSURES

for air-conditioning and blender units e convectors « radiators

S. H. POMEROY COMPANY, 25 BRUCKNER BOULEVARD, NEW YORK 54, N. Y.

. DOUBLE- 360° FIXED wsTon- | “&m{?t
manufacturers of | HUNG REVERSIBLE | and HINGED e WALLS | SUSPENSION
WINDOWS | WINDOWS | WINDOWS | ENCLOSURES e

FABRICATION IN ALUMINUM — STAINLESS STEEL and COATED STEEL

52



BETTER AIR CONDITIONING FOR EVERYBODY

Which way is best to air condition a building?

Every building poses different problems. Take the

refrigerating machine, for example. Where should it be located?

What kind of power is available? How much tonnage do you need?

Carrier builds every type of refrigeration for air conditioning.

Two of the many types are shown below. Each provides unique

advantages under special conditions. Each has been proved

practical and dependable in installation after installation.

For complete information about them, call your nearest Carrier

office. Or write Carrier Corporation, Syracuse, New York.

If you have low-cost electric power, the new Carrier
Hermetic Centrifugal Refrigerating Machine offers un-
matched advantages. It's the only hermetic with such
advanced features as refrigerant-cooled motors through
the entire capacity range, hydraulic powered capacity
vanes, and electronic controls for completely automatic
operation. lts compact design and light weight minimize
space and structural requivements. In 28 sizes—90 to
1100 tons. Other Carrier Centrifugals up to 4000 tons.
For smaller buildings. there are “packaged™ Carrier Re-
ciprocating Water Cooling Machines from 3 to 200 tons.

Architectural Forum / January 1958

If you have low-cost steam, the best way may be a new
Carrier Absorption Refrigerating Machine. It cools with
heat energy derived from low-pressure waste steam or
hot liquids to cut costs. Operates automatically at the
push of a button. Follows fluctuating loads electronically
from full load to zero capacity. It's safe — with water
the refrigerant. a simple salt the absorbent. And it'’s so
compact and vibration-free you can locate it wherever
there’s room to spare — on the roof, in the basement or
anywhere in between. In thirteen sizes with cooling
capacities ranging from 60 to 700 tons.
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Only Foldoor can give
Pick the type that's right for you—

Fabric-covered folding doors are modern, exciting, beautiful!
And they’re economical, too. They save space, they cut down
installation costs and they're easy to maintain. Whether for
giant room dividers or inconspicuous closet doors, they're the
perfect way to increase usable floor space.

These basic advantages of all folding doors tend to be-

DO YOU WANT-

NARROW PROFILE—A desirable feature on many
installations, particularly for smaller openings and
thin-wall construction. This slim contour is inherent
in the design of the Multi-V Type FoLpoor.

CONCEALED TRACK—often is a critical factor
in low ceiling installations or for existing wood-trim
doorways. The track never shows on Multi-V Type
Forpoor installations.

DECORATOR CORNICE —provides a dressy, fin-
ishing touch if a recessed track is not desirable.
Matching fabric-covered cornices are supplied at no
extra charge for all Multi-V Type FoLbpooRs.

MINIMUM STACK SPACE-—can be an important
consideration, both on extremely narrow doorways
and for exceptionally wide room dividers. The
Multi-V Type Forpoor offers the smallest stack
space of any folding door on the market.

\ Mult-J Foldoor | Then you eant Wit

Exclusive with Holcomb & Hoke, proved in use by thousands of
satisfied customers. For more information check "“Multi-V" on
the handy coupon, on the opposite page.

THE ONLY COMPLETE
OF FABRIC-COVERED

HOLCOMB & HOKE MANUFACTURING CO. INC.
® 1545 VAN BUREN STREET, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

HOLCOMB & HOKE~

FOLDooR

FOLDING PARTITIONS AND DOORS

L e




e

come obscured in the competitive discussions of the relative
merits of different manufacturers’ designs. But not when it’s a
FoLpoor. Holcomb & Hoke is the only manufacturer offering a
complete line in both the two principal design types. So we say,
“pick the type that’s right for you” —There’s a FoLpoor to fit
every need and size.

DO YOU WANT-

BROAD PROFILE—frequently is desirable, to pro-
vide a more substantial look on extremely high-ceil-
ing installations or for thick-walled doorways. This
broader profile is inherent in the design of the
Multi-X Type FOLDOOR.

COMPACT RECESSED TRACHK-—reduces instal-
lation expense and space requirements on those ap-
plications where an exposed track or cornice would
not be desirable. The Multi-X Type FoLDOOR re-
quires a smaller recess space than the Multi-V Type.

FLUSH MOUNTING WITHOUT CORNICE—pre-
sents a pleasing appearance on broad expanses of
existing ceiling. The construction of the Multi-X
Type FoLpooR permits such flush mounting without
a cornice.

MAXIMUM RIGIDITY —becomes a consideration
for large folding doors, especially in schools, churches
and other institutions where hard usage is expected.
The design of the Multi-X Type FoLpoor incorpo-
rates extra frame rigidity.

% T T LT T T AR e i b = e A AT i e WIS P

you an unbiased choice
Foldoor makes both at same price

Then you want Multi-

Foldoor

The latest edition to the FOLDOOR line, permitting us to offer you
unbiased assistance in selecting the right door for your needs.

9.9,.0.9.0.90.6.90.6.6.6.0.6.0.0.0.0.0

LINE . e
FOLDING DOORS

Prere e r e -
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For more information check “Multi-X'' on the handy coupon below. r--

......................................... al
]

Holcomb & Hoke Manufacturing Co., Inc. :
1545 Van Buren Street .
Indianapolis, Indiana .
]

Yes—please send me more information on :
[ Multi-V Type Foldoors :

[J Multi-X Type Foldoors :

1

e e e T e T
T e S s E e o :.
Bineel Address e S !
1
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FROM INDIANA-

“the strength
of Gibraltar”

Like the famous landmark of their slogan,
the crisp new Chicago office building of

the Prudential Insurance Company of America
will owe much of its durability to limestone
— limestone from the quarries of Indiana.

And there’s more than new buildings
coming from the Hoosier state’s bustling
limestone pits. Walch the skyline for
new developments, too. Like the new insulated
curtain wall panels — all are now gaining
popularity because of their relatively
light weight, speed and simplicity of erection.
Both the Indiana Limestone industry and
members of the architectural profession are
loday discovering new polentials in this

lime proven, building material.

Tigy-
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Archifects Noess & Murphy
Chicago, lllinois
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Full specifications on all Indiana Limestone products available.

INDIANA LIMESTONE INSTITUTE

Founded 1932 as a service organization for the architect and contractor.

BEDFORD., INDIANA




Provides an even

distribution of high level

light on the ceiling
a @ and “washes’ the walls
with glare-less

the newest illumination free of

" N . -

pa.caatm innovation )

: annoying contrasts.
in large area

illumination

Panelaire is ideal for offices, classrooms, drafting
rooms, display and other areas where high levels
of illumination are desirable. It is factory pre-
assembled as a single unit, delivered complete in
a single carton ready to install. Pelystyrene louver
diffusers with 45° shielding permit 200 foo!-
candles of comfortable illumination, easily inter-
changeable vinyl pan diffusers allow 100 foot-
candle intensities. For complete Brochure send
coupon below today.

LIGHTING PRODUCTS, INC

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS
Dept. 2-A

BUANIE: ovo < iicie oiilieiem - i amretieallalintia® acsie w [ miocid b7 374 INDIBIRESSL, oo i aceminlonaise @ jannie) siioise i sl id

= FILL IN COUPON AND MAIL TODAY =
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APPLIANCE-SMOOTH! Smooth, hard
and glossy as your automatic washer
is the surface of Truscon Steel Win-
dows with exclusive new Supercoat
Process. This finish actually was devel-
oped for appliances.

INSTALL WITHOUT PAINTING! Steel
windows finished with Truscon Super-
coat Process need no painting when
installed. Maintenance painting won't
be needed for many years. Exhaus-
tive tests prove it.




NEW TRUSCON
SUPERCOAT PROCESS!

Tngtall. without: poiting | Stowe oy wolddBuoucs pai;mét!

Now, you can get the solid strength of steel
and avoid painting, too.

Truscon is introducing a great new super
finish for steel windows. It is a two-coat baked
enamel that originally was developed for water-
using appliances in which corrosion must be
avoided. And, that superbly smooth, hard finish
has been improved by the research laboratories
of Republic Steel to further withstand exterior
exposure.

Smooth, hard and glossy, Truscon’s new
Supercoat Process gives you a steel window
that’s ready for immediate installation. It's a
tough, durable window finish that will stave off
maintenance painting for many a year.

No need now to sacrifice strength and

solidity in window sections simply to avoid
painting costs.

Supercoat Process can be furnished now on
specification in factory shipment on all Truscon
Steel Windows for commercial, institutional,
and industrial construction. Standard color is
a handsome light gray.

You'll want to see and examine i/
this sensational new window
finish as soon as possible. Send
coupon for your free samples
of Truscon window sections with
new Supercoat Process.

More Truscon products for modern buildings include Vision-Vent® Window Walls, Stainless Steel Windows and Curtain
Walls, "O-T"® and Clerespan® Steel Joists, Ferrobord® Steel Roofdeck, Concrete Reinforcing Bars and Welded Wire
Fabric. Republic's Berger Division offers Republic Steel Kitchens, Steel Lockers and Wardrobes, and a complete line
of Roof Drainage Products in galvanized steel, stainless steel and terne. Republic's Steel and Tubes Division manufac-
tures ELECTRUNITE® E.M.T. and Republic Heavy Wall electrical conduit, as well as square and rectangular ELECTRUNITE
Welded Steel Tubing for architectural applications. Through its manufacturing divisions, Republic is big in building.
Through its basic steel facilities, too, Republic is big in building. Republic mill products include Steel and Plastic Pipe,
Sheets and Roofing, Bolts and Nuts for construction, Stainless Steel, Roofing Ternes, Nails.

TRUSCON STEEL DIVISION
REPUBLIC STEEL

YOUNGSTOWN 1, OHIO

A NAME YOU CAN BUILD ON
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TRUSCON STEEL DIVISION -
DEPT. C-4679

REPUBLIC STEEL

1102 ALBERT STREET » YOUNGSTOWN 1, OHIO

Yes, I'm interested in new Supercoat finish, Please send
samples of hot rolled bar and strip steel window sections.

Name Title
Firm

Address

City Zone— State.




Planned by John Lyon Reid and
Partners (architecture-engineering),

San Francisco, this "'classic-modern™
San Mateo, California, Hillsdale High School
blazes a brilliant new path in scheool

design. The top AlA award stamps it as

one of the truly great school plants of
the year. Photographs by
Roger Sturtevant, San Francisco,

It earned one “Oscar”

for design . . .

rates another for the

splendid, lifetime

floor of—

NORTHERN

The genial California sunshine that caroms in
through the prism skylighting brings glowing life to
the beautiful grain pattern of this “finest floor that
grows.” Notice the clean sharpness of the painted
court-lines which the players “‘see without looking.”” Bear in
mind how the close-knit fibre of Northern Hard Maple fights

scuffs, scars, dents, with never a splinter—and with minimum

Sec Seweet’s
(Arch. 13j-MA) for full data.
Write for AIA File Folder and
latest list of MFMA-approved

maintenance. Consider the reasons why the nation’s coaches— B - foor WikNingreyéiems snd
N\ materials, also new MFMA
90 to 1-—have gone on record for “maple, by all means, for all gym N\ Gading Rules booklet,

refiecting teday's fine
\ hardwood timber crops.

and multi-purpose areas.” And considering, “let your
school dollars remind you.”

R I
- >3 llIi

=T > LTI ] Reedily toid in mastic, over concrete

or softwood sub-flooring.

A vast variety of beautiful decorative
effects easily obtained in Maple—in

“"""m "l"""" block and patterned designs as well

Il
|lI=
Il
%

I

MAPLE FLOORING MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

Svite 554, Pure Qil Bldg., 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Il
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INDIVIDUAL ROOM COMFORT
| ALL YEAR'ROUND WITH

SEASONMAKERS

. These McQuay Seasonmakers will furnish individual room comfort
- at any desired temperature level—heated, filtered air in the winter;
cooled, dehumidified and filtered air. in the summer—when used with a
hot or chilled central water supply.

McQuay Seasonmakers are particularly designed for multi-room
buildings, such as hotels, apartments, motels, hospitals, schools, offices
and residences. All have the famous McQuay Ripple-Fin coils and are
exceptionally quiet, handsome and built to last, with life lubricated fan
motors having inherent overload protection with automatic reset. There
are four types in a wide variety of sizes and capacities, each with 3 speed
motor control switch.

Large size Ceiling and Hideaway Seasonmakers having nominal
capacities of 2, 3 and 5 tons| are also now available for commercial or
residential applications where a duct air distribution system is necessary.
Units available for Freon applications.

Whatever your requirements may be, you'll find McQuay Season-
makers will meet them—and do the finest possible job. For complete
information and specifications, call in the McQuay representative
in or near your city. McQuay, Inc., 7609 Broadway St. N. E.,
Minneapolis 13, Minnesota.

Ceiling Type Seasonmaker—for suspended
mounting. 7 sizes, 200 to 2,000 c.f.m., ¥4 to
5-ton nominal cooling capacity. Thermally
and acoustically insulated.

Hideaway Type Seasonmaker — for con-
cealed, suspended mounting in closets, at-
tics, or furred spaces. 7 sizes, 200 to 2,000
c.f.m., ¥2 to 5-ton nominal cooling capacity.
Insulated drain pan.

Floor Type Seasonmaker—for free standing Basic Type Seasonmaker —for fully recessed
floor mounting. 4 sizes, 200 to 600 c.f.m., 14 built-in wall installations. 4 sizes, 200 to 600
to 2-ton nominal cooling capacity. Thermally c.f.m,, ¥2 to 2-ton nominal cooling capacity,
and acoustically insulated. Choice of 3 air Thermally and acoustically insulated,
discharge grilles.

v o c’Q
A

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING
REFRIGERATION




.. . Reader’s Digest . .. Urban DP’s . . . Louis Kahn

PIGEST REBUTTAL

Forum:
Your answer to the Readers’ Digest
article (Forum, Nov. '57) is a great assist
to the thousands of public-spirited eitizens
who are devoting tremendous time, study,
and energy as members of unpaid boards
of edueation to planning the necessary new
educational facilities to meet today’s needs.
Tt is also of invaluable benefit to all
American taxpayers in helping them eval-
nate proposed building programs honestly
rather than be influenced by hysteria and
false plausibility.
You have
publie serviee.
FREDERIC P. WIEDERSUM
Frederic P. Wiedersum Associates,
architects & engineers
Valley Stream, N.Y.

performed an outstanding

Forum :

Here are excerpts from a letter I have
sent to Reader's Digest:

“ .. The article in the ARCHITECTURAL
Forum for November expresses my opinion
of Mr. Harvey's article without further
comment.

“T would be interested in a rebuftal, if
such is possible, by Author Harvey or his
Digest editor, on the comments by the
ArcHITECTURAL ForUM. I strongly suspect
that such a rebuttal will not be fortheom-

mg ...

"

0. KLINE FULMER
Fulmer & Bowers, architects
Princeton, N.J.

Forum :

We are in the process of designing a
million dollar consolidated high school and
members of the school board have asked
us to answer the Reader’'s Digest article.
Clearly, you answered this
more thoroughly and eloquently than we
can hope to, and we would like to pass

have article

along a copy of your article to our sehool

hoard.
HOWARD D. BANGLE, architect
Salisbury. N.C.

URBAN DP’'s

Forum:

I read your editorial in the November
issue on America’s DP’s with eonsiderable
interest.

You point out that urban renewal is the
biggest uprooter of families. It is a major
cause, of course, hut compare it with the

Architectural Forum / January 1958

urban highway program. For example, be-
tween 1948 and 1956 nearly 24,000 families
were relocated in Chicago. Of these roughly
4,600 (19 per cent) were relocated from re-
development areas and 6,000 (25 per cent)
from expressway sites. The federal high-
way program has no provision for reloca-
tion. It is not required by federal regula-
tions nor are expenditures for relocation
ineluded as part of highway costs.

[t would be worth-while for someone to
determine just how well families are be-
ing relocated under the redevelopment pro-
gram. Because of some early unfortunate
experiences, the general impression of poor
operations has been prevalent. I think you
will find, however, that the reeord is quite
ood,

WILLIAM L. SLAYTON, vice president
Planning and redevelopment

Webb & Kmapp National Corp.
Washington, D.C.

DUBIOUS PROFESSION

Formm :

I read the Perkins & Will story with
great interest (Forum, Oect. "57). I thor-
oughly agree with it—as far as it goes.
But I do not think it is frank enough.

The practice of architecture today is not
quite the 1009 “profession” that it con-
tinnes to elaim to be. It is about 509% *“pro-
fession” in character and at least 50%
“husiness”—in my opinion.

One of the determining factors in calling
an effort of any kind a “profession” seems
to me to be that of giving service without
cost if it is necessary for the individual’s or
the publie’s need. The medical profession
truly does this and so does the legal profes-
sion. Between you and me, I can’t recall
seeing this attitude sincerely carried out in
the architectural “profession” during the
course of my 20 years in business.

PHILLIP J, DANIEL

Daniel, Mann, Johnson & Mendenhall,
architects and engineers

Los Angeles, Calif.

KAHN'S BRILLIANCE

Forum :

Louis Kahn'’s brilliance in handling
architectural conerete (Forum, Oet. '57)
is comparable to the achievements of Felix
(andela in Mexico.

Steel architecture under Mies van der
Rohe’s refining influence has just about
reached the end of the street. Now, under
the inspiration of designers in conerete like

continued on p. 61
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Louis Kahn and Mexico’s Felix Candela,
a whole new field is opened. Their work
should be a great inspiration to all de-
signers.

GARDNER A. DAILEY, architect
San Francisco, Calif.

Forum:

1 enjoy Kahn's freedom in expressing
his struetural and formal concepts, his will-
ingness to treat these elements in terms of
visual effect rather than in terms of fune-
tion only.

At the same time, I would hope that
there would be no concerted effort to estab-
lish a Kahn school of architectural think-
ing. There are too many schools at the
present time, each professing to have the
true answer to contemporary design.

ARCHIBALD C. ROGERS
Rogers, Taliaferro & Lamb, architects
Baltimore, Md.

PRECIOUS YOUTH

Forum:

In “Obligation for 1957 (Forum, Nov.
’57) you correctly muse that American
youth may be maturing more rapidly than
the youth of the past. But you eredit them
with too mueh precocity when you say that
“In the mid-1960s, the elementary schools
will get their second shock wave, as the
postwar babies begin sending their babies.”

I trust that the computation (which
marries off these youngsters in high sehool),
rather than Forum’s logic, is wrong.

LEO MILLER
New York, N.Y,

® The computation was off by about six
years. The 1940-45 crop of youngsters will
have become involved im parenthood by
1965, but mot in P.T.A. work.—ED.
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