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The Lennox Living Laboratory: This $50,000
school has been built by Lennox Industries, Ine.
in Des Moines, Iowa to carry on research in the
field of school classroom heating, ventilating
and air conditioning. Extensive research and
testing is carried on continuously, both with
and without students present in the classrooms.

GAS .
LENNOX .

provide your schools with the
finest in fresh air heating and
ventilating. ..

at lower operating and building costs

This new Gas system automatically draws in fresh
air from outside . . . warms, cleans, and circulates air
quietly and evenly throughout the school.

It's hard to believe, yet 65¢ per square foot was the
complete cost of installing a Gas-fired Lennox Com-
fort Curtain System in the Potosi, Missouri, High
School — including automatic controls, ductwork,
labor — everything.

This is unusually low, even for the Comfort Curtain,
but costs of $1.03 in Indiana; $1.15 in Montana; and
$1.12 in South Dakota were usual and typical of the
amazing savings offered by a Lennox Comfort Cur-
tain System using Gas.

Money saving, safe Gas units are being installed in
thousands of schools across the country. If you have
specific questions, your local Gas company or a
Lennox specialist —or both—will be available to assist
the architects and engineers to illustrate how this
equipment can best be applied to any specific school
plan. Check the facts about Gas and you’ll see —
modern Gas heating out-performs all other fuels.

Call your local Gas company or write to Lennox
Industries Inc., 1701 East Euclid Ave., Des Moines
b, Iowa, American Gas Association.
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Municipal plumbing codes as well as U. S. Government speci-
fications stipulate that all plumbing fixtures be protected
against the possibility of back-syphonage by either an air gap,
where practicable, or by an approved vacuum breaker.

Sloan Valve Company pioneered the development of vacuum
breakers and was first to gain approval from the National
Plumbing Laboratory which formerly tested such devices.
Sloan Vacuum Breakers, sensitive to the slightest vacuum,
incorporate double protection to prevent back-syphonage
as follows:

When a vacuum occurs in the supply line (as indicated

in Fig. 2), two things happen simultaneously. The swing-

ing check instantly seats against the water port to prevent

back-syphonage; and, as it swings, it opens the air port,

admitting full atmospheric pressure to the fixture, which

again prevents back-syphonage.
This superior vacuum breaker represents another achieve-
ment of Sloan engineering, constantly employed to assure
outstanding products through research. It is one more ex-
ample of that bonus of quality you expect from Sloan. And,
since you can have Sloan quality at no extra cost, why not
make sure you get it.
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“The roster of urban problems is staggering.”
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School construction, housing programs shape up as
key issues as Congress reconvenes for second session

As the 86th Congress convened last
month, it faced basically the same
issues affecting housing and building
legislation—and cities—that it did
last year. And, it appeared that the
final results of the upcoming session
might not be any more fruitful than
those of the past session, despite dogged
efforts by some Congressmen to put
these programs on some sort of realistic
basis.

President Eisenhower opened the
session with his State of the Union
message, which indicated that the
administration felt the same way about
solving urban problems as it did
seven years ago. While noting that
“we are witnessing explosive growth
in metropolitan areas,” and granting
that “the roster of urban problems . ..
is staggering,” the President did not
prescribe any sort of federal program
to help in meeting these problems.
Rather, he said: “I do not doubt that
our urban and other perplexing prob-
lems can be solved in the traditional
American method. In doing so we must
realize that nothing is really solved and
ruinous tendencies are set in motion
by yielding to the deceptive bait of the
‘easy’ federal tax dollar.”

The implications of the President’s
reference to solving problems “in the
traditional American method” clearly
indicate that Congress will have a
tough time attempting to expand
existing programs for urban aid, or
in instituting new ones. And certainly
there seems little likelihood that a
comprehensive federal program for
housing and urban redevelopment can
result from this session. As though to
underscore the administration’s un-
willingness to promote, or approve
urban renewal and housing programs,
the President’s budget message asked
no new funds whatever for urban re-
newal or college dormitory housing,
and no new authorizations for public
housing. Also, the President would put
future urban renewal grants at the
mercy of the Appropriations Commit-
tee, which would mean annual Con-
gressional wrangling over grant funds,
with little hope of any continuity for
the program.

In a presidential election year, the
Democrats are not, however, showing
a willingness to knuckle under to admin-
istration demands. Even if they know

that there is little chance of getting
anything done, the oppesition is already
talking a good fight. Senator Joseph
Clark (D, Pa.), for instance, was among
the first to hit back at the President’s
message. Clark charged that “the Presi-
dent continues to turn his back on
the cities of America,” and criticized
Eisenhower for not commenting on
“the two most serious problems con-
fronting our urban communities: hous-
ing and mass transportation.”

Another Democratic Congressman,
Representative Albert Rains (D, Ala.),
is also critical of administration hous-
ing plans, or lack of them, and advo-
cated a broad range of programs
that have in the past suffered at the
hands of the “conservative coalition”
of Republicans and some, mostly
southern, Democrats. Rains wants first
an emergency housing measure, similar
to that passed in the spring of 1958,
which would give the Federal National
Mortgage Assn. an extra $1 billion
of authority for buying home mort-
gages in amounts up to a maximum
of $13,500. Rains feels this is needed
to offset the deleterious effects of tight
—and scarce—mortgage money on the
home-building industry. (It has been
unofficially estimated that the 1958
emergency Fannie Mae appropriations
resulted in the construction of 70,000
more homes than would have been
built without it, and aided in the build-
ing of hundreds of other homes by
making the mortgage money market
more flexible.)

Rains also plans to introduce a major
housing bill just before the Easter
recess. The bill would provide new
capital grant authority for the urban
renewal program (probably at least
$600 million a year for at least ten
vears), would expand the college dormi-
tory and public housing programs,
and would give the Federal Housing
Authority new insuring authorization.
The latter may prove a sticky point,
however. FHA is a favorite program
in Congress and has in the past been
used as a kind of Judas goat to lead
other less popular housing measures
through the legislative tangle. But this
year FHA may not need new insuring
authority. Congress beefed up its
authority by $8 billion last year, and
the ensuing shortage of mortgage
money and drop in FHA insurance

continued on page 6
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indicates that FHA may get through
1960 without any need for new authori-
zation. Rains himself foresees a big
increase in home building this spring,
and predicts that FHA will have to
get an increase as a consequence.

Perhaps the most controversial build-
ing program that will hit Congress at
this session is that of school building
aid. In his State of the Union address,
the President made clear that he would
not support any large-scale expendi-
ture of federal funds but rather
favored the current administration pro-
posal of using federal payments toward
debt service and principal on long-term
state and local school bonds. The Na-
tional Education Assn. said the admin-
istration proposal constitutes “a course
of inaction through a cumbersome,
complicated debt-service bill” which
would “do little or nothing to relieve
the shortage of classrooms.” NEA added
that “the people, obviously, must look
to Congress, rather than the White
House,” to meet the school shortage.
(The classroom shortage was put at
132,400 rooms by the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare Secre-
tary Arthur S. Flemming, who also
estimated that classroom construction
will drop 10 per cent this year, making
two successive annual declines, unless
there is some form of federal assist-
ance.) Meanwhile, Senate Democrats
have already introduced a school con-
struction bill calling for direct federal
spending of $500 million per year for
the next two years. It is calculated
to direct most of the aid to the
neediest states.

STONE DESIGNS IDLEWILD GAS STATION

Edward Durell Stone, better known for his
designs of the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi
and the U.S. pavilion at the 1958 Brussels
Fair, has recently designed his first building
“primarily for sales and service purposes,’
namely, a gas station for the Gulf Oil Corp.
Stone shrouded the small building, located
near Idlewild airport, in the same grille
fagade he used in Brussels, and used trans-
parent plastic domes to filter light into the
center of the structure. An overhang, sup-
ported by golden columns, stretches across the
entrance, and hung from the overhang itself
are ‘‘three giant discs” containing vines,

HALE HABERMAN

Indianapolis starts tenth
“no-aid” renewal project

Last month, the Redevelopment Com-
mission of Indianapolis, Ind. was in
the primary stages of buying land in
a 42-acre area that will eventually be
the site of the first new multistory
apartments in the downtown area
under the city’s renewal program.
There is no longer anything singular
about a city redeveloping blighted
areas, but in the case of Indianapolis,
there is indeed a unique feature—the
city firmly declines to accept any
federal or state aid in its urban re-
development activity. This year, India-
napolis rounds out 15 years of re-
development activity. In that time, the
city has cleared 263 acres of slums,
and is rehabilitating another 280 acres.
But the rebuilding phase of the pro-
gram has not been so big as these
acreages imply. Only 387 new dwelling
units have been built under the pro-
gram and 207 of these were single-
family homes, although until 1957 the
program was limited to a residential
redevelopment. Total cost of the pro-
gram so far: $5.5 million. (This is
just about 20 per cent of the amount
of state federal and local funds spent
since 1949 on urban renewal in New-
ark, N.J., which has approximately the
same population as Indianapolis.)

Indianapolis’ program may be mod-
est, by the standards of many -cities,
but its advocates are proud of the fact
that it has been financed entirely by
local funds. About half of the $6.7
million that has been available to the
Redevelopment Commission since 1945
came from local taxes. (A tax of 5
cents per $100 of taxable property
has been levied annually since 1947.
In the first two years of the program,
the tax was 10 cents per $100 of valua-
tion.) The remainder of available
funds, not all of which have yet been
spent, has come from the resale of
cleared land.

The commission also has the power,
granted by the 1957 amendments to
the basic law, to float bonds for specific
projects. The first issue sold was for
$1,165,000 of bonds for an eight-acre
commercial redevelopment site. The
commission has complete powers to
buy, condemn, or lease land to effectu-
ate the redevelopment program, and it
picks project sites and land uses in
accord with the city’s master plan.
The commission itself is selected by
five trustees, two of whom are ap-
pointed by the mayor, two by the
president of the city council, and one
by the judge of the County Circuit
Court.

The latest of the city’s ten projects,
which calls for the construction of
high-rise apartments on the fringe of
the downtown area, is causing as much
controversy as any of its predecessors.
Only five major structures in the 42-
acre site were originally slated to re-
main, and many of the buildings that
have been marked for demolition are
of recent vintage. The commission last
November sold $2.7 million of bonds
for purchase and clearance of the land
in the area, where some businessmen
have vowed a “fight to the end” to
prevent the demolition of their build-
ings. Mayor Charles H. Boswell has
said he will oppose demolition of sound
structures, and Redevelopment Com-
mission Executive Director Jack W.
Coffman agrees: “We're not out to
destroy good buildings.” Whether local
businessmen will agree on what com-
prises “good buildings” is still to be
seen. Some of those most opposed to
the new project still grant that, by
and large, Indianapolis’ home-grown
redevelopment program has been a
good one.

New York Authorities
suffer two setbacks

One of the most frequently heard crit-
icisms of public authorities, whether
they have been established for high-
ways, ports, or whatever, is that they
too often operate beyond the reach of
public responsibility. Last month, how-
ever, two of the biggest of the author-
ities—the New York State Thruway
Authority and the Port of New York
Authority—suffered defeats that make
it clear that authorities are answer-
able to the public that creates them.

The Port of New York Authority
suffered what could be a decisive set-
back when the New Jersey State Legis-
lature last month almost unanimously
voted down its plan to build a $220
million jet airport in Jersey's Morris
County (ForuM, Jan. '60). When the
Authority announced its plan two
months ago for the huge (10,000-acre)
airport near many suburban and semi-
rural communities, it aroused a storm
of protest. However, Austin J. Tobin,
executive director of the Port Author-
ity, simply told critics that there were
no suitable alternate sites, and added
that “if there’s not a major airport
for this area built here, there’ll never
be one built.”

The Port Authority’s take-it-or-
leave-it attitude also stirred the ire
of Congressman Emanuel Celler (D,
N.Y.), chairman of the House Judiciary




Committee, who implied that the
Authority’s operations were probably
ripe for Congressional investigation,
and noted that there was “danger in-
herent” in the manner in which it
conducted its business.

When the New Jersey Legislature
voted down the Port Authority’s plan
for a Morris County airport, it also
asked the Federal Aviation Agency for

$300,000 with which to study an alter-
nate site, probably in Burlington
County, which would be some 60 miles
from New York City, rather than the
25 miles involved in the Morris County
site. FAA had once turned down a pro-
posal for a jet airport in Burlington
County, on the grounds that it would
create a traffic problem with planes
from McGuire Air Force Base and the
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MEMPHIS ARCHITECTS ANNOUNCE FINAL PLANS FOR CIVIC CENTER

In an effort to give downtown Memphis, Tenn.
a badly needed lift, members of the local AlA
chapter formed a corporation in 1959 to design
a new $32,7-million civic center near the city’s
water front (FORUM, Nov. "59). Last month,
the last of three reports on the architects’
work was released, showing the design and
position of the new buildings. In the picture
above, four new structures are grouped around
a plaza and fountain (picture, below), facing
the 350-foot DeSoto Tower, which will have an
open observation platform 20 feet by 10 feet at
the top. The new buildings will be (clockwise):
a 13-story federal office and courts building; a
three-story state office building with an inner

court; a new parking garage near the existing
police building; city hall with a council
chamber attached by an enclosed walk. The
new structure to the left in the picture will
be the 14.story Memphis Light, Gas & Water
Building, and on the right, adjacent to the
vast Ellis Auditorium, will be a small restau-
rant (with hyperbolic paraboloid roof) and a
large parking garage. A new plaza would be
created between these two new bulldings and
the auditorium. The architects, who donated
their services, charged only $30,000 for costs of
over 800 man-hours worked by the design
team alone. They have scheduled construction
over an eight-year period.

Philadelphia Airport, but it has said
it would re-examine its stand.

Whatever the outcome of the search
for an alternate site in Jersey, the
Port has lost out on its scheme for
a Morris County site. The plan would
have had to be approved by the New
Jersey Legislature, as it involved an
area outside the jurisdiction of the
Authority. Following the vote, the Port
Authority said it would continue to
study the possibility of finding a site
for a jet airport.

Meanwhile, in a less important but
nevertheless significant action, a New
York State Supreme Court Justice
ruled last month that the New York
State Thruway Authority was liable
to suit by citizens for damages from
highway noise, smells, and lights.
Twenty-seven residents of Pelham
Manor, N.Y. are seeking restitution
for damages. When the Authority at-
tempted to have the case thrown out,
Justice Samuel Eager held that it was
indeed liable for “substantial damage.”
He ruled that the Authority is not an
“arm of the state” but rather is a
separate body and can be sued.

Giants’ baseball stadium
called “firetrap”

Candlestick Stadium, scheduled some-
day to be the home of the San Fran-
cisco Giants, has been the center of an
intermittent controversy that has sput-
tered in the West Coast city since
construction was started in 1958. Last
month, the issue blazed up when Albert
Hayes, chief of the city’'s Bureau of
Fire Prevention, called the handsome,
water-front stadium “a firetrap” and
said he would not permit the Giants
to occupy the stadium until certain
changes were made, particularly: in-
stallation of standpipes, hose reels,
illuminated exit signs, an additional
exit ramp, and sprinklers at the heads
of all columns.

Architect John S. Bolles is particu-
larly perplexed by Hayes's latest blast,
because he thought that he had met all
the department’s objections. In fact,
when the stadium plans were finally
approved in 1958, it seemed as though
Candlestick would probably be the most
fireproof stadium in the country. The
columns have been a particular bone
of contention between Hayes and
Bolles, who at first wanted to replace
his 30-inch-wide reinforced concrete
columns with 12-inch steel omes so
as to offer the least visual obstruc-
tion. Hayes insisted on fireproofing
the columns, and finally said they
would have to have sprinklers at each

continued on page 9
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column head. Bolles went to Fire Chief
William Murray, who he says told him
to disregard the sprinklers. (Murray
since has said that Bolles misunder-
stood him.)

At any rate, Bolles figures that most
of the changes Hayes wants can be
made fairly easily, but he is miffed be-
cause he believes Contractor Charles
Harney “is stalling” on making re-
quired changes. Bolles earlier had
charged Harney with cutting corners
on waterproofing, which in turn led to
rauch-publicized leaks in the pressbox
and other areas of the stadium. To add
further spice to the in-fighting, both
Harney and Bolles are still touchy about
last fall’s election, in which the ‘group
opposing incumbent Mayor George
Christopher, attempting to wuse the
issue of the contract for the stadium
for political purposes, was defeated at
the polls. Harney at that time supported
the group battling Christopher.

Whether Bolles and Harney can get
together and meet Fire Prevention
Chief Hayes’s objection in time for the
opening of the baseball season is still
uncertain, although the stadium is al-
ready behind schedule.

Lincoln Center’s Opera
House redesigned

A modified design for the new Metro-
politan Opera House at the Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts was
announced last month, at which time
it was also revealed that fund-raising
difficulties would probably push the
completion date of the opera house
back to 1963. (It had originally been
scheduled for completion in 1961, but
at that time, the opera house was
expected to cost about $23.6 million.
Now the cost is expected to be about
$31 million.)

The most striking change in the new
design, by Architect Wallace K. Har-
rison, is that the ten-story high-vaulted
facade no longer will form a scalloped
roof line, but is instead topped off with
a horizontal roof. And the exterior
generally is simpler, less flamboyant,
than was the original design. Another
major change has occurred in the 20-
story building immediately behind the
opera house itself, which will house
offices, backstage, and workshop facili-
ties related to the opera. Last May,
the opera house was characterized by
a sweeping line from the vaulted roof
of the opera house right up to form
a windowless stage house, the whole
structure taking on the appearance
of 2 mammoth foot (ForRUM, June '59).
Last October, however, it appeared
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that the stage house would be a
simple slab (ForuM, Nov. ’59), and
this has been confirmed by the most
recent design, which is, according to
a spokesman for the center, very
close to what will be the final design.

The basic reason for the design
changes in the 3,800-seat opera house,
particularly the simplifying of the
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REDESIGNED OPERA HOUSE

fagade and its straight roof line, is
to establish a closer relationship to
its neighbor, the Philharmonic Hall,
designed by Max Abramovitz, which is
already under construction (ForuM,
Jan. ’60). In fact, the designs of all
the buildings in the Center will prob-
ably show a much closer relationship
to each other than was originally antici-
pated when the architects were selected,
and on more classically monumental
lines.

Right now, the financial problem is
more pressing than any design ques-
tions. The Center has raised a total
of $57.5 million so far, but only $19.5
million is available for the construction
of the opera house, leaving at least
$11.6 million still to be raised. For
the entire Center, it is estimated that
a total of $75 million will have to
be raised.

Architects, realtors split
over N.Y. zoning plan

A year ago this month, a proposal for a
major revision of New York City’s 44-
year-old zoning plan was announced by
the City Planning Commission. In the
year that has passed, City Planning
Commissioner James M. Felt and his
consultants, Voorhees, Walker, Smith,
Smith & Haines, the architects, plan-
ners, and engineers who drew up a
detailed proposal, have learned again
how tough it is to put through major
changes.

Generally speaking, New York’s ar-
chitectural, planning, and housing
groups have approved the new zoning
proposals, while realty organizations
and one group of engineers have
sharply opposed it. The Real Estate

Board had been against the plan from
the first, and it remained to be seen
whether changes might occur in their
attitude as some of the most prominent
and sharpest realty men began coming
out individually for the new zoning,
notably City Investing’s Robert Dowl-
ing, Webb & Knapp’s William Zecken-
dorf, and in a closely allied activity,
Otto Nelson of New York Life (speak-
ing for himself as an individual). The
complaint of the real estate board was
that the new zoning will result in
higher rents (because the size of build-
ings would be more strictly regulated)
and because of possible lessening of the
value of smaller land parcels. The city
planning commissioner, himself a well-
known realtor before assuming his city
post, scoffed at these fears, and said
pointedly that “the mew zoning will
hurt the exploiter of real estate, but
will benefit the appropriately plotted
and built project.” Felt also pointed
out that most of the same arguments
being used against the present zoning
proposal were used to fight the original
1916 ordinance—which was the pioneer
big-city zoning scheme in the U.S.
“These are the professional heirs of
those who hitterly opposed the 1916
resolution . . . they predicted that grass

continued on page 11

UNION CARBIDE TOPS PARK AVENUE

Union Carbide's 52-story office tower, sched-
uled for completion this year, is the tallest
building on Manhattan's Park Avenue. The
new headquarters building is actually two
structures—the Park Avenue tower is con-
nected to a 12-story building which faces
Madison Avenue. Together they will provide
1,160,000 square feet of office space. The ex-
terior of both structures features glass and
black stainless steel panels (which appear
silver in phote due to protective covering)
hung between stainless steel mullions. Archi-
tects: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill.
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would grow in the streets and building
would come to a halt.” To bolster his
argument that building volume should
not be adversely affected by the new
zoning plan, Felt also stated that only
10 to 15 per cent of New York’s post-
war construction would not have been
possible under the proposed zoning
plan, “and that’s the kind of construe-
tion we don’t want any more of,” Felt
added.

Joining the realtors in criticizing the
zoning plan was the Codes Committee
of the Metropolitan Chapter Presidents
Council of the New York State Society
of Professional Engineers. However, it
was learned last month that there was
some disagreement about the zoning
proposal among the engineers, and
that the action of the Codes Commit-
tee by no means reflected a majority
opinion of the wvarious chapters. The
newly elected chairman of the Council
last month called the Codes Commit-
tee’s action “premature” and said that
the Council was still studying the
zoning proposal.

Strongest supporters of the zoning
plan, however, are the city’s architects,
as represented by the Architects Coun-
cil, which includes five borough chap-
ters of the AIA, as well as the New
York and Brooklyn Societies of Archi-
tects (Arnold W. Lederer, the outgoing
president of the Brooklyn Society of
Architects, later denied that his group
supported the plan, and claimed it had
not been shown the resolution of sup-
port approved by the council. He added
that “judging from the summary of
the zoning proposal published in the
newspapers, I am sure the Brooklyn So-
ciety would have disapproved the re-
port.”) After studying the zoning pro-
posal, the architects requested several
revisions, but generally favored it.

The architects were generally suec-
cessful in getting the original zoning
proposal amended, particularly on sev-
eral key counts. Among the changes
that Felt made in the original consult-
ants’ plan was one to provide greater
incentive, in terms of higher “bonus”
square footage, to builders to include
plazas, arcades, and open space in their
projects. Instead of being allowed extra
square feet of building for every one
of plaza space, as provided in the
original consultant’s proposal, the re-
vised plan would permit builders to put
five extra square feet per foot of open
space. In answer to other eriticisms,
Felt also established the eventual popu-
lation of the city at 11,830,000 allow-
able under the new plan. (The original
resident population had been figured
at an optimum of 10,940,000 compared
to the present 8 million, and a potential
of 55,645,000 that could occur under
the present zoning system.)
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Winnipeg picks modern
design for new city hall

Not to be outdone by other Canadian
cities (Ottawa, Toronto, Hamilton,
Edmonton), Winnipeg, the capitol of
Manitoba, last month revealed the
results of its competition for the design
of a new city hall. The winning firm,
Green, Blankstein, Russell & Associates
of Winnipeg, was chosen from a field
of six which was in turn winnowed
down a year ago from the original
ninety-two Canadian entrants. (Only
Canadian firms could compete.) The
jurors were Pietro Belluschi of MIT;
Ralph Rapson of the University of
Minnesota; Alfred Roth of the Zurich
Federal Institute of Technology; Erie
W. Thrift, director of metropolitan
planning in Winnipeg; and Peter
Thornton, Vancouver architect. After
two days of final deliberation, they
unanimously agreed on the winning
entry and gave Green, Blankstein,
Russell their third Canadian civie
competition award.

The jury gave the architects top
marks for exemplifying “an excellent
town planning concept in terms of its
siting.” Winnipeg wanted a city hall
that would complement the existing
legislative and provincial office build-
ings; and the new design, with its two
open plazas, will not conflict with the
view of the legislative building at the
top of Winnipeg’s Memorial Boulevard.

TUBULAR WEB FOR CAPITOL DOME

Inspecting, cleaning, and repairing the 180-foot
U.S. Capitol dome was a delicate task, but
engineers from the Universal Manufacturing
Corp. designed an ingenious scaffolding of tu-
bular members and guy lines so that workers
could repair the surface of the dome with
minimum pressure on it. Engineers later pro-
nounced the historic cast-iron dome struc-
turally sound.

HENRY KALEN
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The Winnipeg city hall plan (shown in the
model above) provides two separate buildings
joined by a glassed-in walkway. The two main
functions of city hall are thereby symbolically
separated: the ten-story, stone administration
building and the two-story glass and vaulted
concrete area for public civic ceremonies. A
subterranean parking lot for 360 cars is also
planned for the site.

Briefs

Art got a boost in Philadelphia last
month where the city authorized set-
ting aside 1 per cent of the construc-
tion cost of any building financed
with government funds for frescoes,
mosaics, bas relief murals, and other
enhancements. The Art Commission
will determine when and where such art
is “fitting and appropriate.” The city,
in passing the ordinance, became the
first in the nation to do so, and also
follows the lead of its own redevelop-
ment authority, which sets aside an

“ornament allowance” for its own
projects.
An English Channel tunnel crept

closer to reality last month when an
international study group of builders
and designers opined that such a tube
is feasible. The tunnel would -cost
about $400 million, and would not
carry cars but rather trains—a two-
track, 36-mile line connecting Calais
and Dover. British backers figure.
that the rail tunnel could gross $26
million yearly. One of major reserva-
tions expressed by some defense-minded
Britons is that a tunnel would end Brit-
ain’s isolation from the Continent.

Flexible concrete is the latest claim
of Russian technology. According to
a Tass report, a Soviet scientist is
reported to have come up with a flexible
concrete having metallic properties—
it can be welded, for instance. The
metal-like concrete was reportedly
made by rolling concrete under pres-
sures of 30,000 to 45,000 pounds per
square inch. END
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Newest Jack Tar Hotel

uses LEES custom carpet

ssssssssssne

to solve three major problems

Problem: To make rooms look gracious and homelike, yet
mask soil and cut maintenance headaches

Solution: LEES custom-designed Axminster in two color-
ings (green crosstone and beige crosstone)

Problem: To make corridors look wider, to create color-
relation with rooms, to take the brunt of traffic

Solution: LEES custom design in a rugged, three-frame
Wilton with specially devised cross-stripes

Problem: To anticipate faster wear-rate at room entrances

Solution: LEES custom-designed insets in a ground color
common to rooms and corridors, placed at room
entrances, easily and quickly replaced

Wynn Shaffer, N.S.I.D., of Western Contract Furnishers, who selected
carpet for San Francisco's (and Jack Tar’s) newest hotel, found nobody
to match LEES for service, quality and ability to provide these solu-
tions at the right price. Now, while you're in the planning stage, write
for the name of the LEES commercial specialist nearest you, and for
free brochure. James Lees & Sons Co., Bridgeport, Pa.

those heavenly carpets by M
®
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Britain’s transport minister offers ideas for U.S.
traffic; Atlanta’s architect-builder branches out

The energetie bieyelist (left) is Great Brit-
ain’s Minister of Transportation, Ernest
Marples, who last month wound up a 17-
day inspection tour of urban traffie, park-
ing, and superhighways in Chicago, Los
Angeles, Washington, and Baltimore.
Marples frequently bicyeles to work in
London, and thus is in the minority (about
6 per cent) of all Britons who do not
ride public transportation to and from
work.

Marples came to this country primarily
to find some answers to London's traffic
snarl. However, he may have hit upon a
better solution himself last Christmas than
any he found in the auto-choked freeways
of Chicago or Los Angeles. In an effort to
avoid typieal holiday vehicular crushes in
London’s downtown, Marples blocked out
a S-square-mile zone, ecalled the “pink
zone,” in which only a minimum of moving
traffie, and no parking at all, was allowed.
Parking was provided in 17 special areas
outside the central zone, and near bus stops
or subway stations. The experiment was
so successful that he and his staff are now
figuring out ways to make it permanent.

Marples, 52, is the wealthy founder and
head of a large ecivil engineering-building
concern in London which specializes in
apartments. (Marples got started in the
business, after becoming an accountant, by
eonverting Vietorian mansions in Kensing-
ton into flats.) He was elected to Parlia-
ment in 1945 as a Conservative, and has
served as postmaster general and assistant
to the present prime minister, Harold Maec-
millan, when Maemillan was housing minis-
ter. (When he was first made postmaster
general, Marples rose at dawn, delivered
mail on a route for an hour, beeause, he
said: “I am determined to learn my new
job from the bottom to the top.”)

Marples believes that there is more em-
phasis on town planning and less on high-
ways as such in Britain, but thinks per-
haps there conld be a hetter balanee he-
fween the attitndes toward highways in
his country and in the U.S. He told Los
Angeles traffic experts and city offieials
that “I have suggested that you send some
of your chaps to study our town planning
and we will send some of our chaps to
learn - your traffic engineering.” But
Marples has some serious reservations
about allowing the motorcar to determine
city patterns to the extent that they do
in the U.8. “We have to design our cities

for living in the future and not let motor-
cars destroy them. . . . We can’t afford
to permit our rail passenger system to
die. . . . We must see to it that we do
not jeopardize public transportation by en-
couraging too many more motorears.”

As Marples toured the U.S., it seemed
that traffic experts here had as mueh to
learn from him as he did from them. Lon-
don's pink zone has already stirred eon-
siderable comment, going, as it does, a step
further than the small pedestrian malls
that have been tried in Kalamazoo, Mich.;
Toledo, Ohio; and other -cities. And
some U.S. planners were hopeful last
month that Marples' philosophy regarding
the automobile’s proper place in over-all
urban planning might inspire some fresh
thinking among U.S. traffic engineers and
city planners.

HE CREATES HIS OWN JOBS

Atlanta Architeet John C. Portman Jr.
believes that “architects are well-equipped
to be developers. . .” and he is per-
haps the best proof of that motion. Port-
man recently announced that he will build,
in collaboration with Developer Trammel
Crow, a new $12-million “shopping eity”
complete with a 300-home residential area
on the outskirts of Atlanta. Portman, who
is 35, is already building the 22-story
Atlanta Merchandise Mart, where he hopes
to stage big trade shows and provide exhi-
bition space not presently available in
downtown Atlanta.

Portman’s start as a developer of com-
mercial properties came in 1955, when he
first had the idea to redesign Atlanta’s old
Belle Isle Building into a location for
permanent commercial exhibitions. When
the owners of the building seemed hesi-
tant about the notion, Portman went
ahead on his own, checked out the economie
feasibility of providing such space, and
then set up a corporation to lease the
building himself. At his first show, for
furniture makers and dealers, 24 manu-
facturers were represented. At the latest
show, there were over 400 manufacturers.
As a result of the response to his revamp-
ing the building for exhibition space
(Portman, of eourse, did the architectural
redesigning), he pushed ahead with plans
for a new $15-million building, with space
for applianees, clothing and other lines

continued on page 1
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The new main office —

Albert Kahn Associated Architects & Engineers, Imc.

NATIONAL BANK OF DETROIT

is another example of outstanding building construction by

the BRYANT & D

ETWILER CO.

Other recent projects by BRYANT & DETWILER CO. and the

respective architects:

General Motors Technical Center
Eero Saarinen & Associates
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls Associates, Inc.

Ford Central Staff Office Building
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill

Detroit-Wayne City-County Building
Harley, Ellington & Day, Inc.

Northland Regional Shopping Center
Victor Gruen Associates

Eloise General Hospital
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls Associates, Inc.

Ford Division General Office Building
Welton Becket & Associates
Albert Kahn Associated Architects & Engineers, Inc.

Ford Research Units
Voorhees, Walker, Smith & Smith

Cross Company Manufacturing Building
Giffels & Rossetti
Test Structure
Minorv Yamasaki
Buffale, N. Y., Sewage Plant
Greeley and Hansen Engineers
Western Electric Company Distributing House
Lockwood-Greene Engineers, Inc.—
Western Electric
Caterpillar Tractor Company
Giffels & Vallet, Inc., L. Rosseti
Morton Salt Company
Meissner Engineers, Inc.
Greyhound Terminal
Arrasmith & Tyler
Detroit Library
Coss Gilbert and Froncis Keally

BRYANT & DETWILER CO.

General Contractors
2110 Penobscot Building
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that cannot be accommodated in the pres-
ent building. Completion date for the new
building is mid-1961.

With the Merchandise Mart well under
way, Portman then surveyed Atlanta for |
a shopping center site, decided on {iLe
southwest area where he announced he 1
would ereet a large center that would be ‘
near Atlanta’s planned cireumferential
highway system, in an area that still has
plenty of room to grow. The morning after
Portman announced the new center, 26
retailers contacted him, telling him of their
interest. Portman does not believe that
new centers, such as his, will adversely
affect sales in downtown Atlanta. “It has
been the experience of retailers that down-
town sales deecline slightly for two years
after a major suburban center goes in, but
they always rise even higher,” Portman
says. And Portman, as a member of the
Central Atlanta Corp., devotes much of
his time to the well-being of downtown.
“T helieve in downtown,” he says. “Its
retail funetion is never going to diminish.”

As a partner with H. Griffith Edwards,
Portman now devotes most of his design
ahilities to work on his own projects and
tries to do as much of it personally as is
possible. A graduate of Georgia Tech,
Portman did not start his own practice
until 1953, and the going was rough at

GASPAR-WARE STUDIO

PORTMAN

first. In an attempt to create a job for
himself, he worked with some realtors and
builders on a plan to design and build a
medieal building, in which the doetors
would buy stock, as a ecorporation, and
finish off the interior of the building to
suit their individual needs. “The idea won
an award,” Portman says, “but it never
got done. But that is where I cut my teeth
on promotion.”

Portman has ambitious plans for the
future — including a “decorative center,”
another suburban shopping center, and a
35-story downtown office building. Perhaps
Portman’s toughest job in the midst of this
development activity is to maintain his
identity as an architect, but his Atlanta
confreres in architecture respeet his “in-
tegrity in design.” “I am first an archi-
teet,” he says positively, “then I am what-
ever comes next.”




OFFICE
PARTITIONS

Simplify partition construction
with kraft paper HONEYCOMB
sandwich cores. And save money!
Improved design cuts finishing
operations . . . assures fast, easy
installation. Light weight lowers
freight charges...speedshandling.
Durable HONEYCOMB cores also
minimize maintenanee costs. And
they can be bonded to almost any
facing material.

Write for free booklet illustrating
the many uses and advantages of
Union HONEYCOMB.

‘B uNIoN

HONEYCOMB

Dept. AF-4, Union Bag-Camp Paper Corporation
233 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y.

ARCHITECT DELANO DIES

Arehitect William Adams Delano, 85, died
last month in New York City after a long
illness. “Billy,” as he was affectionately
known among colleagues, was the last sur-
vivor in a group of fine designers of an
elegant age: to have one’s club or one’s
mansion — perhaps on Long Island — de-
signed by Delano & Aldrich was to qualify
as a man of more than adequate wealth, of
cultivated taste and manners. A reecipient

KATHERINE YOUNG

DELANO

of ATA’s gold medal in 1953, “Billy” was
secure enough in his standards to risk op-
posing majorities; he and his friend Fiske
Kimball, the critic and historian, persuaded
Harry Truman to go ahead with his White
House balecony in the face of noisy opposi-
tion.

Delano once deseribed himself as “an
individualist with a love of privacy.” A
eousin of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, he
said he was glad he could praetiee his pro-
fession “in the first half of this century,
when architecture had a more personal
touch.”

PRINCETON CRITIC RESIGNS

Prineeton University, in the midst of a
$30-million building program, was stung
several weeks ago by the resignation on
an issue of prineiple of one of its architec-
ture professors, Emnrico Peressutti, of
Milan, Italy. Peressutti, who has taught at
Princeton for six years, forwarded his
regignation to Princeton President Robert
F. Goheen, saying that “my fundamental
conviction and prineiples, and as a con-
sequence, the meaning of the responsibili-
ties I have as a teacher at this University,
have been misshaped and ecompletely re-
versed by the aetual developments on the
campus.”

Princeton’s building program eurrently
involves a dozen buildings, counting stu-
dent dormitory quadrangles as single strue-
tures. Peressutti’s disagreement with the
way this program was being handled was
evidently brought to a head by the design
for the new Sechool of Architecture, al-

continued on page 16

- COLOR FIDELITY

Electric Lighting & Inc. pept. 3,633 San Juan Ave., Stockton, California

fluorescent luminaire. Construction is weather-proof all the way, :
with strength a'plenty to resist whipping winds. Write today for free attractive
literature detailing ELSCO'S complete line of parking area lighting fixtures.

Don't be deceived by the clean, almost delicately poised,
beauty of ELSCO'S new model APL high-mount all-aluminum




Need to
Cut Cafeteria
Costs?

Architects across the country
are meeting the challenge of

rising costs by designing all
kinds of mass feeding
operations for faster service
with less equipment and
manpower. They are doing it
with paper—the personal food
service that saves both capital
investment and operating costs.

GET COMPLETE INFORMATION

All-paper food service has
many advantages you will want
to know about. Learn how it is
being used today in hospitals,
schools, and industry.

Let us know your area of special
interest. Write on your
letterhead for details.

The Paper Cup and Container Institute, Inc.
250 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.
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though he also had expressed severe reser-
vations about other of the new proposed
designs (see pietures, below). Peressutti
had wanted the school to be designed by
“one of the most prominent, if not by the
" and

most important architeet in the U.S,,
had himself put forward the name of
Frank Lloyd Wright. (Architeets for the
building are Fisher, Nes, Campbell &
Associates of Baltimore.) Peressutti also
observed that “the unique chances this uni-
versity had with its new program of ex-
pansion to become more than in any other
time a leading factor in modern times,
seems now, if not ecompletely lost, certainly
very badly ecompromised. . . .” Peressutti
further commented that “Yale, MIT, Penn-
sylvania, Harvard, and others have built or
have under construction on their eampuses
the most modern architectural expressions

PRINCETON'S COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Architects: Moore & Hutchins

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Architects: Voorhees, Walker, Smith, Smith &

Haines

that will show to our and future genera-
tions their eagerness to be leaders in all
fields through a deep love for quality.”
Princeton’s President Goheen told Forux
last month, by way of commenting on
Peressutti’s resignation, that “architeetural
planning for the eampus is under the su-
pervision of the Trustees’ Committee on
and Buildings. The committee
does not propose to argue its views with

Grounds

those expressed by Professor Peressutti.
. .. We are grateful to Professor Peres-
sutti for the
recent years as a part-time visiting pro-
fessor in Princeton’s School of Architee-
ture. We regret that his various dissatis-
factions have led him to terminate this
relationship with the university.” END

fine work he has done in
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COAT and HAT RACKS

. WALL RACKS
Basic 2’2", 32", 4’2" and

§' 2” units mount directly on
wall. Interlock add-on

sections make racks of
longer lengths and greater

capacity.

DOUBLE FACED .. ..
These standard cloak-
room racks (with or
without checks) hold
8 coats and hats per foot of
lenﬁl.h. Also avallable in 4" 2
and 5’ 2” portable racks—with
shock braces and large casters.

..SINGLE FACE
Statlonm? or portable racks fit
close against wall. Sections
snap-lock together to make
rigid assembly that will not sag.
wobble or creak.

= . Roor layout service for architects
Let our cloakroom and checkroom
specialists suggest equipment requirements
and efficient layout. Just send outline
of available space, capacity desired and
nature of load. No obligations, of course.

Write for Catalog Sheets, CK-48

VOGEL-PETERSON CO.

Rt. 83 and Madison St. . Elmhurst, III.




TAKE A LEAF FROM OUR COLOR TREE—A superlative all wool non-woven fabric. A rewarding
new medium for architects and interior designers. Wallcovering, upholstery and drapery of WOOLSUEDE
have a luxurious hand, excellent acoustical and insulating properties. Soil and flame resistance,

mothproofing, strength and dimensional stability. In 35 exceptional colors by Everett Brown.
FELTERS

WOOLOUEDE

WALLCOVERING through KATZENBACH AND WARREN. UPHOLSTERY and DRAPERY through ISABEL SCOTT FABRICS. Ask for Sweet's Catalog
Insert File Number 13k/Wo. Send for Swatchbook, $2.00. wooLSUEDE Division, The Felters Company, 350 Fifth Ave., New York 1, N.Y.




Central High School, San Angelo, Texas. Architect: Caudill, Row-
lett and Scott. Associated Architect: Max D. Lovett. General Con-
tractor: Rose Construction Company

RUGGED BEAUTY

For The Eyes of Texas

FLINTKOTE INSULROCK®

Roof Decks

San Angelo’s beautiful new Central High School, with
rugged INSULROCK Roof Deck, adds comfort insurance in all cli-
matic conditions. The school’s gymnasium and the natatorium are
insulated from the sun’s heat by the same INSULROCK Roof Decks
that, indoors, give high light reflectance and absorb a lot of spirited
noise. Almost 29,000 square feet of 2”7 INSULROCK, on bulb tees,
cover these two buildings and adjacent corridors.

Central High School was winner of an Award of Merit in
[ o il K ‘; m W ERACH]| S the 1959 Honor Awards Pro-

,5:1;‘ T’;:;_“’é'f. AN “i‘”"’“ ""‘ gram of the A.L.A.

'.i'__‘-‘ \_:‘.. R & g

v:’% }-@ _‘_»f:q f-‘w :3 % A¢ INSULROCK, made of port-
R R b %.:Q’.‘?i B v BN ﬁk land cement bonded, chenucally
‘} S § treated long wood fibers, is

& ,»‘ iy q ‘}N l ?

s t‘!\vﬁ‘ .__q_ R R LN strong, lightweight, insulating,
acoustical, non-combust1ble . . . economical. Its INSUL-GLO 70*
factory-applied finish makes possible light reflectance of 60-70%.

Manufacturer of A

America’s Broadest line H.'NIKOTE

of Building Products V

THE FLINTKOTE COMPANY
INSULROCK DIVISION

Executive Office: New York, New York * General Sales Office: Richmond, Virginia * Plants: North
Judson, Indiana; Richmond, Virginia * District Sales Offices: Atlanta, Georgia; Cleveland, Ohio;
Dallas, Texas; Kansas City, Missouri; Los Angeles, California; New York, New York

*A trademark of The Flintkote Company
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New Cork-Tex bulletin board can take it!

You're looking at Cork-Tex”, the first bulletin board that combines the brilliant
color possibilities of vinyl with the rapid healing properties of genuine cork. You
choose the precise vinyl color and pattern that blends with your interior scheme,

And Cork-Tex® can take it! The resilient, unadulterated cork body pushes the
vinyl cover back into place after tacks or pins (even scout knives!) are removed.

No visible scars...Cork-Tex” stays looking as new as the day it was installed. The Cork-Tex® secret:
Special adhesive perma-

More good news: on-the-wall costs are lower than for many “‘substitute” ma- :;:':lv,:::fs':nﬁu::rg'ed

¥ . d . - . some,
terials, and maintenance-free Cork-Tex” wipes clean with mild soap and water. longer-lasting vinyl cover.

Bonp CrowN &« CORK

DIVISION OF

CONTINENTAL @ CAN COMPANY

WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION: Bond Crown & Cork, Dept. B, 1819 N. Major Ave., Chicago 39, Il

Many celors in stock,
Write us and we'll have the
nearest distributor contact

you. He'll show you color
swatches and price lists.
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In each of These Modern Buildings...

Maintenance Savings were DESIGNED IN

- n o S e A et
Municipal Community Arts Center,
Architects and Engineers: Wayne State University, -Detroit Administrator:

H. E. Beyster & Associates, Inc., Detroit Architect: Suren Pilafian Sister Agnes of the Sacred Heart

17} SPENCER VACUSLOT

. . . the modern, built-in maintenance system that handles
ALL these cleaning tasks:

e Dry Mop Cleaning e Vacuum Cleaning
e Water Pick-up e Boiler Tube Cleaning
e Cleaning Walls and Overheads e Venetian Blind Cleaning

New Library,
Michigan State University
Architect: Ralph R, Calder

Junior High School,
Loyalsock Township,
Williamsport, Penna.
Architect: John E. Boodon,
Montoursville, Penna.

West Ridge School, Greece, N.Y.
Architect: Benedict Ade—Rochester
Consulting Engineer:

Robson & Woese, Inc.,—Rochester

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF

N "
Howell, Michigan

enter,

McPherson Community Health

Architect: Clark R. Ackley PNEUMATIC INSTALLED PORTABLE
CONVEYING SYSTEMS VACUUM SYSTEMS VACUUM CLEANERS

Request
descriptive Bulletins

g e ' TURBINE COMPANY
HARTFORD 6, CONNECTICUT




FOLLANSBEE STEEL CORPORATION
Follansbee, West Virginia

As Frank Lloyd Wright once remarked, “Because of its inherent adapt-
ability Follansbee Terne permits the visible roof area to become a

significant part of structural design.” The recently completed Fasbender

Clinic at Hastings, Minnesota—one of his last major projects—dramat-

. . . LT . .
ically confirms this statement. Here coLor and rorm W unite in a

v

singular felicity of expression, underlined by the ruxcTiONAL

integ-
rity of the material itself.
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Stairwell of Polished Misco Wire Glass
contributes to overall appearance as well as
safety in the Fort Saunders Elementary School,
Knoxville, Tenn.

Architect—Painter, Weeks & McCarty,
Knoxville, Tenn.

For details, see your nearby
distributor of quality glass
or write for lotest catalog.
Address Department 6.

[ see ou
! tanatgs




Impact and fire resistance are twin
features of this Polished Misco Wire
Glass installation in Tennessee
School for the Deaf, Knoxville, Tenn.
Architect—Painter, Weeks &
McCarty, Knoxville, Tenn.

MISSISSIPPIL- G

LEADS THE WAY IN

ombining beauty, utility, and economy,
ississippi leads the way by making
vailable an extensive selection of trans-
cent glass patterns that do wonderful
ings with daylight. In addition, rugged
ississippi Wire Glass, whether for obscu-
y or clear vision, affords effective but
conspicuous fire protection while enhanc-
g the appearance of any structure . . .
hen installed in partitions, skylights,

airwells, windows, doors, or wherever

se fire and breakage protection is

quired. The versatility of Mississippi
ass provides architects and engineers
th a practical solution to virtually every

bylighting problem, including safety

th decoration, with heat absorption and
th light diffusion and direction.

Polished Misco Wire Glass glazed in main entrance of Heller-
town High School, Hellertown, Pa. Architect—Heyl, Bond & Miller,
Allentown, Pa. Contractor— Gottlieb-Schneider, Bethlehem, Pa.
Glazing Contractor—Penn Allen Glass Company, Allentown, Pa.

ISSISSIPPI GLASS COMPANY

E W Y ORK L CHICAGDO ] FULLERTONDMN, CALIFORNIA
8 Angelica Street ° St. Loailis '@, Missouril

ANUFACTURER O F ROLLED, FIGURED AND WIRED GLASS

Architectural Forum / February 1960
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FERRULE, Morphy Rich-
ome economist, intro
{ e Astral built-in wal
a or — silent servant foi

BUILT-IN WALL
REFRIGERATOR

Spot Refrigeration Wherever Desired

EVERYWHERE — a bright new luxury for living —the Astral built-in
wall refrigerator. Conforming through simplicity, the Astral will enhance
any contemporary design and will blend with the most modern. Be it the
office building, institution or apartment building, new spice for living is
307 high added with ease when spot refrigeration is incorporated in your plans.
b3 MORPHY-RICHRRDS From the executive suite to milady’s dressing room in the tallest pent-
house, Astral is a new “must.”

21" wide
Jdétra{
GET THE FULL FACTS ON THE VARIED APPLICATIONS

and 22” deep.
- - - OF THIS NEW LUXURY APPOINTMENT.
MORPHY- RICHARDS, INC. AF 2:60

§ 232s. Van Brunt, Englewood, N. J. I Installed in three easy steps, the Astral built-in refrigerator is guaranteed
| Gentlemen: Please rush ‘me information on the new 1  silent forever. No moving parts to require service...operates on elec-
i g’gg’:]mbﬁgf;; wall refrigerator—silent servant for | tricity on AC or DC currents, 6 to 220 volts as required...or gas.
: e : GUARANTEED Chip resistant.standard white or modern walnut
1 1 SILENT finish in addition to the new pre-paint finish to
i STREET 1 FOREVER fit decorator’s imagination.

f arye—— STATE i

B 4
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BRADLEY WASHFOUNTAINS

AGAIN

IN AMERICA’S

lhbmond. Ind.

Desi -Eng) Beikiars AB?VE: 54:im‘:h circular Washfountain;
The H. K. Ferguson Company, Inc., Cleveland at right: Semi-circular wall type models.
i Ei
-"'# 3

FACTORY MAGAZINE’S

7aﬂ Plant Hwards
3'.;.'- ; 1959

‘:Y'::&Ch year for 25 years, Factory's editors have selected Ten
New Plants. It is noteworthy that so great a majority of

sucﬁ Top Plants have Top Washing Facilities—Bradley
Washfountains.

The 1959 selections include—Bucyrus-Erie plant, Rich-
mond, Ind.; Charles Bruning, Mt. Prospect, Ill.; Cutler-
Hammer, Lincoln, Ill.; Kaiser-Aluminum & Chemical Corp.,
Ravenswood, W.Va.; National Biscuit, Fair Lawn, N.].; Square
D, Glendale, Wis.; Texas Instruments, Dallas, Texas.

And among the 1958 Top Ten there were: Automatic
Electric Co., Northlake, Ill.; Beckman-Helipot Corp., New-
port Beach, Calif.; Chrysler Corp., Twinsburg, Ohio; Johnson
& Johnson, North Brunswick, N_] Marquardt Aircraft Co.,
Ogden, Utah; The Martin Co., Orlando, Fla.: National Lock
Co., Rockford, IlL; Polnrmd Corp., Waltham, Mass., all
Bradley equipped.

Better Washing Facilities In Less Space
Employees like the ease of water control by means of the foot
ring, eliminating need for faucets—they like the cleanliness
of the big self-rinsing bowl.

lendale, Wis.
Architect: Grassold-Johnson & Associates,

el Economy of space, installation and maintenance costs—the

Dasigner: Brooks Stevens Associates, maximum in sanitation—have lead to the wide use of Bradley

Milwaukee Washfountains in plants of every size and kind—25-man

Plumbing Centractor: P. J. Grunau Co,, plants and those employing hundreds and thousands.

PR S When considering new plants, extensions, or improve-

- s b ments, install Bradleys . . . Latest catalog mailed on request.
R T BRADLEY WASHFOUNTAIN CO.
Architacts: omwc Associates, 2235 W. Michigan St., Milwaukee 1, Wis.

sﬂnmh: Richard S. Colley, Corpus
Christi; A, B. Swank Associates, Dallas

Plumbing Contractor: Beard Plumbing Co,,
Dollas

Werite
Catal
In Canada ::0'-’!9
Aristocrat Manufacturing Co., Lid.
Torento 9, Ont., Can. W
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A continuing series of outstanding churches, schools, office buildings, hospitals and industrial structures using NORTON DOOR CLOSERS.

DESIGNED FOR HARMONY, EQUIPPED FOR SERVICE

New Michigan Church Uses Norton Closers Throughout

Skillful handling of lines and shapes has given the
Napier Parkview Baptist Church of Benton Harbor,
Michigan, a simple dignity and beauty that are unique
in a church building. Equal skill was shown in selecting
equipment to insure the ultimate in long-lived efficiency,
with a minimum of upkeep.

In door closers, this requirement was satisfied by
specifying “Norton on all doors,” a choice dictated by
Norton’s proved record of fine craftsmanship, depend-
ability and low maintenance. There’s a Norton for
every door-closer need. Write today for the current
catalog if you don’t already have one.

NORTON 3
CLOSERS

Dept. AF.20, Berrien Springs, Michigan

Complete Norton Line Meets
Every Door Closer Need

NORTON INADOR: For
streamlined modern de-
sign; available with (A)
regular arm and (B) holder
arm...4 sizes to meet all
standard requirements.

.| NORTON 750: New corner design

¥ with concealed arms, for all types
of doors, particularly narrow-rail
doors.

NORTON
SURFACE-
» TYPE: For all & e A -
installations NORTON 703-N
whereconceal- Compact surface-
mentis notes- mounted type...
sential, 1% inch projection.




primary and

secondary

pumping with

BaG° PUMPS

keeps horsepower down

Architects: Caudill, Rowlett & Scott—
Houston, Texas, Oklahoma City, Okla.,
Corning, N. Y. and Stamford, Conn.

Associate Architect: Max D. Lovett—
San Angelo, Texas

Engineer: ). W. Hall—Bryan, Texas

Mechanical Contractor: R. M. Wells—
Quanah, Texas

San Angelo Central High School, San Angelo, Texas Ulric Maisel photo

The twelve buildings of this campus-type high school
are heated and cooled with water. The pumping equip-
ment consists of six B&G Universals, twelve Series
1510-B pumps and eight Boosters.

These pumps circulate single and dual coil units for
heating and cooling and also the service water lines.
Pump sizes range from 1/6 HP Boosters to 20 HP
Universals.

To keep pumping horsepower at a minimum, a B&G
primary and secondary pumping arrangement is em-
ployed, with the piping divided into three primary cir-
cuits. Each primary pump is sized to circulate the
maximum demand for water through a single loop. The
pump, therefore, need only be large enough to overcome
the friction head in the primary piping circuit.

Secondary pumps in each building, and for each major :
zone in each building, handle water quantities out of Two B&G Pumps for circulating chilled water
these main circuits and overcome the balance of the
head in the system.

B&G Universal Pump for B&G Booster circulating
circulating heated water one of the secondary cir-
through primary circuit cuits

B&G Universal Pump

B&G Booster

BELL & GOSSETT

cE © M P A N Y
Dept. GB-62, Morton Grove, lllinois

Canadian Licensee: 8. A, Armstrong, Ltd., 1400 0'Connor Drive, Toronto 16, Ontario
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new approaches to structural design with fir plywood

EZRA STOLLER




%ﬁs

THE PLEATED ROOF that crowns this pavilion-
like living room is a prime example of the bold
and imaginative forms derived from the basic
fir plywood folded plate principal. Shape rather
than mass is the key to its strength. The dis-
tinctive sawtooth configuration capitalizes on
fir plywood’s high diaphragm strength to create,
in effect, a series of rigid, lightweight *“V”
beams. Intermediate posts, trusses and bulky
framing are eliminated.

In this sophisticated circular design, the ply-
wood folded plates provide a dome, spanning
26 feet, wall to wall. No central support is re-
quired. Where desired, far greater spans could
be achieved utilizing the same basic system.

The roof itself is composed of 12 basic “boat-
shaped” fir plywood components which were
crane-lifted into position atop the steel sup-
porting columns. Each component, in turn, is
made of four triangular pieces of 34" overlaid
fir plywood, perimeter framed and intercon-
nected with shaped two-inch lumber. Alternate
projecting and recessed stiffeners along the
ridges connect each component with its neigh-
bors. Each component combines roof deck, in-
sulation and finish ceiling.

For basic design data or other information,
write (USA only) Douglas Fir Plywood
Association, Tacoma 2, Washington.




The Style Leader 125 is designed The Narrow Stile 188 is used in The Extra Duty 350 is for use in
for shops where atmosphere is im- stores or buildings which have a stores or buildings which have an
portant, such as jewelry stores, normal to heavy flow of traffic. extra heavy flow of abusive traffic,

clothing stores and specialty shops,
or for banks or stores desiring a
prestige appearance,

Keys to the slim appearance
and low installed cost of
Kawneer Entrances...
manual or automatic

such as supermarkets and schools.

32

Kawneer Automatic Operator. .. the
new idea in automatic operators. Nothing
buried in the floor, nothing hanging over
the door. The Kawneer Automatic Opera-
tor is completely concealed in the 4}
transom bar, wired to the mat through the
frame. Available with all Kawneer entrance
packages.




The Wide Stile 500 is for buildings
where traffic is both heavy and highly
abusive, or where a feeling of mas-
siveness and solidity is desirable,
such as banks.

The Stainless Steel 200 has been
developed for those applications in
which the design and decor of the
building or store makes its use pref-
erable.

Kawneer Concealed Overhead Closer
... It introduced the new sheer look in
entrances—with low installed cost! No
holes to dig, no cement case to set, no
complex adjustments to make; this closer
is completely concealed in the 1%4" tran-
som bar. Available with all Kawneer en-

trance packages.

Architectural Forum / February 1960

with ‘““tuned-to-the-traffic’’ design

| KAWNEER
DUTY-RATED

tNIRANCE
PACKRAGES

These new Kawneer entrance packages
are built to meet specific entrance
needs. They combine the economy of
fabrication with custom design
flexibility. You choose from

.. . five different doors

. . . twenty push-pull hardware
combinations

. . . five (or more) closers

.« . eight frame and entrance wall
glazing systems

All components arrive in one package
shipment, eliminating catch-as-
catch-can deliveries and

scheduling problems.

For complete information, tear out
this corner and hand it to your

nice secretary.

(Nice secretary: write for

“The Second New Idea In Entrances”,
Dept. AF-20, Kawneer Company,
1105 N. Front Street, Niles, Michigan.)

g architecture ang ’ndu“
,

-
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64 Mahon R[”.I.ING DUUHS

RO DOORS ARE B DER D

Above are two Mahon Automatic Roll-
ing Steel Fire Doors. Eight of these
20" x 14’ Auvtomatic Fire Doors are
included in a total of 64 Mahon Rolling
Steel Doors installed in the Transit Shed
and Warehouse of the new Seaway __....--"'“"" P p—
Wharf Facilities recently completed for -

the Seaway Port Authority of Duluth, . [ —

Duluth, Minnesota. : f ok et (VPN

Engineers: Pfeifer & Shultz staper s e
Gen. Contrs.: Johnson, Droke & Piper

AN v vl 144 L H MRS

Serving the Construction Industry Through Fabrication of Structural
Steel, Steel Plate Components, and Building Products




Add to Efficiency and Security of New
Seaway Wharf Facilities at Duluth!

In Operation, the Fast, Vertical Roll-up Action Saves Valuable
Time and Space — No Overhead Tracks to Restrict Headroom

MANUALLY, MECHANICALLY, or POWER OPERATED DOORS
STANDARD and UNDERWRITERS' LABELED TYPES

w OTHER MAHON BUILDING PRODUCTS
and SERVICES:

¢ Insulated Metal Curtain Walls

® Underwriters’ Rated Metalclad Fire Walls

® M-Floors (Electrified Cellular Steel Sub-Floors)

‘E g, e long Spcn M-Decks (Cellular or Open Beam)
MAHON STANDARD

POWER OPERATOR 920-P e Steel Roof Deck
<<<<< | e Permanent Concrete Floor Forms
e Acoustical and Troffer Forms
e Acoustical Metal Walls and Partitions
e Acoustical Metal Ceilings
e Structural Steel—Fabrication and Erection

e Steel Plate Components—Riveted or Welded

¥¢ For INFORMATION See SWEET’S FILES
or Write for Catalogues

L.

MAHON
CHAIN-GEAR OPERATOR

THE R. C. MAHON COMPANY » Detroit 34, Michigan

Sales-Engineering Offices in Detroit, New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and
San Francisco = Sales Representatives in all other Principal Cities

of Steel and Aluminum M A H 0 N
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Nobody ever says Shhh
with this Modernfold on the job

® Now . . . the Soundmaster adds effective sound control to
Modernfold’s traditional space control. And you reap the
greatest flexibility ever in wringing maximum utility from a
floor plan.

Get the specifics now. Find out how efficiently a Sound-
master folding partition can blot down sound on any job
you do.

See your Modernfold Man . . . he’s listed in the Yellow
Pages, under “Doors, Folding.” Or, write for: Soundmaster
Facts and Specifications ; NEw CASTLE ProDUCTS, INC.; NEW
CasTLE, INDIANA. (In Canada: New Castle Products Canada,
Lid., St. Lambert, Que.)

Here’s why:

You get an all-around sound
barrier with a Soundmaster.
Sound-smotheriny chipboard
(Fig. 1) lines both interior sides.
Sealer strips (Fig. 2) guard top
and bottom. And the baffle- g2
design jamb (Fig. 3) has a foam
rubber liner that guarantees a

leak-tight installation.

Fig. 8

Folding partitions for every need...every budget

From standard to giant-sized. .. from thrifty to luxurious ...
Modernfold has the door, divider or partition that answers
your specific requirements. Choose from up to 60 vinyl fabric ' J
coverings in the steel framework models . . . or from the

selection of rich wood finishes.




Another Lighting First . . . Miller has just broken through some long
standing cost barriers to COMFORTABLE, high footcandle lighting
for Offices, Stores, and Public Buildings. Now, you can obtain or
provide today’s needed higher levels of light at much lower cost.

For Example . . . The lighting installation pictured is designed to
maintain 120 footcandles in this 60’ x 80’ general office area. Fixtures
are Miller’s new T'win Aluminum Troffers—2’ x 8’ units with Power
Groove Lamps. Compared with conventional, 2’ x 4’ door type
recessed systems using 40w Rapid Start Lamps, and providing
comparable footcandles and comfort: this new Power Groove
system requires only 4 as many fixtures, and has an initial installed
cost 30%-38% lower. Annual Owning and Operating cost figures
14%-18% less. And, fewer fixtures needed means a less cluttered,
more pleasing ceiling appearance. Here, 34%
more ceiling area is available for acoustical
treatments.

Substantial savings can be realized for both
relighting and new construction . . . wherever
comfortable, high footcandle lighting is desired.
Let us prove to you how such savings are pos-
sible for this and other typical installations.
Simply fill out and mail the coupon. Or, con-
tact your Miller Representative.

SINCE

= SINGLE ALUMINUM TROFFER

To: Dept. A-260
THE MILLER COMPANY, Meriden, Conn.

[ r'd like additional information on how | can obtain
comfortable, high footcandle lighting at lower cost
with Miller Aluminum Troffers,

[l Have Your Field Representative contact me.

N e Pouifion,

Company.

Street Y

miller

1844




Award-winning designs
for dining! The func-
tional flair . . . touch of
color . . . and carefree
quality that befit your
creative achievements.

THE QUADRON No. 947-A
A black column, baked
finish with bases, Cast

Solid Bronze $54.76:
Cast Solid Aluminum
$37.56; Cast Iron, Black
Finish with Chrome
edge $30.80

[lfﬂo
HARDWARE FOUNDRY COMPANY

“Dependable Since 1897"
9100 COMMONWEALTH AVE.
NORTH CHICAGO . ILLINOIS

38

6-IN-ONE

“BIG SIX”
NEWS FOR
ARCHITECTS

GENERAL CHEF combines six kitchen-
essentials in one compact, efficient unit:

REFRIGERATOR - OVEN - SINK
STOVE - FREEZER - STORAGE

Every mode! available in white or several
wood-grain finishes. Entire base unit
factory-assembled and shipped in one crate.
Available on all units: garbage disposal;
one-piece stainless steel tops. And don't
forget: GENERAL CHEF is the only
Complete Kitchen Unit with factory-owned,
nation-wide sales and service.

For complete details write:
General Air Conditioning Corp.
Dept. G-17, 4542 E. Dunham St.
Los Angeles 23, California

GENERAL CHEF

World's largest-selling
COMPLETE KITCHEN UNIT




you can
depend on

FRRES FTEEY

V-BAK™

for

mAINTEN

Consider the constant care demanded for all floors
and it is easy to understand the increased popularity V-Bak Quarry Tile gives
of Murray V-Bak installations. you all these features:

Murray V-Bak floors are permanent, easy to clean, . Perfect adhesion
never need waxing, no scuffing, and Murray V-Bak is . Uniform size

guaranteed for “The Life of the Building”. . Uniform color

There are many more miles on Murray V-Bak floors. _ Even texture

Write today for details. . Smooth surface

. Low maintenance
ICEY TILE COMPANY INC, LawisroRT, kv. . Lasting service

DIVISION OF AMERICAN OLEAN TILE COMPANY
ALA, File No. 23-A-1

*PAT. PEND.
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OW THEYRE BOTH

(Safety Grounding)
SG-62-1 Duplex Receptacle
15 ampere, 125 volt

Lisled by Underwriters’
Laboratories, Incorporaled

EXTRA
SAFETY FOR

HOMES
SCHOOLS
NURSERIES
HOSPITALS
SANITARIA
PRISONS
WORKSHOPS
GARAGES



~SAFE

NEW HUBBELLTWINSAFE

SAFETY GROUNDING RECEPTACLE

You will find two safety features in the new Hubbell
“Twinsafe” receptacle that are combined in no other
convenience outlet today:

A U-shaped grounding slot that instantly grounds
power tools and appliances equipped with any

® PROVIDES GROUNDING PROTECTION
FOR USERS OF ELECTRICAL
TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

® SHUNTS CURRENT HARMLESSLY standard grounding cap, as in Fig. 1.
AWAY FROM OBJECTS A design that permits current to flow out
INSERTED IN SLOTS BY CHILDREN through the slots only when both blades of a

standard cap are firmly in place.

only Hubbe" “TWINSAFE" If, as shown in Fig. 2,’a metal object thicker

. than 0.031” is inserted in one slot, it causes fibre
prOV|des these 2 safety Feat[lres insulating dise A to press against spring B, causing
B to touch C, which is the power supply. But instead
of the power’s flowing to clip B, which the inserted
object is touching, “Twinsafe” construction shunts
the power harmlessly to the opposite slot. (Note
that, on the side of the idle slot, spring B; is not
touching power supply C; because disc A; is not
pressing against it.

FIG. I—A slot for greunding
power tools and appliances
equipped with plugs having
U-shaped grounding blade.

Protection is complete even if a child tries to
insert both points of a hairpin in the two slots at
once. The insulating dises are so positioned as to
make entry difficult. Furthermore, for the discs to
be moved enough to establish the internal electrical
contact, the inserted object must be more than
0.031” thick—which the leg of a hairpin is not.

FIG. Il.—=Internal
construction that

S At e The Hubbell “Twinsafe” receptacle SG-62 for
armlessly away 2

S tnseated inatatiie 15-ampere, 125-volt current costs only a trifle more
objects. Red indicates than ordinary equipment, but it is worth many
parts carrying current. times the difference in added safety and peace of

mind. In schools, mental institutions, hospitals,
prisons, and similar structures, use of “Twinsafe”
is practical insurance against tragic accidents.

“Twinsafe” receptacles fit standard outlet boxes
and are installed by qualified electrical contractors.

For complete information see Sweet’s 31 bfHu, or write

HARVEY HUBBELL, INCORPORATED

BRIDGEPORT 2, CONNECTICUT IN CANADA, SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO
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79,000 sq. ft.

of smooth, resilient beauty for

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

The 60,000 sq. ft. Ironbound* Con-
tinuous Strip* Hard Maple Floor
installed in the new Men’s Intra-
mural Sports Building at Michi-
gan State brings MSU’s total
Ironbound floor area to approxi-
mately 79,000 sq. ft. This includes
Ironbound floors in gymmastic
areas, squash courts, exercise
rooms and handball courts in the
new building and the 19,000 sq.
ft. installed in 1958 in MSU’s
Women’s Gym, shown below.

Ironbound floor in MSU's Women's Gym. Arch: Ralph R.
Calder, Detroil; Installer: Bauer-Foster Floors, Inc., Detroit

May we tell you of the many bene-
fits Ironbound offers you? For in-

formation and name of your nearest
I-‘cj,‘;gg':"‘ authorized installer, write Robbins
Flooring Company, Reed City,
Michigan, Attn: Dept. AF-260.

ROBBINS FLOORING COMPANY

Reed City and Ishpeming, Michigan

Manufacturers of lronbound* Continuous Strip* Maple Flooring, Perma-
Cushiont Resilient Floor Systems and other hardwood flooring

*T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. OF, tU.S. Pat. No. 2862255

Background photo is lronbound floer in Men's Intramural
Sports Building, Michigan State University, East Lansing,
Mich. Arch: Lewis J. Sarvis, Battle Creek, Mich,; Installer:
Baver-Foster Floors, Inc., Detroit. Flooring Dri-Vac treated.




CONTROL:

first step to
comfort

The Proviso West High School, Hillside, Illinois. Perkins & Will, Architects and Engineers

Only precise control of indoor comfort makes space your clients’ particular needs. You’ll find that Honeywell’s

truly usable. That’s why it’s so important to integrate 75 years of leadership in temperature control will go far
good design and comfort control right from the start in toward assuring client satisfaction. Call your nearest
any type of building. You can depend on Honeywell to Honeywell office, or write Minneapolis-Honeywell,

help your engineer specify the best system for each of Minneapolis 8, Minnesota.

Honeywell
Fout i Coitinl

SINCE 18886

PIGNEERING THE FUTURE

See us in Sweet's 1960 Architectural File, Section 30 D /Mi




Entrance to the 1960 House Beautiful Pace Setter Home.
Tile Contractor: Lee Nordloh Tile Co. Tile Description: 114¢" Squares, c.e., Pan-O-ramics: Slate Textone, Azure Textone and Blue Granite. Color Plate 116,

Tile creates an impressive entrance to a home . . . bringing rich texture and

color interest to the exterior and striking a keynote of elegance in the inviting foyer. CERAMIC TILE
With Ameriecan Olean ceramic tile, possibilities for such fresh and distinctive treat- m eri can
ments are virtually unlimited. And of course wherever you use it, tile brings an

assurance of permanence and ease of maintenanee unmatched by other materials. For Iean
other examples of outstanding tile treatments, write for Booklets 451 and 550.

AMERICAN OLEAN TILE COMPANY e EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 1500 CANNON AVE., LANSDALE, PA. FACTORIES: LANSDALE, PA., OLEAN, N.Y., LEWISPORT, KY. » MEMBER: TILE COUNCIL OF AMERICA, PRODUCERS' COUNCIL
A SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONAL GYPSUM COMPANY
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Hospital cures fuel ills with “little Pentagon”
Richmond State Hospital burns coal for economy and availability in modern pentagonal power plant

After a power system failure at the Richmond State
Hospirtal, Richmond, Ind., the administration conducted
an engineering survey of its steam-generating operation.
Over-age equipment indicated the need for entirely new
facilities. The shape of the boiler room site prompted
the unconventional pentagonal installation for best
possible adaptation of space to present and future needs.
Economy and availability dictated the choice of coal as
the fuel. Today a new power plant—designed by Fleck,
Quebe and Reid, Indianapolis, with F. B. Morse, of
Purdue University—burns coal in a completely modern,
automatic operation. The outstanding features of this
compact installation are its high combustion efficiency,
minimum manpower requirement and continuing ease
of maintenance.

Consvit an engineering firm

If you are remodeling or building new heating or power
facilities, it will pay you to consult a qualified engineering
firm. Such concerns—familiar with the latest in fuel costs
and equipment—can effect great savings for you in
efficiency and economy of fuel.

Coal is lowest cost fuel

Today, when the annnal cost of fuel often equals the original
cost of the boilers, you should know that bituminous coal

Architectural Forum / February 1960

is the lowest cost fuel in most industrial areas. And
modern coal-burning equipment gives you 15% to 50%
more steam per dollar, while automatic operation trims
labor costs and eliminates smoke problems. What’s more,
tremendous coal reserves and mechanized mining pro-
cedures assure you a constantly plentiful supply of coal
at stable prices.

BITUMINOUS COAL INSTITUTE
Dept. AF-02  Southern Building, Washington 5, D. C.
See ovur listing in Sweet’s

SEND COUPON FOR NEW BCI PUBLICATIONS.
Guide Specifications, with complete equipment criteria [
and boiler room plans:

BITUMINOUS COAL INSTITUTE
Southern Building, Washington 5, D. C,
Gentlemen—Please send me:

r

|

|

I GS-1 (low-pressure heating plant, screw-type underfeed stoker) ;
' B GS-2 (higg-prmure heating and/or process plant, ram-type
| underfeed stoker); [] GS-3 (auromatic package boiler for heating
| and process plants). [] Case histories on larger plants,

|

|

I

|

|

Title..
C

Address
City. Tonme . Stare

I =

[ SO
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Here is Pittsburgh Corning’s newest contribution to the architect’s

authority over design ... a new product: Sculptured Glass Modules.
Patterns pressed deep into the surface of each module create, in combination, almost limitless capac-
ity to develop carefully calculated textural effects from the natural interplay of light and shade on a
wall. The pattern illustrated on this page is WEDGE. It is one of four patterns which are currently
available exclusively on architect’s specifications —from PITTSBURGH CORNING CORPORATION.

G



CLUBHOUSE SPANS CANYON

The odd shape shown at right
and below is the model for a
restaurant-clubhouse designed
by two Oakland architects,
Luckman and Cadwalader, for
an Oakland park. It will hang
between canyon walls over a
golf cours:, giving diners a
grandstand view of the play
as well as a glimpse of Sa-
Francisco Bay in the distance.
Above the double-decked res-
taurant will be a faceted glass
dome 30 feet high, Below it
will be reinforced conerete
bents stretching out like a tri-
pod to the ecanyon walls. Glass-
enclosed funicular cars will
run from a small entrance pa-
vilion down to the restaurant.

A roundup of recent and significant proposals

e

TR

BOSTON UNIVERSITY GROWS UP: TOWER CLASSROOMS

Boston University’s Charles ‘ leges, except the medical
River campus is spreading out | school, to the main campus.
and up—five 15- and 16-story | Also included in the plan, by
| buildings will dot the river { Sert, Jackson & Gourley, are
bank in the next tem years. two auditoriums and a $4.4-

These classroom towers are million library. First to be
part of a $60 million develop- built: the towers on either side
ment campaign which will ulti- of the chapel (center) and a
mately move all scattered col- student union (right).

THREE-SECTION DORMITORY AT SARAM LAWRENCE COLLEGE

Next fall 150 Sarah Lawrence i three sections connected by
girls, first wave of a 40 per | glass-enclosed stairways. The
cent enrollment increase, will architect took advantage of
move into a new dormitory the sloping site to provide an

N. Y., campus. The first of five a fourth level to the front
new buildings in Philip John- three. Cost: $1.2 million to be
son’s master plan, the red | financed by a U.S. Government
brick dormitory will be built in | loan and private gifts.

(below) on their Bronxville, l extra story at the rear, adding
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A new architectural interpretation of an ageless material—glass.
Here is an aspect of Sculptured Glass Modules which bears material-
ly on the importance of this new product to curtain wall design. Now sweeping textural effects can be
designed into a wall in concert with the only substantial wall material offering both light transmission
and insulation value. Four patterns are available—exclusively on architect's specifications. The one
you see shown here is PYRAMID. Design patents applied for. PITTSBURGH CORNING CORPORATION.

PYRAMID




PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL FOR DISTURBED CHILDREN

Pennsgylvania will build its first
state institution for emotion-
ally disturbed children on a
125-acre site in  Bensalem
Township, Bueks County (be-
low). Though the three-story
clinic and one-story school, rec-

reation, and food service build-
ings will of necessity be “in-

stitutional,” Architect Vincent

G. Kling's design
small gable-roofed

provides
cottages

where children will live with
house parents.

their Initially,

the institution will cost $8 mil-
lion and serve 340 children; a
second phase will add space
for 168. The clinic’s structure
will be of reinforced concrete;
the walls, of brick and por-
celainized steel.

GALVESTON APARTMENTS

From their balconies, tenants
of the Isle DeVille Apartments
in Galveston, Tex. (right)
will have a choice of views
over the Gulf of Mexico or
over their own second-floor
deck swimming pool and ca-
bhanas. The $2-million, ten-
story apartment building will
provide 100 apartments, rang-
ing in size from one-bedroom
up to two-story studio apart-
ments.  Architects Anthony
Luciano &  Associates of
Houston have specified a re-
inforced concrete frame and
aluminum and brick exterior
walls for the building.
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MINNESOTA OFFICES

By 1965 Minnesota Mining &
Manufacturing Co. expects to
have 1,800 employees at work
in a l4-story administration
building (left), which is part
of the company’s new 265-acre
research center east of St.
Paul, Minn. Designed by EI-
lerbe & Co., of St. Paul, archi-
tects for the entire center, the
building’s serrated, three-di-
mensional exterior will be cut
stone, tinted glass, and alumi-
num “to give the look of a
diamond, reflecting light in
constantly changing angles
visible at long distances.”
Cost: $10 million.

i,

PITTSBURGH TOWER

The General Services Adminis-
tration will build this $26 mil-
lion federal building in down-
town Pittsburgh from plans by
Prack & Prack and Altenhof &
Bown, local architects. Rising
23 stories above a landseaped
plaza, the exterior of the office
tower will be a steel and glass
grid, contrasting with the
limestone-faced elevator and
stairway shaft (left). Twenty
U.S. agencies will share the
building's 795,000 square feet
of air-conditioned office space
arranged on a modular plan.

ATLANTA ELECTRIC BUILDING

Eschewing the usual sign on
the roof, the Georgia Power
Co. will label its new home
office in Atlanta (below) just
as effectively with special
night lighting of the facade
and a plaza fountain. The 21-
story exterior will present a
striped pattern of white
Georgia marble, gray enameled
steel, and gray tinted glass.
Owner-builders H. C. Beck Jr.
and J. B. Hutchison will lease
the tower to Georgia Power.
Architeets: Finch, Alexander,
Barnes, Rothschild & Paschal.
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HAWAIIAN SHERATON ADDS A TOWER

At right angles to the existing
Princess Kaiulani Hotel in
Waikiki, the Sheraton Hawaii
Corp. is building an 11-story,
210-room  addition (right,
above), which will offer guests
a choice of weather: air condi-
tioning inside or individual
lanais outside. To speed con-

struction, floors will be built
up of precast concrete panels
covered with an equal thick-
ness of poured-in-place con-

crete. End walls will be non-
bearing hollow block. Archi-
tects: Wimberly & Cook,

George V. Whiscnand, associ-
ate, of Honolulu.

WAVY-ROOFED BOWLING CENTER IN MICHIGAN

Undulating in two directions
over a framework of laminated
timbers, the huge roof shown
below will span 64 bowling
alleys in Livonia, Mich. Where
the big roof dips in the middle,
a snack bar and cocktail
lounge will divide the lanes
back to back, 32 on a side. A

large expanse of heat and
glare-resisting glass will show
passers-by the activity within.
The adjacent restaurant (far
right) is roofed with a shallow
dome, also supported by lami-
nated timbers. “Cloverlanes”
was designed by Hawthorne &
Schmiedeke, Detroit.

CIGARETTE FACTORY IN BANGKOK
With
American architectural
the Thailand Government To-

from an
firm,

some help

bacco Monopoly expects to
double the country’s cigarette
output. The H-shaped factory

and office building (below) will
be equipped with the latest au-
tomatic cigarette-making ma-

chinery, air conditioning, and
music systems. Cast stone
grilles will screen the factory
half (rear). Including sepa-
rate canteen and service build-
ings (not shown), the cost will
be about $3.5 million. Archi-
tects: Litchfield, Whiting,
Bowne & Associates,

COLORFUL HIGH-RISE APARTMENTS IN HOUSTON

In downtown Houston Archi- |
tects MacKie & Kamrath plan
a 24-story apartment tower \r
which will bring many subur- ‘
ban amenities to city dwellers. |
Right on their doorstep, ten-
ants will find a swimming pool,
gardens, badminton and shuffle-

board courts and, in the pent-
house, a private club. The
architects expect to use soft
colors on the tall, slim masonry
cend walls to contrast with the
brightly colored panels and
draperies of the expansive
window walls.

ARIZONA MOTEL

This Wrightian oasis in the
desert near Scottsdale, Ariz.
—a motel called the Seottsdale
Inn—was designed by Edgar

Tafel Associates, New York,
and Gonzales & Ludlow,
Phoenix, associate architects.
The one-story office, restau-

rant, bar, and coffee shop, like
the two-story motel buildings,
will be built of precast floor
and roof panels and block
walls. Guests will swim in a
sunken pool (center), ap-
proached from one of the 43
cabanas around it. Parking
spaces will ring the motel, to
be started this spring.




A new Architectural brochure discusses the full
Sculptured Glass Modules can be expected to have

impact which
upon the cur-

tain wall concept. It contains a variety of visual interpretations indicating the broad design
latitude possible with the product. The four patterns currently available are fully illustrated.
For a free copy and color chart showing the 12 bold and pastel ceramic face colors, write
PITTSBURGH CORNING CORPORATION, Dept. E-20, One Gateway Center, Pittsburgh 22, Pa.
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Three-dimensional glass block . . . storage heaters . . .

thin movable partitions . . . automatic air purifier

SCULPTURED GLASS BLOCK
vary wall texture, pattern, color

To put new life into the appearance (and
sales) of its glass block, Pittsburgh Corn-
ing sought advice from a number of
leading architects. The result is four large
new blocks (12 inches square, 4 inches
thick), called Seculptured Glass Modules,
which combine color, pattern, and texture
with the other attributes of glass block.

Of the 12 strong colors available in the
new block, seven were suggested by Mirko
Basaldella and Vincent Solomita, both of
the Harvard Graduate School of Design.
The four patterns—Ileaf, pyramid, wedge,
and harlequin—are simple geometric
shapes pressed into glass while it is still

in a semimolten state. For an idea of the

rich textures made possible by the four
“basics,” see photographs, left. The block
are finished in ceramic color on one side;
the other side, patterned too, is clear.
Pittsburgh Corning is currently experi-
menting with tints on both faces.

Like conventional block, these are made
by joining two hollow halves, trapping
dead air between them as an insulator.
They offer an average 20 per cent light
transmission. The sculptured block cost
$3.25 each, or $1.80 if clear on both sides.
Installation cost is about $1.00 per block.

Manufacturer: Pittsburgh Corning Corp.,
1 Gateway Center, Pittsburgh 22.

TWO MOVABLE PARTITIONS
tailored to slim lines, stock sizes

Design freedom and mass production econ-
omy were the twin goals set by the E. F.
Hauserman Co. in developing its two new
steel partitions. Both systems have certain
common characteristics, such as thinness
(2% inches), a 4-inch module, ready
access to wiring and utilities, sound con-
trol, and a wide choice of finishes. They
differ, however, in appearance, price, and
joining method.

The more expensive of the two is the
Delineator (above), designed for use by
architects. It is available in a wide choice

of sizes, shapes, colors, and textures and
its spare lines fit into modern architecture.
Wood veneers, rough or smooth textiles,
and vinyls are wall-covering choices,
Slightly recessed head, base, and feature
trim may match the panel or contrast
with it; in either case, the trim outlines
the panel in a narrow frame. A cam
action locking bar connects panels.

An equally slim, but less expensive,
partition is the Signature (above), aimed
at the commercial and industrial market.
Panels in this system are flush with the
interlocking posts covered by snap-on post
caps. Panel connections are perceptible
only as two narrow vertical lines.

Sample prices for the two systems: two
10 by 15 foot Delineator offices with door
and hardware cost about $2,850; two com-
plete Signature offices of the same size cost
about $2,500. Prices drop in quantity and
when one wall is shared by adjoining
offices.

Manufacturer: E. F. Hauserman Co.,
7516 Grant Ave., Cleveland 5.

TILT-UP FRAMING SYSTEM
shortens curing time, pares costs

Tilt-Frame, a patented system of erecting
precast concrete walls, originated with a
Texas engineer who chafed at his crew’s
idleness while concrete tilt-up panels
cured. To wipe out the usual seven-day
curing time, T. W. Garmon worked out a
process which allows slabs to cure after
being set in place, shaving $1 per square
foot from total construction costs and 50
working days from the time needed to
erect the walls of a 100,000-sguare-foot
building.

Garmon’s invention is a heavy steel
frame on which wooden forms are built
up. The concrete is poured into the forms
and allowed to set for 24 hours before
being tied down to the frame with tem-
porary braces ready for the lifting opera-
tion. The form’s sides are removed, leaving
only the floor of the form clinging to the
steel frame. A crane hooks onto a spreader

continued on page 56
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CUSTOM
EF FECTS

ORNAMENTAL
GRILLES

at low cost!

IRVICO'S mass production of “ALUMINUM GRIDSTEEL"
now enables the designer to achieve the *‘custom look"
in grillework economically.

“ALUMINUM GRIDSTEEL" is a honeycomb mesh that allows
great flexibility in scale and texture, and diversity of
application, lts third-dimension affords varying degrees

of opacity depending on angle of view.

“ALUMINUM GRIDSTEEL" is
available in rigid or flexible
panels of various sizes...

anodized, painted or
mill finish.

Write for
colored brochure

IMAGINEERING
in ALUMINUM
“GRIDSTEEL”®

ALUMingE
ERIDSTELL
"

IRVING SUBWAY
GRATING CO., Inc.

ORIGINATORS OF THE GRATING INDUSTRY

Offices and Plants af
5061 27th St., LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y.
1861 10th St., OAKLAND 10, CALIFORNIA

bar at the frame's top, swings the panel
into place, and detaches the frame. To
prevent toppling, temporary braces hold
the panels in position until preformed
T-shaped columns are inserted between
them. Construction inside—floors, plumb-
ing, inside dividers, etc.—takes place after
roofing.

Of the advantages claimed for Tilt-
Frame over conventional tilt-up building
methods, the weightiest is that a minimum
crew can be kept busy every day. For ex-
ample, a erew can pour eight panels one
morning, erect them on piers the next day,
and that same afternoon pour eight panels,

o

and so on. Standard Tilt-Frame walls are
23 by 15.8 feet, though their thickness may
be varied to meet local code require-
ments. One drawback: Tilt-Frame requires
enough maneuvering room on the site for
a 380-ton crane, and adequate pouring
space,

Manufacturer: Garmon Construction
Co., 609 North Retta, Fort Worth, Tex.

HEATING AND STORAGE UNITS
combined in trim steel cabinets

Baseboard heaters mounted on the wall 9
inches above the floor are completely hid-
den by Chromalox Draft Barrier Storage
Cabinets. Storage-heater units may be used
alone or in conjunction with ventilators in
schools or offices.

Cool air, sucked in through perforations
at the bottom of the cabinet, warms as it
rises over the baseboard, and floats out
into the room through a grille at the rear

WARM AL

of the cabinet. This rising action counter-
acts cold window drafts. Grilles are
especially sturdy, designed to resist pen-
cils, rulers, or other items which might
be thrust into them in classroom use.




Sliding doors, locks, and shelves are
optional additions to the storage cabinets.

Cabinets are finished in coral-tan baked-
on enamel (on 16-gauge steel) and are
offered in 2-, 8-, and 4- foot lengths, 26%%
inches high, 13% inches deep; prices run
from $53 to $59. Electric baseboard units
start at $12 for 1 foot and go up to $46
for the 8-foot length.

Manufacturer: Edwin L. Wiegand Co.,
7500 Thomas Blvd., Pittsburgh 8.

AUTOMATIC AIR PURIFIER
controls air's quality and humidity

Carrier’s Automatic Air Purifier, designed
for residential and small commercial use,
supplies clean, humidity-controlled air to
either new or existing central air-con-
ditioning systems. Capable of cleaning
1,200 cubic feet of air per minute, the
purifier costs $250 installed.

Behind successful odor removal is Car-
rex, a glycerine-like solution, which flows
over a slanted filter. The diagram (below)
shows how the cycle works, Dirty air
filters through an aluminum mesh screen,
changing direction 17 times as it zigzags
through. Because dirt particles are slower

to change direction than air molecules,
they are thrown on the filter surface. A
Carrex-and-water solution bathing the
filter flushes particles down into the col-
lecting pan. A small part of the fluid
is scooped into the regemerator, which ex-
tracts odors and sends them outdoors.
Waves of fluid washing down the filter
keep it clean, never giving dirt particles
a chance to stick. Dirt, lint, pollen, and
other particles land in the collecting pan,

continued on page 58
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in Grand Central
Terminal

MILLIONS |
have

WALKED g
with |
SAFETY

on B
stairs and floors
of long-wearing

ALUNDUMLIINYJTERRAZZO

The millions who have used this and a number of other stairways

in New York’s Grand Central Station owe their walking safety to precast
tread inserts containing an ample propertion of Norton ALUNDUM Terrazzo
Aggregate, Installed in 1941, and today showing little signs of wear, these
treads will continue to provide safe walking surfaces for many years to come.

In 1945, new floors of ALUNDUM
Terrazzo were also installed to bring

walking safety to areas in front of

train gates.

For floors and stairways in all
types of buildings, both public and
commercial, Norton ALUNDUM Aggre-
gate furnishes a terrazzo surface which
is non-slip wet or dry, retains its initial
beauty indefinitely and is exceptionally
resistant to wear.

Send for brand new cotalog on
Naorton products for WALKING SAFETY.

{NORTONI—

N COMPANY
w ER 6, Mass., NON-SLIP FLOORS

ALUNDUM AGGREGATE for Terrazzo and Cement + ALUNDUM STAIR ond FLOOR TILE
ALUNDUM ond CRYSTOLON Nonsslip Abrasives
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STAINLESS STEEL
SHEET & STRIP

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, we were the first
stainless steel sheet producer to recognize
the superiority of the Sendzimir Cold Re-
duction Process over conventional rolling
equipment for exceptionally close tol-
erances.

Our equipment is such that tolerances
can be held to as low as 3% (plus or
minus), as compared to the A.I.S.I. max-
imum allowable variation of 10%. This
“Thinness Control” means the ability to
control decimal thickness with micro-
accuracy, giving you more stainless area
per ton or the equivalent area with less
weight. It is this controlled accuracy and
uniformity that directly relates to fabri-
ating economies and satisfaction in the
ultimate end use.

MicroRold Stainless Steel Sheet is
available in widths up to 36" in gauges
from .005 to .109, and in widths up to
48" from .010 to .109 in all commercial
grades, finishes and tempers. MicroRold
Strip can be supplied in widths up to
23154 in gauges from .010 to .109, and
VERI-THIN Strip as thin as .0015 to
[009 in all commercial strip finishes.

Distributed by steel warehouses
throughout the world!

Send for your copy of "MicroRold Stainless Steel Handbook"

WASHINGTON STEEL CORPORATION

WOODLAND AVENUE * WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA

which requires emptying once or twice a
year. A humidistat controls the amount
of water mixed with Carrex, insuring the
proper quantity of moisture in the clean
air as it completes the cycle.

Carrier claims that the purifier removes
25 per cent of air odors in each pass over
the filter, and, since all air in the home
passes through every ten minutes, any
reasonable concentration of odors can be
removed in 30 to 40 minutes.

Two small models, to be ready in April,
are cabinets 57% inches tall and 27 inches
deep, but there is a difference in width:
the 1,200-cubic-foot model measures 20
inches around, and the 2,000-cubic-foot
one 8 inches more. A larger, 4,000-foot
model, for use in large air-conditioning
systems, will be available next summer.

Manufacturer: Carrier Corp., Syracuse
1L, NF.

HOOK-FACED TAPE
clings tightly to nylon wall fabric

The burr-faced nylon tape, Velero, which
substitutes for zippers in several applica-
tions, is turning up on walls. For display-
ing products of various kinds, a soft nylon
pile fabrie, with a stiffened backing, is
stuck to the wall with cellulose wallpaper
adhesive. Bits of Velcro tape are glued,
stapled, or stitched to the backside of dis-
play objects and then placed anywhere on
the wall fabric. Result: a series of objects
which seems suspended in midair. A 1-inch
square tab is strong enough to hold an
8-pound object. The major advantage of
tape and fabric is that displays can be
changed without effort.

The pile fabrie costs $4.75 per yard,
comes in black, white, light gray, beige,
and yellow, but in only one width, 38
inches. The hooked tape is available in
11 colors and four widths (from 3% inch
to 2 inches). The 1-inch size costs $1.35
a yard.

Manufacturer: Velero Sales Corp., 681
Fifth Ave., New York 22,




COLORED CURTAIN-WALL SEALANT
matches enamel, marble, or mosaic

Chem Seal 242/, a Thiokol-based, two-part
synthetic rubber compound, can be matched
to almost any curtain-wall colors, includ-
ing those of porcelain enamel, marble, or
mosaic. Seven standard colors—gray, blue,
green, yellow, eream, orange, and red—
sell for about $23 a gallon kit, includ-
ing the base compound and accelerator.
Special colors can be mixed to order.

The sealant cures to a firm, flexible rub-
ber unaffected by temperatures from
—40 degrees F. to 200 degrees F. It is
applied with a calking gun or, in the case
of small jobs, a putty knife or spatula.

Manufacturer: Chem Seal Corporation
of America, 12910 Panama St., Los
Angeles 66.

HEXAGONAL GRILLES
move out of subway to decorative use

The Irving Subway Grating Co., long-time
supplier of industrial gratings, has devel-
oped an aluminum version of its Gridsteel
grating for use in sun deflectors, canopies,

suspended ceilings, and decorative interior
screens. Gridsteel is a honeycomb mesh .
fastened together by lugs clinched through t I l e pr]_ I I tS
slots in adjoining bars. By loosening the
lugs, the grille becomes a flexible screen. d
Aluminum Gridsteel bars vary from % nOW & Ou Ilee

inch to 1% inches in depth, and the thick-
ness of the metal from 0.083 to 0.100 inch.
Standard panel sizes are 3 by 10 feet,
4 by 8 feet, and 4 feet square. For the

least expensive mill finish, guantity prices d th !
start at $1.20 per square foot. Anodized . nee em
finishes in color cost more.

Manufacturer: Irving Subway Grating
Co., Inc., 5036 27th St., Long Island City 1,
N.Y.

B No longer need you wait a day, or even hours, for prints that
you're in a hurry to get to customers.

Now, Bruning’s unique Copyflex Model 300 brings the
advantages of inside reproduction within the means of the
smallest firm or department. Right in your own offices, you
make sharp, black-on-white prints in seconds of a drawing

or tracing up to 30 inches wide by any length. With

intermediates, you make design changes without reworking

originals; you make composite prints, color overlays, and
sharp prints from weak originals. You add new dimensions
in convenience, speed, and efficiency to your entire operation,
All at the surprisingly low cost of the Model 300!

And anyone can operate the Model 300. It needs only
a 115volt AC connection. .. is clean, quiet, odorless.
An 8% x 11" print costs less than a penny for materials.
The money and time you now spend for outside prints

will pay for your new Model 300 in short order.

Why not investigate?

Charles Bruning Company, Inc., Dept. 2-KA
1800 Central Road, Mount Prospect, lil.

Offices in Principal U.S. Cities
In Canada: 105 Church St., Toronto 1, Ont.

(B ” ” ” ’ ” @ c Igg‘%:exﬁoddﬁesw free booklet on the low-cost
0] A
Copylex |-

-
Low-cost Diazo Reproduction =
at Its Best! Address
City. County. Stote

END |
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Bowling alley under construction in Seattle uses laminated wood beams
fastened to laminated cross members for structural strength, will leave them
cxposed for their decorative value as well. Architect: Stanley W. Marr.




for new answers...look to WOOD

Its inherent strength, enhanced by latest techniques, broadens the scope of wood’s many uses

// /z‘//// //;

Using bolted A- framc members for rigidity and strength, ceiling and
walls of this home combine to provide internal spaciousness while
creating an unusual peak effect. Architect: Thomas C. Babbitt.

This carport boasts modern styling with a maximum of protection,
Strength of wood in ceiling permits umpl:cuy of design with exaggerated
overhang. Wood fencing gives privacy. Architect: Van Evera Bailey.

Architectural Forum / February 1960

The strength of wood is a multi-faceted quality. Wood
has the favorable strength-to-weight ratio of a low-
density, cellular structure. Wood has natural elasticity
under stress . . . the ability to give, not break. Wood
has durability proved through the centuries, com-
mending its use inside and out.

Today, man-made processes give wood still greater
strength. You see this in laminated beams, trusses,
new fasteners, new preservatives, other technological
developments that have adapted wood to situations
never before in its realm. Intrinsic or improved, the
strength of wood opens unlimited vistas in structural
design. For more information on designing with wood,
write to this address:

NATIONAL LUMBER MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
Wood Information Center, 1319 18th St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C.

|

for freedom of design, look #o WOOd—j
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These six patterns...

.....are examples from the library of mare than 100 designs in which Kurtzon
‘Karvalum’ color anodized aluminum screens and grilles are manufactured.
Karvalum panels are available in standard widths, 3'and 4'; standard lengths,
8, 10’ and 12'; and in a variety of thicknesses. On a custom basis, panels
of any size are available and custom designed patterns can be reproduced.
Write on your firm letterhead for application and installation information.

MORRIS KURTZON, INC.

Manufacturar of Lighting Fixtures, Store and Bank Fixtures,
Solar Screens, and Architectural Metalwork.

1420-30 South Talman Avenue, Chicago 8, lllinois CRowford 7-2121

O%Hiﬂ et /.ﬁy

the debut of @ new, m;.d, -
extraordinary product for redwoot:

C./—g?é e g{gm}/ .(%ma:g{fc/c

containing @ sensational .[tlt-rc{-‘i/ézltt
 Light Inhibitor and Mildewce nd.
Itb is guarunteed to aut!a:si;l ar
outwear ANY clear finish in
its price c.!ass. i
Therefore, the next time you L},mod
deluxe, long lasting ‘clcc.zr Jei‘
ﬁnish, you are tlnmte {;,dc
specify Super Liquid rI'h]l;wI-'y)
(A.LA. File No. 25-B-

Linseed Oil Products Cu.rp.
n redwood finishes

specialists i t v
Speeiirt Santa Ana 7, Calif.

1603 Talbert Ave.,

Air-Skreen sparks new ideas in

SUPERMARKET PLANNING

Air-Skreen is an all-new integrated display and storage
merchandiser which saves steps, reduces product han-
dling, cuts labor costs; by providing fast, easy rear-load-
ing of display from within storage cooler itself. It can
be used in separate, single units—or in multiple, con-
tinuous display. For dertails consult Tyler Distributor
listed in Yellow Pages, or send coupon.

PIONEER of imporfont improvements
TYLER REFRIGERATION CORPORATION, Niles, Michigan

See our catalog In Sweet's Architectural File—26a/Ty
I N N N N S S N S .

Tyler Refrigeration Corporation, Dept. AF-2, Niles, Mich,

Send data on [J new Tyler Air-Skreen Sales & Storage Cooler [ free Store Planning Assistance avall-
able to architects.

e e

NAME

ADDRESS_

Cam:max Tvler Refrigerators, 732 Spadina Ava., Toronto, Export: Tyler
Refrigeration Int'l., C.A., Apariado Postal 9262, Caracas, Venezusla, 5.A,
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Every store has its own requirements, but Alr-Skreen opens new solutions, new arrange-
ments, new shortculs to better store layoul, mare elficient operation.

LNIWIRYANS
€901 HITONE

)
3
=
I=
12
5

ROLLING COLD

Alr-Skreen makes possible various perimetar arr ts which p short, direct
flow of merchandise from receiving to combination sales and storage cooler.




1BM Branch Office, Chicago, Niinois [ Nicol and Nicol, Architects and Engineers

Flexibility unlimited ... within the budget!
COLORLINE partitions open new opportunities for creative design.
Combine any materials, textures, colors . .. tailor the floor plan for maximum space-use.

Installation is simple, fast, low in cost. Write to Unistrut Products Company,

933 West Washington Boulevard, Chicago 7, lllinois.




Facade of the proposed
office building for the
State Employees
Building Corporation in
Sacramento, California,
combines insulation
value with handsome
appearance. Thinlite
panels of clear vista
tiles, accented with
colorful ceramic-faced
glasstiles, were selected
for floor-to-ceiling
installation. They
provide good vision
while effectively
reducing costs of air=
conditioning the
building. Vista panels
also admit maximum
light and provide low
heat transmission.
Spandrel panels are
green for contrast. Gray
anodized aluminum
struts are custom-
finished to the
architect's
specifications.

Complete freedom of design

3 HITNL.]I | 5

with prefabricated

curtain walls
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Office Building for the State Employees Building Corporation, Sacramento, California.
Architect-Engineer West America Engineering Co., Inc., San Francisco, California

."’\ s 1T HAs for so many other new buildings all over the
country, THINLITE prefabricated curtain walls bring design
distinction and beauty to the proposed office building for
the State Employees Building Corporation in Sacramento,
California.

For Tumnuite combines all the excellences of curtain
wall construction . . . plus almost limitless design freedom.
Colorful random designs . . . exciting mosaic patterns . . .
you have a wide choice of colors, shapes and textures, in
stock or custom-prefabricated panels. No two TrHNLITE
buildings need look alike!

THINLITE CURTAIN WALL
AN ® PRODUCT

TaNLITE is a completely weathertight wall. A double-
Neoprene gasketing system automatically locks out wind
and weather. All component parts are prefabricated. Very
little cutting and fitting are needed at your job site. And
that means really big construction savings for your clients!
They save on maintenance, too, because THINLITE panels
are self-washing. Aluminum struts can’t rust or rot.

TaiNuTE offers you a brand-new dimension in design
freedom. Send for complete data file on THINLITE now.
Write Kimble Glass Company, subsidiary of Owens-Illinois,
Department AF -2, Toledo 1, Ohio.

Owens-ILLINOIS

GENERAL OFFICES » TOLEDO 1, OHIO




Denver banks
on terrazzo
for lasting beauty

The beauty of this floor at the Denver United States National Bank

will last the life of the building, because it's colorful, durable terrazzo.
Concrete-hard terrazzo stays new-looking in spite of heavy traffic.
Maintenance costs are low, too, because terrazzo is so easy to clean.

No refinishing, waxing or buffing. Savings of at least 20¢ per sq. ft. per year
in cleaning can be realized.

And for this terrazzo installation, the specification was ATLAS WHITE
portland cement. Its uniform whiteness helps bring out the true color tone
of aggregates and pigments. Complies, too, with ASTM and Federal
Specifications. For more information on the use of ATLAS WHITE in terrazzo,
write: Universal Atlas Cement, 100 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.

Denver United States National Bank — Architect: James Sudler Associates, Denver. Associated Designers: Maria Bergson Associates, New York.
Contractor: N. G. Petry Construction Co., Denver. Terrazzo Contractor: J. B. Martina Mosaic Co., Denver.

WT-91

Universal Atlas Cement
Division of
United states steel *USS” and "Atlas” are registered trademarks

OFFICES: Albany.Birmingham.Boston.Chicago.Dayton. Kansas City. Milwaukee «Minneapolis. New York« Philadelphia « Pittsburgh« St. Louis.Waco




NOW/ PORCELAIN-ON-ALUMINUM BY ALLIANCEWALL WITH

ONLY ALLIANCEWALL'S “continuous line" production
method achieves such uniformity and stability
of color in porcelain-on-aluminum panels,

Al.,.llance \/

ubsidiary

AlllanceWall Division, AlllanceWare, Incorporated, Box 809, Alllance, Ohlo
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Here you see a representation of just a few of
the many fine motels in and around Atlantic City
that feature Acme air conditioning equipment.
Fact is, in Atlantic City alone there are 25 quality
motels so equipped and on the several turnpikes
leading into the City you’ll find at least 25 more.. . .
ranging in size from 25 units to more than 250 and
in value from a quarter of a million to almost two
million dollars. And in every one of these motels
the “heart” of the year 'round comfort condition-
ing systems, the chillers and the cooling towers,
bear the name Acme . . . the name that has been
synonymous with quality and dependability in air
conditioning and refrigeration equipment since
1919. Yes, “‘the word™ for air conditioning in
Atlantic City motels is definitely Acme.

... the practical approach

m is the word for air conditioning

Why Acme? Well, the architects and engineers
who recommended Acme, the contractors who
installed the equipment, the motel owners who are
using it could tell you best. But the answer is readily
available simply by ‘“‘adding up™ some of the

advantages of Acme equipment . . . space-saving,
cost-reducing compactness easy to install,
factory-assembled **packaging™ . . . smooth, quiet,
efficient operation . . . minimum-maintenance sim-

plicity and ruggedness . . . convenient, protected
controls . . . factory tested and certified performance
reliability. These Acme “pluses” and many more
are the reason why Acme systems are the answer to
air conditioning for multi-room buildings of a//
types . . . motels, hotels, apartments, hospitals,
offices. Call your nearby Acme sales engineer.

to




air conditioning

in Atlantic City motels

INDUSTRIES, INC.
JACKSON, MICHIGAN

MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY AIR CONDITIONING
AND REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT SINCE 1919
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Appeal is a most important function of any commercial entrance.

These HERCULITE®, TUBELITE® and WEST TENSION Doors, available from Pitts-
burgh, have unique architectural appeal, and each door promises long, trouble-
free service. All can be mat- or handle-operated by PITTCOMATIC® . . . a simple
hydraulic-driven automatic door opener.

Get complete details on Pittsburgh Doors from Sweet’s Architectural File, Sec-
tions 16a and 16d. For additional information, contact your nearest Pitts-
burgh branch or distributor. Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co., Room 9230, 632 Fort
Duquesne Blvd., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.

but takes a modern view of customer convenience. Its open-vision front makes full use of
WEST TENSION Doors, set in TUBELITE Frames and handle-operated by the PITTCOMATIC
Automatic Door Opener.

Areh.: Fullerton & MeCamis, A.I.A., Kansas City, Mo. ; Contractor : Julius Kaaz, Leavenworth, Kan.




TuBeLITE Doors blend well into this entrance to
Emil’s Steer Inn in Columbus, Ohio. Clean and
simple, both doors and frames are fabricated of
heavy extruded, aluminum tubes, with no
exposed seams. A unique interlocking feature
makes them hold their true shape through long
and continued use.

Avrchiteet: Loven J.Staker, A.L.A., Columbus, Ohio;
Contractor: Emil Windmiller, Columbus, Ohio.

These HERCULITE Doors have you inside the Simco Shoe Store, New York City, while you're
still outside. Crystal-clear and distortion-free, HERCULITE Doors can be had in a variety of
sizes for almost any open-vision application.

Architect : Simon B. Zelnik, A.I.A., New York, New York; Contractor: Medoff Construction Com-
pany, New York, New York.

E Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company

Paints + Glass + Chemicals + Brushes « Plastics « Fiber Glass In Canada: Canadian Pittsburgh Industries Limited
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WALLY WAL-LOK SAYS:

WAL-LOK

MORTAR JOINT REINFORCING

is now DOUBLE DEFORMED
... BONDS BETTER THAN EVER!

Ry

CROSS ROD
HOLDS SIDE

WORTAR GRIPS
Wl Al THE way
AROUHD

4E ’i

LENAWEE PEERLESS, INC.

I501 E. MICHIGAN, ADRIAN, MICHIGAN
SUCCESSORS TO ADRIAN PEERLESS, INC.

FORUM

has the largest
circulation in its field

Here are the facts.

Latest available figures—Publisher’s statements to the
Audit Bureau of Circulations—show the following paid
circulation averages for the first six months of 1959:

FORUM 60,614
P/A 40,623
RECORD 35,343

FORUM'’s circulation leadership isn’t new; it has led the
architectural magazines in circulation ever since 1935.

Twenty-four years of continuous leadership is no accident

FORUM Hditorial Offices:

Time & Life Bldg.
Rockefeller Center
Architectural Forum /the magazine of building

New York 20, N. Y.

Subscription Offices:
540 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago 11, Illinois
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ESPECIALLY DESIGNED TO BLEND WITH ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS

SCLIRY LT 077 7

PERFORATED AIR OUTLETS

The architectural styling of PERFAIR, both supply and match-
ing return units, conform to all interior designs. The inter-
changeable core and built-in air controllers permit the location
of PERFAIR units in any part of the ceiling.

Engineers can depend upon AGITAIR PERFAIR air diffusers
to meet every requirement— maximum turbulence...aspira-
tion...quick temperature equalization... uniform air distribu-
tion... noiseless...draftless operation.

Ask your AGITAIR representative for catalog P-200 or write
direct to Air Devices Inc.

# Provide Uniform Ceiling Design

* Can Be Located Anywhere
In Ceiling

® Interchangeable Diffusing Cores
® Unlimited Patterns

® BuiltsIn Air Controllers

e Adjustable for 1-2-3-4 Way Blows

* No Blank-Offs Required

® Maximum Turbulence —
Aspiration

® Quick Temperature
Equalization

® Uniform — Draftless Air
Distribution

Send for complete Perfair Catalog

AIR DEVICES

INC.

185 MADISON AVENUE = NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

BETTER PRODUCTS FOR
AIR DISTRIBUTION « AIR CLEANING » AIR EXHAUST
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CURTAIN WALL panels—faced with Glasweld and used as opaque glaz-
ing—present a useful new concept in permanent exterior color.

GLASWELD—the new building panel

EXTERIOR SIDING of olive and light yellow Glasweld was used by Archi-
tect-Builder Woody Cornell for his new home in Carmel, New York.

ROOM DIVIDERS and interior partitions of Glasweld introduce new sim-
plicity of design and maintenance in contemporary homes.

INTERIOR WALLS for kitchens or bathrooms (above) are easy to erect
and easy to maintain when they're made of Glasweld panels.

FASCIAS OF SOFFITS made of Glasweld contribute to the clean lines
of Rockwood (Pa.) Joint High School. Arch: Gordon C. Pierce.

with more uses than we can count

From foundation to roof, exterior and interior, in every kind
of building, Glasweld® introduces a new concept in perma-
nent color. Its design versatility might well solve a problem
in the building you are designing now.

Glasweld is an asbestos-reinforced building panel by
Weldwood®. It is rigid, strong, and weatherproof. It resists
scratching, impact, moisture, and chemical action. It stays
flat and will not rust, rot, or corrode. It machines cleanly,
and can be cut on the site. When used as a component panel
facing, Glasweld will not photograph the panel’s core.

Glasweld’s colorful all-mineral enameled surface requires
no maintenance, no painting. It comes in 20 permanent
colors, guaranteed cnlorf:lst by United States Plywood. Spe-
cify Glasweld in 14", 344", 14", and %" thicknesses in 4
x 5 pancls You can also specify 4" x 10’ panels in the 14" and

" thicknesses. For further information, mail the coupon.

WELDWOOD GLASWELD

United States Plywood

55 West 44th Street, New York 36, N. Y. AF 2-60
Please send me the new 12-page data booklet, “Weldwood
Glasweld” #1914. Gives detailed drawings, specifications,
and physical characteristics.




Chicago’s newest prestige building

HARTFORD (ZDM%&J%

new concept in space and dignity . ‘

served by electronically controlled

Haughton Auto-Signamatic

operatorless Elevator System

Destined to become the Chicago landmark, the Hartford Building at 100 South Wacker Drive will provide
regal surroundings and facilities for tenants and visitors.

A case in point: thirteen Haughton Operatorless Elevators with the latest automatic electronic controls
will speed passengers from floor to floor with silken smoothness. They will be motivated by an amazing electronic
brain that anticipates service needs at every moment, day and night, and dispatches cars at the proper times
and in proper sequence to meet traffic needs exactly.

Of course, operation of Haughton Operatorless Elevators is simplicity itself. One merely enters the car
and presses the numbered floor button. Doors open and close automatically at floor level, with unfailing
consideration for passengers. They are controlled by proven devices of ingenious design that help make
Haughton Operatorless Elevators the safest mode of floor to floor travel.

The Hartford Building ... to be occupied in part by the Western
Department of the Hartford Fire Insurance Company group. From its unique exterior,
creating a functional design accented by simple charm, to its superb location and superior
facilities, this beautifully planned building carries its tasteful ..

design throughout...The twenty floors are arranged for
purposeful planning and unexcelled utilization of floor space.
Windows are shielded from direct sun rays by the canopy
effect created in the exterior design, a first in this country... |
The landscaped esplanade and spacious lobby provide an excit- |
ing vista, while building features combining the ultimate in
fluorescent lights, automatic elevators, year ’round tempera-
ture control, under floor ducts for electrical and telephone
equipment and other innovations make The Hartford Building
an unparalleled office home for any organization.

* Haughton’s advanced program in elevator systems research and engineering, with
specific emphasis on the creative application of electronic devices and instrumentation
for betterment of systems design and performance.

H a u g h t o n DIVISION OF TOLEDO SCALE CORPORATION

ELEVATOR COMPANY Executive Offices and Plant, TOLEDO 9, OHIO
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“Painting school windows
is expensive!”

“Painting school windows
18 umnecessary!”

Any big school district has miles of windows to paint
every three or four years. And the cost is shocking!

Shocking because it’s unnecessary! Unnecessary be-
cause it’s so easy to get Fenlite windows.

Fenlite windows, by Fenestra, are steel windows . . .
with all the strength only steel provides. And they
never need maintenance painting.

That’s because the Fenlite process protects the steel
with an alloy-bonded lifetime zine surface, passivated
and chemically polished. Glazing compounds grip tighter
to it. Decorative painting (only if you want it) makes
a better bond.

Judged by standard 209, salt-spray test, Fenlite is
from 3 to 12 times more resistant to start of white
corrosion. Rust has no chance.

Best of all, Fenlite Steel Windows actually cost less
than standard field-painted steel windows.

If you want to know more about the startling econo-
mies of Fenlite windows for all types of buildings, contact
your Man from Fenestra, listed in the Yellow Pages, or write
Fenestra Inc., Dept. AF-2.2296 East Grand Boulevard,
Detroit 11, Michigan.

FENLITE

Fenestra | =

INCORPORATED WINDOWS

Your Single Source of Supply for
DOORS - WINDOWS - BUILDING PANELS - CURTAIN WALL
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FIRST to deliver War

DIVISION

AIR CONDITIONING
CORPORATION

GENERAL SALES OFFICES
SHANNON BUILDING
LITTLE ROCK
ARKANSAS

DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE IN CERTAIN AREAS ¢ WRITE HUMPHREY DIVISION & ARKLA
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TALL...BRIGHT AND HANDSOME

A O

Chicago’s smart, new Executive House
Hotel boasts all-stainless exterior

There will never be anything dark about this new Chicago hotel. Architects
chose stainless steel for the entire exterior. Supplied in part by Republic Steel,
the stainless—Type 302 —was fabricated by Haskelite Manufacturing Corpora-
tion, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Stainless is the bright solution to long-range economy requirements. It
assures proven strength and durability . . . greater resistance to corrosion,
scuffs, scratches, and dents. Hard, lustrous finish will not bleed or discolor
with age. Stainless requires no painting, washes bright-as-new in the rain
or with occasional soap and water cleanings.

For complete information on Republic Stainless Steel for architectural
applications, return the coupon. Or, check Sweet’s Architectural Catalog File,
Section 6¢/Re.

1. REPUBLIC HIGH STRENGTH BOLTS saved valuable time and icbor in the
construction of the new Bobbie Brooks, Inc.,, warehouse in Cleveland, Ohio,
Two-man crews installed the bolts quickly and easily on the BO-foot,
double-pitched main trusses. Design and construction by The Austin
Company, Cleveland, Ohio. Erection schedules are easily met or even
shortened with Republic High Strength Bolts. Check coupon for illustroted
folder.

2. 10%” 0.D. REPUBLIC STEEL PIPE was used in erecting the new Tremco
Building in Cleveland, Ohio. Slabs were poured on the ground then hoisted
up pipe by means of hydraulic screw jacks. Time and money were saved
by the elimination of scaffolding and elevators, Slabs were raised at the
rate of three feet per hour. The Austin Company, Engineers and Builders.

3. ALL THE ADVANTAGES of modern curtain wall construction plus the ex-
clusive feature of insulated panels, integrated with heavy-intermediate
steel windows, are yours with Truscon VISION-VENT® Window Walls. Pictured
is the Boeing Airplane Company installation, Building #201, Seattle,
Washington. With VISION-VENT, you select practically any type of window
—steel or aluminum—with either stainless steel or porcelainized panels
in o wide choice of colors. Send for litercture.
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Architects: Milton M. Schwartz & Associates, Inc., Chicago,
lllinois. Stainless Steel Panels fabricated by Haskelite
Manufacturing Corporation, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

of Stansterd, Steels anel Sl froaludls

REPUBLIC STEEL CORPORATION

DEPT. AF -8716

1441 REPUBLIC BUILDING - CLEVELAND 1, OHIO

Please send complete information on:
O ENDURO® Stainless Steel for architectural applications
O VISION-VENT Window Walls
O High Strength Bolts [ Republic Steel Pipe

Name Title.
Company.
Address
Ciry

Zone State.
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Today's best
dome skylights

One name stands out when you consider dome skylights for
buildings of every type. PLExiGLas® acrylic plastic is the
ortginal . . . and still the best ... material for domes. This
superiority has been demonstrated coneclusively in the Rohm &
Haas Daylighting Laboratory, using standard IES tests and
special procedures developed with the American Society of
Heating and Air Conditioning Engineers.

are made of

Prexicras dome skylights at East Grand Rapids Jr. High School, Michigan. Architects: Perkins and Will and J. & G. Daverman Co.

PLEXIGLAS

Only PLex1GLAS gives you completely successful
performance on each of these counts:

e LIGHT TRANSMITTANCE
« DAYLIGHT CONTROL
« HEAT-LIGHT RATIO
« SURFACE BRIGHTNESS
« OUTDOOR STABILITY

Don’t take chances with other materials. Insist on
PLEXIGLAS . . . the time-proved plastic for domes

. made only by Rokm & Haas.

Chemicals for Industry
Hi | ROHM & HAAS
—————— COMPANY
—_— WASHINGTON SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 5, PA.

In Canada: Rohm & Haas Company of Canada, Lid., West Hill, Ontario

PLEXIGLAS DOME SKYLIGHT MANUFACTURERS * BOSTON, Mass., E. Van Noorden Co., 100 Magazine St. * COLUMBIA, S. C., Mid-South Industries,
Inc., 8000 Main St. * DALLAS, Texas, Plastics Products of Texas, 5115 E. Grand Ave. * DENVER, Colo., Plasticrafts, Inc., 2800 No, Speer Bivd. * HOUSTON,
Texas, Plasteco, Inc., 2102 89th St. » Southwestern Plastics Co., Live QOak and Jefferson Sts. * PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Bohem Mfg, Co., Inc., 12 Water Street,
Bryn Mawr, Pa. * PORTLAND, Oregon, The Pam Co., 1951 N.W. Wilson St. * TULSA, Oklahoma, Plastic Engineering Co. of Tulsa, 3128 E, Admiral PI.




Editorial

No vacancies?

The other day a good friend of the FoRUM—a well-known speculative
builder—decided to tease the editors about their alleged naiveté with regard
to the facts of life in real estate. “The only seal of approval I ever want to
see on one of my buildings,” said this friend, “is a sign out front saying
‘No vacancies."” He explained, with obvious relish, how one of his latest
projects violated just about everything the magazine has been advocating:
it was very high in density, it occupied its lot a full 100 per cent, it was not
likely to win any AIA medals. Apart from which it made plenty of money.

Perhaps this friend will forgive it if nobody doubles up with mirth.
After all, it isn’t exactly news that lots of money can be made by anyone
who is interested, primarily, in making lots of money. You can make lots of
money in magazine publishing (to take one unlikely example) if you publish
pictures of pretty girls in bikinis instead of pretty buildings in curtain
walls; you can make lots of money in TV if you fill the air waves with
mayhem rather than Murrow; and you can make lots of money in building
if you are more interested in cubage than quality.

But, let’s face it, what are we here for, anyway? Are we no longer con-
cerned with the quality of our acts?

One big difference between a man who builds and a man who prints pic-
tures of girls in bikinis is that the builder is leaving a more-or-less per-
manent imprint in the face of the earth, and the publisher (perhaps
unfortunately so) is not. In any case, this means that builders always face
the question of the quality, even the morality of their acts. Percival Good-
man, the architect who designs and builds a lot of synagogues, once
explained to a congregation that man becomes most Godlike when he creates
something of lasting value—a building, a painting, or what have you. Is
this not something to keep in mind, together with the exact percentage
return on investments?

ForuM does not propose to get stuffy about this. The magazine will con-
tinue to fight, editorially, to make goodness in building more profitable on
earth as well as in heaven. It will continue to argue that good developers
like Roger Stevens, William Zeckendorf, and James Scheuer should get more
money for their trouble. It will continue to argue for zoning regulations that
will reward a good builder with square-foot bonuses. And it will continue to

continued on page 91
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Editorial continued

argue for higher performance stand-
ards in building methods and mate-
rials that will reward the quality-
contractor and manufacturer and
expose the fly-by-night operators.

Our builder friend with the “No
vacancies” sign out front may have
missed a basic point somewhere
along the line: for it would seem
that he has got some very serious
vacancies, and he's got them where
it hurts.

Again a Trylon
and Perisphere?

Ever since last September, when
New York City’s 1964 World’s Fair
Committee took a journey through
the Flushing Meadow site in a jit-
ney left over from the 1939 fair,
there has been sweet nostalgia sur-
rounding the entire promotion. In-
deed, the only significant indication
that 1964 will differ in the slightest
from 1939 is the recent decree of
Chairman Thomas Deegan: striped
pants and silk hats are out for '64.

The 1939 fair, said Deegan, had
given the impression that formal
dress was required wearing apparel.
“You got that through all the for-
eign delegations being received, and
pictures of these were spread all
over the U.S.,” he continued. “Well,
folks around the U.S. are kind of
scared off by a silk hat and striped
trousers, and I think the fairs are
built for people—for folks.”

This is pap and nonsense. Even in
1939, there were few “folks” so
naive as to believe that Grover
Whalen wouldn’t let them in if they
weren’t dressed as he was. But, in
1964 the naiveté is all going to be
on Mr. Deegan’s side; in 1964
“folks” will stay away only if fair
planners continue to visualize their
audience as a collection of Ma and
Pa Kettles.

Unfortunately, official naiveté is
not confined to a condescending atti-
tude toward an audience. For ex-
ample: despite the fact that costs
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will be three times 1939, attendance
three times, and traffic congestion
perhaps 30 times as big, the 1,257-
acre Flushing Meadows site will
only be enlarged, according to Park
Commissioner Robert Moses, by
some 35 acres. Although it is per-
haps too late to change the locale
now, a site on the order of four
times as large would actually be
more appropriate. Indeed, advocates
of a new site point justifiably to the
permanent values which might be
created therein. Most recent Ameri-
can fairs, including the one in 1939,
were used as opportunities to create
permanent value—in parks, at least.
Chicago did it twice, once in 1893
and once again in 1933—on different
sites along Lake Michigan. The re-
sult was a magnificent necklace of
lake-front parks which is unexcelled
anywhere. It is strange that Robert
Moses, whose opportunism about
acquiring more park land is one of
his own oft-mentioned assets, can-
not do as well for New York.

But parks are not the only perma-
nent values which might be ob-
tained. Architect Vietor Gruen’s
plan for the vetoed Washington
Fair, for example, planned to use
the fair site for a much needed per-
manent benefit: a planned “new
town” satellite. But, indeed, if the
only permanent values were facili-
ties for trade shows, a museum of
science, and a fun-fair like Tivoli in
Copenhagen (or Disneyland in Los
Angeles, if you will), there would at
least be something lasting gained.

Thinking in terms of permanent
values might actually turn up some
striking temporary values as well.
The 1964 New York Fair should be
a brilliant and festive event, set in
an important new civic and archi-
tectural setting. But, if a new site
cannot be used, let’s at least have
some fresh thinking about the old
one, even if it means bringing in
people—including talented planners
and designers—who don’t remember
the 1939 fair.

Hatchitecture

Architects, who at one time or an-
other seem to have been blamed for
everything else, may now have to
take responsibility as well for that
ultimate expression of modern cul-
ture, ladies’ hats. In Manhattan, at
least, the new spring collection of
Sally Victor, Inc. includes Bucky
Fuller’s “Geodesic Dome” in thin
white straw, Wright’s “Guggenheim
Museum” in beige straw-cloth (also
available in black), and Mies’s “Sea-
eram Building” in white felt. (Come
on, Sally, it looks more like a crocus
to us.) Rumor has it that a test
model of the Air Force Academy
took off in a high wind on Fifth
Avenue, and that the G.M. Technical
Center was badly crushed in a traf-
fic jam at Saks. The game is on,
however, and spring is still quite a
few weeks off.

g1







Bennington’s trim new library suggests
that modern architecture can be made
to fit comfortably into a traditional
New England setting.

Continuity
without
compromise

When Bennington’s intimate little campus was built in 1932,
it was felt that both the New England setting and the
historical associations of the area called for a traditional,
axial, colonial scheme. The decision may have been sound
for its time; after all, there was not very much good modern
architecture around to offer a convincing alternative. In any
case, Bennington College became a sort of tiny “University
of Virginia”—largely rendered in white clapboard: an impos-
ing, central commons building at one end, and a series of
small-scale dormitory houses extending symmetrically out-
ward from the commons to form a U-shaped campus (see
site plan, opposite). These delightful little houses were
grouped around small courts that, in furn, created a sort
of college community rather than an “educational plant.”
Since that time, Bennington’s compus has grown very
little. Some converted farm structures outside the central
quadrangle were put to use, and a few subsidiary build-
ings sprang up here and there. Then, three years ago, Ben-
nington found it possible to move its makeshift library from
a converted barn into a new building. At once, certain
fundamental decisions had to be made concerning the site
and the character of the new library structure, decisions
typical of those faced by many an established college today.
The first decision Bennington made was that the building
must be a good example of modern rather than colonial
architecture. Both the character of the college and the
growth of the modern movement in architecture made the
trustees reject any more fake-colonial structures. The second
decision was to make the building a part of the central
quadrangle, rather than quarantine it on the outer fringes
of the campus where it might clash less violently with its
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surroundings. The decision called for faith in the architects
—Pietro Belluschi and Carl Koch & Associates—and in
their ability to produce a design that would be both modern
and in harmony with the existing eclapboard campus. When
the Edward Clark Crossett Library was completed, virtually
all Benningtonians agreed that this faith had been justified.

In trying to bring the library into harmony with its
colonial surroundings, the architects wused three devices:
first, they sited the building so that it fitted naturally into
the pattern of rectangular spaces formed by the existing
dormitories and was approached almost axially by way of
an existing cross-walk that passes in front of the central
commons. Second, they used materials and details that re-
called those of existing structures—white painted wood sid-
ing, horizontal wood louvers that relate to the clapboard
patterns on the campus, vertical fins around the porch that
recall colonial pilasters, brick and stone walls and paving
that resemble similar details in neighboring struetures. And,
finally, the architects kept down the scale of the library so
as to make it conform to the scale of the dormitories. This
was done, partly, by sinking most of the bottom floor into
the ground and making the building seem only two stories
high, and partly by refining the details of wood trim and
siding to maintain interest when the building is seen at
close quarters. Bennington’s President William Fels said
of the new library: “This is a warm, pleasant building. It
doesn’t intrude. The campus has gathered around it.” This
was high praise indeed, but a leading library expert matched
it, saying flatly that “this is the best undergraduate library
of its size in the country.” The facilities that make it “the
best” are described on the next four pages.

PHOTOS: © EZRA STOLLER




CONTINUITY WITHOUT COMPROMISE

Entrance to library is at second
but main floor level, shown also
in plan (below). Control desk is
visible beyond the main door.
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ENTRANCE LEVEL o 10 20 30 TEET

Main floor contains the single,
controlled entrance to the library
proper. I'mmediately next to the
entrance 48 an elegant stair
leading to upper and lower levels.
On this floor are a reading room,
a reference library, and facilities
for periodicals, biographies, and
catalogue files. Beyond the con-
trol desk are the Ilibrarians’
offices, a catalogue room, and a
shipping room. The latter is
served by a [reight elevator
(see plan).

Assistant librarians’ office is
located behind the wooden sereen,
thus helps to control the main
entrance to the building. Many
interior finishes are natural wood
(some of it walnut) with occa-
sional bright color accents.

Typical study area on the main Soundproofed booths are wused
floor i an alcove created by throughout the library to give a
shelving. The ecapacity of the high degree of privacy without
library is 75,000 volumes, dis- taking up too much space. To
tributed over three floors. Here, drown out distracting noises in
as elsewhere in the building, the study areas, the acoustical con-
luminous ceiling hung above the sultants let the air-conditioning
reading areas is of a corrugated system emit a low hum. The
plastic with good sound-absorbing resulting backdrep of sound helps
qualities. students to comcenirate.







CONTINUITY

Sunken court at fhe south end
of the building i3 an extension
of the bottom library floor. This
floor has shelves for more than
30,000 volumes, also contains a
general storage area, mechanical
equipment room, and toilets.
Sliding glass doors (photo left)
open the library to the court,
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ARCHITECTS: Pietro Belluschi and
Carl Kock & Associates; Frederie
L. Day Jr., associate in charge;
Warren Peterson, assistant in
charge of projeet. LIBRARY CON-
SULTANT: Keyes D. Metealf.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS: Sasaki,
Walker & Associates. STRUC-
TURAL ENGINEEES: Nisso T.
Aladjem and Edward E. True.
MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL ENGI-
NpERS: Fred S, Dubin Associates.
ACOUBTICAL ENGINEERS: Bolt,
Beranek & Newman. GENERAL
CONTRACTOR: Gordon & Sutton.

F:ARDE’N COURT

BOTTOM EIL »30}3‘"

—

South-north section through the
library shows how the architects
took advantage of contours by
sinking most of the bottom floor
into the ground, thus lowering
the silhouette of the building.

