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Inland Steel
Wall Panels with

New Inland
Duofinish

in 30 weather-tested
colors

A two-coat finish that
provides four-way
protection from the
elements

The beauty of Inland Duofinish
is much more than skin deep.
It starts with a coat of galvan-
izing on the bare steel sheet.
Over this is an extra, protective
film of zinc chromate. Then,
there's the undercoat of oven-
cured, moisture-resistant epoxy
enamel. Finally, there's the
handsome exposed coat of oven-
cured alkyd-melamine enamel.
All work together to protect your
exteriors from the elements four
ways. B The 30 Inland Duo-
finish colors (others, on special
order) are pre-tested for wea-
therability, color fastness, and
chalk resistance. Samples of
Inland Duofinish colors are
shown in catalog 240a, not in
Sweet's as yet. Write for it.

Engineered Products Division

inland Steel Products Company
Deapt. E, 4031 West Burnham Street
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin
ALDANY, ATLANTA. BALTIMORE. BOSTON, BUFFALOD,
CHICAGO, CINCINNATI, CLEVELAND, COLUMBUS,
DALLAS, DENVER, DETROIT, FREMONT, CALIF,,
HOUSTON, INDIANAPOLIS, KANSAS CITY, MO,, LOS
ANGELES, NEW ORLEANS, NEW YORK, OMAHA,
PHILADELPHIA, PITTEBURGH, SALT LAKE CITY, SAN
FRANCISCO, SEATTLE, ST. LOUIS, ST. PAUL, TULSA
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

As a service to readers—and to
advertisers—Forum is launching
something new this month. The
last four pages of the magazine
constitute what is perhaps a uni-
que invention in publishing—a
combination of manufacturers’
product announcements and pre-
paid postcards. A reader interested
in receiving more details about
any product mentioned need only
tear out the corresponding per-
forated postcard, fill in his name
and address, and drop it in the
mail. The card is addressed to the
manufacturer, who should receive
it within a few days and promptly
dispatch the requested informa-
tion.

This service is unlike that of-
fered by other magazines. They
usually provide the reader with a
single coupon on which he must
check off his interests in many
products, and the coupon then
goes to the publisher for process-
ing. This is a time-consuming pro-
cess, usually handled by an out-
side agency, and the inquiry often
does not get from the reader to
the manufacturer for several
weeks.

The Forum service, on the other
hand, is direct between reader
and manufacturer and should take
no more than two or three days, if
the postal people do their part.
Another big difference is that
Forum’s advertisers pay for this
service and should therefore be
keenly interested in receiving and
servicing inquiries.

* * *

Speaking of reader services,
once each year Forum’s editors
compile an index of all the major
articles which have appeared in
the magazine during the preceding
12 months. The index for the
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period January-December 1962
recently came off the press, and
while this index is intended mainly
for the use of the 800 libraries,
professional clubs, and industry
associations which subscribe to
ForumM, any reader may have a
copy by asking for it.

* * *

Among Forum’s other reader
services is the availability of vari-
ous kinds of lists which are main-
tained by the editors—lists of
architectural photographers, lists
of architects (compiled geogra-
phically, alphabetically, and by
scope of practice), and lists of
books on various building subjects.
Several thousand copies of these
lists were sent on request to read-
ers last year.

Readers are also welcome to
the market research material pre-
pared by Forum mainly for the
manufacturers of building prod-
ucts. For example, many architec-
tural schools have written in for
copies of the chart titled “The
Building Construction Market—
How It’s Concentrated and Cov-
ered.”

The editorial content of the
magazine is, of course, Forums
main line of reader service, but
not everything the editors know
is published in the magazine. If
you want more, let them know.
And, if you would like to see
more (or less) of certain subjects
covered in Forum’s editorial con-
tent, there is an easy way to make
your wishes known. The editors
have reserved for this purpose one
of the prepaid post cards on page
220. They invite you to use it.

—]J.C. H. JR.
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Aracon Laboratories, a division of Allied Research Associates Inc., Concord, Mass. Owner: Robert and

Norman Leventhal. Architect: Samuel Glaser Associates, Boston. Interior Designer: Hans Krieks Associates,
Inc., Boston, Mechanical Engineer: Stressenger & Adams, Newton Highlands. General Contractor: Beacon
Construction Co., Boston. Ceiling Systems Contractor: Armstrong Contracting & Supply Corp., Dorchester, Mass.

Designed into this building from the start,
the Armstrong Ventilating Ceiling System
precisely meets the air-conditioning needs of
individual areas—yet it cut ductwork,

saved time and money,

and made room layout flexible.

When this single-story building was still on
the drawing board, the designers specified
the Armstrong Ventilating Ceiling System.
(In this system, air is supplied through
a sealed plenum and distributed uniformly
by the entire ceiling.) It provided several ad-
vantages. Zonebarriers permitted perimeter
areas to get separate heating or cooling
treatment compared with interior areas.
Yet most supply ductwork and all diffusers
were eliminated. Saving: 34¢ a square foot.

Building height was reduced, too. With
much less ductwork to contain, the plenum
was made much shallower, so the entire
single-story building is at least 12" lower.
Saving: at least 10¢ a square foot.

During construction, ceiling installation
went ahead even though the client had to
change office-partition plans right up to the
last minute. Partitions can run anywhere

RENDERING BY HELMUT JACOBY.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LAWRENCE 8. WILLIAMS,

under the uncluttered Armstrong Ventilat-
ing Ceilings, so the room layout is highly
flexible. Saving : about four weeks’ building
time. And, with the entire ceiling distribut-
ing air, the whole space below it gets even,
thorough, comfortable treatment.

By exploiting the Armstrong Ventilating
Ceiling System from the start, the archi-
tects, engineers and contractors gained
advantages in design, performance and
economy. To investigate thissystem further,
contact your Armstrong Ceiling Systems
Contractor or Armstrong
District Office. Now avail-
able: an illustrated portfo-
lio, describing the system,
with examples, data and
specifications. Write to
Armstrong, 4205 Rooney
Street, Lancaster, Penna.

(Armstrong

CEILING
SYSTEMS
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WELTON BECKET & ASSOCIATES
archilecls-engineers

GOLEMON & ROLFE

GEORGE PIERCE and ABLE B. PIERCE
associate architecls

W. S. BELLOWS CONSTRUCTION CORP.
general contractors

SAM P. WALLACE CONSTRUCTION CO.
mechanical contractors

BARBER INC.

plumbing contractors

AMSTAN SUPPLY DIVISION

plumbing wholesalers

AMERICAN STANDARD

Sfixture manufacturer

SLOAN VALVE COMPANY«4300 WEST LAKE STREET. CHICAGO 24, ILLINOIS

)
The Humble Building—
home office of America’s
leading energy company
and a recent addition

to the booming city

of Houston, Texas

@

The Sloan Flush Valves

in this outstanding building
are likely to require

so little maintenance as to
be insignificant —

as little as 1'2¢ per valve
per year

@

For highest performance
at lowest operating costs,
be sure you

specify and insist upon
Sloan Flush Valves
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N.Y.C. vs. Seagram building (below)

First quarter comstruction shows gain (page 7)
Big change due for Boston (page 9)

Mass tramsit bill gets through Semate (page 11)

NEW YORK COURTS UPHOLD TAX ON QUALITY

The Manhattan office tower shown at right can be thought
of in two ways. As an expensive building on a prime site, 375
Park Avenue is a most obviously taxable piece of real prop-
erty. As an example of urban architecture, the Seagram
Building by Mies van der Rohe and Philip Johnson is generally
agreed to be the best thing that has happened to the city in
decades. Some weeks ago, the second highest court in the
state of New York managed, in effect, to combine these views
—and decided that both the building and its quality were
subject to city real estate taxes.

By upholding a new tax category for prestige buildings
“specially built to suit the tenant,” this startling decision
promises to do more than penalize good architecture. It also
provides a virtually unprecedented basis for assessing this type
of commercial office structure: namely, construction (or re-
production) cost. Thus future as well as past buildings of
quality could be penalized, and mediocrity almost certainly
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encouraged. How did this happen?

To assess gquality buildings, find the prestige value

Some time ago, Joseph E. Sea-
gram & Sons, Inc. discovered that
the Tax Commission of the city
of New York was treating 375
Park Avenue in an unusual way.
The land tax had increased by
315 per cent over a six-year
period while comparable land
taxes across the avenue had gone
up only 5 per cent.

Similarly, the building was as-
sessed at an unusually high figure
for a building in the area*. In-
stead of determining its worth as
an investment by capitalizing its
net rental income, it turned out
the Tax Commission had based
its appraisal on reproduction cost.
This, Seagram noted, meant that
the time-tested methods of fixing
a building’s market value were
being disregarded.

Market value is generally found

*This can be seen by comparing the
building's tax assessment per square
foot of rentable floor space with that of
two other Park Avenue buildings. Sea-
gram pays §38.08; the prestigious Lever
House pays $25.58; and the Uris-built
Colgate-Palmolive headquarters pays
$17.74. On a prime location on 42nd
Street in the heart of Manhattan, the
Socony-Mobil building pays $22.09.

Architectural Forum / May 1963

by capitalizing the net rental in-
come (usually at 6 per cent),
depreciation (usually at 2 per
cent), and land (usually around
5 per cent). Using this method,
Seagram contends that its build-
ing is worth some $15 million,
and the land some $2 million.
The Tax Commission feels that
reconstruction cost reflects a truer
value, and based its entire case on
this point. According to the
city, the property is worth $26
million ($21 million for the build-
ing, $5 million for the land).
The difference between these two
appraisals costs Seagram approxi-
mately $383,000 per annum in
extra taxes.

Seagram took the case to court,
where the Tax Commission was
confirmed in its assessment. Sea-
gram then appealed to the Ap-
pellate Division, but
animously turned down by the
five judges sitting. Apparently
neither court could get over the
fact that a responsible company
would spend $36 million on an

was un-

LR T 1 1]

edifice (which Seagram actually
paid, plus $5 million for land),
and then ask that it be assessed
at a maximum of $15 million,
using market value. The judges
therefore decided that the build-
ing must do more for its owners,
in an economic sense, than con-
ventional structures, and thus
must be treated differently.
Some questions immediately
arose. If traditional market value
is inapplicable, how can the prop-
erty be appraised? Wrote Justice
Breitel of the Appellate Division:
“Given a profit-minded owner
with available experience and re-
sources, and a competent builder,
the cost of construction is likely
to represent the value of the new-
ly finished product. Consequently,

in the absence of creditable quali-

WAANY TRRRRY NS

fying explanation, for a mnew
building the cost of construction
is prima facie, the true value.”
Justice Breitel explained the
discrepancy between construction
cost and capitalized rental income
(market wvalue) by
economic functions of the build-
ing:
value, as well as choice and con-
trol of office space. “The prestige
value,” said Breitel, “has a rental
value not based on commercially

the extra

prestige and advertising

rented space, but on the building’s
value in promoting the economic
interests of an owner. Thus, the
owner . . . is investing in a real
estate project that will contribute
to the production of income in its
principal enterprise.”” The worth
of such property, he added, could
be related to “owner occupancy

continued on page 7
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Announcing the

DESIGN IN STEEL
‘ AWARDS

Selected from 540 outstanding entries

For imaginative design of a product or structure using

4 GALVANIZED STEEL SHEET
James J. Nargis and Edwin S. Darden Architects, Fresno,.California

+ CONCRETE REINFORCING BARS
Spencer & Lee Architects, San Francisco, California

WELDED WIRE FABRIC REINFORCEMENT
Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum, Inc. Architects, St. Louis, Missouri

STEEL PLATE
Harry R. Powell —Bjarn A. Stiansen Consulting Engineers, Seattle, Washington

International Engineering Company, Inc. San Francisco, California

+ DRAWN WIRE

P. W. Freitag, Jr. and L. S. Kraft Designers,
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio

STEEL BARS
Hugh Acton Designer-Manufacturer, Birmingham, Michigan

4 STEEL SHEET OR STRIP
Henry Dreyfuss industrial Designer, New York, New York
Walter Furlani and J. W. Stringer Designers, IBM General Products Division

Endicott, New York and San Jose, California

STRUCTURAL STEEL
Smith and Williams Architects-Engineers, South Pasadena, California

AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL INSTITUTE

160 East 42nd Street = New York 17, New York
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of principal or prestige offices
with choice space, the continued
power to control its choice of
space, and, most often, identifica-
tion by name of the building with
that of the owner.” Wisely, Breitel
noted the difficulty of attributing
the extra value to the real estate
rather than to business good will.
Despite this, and other difficulties
of taxing intangibles, the court
finally reasoned that the city’s
new method of “reproduction cost,
less appropriate adjustments”
(e.g. depreciation, vacancy factor,
and tenant changes), would fix a

just appraisal for the building.
Where the line between “spe-
cially built” edifices, and specu-
latively built office structures bear-
ing tenant names, will be drawn
by revenue-pinched New York
City, no one can accurately pre-
dict. Seagram hopes to take its
case to the New York State Court
of Appeals. Meanwhile, the gen-
eral urban public—no less than
architects, accountants, and real-
tors—were left wondering whether
real estate taxation had not sud-
denly entered the realm of archi-
tectural criticism (see Editorial).

R iy

GAY GERMAN PAVILION WINS 1963 REYNOLDS ALUMINUM AWARD

The $25,000 R. 8. Reynolds Mem-
orial award is given annually for
“distinguished architecture with
a significant use of aluminum.”
This year’s winmer fulfills both
requirements admirably—with an
accent on the latter: as the pa-
vilion of West Germany's Alumi-
num-Zentrale at the Hannover
Fair, it not only shows off alumi-
num as a structural material, but
also houses an exzhibition of other
uses of the metal.

Designed by Munich Architect

and Editor Hans Maurer (with
Ernst Denk, associate), the iri-
angular pavilion 18 suspended over
a fairgrounds lake by steel cables
leading from a 65-foot aluminum
mast. Its roof i a space frame of
aluminum tetrahedrons intercon-
nected by aluminum tension mem-
bers.

The jury which chose this neatly
flamboyant building: Architects
Eugene J. Mackay, John Lyon
Reid, Maxr Abramovitz, John B.
Parkin, and R. Max Brooks.

WYOMING, GEORGIA REAPPORTION VOTES

Widely hailed as a method of
giving city-dwellers an equal vote
in state legislatures, reapportion-
ment action has been taken in
some 15 states. The latest: Wyo-
ming and Georgia. Unlike most
states, however, Wyoming’s redis-
tricting favors rural areas even
more than before: from a total of
27 state senators, it subtracts two
—both from urban areas.

Architectural Forum / May 1963

Georgia, in late March, had to
give up its “county unit” system
whereby the candidate who wins
a majority in a county also wins
all the county’s unit votes. One
result: U.S. Senators
Talmadge and Richard Russell,
with an eye on transit-hungry
Atlanta’s many votes, backed the
President’s mass transit bill in the
Senate vote (see page 11).

Herman

NEW CONSTRUCTION EXPENDITURES, FIRST QUARTER 1963 AND 1962

(millions of dollars) %
1963 1962 Change
Private Public Total Total in Tetals

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

Industrial $704 $98 $802 $768 4.4
Office and warehouse 652 e 652 554 17.7
Store, restaurant, and garage 461 461 505 —8.7
Religious 226 iaane 226 229 —1.3
Educational 145 668 813 819 —0.7
Hospital and institutional 232 93 325 294 10.5
Social and recreational 145 38 183 192 —4.7
Public administrative and
service AL 128 128 143 —10.5
Apartments 894 95 989 869 13.8
Hotel, motel, and dormitory 374 84 458 425 7.8
All other building 177 266 443 425 4.2
TOTAL $4,010 $1,470 $5,480 $5,223 4.9
HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 3,790 24 3,814 3,686 3.5
OTHER CONSTRUCTION 1,411 1,957 3,368 3,077 9.5
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION $9,211 $3,451 $12,662$11,986 5.6

SOURCE: DUREAU OF THE CENSUS AND MILES L. COLEAN E&TIMATES DASED ON CENSUS DATA.

FIRST QUARTER CONSTRUCTION UP AGAIN

Total U.S. construction volume,
despite decreases in several indi-
vidual categories, rose 5.6 per cent
in the first quarter of 1963 over
the comparable period last year.
There are, however, changes in
the composition of the increase.
In 1962, apartments led the up-
swing. Now, that particular boom
has abated in terms of spectacular
year-to-year growth. Apartment
building, nevertheless, went up
significantly this year over last.
The most startling rise of the
past quarter, however, was re-
corded in office construction—up
17.7 per cent over 1962. Dollar
volume is the highest reported in
the 1960s for the first quarter (see
“Office Boom,” pages 114-119).
More new hotels are also being
built, despite a vacancy rate that
steadily inches up in most major
cities. Industrial building is in-
creasing, too, though the total
dollar volume of construction is
still below that of two years ago.
In this category, the outlook is
considered good (Forum, Dec.
'62); corporations plan a capital
expansion program of about 5 per
cent above last year’s level, ac-
cording to reports released in
March by the Securities & Ex-
change Commission and the De-
partment of Commerce.

Plenty of mortgage money

A key factor in the continuing
good health of the building boom
is a solid supply of mortgage
money. At present, there is such a
high rate of mortgage lending that

the competition among investors
for loans has become fierce—and
perhaps dangerous. Warns Econo-
mist Leo Grebler: “There is a
real question whether such a large
volume of lending activity can
continue without increasing deteri-
oration of the quality of mortgage
credit, more severe and costly
loan servicing problems, and still
higher rates of defaults and fore-
closures.”

The price index for all construc-
tion materials remains about con-
stant (0.1 per cent below last year’s
figure). Labor costs, however, off-
set the decreases as they rose by a
similarly small figure (approxi-
mately 0.7 per cent). Spring and
summer negotiations are still
ahead, and one source feels that
new contracts will cause labor
wages to move up by as much as
4.8 per cent above current levels.
The E. H. Boeckh indexes for all
types of building show that New
York remains the most expensive
place to build in the nation, with
Detroit, St. Louis, San Francisco,
and Cleveland also high.

A recent Forum survey of build-
ing permits issued in 1962 indicates
which cities will probably do the
most building in 1963: Los
Angeles, New York, and Houston
lead the nation, followed by Chi-
cago, Dallas, Honolulu, and Phila-
delphia. Three California cities—
San Francisco, San Diego, and
San Jose—round out the top ten.
Washington, D. C., which ranked
among the leaders for the past few
years, slipped to sixteenth place.

continued on page 9
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Steel for Strength

STRUCTURAL DESIGN NEWS

FROM BETHLEHEM STEEL

BOOM IN STEEL FRAMING FOR MEDIUM- AND
HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS . . . It began with
the introduction of ASTM A36, which
slashed the cost of steel construction.
Other new, money-saving steel products,
plus the revised AISC design specifica-
tions, plastic design, and composite
design . . all these things have con-

vinced architects to take a second look
at the economy of steel construction.

Brickell Town House, Miami

THE DESIGNERS OF BRICKELL TOWN HOUSE,
2l-story Miami apartment, report they
chose steel framing for economy. Its
all-welded A36 frame, designed to with-
stand hurricane-force winds, is 50 per
cent lighter than concrete . . saved
an estimated 600 foundation piles.

ARCHITECTS FOR THE CRYSTAL HOUSE,
Arlington, Va., report '"substantial"
savings with steel. They used Bethle-
hem's V50 (50,000 psi-yield) steel for
columns through the sixth floor of the
12-story buildings, to keep column di-
mensions uniform. Balance is A36 steel.

DENVER ARCHITECTURAL FIRM, which for-
merly designed apartments exclusively
in concrete, has
now designed
their last eight
with steel——for
economy. A typ—
ical case is
the eight-story
Saturn Towers
Apartments in
Col orado
Springs. It was
estimated at $2.35 psf in concrete flat
slab...it cost only $1.94 psf using A36
steel and Bethlehem's Slabform steel
centering over open-web steel joists.

600 BROADWAY OFFICE BUILDING, Corpus
Christi, Texas, went steel for economy.
A36 welded steel frame, 15 office floors
over a six-story garage. Steel saved
three months, slashed foundation costs,
added usable floor area.

SAVE TIME BY LETTING THE STEEL FABRICA-
TION CONTRACT FIRST. Then the shop-
work can speed ahead while foundation
work proceeds. Learn the money-saving
opportunities in the new AISC "specs",
composite design, and plastic design—
all approved by building codes of most
cities.

NEW STEELS, NEW DESIGN CRITERIA . . .
make steel framing more economical than
ever before. Call in a Bethlehem Sales
Engineer when you're in the early design
stages. He's a competent professional.
He can point the way to savings of time
and money. Interested? Get in touch
with the Bethlehem 0ffice nearest you.

(Names of the architectural and engineering firms responsible for

the projects named above will gladly be furnished on request.)

BETHLEHEM STEEL COMPANY, BETHLEHEM, PA. Export Sales: BETHLEHEM STEEL EXPORT CORPORATION
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BOSTON DISPLAYS ITS GOVERNMENT CENTER

On April 2, a crowd of notables
gathered in Faneuil Hall to get
the first glimpse of how Bostons
$185 million Government Center
redevelopment area would look
when completed (model photo
above).

Unveiled as part of the scheme
was a $20 million, 35-story pri-
vate office building designed by
New York Architect Edward L.
Barnes for Cabot, Cabot &
Forbes (1). Also shown for the
first time in final form was the
State Services Center (2). This
$34 million structure comprises
the Employment Security Build-
ing (by Shepley, Bullfinch, Rich-
the Health,
Welfare and Education Building
(M. A. Dyer and Pedersen & Til-
ney), and the Mental Health
Center (Desmond & Lord and
Paul Rudolph).

The other buildings (pre-
viewed earlier) include: the com-
petition-winning City Hall (3) by
Kallmann, McKinnell & Knowles;
the siamese twin-towered Federal
Building and annex (4), designed
by The Architects Collaborative
and Samuel Glaser Associates;
the curved private office structure
by Welton Becket Associates (5);
and the private office tower (6)
by Emery Roth & Sons.

On the same day as the Gov-
ernment Center model was dis-
played, the Boston Traveler pub-
lished a lengthy blast aimed at
the Boston Redevelopment Ad-
ministration’s $300 million

ardson & Abbott),

re-
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newal program. Indirectly, the
chief target was redevelopment-
minded Mayor John F. Collins,
who is up for re-election this fall.
Directly criticized were such as-
pects of renewal as relocation and
financing problems. The ability of
Boston to absorb the new office
the Government
Center was also questioned.
Gentle praise, however, was
more usual. The BRA, and others,
noted that construction of the City
Hall, State Service Center, and
Federal Office Building will start
this summer; what used to be de-
crepit Scollay Square land has al-
ready been cleared under the na-
tion’s first early land application;
and the Boston rapid transit sys-
tem is extending to the terraced

space around

central plaza.

Planned, but not yet designed,
are a 2,000-car parking garage
(7), and a motel-office building
(8). The overall plan was exe-
cuted by I. M. Pei, and somewhat
modified by the staff of Boston
Redevelopment Administrator Ed-
mund J. Logue.

About two weeks after the
Government Center model went
on display, the project was the
subject of public hearings. Despite
the Traveler's sharp attack, few
objections were voiced. Support,
however, came from such sources
as a building trades-union spokes-
man, who rapped “critics who
have no faith in the future of
Boston,” and the local Chamber
of Commerce.

THE REAL ESTATE SYNDICATORS RETRENCH

Over the past months, publicly
held real estate syndication com-
panies have been in trouble of
one sort of another. Louis J.
Glickman, acknowledged king of
the syndicators in the 1950s, was
found to have amassed, through
his syndicating operations, per-
sonal debts in excess of $13 mil-
lion. Sure Plan, Inc., headed by
the now-indicted Albert Mintzer,
became involved in a morass of
legal action. Such leading cor-
porations as Futterman, Tenney,
and Walter J. Schneider have an-
nounced drastic cuts in dividend
payments. Then the office of the
Attornev General of New York
State published a significant fact:
one of every three 1962 New
York syndication offerings has
been withdrawn, for a variety of
reasons—including the Attorney
General’s request for additional
disclosures, and warnings, to in-
vestors. The Securities & Ex-
change Commission has rapped
some syndicators for their specu-
lative ventures where “the in-
vestors’ risks are substantially in-
creased.” And most recently, both
the Schneider and Glickman firms
announced plans to change their
names (to Barrington Industries,
Inc. and the Franchard Corp).
Something was wrong. But
was it a weakness of real
an

es-
investment, or a
problem confined to syndication?
According to one Wall Street
analyst, most publicly held syn-

tate as

dicating companies “are not a
high quality investment. Their
payment of dividends—in fact,
their whole financial structure—
is not secure, as it often comes
from the sales of property.” Said
a mortgage expert: “Operating
income from real estate remains
at a high level. If some syndicat-
ing companies are in trouble, it
is because of their inability to
accept this level as sufficient.”
And a public opinion poll by
Chase Manhattan Bank in 45
cities across the nation revealed
that “real estate syndication com-
panies and their purchase of mar-
ginal properties give a false im-
pression of real estate values.”
All three opinions pointed to one
fact: syndication can contain the

seeds of its own downfall.

Its initial success was specta-
cular. But ever since 1960, safe
high-yielding properties became
increasingly hard to find, causing
syndicators to compete strongly—
and pay inflated prices—for such
properties, and to invest in more
speculative ventures.

While the going was good, real
estate syndication attracted stock
buyers with regular, high disburse-
ments and with the tax-free um-
brella offered by the accelerated
depreciation features of mnewly
purchased buildings. This use of

.o'
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Kratter Corp. apartments in N.Y.C.
a tax loophole has been frowned
on periodically by the Treasury
Department (News, May '62, and
Apr. '63). When the stock market
turned bearish last year, real es-
tate stocks tumbled further than
most others. Potential investors
turned elsewhere, cutting off ac-
customed sources of mew funds.
Yet dividends and other payments
had to be met, and properties
were often sold to fill these obli-
gations. The SEC, noting this in
1962, required that the syndicat-
ing companies publish quarterly
reports differentiating between
rental and sales income. In most
cases, the results did not enhance
the companies’ appeal.

The easing up in syndication
removes less money than might be
imagined from the building in-
dustry. Syndicators tended to
spin off existing properties—each
time at a profit—between them-
selves to start accelerated depreci-
ation schedules. The New York

continued on page 10
9

NEWS

L]




HARRIS & EWING

NEWS

Attorney General’s Real Estate
Syndication Section reports that
in 1962 “only about 10 per cent
of the offerings proposed new con-
struction, most of them coopera-
tive apartment buildings.” Much
of what has been constructed
ranges, in terms of architectural
quality, from fair (see photo, pre-
vious page) to poor.

Though the volume of new
syndication has certainly de-
creased in the recent past, it is
equally certain that syndication
is here to stay. Companies arc
retrenching. Some now pay divi-

dends in accordance with funds
derived from rents and fees.
Others, like Kratter Corp., look
to diversification into non-real
estate ventures. Another example
is provided by Walter J. Schneider
Corp., which recently acquired
two-thirds interest in a knitting
goods company it had lent money
to.

The last few months’ review of
syndication will probably result
in a morc regulated, less specu-
lative industry. As the Wall Street
analyst said, “This should have
happened from the beginning.”

U.S. CULTURAL ACTIVITY EXPANDS APACE

In Washington, D.C., the terms
of six of seven members of the
Commission of Fine Arts expire
this month. After 20 years on
the Commission, the last 10 as
chairman, David E. Finley sub-
mitted his resignation to President
Kennedy, who accepted it “with
great regret.” Speculation on new
appointees immediately began.
Said to be among the front-run-
ning candidates are Artist William
Walton, Architects John War-
necke and George Holmes Per-
kins. Along with Landscape Ar-

Finley

chitect Hideo Sasaki, whom the
President named last August, the
new appointees are expected to
bring a fresher outlook than their
predecessors to the federal and
District artistic problems they
must review.

In an equally important de-
velopment last month it became
known that the President plans
to create, by executive order, a
Federal Advisory Council on the
Arts.

The new Council was proposed
in a bill introduced last year by
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Heckscher

Representatives John V. Lindsay
(R, N.Y.) and Frank Thompson
(D, N.J.) (News, Nov. ’62).
But, as is the case with most such
measures, this one never got out
of the House Rules Committee.
The sponsors polled the 15 com-
mitteemen and found that “ap-
parently their constituents are not
interested in the arts,” and that
the bill had “five, at the most.
six votes.” So Lindsay
Thompson went to the President
to urge him to establish the Coun-
cil by executive order. To lead
the 12- to 20-man Council the
President picked August Heck-
scher, Special Consultant to the
White House on the Arts. Other
members have not been named,
but will be private citizens “widely
recognized for their knowledge
and experience in the arts.”
Exactly what the Council will
do, and what powers it will have,
to be determined. But
there are places to look for pre-
cedents: in 1960 the New York
Legislature established its
State Council on the Arts, which

and

remains

own

€. E. FREMO

MacFadyen

is now beginning to operate
smoothly. Directed by Manhattan
Architect John H. MacFadyen,
the 15-man Council supervises
cultural activities ranging from
subsidizing major performances

for small towns to making a
county-by-county survey of “ar-
chitecture worth saving.” Says

MacFadyen: “The only agency in
a democracy that can help foster
the arts is the government, which
ought to take this responsibility.
And so we have the Council,
which is simply trying to make it
possible for more people to have
more art if they want it—and
they do want it.”

The idea seems to be catching
on elsewhere. Rhode Island al-
ready has an arts council, and
California and Connecticut legis-
latures are considering bills to set
up agencies of their own.

continued from page 9
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Philharmonic Hall in Manhat-
tan's Lincoln Center has drawn
much criticism in music circles for
the way it sounds. Despite the
painstaking efforts of Architect
Max Abramovitz and Acoustical
Engineers Bolt Beranek & New-
man (Forum, Oct. '62), the
music has been dry and britde. To
remedy this situation, Abramovitz
called in four acoustical experts
to complement BB&N. Their sug-
gestions include: 1) raising and
filling in the spaces between the
“clouds” that hang from the ceil-
ing and deflect sound; 2) backing
up the stage with a solid mate-
rial so that it forms an acoustical
shell; 3) placing variously shaped
surfaces around the hall to
bounce sound into the audience.

The Senate last year, passed its
Wilderness Bill to ensure preserva-
tion of the federal government'’s
millions of acres of unspoiled land.
The House, however, killed the
bill in the last days of the past
legislative session. The same pat-
tern seems to be shaping up this
year. Last month, the Senate once
again passed its bill by a vote of
73-12 and sent it to the House,
where its passage is uncertain,
due to pressure from mining and
lumbering interests.

i

NERVI DESIGNS ELEGANT STEEL SKYWAYS FOR SAN FRANCISCO

In an ivmaginative bid to recapture
a market that is fast moving to
conerete, the Kaiser Steel Corp.
invited Italian Engineer Pier Luigi
Nervi a year ago to design several
elevated freeways for San Framcis-
co. Nervi accepted, noting that
multi-tiered highways are here to
stay and ean no longer be ignored
as elements in cily architecture.

il
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Nervi's fiwe handsome designs
were released im late March. In
the one pictured above, intended
for park areas, sculptured columns
created by hyperbolic paraboloids
lift the plant-bordered skyway 40
feet above the ground. The de-
signs are mow being oconsidered
for adoption by the California
State Division of Highways.




SENATE APPROVES MASS TRANSIT BILL

The President’s bill to aid mass
transit in cities with populations
of over 50,000 underwent some
interesting twists in the past few
weeks as it passed through the
Senate Rules, Banking, and Com-
merce Committees, the House
Banking Committees, and finally,
last month, the Senate. Introduced
with bipartisan support, the bill
was aimed to help with the stag-
gering problem of traffic conges-
tion. Its sponmsors, led by Sen.
Harrison Williams (D., N.J.),
realized that one of the factors
contributing to the “rush hour
crisis” was the federal highway
building program, which brings
more cars, faster, into town. The
federal government, the sponsors
reasoned, should therefore help
untie the snarls,

As originally proposed, the
modest measure would have pro-
vided $500 million in federal as-
sistance to transit systems over a
three-year period (News, May
'62). But, perbaps because this
was the President’s first important
bill of 1963, almost everybody
who could make
tions has.

Rural legislators opposed the
idea of subsidizing cities. Re-
torted Sen. Williams: maybe the
big urban states which pay the
most taxes “should sharpen our
pencils” and take another look at
strictly rural projects. Transit
unions and the AFL-CIO wanted

recommenda-

safeguards to protect members’
jobs. Secretary of Labor Willard
Wirtz wrote in such a clause—
which was immediately attacked
as not strong enough. Conservative
Senators, headed by Barry Gold-
water (R., Ariz.) and John Tower
(R., Tex.), then held that Wirtz’
clauses would promote “feather-
bedding” and similar practices.

One by one, the objections were
overcome. The $500 million in
direct subsidies was supplemented
by another $500 million in federal
guarantees on loans—then $125
million was chopped off both pro-
grams. As it stands now, the bill
goes to the House Rules Commit-
tee in this if operating
revenue can pay for a transit sys-
tem’s expansion, the federal gov-
ernment will not get involved.
If enough funds can be raised with
the federal guarantee on loans,
then the municipality can issue
guaranteed (but not tax-exempt)
bonds. And if this measure does
not attract enough investors, the
project can become eligible for
two-thirds federal participation in
the share that fare revenues does
not cover.

Outlook for the President’s bill
m the House is considered good.
Last month the House, despite
strong Republican opposition,
passed Mr. Kennedy’s equally
controversial $450 million public
works appropriation to stimulate
the economy in depressed areas.

form:

NEEDED: TRADING STAMPS FOR A CHAPEL

Neat, attractive prison chapels
may not be the rarity they once
were, but none have been so un-
usually financed as St. Jude’s With-
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in the Walls (model photo above).
To be built at the Eastern Correc-
tion Institution in Naponoch,
N.Y., the $150,000, 400-seat Cath-

olic chapel is funded mainly by
gifts of trading stamps. So far,
approximately one-third of the
goal of 100,000 books (represent-
ing food-store sales of around $12
million) have been collected from
families and friends of the in-
mates. Trading stamp companies
have agreed to redeem the stamps
for cash.

The hexagonal shape and banked
pews of the chapel, designed with-
out fee by Architects Bentel & Ben-

tel of Locust Valley, N. Y., will
bring Mass-goers close to the altar.
The feeling of focus will be fur-
thered by diffused daylight pour-
ing through the top of the lantern
onto the altar. At night, the light-
ed cross will be visible from afar
as well as from the cells. If the
trading stamps continue to come
in as expected, construction of St.
Jude’s (named after the patron
saint of desperate cases) will start
this summer.

THIN SHELL CONCRETE PLANETARIUM DAZILES ST. LOUIS, MO.

Monument-like, a bold and graceful
new structure rises over Forest
Park in 8t. Louwis. Designed by
Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum,
the $1.2 million mumicipal Plane-
tarium, financed mainly with pub-
lic funds, was opened last month,
delighting overflow crowds. Its in-
terior is as exeiting as its thin
shell concrete hyperboloid form:

exhibition spaces flank a domed
auditorium in which the wusual
sidereal displays are projected. A
ramp spirals to a parapeted roof-
top observation deck where astron-
omers can stargaze shielded from
city lights. Below grade are office,
classroom, and equipment areas.
Dedication eceremonies are scheduled
for early June.

WIDE RENEWAL SOUGHT FOR NEWARK, N.J.

A federal demonstration grant
allowed city planners to study
Newark, N.]J., recently, and to
describe the city’s renewal needs
over the next ten years. In pre-
senting their comprehensive re-
port, the authors (the Central
Planning Board of Newark, N.J.,
with the Newark Commission for
Neighborhood Conservation and
Rehabilitation) do not stress the
potential increments for municipal
tax revenues, but rather point
the way to long-term benefits both
to the city and the area.

The extensive program pro-
posed would cost an estimated
$232 million, of which the city
would pay one-third. But for the
money, say the planners, Newark

could become an attractive, up-
to-date city with each neighbor-
hood functioning economically.
While recognizing the 11 re-
newal projects currently in vari-
ous stages of planning or execu-
tion around Newark’s rapidly de-
caying central core, the authors
delineated five additional rehabili-
tation and conservation areas. On
a city-wide basis, they found that
only 16 per cent of the cxisting
residential blocks and 30 per cent
of the industrial blocks should be
conserved. They also recom-
mended that 31 per cent of the
residential area and 54 per cent
of the industrial area be exten-
sively renovated. The rest would
have to be razed and rebuilt.

continued on page 13
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Complete responsibility is born of justifiable pride
in a product that is truly superior. It comes from
thorough knowledge of that product, and warranted
confidence that it will perform its assigned functions.

Ultimately, this confidence leads to a new degree
of service . . . a service offering assurance of quality
not only in the product, but in the complete instal-
lation as well. Mesker offers such a service...in
the design, fabrication and erection of curtain wall
and window systems for all architectural applications.

Carefully designed for greater freedom of ex-
pression, these systems feature aluminum or steel
panels insulated with the exclusive Mutane® ure-
thane foam core. Guaranteed for the life of the
building, this unique core has a K factor of 0.13 /in.
and permits unmatched levels of panel flatness,
moisture resistance, and protection from internal
corrosion. Windows, mullions, ventilators, glass and
glazing . . . all are included in a low-cost curtain
wall system as part of the complete, responsible
service offered by Mesker.

For complete details on Mesker Curtain Wall
Systems, write . . .

Mesker

SINCE 1879

CURTAIN WALL BIVISICON
6002 N. Lindbergh, Hazelwood. Mo,
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QUOTE . . . UNQUOTE
“DYMAXION 1963 CITATION

Mepkin—

Conger Goodyear—
Museum of Modern Art
Edward Durell Stone
Off to a flying start

* * *
Martinis,
Scotch and sodas
Palava, war-vexed years
Edward Durell Stone

Locked in his lower gears
* * %

Panama Canal Zone
Brussels,

Beirut Hotel
Edward Durell Stone
Doing very well.

* * *
Rood-screened fenestration
New Delhi’s
Sculptured lace
Edward Durell Stone

Setting new era pace
* %

Dignity

For common man

In Raleigh’s white-green grace
Edward Durell Stone

In world architects’ first place.”
—Communication received, with-
out further explanation, from R.
Buckminster Fuller.

“We have a clear choice here.
Either the state government will
come to the assistance of cities in
such challenges as mass trans-
portation, urban renewal, housing,
and the rejuvenation of commun-
ity life, or the federal government
will do it."—Pennsylvania’s Gouv-
ernor William W. Scranton.

“While some of us are talking so
bravely about enlarging our sphere
of design and responsibility, golf-
course architects and cemetery de-
signers are well-paid professionals
providing a much-needed public
service. They have succeeded by
becoming Minitects rather than
Omnitects.”"—Sidney N. Shurcliff,
President, International Federa-
tion of Landscape Architects.

“It is the rush-hour situation which
is at the very heart of the urban
transportation problem. Without
it there would probably be no
problem.”—Atlanta Transit Sys-
tem Pres. Robert L. Sommeruville.
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Outdoor advertising on El Camino Real in Palo Alto, Calif.

THREE STATES FIGHT BILLBOARD BLIGHT

Probably the most urgent argu-
ment against the existence of bill-
boards along highways is that
they distract the driver’s attention.
A car traveling on a freeway at
70 m.p.h. moves 103 feet per
second—or 206 “blind” while the
driver spends an average 2 sec-
onds to read the signboard. A
recent New York State Thruway
study shows that the relative num-
ber of “driver inattention” acci-
dents per mile is three times
higher on billboarded
than on sections where no out-
door advertising exists.

In Missouri, this
point did not seem to impress
the state’s House of Representa-
tives, where in March a bill was
introduced to regulate billboards
by placing them no closer than
660 feet to interstate highways.
Proponents cited safety, and the
advantages of preserving natural
scenery for the state’s burgeoning
tourist industry, and pointed out
that the federal government offers
states a bonus for enacting a law
(before July 1) to control road-
side advertisements along inter-
state highways. (Uncle Sam pays
0.5 per cent of the cost of obtain-
ing interstate rights-of-way and
another 0.5 per cent of the costs
of highway construction. In Mis-
souri’s case, this could amount to

sections

however,

a $3.5 million saving.)

The state’s small but powerful
billboard lobby, however, retorted
that adoption of the proposed bill

would hurt farmers by removing

a source of income, ruin busi-
nesses, create unemployment, and
would be impossible to enforce
anyway. Result: the House Roads
and Highways Committee turned
down the bill by a vote of 33-9.

In New York, the Thruway
Authority itself fared somewhat
better. A bill to ease restrictions
on billboards and lighted signs in
commercial and industrial areas
along the 559-mile superhighway
was passed by the state’s Assembly
but bogged down in Senate com-
mittee. There is no indication that
the Senators were persuaded one
way or the other by the Thruway
Authority’s study, or by cries
from “anti-uglies”—the bill was
never reported out of committee.

In California, meanwhile, the
toughest anti-billboard
measures were introduced in both
the legislature
month. Included are provisions
to restrict advertisements within
800 feet of any state highway, ex-
cept within incorporated cities,
and to regulate billboards along
all freeways. The duplicate bills
also give sign companies a five-
year period of grace to clear their
27,000 boards from the roadsides.

&

an

nation’s

houses of last

The companies answer that
outdoor advertisement is a busi-
ness use of property; when land
then
outdoor advertising, too, should
be permitted.” Outlook for pas-
sage of the bill, however, is con-
sidered good, as the strength of
the billboard lobby is waning.

is zoned for business use,

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

What price esthetics? Since
the beginning, Philadelphia has
had to go to New York to finance
its Penn Center—with the result
that the original plan has been all
but scrapped. The latest develop-
ment is No. 4 Penn Center, a 20-
story, $15 million office building
which will be 11 feet wider than
No. 2, causing, say critics, a “can-
yon effect.” Philadelphia Art Com-
missioners regretfully approved the
design, by New York Architects
Emery Roth & Sons, noting sadly
that slimming would lead to con-
siderable delay and expense on the
part of the New York developers.

Rehabilitation study. The Uni-
versity of Rochester, N.Y., recently
completed a study
aimed at educating the public on
architectural barriers for the physi-
cally handicapped. Usual problems
such as width of doorways and
grade of walks were noted, but the
survey also uncovered an unex-
pected new barrier: the public’s
fear of, and hostility towards, the
handicapped, which prevent their
free access to community life.

six-month

FIRE GUTS NEUTRA'S HOUSE

Architect Richard Neutra’s office-
home (above) overlooking Silver
Lake, Los Angeles, burned ecarly
last month. Built 30 years ago, it
became famous among architectu-
ral historians of the modern move-
ment as a pioneer attempt to con-
trol environment. Neutra's manu-
seripts and sketches, which he had
bequeathed to the University of
California, also were destroyed in
the fire. “It was,” said Neutra
sadly, “a terrible disaster.”

continued on page 16
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The Gold Bond difference: Fireproof construction
for only $11.02 per square foot
at Rochester School #35




Architects: Arthur J. Stickney & Associates. In charge of design, and supervisor:
D. Kohistaedt, General Contractors Roman Luke Co. All of Rochester, New York.

Gold Bond Holostud System saved this school $38,000 just
in exterior masonry backup. And steel Holostud, finished
with Gold Bond metal lath and plaster, continved to save
money on all interior partitions. Holostud partitions go up
fast. You'll have a partition that earns a 2-hour fire rating
plus excellent resistance to sound transmission. Electrical
conduit and pipe find free passage through large open-
ings in the diagonal webbing. For a lightweight, non-load-

Gold Bond materials and methods make the difference in modern building

Photograph of cutaway section shows how utilities pass through openings
in Holostud, and how steel studs with shoes fit into metal floor track.

bearing partition at low cost, it’s hard to beat. All metal
accessories are supplied from the same source, National
Gypsum Company. Your Gold Bond Representative can give
you all the details about the Holostud System. Or write for
the new Gold Bond® Holostud
Construction Manual, Dept.
AF-53, National Gypsum
Company, Buffalo 25, N. Y.

Gold Bond

METAL PRODUCTS
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COLBERT LEAVES COLUMBIA

Before New Orleans Architect
CuarrLes R. Couserr assumed
his responsibilities as Dean of
Columbia University’s School of
Architecture three years ago, he
mapped out his program for ar-
chitectural education: “We must
give the students the tools of city
planning,” he said, “even if we
have to give them at the expense
of other disciplines. We may have
to give less drawing, less archi-

tectural history, and substitute

more social planning.” He also
felt that the students should get
to know about the entrepreneurs
they would work with later:
“Architects,” he explained, “for
the past few years have been con-
tent to carry out the concepts of
contractors or realtors.” Colbert
implemented these and other
ideas with several new courses

”

which reshaped the school’s cur-
riculum (News, May ’61).

The program was greeted en-
thusiastically in some quarters,
not at all happily in others. Col-
bert also championed correlated
campus planning and opposed an
administration move which would
have absorbed the architectural
school and its accumulated funds
in an ommibus Columbia art cen-
ter, While the conflicts common
to academia built up, Colbert’s
architectural practice in New
Orleans, which he had never for-
saken, continued to demand his
time. Result of these many pres-

sures: Colbert last month resigned
from Columbia, effective immedi-
ately, to return to his practice.
His replacement, pro tem, is
Associate Dean KENNETH Syurh.

Although Colbert’s decision to
leave touched off a spate of sub-
sequent resignations in the School
of Architecture, one associate pro-
fessor, Architect Epwarp Ro-
MIENIEC, left for different recasons.
He was appointed Chairman of
the Division of Architecture at
Texas A & M.

ANOTHER MEDAL FOR MIES
Medal-heavy Architect Mies van
der Rone was honored again last
month, this time with the Na-
tional Institute of Arts and Let-
ters’ prestigious Gold Medal for
Architecture. Mies was especially
cited for having brought “the po-
tentialities of contemporary ma-
terials to a classic perfection and
harmony.”

The Institute also elected Ar-

continued from page 13

chitects 1. M. Prx and Pme
Jorunson to membership, along
with Architectural Engineer R.
BuckMiNsTER FULLER.

THE COMPLEAT PLANNER

Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Institute of
Technology last month filled one
of its most sought-after chairs
with a young English architect,
critic, and city planner: Davip
N. Lewis (below), who will be
the first full-time Andrew Mellon

Professor in Architecture and

Urban Design. Lewis brings to his

New dormitory at Briarcliff College, Briarcliff
Manor, New York. Architects: Sherwood,
Mills & Smith, Stamford, Connecticut. In
this new dormitory, living space per square
foot has been kept at a maximum.

How Desks of America can help the Architect to

towel racks, clothing hooks, locks, bookshelving, pencil trays, jewelry
boxes, file drawers, ventilation, upper storage, hardware, shadow
molding, posture seating, headboards, night tables, storage chests.

In this highly specialized field, we have developed wardrobe doors
which are unconditionally guaranteed against warpage. Our heavy
duty type drawers are actually strong enough to sit on — we know,
because we've seen them used in this manner! And, our forward
thinking engineers developed the ‘‘Jacobs’ interlocking type con-
struction feature, thus guaranteeing lifetime cabinet rigidity. Let
us know how we can be of service to YOU at this time.

We at Desks of America, are Furniture Construction Specialists.
We manufacture in accordance with the architect’s design concept,
in his choice of “lifetime’ high pressure plastic laminate, or wood
construction. A skilled staff of engineers, product managers and
field supervisors coordinate the project with efficiency, from start
to finish. Drawings, specifications, budget prices, recommendations
and formal quotations are furnished without cost or obligation. We
will participate in meetings when requested.

In addition, we will also furnish suggestions and recommendations
on convenience and comfort items such as study lights, shoe racks,

SPECIALISTS IN DORMITORY /SCIENCE LABORATORY /HOME ECONOMICS FURNITURE /AND CLASSROOM CABINETS




job practical experience acquired
in the United Kingdom, South
Africa, Italy, and India—and a
new educational program de-
signed to turn postgraduate
students into well-rounded urban
experts by exposure to the archi-
tectural, economic, and social as-
pects of city design.

S. F. POLLUTION EXPERT QUITS

Ben jamin Linsky (photo right),
responsible for holding down air
pollution around San Francisco,
resigns from public office this
month. A pioneer in the field, he
held the post of Control Officer
of the Bay Area Air Pollution
Control District for over six years.
During that time he established
technical standards, got the co-
operation of businesses, institu-
tions, and individuals to help pre-
vent “garbage in the sky” over
the six-county district. In leaving,
he warns that although a start has

been made, a growing number of

pollution sources, including cars
and industrial plants, still need
regulation. (Despite Linsky’s ef-
forts, the smog readings in the
district have doubled since 1954
from 0.14 to 0.28 parts per mil-
lion.) Linsky was reported un-
happy that some powers had been
stripped from him by the Control
District, and that he had been
balked in recent attempts to get
more money. He also wanted a
more strict enforcement policy for
industcy violations. No successor
has been appointed.

EDDIE GREEN’S CRUSADE

Assateague Island is a 23-mile
stretch of narrow, low-lying reef
owned by Maryland and Virginia.
Best known for its beaches, wild

been the subject of divergent pro-
posals over the past cight years.
While the Virginia portion is a

property in the Maryland section
want to develop their land, and

state construction of a $1.5 mil-
lion bridge to the island’s north-
ern tip. Opposing this scheme,
and favoring preservation of As-

ponies, and water fowl, it has

bird and game refuge, owners of

last year successfully lobbied for

sateague unspoiled, is a retired
plumber, WiLtiam  (“Eppie”)
Green, who is dying of cancer.

Spurred by a wish to see the
entire island as a park, Green
has tried to intercst the Maryland
legislature in his scheme. His
main point: lack of fresh water
and the virtual impossibility of
digging cesspools in the marshy
soil precludes development of any
scale. Each time a legislator in-
troduces a park bill for Assatea-
gue, however, it never reaches the
floor. This past session was no
exception. Green has now ap-
proached Secretary of the Interior
Stewart L, Uparr, who likes the
idea of a new national seashore
park. But Maryland Governor J.
Mirarp Tawes favors the prop-
erty owners, soon plans to open
bids for the bridge’s construction.
Green vows to continue his cru-
sade, although he recognizes that
he does not have much time left.

continved on page 18

ENGINEERING. Upon approval of
preliminary layout drawing, per archi-
tect's design concept, we will provide
complete set of engineering, layout and
construction drawings at no cost.

SPECIFICATIONS. For each proj-
ect, in wood or plastic construction,
we will furnish complete and compre-
hensive set of specifications, together
with special instructions and listing of
special requirements.

serve his clients better...
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DESKS OF AMERICA /inc ] PROTOTYPES. Upon award of or-
BRIDGEPORT 6/ CONN. AMHERST B8+1696 : der, subject to approval of sample, we
’ ~ - 1 will build full size prototype assembly
Please send me the DOA Master File on Dormitery Furniture. : i Aot A ocs i sl
NAME I pattern, for final evaluation. Immedi-
: ately after delivery of the order, our
ADDRESS i factory trained mechanics are dis-
: patched to the job site to perform and
Ciny. ZONE STATE ! complete the installation.

Also custom office furniture and panelling in plastic laminates.
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NEWS
Building in the News

TEXAS Tower (above). Humble
Oil's new 44-story, $32 million
headquarters in Houston (“tallest
in the west”) is ringed by 14,000
porcelain-enameled aluminum sun-
shades which reduce cooling loads,
cut glare, and serve as window-

washing platforms. Mechanical
equipment is atop an adjoining
seven-level garage so that the
tower can end in a roof-top club.
Architects & engineers: Welton |
Becket & Assoc. Contractor: W. S, l
Bellows Construction Corp.
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MILWAUKEE JUVENILE COURT
(above and left). In an effort to
avoid the sort of brutal, institu-
tional look which makes rehabili-
tation of juveniles that much
harder, court rooms, reception and
probation areas of the $2.6 million
Milwaukee County Children’s
Court Center are contained in a
doughnut-shaped structure with a
lively folded-plate concrete roof.
Other wings, rectangular in shape,
house classrooms, bedrooms, and

a gym. Architects & engineers:
Grellinger-Rose Associates. Con- ‘
tractor: Jezo Construction Co.

NEBRASKA ART GALLERY (above).
Yet another of Architect Philip

| Johnson’s neoclassical monuments

to the arts will soon be finished,
this one the $3 million Sheldon
Art Gallery at the University of
Nebraska in Lincoln. Faced with
travertine, the building groups 12
galleries, a 300-seat lecture hall,
a print room, and a board room
for the Nebraska Art Association
on two levels around a central hall
(whose floor, walls, and ceiling
are also of travertine). Contrac-
tor: Hazen <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>