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United Parcel Service Building, N.Y.C.
Architects: David and Earl J. Levy, N.Y.C.

Engineers-Architects: Abbott, Merkt & Co., N.Y.C.
Interior Architect: Edwin Harris, Jr., AlA, N.Y.C.

Bold good looks—
one of 6 reasons the architects used

Armstrong Tessera Vinyl Corlon flooring
in these new offices

This photo shows Armstrong Tessera
Vinyl Corlon flooring installed in the
national executive office and reception
area of the new United Parcel Service
Building, New York City. Tessera is a
striking floor that's especially well
. : suited to distinc-
tivecustom instal-
. lations. Although
, costing about 90¢
sq. ft. installed,
its beauty and
functional advan-
tages make it an
excellent long-
term value for
new and remodeled commercial in-
teriors. Here's a brief summary of the
reasons why Tessera is often selected
for these interiors.

1. Dramatic Color and Design Tes-
sera Vinyl Corlon is a boldly hand-
some floor. Its colors are rich and
decorative, ranging from subtle off-
whites and softly recessive hues to
vibrant blues, deep apricot orange,
and leather brown. Tessera comes in
both monochromatic and multicolored
stylings that will harmonize with any
decorative scheme. And Tessera's
random chip design adds interest to
any interior without intruding on its
other features.

2. Distinctive Texture The vinyl
cubes in Tessera are raised slightly
from their trans- o — ]
lucent vinyl set- &
ting, giving Tes-
seraagently tex-
tured surface.
This texture
complements
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the other textured interior surfaces so
widely used today. It also helps hide
stiletto heel marks and conceal minor
subfloor irregularities.

3. Easy Maintenance Tessera Vinyl
Corlon comes in rolls 6’ wide and up
to 90’ long, so it can be installed
with a minimum of dirt-catching
seams. Cleaning the dense monolithic
surface is fast and economical. Be-
cause Tessera is resistant to staining
and damage from grease, most alkalis
and chemicals, food, and beverages,
the architects installed it in the United
Parcel Service cafeteria.

4. Durability .090” gauge Tessera
Vinyl Corlon has proved itself ex-
tremely durable in countless com-
mercial installations. Its design goes
all the way through to the backing—
won't blur or disappear in areas of
concentrated traffic. The floors at
United Parcel Service will serve for
years and still keep their good looks.

5. Can Be Installed Almost Anywhere
Tessera's exclusive moisture- and

@mstrong

alkali-resistant Armstrong Hydrocord
Back enables you to specify it on or
below grade, as well as above grade
(except where excessive alkali or hy-
drostatic pressure is present).

6. Excellent Material for Custom De-
signs In these offices, the floor was
designed to
function as a ?‘
spatial divider.
Largerectangles
of a contrasting
Tessera color
are used to de-
fine conversa-
tion areas and
furniture groupings. Strips in a third
coloring echo the linear architectural
features. Made in long, wide rolls,
Tessera also lends itself readily to
large-scale, curving custom designs.

For Specifications, Complete Data,
Samples of Tessera and the other
Armstrong Vinyl Corlon flooring styles,
call your Armstrong Architect-Builder
Consultant. A flooring expert, he can
help you solve almost any flooring
problem you encounter. He can also
get you further assistance from Arm-
strong research, installation, and tech-
nical advisors. And since Armstrong
makes a complete variety of flooring
materials, he can make unbiased
recommendations as to the right type
of resilient flooring, properly balanced
in quantity and quality, for any interi-
or. Call him at your nearest Armstrong
District Office, or write direct to Arm-
strong, 309 Rooney St., -
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.@n;.m\._, .
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Sloan’s New Award-winning Foundry

From pushbutton-controlled production lines to automatic pouring,

Sloan’s new foundry at Melrose Park, lllinois brings a new concept to automatic
foundry operations. Housed in this dome-shaped rectangular structure is

the most modern foundry equipment available today—and all of it designed to further
improve the quality of Sloan Flush Valves.

Millions upon millions of Sloan Flush Valves
have written the record for leadership in:

...dependable service
...long life

... water economy

...lowest maintenance costs

Can you think of any other operating plumbing product
with a better record, a better reputation?

Sloan is the flush valve of Quality. Choose it with
confidence—most people do.

SLOAN VALVE COMPANY +4300 WEST LAKE STREET+«CHICAGO 24, ILLINOIS
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Two ways to build more schools (below)
Minneapolis architects win Ruberoid Competition (page 7)
New Pittsburgh study completed (page 8)

Politics delay Boston’s government center (page 11)

BIGGEST STATES TACKLE SCHOOL SHORTAGE

California and New York, the nation’s most populous states,
each came up with a proposal last month to meet the pressing
need for more schools, built cheaper and faster. Beyond this
shared goal, however, the two plans were as far apart as the
states, and both promised wide-scale, if different, reaction.

Stock schools for New York,

New York’s tentative solution is
nine “stock” schools, which, the
state believes, will provide “school
districts with ready-made plans
and specifications for a variety of
school types at the lowest cost
consistent with sound construction
practices and educational objec-
tives.” The nine plans include
three elementary schools, one jun-
ior high, two senior highs, and
three combination junior-senior
high schools. In each case, the
basic scheme provides for future
expansion. Plans are offered to
school districts free on request.

New York spent two years and
some $1 million developing the
nine stock plans. If the schools are
built, says the state, they will cost
28 per cent less than custom-built
schools. (Estimates range from
$543,600 for one 14-classroom ele-
mentary school to $2.1 million for
a 1,000-student senior high.) The
figures—and the whole idea of
stock plans—seemed sure to raise
a storm among local architects
and educators.

Out West. Some time ago, Cali-
fornia gave up the idea of stock
schools. The objections were

N.Y. junior-senior high school,

Architectural

components for California

clearly presented in a Forum
round table (Nov. ’61): 1) unex-
pected adaptations of the building
to particular sites can cancel the
savings; 2) the instructional pro-
gram can be inhibited by making
it fit the schoolhouse, rather than
vice-versa; 3) stock school plans
often cannot take advantage of
improved building technology.
At that same round table were
representatives of the Educational
Facilities Laboratories of the Ford
Foundation, and California Archi-
tect Ezra Ehrenkrantz. Ehren-
krantz proposed that a compo-
nents system might be the answer
to the U.S. schoolhouse problem.
To find out if such a system
could be developed, EFL spent
$230,000 to set up the Schools
Construction Systems Develop-
ment program at Stanford Uni-
versity’s School Planning Labora-
tory with Ehrenkrantz as project
architect and Educator James
Laurits as project coordinator.
This team lined up 13 separate
California school districts in the
scheme. The 13 formed the first
California Commission on School
Construction, and announced that

they would need and build a total

stock plan D-1. (Architects unknown)

1
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of between 1.4 and 2.4 million
square feet of new school space
by 1965. Meanwhile, SCSD had
worked out performance stand-
ards for its components system.

It had to be a new system; no
available products could both fit
the schoolhouse budget and pro-
vide the flexibility the planners
felt necessary. What SCSD pro-
posed was a method of large-
scale, prefabricated components,
integrated and modular to pro-
vide a high degree of flexibility
and - perform many functions.
Architects would still be able to
design individual schools for par-
ticular sites. The cost of construc-
tion would be reduced, however,
through mass production of the
components, and the construc-
tion time reduced through pre-
fabrication. Moreover, architects
would be freed from the time-
consuming selection of structural
and mechanical systems to devote
more time to programming, de-
sign, and planning.

At present, the major compo-
nents included are 1) structural,
2) heating and ventilation, 3)
lighting, and 4) interior partitions.

With performance standards es-
tablished by the SCSD and an
assured $30 million market among
the 13 districts, the new method
went to its test: would and could

the building industry develop

SCSD project stajff with Laurits, center, and Ehrenkrantz, right

and manufacture the components?

Some 95 leading manufacturers
indicated their interest by attend-
ing a pre-bid conference at Stan-
ford TUniversity. Some telling
points were made: The market
for school components was de-
scribed as depression-proof and
enormous. The immediate 13-
district market would be large
enough to justify the development
of new products—preferably by
cooperation among manufacturers
—and small enough so that
failure would not constitute a fi-
nancial disaster.

There were significant questions,
too. Would different manufac-
turers be able to work together?
What would labor say about multi-
use products that may cut across
trade lines? And the biggest ques-
tion: can the research gap (see
page 122) be filled by the build-
ing industry itself?

Close to success. The answer
began to become apparent last
month when letters of intent
started to come in from some 79
manufacturers. Actual bids are
due on Oct. 31.

There is still a long way to go
before the SCSD plan can be im-
plemented. But last month’s re-
sponse presages a revolution in
the building industry that might
not be limited, in the long run,
to California—or to schools.

continued on page 7
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TRUSSBILT HOMES, Inc. St. Louis

ROBINWOOD HOMES, Inc. St. Louis
Dressing Room of Master Bedroom

K-LITE is RIGHT... at home

More K-S-H lighting panels have been specified and installed by
leading architects, engineers, contractors, builders and fixture
manufacturers than any other plastic lighting panel . .. K-LITE is
a product you can use with confidence.

These panels are now available for home lighting applications.

. ®
€5b

LIGHTING PANELS

WRITE FOR SAMPLES AND MORE INFORMATION

K-S-H PLASTICS, INC., 10212 MANCHESTER + ST. LOUIS 22, MISSOURI

8973-R PLANTS IN: HIGH RIDGE, MISSOURI « XENIA, OHIO « SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
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continued from page 5

Hodne Associates keep ewisting patterns in East Harlem neighborhood

RENEWAL GAINS FROM RUBEROID CONTEST

Hypothetically, it would be hard
to find a better way of using a
privately sponsored national com-
petition than the scheme which
The Ruberoid Co. hit upon this
year: setting the problem in an
existing urban renewal site in
upper Manhattan and offering the
winner an inside track for the
commission (News, Feb. ’63). Last
month, the results of the com-
petition were announced—and
along with them, the statement
of the jury member most deeply
involved with the solutions.
Wrote Chairman Milton Mollen
of New York City’s Housing and
Redevelopment Board: “We did
not come across any outstandingly
brilliant or entirely original ideas.
. . . [Perhaps] we had expected
too much from the architectural
profession. . . . I am hopeful we
can take the first-prize design and
have it constructed. Aside from
the top entry, there are other

ideas I hope we will be able to
experiment with in New York.”

The 253 entrants in the Ruber-
oid competition (some 7,000 had
asked for entry forms) were faced
with a problem which demanded
that they be both practical (low-
income housing) and original. The
level of submissions was high—
but none solved the problem as
completely as had been hoped;
the same problem has stumped
architects and city planners for
a long, long time.

Winner of the $10,000 first prize
was Hodne Associates of Minne-
apolis. Their solution, in the jury’s
opinion, was “carefully thought
out and beautifully presented.”
Featuring an imaginative use of
the river front (above), it also
preserves the existing street pat-
terns, and, for the most part, the
low-rise buildings of the neighbor-
hood. The seven-man architectural
team provided for parking and

Entry by New York team emphasizes an intimate, residential scale

Architectural
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recreation areas with indentations
in the streets. Near the waterfront,
four slender towers rise. Just how
the towers could be economical,
while so slim, is not stated, but
the jury was impressed by the
scheme’s solution for communal
areas: space is set aside on every
third floor for recreation and
sunning.

Second prize ($5,000) went to
the New York team of Edvin
Stromston, Ricardo Scofidio, and
Felix Martorano. Stressing private
living with a wide variety of low

Boston Architects Hanford Yang
and Amiel Vassilovski won third
prize ($2,500) with a daring
scheme which uses low-rise build-
ings, with retail shops at ground
level, as an almost continuous
wall around the project (below).
Six towers punctuate the pattern.
There is a good deal of interior
open space for the community,
and parking is hidden.

Three student prizes were also
awarded. Robert Holmes and
Richard Wright of the University
of Illinois were awarded the

L

Yang and Vassilovski’s submission contains siz high-rise buildings

buildings, the submission (below,
left) includes a tower for efficiency-
apartment units. No automobiles
would be allowed on the streets;
parking facilities would be reached
from the north by subterranean
ramps. While noting the attrac-
tiveness and originality of the
solution, the jury also pointed
out that the scheme breaks with
the East Harlem neighborhood,
and that the “unlawful narrowness
of the streets prevents casual play
and confines people to live in
very close physical and visual con-
tact, which could create social
problems.”

S20eeesTe0ee
EET T T T A

$2,000 first prize for a scheme
which features the use of pre-
fabricated frame systems. Second
prize ($1,000) went to Michael
Wurmfeld of Princeton; Philip
Shive, Woodrow Jones Jr., and
Gerrard Raymond of North Caro-
lina State won the $500 third prize.

The blue-ribbon jury, headed
by Planner Albert Mayer, con-
sisted of Architects Harry Weese,
Sir Leslie Martin and David
Crane, Redeveloper Lewis Kit-
chen, Planner Herbert Gans, and
Milton Mollen. Architect B. Sum-
ner Gruzen served as professional
advisor to Ruberoid.

NABOM WARNS BUILDERS ON OFFICE GLUT

The National Association of
Building Owners and Managers
(NABOM), which has to know
about such things, defines the “ac-
cepted safe limit” of vacant office
space as 10 per cent. According
to NABOM’s recent semiannual
survey, this figure was exceeded
in 55 of 143 cities. The report

also noted that the overall oc-
cupancy change (down 0.78 per
cent to 92 per cent since the last
survey) was “the biggest we have
had in a long time.” Quite ob-
viously, many cities have been
building more office space than
they can use.

Surprisingly, some of the cities

continued on page 8
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NEWS

where the most important office
construction has taken place in
the past year (Forum, May ’63)
are still “safe”: New York City
has a vacancy rate of only 2.91
per cent. Hartford’s rate is 4.31
per cent, Boston’s, 6.24 per cent,
and Chicago’s, 7.46 per cent.
Baltimore, however, skirts the
danger line with a 9.96 per cent
rate, and Detroit passes it with
12.5 per cent. To no one’s amaze-
ment, the U.S. city with the
highest office vacancy rate is
Houston (26.91 per cent), where
five huge office structures includ-

ing the Humble Oil and Tennes-
see Gas Co. buildings (see page
124) have opened recently.

Houston’s problems have pres-
ently been topped only by those
in Montreal, where the vacancy
rate stands at a whopping 27.14
per cent, due to the addition of
such buildings as Place Ville
Marie. Contrasting with these
melancholy figures, Washington,
D.C., reported almost 100 per
cent occupancy—but some 2.1
million square feet of new office
space will come onto the market
there this year.

TUFTS ELATED WITH NEW LIBRARY DESIGN

Perhaps the most attractive part
of Tufts University in Medford,
Mass., is its placement of major
buildings along the ridge of a
steep hill, leaving the long slopes
green. When university officials
decided Tufts needed a new cen-
tral library, however, they found
that the only open space they
could use was right on this very

hillside. To get the best design
possible, the University, with the
cooperation of the AIA (see Let-
ters, page 37), held a special type
of closed competition for the $3
million building. Tufts is delighted
with the result, will start con-
struction in the near future.

The winning submission (above)
is by the Boston firm of Camp-
bell & Aldrich. It alone of the
competitors keeps the feeling of
the topography by stepping the
building up the hill; it also pre-
serves the natural landscaping by
planting on the roof terraces.

Although a rather flamboyant
design, with balanced elements
and a faintly Aztec look, the
three-story building will not clash
with the older, more sedate build-
ings on the hill. Only its mechani-
cal penthouse protrudes over the
ridge. The seemingly massive for-
tifications are, in reality, alcoves
for individual study.

Entrance is through the middle
level which also serves as the main
foor. Specialized collections will
be housed on the top floor, and
general collections on the lowest
level. The split-level design elimi-
nates the need for elevators.

Three other Massachusetts firms
entered the competition (photos) :
The Architects Collaborative (1),
Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson &
Abbott (2), and Perry, Shaw,
Hepburn & Dean (3). Each re-
ceived $5,000; the winners got
$10,000 and the commission.

The preparation for the com-

continued from page 7

petition was painstaking—and to
a large degree ensured its success.
Directed by Walter F. Bogner of
the Harvard School of Design, it
included highly detailed informa-
tion about the difficult site, a
scale model of the hillside, and
the aid of a professional e timator
to determine costs. Each submis-
sion went almost as far as work-
ing drawings; to make the choice
equally realistic, three high-rank-
ing Tufts officials were included
on the jury along with Architect
Lawrence Anderson and Land-
scape Architect Hideo Sasaki.

POTENTIAL FOR PROGRESS IN PITTSBURGH

Now in its fifteenth year, the fed-
eral urban renewal program is
currently going through a period
of adolescent self-analysis. Notable
studies have been made in such
cities as Newark and Detroit, and
most recently, a candid report on
the redevelopment of Pittsburgh
has been released. The so-called
“Urban Renewal Impact Study,”
financed by the Ford Foundation
and local agencies for only $46,-
000, was put together by ACTION-
Housing, Inc., a private, nonprofit
organization which already has a
solid record of achievement in the
promotion of better housing
throughout Allegheny County.
The study points out the in-
adequacy of Pittsburgh’s redevel-
opment effort so far, and calls for
“comprehensive renewal program-
ming within a framework of re-
gional, county, and municipal
planning.” This will involve a great
deal more than just upgrading
housing, which is admittedly poor
(e.g., nearly one-quarter of the
county’s housing is still deficient—
most of it in Pittsburgh proper—
and the renewal effort so far has

affected only 16 per cent of this;
at the same time, new homebuild-
ing is adding only 1 per cent an-
nually to the housing inventory).

The study indicates a need for
at least 40,000 more jobs by 1970,
based on modest estimates of pop-
ulation increase. Unless these jobs
are provided, Pittsburgh’s young
adults will centinue to leave, fur-
ther weakening the city’s economic
chances. (Between 1950 and 1960,
some 70,000 persons between the
ages of 20 and 29 left the county,
a 29 per cent drop in this age
bracket. The average decline for
all large U.S. cities in the same
period was only 9 per cent.)

The labor force desperately
needs upgrading, to provide the
skilled technicians needed to staff
the growth industries expected to
come into the area, particularly
as the Oakland District plan pro-
ceeds (Forum, March ’63).

Vital needs. A critical element
in this upgrading is the area’s
Negro community, which the re-
port characterizes as “a highly
segregated minority group, with



under utilized talents, generally
economically depressed and dis-
criminated against.” As first steps
in ending such waste and injus-
tice, the report recommends job
retraining programs, school en-
richment programs, and more
scholarship aid for Negroes who
want to go to college.

Other high-priority needs noted
include a coordinated transporta-
tion system, a new pattern of so-
cial services tied closely to job
retraining and neighborhood con-
servation, and coordinated fiscal
planning between all levels of
government. The latter is espe-
cially vital in light of the amounts
likely to be expended in carrying

out the study’s broad recommen-
dations: some $250 million of
local government funds, another
$50 million in state grants, and
$680 million of federal money.
These public investments are ex-
pected to generate over $2 billion
of private investment.
Pittsburgh’s study is a particu-
larly realistic one. But there is no
mistaking its urgency: “Either we
will stagnate in a welter of obso-
lescence,” concludes the report,
“or we will gear up a comprehen-
sive program aimed at invigorat-
ing our economy and enhancing
the livability of our communities,
thus enabling us to compete effec-
tively with other urban areas.”

HARTFORD COMPETITION WON BY REYNOLDS

“I don’t think that I have ever
seen such a good urban renewal
competition,” a Hartford, Conn.
redevelopment official said last
month. He was referring to the
Bushnell Plaza project in down-
town Hartford, which a team of
local businessmen, Reynolds Alu-
minum, and Architects I.M. Pei &
Associates and Henry F. Ludorf
won last month (see rendering,
above).

It was good from the beginning.
Eight major developers competed
for the 7.6-acre project, which
will include luxury apartments in
a park setting, an office building,
theater, retail facilities, and park-
ing. Most of their bids fell around
$10 million, but the competition
hinged on overall design.

Architectural Forum / September 1963

A three-man board of review
(Architect-Planners Olindo Grossi
and Christopher Tunnard, New
York Realtor John White) was set
up by the Hartford Redevelop-
ment Agency to advise on the
submissions. By early July, this
panel had narrowed the field down
to three unusually strong entries.

Competing against the Rey-
nolds team was a co-venture of the
General Electric Co. and the First
Hartford Realty Corp., with Arch-
itects Emery Roth & Sons and
Philip De Corcia, and a newly
formed group called Urban Hart-
ford Co. (backed by the GE Pen-
sion Fund), with Architects Skid-
more, Owings & Merrill and
Huntington, Darbee & Dollard.
The financial ability of each of

1 EDWARD SAXE

these competitors was deemed
excellent.

It was Pei’s design that won
the day for Reynolds. He placed
a public park on the main street,
kept the commercial facilities sub-
ordinate to the institutional char-
acter of the area, and connected
the project with the neighborhood
both visually and through a care-
fully studied circulation pattern.
The board of review was not so
pleased with the 30-story height
of the elegant twin apartment
towers—an aspect of the Pei plan
which the First Hartford Realty
Co. said “broke the rules of the
game” by exceeding the original
height limitations by 63 feet. De-
spite this objection, the Hartford
Redevelopment Agency approved
the plan on August 9.

The Roth design (model photo
1) was praised for its skillful
handling of the apartment types,
but criticized for its treatment of

the park and for the large amount

2 LEE BOLTIN

of ground covered by buildings.
SOM’s scheme (2) provided for
a landscaped, level platform over
the entire tract. While all com-
mercial facilities would be taste-
fully located below the platform,
the net result of the platform con-
cept, said the panel, might be a
“self-sufficient concrete mass.”
SOM’s individual buildings, how-
ever, were highly praised.

Final approval of the $10.5
million Reynolds plan awaits a
Hartford City Council meeting.
Already, the Aetna Life Insurance
Co. has indicated that it would
provide mortgage money. Rey-
nolds will manage the project as
well as share capital requirements
with the local group, Capital City
Associates. Summed up a rede-
velopment official: “Bushnell Pla-
za is a nice piece of ground. It
deserves the careful treatment.”

URBAN AFFAIRS JOB
Recognizing the plight of cities
swamped with such primarily
“physical” problems as mass
transportation and housing, the
White House last month con-
templated the establishment of
a special commission to study
these subjects. To be made up
of cabinet members and repre-
sentatives of the HHFA and the
Federal Aviation Agency, the
commission will first confer with
community leaders in some 40
cities. Observers feel that these
conferences, concluding with a
large-scale December meeting in
Washington, D.C., could lead
directly to another request for a
cabinet-level urban affairs post to
co-ordinate present government-
sponsored urban activities.

A possibly related announce-
ment came from Washington last
month. Most of the government
agencies concerned with housing
and urban affairs will be located in
a new $29 million building in the
Southwest Redevelopment area.
The architects: Marcel Breuer &
Associates and Nolen, Swinburne
& Associates. Besides being a pu-
tative first step in coordinating the
agencies, it is also the first large
commission the General Services
Administration has awarded un-
der the leadership of its architec-
tural chief, Karel Yasko.

continued on page 11
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OUR 640-TON ELECTRIC HEAT PUMP will keep our entire 220,000-square-foot plant and

offices at 70° year-round, regardless of outside temperatures,” says Frank Flick.

“TOTAL ELECTRIC SPACE CONDITIONING FOR OUR PLANT
WAS THE BEST RECOMMENDATION OUR ARCHITECT MADE”

Frank Flick, President of Flick-Reedy Corp., Bensenville,
lllinois, reports on the advantages of using flameless elec-
tricity as a single source of energy for all plant heating,
cooling and lighting

“Without any doubt, one of the most important new de-
sign elements in our new Flick-Reedy plant is total electric
space conditioning,” reports President Frank Flick. “By
following our architect’s recommendation and using elec-
tricity as our only source of power, we have obtained a
markedly more efficient operation.

“Greater plant cleanliness, for example, has enabled us
to improve the quality of the hydraulic cylinders and seal-
ing fittings manufactured by our two divisions. And auto-
matic year-round air conditioning—with heating and cool-
ing both provided by our electric heat pump—has resulted
in a sharp drop in absenteeism and a consequent increase
in production.

“On the basis of our own experience here at Flick-Reedy,
I would strongly recommend that anyone involved in in-
dustrial design look into the advantages of total electric
space conditioning as soon as possible.”

For architects and consulting engineers, total electric
space conditioning offers the modern method for combining
heating, cooling and lighting into one efficient operation
using a single source of energy. In many cases, recom-

mended lighting levels can provide a substantial part of the
heat as well, thereby reducing the size, space requirements,
and cost of heating equipment.

If you are interested in finding out ways in which total
electric space conditioning can help you in the design of
industrial and commercial buildings, contact your local
electric utility company. They will welcome the oppor-
tunity to work with you.

BUILD BETTER ELECTRICALLY

Edison Electric Institute, 750 Third Avenue, New York 17

CITED FOR “IMAGINATIVE BOLDNESS,” the award-winning Flick—
Reedy plant features total electric design. Architect-engineering
firm was Zay Smith & Associates, La Grange, Illinois.
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continued from page 9

N.Y.’s BIG COLLEGE PROGRAM PROGRESSES

Early this month, the first $23
million in construction contracts
for a vast $70 million campus in
Albany, N.Y. (above) went out
to bid. Architect: Edward Durell
Stone. Client: the State Universi-
ty of New York.

The Albany campus is only
part of a massive, $1 billion con-
struction effort by the state-wide
University to meet its enrollment
obligations during the next de-
cade. With projections of students
wishing a college education show-
ing an almost threefold increase
from 1960 to 1970, State Univer-
sity of New York has devised a
master plan which will add five
new campuses and enlarge the 56
existing units including two- and
four-year colleges and post gradu-
ate centers.

It is a bold program, and un-
usual in many respects. Signifi-
cantly, Governor Rockefeller and
his advisers have specified that
good design be part of the plan.
The roster of some 47 architec-
tural firms already signed up in-
cludes such distinguished names
as Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
(for campus planning and build-
ing design in Buffalo and Os-
wego), I. M. Pei (for campus
planning in Fredonia), Edward
Larrabee Barnes (for campus
planning in Potsdam), and Ulrich
Franzen (for a home-economics
building at Cornell).

To make sure that these and
other architects stay interested in
building for State no matter what
size the actual job, a sliding-scale
system of architectural fees has

been devised: an architect will
get a 5.25 per cent fee on work
costing over $5.5 million, up to
8.75 per cent for
$70,000 job.

Another intriguing aspect of
State University’s program is its
careful financing. A State Univer-
sity  Construction Fund was
formed by legislative action in
1962. TIts three trustees (N.Y.
Bell Telephone President Clifton
Phalen, N.Y. State Housing Com-
missioner James Gaynor, and
Architect George Dudley) are
charged with expediting construc-
tion. Direction comes from State
University’s own Board of Trus-
tees, which decides what build-
ings to build, and where.

When plans for each unit have
been worked out, the University
agrees to lease the new buildings
from the Construction Fund. The
Fund then turns to the state’s
Housing Finance Agency or
State Dormitory Authority to fis
nance the cost through a bond
issue. These bonds are repaid
through university revenues such
as tuition charges and dormitory
rents. Taxpayers’ funds are not
involved.

New State University colleges
at Harpur and Stony Brook have
already opened their doors to
2,237 students. Besides Albany,
campuses at Alfred and Canton
are under way. By 1970, says a
university official, the expansion
program will have allowed State’s
full-time enrollment to grow by
almost 100,000 from the 68,000
students it had during 1962-63.

an under-
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CITY COUNCIL STALLS THE BOSTON CENTER

One of the biggest and most cele-
brated urban renewal projects in
the U.S. is Boston’s $200 million
Government Center (News, May
’63). In the last six weeks, how-
ever, the city council has twice
voted down the project. Five of
the nine councilmen maintain
that the inclusion of a private
30- to 40-story office building for
Realtors Cabot, Cabot & Forbes,
on the edge of the center, violates
a section of Title I which allows
private developers to compete for
any project. Boston officials deny
the charge.

The big problem, however, is
political. Up for reelection this
fall is Mayor John F. Collins,
with two of the nine council mem-
bers, Gabriel F. Piemonte and
Patrick F. McDonough, running
in competition. Collins, with rea-
son, is identified with Boston’s
Redevelopment  Administration,
led by Edmund J. Logue. An at-
tack on it seems to be an easy way
for other candidates to gain votes.

The site for the controversial
$20 million building contains an
old office building at No. 10 State
Street, and the New England
Merchants National Bank. The
bank is to be a major tenant of
the proposed building with Cabot,

Cabot & Forbes. No. 10 State
Street has suggested that it build
its own new structure on the site,
conforming to the overall plan.

It is unlikely the issue will come
to a third vote until after the
mayoral elections in November,
but BRA remains in the public
spotlight. State Auditor Thomas J.
Buckley submitted a 174-page re-
port last month complaining about
the money BRA has wasted. To
add to the uproar, the council
voted 5 to 4 for an investigation
of BRA, has invited Senator John
McClellan (D., Ark.) and his
Senate investigations subcommit-
tee to look into the problem. Re-
plied Logue: “I have great respect
for McClellan, and I know he has
more to do than chase around for
a couple of two-bit candidates.”

In the meantime, Candidate
McDonough has called for open
competition among developers to
acquire the disputed site. What-
ever the ultimate effects on the
office tower for Government Cen-
ter, they might not be so serious
as this open threat to Boston’s
whole redevelopment  process,
which has only recently, under
Logue’s direction, begun to shake
itself free of economic and physi-
cal stagnation.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

Denver plan. After 29 months
of study, the Downtown Denver
Master Plan Committee last
month issued its recommendations
for a ten-year revitalization pro-
gram. Included in the $577 mil-
lion development are a new $165
million freeway and parking-ga-
rage system, a $10 million con-
vention—cultural center, and a $30
million urban renewal program to
clear 30 blocks of the lower down-
town area. One feature of the
study is a complete economic sur-
vey of downtown by an indepen-
dent real estate firm. Initial re-
ception of the plan: favorable.

More apartments. The Nation-
al Association of Home Builders’
division of Economics and Policy
Planning, under director Nathan-
iel Rogg, recently issued a report
on “The Rental Housing Boom of

the 1960s.” One finding is that
by 1970, due to changes in age
groups and population, “the de-
mand for renting will be about
the same as the demand for own-
ing.” Meaning: apartments will
continue to lead the building
boom for the next few years.

Declaration of Delos. The di-
verse group of urban experts
brought together in Greece by
Planner Constantine Doxiadis
(People, Aug. ’63) recently agreed
that the problem of “human set-
tlement” is as pressing as that of
food or health, and that to deal
with this problem, a comprehen-
sive new science must be invented.
How this might be accomplished
was left a little vague, but the 34
specialists did map out a few ini-
tial steps: bringing in specialists
from other fields, working out
new methods for training future
leaders and initiating research.
continued on page 15
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Du Pont TEDLAR' is
a tough film-finish that keeps roofing and

Advantages of a film-finish

Unlike a liquid or a spray, TEDLAR* PVF film is a tough,
new exterior finish of plastic film. Extensive testing by

Du Pont shows it resists chipping, cracking, blistering,

peeling, fading and chalking to a remarkable degree.

TEDLAR is factory-bonded to building products, using
special Du Pont adhesives. Bonded in this way, TEDLAR
becomes an inseparable part of the material it protects.

A surface of TEDLAR gives long-term protection without
refinishing. How long is long-term? We frankly don't
know because we haven't been able to wear it out yet.
But, properly bonded to a stable material, we predict
TEDLAR will last up to 25 years...perhaps even longer.

Surface any shape roof

This school library has a built-up roof containing only
two plies: a base sheet plus a top membrane surfaced
with TEDLAR. Applied with conventional techniques,
roofing surfaced with TEDLAR will cover any shape from
folded plate to compound curves.

Because TEDLAR retains its original high reflectivity,
air-conditioning loads are reduced.

Whether the climate is drenched with humidity or
baked dry, TEDLAR lives a long and beautiful life.



siding looking new for up to 25 years.

Without TEDLAR

Sandblasting tests prove durability

The siding on the left, surfaced with TEDLAR,
was subjected to a punishing sandblasting test—
and came through unharmed. The same test
ripped apart the conventional finish on the other
siding. This durability of TEDLAR makes it
:’ilg'::tl?ulyelarrhpeer";zzz t(:_';;adt' ;z:i::dﬁufl:::tlolet Already many building products are surfaced with

' ! i TEDLAR. They include siding, roofing, insulation
jacketing, trim and accessories. TEDLAR can be bonded
to aluminum and other metals, plywood, asbestos-
cement, wood and reinforced plastics.

Stays new-looking without refinishing

These building panels surfaced with TEDLAR will retain
their original appearance for up to 25 years or more.
Over the long run, TEDLAR, with its unusual durability,
is probably the most economical finish available

for exteriors.

No ordinary hazard—like rust, tars, acids, alkalis
—will harm TEDLAR, either. This finish, available
in a range of colors, is perfectly smooth, with no
pml:oles W !et - monstu_re. Almpsphesis carvosion For a list of these products or any other information
can't harm it. And howling sandstorms may . ;
leave a layer of dust, but that's all. about TEDLAR, write the Du Pont Co., Film Dept.,

' Building Materials Sales Division, Box 56,

Wilmington 98, Delaware.

*Du Pont registered trademark

0. . 5. AT OFT.

BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ...THROUGH CHEMISTRY
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Now a vinyl floor
wall-to-wall with
seams welded water-tight,
dirt-tight, spill-tight!

Now, thanks to Sandura research, LURAN® Vinyl can be welded! That's right. Now you can have a clear, un-
broken expanse of vinyl wall-to-wall, even room-to-room. That means no more water-collecting, dirt-collecting,
open seams down the middle of your floor. There's no place for water to seep, no place for dirt to creep! And
new Luran’s luxurious colors and patterns are sealed deep under a new formula vinyl that’s as stain-free, as

scrub-free, as care-free as a floor can be—
makes this the fastest-cleaning vinyl floor
you can own! Another surprise! New Luran

costsless than manyotherluxuryvinylfloors! by|Slandura, Benson-East, Jenkintown, Pa.—Fine Floors for Forty Years.

Seal it! Heel it! Feel it!

With the amazing new LURAN VINYLWELD PROC- Go ahead! The beautiful new embossing of Luran You won't believe a luxury vinyl could have a

ESS your Sandura retailer can smooth-weld 6-foot Imperial and Luran Regency masks most acciden- ‘““hand’ like this one. Luran Imperial and Regency
widths of any Luran permanently-installed vinyl talindentation—gives a new deep dimensional look feel like fine leather. And so warm underfoot! For
’floorwall-to-wall.room-to-room,with noopenseams! to vinyl! Your foot never touches the patterns! every room in the house, even basements!
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People in the News

QUOTE . . . UNQUOTE

“The Borough of Queens truly
represents the full flowering of ad-
vanced urban living.” — Queens,
N.Y., Borough President Mario |.
Cariello.

“In spite of what Jane Jacobs has
written about urban open space in
The Death and Life of Great
American Cities, most of the
American population --est of
West Greenwich Village believes
in open space and is not afraid
of it.”—Critic Grady Clay.

“More money, more cars, more
good roads—together they spell
more litter.”—Secretary of Com-
merce Luther H. Hodges.

“One has . . . on Park Avenue,
imitations of the imitations and
all of them reflecting each other
until [the Avenue] finally appears
to be an enlarged barber shop
with mirrors on all sides.”—Ar-
chitect Paul Rudolph.

“Leasing [of land for residential
construction] enables large land-
owners who are reluctant to sell
their holdings to have their cake
and eat it too.”—The Wall Street
Journal.

“The effort to restore Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Robie House is a
test case: to determine whether
private citizens can express their
concern for architectural restora-
tion in a tangible way, assuring
the preservation of a great land-
maik for future generations.”—
Ira ]. Bach, chairman, Robie
House Committee.

“Cows are very fond of being
photographed, and, unlike archi-
tecture, don’t move.” — Oscar
Wilde.

“The largest single source of un-
earned income for the arts is the
federal government . . . this hap-
pens through two provisions of
the Internal Revenue Code, one
affecting exemptions from per-
sonal income taxation and the
other affecting inheritance taxes.
. . . The tax codes . . . permit
corporations to give up to 5 per
cent of their profits to education.”
—W. McNeil Lowry, Director,
Ford Foundation Program in
Humanities and the Arts.

[
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DISNEY EAST

The Pepsi Cola Co. uncapped its
plans for the New York World’s
Fair last month, disclosing that
none other than America’s fore-
most showman, WaLr DisnEey,
designed both the building and
the exhibit within it. He thus
adds architecture to his previous
jobs of devising the shows for the
General Electric and Ford pa-
vilions—and becomes one of the
Fair’s major shapers as well as
drawing cards.

Although the Pepsi pavilion it-
self is not notable as design (it is
a bulky structure housing a water-
borne trip through a wholesome,
refreshing world), there are some
gay and fantastic structures around
it, including a 120-foot-high tower
bedecked with mobiles (glimpsed
in photo). All bear the unmistak-
able Disney stamp: enough color,
animation, and ingenuity to be-
dazzle the young, transport the
old—and entice the thirsty.

NEW LOOK AT AIA

Among WiLuiam L. ScHEICK'Ss ac-
complishments as executive direc-
tor of the American Institute of
Architects has been the luring of
bright, dedicated architects and
administrators to the Octagon
staff. By last month, when a new
wave of appointments were made,
many of Scheick’s selections had
been promoted to more responsi-
ble positions.

It all began earlier this year,
when THEODORE DomINICK moved
from the professional services di-
vision to full-time editorship of
the AIA’s Building Products Reg-
ister. He was replaced by M.

Architectural Forum / September 1963

Erviorr Carrorr, formerly head
of the state, chapter, and student-
affairs department, and recruited
by Scheick.

Soon after, MarrHEW L. Rock-
WELL, director of the public serv-
ices and urban programs, left
AIA to become deputy director of
the prestigious Northeastern Illi-
nois Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission. His successors are
two young architects brought to
the Octagon by Scheick: Ken-
~NETH C. LAaNDRY, who formerly
handled the Institute’s govern-
mental and legislative affairs, is
now director of public services;
RoBert J. PrpER has taken on the
urban programs job in addition
to professional services.

Eric PAwWLEY, research secretary
of the AIA for some 13 years,
was the next to leave, for a pro-
fessorship at the University of
Southern California. Ben H.
Evans, from Texas A & M Col-
lege, succeeds him as head of a
newly reorganized department of
research. His job will include find-
ing sources of support for pro-
grams and projects among public
and private research organizations.

Completing the staff shifts, C.
Hexrr Rusu was appointed last
month to handle the governmental
and legislative post vacated by
Landry, and Carroll’s old job
went to Joun F. Dawson, former
University of Michigan architec-
tural professor.

HOROWITZ JOINS NSF

The former Technical Director of
the Building Research Institute,
Architect HArRoLp Horowirz, last
month assumed the brand new
post of Supervisory Architect to
the National Science Foundation’s
Office of Institutional Programs.
He is replaced at BRI by Archi-
tect RoBerT P. DARLINGTON, who
had previously served as Assistant
Director for Program Planning at
the Building Research Advisory
Board, and as a consultant to the
AIA’s department of institute re-
lations in Washington, D.C.

In his new NSF job, Horowitz
will be mainly concerned with the
design, engineering, and construc-
tion of research and science-
education buildings. He will help
evaluate proposals for grants in

aid to support them (NSF pro-
vided 142 grants totalling $29
million in the last fiscal year),
and also will supply up-to-date
information and  consultation

about such buildings.

PEACE CORPS ARCHITECTS

One of the most desperate needs
in underdeveloped nations today
is for architects and planners.
This year, the Peace Corps in
Washington, D.C., has sent 24
architects (and many more archi-
tectural students) abroad to
places like Gabon, Malaya, Peru,
and Liberia—and they are work-
ing hard at their tasks.

In Tunisia, for example, 13
young American architects and
eight draftsmen are working on a
ten-year government housing pro-
gram, helping to fill the gap cre-
ated when French technicians left
the country. In Bangkok, an ear-
nest graduate of Cornell’s School

of Architecture named SUMNER

SHARPE (photo) recently be-
moaned the fact that traditional
Thai architecture was disappear-
ing as local designers came under
the sway of the International
Style. Sharpe’s solution: teaching
Thai builders the value of their
traditional forms. And in Pok-
hara, Nepal, Architect RorLF
Goerz discovered that the sponsor
for new community college facili-
ties was the Nepalese king. Goetz,
whose future client relations seem
assured, fascinated the king with
a take-apart model of the pro-
posed additions, soon obtained
regal backing.

continued on page 16
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NEW YORK PILL FACTORY. Like
his Arts & Architecture building
at Yale, Architect Paul Rudolph’s
new Endo Laboratories, nearing
completion in Garden City, L.I.,
feature concrete walls with a tex-
ture resembling narrow-wale cor-
duroy, created by specially ribbed
wood forms and hand bushham-
mering (right). For added surface
interest, 80 turrets, like the ones
above, ring the perimeter. Con-
tractor: Walter Kidde, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS GEOLoGY. Har-
vard’s Hoffman Laboratory of Ex-
perimental Geology integrates me-
chanical equipment and structure
both vertically and horizontally.

Reinforced concrete beams as
well as perimeter columns are
paired so that various mechanical
services can rtun in the hollow
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spaces between. The top floor was
left open but roofed over the fu-
ture expansion—and is already
being filled in to provide student-
faculty conference rooms and a
lounge. Construction cost: $850,
000. Architects: The Architects
Collaborative. Contractor: The
Wexler Construction Co.

MISSOURI AIRPORT TOWER (be-
low). This oddly striking struc-
ture, which looks like a high-rise
block house, controls traffic at
Kansas City’s new Mid-Continent
International Airport. Above a
recessed base, a shaft 40 feet
square has walls of greenish glass

block which “glow at night and
provide excellent illumination
during the day.” The control
tower itself is cantilevered off the
shaft like a medieval battlement.
Cost: $750,000. Architects & en-
gineers: Cooper, Robison & Carl-
son. Contractor: Sharp Bros.

COLORADO AUDITORIUM (below).
For acoustical reasons, Colorado
State University’s new $150,000
auditorium was designed with a
catenary roof. Made of 4Y%-inch-
thick concrete, the roof is sup-
ported by patterned concrete walls

and, at the ends, by Y-shaped
bents. It is part of a $2.4 million
student center in Fort Collins

designed by Architect James M.
Hunter. Structural engineer: Ib
Falk Jorgenson. Contractor: Han-
sel Phelps Constr. Co.

WAYNE WRIGHT
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TEXAS CHURCH. Natural back-
lighting, brick sidewalls, and Co-
lonial-style seating add an air
of quiet simplicity to Houston’s
new Central Presbyterian Church
(above). A handsome metal screen
by Sculptress J. Lavalle fronts the
choir and organ loft. The exterior
(left) is of brick and limestone
with vertical slit windows at the
end. Cost (including organ):
$900,000. Architects: Wilson, Mor-
ris, Crain & Anderson. General
contractor: Marxen & Son.
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MINNESOTA SPORTS PALACE. The
low, sweeping lines of Ramsey
County’s A