BALTIMORE CHAPTER A. |. A.

T

Y%

June, 1958—No. 58-6

ARCHITECT S

REPORT

PENCILLINGS BY THE WAY

Last month our President, Paul Gaudreau, was travelling extensively In Germany
as guest of the West German Government while your editor was in Mexico, Perv and

Brazil for one of the country's major manufacturing c@H‘E‘?m.{!}h
have been more interesting and stimulating to their purﬁ:lpamp’y
notes printed below to pass on some of their enthusiasm to _owr Fe_ﬁgs.

Germany

Dominant among my impressions was the amaz-
ing amount of reconstruction that has taken place
in the past thirteen years. Cities which had been
practically leveled by bombs, except for the Cathe-
drals and occasional public buildings, were almost
completely rebuilt. Architectural design and con-
struction were of a high standard, incorporating the
best principles of City planning.

In each of the main cities and many small towns,
architects and planners are collaborating to bring
about reconstruction programs in the best traditions
of the past. These cities, known thru the ages for
their charm and picturesque beauty are now facing
the same problem as America, that of vehicular
traffic. During the rush hours, in the capital city of
Bonn, for example, certain narrow streets are closed
to autos, motorcycles and bikes, to be used by
pedestrians only,

A basic difference between most of our cities
and those of West Germany, lies in their downtown
areas. The public, the architect and the planners in
Germany seem determined to retain the charm of
the many small parks, pedestrian malls, open plazas
with attractive sculpture, fountains and comfortable
benches under shady trees. Laws have been passed
to prevent overcrowding the land and the efforts
to expand the “‘green areas'' seem successful.

New housing, from two stories to six, and occa-
sionally huge blocks of fifteen floor apartments, as
in Hamburg, have risen in the downtown areas and
suburbs. Featured are street-level stores in the multi-
floor dwellings, and extensive use of open balconies,
facing pleasant parks and sunny play areas. Even
in the lowest income group housing, the landscaping
and gardens seemed well maintained.

Our tour began in Bonn, with a three-day briefing
session where officials explained the new Govern-

(Continued on page 2)
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What w:ou}l)a u ion be if the long distance
telephone sh Wour office and the voice at
the other end wanted to know how quickly you could
get to Sao Paulo, Brazil? A rather disconcerting
question to say the least. Brazil, the fifth largest
country in the world with the 7th largest population
and Sao Paulo, the fastest growing city in the world
with a current population of 4,500,000 that is
expected to double in the next decade, yet both
country and city are relatively unknown to North
Americans. The answer was abvious and my partner
has been suffering the consequences ever since.

Paulistas are optimistic, energetic and ambitious
people. Their heritage, though basically Latin is,
like ours, tempered by the influences of many other
nationalities and their present ambitions are aimed
at American and German standards.

Sao Paulo, a city that has already celebrated its
400th anniversary is well on its way to becoming
the industrial center of Brazil and South America
and has quadrupled in size during the last twenty
years. Thus it is a city of great contrasts: lovely
colonial baroque buildings surrounded by sky-
scrapers—a new one on every corner, some 45
stories high and yet built of hand-mixed, hand-
tamped concrete and with an absolute minimum of
mechanical equipment; a burgeoning automobile
industry struggling to place its new models along-
side the host of Detroit Vintage 1935 on the limited
number of super-highways and miles of red dirt
“roads’’ which are so inadequate that metropolitan
development is definitely vertical and most travel is
by air. But most of all it is the home of a gay, friendly
and hospitable people with a flare for both working
hard and enjoying life.

As in the U.S.A. a large proportion of the build-
ings are speculative ventures not distinguished for

(Continved on page 2)




GERMANY (Continued from first page)
ment operation, the refugee problem, reconstruc-
tion and housing, the long-range program for the
reunification of Germany, and their country's future
development in close alliance with the U. S. and
the NATO countries.

After visiting the City of Cologne, whose historic
twin-towered Cathedral dominates the skyline, a
five-day stop in the seaport town of Hamburg fea-
tured tours to see, in operation, the master plan
which dictates that 209, of the city shall remain
open ‘‘green space’’, including an inner harbor for
small craft, restaurants and parks in the heart of
downtown.

The national laws prohibiting road-side bill-
boards, was evidenced on our remarkably com-
fortable 10-hour train ride south to Bavaria, where
no signs interfered with the superlative view of
precisely patterned farmland, villages nestled in the
green valleys, the ever dominant church tower rising
above the red tiled roofs of the pleasantly huddled
houses.

In the cultural center of Munich, where the pace
of reconstruction seemed slower than in the industrial
north, it was exciting to see 14-year old apprentice
artists and wood carvers working beside their mas-
ters in the restoration of medieval palaces and
public buildings.

Painting, sculpture and mosaic work, ai the
public's insistence, are given government support
in Germany, by the law requiring that all public
buildings, including schools, housing, government
structures and park projects, have at least two per-
cent of their construction cost budget allocated to
fine arts.

Thru the famous university town of Heidelberg,
we proceeded to the commercial center of Stuttgart
where the German economy seems to be at an
exceptionally high level, and the architectural design
of the new city hall was outstanding.

The nearby city of Ulm, features a cathedral with
the highest church tower in the world, 529 feet
above the spacious pedestrian plaza at its entrance.

Hannover, the next major stop, is host each year
to a 10-day industrial fair, rivalling the World's Fair
in Brussels, for buyers and business men from all
nations.

At the Interbau in West Berlin, is a new community
for 10,000, designed by leading architects from
Europe, South America and the United States. A
symphony concert in the American designed Berlin
Congress Hall was a memorable experience.

In a U. S. Army bus, we toured several miles inside
Russian-controlled East Berlin to see the one short
street of marble faced commercial and apartment
buildings, only to be driven behind them to view
the areas where reconstruction is practically non-
existent.

Frankfurt, our last city, after flying back from
West Berlin, offered us the opportunity to view the
exceptionally charming housing and commercial

development, newly erected around the old cathe-
dral, where cars park under the grassed terraces
and each courtyard offers a new and exciting vista.

More than the amazing post-war reconstruction,
the praise-worthy city planning, charming downtown
parks and pedestrian malls, | felt that the German
churches made the most significant impression on
me during the entire tour.

As we visited scores of medieval Cathedrals and
churches, from the Romanesque, Gothic, Renais-
sance and Baroque periods, spanning over a thou-
sand years, it was relieving to observe that through

- the storms of warfare, these great German artistic

achievements have remained relatively untouched
and unharmed. To me they are symbols of the finest
creative forces of that country.

And in the new towns and reconstructed areas
where housing developments are being erected in
a well designed and varied pattern, the church is
still the center of the community, with its strikingly
beautiful bell tower dominating the skyline. And the
interiors of the churches of all faiths seem to follow
the centuries old traditions of depicting the best
artistic and architectural talent of which those in-
dustrious and charmingly hospitable people are
capable.

PAUL L. GAUDREAU, President

BRAZIL (Continued from first page)

their architectural merit. However, the standard of
design even in this field is considerably higher than
in Baltimore. Although all multi-story buildings have
an aura of regimentation and repetition, in Brazil
each building will have its own personality, de-
veloped from modern concrete usage. No attempt
is made to ‘‘colonialize” the entrance or to hoist
details of yesteryear up to the 25th floor.

As the city has grown like topsy the work of such
architects as Costa, Niemeyer, Mindlin, Castro
Mello, Rino Levi, Cerqueira Cesar must be sought
out, which was difficult to do in the short time avail-
able. However, from what | did see it is obvious that
such men are not only highly competent architects
but probably better artists than their North Ameri-
can counterparts. In fact, it would seem that their
basic approach to design is that of a sculptor as
they put tremendous emphasis first, on the composi-
tion and juxtaposition of masses and shapes and
secondly, on external textures and color. To achieve
the desired results they have become true masters
of their favorite material—reinforced concrete.
Ordinary rectangular framing has been refined be-
yond anything imagined here, cantilevers become
fantastic and curves are almost more commonplace
than straight lines. (To forestall any cynical criticism
it should be pointed out that the highly publicized
collapse of a building in Rio this year was due to
bad soil conditions and lack of test boring data and
not structural failure.)

Besides the universal use of concrete other trade-
marks of Brazilian architecture are the ever present




“pilotis™ (stilts) that raise buildings off the ground,
sometimes as much as 30 feet, the handsome murals
in the lobbies of public and semi-public buildings
and the "brise-soleil”" which can be anything from
a fixed louver to a delicate hollow tile grille pattern.

From Sao Paulo, a relatively ugly city with little
planning and organization, we went to the really
beautiful capital city of Rio. Just like any other
capital its handsome buildings, both new and old,
are quite evident and the old suffer by comparison
to the new ones by LeCorbusier, the Roberts Brothers,
Lucio Costa, Roza and Niemeyer, some of which,
such as the famous Ministry of Education are already
more than twenty years old! But nature is the chief
architect of Rio as she forced it to string out along
its five blue bays, backed it up by an almost vertical
rise of 3000 feet only a half mile from the water and
then added the 1200 foot high Sugar Loaf as an
accent in the middle of the water and composition.

To the investor who wants to expand his already
large empire, to the discouraged who wants to start
over, to the tourist who wants, for a change, to visit
a land with apparently unlimited future, we recom-

mend a look at BRAZIL.
GWL, Editor

Walters Art Gallery

"Believing that such a commission as proposed by the
Baltimore Chapter of the American Institute of Architects can
render valuable service to the City of Baltimore in its efforts
to preserve the beauty of Mount Vernon Place,”” Mayor
D'Alesandro has, with the approval of the Trustees of the
Walters Art Gallery, appointed the MOUNT YERNON PLACE
ARCHITECTURAL ADVISORY COMMISSION to function with
the following members:—Three Corporate members of the
American Institute of Architects, Messrs. D. K. Este Fisher,
Jr., Richard W. Ayers, and Francis Taliaferro; one member
of the American Institute of Planners, Mr. Richard L. Steiner;
and one member of the Society of Architectural Historians,
Dr. Phoebe Stanton, Ph.D. (Mrs. Danlel J.). By the time you
read this, the first meeting of the Commission will have been
held, and a permanent Chairman appointed.

Chapter News

Members:—We are pleased to announce that two as-
soclate members have now advanced to Corporate Mem-
bership; viz., George C. Jacaobs, of the firm of Weber and
Jacobs; and Arthur G. Wildberger, Jr., who Is assoclated
with the firm of Turpin, Wachter & Associates. New Assocliate
members are Alfred A. Calcagni, (Cochran, Stephenson &
Wing); Richard C. Gay, (office of James R. Edmunds, Jr., and
son of Richard B. Gay, of that same office); Calvin Kern
Kobsa (Meyer & Ayers, and formerly assistant to Morris R.
Baker of the Baltimore County Board of Education).

One of our members, J. Prentiss Browne, recently gave an
illustrated talk on contemporary architecture to supplement
the studies of art and architecture at the Roland Park Country
School. Slides were obtained from the A. I. A. Library In
Washington and were In color. The talk was confined to
simple explanations of work done by some of the prominent
practicing architects, and outlined some of the types of con-
struction and materials used today. The students showed real
interest and enthusiasm and asked many pertinent questions.

One of our Emeritus members, John H. Scarff, a Fellow
in the AlIA, is the co-author with Rosamond R. Beirne, of o
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book entitled ““WILLIAM BUCKLAND 1733-1774—Architect
of Virginia and Maryland"’, which will be ready for distribu-
tion this Fall. It Is hoped that many of our members will
wish to have a copy in their library, and that the Chapter
office also may have one for display and reference.

The Chapter now has a membership in the N.C.A.R.B. If
anyone has dealings with or difficulties in registering in
another State, the Chapter may be able to assist.

Amended Building Regulations:—Mr. Raughley L.
Porter, Building Inspection Engineer, Department of Public
Works for Baltimore, has sent the Chapter Office coples on
MASONRY VENEER ON NON-MASONRY WALLS—No. 10;
and BONDING OF SOLID AND FACED MASONRY WALLS
—No. 11; both dated June 6, 1958. A copy Is available In
the Chapter office or may be had direct from Mr. Porter's
office.

Delegates to the National A.l.A. Convention to be
held In Cleveland, in July, are as follows—Messrs. Alex-
ander S. Cochran, Paul L. Gaudreau, John C. Somers, Jr.,
Kenneth H. Schramm, Van Fossen Schwab and G. W. Locke.

We Shall Return . . .

. . . same spirit—new form

Having started six years ago as a mimeographed sheet
we have now completed the second stage in our career as
an accepted and, we are led to believe, much imitated
monthly public relations editorial newspaper, we are now
ready to blossom forth as a full fledged quarterly magazine
in September attempting to show the public the high quality
of work that is being done by the architects of the Baltimore-
Woashington area. This Is a major effort for the benefit of the
profession on the part of the Chapter and will entail con-
siderable work on the part of our members, as it already has
just to get it to the starting line. We whole-heartedly solicit
your help and cooperation to make it a success.

Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond our control
it will be impossible for us to continue with the printing house
—FRENCH-BRAY—that has done such a good job of our
printing heretofore. More often than not their cooperation
has been beyond the call of duty and a great deal of the
quality of our publication has been due to them. At this
time it is very much in order for us to thank Messrs. Conkling
and Depkin and Mrs. Wright for taking such a keen interest
in the “"Report" and to commend FRENCH-BRAY on their fine
organization. We look forward to working with them again
in the future.

URGENT . . . In order to have a complete set of all the
issues of the ARCHITECTS' REPORT, we would appreciate a
loan or gift of two missing issues—52-4 and 52-6 October
and December, 1952, respectively. Our copies will be bound
and placed in the Chapter Library for all to use. Can you
locate them for us?




ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

“We appreciate the confidence of our advertisers in the 'Report’ as o medium to serve their needs. We
trust thal our professional readers will reciprocate by calling on these specialists in their respective fields."

Producers’ Council, Inc,

Baltimore Chapter. VA 3-7674
Nat'l Org. of Bldg. Materials
and Equipment

Contractars

BALTIMORE CONTRACTORS, INC.
711 5. Central Ave. (2) BR 6-2800

General Contraciors

COGSWELL CONSTRUCTION €O.

513 Park Ave. (1) MU 5-7231
Builders - Appraisers

CUMMINS-HART CONSTRUCTION CO.

318 Wyndhurst Ave. (10) HO 7-1100
Indusirial Construction
Appraisers - Builders

CONSOLIDATED ENGINEERING CO.,
INC.
20 E. Franklin 51 (2) MU 5-7500

General Contractors

THOMAS HICKS & SONS, INC.
106 W. Madison SI. (1) MU 5-3430
Builders for three generations

LACCHI CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

2023 Maryland Ave. (18) BE 5-1795
General Contractors since 1918

JOHN McSHAIN, INC.

3501 Sinclair Lane (13) EA 7-2421
Buildars

MORROW BROTHERS, INC.

2315 N. Charles S1. (18) BE 5-8390
Contractors and Engineers since 1890

PIRACCI CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

2552 Woodbrook Ave. (17) MA 3-2727
General Contractors

WILLIAM H. SANDS, INC.

704 York Rd., Towson (4) YA 3-1441
Builders and General Contractors

Paving

DRUMMOND & CO., INC.

Pikesville (8) HU 6-7900
Roads and Green Plastic Tennis Courts

Hilj and Masonry

ARUNDEL-BROOKS CONCRETE CORP.

921 5. Wolfe St. (31) EA 7-8200
Pre-Mixed Concrete

BALTIMORE BRICK COMPANY

3200 E. Madison St. (5) OR 5-0260
Brick - Clazed Tile - Glass Blocks

BURNS & RUSSELL COMPANY

Bayard & Severn Sts. (30) Gl 5-0720
Spectra-Glase Products

HARRY T. CAMPBELL SONS' CORP.
Towson (4) YA 3-7000

Quarrymen - Contractors

MARIETTA CONCRETE CORPORATION
Pulaski Hwy. & Race Rd. (21)

MU 7-5200
Wall Panels - Block - Precast Concrete

¥. PATURZO BRO. & SON, INC.
800 M. Haven St. (5) BR 6-2731

“Pas™ Concrete Products

Doors and Windows

FENESTRA, INCORPORATED

1919 St Paul St. (18) HO 7-8868
Steel Windows - Doors - Bldg. Pansls

MODERN DOORS, INC.
2110 N. Charles St. (18) HO 7-9405
Modernfold Doors

PELLA SALES COMPANY

5005 Harford Rd. (14) CL 4-2190
Pslla Doors - Windows - Rolsersens

THE J. D. SLAUGHTER CO.

2301 N. Charles St. (18) BE 5-4161
Windows - Curtain Walls - Panels -
Steel Deck

SOUTHERN SASH & DOOR CO.
2523 Penna. Ave. [17) MA 3-8555
Distributers: Slideview - Ware - Marmet

Glass

ART PLATE GLASS & MIRROR CORP.

1331 5. Monroe St. (30) GI 5-1700
Distributors - Glass & Metal
Contractors - Fabricators

PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS CO.

400 N. Holliday St. (3) LE 9-3000
Manufacturers of GClass & Paints

Hardware

ALBERT GUNTHER, INC,

36 W. Biddle St. (1) VE 7-7437
Contract Hardware Service

MacCARTHY COMPANY, INC.

111 E. 25th St. (18) HO 7-9300
Builders Hardware - Metal Doors

G. T. BECKSTROM, INC.

516 Chestnut Hill Ave. (18) TU 9-5488
Commercial and Industrial Painting and
Sandblasting

KUEHNLE-WILSON OF MD., INC,

622 N. Calvert St. (2) MU 5-3510
Painting - Building Cleaning - Poiating -
Sandblasting - Waterprosfing

General Building Materials

THE ARUNDEL CORPORATION
Pier 2, Pratt Street (2) PL 2-7120

Sand « Gravel - Stone + Blast Furnace
Slag

JOHN H. HAMPSHIRE, INC.

330 W. 24th St (11) HO 7-3970
Plastering - Flooring « Acousticel

Ceilings « Roof Decks - Partitiona

Building Specialties

AMERICAN SHADE COMPANY

815 N. Howard 51. (1) VE 7-5891
Window Shades - Venetian Blinds -
Columbia Aluminum Screens

BELSINGER SIGN WORKS, INC.
1300-10 Bayard St. (30) Gl 5-5666
Naon - Electrical - Porcelain + Stainless
Signs or Leiters

THE LAWRENCE FALLON COMPANY

105 E. Saraloga St. (2) SA 7-2282
Signs - Tablets « Letters - Cold Leaf -
Bronse « Aluminum - Stainless

NATIONAL REFRIGERATION CO., INC.

2903 Grindon Ave. (14) HA 6-5223
Commercial Kitchen & Cafeteria
Refrigeration - Bar Equipmens

SELBY, BATTERSBRY & CO.
2125 Maryland Ave. (18)
TU 9-6213-14-15
Vitro-Glase & Vinyl Walls, Traffic
Rearing Roof Decks, Troweled &
Conductive Floors

THE STEINER-FULTON CO.
1813-17 Pierce St (23) ED 6-1310
Partitions « Ornamental Aluminum -
Shewer Doors

Steel Products

THE MARYLAND STEEL PRODUCTS
co.

P. O. Box 1997 (3) MU 5-4110
Structural Steal and Ornamental Work

RINK BUILDING SYSTEMS, INC.

3513 Wash. Blvd. (27) CI 2-6740-41
Butler Steel Bldgs. « Corrulux « Fiberglas
Insulation - Infra-red Heaters

Carpentry and Millwork

CONRAD PROTZMAN, INC.

8 W. West 51, (30) LE 9-1063
Third Ceneration of
Fine Cabinet Makers

RODDIS PLYWOOD - MaclEA LUMBER

506 S. Central Ave. (3) SA 7-2761
Roddiseraft Arechitectural Doors -
Plywood - Partitions

S. PLYWOOD CORP.

6519 Quad Ave. (5) Dickens 2-8800
Plywood « Doors - Partlilions
Allied Products

C. O. WURZBERGER & SONS

2601 Annapolis Ave. (30) GI 5-1111
Millwork Acceptabla to All Architscta
This is our 50tk Year.

Insurance

VICTOR O. SCHINNERER & CO,, INC.

Investment Bldg., D, C. (3) RE 7-1929
Professional Liability Insurance for
Architects & Engineers

Plumbing, Heating, Electrical

AMERICAN-STANDARD

5005 Holabird Ave. (24) DI 2-0400
Mjg. Plumbing, Heating, Cooling

HENRY O. BERMAN €O., INC.

10-12 E. Lombard St. (2) LE 9-7002
Sounds Systems - Dial X Telephones
“There Is Nothing Finer Than A
Stromberg-Carlson.”™

LLOYD E. MITCHELL, INC.

4650 Reisterstown Rd. (15) LI 2-1241
Plumbing - Heating - Air Conditioning -
Acoustical - Sheet Metal - Plastering

THE MORRIS ENGINEERING COMPANY
813 N. Calvert St. (2) SA 7-5388
Industrial and Commercial Ol Burning
Systems

POWER & COMBUSTION, INC.
219 E. 25th St (18) HO 7-4329
Indusirial Boiler Room Equipment

RIGGS DISTLER & COMPANY, INC.
216 N. Calvert 5. (2) SA 7-6543
Air Conditioning - Plumbing -
Heating - Electrical

TAZE & HEWITY

33 E. 215t St. (18) BE 5-5895-6
Commercial - Industrial « Heating -
Fentilating Equipmaent

Engineering-Testing

THE JOHN R. ETLAR COMPANY
P. O. Box B, Lutherville, Md.
YA 51323

Steam Power Plants - Acceptance Tests
Conducted - Combustion Engrs.

RAYMOND CONCRETE PILE COMPANY

1111 Merc. Tr. Bldg. (2) PL 2-7074
Cow Soil Test Borings & Pils
Foundations

Special Services

BALTIMORE DUPLICATING SERVICE

7 St Paul St. (2) LE 9-0674
Complete Duplicating Services -
Specifications

GARDENS BLUE PRT. & PHOTO PRT.
€O., INC.
419 5t Paul Place (2) LE 9-2763
2118 Maryland Ave. (18) HO 7-9385

SECRETARIAL SERVICE

2317 Maryland Ave. (18) HO 7-5713
Specifications - Typed - Mimeographed -
Bound

SOUTHERN GALVANIZING COMPANY

1620 Bush St. (30) GI 5-7711
Hot-Dip Calvanising & Metallising

MARIE VEDITZ
2 E. Lexington S1. (2) SA 7-1380

Typing - Duplicating Specifications -
Binding

Printed by French-Bray Co., Baltimore, Md.




