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HOLLAND PLASTICS IS

&

A FLY-BY-NITE OPERATION

. .« . and, if you don’t believe it, call us late some afternoon about a

special insulation problem. We’'ll jump in our Twin Comanche

and be in your office next morning/ Holland Plastics Company

is gaining a reputation, fast, for solving difficult insulating T !'
problems with its THERMCO® expanded polystyrene insulation _‘ Lk
board. There are peasons: first, because the engineers ar

- Holland are highly creative, always looking for 'a ‘better way;

second, is our willingness to give personalized servicé where

and when our clients need it; and third, because of our

honest belief (independent laboratory tests confirm this).

that THERMCO is the most consistent high quality product

its kind on the market today. We’d like to talk to you

about THERMCO and how it can save your clienis money

through better, longer lasting insulation, Of course, we fly

by day, too, so don’t hesitate to call us in the morning for an

afternoon session. If yeu’re in no special hurry for:a eonsultation,

drop us a line for details and samples . . . or'look us.up in Sweet’s.

HOLLAND PLASTICS COMPANY

Gilman, loewa

Makers of expanded polystyrene for insulation, packaging and flotation. i

CowlL FLAFPE OFPEN AY

ML TINEE OR sQvEd

POt O omaiw tamuy
Emaemr gasen cont
LA

: -
LD Sran o
Fiavg gy




HAYDITE BLOCKS
offer 10 advantages

LIGHT WEIGHT—approximately Y3 lighter than ordinary con-
crete. Reduces deadload without sacrificing strength.

STRENGTH—in excess of Federal and ASTM specifications and
local building code requirements.

FIRE RESISTANCE—manufactured at temperatures in excess
of 2,000° F., Haydite aggregate produces a block of unusually
high fire resistance.

UNIFORMITY—in size, texture and color for accuracy and
beauty.

ACOUSTICS—are improved by the cellular structure of the
aggregate and the texture of the block. Approximate Noise Re-
duction Coefficient is 0.45.

Haydite blocks manufactured from Carter-
Waters Haydite, produced in lowa, are avail-
able fram more than 40 lowa plants. For com--
plete information contact your local plant
or write to—

difference in concrete
starts with the aggregate

2440 Pennway

THERMAL INSULATION—the U factor (average) on 8" Haydite
blocks is 0.35 and on 127, 0.32.

NAILABLE—nails can be driven in Haydite blocks to save time
and money in many applications.

DURABLE—Haydite blocks have passed laboratory tests of 100
cycles of freezing and thawing without visible damage or
loss of weight.

PAINTABILITY—the chemically inert composition of Haydite
eliminates paint discoloration by rust or other chemical
reactions.

ATTRACTIVE—a pleasing texture and natural gray color suit-
able for many applications without further treatment.

Producers of Haydite
aggregate at Center-
ville, lowa, and New
Market, Missouri.

GRand 1-2570



v:’!/ \’(\"‘.)

Pl

CHAMPAIGN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Champaign, lllinois

ARCHITECT:
ATKINS, BARROW & GRAHAM, INC.
102 E. Main Street

Urbana, lllinois
Photography: Gliessman Studio

Precast exposed aggregate sculptured wall panels.

MIDWEST CONCRETE INDUSTRIES
WEST DES MOINES, IOWA

lowa Agents: Swanson-Gentleman Inc., Des Moines.




10
The

OFFICERS

W. David Frevert, A.IA.
Des Moines
President
Edward H. Healey, A 1.A.
Cedar Rapids
1st Vice President
James A. Lynch, A.LA.
Des Moines
2nd Vice President
Thomas C. Porter, A.LA.
Des Moines
Secretary
William V. Hukill, A.LA.
Cedar Rapids
Treasurer

PUBLICATIONS
COMMITTEE

Carl Ver Steeg, A.LA.
Chairman

Russell Parks

Richard N. McMullin

Harold Bullington

James Champion

EDITOR

Carl Ver Steeg, A.LA.
1200 Grand
West Des Moines

DISTRICT EDITORS

Robert Broshar, A.LA.
G. D. Germanson, A.LA.
Howard Heemstra,A.I.A.
Thomas P. Reilly, ALA.
Donald McGinn, A.LA.
Charles W. DeKovic, Jr.
Donald Luethje

MANAGING EDITOR

Robert F. Bonomi

422 Securities Bldg.
Des Moines, Iowa 50309
Tele. (515) 282-4309

WA

face

CHITECT

areh i n

of i tecture | owa
SCHOOLS ISSUE
November-December 1964 Volume XI Number 5
CONTENTS
A Three-Dimensional Library I 6
The Frontier in School Design is Where You Find 1t g8
Seven Schools . . .. ... . -9
Combatting Ugliness in America s .15
Locke Announces Convention Plans S — 20
News o ) . e e O 22
Iowa Architect to Come Out on Quarterly Basis I 25
Directory of Advertisers . T 26

£

Cover: Longfellow Elementary School, Des Moines, lIowa, by Russell and Lynch
Architects, Des Moines.

The “lowa Architect” is the official publication of the Ilowa Chapter, The American Institute
of Architects, and is published bi-monthly. The annual subseription rate is $8.50 per year.
Appearance of names and pictures of products or services in editorial or advertising copy does
not constitute endorsement by either the A.ILA. or this chapter. Information regarding adver-
tising rates and subscriptions may be obtained from the office of the Chapter, 422
Securities Building, Des Moines, Iowa, 50809. National Representative: Peter Bovis Associates.




A 3-Dimensional Library

BY MRS. HILDA WOMACK

Mrs. Womack is Cataloger for the Department of
Library and Audio-Visual Services of the Des Moines
Independent School District, and in the following brief
article points out that today’s school library with its
expanded functions is not only a learning center but
is the preparation center for learning materials used
outside the library.

A school librarian is rarely an architect—an architect
is rarely a librarian. Yet the cooperation and training of
each profession is necessary for the creation of func-
tional libraries. A school librarian cannot be an expert
on the structural strains and stresses of architectural
design, but he should have a wide and varied knowl-
edge of instructional materials, the needs of students
and faculties, the physical needs of the library, and
the traffic of activities which will be centered there.

The libraries of today, yesterday, and tomorrow are
no longer to be interpreted as warehouses for books.
Libraries are becoming Instructional Materials Centers
with definite teaching programs and services.

An Instructional Materials Center will include a work
area for producing and cataloging materials which are
needed for the instructional program, an audio-visual
materials and service area, and a library. The library
will include a reference and reading room, conference
rooms, listening and viewing areas for student and
faculty use of audio-visual materials, and a classroom
for the use of teachers and librarians for units of
study in coordination with library research.!

Production of Instructional Materials

Faculties are reproducing or making material for
classroom use in every school. These include trans-
parencies, slides, art work, pictures, maps, and charts,
as well as those materials produced by duplicating and
offset printing or photographic equipment. Well-
developed centers have trained personnel to produce,
catalog, and file materials for special units of instruc-
tion. By placing the equipment, supplies, and person-
nel necessary for the production and storage of these
materials in one area, faculties have better access to
a wider variety and amount of material and are able
to devote more time to the selection of material and
to instruction.

The area for production will also house film, film-
strip, and slide projectors; tape and phonograph equip-
ment; opaque and overhead projectors and equipment
necessary for their repair and service.

The Library

The library in an Instructional Materials Center will
be adjacent to, or combined with the audio-visual ma-
terials and services area and the materials center.
Some library Materials Centers plan on the daily use
of their facilities by 30 percent or more of their student
enrollment. Traffic patterns will need to be set up for
individual student and teacher, group, and classroom
use of the library. The current emphasis upon in-
dependent study and team teaching will require more
attention to these facets of library usage.
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Library facilities now include, in addition to the
standard tables and chairs, independent study carrels,
or carrels for the use of programmed learning mate-
rials and listening and viewing units. Conference rooms
become small classrooms for independent and group
research where students can use library materials
and facilities.

The professional library for the faculty includes
books and non-book materials and access to an area
for the screening of films, filmstrips, slides, etc., for
units of study. Some library plans include an area
large enough for class viewing and instruction as well
as teacher use of these facilities.

Good-to-average libraries will have a basic book col-
lection of 10 volumes per pupil with an annual addition
according to student enrollment. Periodicals are also
valuable reference tools and will be stored for five
years or more, depending upon individual school
policy. Students and faculties should be able to secure
books, pamphlets, periodicals, newspapers, films, film-
strips, tapes, slides, microfilm, teaching machines and
programs, and all other material necessary for units of
study through their library.

In order that maximum use can be made of these
materials, adequate files and shelves for book and non-
book materials and the equipment to use these mat-
rials will be necessary. Special book shelves and tables
are necessary for periodical indexes, atlases, diction-
aries, and maps. Special files and shelves are also
needed for vertical file and audio-visual materials.
These need to be designed for the physical needs of
students and will vary according to their age groups
and eye levels. Long range planning and goals are
vitql to the successful design and use of school lib-
raries.

The Standards for School Libraries? and a recent
article on library design3 will be valuable tools for
architects in determining the needs of school library
facilities.

The libraries of tomorrow are being developed
today through Instructional Materials Centers. Im-
provements in educational materials, equipment, and
techniques are being made continuously through educa-
tional research. Libraries will need to develop accord-
ing to this changing media and research. We cannot
teach a young person all he needs to know to prepare
him for his future adult world, particularly since we
cannot forsee all of the technological, scientific, and
socialogical changes which will be a part of his world.
We can introduce him to materials, show him methods
of research and study, and teach him to think inde-
pendently. Given these ingredients, he can continue
to find out about himself and his world no matter what
changes are made.
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NEW WOOD HANDRAILS with
an aluminum core substructure
are furnished as a complete unit
by Blumcraft. The solid walnut
wood, with a natural hand-
rubbed oil finish, is bonded
to the aluminum at Blumcraft's
factory. This new railing concept
combining wood and metal is
trademarked RAILWOOD*

Complete 1964 catalogue avail-

able from Blumcraft of Pittsburgh,

460 Melwood St., Pittsburgh 13, Pa.

*Trademark © 1964 Blumcraft of Pittsburgh




The Frontier in School Design is Where You Find It —
Usually in the Elementary School

BY STANTON LEGGETT

Dr. Stanton Leggett, prominent educational consul-
tant with the firm of Englehardt, Englehardt, and Leg-
gett, Purdy Station, New York, has spurred a lot of
good school design. His grasp of the technical aspects
of school design extends much beyond what one not
familiar with the term “educational consultant” might
expect. This can be testified to by the architects, educa-
tors, and boards of education who receive his counsel.
His advice might concern anything from area per stu-
dent to how large a site should be, but one thing is
most certain: those who work with him are unlikely
to persist very long in holding on to any comfortable
and convenient modes of thinking they may have
adopted.

While it may appear simple and unchallenging to
the architect to deal with elementary school, in reality
under the apparently undisturbed surface is a richly
complex notion of education, where the opportunities
to make substantial contributions to creative design
are rarely tapped. I do not refer here to carpeting or
movable partitions or other current status symbols, but
rather to those rare design elements which make
teachers a bit uncomfortable in routine and which open
doors but do not force teachers into more effective
ways of dealing with young people.

There is ferment in the elementary school introduced
by really new subject matter ranging from linguistics
to language, foreign-oral; from sets to psi. The concept
of the elementary school as filling some of the void
of the “culturally deprived;” of taking over some sub-
ject matter forced out of and refined from the high
school; and, basically, as serving as the foundation on
which fundamental change in the upper schools is
wrought, all help to focus on the frontier—the school
for young children.

There are, from among a large variety of points, a
series of ideas with real impact upon design. One man’s
selection of these ideas follows :

1. The notion of what can and should be taught
very young children—kindergarten and nursery levels
—is being challenged from two points of view. One
research finding is that much more difficult material
can be taught many young children fruitfully. The
other consideration, far-reaching in impact if true, is
that some of the void left when society creates a de-
prived group can be filled by a carefully contrived
school program for two or three or four year olds. If
this latter idea is correct, it may be one of the truly
revolutionary concepts of modern times with results
so far-reaching that the full implications do not truly
occur to us.

Suffice it to point out the work in Switzerland deal-
ing with the education of very young children which
points to the ability of such children to absorb and un-
derstand material of considerable difficulty if the ideas
are presented in the context of the students’ experi-
enced background.

8

On the second point, research in the problem of
dealing with Negro ghettos in the large city has high-
lighted the importance of the school for three or four
year olds providing children who have what can only
charitably be called negative backgrounds or family
environments some of the components of the “WASP"
or culturally dominant environment. Some of the early
experimentation is most heartening. 1 fervently hope
that this approach will provide some leverage on the
problem of education in the neglected areas of the
large city. Perhaps we may need to learn techniques
to parallel the ordinary school program and that can
continue the impact of ideas and values started in the
work with the very young.

Any elementary school should have provisions for
education of three and four year olds if society’s role
in helping children of limited family background is to
be effectuated.

2. The intellectual content of the elementary school
program is changing faster than the teachers. The
“new” math is with teachers and parents. Perhaps the
best thing that has happened to the schools in a gen-
eration or so has been the development of a situation
where father cannot understand his third grade son’s
math homework. Science has moved ahead rapidly as
the rigid secondary school science pattern has been
broken under the twin impacts of the scientific revolu-
tion and the TV science programs. Pushing along are
developments in teaching of foreign languages in the
elementary schools, the impending revolutions in
grammar and understanding of language, and, above
all, the basic reorganization of schools to attempt to
deal directly with such sophisticated ideas as ‘“how to
think” or independent study or development of values.
The fact that such ideas may be of concern to elemen-
tary schools is in itself revolutionary.

In truth, this point which illustrates the increasing
complexity and difficulty of the ideas that are dealt
with in the elementary school illustrates the first point
and raises most interesting notions of how to organize
the school.

3. The school organization will be affected by the
changes since it becomes clear that not all elementary
teachers can teach conceptual mathematics, the new
grammar, or foreign languages, although I have seen
some try. It is probably a truism that at times when
knowledge is exploding, in self defense we must be-
come more specialized in order to deal with the knowl-
edge. In times of stability of knowledge, there is often a
trend toward the bringing together of knowledges and
the synthesis of ideas. It seems a reasonable hypothesis
that the self-contained classroom in which one teacher
teaches all subjects will be modified so that teachers
expertise in specific and appropriate areas may be
utitilized.

There are many organizational variations, each of
which makes its own demand upon space. The notion
of a portion, perhaps half, of the student’s school day
spent in a classroom at a grade level with one teacher
in social studies and literature dominate the program
while the remainder of the day may be ungraded and

(Continued on Page 18)




SACRED HEART ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
FORT DODGE, IOWA

Maiwurm-Wiegman Architects, Fort Dodge

The classroom element at the right, of two-story con-
struction to conserve land on a limited site, connects to
an element consisting of gymnasium, locker, cafeteria,
and stage facilities. The kitchen and stage are between
the gymnasium and cafeteria in order that a school hot
lunch or a church supper may be served with equal
ease. The school is master-planned for future expan-
sion within the next 5 years, and its 27,800 sq. ft. were
built for $335,464.

Seven Schools

BERGMAN




ST. JOSEPH’S GRADE SCHOOL

KEY WEST, IOWA
Donald P. McGinn, Architect,
Dubuque

Classroom clusters are grouped
along a glass-enclosed corridor, each
cluster having its own heating sys-
tem. A separate cluster houses the
other functions shown in the plan,
and the focal point of the design is
the low-walled court shown in the
cut. Three more classroom clusters
are planned for the future. The cost
of the 12,800 sq. ft. building was
$145,000.



rAmKING  LOT —

14 0 \
. e i SR tith i ™ vestisuce ]| | |
T T '
orraia
t - T I — 3
] ag I -
| wiiete
] i | sawn | cumien | e cic S ey | ] [
1 - 19 1 = ks o) T e — OB
H 2 —— == PR omn s = B Caarhopedy - J
1 s g e ST e e Hy A o i | (B 1 ) e = P
f v - T g
i | e r
! '-—- . 4
! e |
i i
anmon | csmon | cmmn | crmmn | S | o | e e s |
i
i |
FLOOR PLAN
s W e T | [ | |
i ST e i 5= —x 4
[ =a | =8 N E— -
R
A5

VISTOR ARG FASULTT  mAme

HIGHLAND COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

RIVERSIDE, IOWA
Louis C. Kingscott & Associates, Inc.

Davenport

Designed for a rural site, the facility will accomo-
date 450 to 500 students wutilizing 18 teaching stations.
Its design is such that it may be expanded to accomo-
date future growth. A Cafetorium is the central ele-
ment of the design, around which are placed the sever-
al well-zoned areas of activity shown in the plan.
Between the cafetorium and gymnasium is a stage com-
mon to both functions. The 45,600 sq. ft. building cost
$544,986.
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REMSEN-UNION COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
REMSEN, IOWA

Smith-Voorhees-Jensen, Architects Associated
Sioux City

A concourse receives the principle traffic of the
building and moves it to the primary elements shown
in the plan. A combination auditorium and cafeteria
is divided by a motorized partition, the folding of
which enables the auditorium to increase its capacity
from 300 to 500 seats. Adjacent to the concourse at the
main entrance is an outdoor study and relaxation area.
The 45,900 sq. ft. building was built for $616,000
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JOHN F. KENNEDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DUBUQUE, IOWA
Donald P. McGinn, Architect, Dubuque

Designed for 360 elementary students and 120 kin-
dergarten students, the school is situated on a 10-acre
site. The multi-purpose room and adjacent functions
shown in the plan form a core which is surrounded by
a corridor off which the classrooms, administrative
suite, and kindergarten are placed, the latter having |
a large landscaped play area. The cost of the 32,400 sq. |
ft. building was $437,000.



RED OAK HIGH SCHOOI
RED OAK, IOWA

Smith-Voorhees-Jensen, Architects Associated
Des Moines

Built on a 30-acre tract of the northern edge of Red
Oak, the building utilizes a modified campus plan. The
largest rectangular unit contains classrooms and ad-
ministrative facilities, the other rectangular unit con-
tains cafeteria, kitchen, and shop facilities, and the
domed structures contain physical education and fine
arts facilities. Total cost of the building: $1,200,000.

>

HILLSBORO HIGH SCHOOL
HILLSBORO, WISCONSIN

Durrant and Bergquist, Architects, Dubuque

Designed for a maximum enrollment of 600 students,
this high school has six junior high classrooms and a
total of 24 teaching stations. One and two-story con-
struction on a sloping site allows grade separation of
the bus-unloading entrance and the public entrance.
74,300 sq. ft. were built for a total cost of $869,193.



Combating Ugliness in America

AN ADDRESS BY ARTHUR GOULD ODELL, JR., FAIA
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
President, The American Institute of Architects

Presented at the seventy-second annual convention
of the United States Savings and Loan League, Conven-
tion Hall. Miami Beach, Florida, on November 12, 1964.

1 consider the task of appearing before you today
an awesome one. I know, for example, that the current
assets of America’s savings and loan business are well
over 100 billion dollars. I know also that savings and
loan associations provide nearly half of all the non-
farm mortgages in this country. And I am aware that
the approximately 5,100 associations which hold mem-
bership in the United States Savings and Loan League
represent 97 percent of the total assets in this business.
These are awesome statistics. Confronted by them, I
wonder what effect the voice of one architect can have
on a group which represents one of the most vital and
important forces in American life. I am grateful, how-
ever, that you have invited me here and that you have
asked me to discuss ugliness in America. This is a sign
that you not only are aware that ugliness exists, but
that you are interested in exploring the role that you
can play in helping to combat it.

I assume it is not necessary for me to spell out in
detail the present condition of our country’s environ-
ment: the crushing ugliness and monotony of so many
of our American towns and cities; a condition which
dulls our minds, depresses our spirits, and often flat-
tens our pocketbooks. I am sure that you are all aware
of the elements which, added together, make up
America’s well-deserved reputation of having the ugli-
est cities in the world—such elements as mammoth
billboards, cheaply remodeled storefronts, rudely flash-
ing signs shouting for attention, traffic jams, overhead
electric service lines and transformers multilating our
trees (when, indeed, there are any trees), unsightly
parking lots, second-hand automobile yards and garish
gas stations.

The ugliness which most of our towns and cities are
steeped in is a by-product of decay and neglect. But
what of the ugliness which we find in so many of our
residential areas built since the war? They have not
had time to decay, and most of them do not suffer
from neglect. Yet they, too, are ugly. They are, in fact,
the worst and most frustating kind of ugliness, since
their ugliness was built in from the beginning and will
remain there until some future renewal program clears
them out to make still another fresh start.

We have allowed our developers to violate the con-
tour of our natural landscape and place upon the
bulldozed ground row upon row of monotonous houses
stretching as far as the eye can see. We have allowed
them to destroy the natural beauty of our land, in the
process, destroy the chances for creating a good living
environment upon that land.

We have managed to provide the American people
with the quantity of new houses which they have
demanded, but we have failed to provide them with
the quality of residential environment which they
deserve. We have succeeded in supplying shelter,
adequate plumbing and heating, and kitchens complete
with all the mechanical contrivances of our technology,
but we have failed to provide the kind of surroundings
that create a continuing feeling of delight, that trans-
form drudgery, banish drabness, lighten the voice,
dignify argument, and make the interplay of light and
shadow a daily event of dramatic enjoyment.

Unfortunately, we of this generation have neglected
our responsibility for so long, and in such magnitude,
that we have created a headache of major proportions
for future generations of Americans. It is they who
will bear the burden of our mistakes in planning and
design. It is they who will be confronted with the
enormous task of combating the future slums which
they will have inherited from us.

Obviously, we must not continue this futile course.
We must all recognize the role that we have played
in allowing this condition to develop, and we must all
assume our share of the responsibility for providing
America with the kind of residential environment
that is worthy of the wealthiest, most powerful, most
technologically advanced nation in the history of the
world.

I suggest to you that, as providers of a major share
of the financing in the residential construction field,
you have a major share of the responsibility for creat-
ing a better living environment for the American
people.

But before I talk to you about your responsibility,
I think it is only fair to discuss the responsibility of
the profession which I represent—the architectural
profession. I might begin by pointing out that only a
small percentage, perhaps as low as ten percent, of
the houses built in this country are designed by
architects. I wish I could say that, because of this, the
architectural profession cannot be held partly account-
able for our residential ugliness; but unfortunately I
cannot. We must share the blame because we have not
devoted enough of our talents and energies to this
important facet of architecture. We have not assumed
our proper role in this field and, as a result, it has
been done by others who are far less qualified.
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Too many of us have dismissed the builder-developer

client by telling ourselves that he does not want good
architectural services, that he does not want to pay for
them, and that he would not know what to do with
them if he had them. Unfortunately, there is a great
deal of justification for this attitude, but the architec-
tural profession, with a few notable exceptions, has
not tried hard enough to convince the builder-develop-
er that architectural services can add a great deal to
the value of his houses and subdivisions, both finan-
cially and otherwise.

The designing of houses can often be a money-losing
proposition for architectural firms, especially those
which are well established and geared to design large
buildings. Obviously, no business or profession can
afford to operate at a loss, but the architectural pro-
fession must seek and find ways in which it can make
its influence felt and bring its talents to bear in the
field of residential design. I will cite two examples
which perhaps point the way for greater architectural
participation in the residential field.

Here in Miami, five distinguished architects, all of
them Fellows of The American Institute of Architects.
are working as a rotating team of consultants to the
Biscayne Federal Savings and Loan Association. Altern-
ately, each one attends the weekly meeting of the loan
committee and provides on-the-spot evaluations of the
designs submitted by builders. They criticize the de-
signs and make suggestions for improving them. Then
the Biscayne Federal Savings and Loan Association
presents these suggestions to the builder, urges him
to make the changes, and even on occasion raises its
commitment if necessary. Sometimes the Association
has even refused commitments when the changes were
not agreed to. The five architects who serve on the
team are Robert Fitch Smith, Robert M. Little, Russell
Pancoast, Igor Polevitzky and Herbert Johnson—all
of them leading architects in the Miami area.

In Texas, Temple Industries, a manufacturer of
wood products, has sponsored a program in which five
architectural firms have designed prototype homes in
five cities to meet the requirements of householders
based on interviews with owners of homes, realtors,
builders, and finance companies. Each of the firms was
asked to design two houses based on the survey’s
findings, one in the 800-1,200 sq. ft. category, and an-
other larger house of up to 3,500 sq. ft. Each firm re-
ceived its regular fee for the work., and the only
restrictions on design or materials were those required
by building codes. Temple Industries will now furnish
the house plans, complete with working drawings,
specifications, material take-offs, and cost estimates,
free to builders. The purpose of this program is to
convince builders that they can make more money by
selling good design, good materials and good work-
manship, and to convince lenders that they will benefit
if they base loans on quality rather than floor space.

Both of these are examples of how the architect can
become more greatly involved in the residential design
field and can contribute towards its improvement. As
president of The American Institute of Architects, 1
can tell you that the architectural profession has be-
come acutely aware of its responsibility in this field,
and I can assure you that we intend to assume this
responsibility in every way that we know how.
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As I said earlier, you, the lender, bear a major share
of the responsibility for creating a better living en-
vironment. Your responsibility, as I see it, is two-fold.
First you must learn to recognize good design and
land planning. Secondly, you must effectively apply
this knowledge to your lending operations.

To recognize good design, you must learn to tell the
difference between genuine design elements and mere
gimmicks. Most of our houses are really not “designed,”
in the best sense of that word. They are collected. They
are a set of architectural cliches and marketing gim-
micks thrown together and called a home. And they
are tossed onto lots with little or no concern given to
the character of the site or the relationship of one
house to another.

You, the lenders, can exert a profound influence on
the quality of our living environment by discouraging
this kind of bad design and planning. You can insist
that builders demonstrate good design, good land plan-
ning, and good site planning. You can insist that the
natural features of a site be preserved and made part
of the environment. You can prevent the builder from
indiscriminately stripping the trees from the site, leav-
ing behind a barren wasteland.

Is this asking too much? I don’t think so. I am only
suggesting a truism that you are already aware of,
and that is that the lender must have a good knowl-
edge of the field to which he is providing the funds.
I am not asking that you become architects and plan-
ners, only that you make it your business to become
aware of what good architecture and planning are.

This is neither the time nor the place to present you
with a short course in architectural appreciation. I
will instead remind you of an excellent source which
is already available to you and which will serve as a
good starting point. T am referring to your organiza-
tion’s Construction Lending Guide, especially to the
chapters on Land Planning and Design. These are ex-
tremely well written and articulate treatments of their
subjects. You should become thoroughly familiar with
them, and I hope they will inspire you to explore
further. The United States Savings and Loan League
is to be congratulated for its enlightened attitude in
making these booklets available to its membership.
John L. Schmidt, your director of architectural and con-
struction research, deserves special commendation for
his excellent work in developing these guides.

Good design and good planning, ladies and gentle-
men, are financial plusses. They increase the value
of a house and subdivision. They are good business.
But beyond this, they are the tools through which we
can provide Americans with more than mere shelter,
more than mere neighborhoods. They are tools through
which we can provide Americans with a better way of
life.

The ugliness of the American environment is vast.
It extends well beyond your sphere of interest. But
unless all of us—the architect, the financier, the busi-
nessman, the government official, the private citizen
—unless all of us assume our share of the responsi-
bility, the great task of combating ugliness in America
cannot be done. Your share is in the field of residential
construction, a field which directly effects nearly
every family and individual in the country. I urge you
to shoulder this share so that we can rightfully and
proudly call this country “America the Beautiful.”
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Suntile

COLOR-BALANCED . . Color-balanced Sun-
tile ranges from warm and bright colors to cool
and darker hues. These colors make it possible
to achieve visual effects suited to personalities,

regional and geographical localities and general
or specific purposes of the imstallation.
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related to skills such as mathematics, reading, and, as
a special subject, science, has much to commend it.
Ossining, New York, has an interesting program in this
area. No doubt the completely departmentalized school
above primary grades will reappear in numbers. A
more sophisticated variation on this is a completely
young children can provide ways of maintaining close

The concept of a team approach to the education of
ungraded school.
contact between students and teachers and, at the
same time, assuring competence in the handling of
specific areas. The Dundee School in Greenwich, Con-
necticut is an example, among others.

4. The curricular and organizational change has
been accompanied by a gadget revolution. Television
is now moving into use by massive numbers of children
and its virtues and defects in a mass training program
are becoming apparent. When such a program as the
airborne television is seen in action, it is clear that little
design attention has been given to such mass use of
this media. Spanish lessons in a cafeteria in which
hundreds of students see, hear, and chant responses
are typical sights. Too few receivers, poor sight oppor-
tunities, lack of comfort, poor acoustical qualities, and
the like all plague the program. Work needs to be
undertaken to provide better environment for instruc-
ion. Concurrently, the development of low cost TV
tape recorders, now in experimental development,
should further revolutionize the procedure so that TV
can be moved from mass education to a situation an-
alogous to reading a book—an individual “carrier of
knowledge.”

Data retrieval systems, enlarged instructional mate-
rials centers in elementary schools, heavy use of over-
head projectors (the most valuable educational tool
since the slate chalkboard and its derivatives), and cus-
tomized classrooms to order for each teacher are de-
vices that have major impacts on buildings and that
should be understood and designed for in elementary
schools.

The future will probably see continued experimenta-
tion with open planning for elementary schools. Archi-
tecture seems to move in this direction in the restless
search for novelty. As in home design, openness will
probably be overdone but its general emphasis and
direction is stimulating. Essentially, the traditional
school made efficient use of space by careful parti-
tioning and high density use of space, always with
groups of children of 25 or 35 or so. As programs move
to emphasis on individual work, it is not as efficient
to package activities for so few students in so many
separate rooms. The notion arises then to substitute
low density of occupancy of space for walls, to put
space between individuals rather than partitions. A
library is a case in point where a number of people
do different things in the same space. Extension of
this principle to an entire school is possible except
that some espects of communication of ideas to groups
make moise or require darkening that tends to distract
others.

Perhaps the future lies in planning a careful com-
promise between walls and space, so that a group of
teachers can outfit their common space in accordance
with the demands of their program and where walls
can be provided where needed and when needed, ex-
tending the idea of customized outfitting of institution-
al space to customized education space itself. This
area is worthy of serious attention by the good de-
signer.
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DEVOE PAINT

First in Quality Since 1754

TRUSCON LABORATORIES
INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE

Complete Stocks Serving All lowa

SERVICE BY LOCAL ARCHITECTURAL
REPRESENTATIVES

MELVIN E. WILLS
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DEVOE & RAYNOLDS CO., INC.
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LAYNE-WESTERN COMPANY

Complete foundation investigation

LABORATORY TESTING
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LOCKE ANNOUNCES CONVENTION PLANS

A noted architect-educator—Victor Christ-Janer,
chairman of design of the School of Architecture at
Columbia University—will address Iowa architects and
their guests at the luncheon, January 29, which will
open general sessions of the 1965 Convention of the
Iowa Chapter, the American Institute of Architects at
the Hotel Savery.

John Locke, A.ILA., convention chairman, reported
that arrangements have been completed for the ap-
pearance of Mr. Christ-Janer who is noted for his work
in education, and who has demonstrated a particular
interest in the field of religious buildings.

Locke said that preliminary plans for the convention
call for an “Architects’ Night” on Thursday with a
tentative commitment having been received for an
address by a partner in one of the nation’s largest ar-
chitectural firms. Locke and program chairman Carl
Hunter, AI.A., said the name of the speaker was being
withheld pending confirmation of arrangements. Locke
said the Thursday evening program was being planned
as an “‘in-the-family” event for chapter members and
their wives.

A business meeting of the Iowa Chapter, at which
officers for 1965 will be chosen, is planned for Friday
morning, January 29, and a second business meeting,
to complete activity plans for the year, will be held
Saturday morning.

One emphasis during the convention, Locke said,
would be to direct the attention of the profession to
the services which it might provide to the younger men
who are entering the profession as students and in the
first few years following completion of the formal
educational program.

Angus McCallum of Kansas City, Mo., Central States
regional director, has accepted an invitation to take
part in the convention program.

The Iowa Chapter also is looking forward to the
participation in its state convention of A.ILA. Secretary
0. H. Thorson of Waterloo, the first Iowa architect
elected to a national office in the professional society
of architects. Mr. Thorson will have a place on the
program.

Awards for the 1965 lowa Chapter Honor Awards
program will be announced. Newly elected members of
the American Institute of Architects will be presented
with membership plaques, and honors or awards which
have accrued to members will be announced.

Plans for ladies’ activities during the two-day meet-
ing were not complete, but the ladies will be invited
to attend the Architects’ Night dinner, the Friday
Luncheon and the Awards Banquet. There will be
dancing after the banquet Friday night. The banquet
will be preceded by a reception.

The second presentation of the Higgins Memorial
Award will be made during the Chapter convention.
It is an award for excellence for architectural delinea-
tion, established in honor of the memory of the late
Burdette Higgins, A.L.A.

Information about the Convention program will be
distributed via the “Addenda” and special mailings to
the construction and supply industry in December and
January. Advance registration for the convention will
be requested to facilitate the planning of physical
facilities within the Hotel.
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CRESTVIEW NURSING HOME ARCHITECT: SAVAGE & VER PLOEG
WEST DES MOINES, ICWA West Des Moines, lowa

ROSEMONT ANTIQUE FACE BRICK
MODULAR Size

ADEL CLAY PRODUCTS CO.

WEST DES MOINES, IOWA

W Toilet Compartments
Sanymetal Engineering Advances

I ' offer BEAUTY, VERSATILITY, DURABILITY
- i | 7 =, AT LOWEST MAINTENANCE

' [ | AND LOWEST IN-PLACE COST!

|

Sanymetal is the pioneer in toilet
compartment engineering. Engineer-
ing that means added beauty as well
as lower installation cost, lower main-
tenance cost and consequently, re-
duced long-run gross cost.

{ This emphasis on basic engineering

— results in a simplicity of design that
virtually eliminates vandalism, en-
- courages cleanliness, speed field
; Wl : erection and assures unequaled
| durability.

“QUALTY AND SERVICE ARE OUR MOST IMPORTANT PRODUCTS”

IOWA CONCRETE BLOCK & MATERIAL CO.

820 S.W. NINTH ST. PHONE ATlantic 8-5751 DES MOINES
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"[ Parker Mirrors &

Bathroom Accessories

Halsey Taylor
Coolers & Fountains

Lawler

Thermostatic  Valves

Church Seats
Sloan Flush Valves

Just Stainless Steel
Sinks

L. J. "BUCK"” SWEENEY
313 49th Street
Phone 274-2050

Des Moines, lowa

PRECAST AND
PRESTRESSED
CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

MO-SAI EXPOSED
AGGREGATE

FLOORS
ROOFS
BEAMS
COLUMNS
PILING

Specify Concrete For

PERMANENCE AND
ECONOMY

WILSON
CONCRETE CO.

“Since 1905”

OMAHA--GRAND ISLAND
RED OAK--SO. SIOUX CITY

KANSAS CITY
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NEW FIRM ANNOUNCED

Formation of the architectural
firm of Winkler-Goewey to office at
502 Shops Building, Des Moines, is
announced by Karl J. Winkler,
A.LA., and Rich Goewey, A.LA.

Mr. Winkler was graduated from
Iowa State University in 1940 and
Mr. Goewey in 1951. Mr. Goewey
became registered as an architect
in 1959 and Mr. Winkler in 1964.

WALLACE NFAL NAMED TO

HEAD NEAL SLATE

Wallace Neal has been named
president of W. E. Neal Slate Co.,
Minneapolis. He succeeds Neil T.
Sorensen who will be engaged in
business in Phoenix, Arizona.

Mr. Neal joined the firm in 1952
and has been vice president in
charge of sales. The 40-year-old firm
specializes in chalkboards and re-
lated products for schools.

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL
EXAMINERS REGISTERS SEVEN

Seven lowa architects have been
added to the list of those who are
registered to practice in Iowa, it is
announced by the Iowa Board of
Architectural Examiners. The newly
licensed practitioners are:

Adrian C. Hestness, Cedar Falls

Karol J. Kocimiski, Ames.

Carl D. Meyer, Iowa City

James L. Meyerhoff, Des Moines

Russell D. Parks, Des Moines

John F. Pfiffner, Cedar Rapids

Robert L. Porter, West Des

Moines.

Non-resident architects who have
been licensed to practice in Iowa
include:

E. J. H. Cowell, New York City

S. J. Eppinga, Clarenden Hills, I11.

Ray R. Gauger, St. Paul, Minn.

Arthur Malsin, New York City

William Pascke, Jr., Milwaukee,

Wisc.
E. Don Spinney, Springfield, Ill.

ARCHITECTS SHOW SCHOOLS
AT CONVENTION

Ten exhibit mounts, 40 color
slides of schools and one model of
a new school comprised the display
of members of the Iowa Chapter
A.L.A. at the 1964 convention of the
Iowa Association of School Boards.

Those participating in the display
included Louis C. Kingscott & As-
sociates, Davenport; Toenjes & Sten-
son, Waterloo; Karl Keffer Asso-
ciates; Smith-Voorhees-Jensen, Ar-
chitects Associated, Dougher-Fre-
vert-Ramsey, Prall Architects-Engi-
neers, all of Des Moines, and Savage
& Ver Ploeg, West Des Moines.

HOPE'S
WINDOWS, Inc.
Overly
Metal Products Co.
Ramset
Simmons Dormitory
Furniture
Perma Cushion Gym
Floors
"Twin-Beam' Church
Windows
"Compriband" Joint
Sealer

C. D. WILLCOX AND COMPANY
S.W. 6th & Murphy Des Moines 9, lowa

Phone 274-5191
Member lowa Chapter, Producers Council Inc.

V/chalkboard
specialists-the
only COMPLETE
line

\//installed by
skilled men

\/natural slate

\/"Colorlith"

\//"Wensco" washable
cork tackboard

\//"Lite-Lift" ward-
robes=chalkboards
pass=windows

\//"Neal" display
cases

\//serving Iowa
since 1923

co.

1215 Second Avenue, North
Minneapolis 5, Minn.
FR 7-8100




Tllustrated are comparative U values for 8" lighlweight concrete block.
U values of other types and sizes of masonry walls are cul from Y4 lo over 14 when insulated with Zonolite Masonry Fill Insulation.

Need any more reasons for insulating masonry walls?

We need a minimum of encouragement
to tell you about them. Zonolite Ma-
sonry Fill Insulation often pays for
itself before the building is begun,
because it reduces thermal transmis-
sion so effectively that smaller heating
and air conditioning units can be used.
Of course, future fuel bills will be much
lower. And the occupants much more
comfortable. Loudness of sound
through Zonolite Masonry Fill insu-

lated walls is reduced by 20% to 31%.

The installed cost is low; from approxi-
mately 10¢ to 21¢ per sq. ft. (For ex-
ample, 8" block can be insulated with
Zonolite Masonry Fill Insulation for
about 13¢ per sq. ft.) The reason: low
material cost and fast installation.
Zonolite just pours into the block
cores, or cavities of cavity walls. For
complete information, write for Tech-
nical Bulletin MF-56, to:

Western Mineral
Froducts Company

4725 OLSON HIGHWAY ¢« MINNEAPOLIS 22, MINNESOTA

ZONOLITE
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Members of the Iowa Chapter, A.LLA., assembled on December 1 at the annual convention of the Master Builders
of Iowa, Hotel Savery, Des Moines, for the hearing of committee reports and a discussion of Chapter business.

MARLEY® UNDERFLOW

knows no location limitations

Any area that will accommodate its plan dimensions is good enough
for a Marley UNDERFLOW AQUATOWER.

This low-silhouette tower for intermediate-capacity water cooling is
based on a new principle of operation. The fan and air intake are
located beneath the cooling cells and air is discharged vertically.
Hence, without any sacrifice of performance, UNDERFLOW can be
placed immediately adjacent to walled structures that would obstruct
air and discharge in any other type of tower. See your Marley Engineer
today.

UNDERFLOW TOWERS are protected by U. 8. Patents granted.

Represented in

lowa by:

203 W. Main St.
Marshalltown, lowa

120:N. 69th St.
Omaha, Neb.
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IOWA ARCHITECT

reaches 400 Architects

the State of Iowa

Landscape
Lighting

by PRESCOLITE
7~ MANUFACTURING CORPORATION

1251 Doolittle Dr., San Leandro, Calif.

FACTORIES: San Leandro, California
Warminster, Penna., El Dorado, Arkansas




‘TOWA ARCHITECT” COMES OUT
ON QUARTERLY BASIS IN 1965

The “Iowa Architect” will change
over to a schedule of publication
that will result in 4 issues during the
coming year. Editors Carl Ver Steeg,
AILA., and Robert F. Bonomi plan
a magazine for 1965 that will be of
increased value to the members of
the Towa Chapter, A.ILA., the adver-
tisers, and those of the building in-
dustry and public who receive the
publication. The publications com-
mittee proposed the change to the
[owa Chapter executive committee
at mid-year, with a view to the print-
ing of four issues having an in-
creased quality of content over that
in the bi-monthly magazine now
published.

The “lowa Architect” tries to pre-
seat to its readers an editorial con-
tent that has regional significance
This content is contributed by mem-
bers of the profession and by mem-
bers of allied professions, its goal
being not only to ‘“talk shop,” but
to talk about Architecture to all
those for whom the magazine is pub-
lished. According to a point of view
voiced by the National Chapter that
has come to notice recently, the pos-
sibility of orienting a magazine to
both internal and external relations
is nil—such schizophrenia cannot ex-
ist in a successful magazine. This
point of view, however, is more ap-
plicable to magazines designed to
show a profit in dollars—the only
profit made by the “lowa Architect”
has been and will continue to be the
provocation of thought it causes.
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2930 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH E

FORT DODGE, IOWA

/ W BRICK & TILE

VINCENT manufactures a
complete line of face brick,
glazed tile, and building
tile of extra quality.

IN addition, Vincent is the
exclusive distributor of
several nationally known
lines of specialty brick.

FAST and efficient service
plus a complete line of
materials makes Vincent a
most reliable supplier for
the architectural profession.

VINCENT CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
2930 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH, FORT DODGE, IOWA
FACTORY: 2% MILES SOUTH OF FORT DODGE
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The 115-foot Titan Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
nests in huge underground silos. And though the silos’
walls are eight feet thick, a special coating was needed
to protect the walls from the chemicals and the extreme
heat of the Titan’s blast.

Nothing like it had ever been attempted before. There
weren't even any specifications. All that was known for
sure was that existing coatings would just go pffft under
those conditions.

After looking over the tests the coating would have to
pass, |PM scientists committed themselves to develop-
ing it. Ina few weeks the first samples were ready.
Tests were begun. Minor corrections in formulation
were made. More tests, then ... approval. Today IPM's
Thrus d is protecting the walls of Titan missile silos.

Specification: Create coatings for bird nests

(TITAN MISSILE TYPE NESTS)

But Thrustgard is just one of dozens of IPM exotic
coatings. When you work with IPM, you can be just as
precise in your specifications as you like. That's one of
the reasons why so many architects specify IPM coat-
ings. It extends their creative reach because they know
that what they dream up, we can cook up. Get in touch
with us when you're thinking about coatings for your
next job. We're ready to go to work for you.

IOWA PAINT

MANUFACTURING CO.

17TH AND GRAND AVENUE, DES MOINES, IOWA




The Contemporary Bearing Wall

used exclusively in Phase 1, Married Student Housing Development,
lowa State University, Ames, lowa

This is Iowa’s most outstanding ex-
ample of the Contemporary Bearing
Wall concept. The 45 building de-
velopment contains 300 two story
apartments - and the buildings are
orouped carefully to take full advan-
tage of the hilly site. A great deal of
terracing and contouring adds to the
total effect.

Architects Savage & Ver Ploeg used
750,000 SCR brick (2% by 12 by 6 in
size) in their design. Exposed brick
load bearing partition walls between
the apartments are two faced
units of the same size, color
and texture as the exterior

MANUFACTURING DIVISIONS

DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY
MASON CITY BRICK AND TILE COMPANY,
5 0SKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY

units. These walls divide the second
story back to back bedroom and bath
areas as well as the first floor kitchen
and living areas.

All brick are being furnished by
Oskaloosa Clay Products Company,
a division of Goodwin Companies.
If you would like a three part set
of Contemporary Bearing Wall book-
lets, just let us know. This set
covers Architectural Studies, Struc-
tural Design, and Construction
Techniques and is published e
by the Structural Clay ={sf
Products Institute.
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