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B e a u t i f u l E x t e r i o r s 

O u r SpedcJty 
We are proud to have been involved in the following 

Brooklyn Schools - Brooklyn, la. 
McCombs Junior High School 
Heather Manor 
Ruan Center 
Library - Ankeny 
Fire Station - Ankeny 
Presbyterian Church - Marshalltown 
Koch Brothers Building 
S. E. Polk Community School 
Firestone Tire & Ruber Co. 
Adventureland - Altoona 
American Republic Ins. Co., Annex 
Des Moines Saving & Loan 
Simpson College - Indianola 
Retirement Home - Milwaukee, Wise. 
Younkers Dept. Stores 
Old Valley Bank Building 
10-X Mfg. Co. - Pleasantville 

Colby Interests - (3) Office BIdgs. 
Office BIdg. - Hampton 
Des Moines Civic Center 
Marasco Properties 
Dahl's Supermarkets 
Meredith Publishing Co. 
Townsend Engineering 
Pester Derby 
Spizman Grocery 
Office Building - Oskaloosa 
Gateway Center - Ames 
Westridge Office Buildings 
Woodward State Hospital 
Coors Warehouse, Ames 
Dave Frevert Residence 
Armstrong Rubber Co. 
Bowl-O-Mat 
City View Apartments 
Water Treatment - Mitchellville 

a 
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Exterior Architectural requirements are an 
Allied specialty. We welcome the 

opportunity to d iscuss your next project. 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. 

DES MOINES DAVENPORT PEORIA 
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i n d u s t r i e s ^ 
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D E S MOINES, 
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This expert 
belongs 
in your plans. 

'HWESrp 

A Northwestern Bell Building Industry Consultant 
will help you preplan your communication facilities. 

Northwestern Bell Building Industry Con
sultants are specialists who talk your 
language.They know construction procedures 
and they know communications techniques 
and procedures that will simplify your jobs --
and help keep your clients happy. 

Modern buildings call for modern communi
cations: telephone, data, teletypewriter, video. 
If these are planned for early -- well before the 
blueprint stage -- expensive alterations can 
often be avoided later on when the occupants' 

communications needs of today may be obso
lete before it's finished. 

No matter what kind of building you're 
planning - talk to a Northwestern Bell Build
ing Industry Consultant first - the number is 
in your telephone book. 

Best news of all: there's no extra charge for 
this service. 

Northwestern Bell 
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Precast and Prestressed 
Concrete: A Youthful 29 
in '79 
New developmenis in pr^ 
stressed concrete, dis
cussed by the Prestresse(| 
Concrete Institute. 

The Mississippi River an 
the Urban Fabric of lowi 
River Towns 
Robert T. Mooney. from t f j 
University of Illinois, talks f 
of the quality of the built 
environment along the rivel 

Iowa Chapter AIA Sum
mer Outing, "Celebratio^ 
of the River" 
Program and speakers ar^ 
outlined for the three-day 
event in Muscatine. 

Architecture? 
What is the direction of ar 
chitectural design today? 
Woolson Brooks discusse^ 
the balance between de
sign and function and prot 
lems of successful design 
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Your Pella distributor tias additional information on ttiese specia l 
fixed units wfiich can expand your design options: 

W O O D T R A P E Z O I D A L F I X E D U N I T S — F a c t o r y - a s s e m b l e d trap
ezoidal units are available in custom s izes with f rame/sash patterns 
matching those of Wood Casement and Awning fixed units. I^axi-
mum outside frame dimensions are 6 5 " x 7 3 " (1 651 x 1 873 mm); 
minimum frame dimension is 8 " (203 mm). Double glazing panels 
are available for units with g lass areas up to 20 ft̂  (1.86 m^). 

C L A D F R A M E S — S h o w n in section above, these custom-s ize glaz
ing frames accept g lass or Pella C lad Panels . The uniform section 
at head, jambs and sill is compatible in design and finish with other 
Pella C lad Products, enabling use of frames above, below and be
side windows and doors. They offer significant sav ings over the cost 
of C lad Windows; note, however, that C l a d Window and F r a m e 
glass lines do not match. 

Assembled frames can be factory-glazed with s tandard s i z e s of 
single or insulating glass to 6OV4 ' x 74^8" (1 530 x 1 902 mm). 
Outside frame dimension is 2 ' /?" (64 mm) larger than glazing mate
rial all around. Double or triple glazing panels and S l i m s h a d e s are 
not available in C lad F rames . Trapezoidal frames are offered with 
single glazing or C lad Panels installed. 

P E L L A C O . 
120 S . W . Sixth Ave. 
Des Moines, lA. 50309 

Phone (515) 243-1363 

PELLA PRODUCTS CO. 
201 First Avenue North 
Fort Dodge, lA. 50501 

Phone (515) 576-2631 

P E L L A WINDOW CO. , INC. 
513 - 31st Avenue 
Rock Island, IL. 61201 

Phone (309) 788-7489 

PELLA PRODUCTS 
3600 North Court Road 
P. 0. Box 246 
Ottumwa, lA. 52501 

Phone (515) 684-5284 

W I L S E Y C O M P A N Y 
3225 Highway 75 North 
P.O. Box 924 
Sioux City, lA. 51102 

Phone (712) 258-4567 

PELLA PRODUCTS CO. 
2920 Janet Drive 
Waterloo, lA. 50701 

Phone (319) 233-9731 

PELLA P R O D U C T S 
OF OMAHA 
8921 " J " Street 
Omaha, NE. 68127 

Phone (402) 331-9225 
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Precast and Prestressed Concrete 
A Youthful 29 in'79 
This article especially writ ten 
for publication in the 
Iowa Architect by the ^1 

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE INSTITUTE. 

1979 is the 29th anniversary of the start of the precast 
and prestressed concrete industry in the United States, 
and the 25th anniversary of the Prestressed Concrete In
stitute. 

Iowa has been in the forefront of the industry since the 
early 1950's. From the very beginning, the new material 
was accepted by Iowa architects and today, precast and 
prestressed concrete finds use in a wide range of 
buildings types. From sports facilities like the University 
of Northern Iowa's UNI-Dome at Cedar Falls, to the 
elegant facade of the University of Iowa's Music 
School/Auditorium at Iowa City: from the monumental 
Deere & Company Engine Works at Waterloo to the 
beauty and low maintenance of the Graphic Corporation 
building at Des Moines; from the home office of the Life 
Investors Insurance Company headquarters at Cedar 
Rapids to the 600 car Grand Avenue Parking Garage at 
Des Moines, and for literally thousands of other buildings 
and bridges, precast and prestressed concrete has 
become part and parcel of Iowa's construction scene, 

thanks primarily to an innovative and receptive architec
tural community served by an up-to-date, compet i t ive 
precast and prestressed concrete industry. 

But now that the precast and prestressed concrete in
dustry has reached the beginning of maturity at age 29, it 
would not be unexpected to anticipate a slowing of its 
penetration in the marketplace. 

Surprisingly, the reverse is true. In 1979, sales in the 
industry are anticipated to pass the 1978 volume of $1.4 
billion by some 1 5 % — a growth rate usually associated 
with a relatively young growth industry. 

The reasons for this continued strength are based on 
the same facts that first pushed the industry into national 
prominence, factory produced quality and cra f tsman
ship, long column-free spans, shallow depths, speed of 
construct ion, and last, but certainly not least, the very 
best in life-safety and comfort for the occupants of 
precast and prestressed concrete structures. 

Adding impetus today to the growth of the industry are 
pervasive influences from outside the industry, in-

Universlty of Northern Iowa's UNI-Dome at Cedar Fal ls , Iowa. 



Precast and Prestressed Concrete 

f luences that now affect the lives of all Americans. The 
energy crisis is one that is beginning to assume 
monumental size. 

The number of words written and spoken on the 
"energy cr is is" have reached such a volume that we are 
in danger of becoming immunized to their effect. Despite 
all arguments about whether or not we have an energy 
shortage today — it is not prudent to ignore the facts of 
the wor ld 's shrinking energy supplies when considering 
the design of a structure with an economic life of at least 
50 years. 

For the cl ient 's sake, architects and the other mem
bers of the design/construction team must look at the 
l ife-cycle energy costs for the life of the building. Once 
the concept of life-cycle analysis is accepted, it be
comes quite clear that because of the energy resources 
consumed in the construction of the structure, the prac
tical life of the structure must be increased to a longer 
period of t ime. We no longer can waste our resources by 
building and then rebuilding as frequently as we have in 
the past. 

When building life is increased, the need for full flex
ibility of interior layout becomes mandatory to meet 
changing needs over the years. Industrial buildings, 
apartments, commercial structures, and schools are 
especial ly vulnerable to obsolescence when interior 
layouts are constrained by short spans and a thicket of 
interior columns. 

With the need for frequent changes in interior layout, 
comes the requirement for long, column-free spans—a 
natural attribute of prestressed concrete. 

lAos\ prestressed concrete floor and roof components 
are manufactured in a long-line casting and prestressing 
bed. The prestressing steel is strung between abutments 
at each end of the bed. Typically, casting beds are 400 to 
600 ft. in length. To increase the span of individual com
ponents, all that is done, generally speaking, is to add 
more prestressing steel, and perhaps deepen the cross 
sect ion. Very little additional concrete is required since it 
usually is the webs of stemmed members or hollow core 
slabs that are deepened. The labor to place concrete 
and to remove, stock, ship and erect the members is 
substantial ly the same regardless of span. As a result of 
this manufactur ing process, unique to precast concrete, 
longer spans are produced at very competit ive costs. 

Also, prestressing of the concrete applies a moment-
couple to the member that opposes the dead and live 
loads and results in shallow depths — far less depth 
than can be found with other structural material. With 
such opt imum floor-to-roof, or floor-to-floor dimensions 
(in structures of more than one floor) the gross interior 
vo lume of buildings is minimized. And so, the volume to 
be heated or cooled is less. In multistory buildings, all 
vert ical runs for mechanical and electrical systems are 
shortened and exterior wall height is reduced providing 
further savings. 

In addition to the savings listed above — the very 

mass of a concrete structure becomes an asset in con
trolling energy costs for heating and cooling. The mass 

acts as a thermal flywheel that dampens the effect of 
fluctuations in outside temperatures and reduces the 
need for the equipment size required for quick response 
in buildings framed with lighter materials. With full 
awareness of the heat absorbing and radiation aspects 
of concrete, astute designers are orienting their struc
tures to the sun's movement and choosing their building 
configuration to provide substantial energy savings over 
the life of the structure without sacrificing occupants' 
comfort. 

It is this same mass of concrete that provides the fire 
resistance and sound attenuation that only concrete can 
provide. Unlike almost all other structural systems, the 
fire resistance and sound attenuation capabilities are 
built-in, not added on. 

The fire resistance integrity of concrete is always 
there, because it is built-in. This is most important to the 
life-safety of building occupants and to the firemen who 
must depend upon the ability of a structure to confine a 
fire long enough to permit evacuation of occupants and 
to allow fire fighting to occur without unexpected struc
tural collapse. 

Sound attenuation is important also to the comfort of 
occupants. Accoustic design seeks a comfortable en
vironment in which desired sounds are clearly heard and 
noise is Isolated or absorbed. Weight is concrete's 
greatest asset when used as a sound insulator. Precast 
concrete walls, floors and roofs usually do not need addi
tional treatment in order to provide adequate airborne 
sound insulation. Structural concrete floors in combina
tion with resilient materials effectively control impact 
sounds such as footsteps, dropped objects, or dragged 
chairs. 

Precast concrete wall panels are extremely effective 
in reducing street and other outside noise. Conversely 
when light industrial buildings are placed near or in 
residential areas, precast concrete wall panels effective
ly reduce annoying manufacturing noise. 

In Iowa, as elswehere in the United States, there is a 
trend towards the use of the structural precast double 
tee as a wall panel for all types of structures. This is 
epitomized in the Deere and Company Engine Works at 
Waterloo, Iowa. One inch polystyrene cast into the 
flanges of the double tees will provide energy savings 
throughout the life of this million square foot facility 
while providing a virtually maintenance-free exterior sur
face. Exterior surfaces can be smooth concrete, but fre
quently, decorative aggregates are exposed to provide 
both color and texture. 

The use of load bearing architectural precast panels 
are effective in accelerating speed of erection. This is as 
valid for the one to three story structure as it is for high 
rise buildings. Three-story load bearing panel structures 
of 57.000 sq. ft. have been erected within a week's time. 
Finishing trades can move quickly into the enclosed 
structure further shortening the overall construction 
time. 
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Precast concrete panels also are finding a new use 
when the design decision calls for a cast-in-place con
crete structure — as forms for concrete. This is one way 
to shorten the usual construction time for CIP concrete 
structures. The panels provide a high quality, factory 
produced exterior surface that is uniform in texture and 
color which reduces or eliminates site finishing work. 

And there are still other new developments in con
crete panels. The glass fiber reinforced concrete panel 
for example is one of the expanding uses of fibrous con
crete for applications where very thin wall thickness or 
light weight are needed. Here the sound attenuation, fire 
resistance, and energy conservation requires liberal 
uses of insulating materials, but light weight coupled to 
the exterior surface durability provides an attractive 
alternative for certain applications. 

And of course, outside the building market we find 
new and exciting uses of prestressed concrete that 
reflect the unique characterist ics of the material.The use 
of prestressed concrete railroad crossties for the Nor
theast Corridor Improvement project will maintain rail 

gage under very high speed train traffic from Boston to 
Washington. D.C. Prestressed concrete crossties 
demonstrate the strength, resiliency, long life, and 
durability of the material. 

In Tacoma, Washington, the 450 ft. long Arco ship was 
constructed to house a LNG floating processing plant. 
The ship (or barge), towed to Java and anchored off the 
coast to liquify waste gas for shipment to industrialized 
nations, typifies the crack resistance and water 
tightness of properly designed prestressed concrete. 

In the bridge field: precast segmental bridges are be
ing used for spans of 300 ft. while spans for stayed 
bridges with precast segmental decks approach 1000 ft. 
This, of course, means the availability of architectural ly 
slim prestressed concrete for the major bridge projects 
of North America. 

These are perhaps extreme examples of the use of 
precast prestressed concrete — but their development 
provides new knowledge that can only result in better 
performance of precast and prestressed concrete for 
you. and buildings in the future. 

mm\ 

John Deere Works, Waterloo, lowa. 

Celestra LCD direct read 
indicating clocks 

Available: internal rechargeable batteries, 
1-12 or 0-23 hour displays. 

Simplex 3-53 

For use In AIRPORTS, HOSPITALS, BANKS. HOTELS. GOVERNMENT and 
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES, RADIO and TV STATIONS. 
Attractive beige & brown color combination. 2" display-gray blue background, 
white numerals-50 foot readability. 
Optional timer control enables these clocks to be used as a time display and/or 
a count-up/count-down timer. 
Can be synchronized by Simplex electronic or sync-wired master clocks or 
digitally slaved to other Celestra clocks. 
Case design for surface or semi-flush mounting. Surface mounting can utilize 
a single gang outlet box or a 4 " square box. CELESTRA clocks can also be ceil
ing or wall mounted for bi-directional viewing. 

reply to: 
Simplex Time Recorder Co. 
1832 Fuller Rd. - P.O. Box 207 
W. Des Moines, lowa 50265 
Telephone: (515) 225-6182 

Simplex Time Recorder Co. 
Gardner, fvlassachusetts 01440 U.S.A. 
Telephone: 617-632-2500 
Cable Address: SIMRECO 



A few lines 
for Energy 
Conservation 
And you're the one who can 
provide them. The structures you 
help to design and build today 
can help save energy for 
decades to come. By in
corporating energy efficiency 
into your designs, your 
specifications and, most of all, 
your thmking, you'll achieve 
more economy and lower overall 
costs. What's more, you'll be 
making a permanent 
contribution to conservation . . . 
one far beyond the reach of most 
individuals. 

Working For 
An Energy Future 
We Can AU Live With 

10 



Specify the PROVEN Energy Saving 
Quality Insulation System! 

^SOFOAM Sprayed Urethane Foam 
This is the versatile Problem Solver 

for construction jobs. Every day, more and 
more architects, engineers and builders 

are discovering rigid urethane foam 
as a low-cost, easily applied product for 

thermal insulation, protection 
and structural reinforcement of build

ings, roofs and tanks. 

Application ol Isoloam urethan« to roof 

Perfect for interiors 

Spray-on Isofoam provides a rigid 
layer of protection combining low den
sity with water resistance, 
water-vapor resistance and favorable 
load-bearing characteristics. 

SUPERIOR INSULATION 
Isofoam rigid urethane foam has two 
to four times more insulating 
ability than conventional insulat ion. 

STREAMLINES CONSTRUCTION 
Bonds to wood, plaster or metal, in some 
cases eliminating the need for 
furring or lathing. Sprayed into cavity 
walls or interior spaces, it surrounds 
pipes to provide unmatched insulation as 
it adds structural integrity to the building. 

We are also bonded applicators for: 

United Coatings • Gates Engineering 
Carpenter Chemical • Foam Systems 
Chemetics, Inc. • Contech/Sonneborn 

• CPR Upjohn 

% Insulating Corp. 
802 S .E . Creel<vlew Drive • Aniceny, Iowa 50021 

PHONE: 515/289-1945 
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The Mississippi River 
And The Urban Fabric 
Of Iowa River Towns 
by Rober t T Mooney. AIA 

The Mississippi River, winding its way through the 
heart land of mid-America from nearly the Canadian 
border to the Gulf of tvlexico, is contiguous to ten states 
in its swift meandering journey to the sea. Among those 
cont iguous states, the entire eastern border of the State 
of Iowa is defined by the River. 

Iowa provides a significant part of the total shoreline 
and. as wel l , occupies a significant place in the magnifi
cent history of the River. It is perhaps fitting in this year 
of the Celebration of Architecture that we should look to 
the Mississippi River as a unique element on the face of 

12 

the earth and examine in a closer sense the importance 
of the river as a dominant feature in the landscape. As a 
natural element which is both dynamic and majestic, it 
contrasts dramatically with what we have built along the 
River's edge. 

There are many themes which one might draw upon in 
examining what man has built along the river such as the 
great bridges, the vernacular architecture of the river 
rat, the influence and revival of historic European styles, 
or the influence of the many cultures which have been 
carefully expressed in the architecture of their time and 
place. But rather than any of these, I would like to touch 
briefly on the quality of urban areas along the River. That 
quality is not always eloquent. Modern civilization has 
shifted with changing values within our social structure 
and the shift has greatly affected the quality of design in 
the urban environment. 

Close examination of a map will reveal along the river, 
seven major metropolitan areas with Minneapolis-St. 
Paul at the northern end and at the southern end, the 
third largest seaport in the world. New Orleans. In bet
ween lie Dubuque, the Quad Cities, St. Louis, Memphis 



The industrial wall of Dubuque. Iowa serving as a portal of entrance 
for those crossing the Mississippi by bridge from the Illinois side. 

and Baton Rouge. It is interesting that two of these urban 
areas are in Iowa along with the smaller urban areas of 
Clinton. Muscatine. Burlington and Keokuk. 

There are more major urban areas immediately adja
cent to the river in Iowa than any other of the ten con
tiguous states. In the late twentieth century, these have 
become towns existing along the river rather than river 
towns in the romantic sense of Mark Twain. They are ur
ban areas in which t ime and change of life style have all 
but eliminated the pleasant sense of interface with the 
river. They are vict ims of deteriorating community 
values which have al lowed central business districts to 
lose a visible definition of architecture at a personal 
scale replaced by aluminium storefronts, potted trees 
and sidewalk music. Those not aligned with preserva-
tionalism might well argue that as we approach the year 
2000 that these communit ies are better off without nine
teenth century Americana. Perhaps, but in the process 
of elimination, are we really replacing what we remove 
with something of equal value? In architecture, urban 
design and landscape architecture, I do not think so at 
all. 

As an interested observer of Iowa river communities 
along the Mississippi. I have noted an obvious struggle to 
survive within the central business districts. They all are 
being victimized by the edge of the city syndrome; the 
lure of the almighty dollar in the wide open acres of 

The Doullet House in New O r l e a n s , 
the home of the last steamboat captain on the 

M iss iss ipp i . The design w a s inf luenced by a 
J a p a n e s e pagoda at the S t . L o u i s , L o u i s i a n a 

Purchase Exposi t ion of 1903-04. 

asphalt for automobiles, chrome mannequins and the 
neon lights of instant suburbia, "r ight here in river c i t y " . 
Fortunately, bright lights and disco while you shop exists 
for the most part on the other side of town from the river, 
but what merchant or city father would instead, in the 
name of sanity or political tenure, dare to suggest a 
handsomely landscaped river parkway within strol l ing 
distance of a Victorian edifice restored to elegance wi th 
merchandising to inspire a wondering shopper. Not one, 

B E A R I N 

Davenport, Iowa riverfront with industrial encroachment visually polluting river bluff residential s i tes . 
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Blackwel l House at Muscat ine, lowa 
s i ted on a bluff high above the river, a revival 
mans ion of an era long past. 

and there is precious little evidence of design committed 
to that idea, either. 

Burlington introduced a fine shopping street timidly 
terminating at the river. Apparently the idea was to 
thwart the exodus of business to shopping centers: exit 
the developer. The individual shop owners failed to res
pond in kind by redesigning their stores with appropriate 
interior architecture; exit the casual shopper from Burl
ington's shopping street. By Contrast. Clinton is making 
a serious effort at redeveloping the riverfront public area 
and though the view of the river is blocked by the levee, 
the Central Business District does interface with the 
shoreline redevelopment. The key to success in Clinton 
is simplicity in the Central Business District through 
redesign of store interiors, attractive landscaping, sen
sitive zoning and civic pride. 

Dubuque went to great lengths to develop a suc
cessful downtown shopping mall and adjacent criminal 
justice complex. However, from the mall, it is several 
blocks to the river through one of the most impenetrable 
industrial jungles which I encountered along the entire 
length of the working river with perhaps the exception of 
the Quad Cities. It is astounding that design profes
sionals have allowed such a deep encroachment by in
dustry into the community and along the river. This in
sidious sprawl is a great industrial wall, producing pollu
tion of every kind, making the worst of the Ruhr Valley 
appear as Paradise Lost. 

Refreshingly, one can find the hand of an architect in 

The F ish Market at Guttenberg. lowa still functions as a market for the sale of fresh water fish caught locally in the Mississippi. The 
simplicity of this example of river rat vernacular provides a striking contrast against the lock and dam m the bacKground. 
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the shoreline environment adjacent to the Central 
Business District of Muscatine. It is actually possible in 
Muscatine to sit and watch the river activities from a 
carefully articulated shoreline and the Central Business 
District has maintained its vitality through painted em
phasis on the forms of existing structures a la downtown 
Columbus. Indiana. The pedestrian is visibly important 
to Muscatine through a careful perpetuation of a per
sonal architectural scale. However, the industrial com
plex on the great sweeping bend south of the city brings 
once again to mind the question of zoning and the need 
for major industry to build immediately adjacent to the 
river. All too frequently, the lure of tax dollar income 
brought about by the development of industry appears to 
control selection of site, regardless of its ap
propriateness in the landscape or community. It is very 
difficult to determine the role of the design professions in 
these decision making process but it appears that, at 
least visually their vigorous comprehensive involvement 
along the length of the river is absent. 

In 1976. the Walker Art Museum in Minneapolis com
missioned an artist. Terry Schoonhoven, to do a series of 
drawings for their bicentennial show, graphically por
traying the Mississippi River without water. The drawings 
were titled "No River". Schoonhoven's interpretation 
left the urban skyline of selected locations along the 
river intact but the bed of the river became a barren 
wasteland. What I find significant in these drawings is 
that removing the river emphasizes the visual chaos of 

A detail of the sun god sculpture 
at Navoo, Illinois, a restored Morman community and 

the starling place of the great western migration. 

the urban fabric but when left to flow freely between its 
shores, the river serves as the dominant and singularly 
beautiful element in helping to unify the built environ
ment in an urban setting. Thus by ignoring the many 
positive features of the water, we have al lowed the loss 
of urban-river interface to deteriorate to a kind of 
environmental tragedy of national proport ion. 

The few problems addressed here are contemporary, 
con t inued on page 18 

•5r 

Houmas House Plantation near Burnside.Louisiana is a superior example of mid-nineteenth century classic revival in the South. The inspiration 
for the bevedere, usually associated with Italianate architecture, came from the builder's eariier experiences with grand homes In the Carolines. 
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ENERGY SHORTAGE? 
THERE'S LOW COST FUEL 
APLENTY--BY DESIGN! 
That low cost fuel is Thermogas LP-gas — 
abundant in the face of other fuel 
shortages, and actually holding its own in 
price while other fuel costs are soaring. 

Good reasons for any wise architect to 
design LP-gas as a primary system for 
heating, air conditioning, water heating, 
drying and other commercial uses. 

Thermogas also serves as an alternate 
fuel when other fuel sources allocate. Or 
even pinch off entirely. 

We have the flexibility to consult, 
design, on-site supervise, subcontract, or 
contract the installation of any LP-gas 
project. Let us solve your fuel planning 
from the word, "Go!" 

Thcrmotias Co 
Thermogas Industrial Dept. 
4509 E. 14th St. Des Moines. Iowa 50313 Phone: (515) 265-3431 
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recyclable 

A s | ] l i a l t 

APAI and Quality Paving 
The ultimate quality of your asphalt paving 
project is directly related to the experience, 
skill and equipment of the contractor doing 
the work. That's why the Asphalt Paving 
Association of Iowa urges you to contact an 
APAI member in your area about your 
project. All APAI members are experienced 
and reliable. Check your Yellow Pages 
under Asphalt & Asphalt Products. 

Full-depth asphalt pavement is the quality product that can be used over 
and over again — to save you money. Because asphalt is 100% recyc lab le . 
Old pavement can be ground up, reheated, remixed and reshaped to 
stretch commercial or tax dol lars spent on materials. 

In one Iowa county, it was estimated that asphalt recycl ing saved 
$20,000 per mile on a secondary road improvement project! 

So when you decide to use strong, dependable ful l -depth asphal t pave
ment on your city streets, parking lots, tennis courts and other sur faces — 
remember that it's more than just a good quality bui lding mater ia l . It's an 
investment. And it'll pay off in big div idends when it comes t ime to renew 
it after a long, useful life. 

Quality asphalt pavement. Pave with it now. Reuse It years later. S a v e 
money. 

Asphalt Paving 
Association of Iowa 
541 - 31st street 
Des fVIoines, Iowa 50312 • 515 244-3127 
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Riverfront development at Baton Rouge converting the abandoned 
Yazoo and Missouri Railroad Station into a handsome art gallery, an excellent example 
of adaptive use by John Desmond and Associates. 

The Mississippi River 
cont inued from page 15 

but the precedent for them was set long ago. In 1832, the 
Amer ican Indian Chief, Black Hawk, said, " I touched the 
goose quill to the treaty, not knowing, however, that, by 
that act I consented to give away my vi l lage." Times 
have changed, but we are still giving our villages away. 
O. the river shoreline sparkles here and there with 
archi tectural gems of times past, an isolated church, a 
r iverfront warehouse, and of course, the ever present 
river houses, the "ghosts along the Mississippi". Too, 
Iowa enjoys fine examples of partially restored com
munit ies like Guttenberg or Bellevue, In the overall, the 
urban problems in the Mississipi River towns of Iowa are 
no more unique to Iowa than to Wisconsin or Louisiana. 

The unhappy fact is that the problems are universally ap
plicable the length of the working river. 

When I consider the Mississippi River in this year of 
the Celebration of Architecture. I would propose a dif
ferent kind of celebration. I propose that rather than ar
chitecture, that we celebrate the endurance of the river 
in spite of an all too overwhelming lack of design 
awareness by its shoreline inhabitants. And in this 
celebration, I further propose that we still have the river 
as a living ecological system and that the future holds 
unlimited possibilities to interface the architecture of the 
river communit ies with the river once again. The silent 
majority of talents within the design disciplines hold the 
answer to this celebration, one of people and architec
ture and the greatest river in America. 

Near Victory, Wisconsin, an enterprising river rat managed to place an old house trailer on the hull of a sunken barge. 
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rhe Merchants National Bank at WInnona, Minnesota, an eariy twentieth century example of the Prairie School. 
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Guest Speakers 

Iowa Chapter 
Amer ican Institute of Archi tects 

of the 

RIVER 
July 20,21,22,1979 
Muscatine, Iowa 

Robert T. Mooney, AIA 

Robert T. Mooney, Associate Head, Department of 
Architecture, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
Campus has recently completed a six-month sabbatical 
leave during which he investigated and researched the 
quality of the built environment of the length of the 
Mississippi River. As a product of his study, he has pro
duced an exhibit of black and white photographs which 
illustrate an overview of the quality of that built environ
ment. Professor Mooney's research was partially fun
ded by the University of Illinois Research Board. The 
exhibit of his work opened nationally in Hannibal, 
Missouri, in November of 1978. Professor Mooney's in
vestigation has enabled students in the architecture 
curriculum at the University of Illinois to address river-
related environmental problems in the design studio. 

Wendy Nichols 

Wendy Nichols received her bachelor of science in 
biology at the University of Wisconsin. Her first involve
ment in planning with the Great River Environmental 
Action Team was with the Great I River Study in 
Wisconsin which involves the Mississippi River from 
Minneapolis-St. Paul to Guttenberg, Iowa. As Public 
Participation Coordinator of the Great River En
vironmental Action Team, Wendy organizes and coor
dinates meetings on the river and works with a public 
participation work group involved with disseminating in
formation about the study and increasing public 
awareness of the problems and opportunities with the 
Mississippi River. Goals for the three-year study in
cludes preparation of a channel maintenance plan in a 
river resource management plan which will include 
elements devoted to recreation, water quality, and 
erosion prevention. 

Richard H. Stanley 

Richard H. Stanley is President of Stanley Consultants, 
international consultants in engineering, architecture, 
planning, and management. He has been a member of 
the firm since 1955. Mr. Stanley has a B.S. in 
Mechanical Engineering from Iowa State University, 
with an M.S. in Sanitary Engineering from the Universi
ty of Iowa. Mr. Stanley is Chairman of the committee on 
Federal Procurement of Architectural and Engineering 
Services, Past President of the American Consulting 
Engineers Council, and Past Chairman of the Construc
tion Action Council Executive Committee and Interna
tional Economic Development Subcommittee of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States. He is a 
Director of HON Industries, Inc.. and Vice President 
and Director of the Stanley Foundation. 
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Program 
AIA SUMMER OUTING 
'Celebration of the River" 

Friday, July 20, 1979 

10:30 a.m. - noon 

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

3:15 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 21, 1979 

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 

10:15 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

12:00 noon 

1:30 p.m. 

FREE 
AFTERNOON 

2:45 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Standing Committee Meetings 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Holiday Inn Board Room 
REGISTRATION— 
Holiday Inn Lobby 
Continuing Education— 
Holiday Inn 
Robert Mooney, 
Associate Head 
Department of Architecture 
University of Illinois 
COFFEE BREAK 
Wendy Nichols, LeClair, Iowa 
Great River Environmental 

Action Team 
Public Park Headquarters 
Tea—Muscat ine Art Center 
Pat Restrepo, Hostess 
Fashion Show—The Chiffonier 
Pig Roast w/beer— 
Saulsbury Recreation Park 

Coffee and Rolls— 
Stanley Auditorium 
Seminar-Richard H. Stanley 
Chairman of COFPAES 
"Commit tee on Federal 
Procurement of 
Architect/Engineer Services" 
COFFEE BREAK 
Chapter Business Meeting-
Committee Reports 

Lunch—Geneva Golf 
and Country Club 

Optional-golf—Geneva 
Golf and Country Club 

Golf, tennis, swimming, tour of 
Kranz Florist & Gift Shop, tour 
of zoo. library tour, Mark 
Twain Overlook located near 
the Mississippi River Bridge 
Buses arr ive—Holiday Inn 
Board buses 
Buses depart for 
Moline/John Deere lour 
John Deere tour 

5:45 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Buses depart Muscat ine for 
Quad City Downs 
dinner/racing 
Quad City Downs 
dinner/racing 
Transportation and entry fee 
to Quad City Downs, plus pro
gram Holiday Inn to Quad Ci
ty Downs to Muscat ine 

Sunday, July 22, 1979 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Brunch—Hol iday Inn 
Court (Buffet Line) 

(To l o o * City) 

l l o I • 0 ) 

To S a u l s b u r y 
R * c r « s t l o n Park 

C . J » . S I r i -e l 
( T o D « y « n p o r l ) 

S y c a m o r e S i r a a 

M isB l ta tpp i R t v a 

[To B u r l l n g l o n ) 

( T o l l l l n o l * ) 

1. Cantebury Inn 
2. Geneva Golf and 

Country Club 
3. Holiday Inn 
4. Kranz Florist & 

Gift Shop 

5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 

Mark Twain Over look 
Muscat ine Art Center 
Muscat ine Public 
Library 
Stanley Bui lding 
Weed Park and Zoo 

IOWA CHAPTER 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
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Architecture? 
by J. Woolson Brooks 

From a talk given at the April. 1979 meeting ot DMAC. 

Categorists are trying to find a handle for the kind of 
Archi tecture being produced today. For want of a better 
term, they call it "Post -Modern" . It is of only passing 
concern for us since there has been little "Modern" 
archi tecture in Iowa — mostly feeble imitations of it. 

Creativity has never been regarded highly in Iowa. The 
cul ture which flourished here in the XlXth Century em
phasized literary and moral values and was inclined to 
consider Art in any of its forms as unworthy of considera
tion by responsible individuals. This may be because a 
side effect of art is pleasure, and the Puritan ethic, which 
held a strong grip on XlXth Century lowans, held that any 
form of physical pleasure (to which Art was accused of 
pandering) was immoral. Male musicians were scorned, 
male dancers were beneath acceptance. Artists in the 
graphic arts were tolerated, especially when they show
ed commer ica l potential. Architects were not included in 
this rejection because they were excused (as some ac
tually were) of being only deviant carpenters. 

The cl imate of Iowa, as forbidding culturally as it con
t inues to be meteriologically, was not congenial to the 
product ion of Architecture. It is surprising that buildings 
const ructed in the state have served their users well, 
have been resistant to the destructiveness of nature, and 
contr ibute more spiritual value to their communit ies than 
would be expected. As a matter of fact, cityscapes in 
Iowa, including the typical main street of a county seat 
or even a small town, are less depressive from an 
archi tectural standpoint then the comparable areas in 
great cit ies. 

Iowa architects have been subject to the same in
f luences that affected practit ioners throughout the na
t ion. With no attempt at historical accuracy, I shall try to 
out l ine the various movements over the years: 

Unti l roughly 1924. the Beaux Arts school of design 
furnished a guaranteed formula for producing Architec
ture. It originated in Paris, but was accepted by all the 
schoo ls of Architecture in this country. Its basic thesis 
was Order, and it conceived of Architecture as a 
gradual ly developing art which progressed in logical se
quence from the fountainhead, Greece, by slight 
modif icat ions and adaptations thru Rome, then thru the 
long period of the Renaissance, including the Georgian 
Period and the classic revival, into the "Mode rn " era of 
1910. 

Its primary vocabulary was the classic order which 
had meticulously standardized the proportions of various 
types of columns and entablatures, always stone or mar-
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ble. Novelty was considered sacrilege. The fine ar
chitects of the period were bold enough to use imagina
tion, but the student, who was to become the practi
tioner, was encouraged to find an example from the 
past, which seemed to fit his problem, and to crib 
uninhibited from the beautifully illustrated and often 
highly detailed books which abounded. Anyone who 
strayed from the accepted pattern by using excessive 
imagination was scorned to the same extent that we 
God-fearing Americans excoriate communists. 

In the 1920's, a radical change set in. It may have 
been due to a general revulsion toward the past which 
was evident in painting, sculpture, music and poetry, but 
economic and technical factors were also involved. The 
cost of buildings was being inflated, which called for 
elimination of non-essentials. Craftsmen were being 
replaced by machines and new materials and different 
methods of construct ion were being introduced. 
Whatever the cause, International style was born. It 
might be called " r a n d o m " . Nothing symmetrical or 
orderly was tolerated; no recognizable feature from the 
past was allowed. It was not brutal — that follows later 
— but its only appeal was shock and novelty, aside from 
its undeniable economic advantage. 

By the 1950's, the International style had become 
boresome, so the term " M o d e m " was resuscitated. 
Sophistication was being restored to Architecture. A 
sense of order was again acceptable, and detail 
becomes most important. "Funct ion" was assigned ex
travagant importance. Ugliness was given the acclaim 
formerly accorded beauty, if it satisfied some utilitarian 
purpose. The World must be forced to be ridiculously 
truthful: if a visual eyesore, such as a misplaced window, 
was functional, it must be desirable; if a column (steel or 
concrete, now) interferred with the orderly composition 
of a facade, it could not be moved; the guts of a building 
(usually ducts) were not entrails but were noble evidence 
of logical elements of architecture and must be em
phatically exposed. Sentiment was not yet tolerated and 
human emotion was not allowed to intrude. The symbol 
of this movement was probably the glass box. This shiny 
toy has littered our major cities to the extent that its 
monotony is again swinging the pendulum back to 
somewhere near where we started. 

They call it "Post -Modern" . Fortunately, it has not yet 
evolved into a " s t y le " . So far, it is characterized by an 
effort to shape buildings not just to elaborate the box but 
to create volumes which intrigue the eye and appeal to 

continued on page 24 



Your Best Source 
of Quality 

Architectural 
Products! 

For BIG J O B S like this plant in Omaha for Bemis Bag 
WHERE WE FURNISHED 230 TONS OF STRUCTURAL AND M\SC. STEEL, 360 TONS OF SHORT AND LONG SPAN 
JOISTS AND JOIST GIRDERS, 750 SQUARES OF ROOF DECK, TRENCH GRATES AND FRAMES, ALUMINUM EX
PANSION JOINT COVERS AND ROOF HATCHES AND FLAG POLES. 

Some of our other 
products are: 

*Student & Athletic Lockers * Rolling Doors & Shutters 
*Toilet Partitions & Acces. * Metal Letters & Room Signs 

Emshwiller, Rath & Associates, Inc. 
3205 North 90th St.•Omaha, Nebraska 68134 

Phone: 402/572-1811 
Installations of many other products by E R A Instal lat ions, Inc. 

The COMPLETE 
Refreshment Center 

HOT WATEH 

Gel 190 hoi water in
stantly Quick recovery-
over 60 cups an hour 
capacity 

S C I E N T I F I C A L L Y 
D E S I G N E D F O R 
P R E P A R A T I O N , S T O R A G E 
AND S E R V I N G O F 
M E A L S AND S N A C K S 

The Dwyer Refreshment Center offers many distinctive 
features. The unit is of welded steel construct ion with en
tire front f inished in vitreous porcelain. Eyelevel microwave 
oven, automatic ice maker, full a c c e s s refrigerator. It will fit 
food service s y s t e m s in nursing homes, institutions, 
b u s i n e s s and a wide variety of rental properties. 

Used for: 
n o u r i s h m e n t • Coffee room ki tchens 

• Teachers lounges 
Executive office k i tchens 
Sewage treatment plants 

• M e d i c a l 
station 

• U t i l i t y p o w e r p l a n t s 
• Church coffee rooms 

FASHION KITCHENS 

MICROWAVE O V E N 
C o n i e m p o r a r y c o o k i n g c o n v e 
nience E a s y c lean s la in iess in 
terior Adjustable shel l . 

S C o m p a n y 
3839 Mer le 

Des M o i n 
Negley Design & Sales Company 

Hay Road 
es , Iowa 
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Architecture? 
cont inued f rom page 22 

the imagination. There is even a noticeable effort to 
soften the harshness with mouldings, and even with 
features which might be called ornament. 

Archi tecture is not a verbal art, and it is futile to try to 
explain what constitutes Architecture. There are no 
formulas — there really weren't any formulas during the 
Beaux Arts Period — . The Archi tect 's problem is to 
create structure which will enrich men's lives. This 
means that a structure must give a person who uses it — 
even one who merely views it — more than a mental 
st imulus really an emotional lift. There is a surprise ele
ment such as finding an unusually effective way of com
bining ordinary constituents. Mere novelty doesn't 
describe it; rather it is a transformation of a com
monplace into a creative delight, a feeling that is a mix
ture of awe. surprise, contentment, delight, warmth, 
st imulation. 

While it is not possible to define the quality that makes 
a work of Architecture, Painting or Sculpture, some 
specif icat ions might indicate what pleases the viewer. In 
some fashion, the individual must f ind in it something 
which recalls a previous pleasant experience. He may 
not be aware of the connection; which is probably buried 
in his memory, maybe from his youth. Effective Architec
ture finds those memories and designs forms that pull 
them out of the viewers subconscious. 

That is what makes indigenous Architecture. The Aga 
Kahn is attempting to revive the Architecture of Islam, 
not by replicating ancient buildings, but by encouraging 
use of the vocabulary and the basic character of what 
gave those buildings their distinctive flavor. Some such 
move is overdue in the West as we happily seem to be 
outgrowing our binge into abstraction. 

I have been leading you to conclude that Design is the 
only aspect of Architecture. That is definitely not my in
tention any more than I would contend that winning is the 
only worthy aim of athletic competi t ion. Design is very 
damn important, but an architectural victory can be lost 
in many other ways than Design. 

We strive professionally to convince the public that 
our efforts are directed only to their interests. Our 
registration laws get their authority from the assumption 
that they are necessary for Public Health and Safety. Ac
tually, the public is only a Client whom we are sometimes 
inclined to consider as an important nuisance. Our mis
sion is to create for the Client an environment in which 
he can function to the best of his abilities, and if we ac
compl ish fully our mission, it is also a benefit for the 
general good. 

The Client's interest is ideally given full expression in 
the Program.That is where the first strike against us 
usually happens, but there are at least five strikes that 
can bench us. 

First, is the failure to find all the significant information 
about what is intended to happen in the building. A Client 
often gives the Architect credit for knowing more about 
his own problems than is actually the case, thinking that 
2 4 

the Architect can read his mind to elicit details that seem 
unimportant to him until he finds them missing in the 
completed structure. The Architect, in preparing a pro
gram, must know the physical requirements for each 
space, how it will be used, and by whom. If possible, he 
should submit these " w h o m ' s " to intensive questioning 
to get their ideas and requirements. 

The second pitfall is the Architect 's failure to transmit 
the full inventory of program requirements to the staff 
which must implement them. He must make clear, and 
must make sure that his designer and engineer and 
draftsman understand not only the size of rooms and 
their relationships to other spaces, with a complete 
tabulation of equipment and facilities, but any prejudices 
or preferences of whomever will use the space. 

Third among the list of horrors is the Architect's 
failure to make certain that all bases, drawings, 
specifications and the various engineering aspects, are 
coordinated. This is no such simple matter as checking 
door swings to be sure that a light switch is not placed 
behind an open door. Beams, ducts, and piping or con
duit seem to have a way of gravitating to the same spot, 
and untangling confl icts during construction on the job is 
costly to the Architect; sometimes to the Client, and can 
cause irreparable damage to the Architectural fetus. 

Next is failure to translate the designer's intent into 
contract documents. No Matter how thorough a 
specification writer may be. he also is no mind reader 
and has only a 50-50 chance of specifying the right tex
ture, color or shape if allowed to proceed without com
plete guidance. 

The last failure comes during construction if, as often 
happens, the Architect gets conned into accepting an in
ferior item. Contractors naturally try to complete a pro
ject with as great a profit as they can squeeze out of its 
execution. Their chance of lessening the cost of labor is 
practically nil so they attempt to buy material as cheap 
as they can get away with. In these days of strenuous 
competition and relaxed morals, it is easy to find sub
standard products to substitute for what has been 
specified. The Architect wishes to appear fair, perhaps 
hoping that any concessions which he may make might 
prompt compensating help from the Contractor later, 
should some deficiency in plans show up. Also, he 
realizes that he doesn't know everything and there is a 
possibility that the substitute may be equal to the 
specified product. He finally accepts the cleverly 
rationalized, but unsubstantiated claims of the contrac
tor, which more often than not he will regret later. One 
occasionally has the uncomfortable feeling that 
deterioration in quality, so prevalent in building labor and 
material suppliers, may be affecting the profession and 
himself. 

Architects don't necessarily get better and better, 
year by year, but they do change. The Architect of the 
1920's. in approaching a problem, would go to his library 
to find in a book a suitable crib for his project. The 1930 
Architect would consult the "Architectural Forum," a 
magazine then current. In 1940, he would turn to a 

cont inued on page 31 
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MARaUART 
CONCRETE BLOCK C O M P A N Y 
110 Dunham Place. P. O. Box 990 
Waterloo. Iowa 50704 (319)-233-8421 

WE DID IT FOR 
STRAYER-WOOD . . . 
WE CAN DO IT FOR YOU 
Both the interior and exterior walls 
of the iDeautiful new University of 
Northern Iowa s Strayer-Wood 
Theater are constucted of distinctive 
Marquart splyt-face block. The rough 
texture block provides a stone-like 
surface, casting a new dimension to 
architecture. Add character to your 
next construction project. Call 
Marquart Concrete Block Company 
today. 

Architect: 
Brown, Healey and Bock 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

General Contractor: 
J e n s Olesen & Sons 
Waterloo, Iowa 

Masonry Contractor: 
Seedorff Masonry, Inc. 
Strawberry Point, Iowa 

• r a m E n m m E n n 

GET JTHE FACTS 
Get the facts on 

Weatherllner. . . 
the fastest grow
ing line of prime 
windows around. 

Independent 
test results will 
show you that 
Weatherliner outper
forms wood or aluminum 
competition. Select from 
a wide variety of styles in 
double or triple glaze. 

f 1 

This time, specify the window with the facts 
to back it up . . . Weatherliner. It 's the 

total window system for today's builder. 

ASK FOR DETAILS ABOUT 
THE ONLY DOUBLE 

PATIO DOOR SYSTEM 
IN MID-AMERICA. 

DOUBLE OR TRIPLE-
GLAZED MODELS AVAILABLE. 

T H E G E R K I N C O M P A N Y 
1501 Zenith Drive • Sioux City, Iowa 51103 • Phone 712-255-5061 
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S a v e energy. . .save money 
mapes INSULATED PANELS 

Maximum Energy Savings—Lasting Beauty 
Vandal-Resistant Finish 

Energy conservation is everybody's job, and Mapes Insulated 
Panels can do the job for you at a savings. If you're interested in 
enhancing the beauty of your facility at a very reasonable cost 
and provide for continual energy savings, then you should install 
Mapes Panels. 

Mapes Panels have highest insulating values. 
The U-value of a 
product is a measure
ment showing the BTU 
loss passing through a 
square foot of material 
per hour per each 
degree of temperature 
difference. The lower 
the U-value. the more 
effective the material. 
R-value is another 
method of measuring 
insulation. The higher 
the R-value, the more 
effective the product. 

Write or call tTIBpOS indUStriSS oept s pn - i . p.o. box eooeg. uncom, Nebr. essoi, Phone 402-466-1985 

Product U-Value R-Value 

1/4" glass 1.10 .91 
1" insulated glass .56 to .62 1.79 
4" brick 1.25 .80 
6" pre-cast 2.08 .48 
8" concrete block .90 1.11 
4" brick & 8" cone, block .52 1.91 
1 " MAPES PANELS .193 5.20 
1-1/4" MAPES PANELS .153 6.56 
1-3'4" MAPES PANELS 108 9.27 
2-1/4" MAPES PANELS .084 11.97 
3-1/4" MAPES PANELS .058 17.38 
4-1/4" MAPES PANELS .044 22.19 

We are in Sweets Catalog 7.5/Ma 

Mapes Insulated Panels can be used 
in window wall or curtain wall systems. 
They are also simple to add to existing 
windows as shown above. 

POLYSTYRENE 1 8 HAROBOARD 
BACKING 

SKIN 
PORCEUUN FRONT 

PRIMER REAR 

Color 
For 
Sale! 
Convenient 
Color Copying 
Is Here 
At Last . . . 

YOUR FIRST COPY FREE 
T H R O U G H JULY 3 1 , 1979 

SERVICE PHOTOPRINT, a qu ick and easy way to 
reproduce co lor d o c u m e n t s and photographs. Or to 
add the Impact and c lar i ty of co lo r to b lack-on-whi te 
documents . Or even to reproduce 35mm color slides 
up to eight times larger, on plain bond paper. We've 
got the answer, whatever your commun i ca t i on needs 
may be: the new Xerox 6500 co lo r copier ! 

• Reproducing co lor d o c u m e n t s {and three-
d imens iona l ob jec ts ) faster and more economica l l y 
than w i th t rad i t iona l m e t h o d s . 

• Creat ing h igh-qual i ty cop ies of color pr ints and 
other ha l f tone i l l us t ra t ions . 

• Add ing impact to p resen ta t ions and reports by 
means of co lor t ransparenc ies . 

• Mak ing impor tant co r respondence , char ts and pic
torial mat ter more easi ly unders tood . 

S E R V I C E PHOTOPRINT 
924 Grand Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
Phone 515/288-1927 
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M . I . I . 
is the 

Masonry Institute of Iowa 

it is new, and so is its 

Masonry Wall Cost Book 
3J wails to compare 

Get Your Copy Today! 
call a member, masonry contractor or material 
supplier in your area...it is up-to-date with June 1, 
1979 labor and matenal costs. 
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H A Y D I T E 
" T H E O R I G I N A L L I G H T W E I G H T A G G R E G A T E " 

ANOTHER E X A M P L E OF W E I G H T - R E D U C I N G , C O S T -
C U T T I N G L I G H T W E I G H T H A Y D I T E C O N C R E T E . 

Ruan Center, Des Moines, Iowa, 
offers impressive test imony to 
the ever-increasing use of l ight
w e i g h t H a y d i t e c o n c r e t e t o 
reduce dead-loads and conse
quently, costs. 

In the Ruan Center this was ac
compl ished by using 7,500 cubic 
yards of 4,000 psi, 110 lb. per 
cu . ft. l ightweight* Haydite con -
* S o m e natural sand included. 

Crete in the f loors and 150,000 
Haydite blocks in the e levator 
shaft wal ls. 

With sol id savings th rough w e i g h t 
reduct ion, Haydite also o f fers i m 
proved fire rat ing, insu la t ion and 
acoust ics . . . all w i thou t sac r i f i c 
ing strength or appearance . For 
s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t 
your local suppl ier or cal l d i rec t . 

IJICHlIlCI 
HESMll CnifFIIH lUSStl l ««Il«C» 
•HCMIlICIS INClNIfUS PUSIEJS. INC 
DCS MOINCS. IOW< 

VANOiSUNDfN ( DCNNIS. 

I tO«»I. INC 

as iniiKi lowi otMir Ml 
«HJIE C l a l U t COWBTE CO 
0€S KOINES. IOW» 

tioca 
DEMCO. INC 
CES HOINIS lOWH 

C A R T E R 

W A T E R S 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

Producers of lightweight Haydite aggregate at 
New Market, Missouri and Centerville. Iowa. 
C A R T E R - W A T E R S C O R P . 
2440 WEST PENNWAY 
POST OFFICE BOX 19676 
KANSAS CITY. MO, 64108 
PHONE: 816-471- 2570 
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Need Cement Flexibility? 

M E D U S A 
Has The Products. 

There's a Medusa Cement to meet all of 
your cement requirements . . . Gray and 
White Portland, Bril<seT Gray and StoneseT 
White Masonry Cements and a complete 
line of Color Masonry Cements. All are 
manufactured to high quality standards — 
with the Color Masonry Cements mill-mixed 

for color stability and application ease. 
Flexibility in quality cements to meet all 
aesthetic and structural needs. Medusa 
b a c k s i t s q u a l i t y p r o d u c t s w i t h 
knowledgeable sales representat ives. 
They'll provide the answer to your cement 
application questions. 

For more information Write or Call: 

MEDUSA CEMENT COMPANY 
P.O. Box 5668 Cleveland, Ohio 44101 (216)371-4000 

de/ion uuith ujood 
The natural beauty of w o o d compl iments any structure or 
bui ld ing. Whether it's indoors or outdoors . . . next time 
you design, keep us in m ind . 

W e specialize in clear all heart 
Redwood hot tubs, quality sun, 
poo l , and pat io decks, privacy 
fences. 



Tbc Profcssiopafe 
Professiopal It>sulatiop. 

Raylite expanded polystyrene offers you all the versatility you are look
ing for in a building insulation material. It can be purchased as a rigid 
boardstock or as a water repellent masonry fill. 

Commercial • Industrial 
low thermal conductivity 
low moisture-vapor permeability 
high strength to weight ratio 

Residential 
dimensional stability 
easy installation 
economical 

Manufacturing, fabrication, design, 
consulting, technical assistance. 

l\AINNESOTA DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS, INC. 
St. Paul, MN Phone (612) 645-4654 

Caterpillar Power Systems 

Check Out The Economics 

n Y O U R CATERPILLAR D E A L E R 

...for more than the expected 
104th and Hickman Road. Des Moines. 50322 Phone (515) 270 2800 
Caterpillar, Cat and CB are Trademarks of Caterpillar Tractor Co 

Independent, on-site power can be the economica l so lu
tion to your industrial or commerc ia l needs. And if you 

want economy plus reliability, check out Caterpi l lar 
engines and power systems f rom GIbbs /Cook . Cat 

systems are backed by Total Product Suppor t , 
Including design, installation, inspect ion and 

maintenance. Features like 24-hour parts 
availabil ity. And the most modern In-
shop service and testing facil i t ies in 
the Midwest. 

Economy. Reliability. Service. You get 
all three with Caterpi l lar Power Systems 
f rom Gibbs /Cook. Sales and service 
facil it ies In Des Moines, Mason City, 
Fort Dodge and Postvil le. 
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Got Problems 
.Well 

The Solutions 
Petricai Wood Fiber 
Decking 
Walcon Siding 
Roof, Wail & Floor 
Expansion Joints 
Laminated Arches & 
Beams 
Mansard & Facia 
Panels 
Steel Joist 
Zip-Rib Decking 
Ram Skylights 
inryco Floor & Roof 
IHatches 
Panelfold Partitions 

c J a v i c I i D Q a r i n c . 
construction components 
• E s moinES, lOLun 50355 
5 1 5 / 2 6 2 - 8 2 5 1 
in lOLUR a O O / 3 6 S - 2 7 8 6 

COMING.,. 
The 1979 Convention 

Issue of the 
Iowa Architect 

Don't miss this excellent opportunity to 
advertise your products and/or services 
in this important issue. 

YOU CAN USE THIS MEDIUM FOR ONLY 

PER COPY 

R E A C H — A R C H I T E C T S , C O N T R A C T O R S , 
HOME BUILDERS, ENGINEERS, BUILDING 
SUPPLIERS, MUNICIPAL HEADS, HOSPITALS 
SCHOOLS, B A N K S PLUS MORE. 

Deadl ine for copy: Aug 15, 1979 

Write or Call: 
THE IOWA ARCHITECT 

3501 Sky l ine Drive • Des Moines , Iowa 50310 
5 1 5 / 2 7 7 - 1 8 8 1 or 5 1 5 / 2 5 5 - 1 1 2 2 

HICKUN. 
GENERATORS INSTALLED 

in VA HOSPITAL, DES MOINES, IOWA 

EMERGENCY 
POWER 

Cal l us for your next project- Comple te des ign , engi
neer ing. & ins ta l l a t i on service. A l l equ ipment assembled 
at our Ankeny M a n u f a c t u r i n g & D is t r i bu t ion Center. 

HICKUN POWER COMPANY . 515-288-9731 
P.O. Box 4026 • Des Mo ines , lA. 50333 
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Architecture? 

continued from page 24 

manual of codes and regulations. The Architect of the 
1950's would consult the writ ings of LeCorbusier and 
Frank Lloyd Wright, after which he would compose an 
elaborate thesis outlining his intentions. 1960 was easy, 
he would merely smoke a joint and imbibe adequately 
from the bottle. 1970; that 's us, and we. of course, are 
more sincere than our predecessors. We are not enticed 
by slogans which offer function, or space, or in-
terpenetration. We are somewhat handicapped by living 
in a highly confused age. This is brought to our attention 
by the newspapers on the morning after election when 
the public has been reported as ignoring the civic duty of 
voting. It is heard on the broadcast media when a 
musical selection consists almost totally of a drum solo. 
It is seen in painting and sculpture which present com
positions so abstract that it is impossible for the average 
viewer to detect any meaning. In spite of that, and in 
spite of the fact that we live in an increasingly imper
sonal society. Architecture seems to be turning toward a 
response to human values. That should utilize all our 
creative energy, but there is a saying which is supported 
by impressive evidence that "People are no damn 
good" . Architects are people. Are we going to be any 
damn good? 

T H E F I N E S T 
HANDWOVEN 

ORIENTAL R U G S 
New super sheen. Beautiful clear 

colors for every decor. Breathtaking. 

OTHER W O R K BY 
INTERNATIONAL 

A R T I S A N S 
ON D I S P L A Y 

Hand carved accessories for 
home or office in onyx, brass, 

copper and wood. Come and see 
for yourself. 

A v a i l a b l e o n l y a t 

J&S international 
4045 Merle Hay Road • 2nd Floor American Federal BIdg. 

Des Moines. Iowa 50310 • (515) 276-0636 
Monday-Friday 12-7 • Saturday 12-6 

Or, By Appointment 

In Iowa 

% 
CONTRACTORS STEEL 

CORPORATION 
is your local 

FENESTRA Distributor 
Complete Inventory of 

FENESTRA 
S T E E L DOORS, F R A M E S 

and HARDWARE 
Now contractors, archi tects and owners c a n buy 
Standard and custom door and frame products 
from a single source ... F E N E S T R A / L O C K H A R T . 

Fenes t ra , a leading producer of S T A N D A R D 
products for more than 70 years, has acqui red 
Lockhart Manufacturing Co. , a 20 year old firm 
with a well-earned reputation for quality C u s t o m 
Doors. F rames , and F l u s h G l a z e s E n t r a n c e 
S y s t e m s . 

IIIEDI 

. FAST DELIVERY • 
TO YOUR J O B SITE ^ 

• REMODELING DOOR 
& FRAME PACKAGE 
Easy to replace old wood or maiai 
doors with Fer^estra s new 
Remodel Door & Frame Package 

CONTRACTORS STEEL CORPORATION 
1901 Easton B lvd . •P.O. Box 1696 

D E S M O I N E S , IOWA 50306 

Phone 
515/265-6123 m FENESTRA 

1 1 1 DIVIIIOII 0( IHI t l » « * I O I I 6 » 0 U C i«C :1*ICM1C»« 
I I I i R I i r m i l S t l V A M I * WSO« 
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V I S I T O U R S H O W R O O M 
F E A T U R I N G 

r 

Whirlpool Builder Products 

^ ^ • ^ Yorktowne K I T C H E N / B A T H C A B I N E T S 

9̂ 9̂9 '̂"̂ ^̂ ^̂  & BATH C A B I N E T S 

W A T E R H E A T E R S — G A S & E L E C T R I C 

Country Oak cabinets by Yorktowne. The look 
ofanear l ier lime without the inconvenience. 

Cf/^^ie^ DISTRIBUTING CO. 

GENERAL OFFICES: P. O BOX 1534 
2 2 0 5 BELL AVE. 

DES MOINES, I O W A 50306 

Phone 280-1722 

Design with 

Concrete Masonry 

Cedar Rapids Block Co. 
319/363-0233 

Clinton 
Block Co, 

319/242-4051 

Burlington 
Block Co. 

319/752/5667 

ne Busimsmil's 
BefBFtmiit Stm 

• NEW AND USED OFFICE FURNITURE 

• COMPLETE LINES OF OFFICE SUPPLIES 

• FAST DELIVERY IN DES MOINES 2d8m 

Coralville Block Co. 
319/354-1003 

COMMEnCIAL 
OFFICE 
SUPPLY 
COMPAMY 

329 EAST FIFTH STREET OPEN WEEKDAYS 8-5 
VISIT OUR DISPLAY ROOM 
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Landscaping 

Well Designed 
Plantings Lawn 

Sprinkling 
Systems 

Large 
Specimen 
Plants 

Keep your Building 
Looking Great with a 

Green Lawn All Summer 

LET u s HELP YOU WITH YOUR 
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 

Large Selection of Specimen 
Nursery Stock 

and 
Garden Supplies Hoskins 

Garden Center 
and Nursery 
2401 Harding Road 

Des Moines, la. 50310 
Ph. 277 6242 

Choose From These 
Fine Lines 

Centrecon 
Infranor 
RytherPurdy 
Wellmade 

Peerless 
Sterner 
York 
Imperial Bronzelite 

Western Lighting Standards 

Gerald Strand 
Ken Slinde 

Steve Hahn 
Jerry Games 

C A R N E S 

M A N U F A C T U R E R S ' R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
14615 Martin Drive Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55344 

612/941-5040 

Office 
iRmihjre 
Systems 

GF Businesff Equipmant 

C k o c h b r o t h e r s 
325 Grand Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50308 
(515) 283-2451 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

S i g n a g e '.:K*it\r.V. 

Johnson Specialty Sales 

P.O. Box 2691 

Des Moines, Iowa 50315 

Phone (5151 285 2483 

KV.i;̂ :?.::;Tl 

A c c e s s Security Systems And Controls 

TELEPHONE — 
CONTROLLED 
ENTRANCE 
SECURITY FOR 
BUILDINGS AND 
PRIVATE 
DEVELOPMENTS 

"INTEGRITY AND RELIABILITY" 

CARD ACCESS CONTROLS 
ELECTRIC GATE CONTROLS 
ELECTRIC LOCK SYSTEMS 
PARKING SYSTEMS 

400 S.W. c 
Des Moim 
400 S.W. 9th Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
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IWhat Rcx>f 
Has Tlie 
Ljovvest Total Cost 
[To Own 
And Maintain? 

RESILIENT URETHANE 
ELASTOMERIC COATING 

FLUID MEMBRANE SURFACE 

URETHANE SPRAY FOAM 

ROOF STRUCTURE 

The TROLEX APPLIED ELASTOMERIC 
URETHANE ROOF SYSTEM Capable of Returning 

Your Investment in 5 Years 

J 

Our Uralhan* roof tyatam being Inttallod at 1800 S.W. 2nd S<.. Das Molnaa, Iowa. 

• Waterproof and water 
resistant 

Seamless—no joints to expand, 
bubble or rupture 

Sprayed on—goes on faster 
and protects your existing 
roof immediately 

Elastic—resists the elements 
and mechanical abuse 

Lightweight—avoids structural 
weight problems 

Strong—Effectively withstands 
foot traffic 

CPR Upjohn 
Owens Corning 

We Are Qualified Applicators For 
Witco Chemical 
Foam Systems 

Contech/Sonneborn 

Chemetics, Inc. 
United Coatings 

Irathane. Inc. 

cnberprises. inc. 

Our personnel are trained to get the job done 

Quickly and Professionally 

URETHANE INSULATION & ROOFING 
ELASTOMERIC COATINGS 

322 E. Court • Des Moines, lA 50309 • 515/282-0581 

Carpenter Chemical 
Gates Engineering 

C a l l o r W r i t e ... 

NOTE: 
The use ol ihrs pioduci 
has increased 25% in the 
last 12 months 
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Controlled 
Circulation paid 

at Des Moines, laj 

ROBKRT F.. KOKIILI'R, EDITOR 

1735 Nl-W YORK AVENUE N. V.'. 
WASHINGTON. D. C . 20006 

Distributors Of Quality 

SPECIFIED 
BUILDING 
PRODUCTS 

Divisions 3 thru 13 
Masonry i Concrete Metals Wood & Plastics 
Thermal & Moisture Protection Doors & Windows 

Finishes Equipment Special t ies 
Special Construct ion 

Rock Island, Illinois Des Moines, Iowa 

309-788-8412 515-243-6286 
619 Hth Street 510 S.W. 9th St. 

STETSON BUILDING PRODUCTS ID) 


