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R E D U C E S WALL W E I G H T . 
INSULATES AND 

SPEEDS E R E C T I O N 

Only 4<" in total thickness, a new 
thin wall panel recently perfected by the 
Indiana Limestone Institute which provides a very 
high insulating value, is composed of 2" of limestone 
facing mechanically fastened to 2" of Tectum, a rigid-
type insulating board. 

Several pieces of stone applied to a single piece of Tectum 
are set as one unit, or a large panel. Masons working 
with this new material for the first time on the Meadows 
Shopping Center in Indianapolis, achieved the rate of 
approximately 1,200 square feet per day. 

Panels are anchored into the backup, or structural steel, 
with strap anchors and dowels. This type construction 

is very practical and can be adapted to various de­
signs. For further information and details, write 

today. 

' TECTUM 
RIGID TYPE 
INSULATING 
BOARD 

STEEL 
FRAMING 

I N D I A N A L I M E S T O N E 
I N S T I T U T E 

B E D F O R D . I N D I A N A 

Founded 1932 as a service 
organization for the architect 

and contractor 
MECHANICAL 
FASTENERS 

STEEL CHANNEL 
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WALL DETAIL 
Meadows Shopping Center 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Reprint From Indianapolis Star 
"For A Hoosier Building" . 

The Indiana .1 refuted is the official publication of the Indiana 
.Society of Architects, a chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
It is puldishcd monthly in Indianapolis. Editorial and advertising 
offices are located at 5930 Gladden Drive. Indianapolis 20. Ind. Editorial 
and advertising poficy for the Indiana Anh'.tect is governed by the Pub-
fications Committee. Indiana Society of Architects, whose members are 
Trace Christ en son. Jr., 230 If'. Washington St., South Bend; Joe Cezar. 
4f)20 E. HOth St.. Indianapolis; Hay Thompson. 2211 E. 52nd St.. Indi 
anapolis; and Robert Schuftz. 1015 Hudson Ave., South liend. The In-
ili'imi tirhitett is edited by Joe l.edlie. 5^)30 Cladden Drive. Indianap-
nlis JO. Ind. 
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I.S.A. Official Sels Record 
Straight O n School Costs 

\'.\ E D W A R D D. J A M E S 
I ' l c i i smcr , I . S . A . 

Much has been said lately, net only in our local press but in national magazines as 
wel l , concerning an alleged "waste of public funds" and the so-called "high cost of school 
construction." As a matter (if fact, a leading columni--;t in a prominent Mid-western daily 
newspaper recently said, "Isn't it high time that school boards, parents and taxpayers 
wake up to the increasing waste of public funds that are resulting from the growing 
trend in many A m e r i c a n communit ies of building costly 'dream palaces' for use 
as public schools? " 

T h e inference is established that school 
boards, school assessors, township trustees, 
and architects connive to build costly build­
ings with many unnecessary areas that are 
for other than c lassroom purposes. Obvious­

ly, the columnist didn't 
realize, for instance, that 
the law requires definite 
square footage of f lojr 
areas assigned to teach­
ers' lounges, health cen-
t e r s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
suites, kitchens, s t u d y 

V ' - ^ B (k'linilcly c 1 :i - n n 
M r . J a m e s spaces 

T h e cost of construction has increased con­
stantly s ince World W a r I I . to a point where 
every architect of my accjuaintance spends 
more than a considerable part of his time in 
an effort to reduce to an absolute min imum, 
al l space not definitely required by law. The 
one exception which cannot be laughed off 
in the State of Indiana, is the frenzy of en­
thus iasm with which otherwise responsible 
businessmen insist upon throwing thousands 
of dol lars away on basket ball gymnas iums 
in order that each community wi l l be pre­
pared for a state championship team. 

If this enthusiasm of the local groups con­
tinues, who knows, it may take a state law 
to require only one large seating capacity 
g y m n a s i u m within a certain p o p u 1 a t i o n 
count. However, this one item, costly as it 
is , is the only single item in my knowledge 
that is added to the cost of a building, be­
yond the absolute min imum re(|uirement by 
law. 

E L I M I N A T E ( O D E S 
We c a n cut great costs from our buildings 

if we el iminate our codes on plumbing and 
heating and ventilation, if we loosen up our 
codes on the lighting and window areas—but 
in doing so we throw our progress to the 
winds an I build buildings n,) better than our 
grandfathers built. 

I believe there are places for buildings 
w a y below the min imum standards! 1 be­
l ieve there are areas in the slate where 
schoolroom construction is needed so much 
that even a building constructed on the 
s tandards of 20 or 30 years ago would create 
a better condition than that exiting at the 

I ' A c i ' : \ 

moment. There are communities where 
storerooms and houses and basements of 
churches are being used and our children are 
going to school in conditions far worse than 
the one-room schoolhouse. 

B O U N D B Y L A W 
If the law allowed exceptions to be made, 

it is my belief that banks of schoolrooms 
could be provided at a lower cost per pupil, 
and other facilities added as financial ability 
allowed. However, that is beyond the rea lm 
of the architect and he is bound by the law 
as it exists and is forced to design to the 
standard .set up and administered by the 
Administrative Building Council , the State 
Board of Health and the F i r e Marshal 's 
office. No architect of my acquaintance is 
building beyond these requirements and it 
is my opinion that the people talking about 
the high cost of school buildings are scream­
ing about isolated conditions rather than 
the average. And isolated conditions in my 
opinion, not quite as bad as the hysteria for 
over-designed basketball arenas. 

I .S .A. Membership 
Now Totals 254 

The Indiana Society of Architects mem­
bership now totals 254. according to a re­
cent report by I .S .A . Secretary A r t h u r 
Broecker. The membership breakdown, as 
of October «, is as follows: 

Corporate Members 148 
Associate Members 63 
Junior A.ssociate Members 31 
Fel lows, A . I .A . 3 
Members Emeri tus , A . l . A . 4 
Honorary Associates 4 
Honorary Corporate I 

T O T A L 254 
There are currently 320 registered resident 

architects in the state of Indiana, plus an 
additional 358 out-of-state architects licensed 
to practice in the state. Of the total I .S .A . 
membership there are 195 registered archi­
tects, which means that a total of 125 regis­
tered architects in the state have no affilia-
ion with either the Indiana Society of Arch i ­
tects or the American Institute of Architects. 

Colorful A . l . A . History 

Spans lOO-Years 
Founding of the A m e r i c a n Institute of Ar­

chitects 100 years ago signalized the emerg­
ence of the |)rolession of architecture as a 
full time means of livelihood rather than as 
the avocation of talented amateurs such as 
Jef ierson, physican Thornton, first architect 
of the Capitol and the Octagjn , and lawyer 
Andrew Hamilton who designed Independence 
Hal l . 

T h i s development of the |)rofessi()n had 
been gradual , paralleling the burgeoning 
economy of the young nation in creating 
burdens and problems—problems of attain­
ing public recognition and understanding, of 
establishing and receiving equitable remu­
neration for services, of developing comrade­
ship with fellow architects. 

There were two premature attempts at 
forming a professional society, neither of 
which took hold. The first in 1803, was the 
"Brethren of the Workshop of Vitruvius." 
The second, "The American Institution cf 
Architects ." being founded in 1836 with a 
membership of 25 widespread—too wide­
spread—am jng the cities of the Eas t Coast. 

B y 1857, however. R ichard Upjohn, archi­
tect of Trini ty Church, succeeded in inter­
esting fellow New York architects in forming 
an organization, the purpose of which was 
discussion and solution of their common 
problems. On February 23, the 13 founding 
members met in Upjohn's office in the Trin 
ity Building, 111 Broadway. T h i s member 
ship included, in addition to Upjohn, his S3t^ 
R i c h a r d W. Upjohn. E d w a r d Gardiner. J 
Wrey Mould, H. W. Cleaveland. Leopold E i d 
litz, Henry Dudley, Richard Morris Hunt 
P'rederick A. Petersen. Charles Babcock, J 
C. Wells, John Welch and J . W. Priest. 

The originally selected name was "Nev| 
Y o r k Society of Architects ." which wa 
changed to A. l .A . a! the secnod meeting oi 
M a r c h 10. Articles of Incorporation werq 
executed on April 13, 1857 with the appoint 
ment of nine Trustees. The organization im 
mediately took r o d and flourished, having 
membership of 36 by F e b r u a r y 1858. 

R ichard Upjohn, the guiding spirit of th^ 
(list meeting, became first president on th( 
Institute, serving from 1857 to 1876. Impor 
tant in the success of the new organizatioi 
were its firm decision to ban all political dis 
cussions in a time of great unrest, and th 
fact that it was at first a local New Yor 
group, permitting the necessary cohesion c 
(liiect and tre(|uent meetings ol the member 
ship. 

T h e Tr in i ty Building, site of the first meel 
ing, was designed by Upjohn in 1851. It wa 
a five story structure of round arched wir 
dows. stone string courses and terra cott 
cornice and keys l jnes . with a lion's head b 
sculptor, Henry Kirk Brown, gracing th 
main entrance keystone. 
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The President Speaks 
By F R A N K M O N T A N A , President , 

Indiana Society of Arcli itects, A . I . A . 

What is happening to professional ethics? 
Recent events in connection with the State 
Office Building have made me wonder. Are 
we acting in the best interests of the pro­
fession of Architecture—or are we letting 

personal ambitions take 
1 their place? L e t us recal l 
I the wonderful spirit of un-
; selfish competition when 
: we used to wish good 
; luck to our competitors. 
: What is happening to this 
I f r i e n d l y c o m p e t i t i o n ? 

What is happening to the 
profession? We must al l 
work in the best inter­
ests of the profession! 

L e t us also ask our­
selves why Dorothy Thompson should write 
the way she did in the October issue of the 

Ladies Home Journa l ." Her essay on ' Is 
IThere a Right to B a d T a s t e " would never 

lave been written if al l the members of our 
jrofession did their job well. Certainly, 

M R . M O N T A N A 

'Architects are not the only people who 
spend their lives studying buildings and pro­
portions." The general public is a lways ex­
posed to buildings—they have to be by ne­
cessity—and some appreciation of them, good 
or bad, is bound to be had. Taste is per­
sonal, is cultivated, and is, no doubt, altered 
by environment. If one sees only the bad, 
he or she will try to improve the bad, or, 
accept the bad as good enough. As archi ­
tects, we always try to improve, and in so 
doing, however, never deny the good in the 
past. We know that it is not necessary to 
copy the past to give architecture the warmth 
and livable quality of some of our best build­
ings of the past. Our techniques and ways of 
l iving have changed. We certainly would not 
build a large Georgian Carr iage House to 
garage our automobile or plane. When Dor­
othy Thompson wrote the essay in question— 
it is quite evident—she demonstrated a com­
plete misunderstanding of the architect, a 
misunderstanding for which the profession 
must take the blame. Of course there is no 
excuse for bad taste, bad taste in anything— 
including our actions. 

McKenzie to Head 
Publication Committee 

Ralph McKenzie , designer and advert i s ing 
manager of F lour City O r n a m e n t a l Iron 
Company of Minneapolis, has been elected 
cha irman of the Publicat ion Commit tee of 
the Producers Council T e c h n i c a l Bul le t in . 

In announcing the election of M r . M c K e n ­
zie, David S. Mil ler , vice-president and mer­
chandising manager of the K a w n e e r C o m ­
pany, and a director of P r o d u c e r s Counci l 
Inc . , said, "The Publication Commit tee wi l l 
undertake an immediate idea study of the 
needs and desires of archi tects of A . I . A . 
with the thought that bas ic principles should 
be established in promoting the betterment 
and modernization of the ' T e c h n i c a l Bul le ­
tin'." 

Members of the Publ icat ion Commit tee in­
clude: Don Poor, Ceco Steel ; Don G u t h r i e , 
Dow C h e m i c a l ; C . L . A m m e r m a n , A m m e r -
man Co.; C . W. Reene, Por t land C e m e n t A s ­
sociation; John J . Schmitt , Celotex C o r p . ; 
Dean Randal l . Minneapolis Honeywe l l ; J . D . 
Lentz , Crane ; Wm. P. M a r k e r t , Nat ional 
Concrete Association; J a c k M c l n t y r e , New 
Castle Products; and Mike P . K o m a r , I n l a n d 
Steel. 

lONCRETE AND CANTILEVER DESIGN CUTS COSTS FOR INDIANAPOLIS SCHOOLS 

Merle Sidener School, Indianapolis. Architects: Daggett, Naegele & Daggett 

T h i s attractive school features concrete cant i ­
lever beams supported on twin r e i n f o r c e d 
concrete columns that form a c e n t r a l corr idor 
and a roof of lightweight p r e c a s t concrete 
panels. Cost was 20 to 25Vf l ess than c o m p a r ­
able structures in the a r e a . E x p o s e d concrete 
masonry was used for partit ions and b a c k u p 
in outside wal ls , assuring f ire-safety economy 
and durability. 

Concrete construction foi- schools is moder­
ate in first cost, has low m a i n t e n a n c e cost a n d 
extra long life. 

All-concrete roof covers two rows of classrooms and corridors. 
D r a w i n g below shows a cross-section through auditorium. 

P O R T L A N D 
CEMENT 

A S S O C I A T I O N 
612 Merchants Bank Bidg., Indianapolis, 4 Ind. 

A notional organizat ion to improve 
and extend the uses of port land cement a n d 

concrete . . . through scientific r e s e a r c h 
and engineering f ie ld work 

O C T O B E R . 1957 
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W H A T INDIANA A R C H I T E C T S 

MASONS E 
ciates are desi 
struetion on N 
It will be the 
erected at a 

N E W H O M E F O R S T A T E T E A C H E R S — U n d e r construction and awaiting occupancy 
next summer is the new Indiana State Teachers Association Building at the north­
east corner of Capital Ave. and Market Street, Indianapolis. The nine-story structure was 
designed by McGuire & Shook, architects-engineers. Total area of the building will 
be 89,166 square feet. Total volume wil l be 1,152,619 cuhic feet. The third through eighth 
door will be available for tenant use, while the ninth floor penthouse will be used by 
tin- Iiulianapolis Press . Club. The building also features a full basement, a restaurant , 
full kilclien. hallroom, aiul numerous lounge facilities. Contractors include Les l ie Colvin. 
F r e y n Hrothers. and Hatfield E l e c t r i c Co. Mechanical engineers are the J . M . Rotz 
Engineer ing Co. 

P A G ! - : (i 
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R E DOING 

ARfMCt T .'AVI 

L O D G E — C l a r e n c e T . Myers & Asso-
new Masonic Lodge now under coii-
|iue in Brookside Park , Indianapolis. 

Lodge No. 720, F & A M , and is being 
ximately S250,00D. Completion is ex­

pected in early Spring. The new structure is situated on a five-
acre tract and features two floors and a full basement. T h e first 
floor will be utilized for social purposes while the second floor 
will house lodge rooms capable of accommodating 2.50 members . 

HILL WU PP i: A, IMC 

.V i R ?. 

^ P L I T - L E V E L S C H O O L — H i l l and Wupper, Inc . , of Indian-
architects for the new split-level elementary school for 

^wnship. Located at 30th and Post Road, Indianapolis. 

C T O B E R . 1957 

the structure is expected to be ready for occupancy in another 
month. Cost is $500,000. It wil l consist of 18 c lassrooms which are 
located above a cafeteria and multi-purpose room. 
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E N G I N E E R S 

CONTRACTORS 

GYPSUM ROOF DECKS 
fire reslsfanj—Insula live—economical 

FIBERGLAS ACOUSTICAL SYSTEMS 
• eitured—perforofed—lonofacc ccllingi 

USG ACOUSTICAL SYSTEMS 
Acouitone—Auditone—Per (a tone—Corrutone 

USG & METLWAL PARTITIONS 
movoUle, incombustible interior walls 

BURGESS-MANNING C E R I N G S 
rodicnt panel heating ond cooling 

HAM5SON ACOUSTICAL SYSTEMS 
HansDnite—corrugated olumir 

FOLDING DOORS ^ 
Bemiiwoll—Eitendoor 

INDUSTRIAL SOUND ABSORBERS 
Acoustisorber—Sonosorber 

SOUND CONTROl 
IS a Job for ExperlJ 

WAlnut 3-246 

A N N I N G - J O H N S O I N I 
720 A L V O R D ST. 

A N E W C E N T U R Y B E C K O N S ' 

22 Applicants Pass 
State Examination 

Announcement has been made by the In­
diana State Board of Registration for archi­
tects that 22 men have successfully passed 
the 1957 stale .Architects examination. The 
22 applicants who now are eligible for In 
cliana certificates of registration are: 

Wallace Wayne Given, Evansvi l l e 

John Harold Loomis, Lafayette 

Wil l iam Vance R a m m e l , Fort Wayne 

Robert Norman Kenneiiy. Indianapolis 

Willis Clarence DeLaney, Logansport 

Joseph Leo Schroeder. Indianapolis 

Kugene Crawley Cooper, Indianapolis 

Herman Albert Hoffman, Sonth Bend 

Herman J . Terzine, LaPorte 

Wil l iam Hcward Cook, For t Wayne 

Alt Oscar Skaret, South Bend 

Don. B . F i sher , Indianapolis 

Robert E a r l Campbell , Indianapolis 

Leroy Herbert Becker, South Bend 

E r v i n Freder ick Purucker , South Bend 

J a m e s Meade Merrifield, Camby 

Herman Steiner Strauss, Fort Wayne 

Charles Howard Byfield, Indianapolis 

George Charles Lee, Kokomo 

Robert E . Foltz, Winona L a k e 

Raymond Will iam Ogle, Indianapolis 

Robert Leonard L a R u e . Indianapolis 

ECONOMICAL PRECAST CONCRETE 

AND ROOFS 

• Rigid 

• Fireproof 

• L o n g Span 

• Unbelievable Economy 

• N o Forming 

• Flush or Beam Ceilings 

• 6 0 ' r Noise Reduction 

JOISTS 

W R I T E O R C A L L U S F O R I N F O R M A T I O N ON T H E S E P R O D U C T S 

M A S O L I T E D IV IS ION 
G E N E R A L D R E D G I N G C O M P A N Y , I N C . 

2200 L a Fontain Street 
F O R T W A Y N E . I N D I A N A P H O N E A-1453 

T H O M A S S H I M E R J R . 

Shimer Named A s 
Home Show Architect 

Thomas Shimer J r . . Indianapolis architect] 
and associate member of the Indiana So­
ciety of Architects, has been named general! 
architect for the 1958 Indianapolis Home 
Show, according to an announcement by 
Home Show P r e s i d e n t Ben Olsen J r . 
Shimer's assignment will be to "blue print 
the entire show including the placing of 
various exhibits and determining the traffic 
routes." 

This year's show, the 33rd, will be held 
Apri l 11 through 20 in the Cattle Pavilion 
of the Indiana State Fairgrounds. Prelimi­
nary plans cal l for a theme contrasting con­
temporary and traditional architecture. 

Mr. Sh imer maintains his own office in his 
home at 3117 Richardt Ave. , but has been 
associated with the Indianapolis firms of C. 
Wilbur Foster & Associates and McGiiire| 
and Shook. He is a graduate of the Uni 
versify of Cincinnati. 

P A G E 8 

Noted Architect 
Visits Indianapolis 

F r a n k Lloyd Wright, world-famous archi­
tect, was an Indianapolis visitor last week] 
The colorful designer presented a lecturt 
on some of his recent architectural work ai 
the John Herron Art Museum. His appear 
ance in Indianapolis was sponsored jointly b\ 
the Business Furniture Co. and the Indian 
apolis Art Association. 

T H E I N D I A N A ARCIIITIOCTI 



Stock Blumcraft components, adjustable 

for pitch, height and post spacing, 

permit local ornamental iron shops to build 

quality aluminum railings . . . . 

The Architect is offered a wide choice of stock posts, 

balusters and handrails for immediate shipment. 

Competitive bidding among local ornamental iron shops is 

provided for public and private work. 

Low-Cost Tube-Line is comparable in price with aluminum pipe railing. 

Blumcraft Deluxe-Line is less costly than quality custom-built railings. 

O F P I T T S B U R G H 

460 M e l w o o d S , . , P O „ b u . g h I 3 / / p e n n s v a n i o P e r m a n e n t D i s p l a y , ,01 Po.K A v e n u e , N e w Yo.K, N - Y 
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Members Urged to Pay 
New Sustaining Dues 

Members of the Indiana Society of Archi ­
tects ;iii(l incnihcr archito i tural l irms have 
been urged to bring their dues up to date, 
especial ly those in the newly-created Sustain­
ing Membcr.'-hip c lass i f ical i (»n recently adopt­
ed by the society. 

According to I S.A. T r e a s i r ? r E d w a r d D. 
J a m e s , some 23 members and f irms have 
paid their sustaining membership dues. The 
following members and f i rms have complied 
with the new Sustaining Membership dues 
edict: 

B u r n s & Burns 
B o a r d of C h u r c h F^xtension of Disciples 

of Chr i s t 
Daggett Naegele & Daggett, Inc . 
Dorste & Pantazi 
F l e c k , Quebe & Re id Associates, Inc . 
Wi lbur C . Foster & Associates 
G a r n s a n d Moore & Associates. Inc . 
Hi l l & Wupper, Inc. 
A r t h u r B . Henning. Architect 
E d w a r d D. J a m e s , Architect , Inc. 
E d w a r d D . J a m e s & Associates, Inc . 
R a y m o n d S. Kastendieck, Architect 
Lennox . Matthews. Simons & F o r d , Inc. 
Joseph L . Mathews, Architect 

I .S .A . Calendar of Events for 1957-58 
D A T E 

I957_November 14 
December 14 

1958- J a n u a r y 9 
F e b r u a r y 13 
March 13 
Apri l 18 

May 8 
June 7 
J u l y 7-11 

T Y P E O F M E E T I N G 

Executive Board 
Second General Meeting 

l':x('cutiv(' l ioaid 
Execut ive Board 
Execut ive Board 
Third General Meeting 
Student Meeting 
Kxccutive Board Meeting 
Regional Meeting 
Execut ive Board 
Annual Meeting 
A . l . A . Convention 

L O C A T I O N 

'I'ci rc Haute 
Indianapolis 

G a r y 
Indianapolis 
Evansvi l l e 

South Bend. Morris Inn 

Indianapolis 
Indianapolis 
Cleveland, Ohio 

T h o m a s D . Medland, Architect 
Montana & Slniltz, Architects 
J a m e s J . McCarron . Architect 
Juliet Peddle, Architect 
M a x Pohlmeid-. Aichiteel 
W. J . S tra in . .Architect 
J a m e s M. Turner. Architect 
Walker , Applegate. C a k e s & Ritz, 

Architects 
Kenneth W. Williams, Architect 

specify 

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
* I ronbound* Continuous Strip* 

-if Hard Map le , Edge Gra in , Flat Grain 

* PermaCushion* free-floating Floor System 

* Maple , Beech, Birch, O a k strip flooring 
and unit blocks 

-k Ava i lab le D r i - V a c vacuum - Impregnated 
w i t h W O O D L I F E to r e s i s t m o i s t u r e , 
termites, decay 

-k For p u b l i c , c o m m e r c i a l a n d indust r ia l 
buildings 

k Every installation fully guaranteed 

•T.M. R«g. U.S. Pof. Off. 

G . E. W E A V E R C O . , I N C . 
1147 Mishawaka Ave. Ph. ATIantic 8-1458 

South Bend 1 5, ndiona 

O U R ADVERTIffi^EKS 
Anning-Jouhson Co., Inc. 

B l u m c r a f t of Pittsburgh 

Genera l Dredging Co., Inc. 

Indiana Limestone Institute 

Jones & Laughlin Steel 

Louisvil le L a m p Co., Inc. 

Portland Cement Association 

G . E . Weaver Co. , Inc. 

Manufacturers of 
A C O M P L E T E L I N E 

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL 
AND SCHOOL 

F L U O R E S C E N T 
LIGHTING F I X T U R E S 

r 

I N B U S I N E S S O V E R 25 Y E A R S 

WM. E. JOBES, Sales Rep. 
1242 E . lllllli St. Indianapolis, Ind. 

Phcnc VIctDr fi-IllO 

Louisville Lamp Co., Inc. 
724 W. Hreckinridge St. 

I . O r i S M I J . E ;J, K E N T U C K Y 

P A G E 10 
T H E I N D I A N A A R C H I T E C T 



For A Hoosier Building 
The anticipated cost of a state office building is 

being put at $20,000,000. If this figure is close to the 
mark, the architect's fee will be in the neighborhood of 
$1,000,000. Both of those figures represent big money. 

For that kind of money, the State Office Building 
Commission had the chance for its pick of Indiana 
architectural firms and combines. It probably could 
have had its pick of the architects of the Midwest, if 
it had indicated an interest in that wide a selection. 

In the face of these possibilities, the method by 
which an architect was named was peculiar. 

At a meeting on Aug. 29 the commission was advised 
that 27 firms with 222 member architects had re­
sponded to invitations to be considered for the contract. 
Plans were discussed to begin a study of the qualifica­
tions of these firms, and to seek information from their 
former clients. Eleven days and one meeting later the 
commission had narrowed the field to five firms by a 
process of secret ballot elimination. Nine days and one 
meeting after that the commission had interviewed 
representatives of these five for 30 minutes each, and 
in three more secret ballots had made its selection. 

It was hardly an ordinary way to pick the recipient 
of a $1,000,000 contract which will govern the spending 
of $19,000,000 more. 

The nod went to a Gary architect, on the basis of 
association with a much larger Chicago firm. The Gary 
firm is the one to be named in the contract and to be 
technically responsible to the commission. On this fact 
defenders of the selection base a claim that the award 
will be to an Indiana firm. The size of the Gary firm 
is so small in relation to its Chicago associate, and in 
relation to the job involved, that the obvious conclusion 
is that the out-of-state firm will dominate the opera­
tion if this selection holds. 

On this account there was immediate and vigorous 
reaction among architects, builders and others. The 
necessity for going out of the state for the principal 
architectural work has not been shown. It has not even 
been established that there would be any advantage in 
doing so. Price is not a consideration since fees are 
standard. In the absence of any pertinent reasons for 
doing so, going out of state for the architect was not 
a proper or wise thing to do. 

The commission's further action seems to suggest 
an odd lack of interest in this public reaction. Early, 
in its next meeting a vote was taken on a question of 
reopening the matter, and the ballot, again secret, was 
6 to 2 in favor of standing pat. The question presented 
for this vote, on ballots prepared in advance of the 
meeting, was whether to stand on the Sept. 18 action 
or reopen the matter and interview all architects. Of 
course it would not be necessary for the commission 
to interview all the architects in Indiana if it chose to 
reconsider the matter. 

What should be done would be much simpler than 
that. The commission ought to give a chance for fuller 
and more satisfactory presentation to the Indiana archi­
tectural firms or combines which are seriously con­
sidered as possibilities for the contract. This is not by 
any means all of them. 

In addition, the veil of secrecy should be pulled 
away from the process of selection. This is not a social 
club deciding whether to extend an invitation to the 
new family in the neighborhood. This is a public body 
in the act of spending $20,000,000 of public money. 
The considerations on which an architect is chosen 
should be plainly and openly stated. The votes of the 
individual members of the commission should be on 
the public record. 

Following such a procedure would not guarantee 
that everyone would be satisfied with the results. But 
it would leave less room for criticism of the method 
by which the result is reached. 

Such a procedure is also very likely to lead to the 
selection of an Indiana firm or group of firms to do 
the architectural work. That would be the logical thing. 
It would probably result naturally from a logical method 
of selection. 
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c o n t r a c t o r s 

• Let Holliday's Engineering 
Sales Division help solve your 
construction prob ems. 

H o l l i d a y ofTers a highly 
trained engineering statT, com­
plete lines of cons truct ion 
materials , unexcelled ware­
housing facilities, plus a cen-
tury of metal d i s t r ibut ion 
"know-how." T o meet your 
needs for steel—quickly, effi­
ciently, and dependably—let 
Holliday work for you. 

C O N S T R U C T I O N M A T E R I A L S 
D E P A R T M E N T 

Fabricated Concrete 
Reinforcing Bars 

Welded Wire Mesh 
for Buildings and Roads 

Concrete Accessor ies 
and Spacing Devices 

Expansion and Contraction 
joint Materials 

Metal Roof Deck 
Form Accessories 
Gary Welded and Riveted Grating 
Corrugated Galvanized Culvert Pipe 
Pipe Columns 
Bituminous Coated Culvert Pipe 
Highway Guard Railings 
Bridge Drain Tubes 
Flower Bed and Driveway Curbing 
Corktite Perimeter Insulation 
Wire Bar Ties 
Premoulded Membrane 

Vapor Barrier 
Gripstrut 
Aluminum Roofing and Siding 

W A R E H O U S E SPECIAL W O R K 
D E P A R T M E N T 

Formed Bent Plates 
Formed Rolled Plates 
Precision Shearing 
Shape Burning 
Threading 
Drilling 
Formed Stair-treads 
Ladder Rungs 
Anchor Bolts 

The Department Store ol Steel 

E N G I N E E R I N G S A L E S D I V I S I O N 

/ 
Holliday Steel Warehouse 
J & L s t e e l W a r e h o u s e D i v i s i o n 
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