K2




AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

OFETLCERS

President : 1. L. Roark, Jr.
5420 Johnson Drive
Mission, Kansas

Vice -President Frank R. Slezak
18 East 11th Street

Treasurer William H. Simon
25 East 12th Street

Secretary Ralph E. Myers
1016 Baltimore

DIRECTORS

John T. Murphy 15 West 10oth Street
Joseph B. Shaughnessy 3527 Broadway
Albert B, Fuller Temple Building

SKYLINES is published monthly by the Kansas City Chapter of the America
Institute of Architects and maxlec? without charge. Editor, Frank Grimald
402 Congress Building, Kansas City 2, Missouri.

Appearance of names and pictures of products or services in editorial copy ¢
agvertising does not constitute an endorsement of either by the A.L A. or th
chapter.




Skylines

Volume 3 Number 11, November 1953

WILLEM M. DUDOK

ARCHITECT

Guest Speaker

Chapter Meeting
Tuesday November 17
(Details in regular

meeting notice, )

-] -



Our Chapter will enjoy a rare privilege when the in-
ternationally-known W. M. Dudok speaks here this
month.

Before beginning his ten-week lecture tour of the U.

S., Dudok wrote:

"1 intend to speak about my own practice and
experience as an architect and a town plan-
ner, with ample illustrations of buildings and
designs, showing how I found my own way
throughout the years. I will be happ if these
efforts will raise, if not some sympathy, at
least enough interest in my personality as a
designer to follow me in the explanation of
my conception of modernism. I hope to con-
clude by an exposition of my theories about
architecture: my ideas about construction,
functionalism and certain other values which,
to my opinion, are even more essential.

*1 am afraid that this will be enough for one
lecture, so that I cannot deal with another
most important aspect of architecture: the re-
lation between the building and its surround-
ir;gs. That is, generally speaking, the field
of town planning. So I am preparing a sec-
ond lecture, in which I defend among other
things the idea that town planning needs three
dimensions. However, you will understand
that the first lecture is essential by way of in-
troduction. "

George Beal, Head of the Department of Architec-
ture at Kansas University, has invited our Chapter
to artend Dudok's lecture at Lawrence on Monday
November 16.

The KU lecture will be at 3:00 P.M,, and all at-
tending are invited to a dinner at 6:00 P, M. on the

campus, Dinner tickets are $1.50 Phone reserva-

tions by Friday, November 13, to JA 4439.




NOVEMBER - W, M. Dudok at KU
Monday the 16th
at 3:00 P, M.
"TO LIVE AND TO BUILD"

W. M. Dudok here

Tuesday the 17th

at the zhapter meetin

"THOUGHTS ON TO PLANNING"

Wednesday the 25th
Producers Council Clinic
Topic: Doors and Hardware

)} calendar
—l

DECEMBER - Monday the 7th
Buckminster Fuller
Lecture at KU
followed by dinner on campus,
Those who missed the lecture of the
fascinating Mr, Fuller here October 24,
have an opportunity to hear him at
Kansas University December 7.
The talk will be given from 2:00 to
4:00 P, M, at Strong Auditorium and.
will be followed by dinner in the evening.
Those planning to stay for the dinner
should phone reservations to JA 4439 by
Friday, December 4,
Mark this on your calendar now|

Monday the 215t
Producers' Council Christmas Party
WIVES INVITED.

Tuesday the 22nd

Chapter Meetin
COMMITTEE ORTS

AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS



()PERATION

RIEPORT

HOME BUILDING

This Fall in conjunction with the University of Kansas Extension Service, the
Greater Kansas City Chapter of the Home Builders association and the Art In-
stitu;e our Chapter has sponsored for the fourth time a lecture series on home
building.
Particigatior_l by the home builders was inaugurated this year, after our Chap-
ter had carried the load in the past. It was obvious that they should become
an integral part of this program. Initial action was taken thru a joint com-
mittee under the co-chairmanship of Clarence Kivett, AIA, and Larry Winn,
Jr., of the home builders.
This year's course was given immediately following National Home Week.
This was thought to be the best time for the course in order that those partici
pating could plan to build or buy a home in the Spring.
The enrollment of 169 far exceeded previous courses offered, and plans al-
ready are under way to expand and improve the series for next year.
Headlining this operation was John C. Monroe, Jr., of our Chapter who co-
ordinated the entire program and moderated each meeting. Ten speakers
participated in the six sessions, including three architects, four members of
the home builders, a landscape architect, and two mechanical equipment ex
perts.
Joint action by the local chapters of AIA and NAHB hereby corresponds with
national efforts to develop closer co-operation between the members of these
roups.
%itally important in "Operation Homebuilding" were Mr, E, S, Avison of the
KU Extension and Dr, ], B. Smith of the Art Institute where the courses were
held.
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Organizers of "OPERATION HOMEBUILDING" discuss the program,
L to R: Edward S, Avison, Larry Winn, Jr., John C, Monroe, I.,
Gene Kroh and Dr, J. B, Smith

U NEED ALL THREE.

% A

Table top displays at the construction-materials meeting were staged by Kan-
sas City Chapter of Producers’ Council, Here Sterling Ronai gives them the
pitch on the paint situation. Members of the "Operation” class in groups of
15 made seven-minute stops at ten such booths, Ed Hopkins of Minneapolis

Honeywell was chairman of the table top display program.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENCI
CENTRAL STATES DISTRIC

INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

THE AMERICAN

OCTOBER 15, 16 AND 17, 1953 AT HOTEL SAVERY IN DES MOINES

SPONSORED BY THE

ITS FIFTIETH YEAR

IN

IOWA CHAPTER

Report

Success was achieved by the Iowa Chapter at the 8th Central
States Conference by the attainment of two chief essentials
-- a good program and good attendance.

Comments on the ambitious program and other aspects are
contained in accompanying reports,

Registration totaled 422, including 104 corporate members
and g1 ladies,

The Central States Regional Council was established and by-
laws adopted, Two men from the executive board of each
chapter and the district director comprise the council.

Although its function is to serve in an advisory capacity only,
the council immediately proved its importance in selecting

a nominee to succeed Leonard Bailey as District Director next
K:ar. Ray Voskamp of Kansas City, Burdette Higgins of Des

oines and Frank Mc Nett of Grand Island were nominated

from the floor. In executive session, the council interviewed
the candidates individually, and resolved that Mc Nett should
be nominated. He was unamiously approved by the confer-
ence and will be presented to the Boston convention next year
as our region's nominee for director.

The prestige of the regional meeting continues to grow.

Next zear the Kansas Chapter will be host at WICHIT A with
Tom Peddie as conference chairman,



Top level AIA-ERS pose during cocktail hour: District Director
Leonard Bailey, Ken Wischmeyer of St. Louis, President Clair
Ditchy and Vice-President Howard Eichenbaum,

This is the only time the Kansas City group was all in one place.
Top Row: john Murphy, Alden Krider, John Monroe, Frank Gri-
maldi, Luther Willis. Front: Joe Shaughnessy, Bob Baker, Bob
Earnheart, Peter Keleti, Ralph Myers, Lloyd Roark, Frank Sle-
zak, Harold Casey, Bill Simon, n Follis.




EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENC
CENTRAL STATES DISTRIC

Comment

BY  FRANK R. SLEZAK

I thought the Des Moines Conference was a decided success. It perhaps was
not quite as glamorous as ours; but considering the Towa Chapter's member-
ship, it was a good job, And if for nothinﬁ else, the Des Moines Conference
will }Ize remembered because at long last the Regional Council came into be-
‘ing there.

Thge seminars were above average. I enjoyed them all and thought some of
them were very outstanding. The theme of the seminars was timely and held
most of the de¥egates' interest. In my opinion Philip Johnson, Anson Camp-
bell and Nick Boratynski, in that order, were the best speakers. Johnson's
talk was short, meaty, down to earth and made you want for more after he
was finished. On the other side of the fence, I thought that the poorest speak-
ers were Ditchy and Bannister, in that order. Ditchy's canned talk was mo-
notonous and unenlightening, Bannister pulled the cardinal error of reciting
an endless stream of figures (70 minutes) to prove that the profession was in a
mess. We all knew this before and didn't have to be hit over the head with
it.

The program for the wives was a good one and I believe all those that parti-
cipated in this phase of the conference thought it was just about the right
quantity and type of activities to attempt.

The architectural exhibits were well handled and interesting to view.

There is one thing that I did object to in the conference and that was "Oper-
ation Hotfoot" and the excessive advance billing given the main attraction.
It seemed that even during the seminar sessions this subject had to be touched
on every time. I believe that this hurt the general tone and class of the con-
ference and undoubtedly cost them some attendance. I sincerely hope that
future conferences do not consider it necessary to have a similar attraction.
The regional conferences have advanced to the point where they are over-
shadowing the national conventions and I believe this is a good thing. We
meet people that seem more like ourselves, We talk on subjects that are
closer to us, and without a doubt, the seminars are better. The Octagon can
have their national convention, but I'll take our regional conference. See
you in Wichita.
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BY PETER KELETI

The hi%hl.ighu of the convention for me were Joe Bohlen's and Philip Johnsons®
talk. Generally speaking there was a tension between the "do everything to
please the client” attitude and Philip Johnsons' message "remember arch-
itecture and if needs be forget the client.” This tension was resolved in my
mind by a visit to ‘Saarinens Drake  University Dormitories. One can both
solve the problems of the client and create great architecture at the same
time. This was to me the silent yet evident message of the convention.

BY JOHN T. MURPHY

A good conference, Well balanced as to Regional business, informational

seminars and social acrivities,

A definite reflection of the growth and vitality of the institute, especially at

the Chapter and Regional levels.

An indication that the time has already come when the District conventions

are more important to the individual members than is the National. Problems

are discussed more openly. Programs are as good, if not better, than the Na-

tional. The more relaxed atmosphere leads to an honest exchange of ideas and

creates a greater attitude of respect for the inteerity of Professional associates.

A sense of something important missing without the active participation of

the Producers Council, and their fine exhibits, such as they had at our Kan-

sas City Meeting.

A feeling of pride in the Kansas City Chapter for their fine leadership in the

;:)ause of promoting and having nominated a strong man as our next Regional
irector,

The friendly atmosphere of the Des Moines Art Center which makes a person

feel truly welcome to come and enjoy their excellent collection.

The rather exciting experience of seeing more of the work of Ero Saarinen in

the Drake University dormitories.

The most amusing broadcast of informal interviews with the wives of several

of our Members,

The Towa Chapter should-be congratulated for their fine work in behalf of the

Central States District,

BY BOB BAKER

The members of the Iowa chapter deserve a fine round of applause for the
time and effort that was obviously devoted to assure a successful convention.
The subject of each seminar was well integrated with the general theme and
each speaker gave his best. However, it seemed to me that each tr:peaker
and each panel discussion either strayed from the given subject or fell short
of the point to be made. Each seemed eager to return to the more common
subjects of architecture as if the general theme was unfamiliar territory which
none cared to explore,

I was left with this questioning thought, In our search for a new architecture
with which we can express modern materials, modern methods, and modern
civilization, we have slighted the basic fundamental, our client, the modern
human being. If all those in attendance carried away a similar thought, then
the convention was an overwhelming success,
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Seminar Report

Tytical

ArgueCredit
ForGains by
Architecture

By George Bhane.

Whether architecture, despite
its new functional appearances,
has made any re progress
since the horse and bUggy duys
of 1900, was a question dealt
with Friday in a panel discus-
slon of laymen and architects.

There has been progress, the
group agreed, but the question
remained on whether architects,
clients or inventors of new ma-
terials and gadgets deserve the
credit,

Ralses Question,

Thres architects, & minisler, 8
businessman, and & school board
member discussed the progress
question at the afternoon ses-
sion of tha eighth annual con-
ference of the central atates
district of the American Inati-
tute of Architects at Hotel
Savery.

A question of whether the
modern church boilding  “is
God's church” was advanced as
the meeting opened by the Rev.
Phineas M. Casady, rector of
Bt. Paul's Episcopal church in
Des Moines.

“God's Church.”

“This s sometimes called an
age of individuality,” he said.
“And when I am shown a mod-
ern church with all the com-
forts of home and all the angles
of geometry, 1 can agree that
church architecture is express-
ing this characteristic of in-
dividuality, It may be obvious
and well advertised that this is.
say, & Frank Lloyd Wright
church, biit the question In my
mind s whether it is God's
church,

wWhatever his genlus, Frank

Lioyd Wright is a poor sub-

atitute. A church bullding

must repeat to all who Ap-
proach It the words of Jacoh

“gurely this is the house of

God."

Arthur Sanford, builder and
operator of commercial build-
ings and apartment houses in
Sloux City and Des Moines, said
wgreat progress has been made”
but questioned whether the
architects or sclentists ' and
technicians who have invented
the machines and materials Lthey
use deserve credit, He cited, as
an example, the scientific equip-
ment and its arrangement in
diagnostic clinica at Rochester,
Minn,

“ran you credit architects
for that?" he asked.

12 -

far
on
Be
o8
said

to b

T
feec
loss
the
Wi

PR - -

it

 qeas™
Dot "A;::..:Lfy/

525

Undus Pressure.

The artist hazx something i
the functioning of an architect,"”
the Rev. Mr, Cagady said, “and
If engineers arranged the clinics
the results would frighten small
children, ;md the patients, too.”

Undus pressure often Is
brought on architects by school
hoards, in school planning. said
L. L. Daubert, memher of the
school board, and an engineer-
ing firm official.

“I  think 1t must  he
recngnized that many of the
questionahle [tems placed in
a school building are not
necessarily becaume of a de-
sire on the part of the archi-
teet to Incorporate these fea-
tures in his design,” Daubert
sald.

“It I done,” he conlimied.
“hecause of the insistance of
the school board and adminis-
tration, The architect at times
iz forced to close his eyes Lo the
suggestions and procesd a8 cau-
tionsly as possible.

“A number of schoal boarvds
fail to give an archilecl a fres
hand in the designing of schools
and selection of Lhe matenals
used in the design.”

Outdated Curbs,

Frank Latenser, Omaha, Neb.
architect specializing in schnnl
buildings, said out-dated restyic-
tions on school building have
ben abolished and today archi-
tects may plan on the hasis of
“performance rather than apeci-
fications.”

Progress 15 being made, he
said, but added that "it takes a
little time to perfect freedom
after the chains are dropped.”

Raymond L. Voskamp,
Kansas City, Mo, told of ad-
vances in eommercial build-
ings. He said requirements of
modern merchandising  had
encouraged progressive de-
velopments and said hud-
ings no longer are “pul up As
a monument to the president
of the company.”

Kenneth  Wischmeyer, St
Louis, Mo, thied architect or
the panel and experienced ir
church design, told of the
wamazing' progresa’  church
bodies are making in selecting
contemporary design for
churches and religious buildings
He cited as an example large
church building projects in Tex-
as which are assigned to the
Saarinen firm of BloomTieid
Hilla, Mich., designer of the Des
Moines Art Center.
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SINCE 1893 -

CHAMBERLIN'S

Complete Service Covers

METAL WEATHER STRIPS
CAULKING

METAL SCREENS
COMBINATION STORM SASH
STEEL SASH REPAIR

TUCK POINTING

BUILDING CLEANING
WATER. PROOFING
PSYCHOPATHIC SCREENS

% 06 060 0 0 0 0 ©

CEMENT GUN WORK

SFROIN T,_||:ﬂ'1[|

: eméedm

DOES IT RIGHT

ADVICE ON UNUSUAL PROBLEMS
OR ESTIMATE OF COSTS MAY BE
HAD BY CALLING

CHAMBERLIN

CHAMBERLIN COMPANY OF AMERICA

Vi. 4185

704 TROOST AVE. KANSAS CITY,6, MISSOURI
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EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENC
CENTRAL STATES DISTRIC

Phkotos

o » e

Kansas Citians at Des Moines: Mrs. Shaughnessy, Mrs. Willis, John
Monroe, Mrs, Baker, Bob Baker and Luther Willis.

Picnic at the Art Center, Foreground: John Brooks, Turpin Bannis-
ter and Philip Johnson.
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WESNIERN

gt
DIUE PRINT CO

APPRECIATES EVERY ORDER

K.&E., DIETZGEN & POST SUPPLIES
HAMILTON DRAFTING FURNITURE
ALL THE BEST PHOTO PROCESSES
SUPER MICROFILM

909 GRAND
VICTOR 7881
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in the news

BOB SAVAGE OF DES MOINES furnished the bulk of the pictures we are using
in this issue in reporting the 8th Central States Conference.
Jim Kelly of the Midwest Contractor took the shot at the top of
page d9 Ben Appleﬁate of St, Louis, using Joe Shaughnessy’s
Speed Graphic, took the picture of the KC group shown on page
9.

JOHN MONROE ANNOUNCES the opening of his office at 429 Scarritt Building,
telephone HA 7607. What with giving many hours to the pro-
duction of "Operation Homebuilding” during the past six weeks,
and the establishment of his own practice, John has been very,.
very busy of late,

KC PRODUCERS COUNCIL CHAPTER President Sterling Ronai reports national
interest in the local Clinic Program. At a meeting of council
chapter presidents held recently in Pittsburgh, he gave a report
on fie progress of the clinics here in Kansas City.

Incidentally, the idea of the clinics is catching on, and the de-
velopment of the programs promises increased attendance. Last
month the paint theme was projected into an actual remodeling
of a workshop room at Research Hospital with meetings held
within this room,

While we're on the subject of the Producers, be sure and check
that CHRISTMAS PARTY date, It promises to be a bigger and
better repeat of the terrific affairs held in the past. is year
it will be held at Town Hall at 4011 Troost where there'll be
better accommodations for the usual overflowing attendance.
That's Monday night, December 21. Everybody invited. Bring
your wife.
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For Use of Symbols.

“But there are many ways in
which building can be improved
—by the use of meaningful sym-
sculptured forms, decora-

buildings themselves.
“Enrichment, graciousness and

there won’t be a return to tra-
ditional forms."
Tannelli  collahorated with
Frank Lloyd Wright on the Mid-
way Gardens project, More re-
cently he worked on the St.

tions and inventive forms for the|:

art are not the an.

|
I

Xavier church here with Barry
Byrne, Chicago architect. At
present he is collaborating with

teots,
there, .
Among the guests were Thomas

on the Prudential building

the University of Kansas City
art department and the Uni-

r
Y-

versity of Kansas architecture

Hart Benton and members of|J
‘|the Kansas City Art Institute,

Vi
Wt
pt
w

department,

THE KANSAS CITY TIMES,

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1953.
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... for Schools
and All Public Bm’ldmgx o

MODERN APPEARANCE
A typical installation
of celling-bung MAXIMUM CLEANLINESS

Wessart Com partments

ENDURING SERVICE

For the stamina to withstand the hardest usage and still recain their good
looks, specify Weisart toilet compartments. Their enduring serviceability
has criple protection, (1) flush steel construction with edges locked and
sealed, galvanized surface smooth as furnirure steel, (2) Bonderized for
additional corrosion resistance and positive adhesion of enamel, (3) syn-
thetic primer and enamel separately baked, combining highly protective
surface with lustrous beauty, Choice of 24 colors! Their engineered con-
struction assures long years of service and fine appearance that lusts,
Write for new 1953 catalog and chart of 24 colors.

EISART

COMPARTMENTS

BDR ENGINEERING CORPORATION

F O BOX S879 4243 PENNSYIVANIA AVE

~
METAL-PRODLCTS RANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
FOR BUILIDING
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Concrete Building Units Company

Manufacturers of

CONCRETE JOISTS

During the past thirty years of service to
the construction iudustrgs in Kansas City we
have seen many methods of floor installations.

After careful investigation of these vary-
ing types, we are convinced that the most
economical and versatile method is still the
reinforced pre-cast concrete joist. This
method develops 2 T-beam structure capable
of carrying great loads. Before designing your
pext concrete floor we will consider it a pri-
vilege to serve you by calling at your office
or meeting with. you to discuss this type of
floor construction.

VIBRACRETE CONCRETE BLOCK!

Natural and Light weight Aggregate

CONCRETE BUILDING UNI'I"-.S COMI’AN*
3405 Terrace . Kansas City, Missouri

PATIO SLABS * CONCRETE JOISTS + AREAWAYS « SPLASH BLOCKS - ALUMINUM & STEEL SK
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1953 Standing Committees

MEMBERSHIP AND GRIEVANCE

Joseph B. Shaughnessy, Chairman, JE 2248

Membership Section: ], Carl Jourdan, Frank Brandr, William Fullerton, H, C.
Swanson.

Grievance Section: Robert S, Everitt, Harold Casey, William Simon, Luther
O, Willis,

PRACTICE OF ARCHITECTURE AND RELATION WITH CONSTRUCTION
Leslie Simpson, Chairman, HA 5!4‘;

Cecil Cooper, Edw. Voskamp, Herbert V, Pennington, Frank Slezak, Deitz
Lusk.

CITY AND REGIONAL PLAN
David B. Runnells, Chairman, LO 1411
Henry Krug, Ralph Myers, Edw. Fuller, Robert Weatherford, Donald Hollis.

PUBLIC RELATIONS, EDUCATION AND CIVIC DESIGN

Clarence Kivett, Chairman, Vi 8110

E. M. Robinson, Frank Grimaldi, Donald Hollis, Conrad Curtis, John Adams,
William Linscott, Martin Moffitt, John Monroe, Jr.

ALLIED ARTS

Edward Buehler Delk, Chairman, JA 6602

David Mackie, Robert S. Everitt, Chester Dean, Robert Cowling, Dan E.
Boone, Robert Erwin.

1953 Chagpter Committees

ASSOCIATE AND JUNIOR ASSOCIATE

James Mantell, Chairman, HI 7747

Robert Baker, Roger Blessing, Dan E. Boone, Gene E. Lefebvre, Ralph
Kiene, Jr., Herman Scharhag.

MEDAL AWARDS

Frank Slezak, Chairman, GR 0321
Edmund L. Bower

Homer Neville

PROGRAM

Louis Geis, Chairman, LO 7566

John Monroe, Alden Krider, John Murphy, John Morley, Evans Folger,
Max Sandford, Ethel Sklar,

BY-LAWS
Mark Sharp, Chairman, HA 6804
Joseph B. Shaughnessy, William Simon.

FEES
Ray Voskamp, Chairman, GR 0321
Donald Hollis, Albert Fuller, Ernest Brostrom.

PRODUCERS COUNCIL

John Murphy, Chairman, HA 5142

Angus McCallum, Carlyle Barnhardt, Arthur Pearson, Jr., Wm. Cory, Edw,
Hartronft, Steven Kenny

SKYLINES

Frank Grimaldi, Chairman, JE 2248

Ralph Myers, Frank Slezak, Richard Johnson, Betty Brooker, John Murphy,
John Daw, William Conrad, Herman Scharhag.






