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Volume Six, Number Six June 1956 

The Last Chapter Meeting before the 
summer's hiatus wi l l be Tuesday, 
June 19, in the Frontier Room of the 
Golden Ox. 

The hours wi l l be the usual 
Business Meeting 5:30 p.m 

(sharp) 
Cocktail Hour 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner 7:15 p.m. 
Program 8:15 p.m. 

A very outstanding program has 
been planned for us by the Pro­
ducers' C o u n c i l . They have as­
sembled a pane! of experts to dis­
cuss Floor Coverings. This program 
should be of interest to all members. 
If you have any questions about 
floor coverings, be sure to bring 
them with you. This is your chance 
to try to stump the experts. 



Yes, Lucky Springfield! 

This June, in addition to the Ozark Jubilee, 
they wi l l have the MEDAL AWARDS EX­
HIBIT of the Kansas City Chapter A.I.A. 
On Sunday, June 10, the exhibit moves 
into the Springfield Fine Arts Museum to 
stay throughout the month of June. 

You readers who are in or near Springfield 
should plan to see this excellent exhibit 
whi le it is in your neighborhood. It is well 
wor th your t ime. Or, those of you who 
are planning to drive to Springfield in June 
to see their major c o m m o d i t y , Ozark 
Jubilee, should plan to leave an hour or so 
earlier and pay a visit to the exhibit whi le 
you are there. 



o o j y V j f c i B i T r i o 

Architecture for the Good Life 
By Frank Slezak 

The 88th Annual Convent ion of the Amer ican Institute of Architects, held 
in Los Angeles, May 15 to 18, was an outstanding convent ion. It was by 
far the most elaborate, and was probably en joyed more by the delegates 
than any in recent years. 

You all received a copy of the F. W. Dodge Corporat ion's Chicago Con­
struction News, wh ich covered the Convent ion, and you w i l l receive copies 
o f the pr incipal speeches in fu tu re Octagon publ icat ions. I m igh t add here 
that the theme of the Convent ion, "Archi tecture for the Good Life," cer­
tainly gave all speakers a good start ing place, and no matter what their 
subject was, it seemed to help them great ly. I was amazed at how many 
tangents this one simple phrase had. These few remarks w i l l be an 
at tempt to g ive you some o f the sidelights that you w i l l not o therwise 
receive. 

The Convent ion headquarters were at the Bi l tmore Hotel , where very 
adequate facilit ies are avai lable to handle such a group of people. A l l of 
the funct ions at the hotel wen t very smoothly, and the service was excep­
tional for such a large place. 

The Convent ion exper ienced some of Cali fornia's "unusua l " weather. It 
lA/as very hot and hum id , w i t h the temperature reaching 100 degrees 
hree days out of the four . 

\Aembers f rom our Chapter at tending the Convent ion were Don Mollis, 
. loyd Roark, Les Simpson, Joe Shaughnessy and myself . Also, in the 
j roup were wives of t w o members, Mrs. Mollis and Mrs. Shaughnessy. 
\\\ chapters in our region had delegates in attendance. The Kansas, 
Oklahoma and St. Louis Chapters were very we l l represented, having 
onsiderably more members present than the Kansas City Chapter. 

he business sessions were held to a m in imum, and each session was 
xt remely short. Probably less actual of f ic ia l business was transacted 
l an at any convent ion in recent t imes. The most important piece o f busi-
ess concerned the dues structure. The Board had recommended that the 
»duced dues for members earn ing less than $6,000 be e l iminated and 
lat the graduated dues for new members be changed f rom f ive to three 
pars. A f te r much heated discussion, the Convent ion voted to accept the 
bard's recommendations. Last year's convent ion author ized the use of 
chitect's portraits in adver t is ing, and the Board recommended that this 
J rescinded f o l l o w i n g a year's experience w i t h it. The Convent ion vo ted 
prohib i t the use of portraits. 



N o major pol i t ical maneuver ing was apparent at the Convent ion. Actual ly, 
only one man was nominated for each of f ice, w i th the exception of Treas­
urer. In the case of the Treasurer, AAr. Raymond Kastendieck, of Gary, 
Indiana, and AAr. George Young, of Salt Lake City, Utah, we re the 
nominees, and our delegates felt they were both good men and either 
w o u l d be very acceptable. AAr. Kastendieck v^as the winner . Our good 
f r i end , Leon Chatelain, was elected President. Other new off icers are 
John N. Richards, First Vice-President and Phil ip W i l l , Jr., Second Vice-
President. Edward L. Wi lsbn was re-elected to the of f ice of Secretary. 

The Central States Regional Council he ld a meet ing in Los Angeles. A l l 
chapters were represented. The principal items of business transacted 
were the selection of a deposi tory for council funds, arrangements fo r 
bond ing the treasurer and the appointment of a committee to investigate 
the possibi l i ty of incorporat ing. The plans for the next Central States 
Conference, in Omaha, were also rev iewed. 

The lack of members f rom this region elevated to fe l lowship was again 
very apparent. This region, w i t h over 500 Corporate AAembers f r om six 
chapters, had only one man advanced to Fel lowship. He was AAr. Donald 
AAcCormick, of the Oklahoma Chapter. AAcCormick, we l l ent i t led to the 
honor, w i l l be remembered as a past president of the Oklahoma Chapter, 
chairman of their regional conference, and once, a member of the jury 
o f our o w n Honor Awards Program. 

AAr. Clarence Stein, of New York, was awarded the Institute's Gold AAedal 
fo r the year. 

The meet ing of the National Chapter Af fa i rs Committee was perhaps the 
most interesting single funct ion to our delegates. Present at this meetinc 
were all members of the National Commit tee, the national off icers, chaptei 
chairmen and chapter off icers. A t this meet ing, the "grass roots" p rob lem: 
were discussed. Here our delegates learned that most other chapters have 
problems that are very similar to our o w n . The matter of procurement 
t ra in ing and ho ld ing dra f tsmen, encroachment of other groups on the 
profession, deal ings w i t h government agencies, etc., were among the 
subjects discussed. 

The seminars and tours were elaborate and numerous. Each afternoor 
the delegate was ob l igated to select one of four tours or three seminars, a! 
of which started the same hour. The seminars were concerned w i t h inter 
est ing subjects and had high-caliber panels, but they were probably poor l ' 
at tended fo r such a large convent ion. Seminars at Regional Convent ion 
stil l seem to be more realistic, wo r thwh i l e and interesting than those a 
the Nat ional . They, also, seem to me more of an integral part of thi 
announced theme. The tours were very wel l organized and wel l attendee 
They left and returned on t ime, and they were wel l escorted. Everyon 
had h igh praise fo r the cal iber of these tours around the area. 

The product exhibi ts by the Producers' Council at the Biltmore were ver 
interest ing. The techniques emp loyed in d isp lay ing the materials wer 
unusual and made your visits to the exhibi ts very enjoyable. As usu§ 
the f i rms t r ied to feature new materials and new uses of o ld material: 
wh i ch , of course, added great ly to the interest. 
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Like all convent ions, the social activities p layed a b ig part. The President's 
Reception was held on the Terrace of the famous old Ambassador Hotel , 
wh i ch is a large place, but still inadequate for 2,000 people. The most 
unusual and ambit ious social funct ion of the convent ion took place on the 
f inal evening w h e n the Southern Cal i fornia Chapter entertained the entire 
Convent ion by tak ing the delegates in groups of 1 2 to 15 people into their 
o w n homes for a fu l l even ing of entertainment. Lloyd Roark and myself 
we re for tunate enough to be included in a g roup that was enter ta ined by 
Mr. Reiner Nielsen. We were picked up at the hotel , taken to his home 
and prov ided a genuine Hawai ian luau, w i t h all the t r immings (more 
details and pictures upon request). 

Complete plans fo r the 1957 Convent ion in Washington were unvei led 
at the annual d inner. This w i l l be the A.I .A. Centennial Year, and no 
expense is to be spared to make it a real celebrat ion. It w i l l , undoubted ly , 
be one that many members w i l l attend that w o u l d not ord inar i ly go to a 
rout ine convent ion. The events p lanned w i l l have much interest for every 
practicing architect. More detai led in format ion w i l l , of course, be coming 
to you soon. 
See you in Wash ing ton ! 
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Job - Carter-Waters Warehouse Arch.-Rales & Schechter Concr.- Flett Construction Co 

How to tour" Concrete In A Hurry! 
The long span haydite concrete channel slab shown above 

contains nearly a cubic yard of concrete. It was unloaded and 

placed in l ess than 3 minutes of the contractor's time. 

In 3 minutes, the jobsite work of forming, steel 

placement, concrete pouring and finishing, form stripping and 

curing has been eliminated by precasting. 

Incidentally, the small white blurs in the picture are the 

snowflakes of a late March storm...you don't have to worry 

about "bad weather" with Precast Haydite Channel Slabs. 

Ask your 
CARTER-WATERS man for 

details, or call or write 

C O N S T R U C " 

CARTER-WATERS 
2440 Pennway Phone GRand 2570 
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window today t h a t ' s des igned a n d engmeered l o r 

tomorrow's modern living 1 

ALUMINUM HOt lZONTAL GLIDING WINDOW 

wllh HnfuHp c*i<tr*l 

inlorlock m M l i n t rail 

wld«r (long* 

r 111 
POuf • 

•nd grcailer tirength 

k windows Blulr. 

^̂ ^̂ ^ o. 

shakes or siding, without trim. *PP')"»« 
^ double I-beams for ample strength for largest 

sliding windows and lifetime wear! 
k —more beauty and quality than ever designed and built 

into a window before! . . . splendid eye-appeal in the 
ultra-modern new residence or the remodeled older-
type home! 

J W W ,0 see G U D E M A S T E R before yoo boi f l 

Oraer n o w i f you w a n t quick deVivenfi 

CLAUDE COOKE COMPANY, INC. 
Window Enterprises, Inc. 

301 North 7th St. Kansas City, Kansas 
AT. 1-6180 
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ARCHITECTS O F T O D A Y 
by Richard Neutra 

(This is the second part of Mr . Neutra's talk 
at the Monor Awards Banquet of the Kansas 
City Chapter, Apr i l 19, 1956). 

I w o u l d like to say a f e w words about the architects in other countries. 
I am not ta lk ing about architects some hundreds of years ago, but 
this year. 

(At this point , Mr . Neutra asked how many architects 
were practicing in Kansas City, and he was to ld that 
there were about 85 Corporate Members of the 
Chapter.) 

We l l , just for comparison, I may tell you that in the city of Tokyo, which 
is now six and a half mi l l ion and is just a real mess, (I was there the f irst 
t ime in 1929, and, of course, it d id not look as in 1860 when Admira l 
Perry arr ived there) there are 5,400 architects operat ing in the metropol i tan 
area; and I may say that most of them are having comparat ively insignif i ­
cant jobs. The real big jobs, like the International Mouse, which has just 
been bui l t . . . a b ig hotel w i t h underground garage, etc. . . . are done 
by one or two of the biggest construction f i rms, which employ anonymous 
designers. Then, there are about a dozen b ig construction f i rms, which 
are not as gigantic as the other t w o , but which are also very important , 
and they k ind of catch all the important jobs; so, the architects, w h o are 
\/ery wel l trained and extremely d i l igent and hardwork ing indiv iduals, 
have really a small influence on the total picture. They have a miserable 
'elationship to what could be called the Planning Department, and the 
Planning Department is of a r idiculous character (I have visi ted it). Most 
architects don' t even know where it is, and they surely need a p lanning 
department in Tokyo. These architects are in a posit ion of compet ing w i th 
he construction business, which should not "be in the design f ie ld . The 
;ituation in Japan, today, is very similar to what you w o u l d have found 
n Brazil not long ago. 

n Brazil about f i f teen years ago, there were practically no architects of 
lame. Nobody counted there. A l l the b ig government jobs, all the 
chool jobs, all the colleges were being bui l t by big construction f i rms, 
^t the present t ime, Rio has a populat ion of t w o and a half mi l l ion, and 
ao Paulo is about the same. Sao Paulo is a fantastically developing city, 
ery l ively and it has great industries. Since all the rivers have been 
j r n e d in the other direct ion, f l ow ing now into a group of lakes which 
mpty into the Atlant ic Ocean at Santos, there is a great deal of electric 
ower produced and industries are spr inging up all around Sao Paulo. 
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In the city of Rio, I do not bel ieve that I am w r o n g to say that there are 
about 16 or 17 bona f ide architectural f i rms pract icing at the present t ime. 
However, these 16 or 17 f i rms have made Brazil, as you know it, a famous 
country in progressive architecture. Sixteen people can do that. I have 
met and I am always interested to meet the people behind the architects, 
that is the people w h o g ive them the jobs, w h o are part icular ly top 
pol i t icos, such as the man w h o gave out the job for the famous AAinistry 
of Education in Brazil. It is interesting to see how one man, proper ly 
enthused by the wo rk of architects w h o are imaginat ive, may all of a 
sudden change the who le course of events. Brazil became one of the 
leading countries . . . It is undoubted ly one o f the leading countries. There 
have been more books publ ished and magazines issued on Brazil than on 
any other country. I do not think that the architects there are part icular ly 
we l l equ ipped as to t ra in ing. The schools are r idiculous, especially the 
one in Rio which is b ig , but r idiculous. In Sao Paulo, the school is even 
more ridiculous. The who le school is about one-fourth as large as this 
room, and they, I th ink , graduate t w o people a year. 

N o w , you compare this, for instance, w i t h a country l ike Germany. I had 
not been in Germany for a long t ime, and had almost completely forgot ten 
to speak German, unt i l I was made a doctor at the University of Berlin and 
was a guest of the President of West Germany, w h o is very interested in 
architecture. I saw the who le country . . . a t remendous activity. Inci­
denta l ly , an example not to put too much we igh t on the economic situa­
t ion of a country, because the economic situation of Germany was simply 
terr ib le two or three years ago. At the present t ime, it has completely 
changed, and there is a bu i ld ing act ivi ty wh ich is hard to compare w i t h 
any other country, except, perhaps w i t h certain parts of Nor th Italy or, 
let us say, a place l ike Venezuela or A lber ta , Canada, which have other 
reasons for booming. But, in Germany, there is a terr i f ic number of 
practit ioners. There is a great deal of qui te commendable , but uninterest­
ing work being done; and there are a f e w qui te good things, altogether I 
w o u l d say better things than had been done in Germany before the war, 
but the tremendous number of practit ioners surprised me. 

I asked an architect in Cologne, Cologne is a town of 750,000, very much 
in the throes of reconstruction, and I was to ld there are 800 architects 
practicing in Cologne. I said, " W e l l , that is amazing. Where do they all 
learn?" The man w h o exp la ined this to me was one of the best men they 
have, and he said, "These people just get a license to practice architecture 
w i thout any qual i f icat ions whatsoever. There are perhaps 60 of them 
w h o can be considered as really qua l i f ied architects, and they are not 
do ing good work . There are really on ly three, perhaps two , people w h o 
are good . " I was h ighly surprised about this, because I had known and 
had always thought of Germany as a country in which only very qual i f ied 
people could practice a profession. Evident ly this has changed very much 
since the total i tar ian state broke d o w n . Under the total i tar ian state there 
was a very strong protection of any profession. Of course, people had to 
belong to the Nazi party, but in addi t ion to that, all kinds of qual i f icat ions 
were required. A t the present t ime West Germany is in the throes of a 
great reaction against this and, therefore, anyth ing goes. There are lots 
of people do ing all kinds o f th ings there wh ich do not speak for German 
thoroughness or German understanding of a trade or craft. Compare this 
w i t h Spain, wh ich is exactly the contrary. 

11 



In Spain the architects have a six-year course, and they are wonder fu l l y 
t ra ined as engineers. I may say that in Germany the architect has noth ing 
to do w i t h the engineer ing phases of his wo rk . He does not hire any 
engineers. The owne r makes the contract w i t h engineers, and there are 
no engineers in most f ie lds. There is not one electrical engineer in the 
w h o l e o f Germany. There is, recently, one mechanical engineer, w h o I 
hear is actually f ree- lancing; but he is a lways hired by the owner , not by 
the architect, and the architect becomes something of a beautician. How­
ever, it seems to wo rk in many cases. There is a sort of voluntary co-opera­
t ion be tween the architects and the engineers. There is a similar th ing , 
inc idental ly , in Sweden. 

In Spain, it is ent i re ly d i f fe rent . The Spanish architects are not very good 
designers, a l though I have seen some excellent work just recently. A t the 
present t ime, these architects have the complete control of all bu i ld ing 
w o r k . The only gr ipe wh ich they have is that sometimes a h i g h w a y 
br idge is done w i thout an architect, but every single bu i ld ing you can see 
in M a d r i d . . . wh ich is also booming , and so is Barcelona, but Madr id 
very much more than any other t o w n . . . are all done by architects. Their 
eng ineer ing capacities are wonde r fu l . I was qui te impressed by all kinds 
of th in shell construction for which they themselves f i gu re out the rein­
fo rc ing . There is one man, and I w o u l d consider h im perhaps the best 
architect in Spain, w h o is just construct ing the Institute of A g r o n o m y at 
the Universi ty of Mad r i d , and he showed me plans which looked to me 
ex t remely d i f f i cu l t to understand structurally. I said, " W e l l , you must have 
a good engineer," and he said, " I d id this all mvsel f . " There were certain 
of his assistants a round, and I looked to see whether anybody was gr in­
n ing , but nobody was. Actual ly , he d id it all himself . 

W e l l , I cou ld go on and tell you about the d i f ference in our profession in 
d i f f e ren t countries, and I bel ieve that w e can learn f r om the activit ies in 
other countries, as we l l as f r om other professions, and w e shall have to. 
We certainly have to bu i ld up a very much greater conf idence. There is 
a greater demand than for 80 architects here, but the question is whether 
this demand is really a conscious demand of the publ ic. I w o u l d say that 
I can see a wonde r fu l fu tu re for our profession, and I certainly con­
gratu late any young man w h o is an architect. I w ish I were myself a 
young one. 
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ZONOLITE ROOF DECK 
When permanence, insulation and in­
surance savings are factors check this 
construction. You'll be surprised at its 

low cost!! 
Approved Applicator 
John Rohrer Contracting 
Company, 1913 West 43rd, 
Kansas City, Kansas 

1 

Zonolite concrete is used as an insulating fill. 
It is poured on: 

1. Paper-backed wire lath. 
2. Hi rib lath. 
3. Corrugated metal. 
4. Asbestos form board. 
5. Gypsum form board. 

One-inch insulating form board. "U" values as 
low as .12 may be obtained on an overall 
thickness of only three inches. 

T l» A O t A m M l E G I S T C R C O 

ZONOLITE COMPANY VI 0503 515 MADISON 
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NEW OFFICES 

Two new offices have recently been opened by 
members of our Chapter. 

A few months ago, Herman A . Scharhag opened 
his new office in Room 200, of the Pioneer 
Building, 1830 Swift, North Kansas City. His 
new telephone number is BA. 1-9297. 

Recently, John Lawrence Daw announced the 
opening of his office here in Kansas City. His 
new address is 5509 Brookside Boulevard, and 
the phone number is DE. 3-9933. 
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S09 GRAND«KANSAS CITY, IVIO. 
SOUTH SIDE PLANT 4241 PENN. 

VICTOR 2-78ai 
for 2-way radio pickup service 
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• • in the news 

Andy Wise, of the Zonolite Company, is leaving us. 
He has been transferred to Traveler's Rest, South 
Carolina, where he will take over the duties of 
Assistant to the Executive Vice-President. The new 
representative in the Kansas City area will be John 
McCan, who is being transferred from New Orleans. 

May 26th, Ralph Kiene represented our Chapter as 
a panel member on the program at the Masonry 
Home Builders Luncheon. Seventy-five people were 
present for an open forum on problems of masonry 
home building. Other members of the panel were 
George Colvin, City Bond and Mortgage Company, 
Charles Coleman, Federal Housing Administration 
and Weldon B. Royse, who is a masonry contractor. 
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^ 32 stock multi-colors 
^ 6000 custom multi-colors 

9r an assured Z o l a tone Process 
pplication the correct Zolatone 
sundation Coot is required. 

More and more architects, decor­
ators, contractors, and home owners 
are specifying Zolatone for color 
sat i s fact ion . The wonderful color 
patterns formed by spraying two or 
more colors in one application give 
interior and exterior surfaces a new, 
exciting look of depth and liveliness 
. . . and the colors last and last! 

With Zolatone you can reproduce 
a granite, marble, or sandstone finish 
at a fraction of the cost . . . or you 
can create an original color effect to 
blend with any color scheme. 

See how Zolatone color engineer­
ing can help you! 

There is only one ZOLATONE PROCESS 

• Accept no substitution • 

DEVOE STERLING RONAI 
General Manager 

PHONE VI 5672 
200 SOUTHWFST BOUIEVARD 

KANSAS CITY 8. MISSOURI 

EXCLUSIVE ZOLATONE AGENT FOR THIS REGION 




