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hollow 
metal 
doors 

DOORS • FRAMES • HARDWARE 
FenestraC?' quality hollow metal swing doors 
designed for schools, hospitals, offices, stores 
and other locations, ore stocked in styles 
shown below and in many sizes for quick 
delivery. Matching frames and hardware. 
All machining is done at factory. Prime 
painted. 

Upper panel can be metal or glass (with or 
without muntins). Louvers available for air-
conditioning. 

Sturdy steel construction, quiet, trouble-free, 
minimum maintenance. Installed in minutes 
with only a screwdriver. 

Panel Door Flush Door Entrant* Door 

PANEL DOORS-Panels have a layer of noise-quieting insulation be­
tween two sheets of steel. Stocked in fourteen single and twelve 
double door sizes. 

FLUSH DOORS—Distinctly styled, these doors are available in twelve 
single and ten double sizes. 

ENTRANCE DOORS-Designed particularly for exterior, vestibule or 
corridor openings. Two sizes. 

UNDERWRITERS' DOORS-Flush and panel styles. Pass both 1 hour 
and I'/j hour tests and carry underwriters B-Lobel (Also meet C, D and 
E requirements). 

B-D-R ENGINEERING CORPORATION 
4243 Pennsylvania (P.O. Box 5879), Kansas City 11, Missouri 
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The Wonderful New Film 
& Photo-Tracing Process 

TRADE MARK 

105 mm 

which originated at 

' n u a j m : i g i r i i 

K A N S A S C I T Y , M O . 

Is Now Offered in Major Cities from 
COAST TO COAST 

This is the process which offers 
convenience of handling, protection 
against disaster and unexcelled 
restoration of poor originals, all 
from a file-size film measuring 4" x 6". 
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EXPANDED SHALE 

concrete 
— No. 26 -

a c t s 

CHARTER MEMBER 

1. Lightweight 
2. Strength 
3. Insulation 
4. Fire Insurance 
5. Sound Reduction 
6. Durable 
7. VERSATILE 
8. Economical 
9. Shock Resistant 

10. Minimum Shrinkage 
11. Noiloble 
12. Textured 

^ i U t l e f 

BUILDEX, INC 
Phone 240 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 

"With Distinction" 

Although unusual wall surface treat­
ments are more prevalent in the far 
South and West, the use of distina 
tive masonry patterns and projections 
is becoming more common through­
out the country. "House and Home" 
October 1956 (page 142) featured 
an unusual treatment of ground face 
expanded shale units. 

Buildex expanded shale masonry units 
are manufactured in many standard 
sizes and shapes. The use of com­
binations of sizes, shapes and patterns 
produce beautiful surfaces. The units 
may be exposed, painted, unpainted, 
ground, p las t ered , stuccoed or 
paneled. VERSATILE describes the 
many choices which result in un­
believable attractiveness. 
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C H A P T E R URGES 
NEW CITY PLAN 

In a sweeping move, and with 
decisive civic consciousness, 
the Kansas City Chapter of 
the American Institute of 
Architects presented a plan 
to the City for a redesign of 
the Downtown Area. 

In a meeting at City Hall on 
Friday, July 5th, members of 
the Chapter offered, at no 
cost to the City, assistance in 
o thorough study to formulate 
o far-sighted master-plan for 
renewal of vitality to the 
city hub. 

The offer, spearheaded by 
the Chapter Community De­
velopment Committee, was 
quickly accepted by the City 
Manager, L. P. Cookingham. 

It is the fervent hope of the 
Chapter that our sister or­
ganizations, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, 
American Society of Land­
scape Architects, American 
Institute of Planners, and 
American Society of Mechan­
ical Engineers join us in mak­
ing this truly a community 
endeavor. 

Plans are underway to estab­
lish a special planning office 
in the City Hall, where close 
liaison with the City Plan 
Commission will be possible. 



THE RENEWAL OF 
DOWNTOWN U.S.A. 

Edgardo Contini 

This penetrating article by Mr. Contini, partner, Victor Gruen 
& Associates appeared in the April issue of the Utah Chapter 
publication. The Gruen organization has pioneered some of 
the outstanding large shopping centers in the country and 
developed the Fort Worth Plan. They recently have been 
commissioned to study the business district of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. 

We hove been concerned for many years about the "recov­
ery" of downtown; about remedies, improvements, return to 
health and so on. It is only in much more recent times, how­
ever, that talk—and action—has begun about downtown 
"renewal." The difference is not just a matter of semantics, 
but one of attitude. As long as we dealt with downtown as a 
sick patient to be returned—perhaps a little bit aged and 
somewhat battered—to its former self, we were f ighting a 
losing battle because times and ways of living hove changed 
for good, and those of our institutions that foil to reflect 
creatively and aggressively such change will perish. 
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Now, with "renewal", we mean a new life. Not so much 
through destruction and reconstruction as much as through 
re-opproisol and imaginative readjustment. 

We know that throughout the country, from the small village 
of the Midwest to Manhattan, from Miami to Albuquerque, 
the urban core of the community is undergoing a critical crisis. 
Its common symptoms ore obvious and well known,- but they 
bear review and appraisal because their significance is not 
always well understood, and the proposed remedies are often 
short-sighted and wasteful. 

The symptoms ore, first and foremost: traffic congestion, and, 
following in self-activating sequence: parking shortage, down­
grading of retail facilities, down-grading of surrounding en­
vironment, deterioration of rental levels with consequent phy­
sical obsolescence of real estate assets, deterioration of 
taxable structure, and increase of maintenance and civil 
services costs. Inextricably interwoven with these are equally 
significant symptoms of social nature: vice, delinquency, crime; 
and of aesthetic nature: cheap remodeling, vulgar signs, and 
unrelieved ugliness. 

It is no wonder that such should have been the pattern of 
down-grading. Our cities as we know them were born, for the 
most port, during the nineteenth century. They were planned— 
often without much imagination, but planned nevertheless—for 
on age that relied for movement and activity on the horse 
and buggy, public transportation, and, to the largest degree, 
on pedestrian mobility. They grew. But downtown, once its 
skeleton was formed, ceased to respond and adjust to 
new challenges. 

The electric motor came, the gasoline engine come, moss pro­
duction gave each of us unlimited mobility, we entirely 
changed our habit of living (and we created new homes to 
reflect such change). But downtown stood still. It cluttered 
itself with trolley tracks and wires; then got rid of them, only 
to be choked with fumes. It scrambled together cars, busses, 
and pedestrians in spaces that were designed for neither. 

The automobile introduced itself modestly enough—just a 
gadget, a mere convenience. But it eventually blackmailed 
the city with more and more demands: traffic regulations, one 
way streets, narrow sidewalks, signals, and progressively, 
we gave in. 
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And now the automobile is procreating itself at a higher birth 
rate than man himself. And its space demands, for birth (our 
factories), for association with man (soles rooms and agen­
cies), for shelter (garages and parking lots), for health and 
core (repair shops and wash racks), for sustenance (gasoline 
stations), and for burial (wrecking dumps), ore tremendous. 
It has changed our habits, our cityscape, and the entire scale 
of civic environmenf. Specifically, its infiltration has hopelessly 
clogged and paralyzed the life and vitality of our urban cores. 

Varied answers have been given to the question, "Wha t to do 
about it?". Frank Lloyd Wright, when asked what should be 
done about the problems of one of our largest cities, simply 
stated: "Destroy it." Others hove painted the sidewalks green 
and promoted dollar days. Between such extremes of unreal­
istic arrogance and inadequate timidity, there is, fortunately 
a constructive middle ground of realism, vision and under­
standing within which o pattern for renewal can be formu­
lated. Toward this goal, two points must be stated, under­
stood and accepted. 

First: the healthy downtown must be a nucleus ot compact 
layout, intense activity, efficient land utilization, minimum 
distances and maximum concentration of self-complement­
ing functions. 

Second: a pedestrian can move comfortably |in 20 square 
feet; a car needs about 600 to move about, 200 to stand still— 
and a car more often than not carries less than two people. 

The inability to understand and resolve the axiomatic incom­
patibility of these two premises has been perhaps the greatest 
factor contributing to the deterioration of downtown; and it 
is my conviction that we will no more be able to return order 
and efficiency and function to our downstowns without chasing 
the prepossessing automobiles out of them than our grand­
fathers would have succeeded in keeping their parlors pre­
sentable if they hod left their horses free to roam through 
them at wil l . 

A number of measures have been taken, especially during the 
last two decades, in on attempt to remedy the decline of 
downtown's vitality. Most of the measures dealt with traffic— 
and rightly so—as the most obvious angle of attack. But gen­
erally, the results were not what was hoped for. At most, 
success was met in retarding the trend, but nowhere the 
trend was fully reversed just through traffic remedy. 
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There are, of course, two reasons why this should be the cose. 
In the first place, traffic is more a symptom than a disease. 
It reflects an entirely new pattern of living; and, as a high 
fever, it indicates o deep-seated reaction of the urban frame­
work to such a changed pattern. You may lower the fever by 
aspirin and reduce congestion by one-way streets and syn­
chronized signali2ation,but neither will cure the disease, which 
must be understood and attacked more comprehensively. 

In the second place, remedial traffic measures have the habit 
of creating as many new problems as they solve existing ones. 
Expressways ore cut (at no mean cost) through the frame of 
the city to connect the suburbs with downtown so now one 
can reach downtown fast enough—to f ind no place for park­
ing. Then, vacant lots, sprinkled here and there in the middle 
of downtown, ore expensively converted into multi-deck park­
ing structures—and we discover that the new traffic volumes 
that expressways and parking have encouraged cannot be 
handled by the network of local streets, and movement slows 
down to a standstill. Anyone who has tried once to go cross-
town in the neighborhood of 34th street in Manhattan, by cab, 
around nine a.m., will never do it again—he will walk next 
time and, thus, perhaps become the symbol of a new era! 

When the local rood network becomes clogged, public trans­
portation gets caught, too; and its traffic-relieving efficiency 
is lost; its books will go into the red. Soon, one more line is 
dropped, and the space where one bus was crawling will now 
have to moke room for twenty cars! Incidentally, nothing could 
be more characteristic of the absolute lock of understanding 
of the nature and dimensions of the problem of downtown 
wellbeing than the battle cry of some twenty years ago; 
"Away with the street car tracks." Clumsy as it was, the street 
car, with its high passenger load per square foot, was con­
sistent with the dimensions and needs of downtown. The 
individual automobile is not; and we would have done far 
less harm to the business of downtown in the long run if we 
had left the street cor tracks in and kept the cars out. 

Now, the cars ore in; and we tend to look forward toward 
more freeways, more parking structures, more one-way streets, 
more scramble and more gimmicks. If now we give in to the 
cars once more, end tear down buildings to widen the net­
work of local streets (not a very economical operation at that), 
we will succeed in killing the patient once and for a l l . 

^continued on pag* 23; 
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DANISH S MORGASBORD 
by John Morley 

The second installment of Architect-Writer Morley's interesting 
accounts of his year in Denmark under the Fullbright program! 

Copenhagen has a great deal of water around it, and this 
combined with the irregular layout of the medieval town, 
presents a tremendous number of unusually fascinating views. 
However, though interesting and quaint, we could not see 
anything new going on, architecturally speaking, until we 
were able to travel around the perimeter of the city. There is 
a tremendous amount of building in progress there, especially 
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in multi-family housing, schools, and hospitals, and all in the 
most contemporary idiom. Commissions for many of the larger 
projects ore determined by invited competition and while I am 
certain that such a process must prove costly to a majority of 
the offices, the quality of the design is exceptionally good. 
Great attention is paid to detail and even small jobs ore put 
out with on unbelievable number of drawings; specifications 
ore completely illustrated with isometric and exploded-view 
drawings, in addition to reams orfid reams of explanatory 
material, incidentally, there ore over seven times more archi­
tects in Copenhagen than there ore in the Kansas City area, 
although the population is comparable! 

Constructionwise, especially in concrete, the Scondonovians 
ore for in advance of us. One often hears of the cheap hand 
labor in Europe and that is possibly the case. However, they 
have a great number of technological advances that we could 
do well to adopt. The high German crane is in use everywhere, 
reaching up to twelve floors for hoisting materials and equip­
ment of all kinds. Slip forms are still used to a certain extent, 
but pre-costing and assembly with the crone is more prevelant. 
The pre-costing is of excellent quality and when stainless steel 
forms ore used, the final product is as finished as our 
extruded metals. Even such small sections as window and door 
frames ore cost. It might be noted that the use of the "shock-
table" (which is a system of vibrating), and steam curing 
makes this precise work possible. 

There appears to be close cooperation between architects, 
engineers, builders and suppliers. Doily, or at least weekly, 
conferences on the job site ore conducted by the architect for 
oil persons concerned and even small offices have o man 
continually on the job. And most of the working drawings are 
zinc-plate reproductions, often in two colors and ore very 
accurate, durable, and easy to read. I often questioned the 
architects about their ability to come out ahead financially on 
their work with all of these costs and they would just shake 
their heads sadly and soy, "What good is happiness, it can't 
buy money!" 

The architects in Copenhagen ore a cosmopoliton group and 
very friendly to Americans. Many of them hove been to the 
USA and those who hove been here hove seen a great deal 
more of this country than has the overage American. Most of 
them have also traveled extensively in Europe and it is very 
common for young graduates to work for a year or two in 
other countries, usually Sweden or Norway; and many of them 
go to Paris and London for additional experience with lonqu-



ages as well as architecture. I was able to visit a good num­
ber of their offices and found them to be very well organized 
and methodical in their practice. They were most gracious 
with their time and in answering questions and always gave 
me any drawings that I might ask for. I also hod the impres­
sion that quality design was most important to them and a 
commission was never "just o job". Even small work must be 
done in the best possible manner. 

Architects ore all trained at the Royal Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts. The sudents enter through competitive examina­
tions and there ore only a total of three hundred students in 
the Academy at any one time; this number represents about 
a third of the total number of applicants. Only a few foreign 
students con be accommodated of the large number that 
apply for admission, and these must prove their capabilities. 
The syllabus takes at least five years, and in my opinion, 
compares very fovorobly with the best schools in the USA. 
There is frequent exchange of staff with American Schools, 
particularly with the eastern ones; Lawrence Andersen of 
MIT is there at the present time. Successful graduates of the 
Academy ore for all practical purposes liscensed to practice, 
but they often serve extended terms of apprenticeship much 
like our own graduates. The work of the students is character­
ized by superb draughtsmanship and wonderful drawing abi l­
ity, but perhaps shows a little less imagination than that of 
our own students. A fair percentage of the young architects 
are girls and they generally marry within the profession. The 
school sponsors student tours to various locations of archi­
tectural interest at a very low cost and by the time the student 
graduates, he will hove hod the experience of living in two or 
three different countries. While languages ore not taught at 
the Academy, they are taught in the lower schools, and with 
the experience gained from travel, it is the usual thing to 
speak and write at least three languages. 

After seeing o good percentage ot the contemporary buildings 
of Western Europe, it would be my opinion that the Scondo-
novion work (and this goes for industrial and landscape design 
as well OS architecture) is as good as con be found abroad. 
Actually there is not a tremendous amount of really advanced 
work—at least not to the some extent that is to be found in 
the USA. There is for example, practically no "construction­
ism" involving experimental forms of the kind that is being 
done here and in Latin America, even thoy^h shell concrete 
and pre-stressing ore widely used. 
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Apartments at Bellatioj 

In Denmark itself, the big apartments at Bellohoj, which ore 
tower types with group entrances, ore very well planned, 
beautifully adopted to a difficult site and on excellent exam­
ple of pre-costing and assembly. The widely published Rodovre 
Town Hall by Arne Jocobsen is superbly detailed and a most 
interesting version of a child-sized GM Tec Center. The so-
called "collective" houses, which ore apartment groups includ­
ing limited shopping and services, are social models as well 
as excellent architectural solutions superior to anything that 
has been done anywhere else today. 
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Rodevre Town Hal l 

In Sweden the new planned town of Vall ingby is likewise a 
most interesting social experiment and on unusually fine 
integration of buildings and site. The Swedish underground 
factories are, of course, marvels of planning and mechanical 
equipment under almost impossible building conditions. 

In Helsinki, Aolto's new structure which will house the offices 
for Social Security will be another very original design for 
which Aalto is justly famous. (Incidentally, when the great 
Finn comes to Copenhagen, the night clubs all stay open 
until morning!) 



I was very fortunate in being able to see almost every major 
city in Germany and while there are still large areas of ter­
rible bomb damage, on amazing recovery has been affected. 
Unfortunately, however, the quality of the design is not very 
high and the trend seems to be in the direction of non-classic, 
typical of Hitler's Third Reich. American dollars ore busily at 
work, especially in Berlin, and it is really too bad that some 
American design cannot also be employed, but such a thing 
would, of course, be unthinkable. Hannover has perhaps the 
the best building in Germany as well as some really first class 
architects. Italy is, of course, doing some very exciting work, 
notably in the Milan area with Gie Ponti, and Rogers and 
Perosutti, the leading designers. The new railway station in 
Rome is really wonderful and the structure is certainly the 
outstanding thing of its kind. 

Perhaps the most interesting single building in Europe today is 
le Corbusier's chapel, Notre Dome du Hout at Bonchamps. 
This structure is completely original and has a tremendous 
sense of space even if you might question the religious char­
acter. The new shopping center in Rotterdam called the 
Lijnban is very nice considering its size, but it certainly does 
not compare with the better ones in the USA, such as North­
land and Dayton's in Minneapolis. 
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Although a good deal of our time was spent in trying to see 
the better known buildings and sites, even a year is not long 
enough. On the other hand it seems foolish to race around 
constantly like Americans and never give yourself a chance to 
savor the real qualities of the place at hand. We found, for 
instance, that it was quite possible to spend the whole time 
looking through the eye piece of a 35mm camera and never 
really see anything at al l . We hod the impression that most 
travelers try to do entirely too much and end up completely 
frustrated. It takes a very long time to catch the spirit of any 
city, for instance, and viewing the whole show from a tourists' 
bus can be somewhat less satisfactory than seeing a first class 
travelogue at the local flikker. Most of the American students 
that we talked to seemed to feel this way and they soon got 
over the "l-must-see-it-oll" phase and tried to appreciate the 
simple fact that they were living in a completely different 
environment. For architects, who by their nature and training 
ore more curious (the word is used as a verb here), than most 
other people, travel in Europe is a continual thril l and I am 
sure that they get more out of such an experience than any­
one else. 
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Notr» Dame du Haul 

Perhaps as one becomes older, time takes on a different 
aspect, but in any event our year in Europe was by for the 
fastest one that we ever spent. It certainly raised a question in 
my mind—that it is quite possible we Americans still do not 
have all that mokes life worth living. In arriving home, every­
one always soys, "I t was great to be away, but it is wonderful 
to get bock." Somehow, with us, it was with considerable 
reluctance that we again made the trip back to Gothenburg 
almost a year to the day of our arrival. Long live King 
Frederick and Queen IngridI 
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(VERY) GENERAL CONDITIONS 
or "What the Contractors 
really Thimk!" 

J. David Miller 
1. Intent of the Contract Documents. The plans and specifica­

tions ore entirely unrelated instruments. Anything shown on the 
plans and not mentioned in the specifications is not to be furnished 
because the specifications govern. Anything mentioned in the speci­
fications and not shown on the plans is an error on the port of the 
architect and shall be submitted as an extra. 

2. P lans . The plans shall be defined as a monumental dream put 
on blue paper for the purpose of patching holes in the roof of the 
construction shack. Anything done right according to the plans shall 
be considered wrong and anything that is done wrong shall be 
Installed accordingly so that the architect can be shown his error 
in the presence of the owner. 

3 . Speci f icat ions. A comic book, of which at least 50 copies must 
be demanded from the architect immediately after signing of the 
contract and thereafter, under no conditions, shall reference be 
made to them. 

4 . Inspection of w o r k . Immediately on the architect's appearance 
at the job, the superintendent and all foremen shall hide, so that 
they cannot be found, especially If he is in a hurry. 

5. Mater ia ls . Under no conditions shall the exact materials specified 
be used. Substitutions shall be mode at will without asking. After 
al l , one of the draftsmen in the bock room can always be blamed 
for giving approval during bidding. 

6. C l a i m s for e x t r a w o r k . Any item not costing more than $1.13 
that is requested by the architect to moke the job a little nicer shall 
be reluctantly included but shall be promptly thrown in his face 
each time he requests that a change be made to conform to plans 
and specifications. 

7 . D a m a g e s . Any damage done by the contractor shall be a claim 
for extra compensation on the grounds that It would not have 
happened hod he not been awarded the job in the first place. 
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8. Appl icat ions for p a y m e n t . In all coses shall the applications 
for payment be more than the contractor has coming. Somebody 
has to cover the 10% withheld. Application for final payment must 
be mode 30 days before completion of the job, so that, combined 
with the money withheld from subs, the contractor can pay the bills 
on the job over in Sarcastic City. 

9 . Evidence of Sat isfact ion. Evidence of satisfaction on the port of 
the architect is just cause to stop all work because the contractor 
has probably given him something not called for or shown! 

Really, Ed, don't you think this is running tradition in th( 
ground? 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
Thanks again to the Producer's 
Council for their Monte Carlo party, 
June 10th. This is getting to be a 
real sell-out. The spectacular of the 
evening was when $3,000 was par­
layed into $675,000 with only two 
spins of the roulette wheel. Auction­
eers, Bill Elder and G len J o n e s 
were weary indeed when the lost 
barbecue was finally sold for well 
over $2,000,000! 

Robert O. Boi ler has been ad­
vanced to status of Member Emeri­
tus. Skylines hopes to run a feature 
article in the near future on the 
milestones of his practice. 

Welcome to new Junior Associate, 
Roger Eldon Smith. Roger is a 
graduate of the University of Kan­
sas and is presently with Burns and 
McDonnell. 

J o e Ke l logg will have a special 
showing of water colors at KU's 
Museum of Art this summer. Also 
displayed will be work by other 
faculty members. 

The Chapter S u m m e r P a r t y (with 
wives) sponsored by the Junior As­
sociates will be held Tuesday, Au­
gust 6th at the Silver Spur Country 
Club. Tariff wil l be $2.50 per per­
son, with swimming 50c extra. With 
the chuck wagon on the patio and 
a hep combo, it promises to be on 
outstanding evening. Look for a re­
minder announcement in the moil! 

The Fifth Annua l Architects 
Conference at the University of 
Kansas has been tentatively set for 
the latter port of March and the 
subject this year will be "Churches." 

Thanks to J a c k Mor ley for his 
extremely clever account of Den­
mark. Jack graciously spent several 
days and evenings to put the story 
together, for which Skylines is 
deeply grateful. 

Thanks also to J o h n J a m e s o n / 
who sweated together this month's 
local cartoon, drawn after a sug­
gested idea. Skylines sincerely 
hopes that the jest is received as 
lightly as it is intended. 

President S l e z a k was a guest 
speaker at the annual Unit Ma-
sonory Association Dinner, June 
27th. 

CALENDAR 

Chapter Summer Party 
First Fall Chapter Meeting September 17 
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THE RENEWAL OF DOWNTOWN U.S.A. 
( c o n t i n u e d f rom p a g e 11) 

If the remedies of the post fai led, 
obviously a more comprehensive 
approach must be used. The funda­
mentals of such on approach ore 
the following: 

• We cannot just attempt to cure 
symptoms, but must get at the 
core of the problems and provide 
for a complete readjustment of 
downtown to the facts and reali­
ties of the automobile age. 

• We must not attack problems one 
at a time, but rather formulate a 
long range comprehensive pro­
gram, encompassing all the prob­
lems and capable of progressive 
implementation by stages. 

' We should not limit our thinking 
to the narrow term of "down­
town." Downtown is, in all coses, 
an organ of the community as a 
whole, whose well- or ill-being it 
will reflect. Thus, the renewal of 
downtown is related to the total 
growth pattern of the region. 

• We must not think of "saving" 
downtown. This is a defeatist 
term. We must dedicate our ef­
fort to the returning of downtown 
to the vigor, dominance, prestige 
and spendor to which it is entitled 
by historical heritage and by 
geographical location. We must 
think big, because in this country 
timidity will never succeed. 

Yet, to think big is not enough; lest 
we invest in glorious mausoleums 

with no vitality, we must also think 
with a purpose. 

It seems to us—after attempting to 
understand the essence of the his­
torical vitality of the urban core 
and after learning through the 
planning of regional shopping cen­
ters which offer the opportunity to 
start thinking and planning from 
scratch how to cope with the re­
lationship between man and his 
cor—that the plan for renewal must 
set for itself the following basic 
goals: 

1. Provide on even f low of traffic 
to and from downtown and its 
tributary area. 

2. Separate vehicular traffic from 
pedestrian movements, and 
provide for adequate vehicle 
storage. 

3. Encourage the most productive 
use of the land. 

4. Re-integrote commercial with 
civic and cultural activities. 

The first goal is easily understand­
able, and the general highway and 
freeway improvement programs 
that our largest cities hove under 
construction or in the planning 
stage will effectively assist in ac­
complishing this task. The only 
danger that exists is that the pro­
gram of highway improvement be 
developed without proper relation­
ship to the other aspects of urban 
renewal. 
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The second goal is one that will be 
more difficult to accomplish. There 
is substantial resistance on the port 
of the merchants or developers 
against relinquishing the ancient 
privilege of having cars stop at the 
front door; even if in actuality most 
of the customers or visitors will 
hove to be contented with parking 
four blocks away and walk the dis­
tance on crowded sidewalks and 
through hazardous intersections. 
The paradox is that in the most 
successful of our suburban shopping 
centers this separation of automo­
bile traffic, pedestrian traffic and 
service traffic has been accom­
plished quite successfully without 
compromise. The automobile brings 
the customer to the center but, so 
to say, stops ot the threshold. With­
in the environment of such subur­
ban centers, the customer is a 
pedestrian in a space scaled to his 
dimensions, landscaped, pleasantly 
f i l led with amenities and freed from 
congestion, noise and fumes. And 
the service traffic, either by means 
of underground truck tunnels or by 
means of sheltered service areas is 
segregated from sight and interfer­
ence. There is no reason why the 
lessons learned in the suburban 
centers cannot be incorporated in 
the renewal of downtown. 

The third point will probably be the 
most difficult to accomplish because 
it demands the establishment of a 
most delicate balance between 
public initiative and private enter­
prise. Insofar as the purpose of re­
newal is not demolition and recon­
struction but rather re-integrotion 
ond concentration of activity, and 
insofar as it should not be the re­
sponsibility of the city or other 
public bodies (other than for the 
development of civic centers) to 

undertake the development initia­
tive, it becomes necessary that the 
privileges and powers granted to 
public bodies through the broad­
ened use of the right of eminent 
domain be properly counter-bal­
anced by a proper system of checks. 
Thus, maximum encouragement will 
be established for private enter­
prise to undertake major redevelop­
ment projects within or around the 
downtown area, within the frame­
work of 0 pre-established master 
plan offering a maximum of insur­
ance and confidence. At the some 
time, the growth of irresponsible 
speculative activity will be discour­
aged. A tremendous amount of ex­
perience at the planning, legisla­
tive, and political level will have to 
be acquired to develop a successful 
technique of implementation of re­
newal plans. 

The fourth point is self-evident: no 
urban core can relinquish its func­
tion of civic and cultural responsi­
bility, yet it is only when such cen­
tralized civic representation is 
properly related to the commercial 
vitality of the city's center that sta­
bility and unsubsidized well-being 
will be accomplished and main­
tained. 

We recently hove hod the oppor­
tunity to apply the principles out­
lined above in the development of 
the master plan for the renewal of 
o middle-sized, mid-western Ameri­
can community. Fort Worth, Texas. 
Let me outline briefly the analytical 
approach that was followed by our 
firm in the concept development of 
the Fort Worth plan. 

On the one hand, we analyzed in 
detail all of Fort Worth's existing 
conditions—aqe, value and useful-
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ness of building block by block; 
utility installations, operation of 
public transportation; pattern of 
business volumes; and trends of 
change of character of different 
areas of downtown. 

On the other hand, toward the de­
velopment of an ultimate solution, 
rather than project from the exist­
ing conditions and try to remedy 
and improve, we took an entirely 
different outlook: we analyzed the 
entire region of which Fort Worth 
and Dallas are the focus. We as­
sumed that Fort Worth as a com­
munity will exercise the will neces­
sary to attract one-half of the trade 
potential of the region, to which it 
is entitled by its geographical lo­
cation. We projected present trends 
of growth of the region into the 
forseeable future (1970) and, on 
this basis, estimated the anticipated 
downtown area requirements for 
retail business, office buildings, ho­
tels, civic and recreational, and 
other related downtown facilities. 
Assuming that, as part of the re­
newal program, an effective, com­
prehensive and profitable system of 
transportation would be instituted 
and operated, we estimated that 
reasonably about 4 0 % of the peo­
ple heading downtown from the 
suburbs would use means of public 
transportation rather than private 
automolpiles. (It is generally the 
case that the larger the city's metro­
politan core, the larger is the per­
centage of its visitors relying on 
public transportation. Present fig­
ures for downtown Los Angeles in­
dicate that approximately 5 0 % of 
its visitors now come by public 
transportation; in Manhattan, the 
percentage is of course substanti­
ally higher). Thus we were able to 
arrive at an estimate of the total 

number of private vehicles that will 
hove to visit downtown doily, if its 
activity at the anticipated level is 
to be maintained. The staggering 
figure was in the order of 150,000 
cars per day, which corresponds to 
peak hourly loads, within the down­
town area, of approximately 30,000 
cars. A rapid analysis of the cor­
responding space requirements in­
dicated that the area presently 
dedicated to public roads (about 5 
million square feet) will have to be 
trebled to accommodate the antici­
pated needs. 

Thus, three basic alternates were 
left to choose from: 

(A) Accept lower capacities and 
corresponding lower total vol­
umes, thus relinquishing part 
of the trade potential of the 
downtown area to either com­
petitive Dallas or other suburbs 
or satellite communities, or 

(B) Widen the street network of 
the downtown area (with tre­
mendous amount of destruc­
tion), thus exploding the com­
pactness of the downtown area 
to a point where it will entirely 
lose its effectiveness as an 
urban nucleus, or 

(C) Provide for a highway network 
that would rapidly convey pri­
vate vehicles from the suburbs 
to downtown, provide ade­
quate parking facilities for such 
vehicles in the fringe of the 
downtown area, and prohibit 
these vehicles from entering the 
downtown core entirely. 

The last was, in essence, the solu­
tion selected, and among its most 
significant results were the follow­
ing: 
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1. The whole program can be im­
plemented with out destroying 
any multi-story or otherwise 
valuable real estate in the 
downtown core. 

2. It will be possible to increase 
the compactness of the down­
town area (through closing of 
alleys, narrowing of streets, 
and restitution to a productive 
use of lots presently dedicated 
to random parking) to the point 
where the entire anticipated 
need of downtown Fort Worth 
for 1970 can be easily accom­
modated within the present day 
boundaries of downtown. The 
remarkable c o n s e q u e n c e of 
such compactness will make it 
possible to reach any point 
within the downtown core from 
the nearest of the parking struc­
tures in less than three minutes 
walking time; and this walking 
can occur under sheltered side­
walks, in a park-like area, un­
cluttered by noise and con­
fusion. 

This is the plan for Fort Worth. It 
answers the goals set forth before, 
and it answers them in terms of Fort 
Worth reality—of its physical char­
acteristics, its youth, its being Texas 
—and, mainly, its being spurred by 
Dallas. 

As an approach, it evoked immedi­
ate response, perhaps because the 
time was ripe; perhaps because it 
was the first to "go the whole way"; 
perhaps because of a combination 
of both. No better compliment 
could perhaps have been paid to it 
than the appearance in the doily 
newspaper of one large northwest­
ern city, a few weeks after publi­
cation of the Fort Worth plan, of a 

strikingly similar plan embodying 
the minimum adjustments necessary 
to fit it, lock, stock and barrel, to 
the pattern of that city's downtown. 
The only major improvement that 
we were able to detect was a by­
line at the bottom saying "copy­
right by ". Unfortunately, the 
author had missed a rather import­
ant point: though the goals for re­
newal are common denominators 
to all planning efforts, the solution 
must reflect in each cose the indivi­
duality and peculiarities, physical 
and emotional, of the community 
for which the plan is developed. 

At this point, then, let's look around 
ourselves, at our own city, for on 
evaluation of its peculiarities and of 
their significance in terms of urban 
renewal. 

The first and foremost prerequisite 
of a successful plan for renewal is 
the will of the community to see it 
developed and implemented. Oth­
erwise, the plan will be no more 
than lines of paper and colors on 
mops. 

But, given the will—in spite of phy­
sical and emotional difficulties—a 
plan to bring order to the growth 
of the colossus, and, with it, well-
being and stability to its downtown 
core, can be created. 

It must solve traffic and parking 
problems and be fully alert to the 
potential for total renovation of 
obsolete districts; it must be re­
gional in scope. And it must be bold 
and daring and consistent, because 
only O S such will it muster the sup­
port of the community and rise 
above the level of local conflicts 
and narrow interests. 
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CARTHAGE MARBLE C O I l P O R A W 
C A R T H A G E , M l l s Q U R I 

3030 WYOMING STREET, KANSAS KITY, MISSOURI 



KANSAS CITY NATURAL SUTE CO. 
3109 SOUTHWEST BLVD. PHONE WE 1-6984 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

FLOOR COVERINGS 
Asphalt Tile 
Rubber Tile 
Vinyl Tile 
Cork Tile 
Linoleum 
Wood Block Flooring 
Hubbellite 
Dex-O-Tex 

WALL COVERINGS 
Kalistron 
Flexwood 
Metal Wall Tile 
Plastic Wall Tile 

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS 
Owens-Corning-Fiberglos 
Armstrong Cork Co. 
Keosbey & Mottison 

CHALKBOARDS 
U. S. Plywood's "ARMORPLY" 
Weber Costello 

TACKBOARDS 
Armstrong 
Nairn 
U. S. Plywood 
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ceiling tliat 
makes iike the sun 

nd you con fro/ if f 

The sun's energy warms only after it strikes solid objects. 
In the some way, heat radiated from the panels 

of a B U R G E S S - M A N N I N G 3 -Way Functional Ceil ing 
warms persons and fixtures but not excess air. 

No floor space is wasted by radiators. 
There is no need for costly air moving equipment. 

B U R G E S S - M A N N I N G 

For cooling the radiation process is reversed. 
As the cooler objects absorb radiant energy from the 

warmer ceiling, a cooler ceiling obsorbs the excess 
energy radiated by warmer persons and fixtures, 

rhe heat-radiating or heat-absorbing (cooling) quality of 
your Burgess-Manning ceilings is controlled 

by conventional thermostats and at your fingertips. 

r a d i a n t h e a t i n g 

B U R G E S S - M A N N I N G r a d i a n t c o o l i n g 

O n top of their heating and cooling quality 
The B U R G E S S - M A N N I N G 3 - W a y Functional Ceiling's 

twice-enameled, perforated aluminum panels 
offer exceptional acoustic control. 

Most important to you, however, is the fact 
that a Burgess-Manning ceiling costs no more than 

cooling, heating and sound control 
ceiling units installed separately. 

B U R G E S S - M A N N I N G 

ore inforniation on quality ceilings call or write 

fings ofquief distinction by ^ 
bharlotte • Kansas City, Mo. • Phone HA 1-2288 



INSTITUTE 
O 

3 
'18571957E? 

We would appreciate very much the opportunity of belatedly expres­
sing our sincere congratulations to the local and notional members 
of the A.I.A. on their 100th Anniversary. It Is commendable for a group 
of thousands of members of an honored profession to join together to 
exchange ideas of design, construction, specifications; anything that 
will provide the most economical, modern, and useful buildings. We 
commend each of you. 

Among the firms we represent, we also commend 
MESKER BROTHERS IRON COMPANY of St. Louis, 
Missouri, organized in 1879, just twenty-one years 
after the formation of the AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS. 

We personally ore more than proud and extremely 
pleased that most members of the AIA ore showing 
a wide acceptance of Mesker windows both in steel 
and aluminum and Mesker's window wall with their 
unique method of installing porcelain panels at the 
factory 

CLAUDE COOKE CO., INC. 
301 N. 7th STREET K A N S A S CITY, K A N S A S 
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How! ALL HEW ZURH [HGIHEERED PRODUCTS 
HELP IMPROVE YOUR BUILDIHG SPECIFICAJIOHSl 

NEWEST DEVELOPMENT IN 
WATER HAMMER ARRESTMENT 

THE ZURN 

SHOKTROL 

ULTRA-MVDDERN APPROACH TO 
CONTROL CONCEALMENT 

THE ZURN 

ACCESS DOOR 

For elimination of desfructive shock pressure 
and disturbing noises in plumbing systems 
with quick-closing volves— 
. . . All stainless steel construction. 
. . . Small, compact and lightweight. 
. . . Pre-chorged with air pressure. 

For full, unhindered e n t r a n c e to control 
equipment concealed in walls and ceilings— 
. . . Fits any type of wall. 
. . . High-quality lustrous finish. 
. . . Protective cylinder lock. 
. . . Snug door on concealed hinges. 

U.S. PATENTS AND PATENTS PENDING 

ZURN MIDWEST SERVICES, INC. 
Represented by 

JAMES V. IRVIN CO. 
557 Weitport Rood Konios City 11, Missouri 

Phone: JEffenon 1-5452 

A COMPUTE LINE OF PLUMBING DRAINAGE PRODUaS 
ZURN SYSTEMS for supporting wall type plumbing fixtures 

• NON-FREEZING HYDRANTS 
• SUPREMO CLEANOUTS 
• SWIMMING POOL FIHINGS 

• ROOF DRAINS 
• FLOOR DRAINS 
• INTERCEPTORS 

page thirty-one 



ARCHITECT combines 
functional beauty with 
SURPRISINGLY LOW COST 

Nevada, Missouri Country Club. 8.000 Sq. Ft. on 2 levels 
cost less than $10 per square foot including year-round air 
conditioning. Architects were Bales & Schecter of Kansas City, 
Joseph L. Pohl, Nevada. Missouri, was the contractor. 

Bales & Schecter of Kansas City 
achieved the attractive architectural 
effect in this building by using the 
exposed structural haydite concrete 
members as the decorative theme. 

WRITE T O D A Y 
for FREE illustrated in­
formative l i t e r a t u r e 
that tells how you con 
utilize h a y d i t e con­
crete to its fullest a d ­
van tage . 

CONSTRUCTION, 

CARTER-WATERS 

Precast haydite concrete floor and 
roof slabs and haydite concrete blocks 
were used throughout the building. 
The result is not only an attractive 
Country Club atmosphere—but a 
building that is: . . . 

1 Economical—cost less than $10 per 
square foot. 

2 Fire resistant. 

3 Thermally and acoustically insulated. 

4 Strong and durable. 

2 4 4 0 P E N N W A Y 
Phone GRand 1-2570 
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GREATER 
S-P-R-E-A-D-l-N-G r a t e 

per g a l l o n m e a n s 
a p p l i e d cost 

w e 

Only ZOLATONE has 

"guts" to withstand the 

"high pressure" system 

needed to achieve these results 

w°""' 

i 

* F U L L S U R F A C E COVERAGE 

* NO SPATTER E F F E C T 

* T R U E COLOR P A T T E R N S 

* UP TO 175 OR 2 0 0 SQ. FT. PER G A L L O N 

avoid the unknown-use ZOLATONE 
ZOLATONE is manufactured only by 

PARAMOUNT PAINT & LACQUER CO. 

DEVOE OF KANSAS CITY, Inc. 
STERLING RONAI 200 S. W. Blvd. 
Genera/ Manager Phone VI 2-5672 




