fa . "..,lf.‘.’

—LIBRARY

" SKYLINES

KANSAS CITY
' CHAPTER OF THE
AMERICAN INSTITUTE

OF ARCHITECT.S
&

1958

JANUARY



PRESIDENT

VICE-PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

DIRECTOR ('56-'58)

DIRECTOR ('57-'59)

DIRECTOR ('58-'60)

John T. Murphy
15 West Tanth Street
Kansas City 5, Missouri

Henry D. Krug, Jr.
310 Ward Parkway
Kansas City 12, Missouri

William M. Conrad
4149 Pennsylvania
Kansas City 11, Missouri

Conrad J. Curtis
912 East 63rd Street
Kansas City 10, Missouri

William H. Simon
25 East 12th Street
Kansas City 6, Missouri

Angus McCallum
1016 Baltimore Avenue
Kansas City 5, Missouri

John M. Hewitt
607 Westport Road
Kansas City 11, Missouri




SKYLINES

VOL. 8
NO. 1
January, 1958

CONTENTS

Year One Hundred And One
Committee Reports For 1957
Cartoon

"Automation Architecture”

by George Peter Keleti
“Top Banana” For 1957—Betty Brookel

A Kansas Farm House
for Mr. and Mrs. John T. Rohde

Chapter News
Modern Masonry Seminar..

SKYLINES is the monthly publication of the Kansas City
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and mailed
without charge

EDITOR.. FRIAE . J. DAVID MILLER
7830 FLOYD OVERLAND PARK, KANS.
LITHO =1 VOLKMER LITHO CO.

page ong



Owr “Specialty of The House”

TRACING
REPRODUCTION

WESTERN

BIUE PRINT CO

909 GRAND*KANSAS CITY, MO.
SOUTH SIDE PLANT 4241 PENN.

TECHNICAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

VICTOR 2-7881
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Read carefully the information you
have received concerning the Com-
prehensive Major Hospital Plan
being offered members and their
families of the Kansas City Chapter
of the American Institute of Archi-
tects. This plan has been approved
by the Chapter Executive Committee.

Send your enrollment direct to:

Altman-Singleton ¢ Co.

ALL FORMS OF INSURAMNCE AND SURETY

15 West Tenth Street
Kansas City 5, Missouri

Telephone Victor 2-6292
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 Now! aiL wew zurw Eneiveerep ProDuCTS
HELP IMPROVE YOUR BUILDING SPECIFICATIONS!

NEWEST DEVELOPMENT IN ULTRA-MODERN APPROACH TO
WATER HAMMER ARRESTMENT CONTROL CONCEALMENT
THE ZURN THE ZURN

SHOKTROL i ACCESS DOOR

For elimination of destructive shock pressure For full, unhindered entrance to control

and disturbing noises in plumbing systems equipment concealed in walls and ceilings—
with quick-closing valves— .. . Fits any type of wall.

. All stainless steel construction. . . . High-quality lustrous finish.

. Small, compact and lightweight. . . . Protective cylinder lock.

. Pre-charged with air pressure. . . . Snug door on concealed hinges.

U.S. PATENTS AND PATENTS PENDING

ZURN MIDWEST SERVICES, INC.

Represented by

JAMES V. IRVIN CO,
557 Westport Road Kansas City 11, Missouri
Phone: JEfferson 1-5452

A COMPLETE LINE OF PLUMBING DRAINAGE PRODUCTS
® ZURN SYSTEMS for supporting wall type plumbing fixtures

e NON-FREEZING HYDRANTS ® ROOF DRAINS
® SUPREMO CLEANOUTS ® FLOOR DRAINS
e SWIMMING POOL FITTINGS ® INTERCEPTORS
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EXPANDED SHALE

— Neo. 32 -—

P N
CHARTER (v oo MEMBER “K T A uses lightweight blocks

and structural concrete of
Buildex aggregate”

1. LIGHTWEIGHT Access bridge (X 290) ar Victory
F Strengih Jum_"uun was redesigned for wider
4 traffic lanes after construction was
3. Insulation commenced. Although subconstruc-
. tional steel had been ordered, the re-
4. Fire Insurance quirements were not changed because
5. Sound Reduction of the dead load savings by using
Buildex structural concrete instead of
6. Durable regular concrete. Buildex masonry
7. Versatile units were also used in many of the
: accommodation structures along the

8. Economical route.
9. Shock Resistant Buildex expanded shale aggregate

used in concrete and concrete pro-
ducts reduces the weight of the con-

tomad]
e

Minimum Shrinkage

11. Nailable crete thirty to forty percent with lit-
tle sacrifice in strengcth. The
12. Textured LIGHTWEIGHT advantage of

Buildex products is a money saver

.+ . 48 muck for
s little! "

EXPANDED SHALE

BUILDEX

AGGREGATE

BUILDEX, INC.

Phone 240
OTTAWA, KANSAS
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YEAR ONE HUNDRED AND ONE

This is year one hundred
and one — the first new
year in the second cen-
tury of the Institute.

In Kansas City, it will be
an important year because
of the Regional Conven-
tion in October and be-
cause of the challenge
posed in keeping alive the
tremendous importance of
the KC B0 Project, last
year's monumental accom-
plishment.

The first two pages here
picture the Executive Board
—the men who will guide
the Chapter this new year.

JOHN T. MURPHY HENRY D. KRUG, JR. WILLIAM M. CONRAD

President Vice-President Secretary

page seven




CONRAD J. CURTIS

Treasurer

ANGUS McCALLUM
Director 1957 - 1959

JOHN M. HEWITT
1958 - 1960

Director

Bill Simon, whose picture
is missing at the left is
serving his third year as
Director.

President John T. Murphy
has proven his devotion to
Chapter duty many times
in the past, as indeed have
all the 1958 Officers.

The support of all mem-
bers is needed to reinforce
the program for the com-
ing year. Already the new
Committees have been ap-
pointed—in particular the
CI'UC]CII CUIIVE‘I'WTiOI'\ COlTH'niT'
tees—and they will be an-
nounced in the February
SKYLINES.

The swift action of John M.
Hewitt, General Conven-
tion Chairman and newly
elected Director, to get the
Convention organized s
highly encouraging and
its overwhelming success
seems inevitable even at
this uc;r'ly date.

The pages to follow sum-
marize the 1957 Commit-
tee actions and point the
way to 1958 activity.

Let's make this first year
of Century Two cne that
the entire Midwest area
will remember!




CENTENNIAL

S8} CELEBRATION

COMMITTEE REPORTS FOR 1957

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Last year’s Annual Report of this
ended with the

Committee an-
nouncement that the slide show
“Architecture on Parade’” was in

production for presentation to the
Chamber of Commerce meeting on
January 30, 1957. This program
was highly successful, playing to
an overflow crowd, and "Architec-
ture on Parade” has been o very
live vehicle ever since. It has been
enthusiastically received by more
than 25 local civic, social and reli-
gious organizations; was shown at
the National Seminar on Architec-
ture and Education at Aspen, Colo-
rado; at the National AIA Con-
vention; to the Octagon Staff at a
special showing, and was so well
thought of by the PR Staff and
Counsel that a full reproduction
was purchased from the Chapter
for use by national headquarters.

The nature of “Architecture on Pa-
rade” is such that it can be peri-
odically edited and made current.
We strongly recommend that the
1958 Committee do this as we feel

that it has been one of our most

successful PR activities in recent
years.
“Architecture U. S. A.” has con-

tinved its popularity with more
than 25 showings to interested
public groups in Kansas City, Cof-
feyville, Hutchinson, Manhattan,
Moberly and other places. Reports
are that it is always well received
and we suggest that in the future
greater effort should be made in
getting “U. S. A before the
public.

As in years past one of the major
projects of this Committee has been
in cooperation with the Honor
Awards Committee to follow up
the highly successful Awards pro-
gram with public showing of all
the Award submissions. The display
this year was held for a period of
eight weeks in the main lobby of
the Kansas City Public Library and
interest was such that the Library
will welcome the show in succeed-
ing years. The display was also ex-
hibited at the Annual State “Archi-
tects’ Day” at Jefferson City. Plans



for a Fall showing in Kansas City
did not materialize. The Commit-
tee feels that this project should be
continued and expanded as we
are confident that it has not
achieved its full potential in Public
Relations.

This Committee also cooperated
with the Centennial Committee in
bringing the story of one hundred
years of the Institute to the people
of Kansas City and reports are that
the joint effort was well done.

We would like to point out several
occasions during the past year
when actions by the Chapter re-
sulted in very favorable Public Re-
lations acceptance. First was the
excellent job done by the Program
Committee and the Executive Board
in staging the top flight “Installa-
tion Banquet.” Another was the
most forceful statement by Presi-
dent Slezak to the Press regard-
ing the building trades strike.

Perhaps the largest Public Rela-
tions activity ever embarked upon
by this Chapter was spearheaded
this year by the Community De-
velopment Committee with their
KC/BO Project. The PR Committee
is pleased that we were able to
contribute something to this effort,
We would like to recommend that
the 1958 PR Committee stress
KC/80 as one of their most im-
portant activities in a continuing
and expanding program for good
civic Public Relations.

We wish to thank the Executive
Board, the Honor Awards, Program
and Community Development Com-
mittees, and also many individual
members of the Chapter for their
whole-hearted assistance in  our
various activities of the past year.

John T. Murphy, Chairman
William M. Conrad
J. David Miller
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that even greater Chapter partici-
pation in community affairs in the
years ahead will bring forth great-
er results, even to the actual reali-
zation of KC/80! Of Kansas City
it has been said, “There is no
limit.” Let's see the Kansas City
Chapter help prove it!

Dwight Brown, Chairman

HONOR AWARDS, SCHOLAR-
SHIPS AND ALLIED ARTS

Several organizational meetings of
the committee were held in prepa-
ration for the Honor Awards Ban-
quet of 1957, during which valu-
able counsel was received from
Frank Slezak, Bill Simon and John
Murphy.

A jury was selected consisting of
the following Architects: Mr.
Joseph R. Passonneau of St. Louis,
Mr. Gordon G. Wittenberg of
Little Rock, and Mr. Robert Berne
of Denver. These gentlemen met
on March 30 and 31 to judge 28
entries for Honor Awards. The
winning entries were featured in
the April SKYLINES.

For the first time this year, a spe-
cial jury was appointed to select
winners for Craftsmanship Awards.
The jury, consisting of Mark Sharp,
Chairman, Clarence Kivett and
James Marshall, considered 10 en-
tries and granted awards to: Mr.
Winston Apple, Mr. John F. Livers
and Mr. Vincent Alberici. These
Craftsmanship Awards were fea-
tured in the May issue of SKY-
LINES.

The Honor Awards Banquet was
held on Tuesday, April 16th with
John Monroe as master of cere-
monies. Mr. George Fred Keck, na-
tionally known architect of Chi-

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

The
annually to students a
Kansas State.
that the o

!:w(j!l'- o1

Chairman

kR
P on of the

wir necessary
details

The Chairman

maxke announ

awa

partment of Architecture, Kansas
University
This Committee ina

Chapter

activity,
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ern lined up the volunteer instruc-
tors, all of whom had taken the
examination in recent years. Topics
selected for discussion and the in-
structors were as follows:

History and Theory

Kenneth Coombs
Building Equipment

Dwight and Jack Horner
Building Construction

Bill Linscott and Ralph Kiene
Design & Site Planning

Jim Mantel and Don Osborn
Professional Administration

Gene Lefebvre
Structure

Jim Harrison and Don Osborn

An average of about sixteen peo-
ple attended the meetings, includ-
ing one from St. Joseph and one
from Lawrence. Samplings of opin-
ions among these people indicated
that the course was very helpful
and was appreciated. It is the
feeling of the committee that this
refresher course should definitely
be continued, with the idea that
those who feel they benefitted by
our last effort be asked to volun-
teer as instructors. Also, since there
is a great similarity in State Ex-
aminations, those who plan to take
the Kansas Examination should be
invited to attend.

The Committee was asked to study
an invitation to join the Profession-
al Engineers Vocational Guidance
Council in their activity. After care-
ful study, we recommended that
the Chapter carry on our own
guidance work, since it appeared
we would be submerged in the
eighteen participating engineering
groups. Vacational guidance is an
important function, and the maxi-
mum use of the film YOUR CAREER
IN ARCHITECTURE, which is now
available, should be contemplated
in the future.

page twelve
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Dismantled the exhibit the fol-
lowing day and delivered it to
the Public Library where it was
again erected.

The Committee next entertained
with a buffet and dance at the
Silver Spur Country Club. Members
of the Chapter and members of
the Producer’s Council received in-
vitations.

The Committee also furnished en-
tertainment at the Centennial Cele-
bration with the aid of Glen Jones
and Jim Irvin of the Producer’s
Council. John Jameson also aided
us in this event and on many other
occasions,

We would like to make the follow-
ing recommendations for the 1958
Committee.

It was difficult to get assistance
from other associate members,
to perform many tasks. In some
cases, their employers are un-
able to release them for the
time required. It is felt that the
Committee should be increased
by one member and that con-
tact should possibly be made
with their employer prior to se-
lection with regard to the mem-
ber’s availability time-wise.

The Chapter should establish

early in the year whether they

wish to have the Summer Party. enda
This would allow the committee commif
more time for detailed planning. :

Meetings should be held to study
the problems of the membership
on this level. Possibly some way
should be devised to encourage
advancement to corporate mem-

bership.

Robert Cowling, Chairman mel serviee .
Gordon Jarchow i building
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schedule, it is recommended that
the specifications require the
preparation of a Progress Chart,
by the Contractor. It was agreed
that this will materially assist in
the coordination of the work and
completion on scheduled time.

Reducing the number of alter-
nates. A sincere effort should be
made to limit the number of
alternates in the bidding proce-
dure, particularly those calling
for changes in area require-
ments. Alternates requiring
prices on alternate types of ma-
terials are not considered ob-
jectionable provided sufficient
details are given where varia-
tions from the bidding drawings
are necessitated by the use of
the alternate material.

Fire and extended coverage in-
surance. The provisions set forth
in the "“General Conditions of
the Contract” as issued by the
AlA was recommended.

Withheld percentages. With-
holding of percentages of pay-
ments on contracts is used for
the purpose of checking on
workmanship and materials, and
if the Architect feels that it is
justified he may lessen the per-
centage withheld initially or
spell out in the specifications
the conditions under which the
retained percentage could be
reduced after 50% of the work
was completed satisfactorily.

Extras and Work omitted; Over-
head and Profit percentages for
each. This matter was discussed
at the last meeting, and held
over for further consideration,
since no mutually agreeable
conclusion was reached at that
meeting.
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though some are being saved, most
will become as rare as copies of
Spauldings original history of our
city. The one featured in the Kan-
sas City Museum is a worthy pre-
servation item.

The Jackson County Log Court
House was visited this year to re-
new remembrances of it—with its
chain for the slaves—and the very
fact that Independence has taken
good care of it merits a word of
thanks. It was built in 1827 and
was moved sometime after 1916
to its present location.

The Flintlock Baptist (Primitive)
Church seems to have been lost
for | have heard nothing more of
it the latter part of the year. prob-
ably floundering on the item of
maintenance after preservation,

| had a chance to visit the Frank
Lloyd Wright Robey House in Chi-
cago and took time to write in
favor of its preservation. | was de-
lighted to hear the news in Decem-
ber that this house will be saved.
It certainly is one worthy of pre-
servation as an outstanding record
of this period’s Architecture and its
generation.

The Kansas City Star has continued
in its interest in the older structures
of our environment and we thank
them for printing such outstanding
examples as:
Remains of old Distillery, Wes-
ton.
R. B. Jones House, 107 years old.
Remains of the original Maccoc-
haque School, Rosedale.
The Old Tavern in Westport
from the days of the Sante
Fe Trail (this remains to be
fixed up in some measure and
should be on our preservation
list).
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and official action was taken.

Herbert C. Anset, Chairman
Edward W. Lawhan
Earl W. Wilson

HOME BUILDING INDUSTRY

Your Chairman has endeavored to
secure letters from the Federal
Housing Administration and from
the Veterans Administration indi-
cating that architectural exhibits
are recognized by these insuring
offices for their true worth.

As can be determined from the
letter quoted below which was
signed by Mr. Studer, the Director
of the local FHA office, the intent
was not brought out in full, A part
of this letter is quoted as follows:

“As | am sure you are well aware,
the character of our processing re-
flects the quality of exhibits sub-
mitted in connection with an ap-
plication. When our Form 2005,
Description of Materials, is incom-
plete or incorrectly filled out, we,
of course, can only assume that
the minimum will apply. This isalso
true with respect to plans that are
lacking in sufficient details.

“May | assure you that in our pro-
cessing, full credit is given for all
items specified and clearly de-
fined, and o proper allowance is
made for architectural services
where the exhibits reflect care and
accuracy in their preparation.”

Mr. Studer has verbally quoted to
your Chairman that if a builder
would submit a statement from his
Architect as to his charges for

services, the amount would be rec-
ognized in the replacement cost of
the project should the amount be
cmywhere within reason, or normal.

A similar letter has been promised
from the Veterans Administration.
It is the intent of this Committee
to present these letters to the local
representative for the National As-
sociation of Home Builders for cir-
culation as they see fit. Mr. Mullin,
representative of National Associa-
tion of Home Builders has been
wanting to set up a meeting with
your Chairman to talk over some
of the differences of viewpoint be-
tween Builders and Architects, but
has postponed this meeting await-
ing the letter mentioned above.

Concerning recommendations for
the 1958 Committee, if the tempo
of the Home Building program is
not increased, your Chairman is
at a loss as to what can be done
to promote the intent of this Com-
mittee. |t seems to the Committee
that the more difficult the sales
become, the more reliance Builders
should have upon the Architect.
But the reverse at times seems to
be true as the Builder normally
wants to build the same house
which a few years ago had a good
sales record and he wishes to cut
the cost of all material, labor and
service going into these houses as
low as possible.

It appears to this Committee that
any accomplishment which might
be gained for the Architect will not
be evident in the very near future,

Louis H. Geis, Chairman
Edwin Kratz

Evans Folger

Bill Cory




"Music was always his first love”

Far vour enjoyment—courtesy Pomana Tile Manulacturing Co

ERRATUM

The very interesting Springfield, Missouri high school featured in the November
issue of SKYLINES was titled “Hillcrest High School” by error. It is actually
the “Parkview High School.”

The Editor of SKYLINES wishes to express sincere apologies for any embarras-
sement which may have been caused to Architect, Richard P. Stahl and the
School Board.
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AUTOMATION ARCHITECTURE

GEORGE PETER KELETI

Gearge Peter Keleti received o B.S. in Architecture at the Royal Tech-
nological Institute of Budaopest, Hungary. After coming ta the United States
he received his Master’s Degree at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
in 1948. He tought at Konsas University from 1949 to 1951. During 1954,
he was an Associate Professor at Washington University and worked in the
office of Harris Armstrong. In 1955, he came to Kansas Cily and entered
info a partnership with Robert S. Everitt in the firm of Everitt and Keleti,

Ten years after we were first told that a mechanism can be
canstructed to “think,” we know that autematian is here to
stay. Day by day new phases of human productivity are taken
over by automatical equipment. The new "“Y-block” Ford
engine is not only machined but also is checked automatically;
in England they make radio sets without a man ever touching
the product until delivery. In this country mast scientific
research projects use the electronic brain—if necessary, rented
by the hour—to complete work too difficult for the human
brain to compute by the time it would be needed. How long
will it be before blue prints and designs themselves are
producted by electronic brains?

Quality in Architecture depends on how many good ideas we
are willing to give up to look for better ones. Whether we
will find these better ideas will depend on the time we have
for doing so, and our speed and efficiency in scanning the
possibilities for better solutions. If the ability to judge quality

| is taken as a given thing for an individual at any one given
time, the only way to improve the quality of our work as
Architects is to speed up our thinking—using electronic brains
if that will help. Obviously, the available electronic computers
are not designed to produce blue prints or architectural
designs. But, did we ever think seriously of adapting them
to our needs?
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It is conceivable that with an electronic-scanning method
similar to the one used in producing the image on a television
screen, an electronic brain could directly produce a photo-
plate from which we could pull the blue print duplicate copies
necessary to construct a building. As we have such an obvious
solution to the final step of our electronic production line, let
us check on the procedure from the very beginning and see
whether we will run into any serious snag which cannot be
ironed out. To set up a procedure for an electronic brain to
produce a design, we have to consider every step toward a
solution as a fully conscious operation. An electronic com-
puter does not have a subconscious self which can make or
even influence decisions. An electronic brain does not act
unconsciously, for it acts strictly according to the plan we
command it to act upon—the plan we tape into it,

If we are to develop a design that will approximate the
generalized idea of a building, like a department store in
the shape of a Georgian mansion or a skyscraper in the form
of a Cathedral, the electronic computer will be a ready
servant as long as every decision which has to be made is
clearly stated. It has to be a “yes” or “no” or qualitative
answer. The electronic computer is only capable of solving
problems and is not able to compromise. If the generalized
idea of the building is not feasible structurally and the details
are too heavy for the preconceived artistic concept, the com-
puter will stop still and give the flat answer of “impossible.” If
we were fo press the computer like we would a detailing
draftsman to make the impossible work, we would most likely
produce an instant breakdown of the equipment. Unfortunate-
ly. equipment is harder and more expensive to replace than
draftsmen—so, if we are to switch to electronic equipment in
our production we will have to cease to compromise, and
resign ourselves to the fact that we will have to solve every
problem without compromise of principle.

To economize on electronic computer time (which might easily
run over $300.00 an hour), we will have to set up our prob-
lems in a way that will give the absolute minimum of equip-
ment-time waste. We will have to give up our amateurish
binges of subconscious splurges to find great ideas. It might
take five hours at $300.00 an hour to find out that Frank
Lloyd Wright's latest skyscraper is sheer nonsense (except for
its publicity value). We will have to set up the problem with-
out any preconception of esthetics (eclecticism, old or mod-
ern . . . ). Space requirements will have to be determined as
minimum, optimum or justifible maximum. The relationship of
spaces will have to be determined as necessary, advisable,
desirable, and also straight through to objectionable, We
will have to prepare this information systematically as any
omission might get the equipment sidetracked in its “thinking,”
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producing designs most admirable, but unacceptable due to
some ridiculous shortcoming.

While we are doomed to feed “complete” information into the
equipment, we have the advantage that the equipment will
have practically an unlimited memory which would not forget
anything. Data on structural systems will be stored in the
computer enabling it not only to solve the framing of build-
ings, but also to do so in several ways simultaneously in an
unbelievably short time. Prints of the most economical type of
construction could be pulled immediately, erasing the less
favorable solutions from its memory stacks. The comparative
study of construction types could be set up to introduce more
complications in the selection of a solution such as allowing
extra costs for improved fire ratings and even for esthetics.
Unfortunately, the esthetical selective process would be the
most expensive as the machine would have to develop several
complete plans for comparison. The detail work which could
be omitted from these plans in the actual printing process
would still have to be solved and would therefore take time.

It was stated years ago that one could design computers
capable of learning. It is possible that we can even design a
computer which has imagination. It seems, though, that the
time when we will be able to tape the requirements given by
the client into @ machine from a key-board console, and pull
the finished blue prints for the contractors within twenty-four
hours, is far away indeed! In the meantime, we can think
about about how we would feed the problems we have into
machines we do not yet have. Perhaps if we worded our
problems as clearly to ourselves as we would word them to
our machine, we could ourselves become more efficient, more
capable of finding new answers, better answers and produce
o more economical and more inspiring Architecture!

CALENDAR

Installation Banquet January 21
with Joseph Watterson, Editor of the
AlA JOURNAL as principal speaker

Modern Masonry Seminar January 29

(Five evening weekly meetings)  February 5, 12, 19, 26
February Producers’ Council Luncheon February 4
February Chapter Meeting February 18
Curtain Wall Institute April 23

(sponsored by Producers’ Council)

Central States Regional Convention Oct. 30-Nov. 1
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"o ‘BEITY BROOKER
TOP BANANA
AWAGD 1957

“TOP

BETTY BROOKER

BANANA” OF

1957

This year’s Producers’ Council “Top
Banana” Award was presented to
Miss Betty Brooker at the PC Christ-
mas Party, December 18th. The
award is presented to the “Archi-
tect contributing most to better re-
lations between Architects and the
Producers’ Council.”

Betty was born in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, attended Wyandotte High
School, and secured her B.S. De-
gree in Architecture at the Univer-
sity of Kansas in 1949. Since that
time she has been working in the
office of Voskamp and Slezak.

In addition to being Editor of SKY-
LINES from October, 1955 to Febru-
ary, 1957 she has been active in
theater work with the University of
Kansas City Community Theater
and the Accent Theater Group.

An Architect in every sense, de-
voted to the tasks of the Profession,
she has our heartiest congratula-
tions for this richly deserved honor.
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A KANSAS FARM HOUSE

for Mr. and Mrs. John T. Rohde

1313 Edwardsville Drive

Edwardsville, Kansas

KEENE & SIMPSON & MURPHY

A RCHITETGCTSS




This is @ Kansas farm house for a couple of young grandparents. Theirs is an
active, outdoor life; but the demands of a Kansas summer require an casis from
the searing heat, while the northwest winter winds have also to be reckoned
with.

Located on a high, rolling site; overlooking the Kaw River valley to the south
and the skyline of Kansas City 15 miles to the east; it is planned and oriented
to take advantage of fine panoramic views and the prevailing south-southwest
summer breezes. Deep overhangs give protection from the burning Kansas
sun, and open porches are located on the west for morning activities, and on
the southeast for afternoon and evening use.

The open arrangement of living, dining, food preparation and porch areas
ideally suits the living habits of the clients, while the comparative isolation of
sleeping quarters, master bedroom, guest room and teen-age boys dormitory
satisfies the requirements for occasional quiet and privacy.

Simple in its construction and the use of materials, this house is a clear and hon-
est expression of the desires of the Owners and the physical demands of
the region.
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CHAPTER NEWS

® We're all creatures of habit—but
some habits are most pleasant—
like the Annual Producers’
Council Christmas Party. It nev-
er fails to be the real highlight of
the year—one time when you can
see just about everyone you know
in one place. Held in the Town
House Grand and Junior Ballroom
nightclub style, around an active
dance floor,—the celebration start-
ed and ended strong with plenty
of holiday spirit. Thank you, Pro-
ducers’ Council, for hosting such a
festive evening.

Another Producers’ Council out-
standing event which started off
this new year was the Luncheon
Meeting, January 7th, at which
Dave Runnells presented the
KC./80 Plan to the largest crowd
of the season. The Luncheon Meet-
ings will continue this year on the
first Tuesday of each month. And
plans are now being laid for an
all-day Curtain Wall Institute to be
presented by the P.C. on April
23rd. Reports from other cities who
have seen this, indicate that we are
fortunate that the Kansas City P.C.
Chapter could arrange to have it
presented here.

® The Chapter was very pleased
to have one of our Springfield
members, Ernest P, Ward at the
December meeting. We wish more
of our out-of-town members could
arrange their business trips to co-
incide with meeting nights so that
we might have an opportunity to
visit with them.

@ Several weeks ago all members
received a notice through the mail
of the new “Catastrophe” type

group insurance being offered to
the Chapter by Altman-Singleton &
Company through the American
Casuvalty Insurance Company. The
plan has the approval of the Exe-
cutive Committee and can serve as
“excess’” coverage over present
hospitalization insurance or as «a
“stop loss” policy by itself, all at
very nominal cost. Examine the de-
scriptive literature you have re-
ceived carefully. Coverage to all
ages, regardless of past medical
history, is assured provided 50%
of our entire membership make ap-
plication during the Enrollment
period.

® At the December Annual Chap-
ter Meeting when a count was be-
ing made of the Corporate mem-
bers present to assure the legality
of the election voting, those sitting
near the head table heard Frank
Grimaldi’s classic remark, “Oh,
we have plenty of quorum.”

® Thanks to Kansas Chapter's
Charles L. Marshall for his kind
remarks about SKYLINES in the
January issue of the KANSAS
CONSTRUCTION MAGAZINE, For
the benefit of those who have not
heard, the Kansas Chapter plans
to publish its KANSAS ARCHITECT
in new form starting this month and
appearing bi-monthly during 1958.
The cover design was selected from
a student competition held at K. U.
and K-State. Always one of the
most  locked-forward-to  Chapter
publications, we wish them contin-
ved success with their new format,

® The annual tour of Kansas City
Architects’ offices by students of
Kansas University took place Janu-
ary 10th. Sponscred by the Chap-
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ter Education Committee, at least
10 students took part in the tour
this year. It is always a pleasure to
have them as our guests and we
hope that they returned to K. U.
with at least a few new insights
into the workings of an architec-
tural office.

® Footnoting Frank Slezak’s An-
nual Report on the 1957 Presidency
at the December Chapter Meeting
were three pertinent suggestions
for future Chapter action:

1. The Honor Awards Committee
should be appointed to run
from June to June in order to
give them more time to pre-
pare for the Banquet in April.

M ODERN

M ASONRY

2. The office of Second Vice-Presi-
dent should be added to the
Executive Committee to allow
more participation in this Com-
mittee’s activities.

3. Definite action should be taken
to encourage not only a growth
in Chapter membership, but
also an up-grading of member-
ship classification.

® We regret to see notice of the
death of Mrs. Helen Siemens,
wife of the late Kansas City Archi-
tect, George M. Siemens. He had
been a staunch AIA members dur-
ing his 40 year practice here. Since
his death in 1951, Mrs. Siemens had
been living in Los Angeles.

SEMINAR

Beginning Wednesday, January 29th, a five-week evening Seminar will be
presented at the Union Hall, 746 Osage, Kansas City, Kansas. Simultaneously,
Seminars will be conducted in Wichita (beginning January 28th) and Topeka
(beginning January 30th),

The program, presented by the STRUCTURAL CLAY PRODUCTS INSTITUTE, is
being co-sponsored by Kansas and Kansas City AIA Chapters, Kansas Chapter
AGC, Kansas Engineering Society, University of Wichita, University of Kansas,
and Kansas State College.

The purpose of the Seminar is to emphasize that watertight clay masonry walls
can be attained through the application of proper design, specifications and
workmanship. The importance of these applications, a review of pertinent
construction aspects and new building concepts of the industry form the basis
of a complete and worthwhile program appealing to Architects, Draftsmen,
Engineers, Contractors and the Bricklayers. The first twe such Seminars held
at the University of Minnesota and the University of Houston were enthusiasti-
cally received.

The Seminars are being organized by Donald Ness, Regional Director of the
Structural Clay Products Institute with the cooperation of the University of
Wichita, Kansas State College, and the University of Kansas. Jack Morley is the
Moderator and the Coordinator of the Kansas City Seminar.

The registration fee of $5.00 per name is nominal, expected and certainly
permits an opportunity to send entire drafting rooms.
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Available in Beautifully Textured HAYDITE

siadonal BLock

. the block with“;500 faces

A revolutionary new building material called
Shadowal block now makes possible over one
thousand beautifully sculptured concrete masonry
patterns. Wherever used, each Shadowal block
pattern offers the distinction and high fashion
desired by modern builders plus low cost.

You are invited to see the amazing features of
Shadowal block now,

Ask us for your complete
Shadowal masonry portfolio

CARTER WAT ERS

2440 Pennway PhcneG!undl 2570
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BROWNE
CURTAIN WALL

A COMPLETE SERVICE

¢ DESIGN

* CUSTOM FABRICATION
* ERECTION

« COMPLETE WARRANTY
o CUSTOM WINDOWS

* PANELS

* FINS

= LOUVERS

o SOLAR SHADES

e CANOPIES

and Related Architectural
Accessories
of

ALUMINUM

BRONZE

AURCHISON TOWER BUILDING
DENVER, COLORADO
Architect: Raymend Harry Ervin
Gan. Contractar: Mead & Mount

onstruction Ce

STAINLESS STEEL

R 5, WS ARCFACTRIG
o o ot e “FINESSE IN FENESTRATION”

CLAUDE COOKE COMPANY, INC.

5920 Nall Avenue (P. O. Box No. 2)
MISSION, KANSAS
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KANSAS CITY NATURAL SLATE CO.

3109 SOUTHWEST BLVD. PHONE WE 1-6984
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

FLOOR COVERINGS

Asphalt Tile

Rubber Tile

Vinyl Tile

Cork Tile

Linoleum

Wood Block Flooring
Hubbellite
Dex-0-Tex

WALL COVERINGS

Kalistron
Flexwood
Metal Wall Tile
Plastic Wall Tile

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS
Owens-Corning-Fiberglas
Armstrong Cork Co.

Keasbey & Mattison

CHALKBOARDS
U. S. Plywood’s “ARMORPLY"
Weber Costello

TACKBOARDS

Armstrong

Nairn
U. S. Plywood
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Z- GREATER
S$-P-R-E-A-D-I-N-G rate
per gallon means
- rcu:»pliec:l cost

Only ZOLATONE has the
“guts” to withstand the

“high pressure” system

needed to achieve these results

FULL SURFACE COVERAGE

NO SPATTER EFFECT

TRUE COLOR PATTERNS

UP TO 175 orR 200 $Q. FT. PER GALLON

L 3
I avoid the unknown-use ZOLATONE

ZOLATONE is manufactured only by

* o % *

PARAMOUNT PAINT & LACQUER CO.
|
me DEVOE OF KANSAS CITY, Inc. l
.« | STERLING RONAI 200 S. W. Blvd.

-—

General Manager Phone VI 2-5672







