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Read care fu l l y the i n fo rma t ion you 
have received concern ing the C o m 
prehensive M a j o r Hospi ta l Plan 
be ing o f f e r e d members a n d the i r 
fami l ies of the Kansas Ci ty Chap te r 
of the Amer i can Institute of A rch i 
tects. This p l an has been a p p r o v e d 
by the Chap te rExecu t i veCommi t t ee . 

Send your enro l lmen t d i rec t to: 

Altman * Singleton Co. 
A L L F O R M S O F I N S U R A N C E A N D S U R E T Y 

15 Wes t Tenth Street 
Kansas Ci ty 5, Missouri 

Te lephone Vic tor 2 -6292 
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H o w ! ALL HEW ZURH EHGIHEERED PRODUCTS 
HELP IMPROVE YOUR BUILDIHG SPECIFICATIOHS! 

NEWEST DEVELOPMENT IN 
WATER HAMMER ARRESTMENT 

THE ZURN 

SHOKTROL 

ULTRA-MODERN APPROACH TO 
CONTROL CONCEALMENT 

THE ZURN 

ACCESS DOOR 

For elimlnafion of destructive shock pressure 
arid disturbing noises in plumbing systems 
with quick-closing volves— 
. . . All stainless steel construction. 
. . . Small, compact and lightweight. 
. . . Pre-charged with oir pressure. 

For full, unhindered e n t r a n c e to control 
equipment concealed in walls and ceilings— 
. . . Fits any type of wall. 
. . . High-quality lustrous finish. 
. . . Protective cylinder lock. 
. . . Snug door on conceoled hinges. 

U.S. PATENTS AND PATENTS PENDING 

Z U R N M I D W E S T S E R V I C E S , I N C . 

Represented by 

J A M E S V . I R V I N C O . 

557 Westport Road Kansas City 11, Missouri 

Phone: JEfferson 1-5452 

A COMPLETE LINE OF PLUMBING DRAINAGE PRODUCTS 

ZURN SYSTEMS for supporting wall type plumbing fixtures 

NON-FREEZING HYDRANTS 
SUPREMO CLEANOUTS 
SWIMMING POOL FIHINGS 

• ROOF DRAINS 
• FLOOR DRAINS 
• INTERCEPTORS 
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E X P A N D E D SHALE 

c o n c r e t e 
- No. 32 -

CHARTER 

1. LIGHTWEIGHT 
2. Strength 
3. Insulation 
4. Fire Insurance 
5. Sound Reduction 
6. Durable 
7. Versatile 
8. Economical 
9. Shock Resistant 

10. Minimum Shrinkage 
11. Noilable 
12. Textured 

^ Uttlef 

B U I L D E X , I N C . 
P h o n e 2 4 0 

O T T A W A , K A N S A S 

'K T A uses lightweight blocks 
and structural concrete of 

Buildex aggregate" 

Access bridge ( X 290) at Victory 
Junction was redesigned for wider 
traff ic lanes after construction was 
commenced. Although subconstruc-
tional steel had been ordered, the re
quirements were not changed because 
of the dead load savings by using 
Buildex structural concrete instead of 
regular concrete. Buildex masonry 
units were also used in many of the 
accommodation structures along the 
route. 

Buildex expanded shale aggregate 
used in concrete and concrete pro
ducts reduces the weight of the con
crete thirty to forty percent wi th lit
tle sacrifice in s t r e n g t h . The 
L I G H T W E I G H T advantage of 
Buildex products is a money saver. 
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AETNA 
ART METAL 
BILCO 
BYRNE 
KINNEAR 
MILLS 
ST. LOUIS 
SYRACUSE 
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Y E A R O N E H U N D R E D A N D O N E 

This is year one h u n d r e d 
a n d one — the f irst new 
year in the second cen
tu ry of the Insti tute. 

In Kansas Ci ty, it w i l l be 
an impor tan t year because 
of the Regional Conven
t ion in Oc tobe r a n d be
cause of the cha l l enge 
posed in keep ing o l ive the 
t remendous impor tance of 
the KC 80 Project, lost 
year 's monumenta l accom
pl ishment. 

The first two pages here 
p ic ture the Executive Board 
—the men w h o w i l l gu ide 
the Chap te r this new year . 

J O H N T. MURPHY 
Presidenf 

HENRY D. KRUG, JR. 
Vice-Presi'c/en/ 

W I L L I A M M. C O N R A D 
Secretory 

i 
I I 
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C O N R A D J. CURTIS 
Treasurer 

Bill S imon, whose p ic ture 
is missing at the lef t is 
serv ing his th i rd year as 
Director . 

A N G U S McCALLUM 
Director 1957 - (959 

J O H N M. HEWITT 
Direcfor ?958 - 1960 

President John T. M u r p h y 
has p roven his devo t ion to 
Chap te r du ty many t imes 
in the post , as indeed have 
al l the 1958 Of f i ce rs . 

The suppor t of a l l mem
bers is needed to re in fo rce 
the p r o g r a m for the com
ing year . A l r e a d y the new 
Commit tees have been a p 
po in ted in pa r t i cu la r the 
cruc ia l convent ion commit 
tees—and they w i l l be a n 
nounced in the February 
SKYLINES. 

The swi f t ac t ion of John M. 
Hewi t t , G e n e r a l Conven
t ion C h a i r m a n a n d new ly 
e lec ted Director , to get the 
Convent ion o r g a n i z e d is 
h igh ly encou rag ing a n d 
its ove rwhe lm ing success 
seems inev i tab le even a t 
this ea r l y do te . 

The pages to f o l l o w sum
mar ize the 1957 Commi t 
tee act ions a n d po in t the 
w a y to 1958 act iv i ty . 

Let's moke this f i rst y e a r 
of Century Two one tha t 
the ent i re M idwes t a r e a 
wi l l remember ! 

cighl 



INSTITUTE 

F1857-1957C/5 

C O M M I T T E E R E P O R T S F O R 1 9 5 7 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Last year 's A n n u a l Report of this 
Commit tee e n d e d w i th the a n 
nouncement tha t the sl ide show 
"Arch i tec tu re on P a r a d e " was in 
p roduc t ion for presenta t ion to the 
Chamber of Commerce meet ing on 
January 30 , 1957. This p r o g r a m 
was h igh ly successful, p l a y i n g t o 
a n over f l ow c r o w d , a n d "A rch i tec 
ture on P a r a d e " has been a very 
l ive vehicle ever since. It has been 
enthusiast ical ly rece ived by more 
than 25 local civic, social a n d re l i 
gious o rgan iza t ions ; was shown a t 
the N a t i o n a l Seminar on Arch i tec
ture and Educat ion at Aspen , Co lo 
r a d o ; a t the N a t i o n a l A I A Con
ven t ion ; to the O c t a g o n Sta f f a t a 
special show ing , a n d was so wel l 
thought of by the PR Staf f a n d 
Counsel tha t a fu l l r ep roduc t i on 
was purchased f rom the Chap te r 
f o r use by na t i ona l headquar te rs . 

The nature of "A rch i t ec tu re on Pa
r a d e " is such tha t it can be pe r i 
od ica l l y ed i t ed a n d m a d e current . 
W e st rongly r ecommend t h a t the 
1958 Commit tee d o this as we fee l 

that it has been one of our most 
successful PR act iv i t ies in recent 
years. 

"A rch i tec tu re U. S. A . " has con
t inued its p o p u l a r i t y w i th more 
t h a n 25 showings to interested 
pub l i c g roups in Kansas Ci ty , Cof-
feyv i l l e , Hutch inson, M a n h a t t a n , 
M o b e r l y a n d other p laces. Reports 
a re tha t it is a l w a y s we l l rece ived 
a n d we suggest that in the fu tu re 
g rea te r e f f o r t should be m a d e in 
ge t t i ng " U . S. A . " be fo re the 
pub l i c . 

As in years post one of the ma jo r 
projects of this Commi t tee has been 
in coope ra t i on wi th the Honor 
A w a r d s Commi t tee to f o l l o w up 
the h igh ly successful A w a r d s p ro 
g r a m w i th pub l ic showing of a l l 
the A w a r d submissions. The d isp lay 
this year was held fo r a p e r i o d of 
e ight weeks in the main l o b b y of 
the Kansas City Public L ib ra ry a n d 
interest was such tha t the L ibrary 
wi l l we lcome the show in succeed
ing years. The d isp lay was also ex
h ib i ted a t the A n n u a l State " A r c h i 
tects' D a y " at Jef ferson Ci ty. Plans 



for a Fal l showing in Kansas Ci ty 
d i d not ma te r ia l i ze . The Commit 
tee feels that this pro ject shou ld be 
con t inued a n d e x p a n d e d as we 
are con f iden t tha t it has not 
ach ieved its fu l l po ten t ia l in Public 
Relat ions. 

This Commi t tee also coope ra ted 
w i th the Cen tenn ia l Commi t tee in 
b r i n g i n g the story of one h u n d r e d 
years of the Insti tute to the peop le 
of Kansas Ci ty a n d reports ore tha t 
the jo int e f f o r t was wel l done . 

W e w o u l d like to po in t out several 
occasions d u r i n g the post year 
when act ions by the Chap te r re
sul ted in very f a v o r a b l e Public Re
lat ions accep tance . First was the 
exce l len t job done by the Program 
Commi t tee a n d the Executive Board 
in s tag ing the top f l i gh t " Ins ta l l a 
t ion Banque t . " Ano the r was the 
most f o rce fu l s tatement by Presi
den t S lezok to the Press r e g a r d 
ing the bu i l d i ng t rades str ike. 

Perhaps the largest Public Rela
t ions act iv i ty ever e m b a r k e d upon 
b y this Chap te r was s p e a r h e a d e d 
this year by the Commun i t y De
ve lopment Commi t tee w i th their 
KC 80 Project. The PR Commi t tee 
is p leased tha t we were ab le to 
cont r ibu te someth ing to this e f fo r t . 
W e w o u l d l ike to recommend tha t 
the 1958 PR Commi t tee stress 
KC 80 as one of the i r most im
po r t an t act iv i t ies in a con t inu ing 
a n d e x p a n d i n g p r o g r a m for g o o d 
civic Public Relat ions. 

W e wish t o thank the Executive 
Board , the Honor A w a r d s , Program 
a n d Commun i t y Deve lopment Com
mittees, a n d also many ind i v idua l 
members of the Chap te r for their 
w h o l e - h e a r t e d assistance in our 
var ious act iv i t ies of the post year . 

John T. M u r p h y , C h a i r m a n 
W i l l i a m M. C o n r a d 
J. D a v i d Mi l le r 

I N I T Y D E V E L O 

• 
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that even g rea te r Chap te r par t i c i 
pa t ion in communi ty a f fa i r s in the 
years a h e a d w i l l b r ing fo r th g rea t 
er results, even to the ac tua l rea l i 
za t ion of KC 801 O f Kansas Ci ty 
it has been sa id , "There is no 
l im i t . " Let's see the Kansas Ci ty 
Chapter help p rove it! 

Dwigh t Brown, C h a i r m a n 

HONOR A W A R D S , SCHOLAR
SHIPS AND ALLIED ARTS 

Several o r g a n i z a t i o n a l meet ings of 
the commit tee were he ld in p r e p a 
ra t ion for the Honor A w a r d s Ban
quet of 1957, du r i ng wh ich va l u 
a b l e counsel was received f rom 
Frank Slezak, Bill Simon a n d John 
M u r p h y . 

A jury was selected consist ing of 
the f o l l o w i n g Archi tects : M r . 
Joseph R. Passonneau of St. Louis, 
M r . G o r d o n G . W i t t e n b e r g o f 
Little Rock, a n d M r . Robert Berne 
of Denver. These gen t lemen met 
on March 30 and 31 to judge 28 
entries fo r Honor A w a r d s . The 
w inn ing entr ies were f e a t u r e d in 
the Ap r i l SKYLINES. 

For the first t ime this year , a spe
c ia l jury was a p p o i n t e d to select 
winners fo r Cra f t smansh ip A w a r d s . 
The jury, consist ing of M a r k Sharp , 
C h a i r m a n , C la rence Kivett a n d 
James M a r s h a l l , cons idered 10 en 
tries and g r a n t e d awa rds to: M r . 
Wins ton A p p l e , Mr . John F. Livers 
a n d Mr. V incent A ibe r i c i . These 
Cra f tsmansh ip A w a r d s were f e a 
tu red in the M a y issue of SKY
LINES. 

The Honor A w a r d s Banquet was 
held on Tuesday, A p r i l 16th w i th 
John M o n r o e as master of cere
monies. Mr . G e o r g e Fred Keck, na
t iona l l y known arch i tec t of Ch i -

a w a r d i A'.jri.' r:,; 
Banquet . 

It is be l i eved by the commit tee that 
this is a very mer i ted p r o g r a m a n d 

a n ex t rem 
to the A w i 

thwh i le a d d i t i o n 
)q ram. 

John M Hewi t t , C h o i r m a n 
Herb Pennington 
Evans Folger 
Peter Kelet l 

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 

The Commi t tee studied the best 
manner of m a k i n g d isposi t ion of 
the a w a r d s set up by the Chap te r 
a n n u a l l y to students a t Kansas a n d 
Kansas State. It v.'os recommended 
that the a w a r d s be mode on the 
basis of scholarship a n d need 
rather than on a compet i t i ve p rob 
lem, a n d the recommended p ro 
g r a m was a d o p t e d . The C h a i r m a n 
p a r t i c i p a t e d in the select ion of the 
v/inners, a n d a r r a n g e d necessary 
deta i ls . 

The C h a i r m a n was p r i v i l eged to 
make announcements on severa l 
awa rds of scholarships a n d prizes 
a t the a n n u a l banque t of the De
par tmen t of Arch i tec tu re , Kansas 
Universi ty. 

This Commi t tee i n a u g u r a t e d , as a 
Chop te r ac t iv i ty , a course of in
struct ion for persons p ropos ing to 
take the Missouri Regist rat ion Ex
am ina t i on for Archi tects. Six eve
n ing meet ings were he ld in August 
a n d September . Commi t tee mem
ber M a x Sand fo rd p r o v i d e d space 
a n d equ ipment in his o f f i ce a n d 
he, or someone f rom his o r g a n i z a 
t ion , was on h a n d for each meet
ing . Commi t tee member Jim N o r t h -
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ern l ined up the vo lunteer instruc
tors, a l l of whom had taken the 
e x a m i n a t i o n in recent years. Topics 
selected fo r discussion a n d the in
structors were as fo l lows: 

History a n d Theory 
Kenneth Coombs 

Bu i ld ing Equ ipment 
D w i g h t a n d Jack Horner 

Bu i ld ing Construct ion 
Bill Linscott and Ralph Kiene 

Design & Site P lann ing 
J im M a n t e l a n d Don Osborn 

Professional Admin is t ra t i on 
G e n e Lefebvre 

Structure 
Jim Harr ison and Don Osborn 

A n a v e r a g e of a b o u t sixteen peo
p le a t t e n d e d the meet ings, inc lud
ing one f r o m St. Joseph a n d one 
f r o m Lawrence. Sampl ings of op in 
ions a m o n g these peop le ind ica ted 
tha t the course was very he lp fu l 
a n d was a p p r e c i a t e d . It is the 
fee l i ng of the commi t tee that this 
refresher course should de f in i te l y 
be con t i nued , wi th the idea that 
those w h o fee l they bene f i t t ed by 
our last e f f o r t be asked to vo lun
teer as instructors. A lso , since there 
is a g r e a t s imi lar i ty in State Ex
amina t ions , those who p lan to take 
the Kansas Examina t ion should be 
inv i ted to a t t e n d . 

The Commi t tee was asked to study 
a n inv i ta t ion to join the Profession
a l Engineers Voca t i ona l Gu idance 
Counc i l in their act iv i ty . A f t e r care
fu l s tudy, we recommended t ha t 
the C h a p t e r car ry on our own 
g u i d a n c e work , since it a p p e a r e d 
we w o u l d be submerged in the 
e igh teen pa r t i c i pa t i ng eng ineer ing 
g roups . Voca t i ona l gu idance is o n 
impo r t an t func t ion , a n d the max i 
mum use of the f i lm YOUR CAREER 
I N ARCHITECTURE, wh ich is now 
a v a i l a b l e , should be con temp la ted 
in the fu tu re . 

p d g e I w e l v e 



Dismant led the exh ib i t the fo l 
low ing d a y a n d de l i ve red it to 
the Public L ibrary where it was 
a g a i n e rec ted . 

The Commit tee next en te r ta ined 
wi th a bu f fe t a n d dance at the 
Silver Spur Coun t ry C lub . Members 
of the Chap te r a n d members of 
the Producer's Counci l rece ived in
v i tat ions. 

The Commi t tee also furn ished en
te r ta inment a t the Cen tenn ia l Ce le
b ra t i on wi th the a i d of G l e n Jones 
a n d Jim Irvin of the Producer 's 
Counc i l . John Jameson also a i d e d 
us in this event a n d on many other 
occasions. 

W e wou ld l ike to make the f o l l ow 
ing recommendat ions fo r the 1958 
Commi t tee . 

It was d i f f i cu l t to g e t assistance 
f rom other associate members , 
to pe r fo rm many tasks. In some 
cases, their employers are un
ab le to release them fo r the 
t ime requ i red . It is fe l t tha t the 
Commit tee should be increased 
by one member a n d tha t con
tact should possibly be mode 
wi th their e m p l o y e r p r io r to se
lect ion wi th r e g a r d to the mem
ber's ava i l ab i l i t y t ime-wise. 

The Chap te r should establ ish 
ear ly in the year whether they 
wish to hove the Summer Party. 
This w o u l d a l l o w the commi t tee 
more t ime for de ta i l ed p l a n n i n g . 

Meet ings should be held to study 
the prob lems of the membersh ip 
on this level . Possibly some w a y 
should be dev ised to encou rage 
advancemen t to co rpo ra te mem
bership. 

Robert C o w l i n g , C h a i r m a n 
G o r d o n Ja rchow 

• 

to ih':' f a d that a l l par t ies con 
ce rned Archi tects , Cont rac to rs , 
a n d O w n e r s — a r e constant ly 
ca l l ed upon to exped i te mo te r i -

t r f " , .n ';rd-^r to 
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schedule, it is recommended that 
the speci f icat ions requ i re the 
p r e p a r a t i o n of a Progress Char t , 
by the Con t rac to r . It was a g r e e d 
t ha t this w i l l ma te r ia l l y assist in 
the coo rd ina t i on of the work a n d 
comp le t i on on scheduled t ime. 

Reducing fhe number of alter
nates. A sincere e f fo r t should be 
m o d e t o l imi t the number of 
a l te rna tes in the b i d d i n g proce
dure , pa r t i cu la r l y those ca l l i ng 
fo r changes in a rea requ i re
ments. A l te rna tes r e q u i r i n g 
prices on a l t e rna te types of ma
ter ia ls ore not cons idered ob 
jec t ionab le p r o v i d e d suf f ic ient 
deta i ls are g i ven where va r ia 
t ions f r o m the b i d d i n g d raw ings 
o re necessi tated by the use of 
the a l t e rna te m a t e r i a l . 

Fire a n d extended coverage in
surance. The provisions set fo r th 
in the " G e n e r a l Condi t ions of 
the C o n t r a c t " as issued by the 
A I A was recommended . 

Withheld percentages. W i t h-
h o l d i n g of percentages of pay 
ments on contracts is used for 
the pu rpose of check ing o n 
wo rkmansh ip a n d mater ia ls , a n d 
if the Arch i tec t feels that it is 
jus t i f ied he may lessen the per
cen tage w i thhe ld in i t ia l ly or 
spell out in fhe speci f icat ions 
the condi t ions under wh ich the 
re ta i ned pe rcen tage cou ld be 
reduced a f te r 5 0 % of the work 
was comp le ted sat is factor i ly . 

Extras a n d Work omitted; Over
head and Profit percentages for 
each. This mat ter was discussed 
at the last mee t ing , a n d held 
over for fur ther cons idera t ion , 
since no mutua l l y a g r e e a b l e 
conclusion was reached at that 
mee t ing . 

• 
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though some are being saved, most 
will become as rare as copies of 
Spauldings original history of our 
city. The one featured in the Kan
sas City Museum is a worthy pre
servation item. 

The Jackson County Log Court 
House was visited this year to re
new remembrances of it—with its 
chain for the slaves—and the very 
fact that Independence has taken 
good care of it merits o word of 
thanks. It was built in 1827 and 
was moved sometime after 1916 
to its present location. 

The Flintlock Baptist (Primitive) 
Church seems to have been lost 
for I have heard nothing more of 
it the latter part of the year, prob
ably floundering on the item of 
maintenance after preservation. 

I hod a chance to visit the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Robey House in Chi
cago and took time to write in 
favor of its preservation. I was de
lighted to hear the news in Decem
ber that this house will be saved. 
It certainly is one worthy of pre
servation as an outstanding record 
of this period's Architecture and its 
generation. 

The Kansas City Star has continued 
in its interest in the older structures 
of our environment and we thank 
them for printing such outstanding 
examples as: 

Remains of old Distillery, Wes
ton. 

R. B. Jones House, 107 years old. 
Remains of the original Maccoc-

haque School, Rosedale. 
The Old Tavern in Westport 

from the days of the Sante 
Fe Trail (this remains to be 
fixed up in some measure and 
should be on our preservation 
list). 

• 

• 

•;l I not 

• 

• 

fhr Chcipter on August 2G. 1957 
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and official action was taken. 

Herbert C. Anset, Chairman 
Edward W. Lawhan 
Earl W. Wilson 

HOME BUILDING INDUSTRY 

Your Chairman has endeavored to 
secure letters from the Federal 
Housing Administration and from 
the Veterans Administration indi
cating that architectural exhibits 
are recognized by these insuring 
offices for their true worth. 

As can be determined from the 
letter quoted below which was 
signed by Mr. Studer, the Director 
of the local FHA office, the intent 
was not brought out in ful l . A port 
of this letter is quoted as follows: 

"As I am sure you are well aware, 
the character of our processing re
flects the quality of exhibits sub
mitted in connection with an ap
plication. When our Form 2005, 
Description of Materials, is incom
plete or incorrectly filled out, we, 
of course, can only assume that 
the minimum will apply. This is'also 
true with respect to plans that ore 
lacking in sufficient details. 

"May I assure you that in our pro
cessing, full credit is given for all 
items specified and clearly de
fined, and a proper allowance is 
made for architectural services 
where the exhibits reflect core and 
accuracy in their preparation." 

Mr. Studer has verbally quoted to 
your Chairman that if a builder 
would submit a statement from his 
Architect as to his charges for 

services, the amount would be rec
ognized in the replacement cost of 
the project should the amount be 
anywhere within reason, or normal. 

A similar letter has been promised 
from the Veterans Administration. 
It is the intent of this Committee 
to present these letters to the local 
representative for the National As
sociation of Home Builders for cir
culation O S they see fit. Mr. Mullin, 
representative of Notional Associa
tion of Home Builders has been 
wanting to set up a meeting with 
your Chairman to talk over some 
of the differences of viewpoint be
tween Builders and Architects, but 
has postponed this meeting await
ing the letter mentioned above. 

Concerning recommendations for 
the 1958 Committee, if the tempo 
of the Home Building program is 
not increased, your Chairman is 
of a loss as to what can be done 
to promote the intent of this Com
mittee. It seems to the Committee 
that the more difficult the soles 
become, the more reliance Builders 
should have upon the Architect. 
But the reverse at times seems to 
be true as the Builder normally 
wonts to build the same house 
which a few years ago had a good 
sales record and he wishes to cut 
the cost of all material, labor and 
service going into these houses as 
low as possible. 

It appears to this Committee that 
any accomplishment which might 
be gained for the Architect will not 
be evident in the very near future. 

Louis H. Geis, Chairman 
Edwin Kratz 
Evans Folger 
Bill Cory 
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"Mus i c w a s a l w a y s his f i rs t l o v e " 

For your en |oymen l -cou f lesy Pomona Tile Manu lac tunng L O 

ERRATUM 

The very interesting Springfield, Missouri high school featured in the November 
issue of SKYLINES was titled "Hillcrest High School" by error. It is actually 
the "Parkview High School." 

The Editor of SKYLINES wishes to express sincere apologies for any embarras-
sement which may have been caused to Architect, Richard P. Stahl and the 
School Board. 
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A U T O M A T I O N ARCHITECTURE 

G E O R G E PETER K E L E T I 

G e o r g e Pefer Kelet'i received a 6 . S . in A r c h / f e c f u r e a ' the Royal Tech
nological Inslifute ol Budapest, Hungary. Alter c o m i n g (o the Urtited Slates 
he received his Master's Degree at the Massachusetts lr\stitute of Technology 
in 1948. He taught at Kansas University from 1949 to 1951. During 1954. 
he was an Associate Professor at Washington University and worked in the 
office ol Harris Armstrong. In 1955, he came to Kansas City and entered 
into a partnership with Robert S. Everitt in the firm of Everilt and Keleti. 

Ten years after we were first told that a mechanism can be 
constructed to "think," we know that automation is here to 
stay. Day by day new phases of human productivity ore taken 
over by automatical equipment. The new "Y-block" Ford 
engine is not only machined but also is checked automatically; 
in England they moke radio sets without a man ever touching 
the product until delivery. In this country most scientific 
research projects use the electronic b ra in - if necessary, rented 
by the hour—to complete work too difficult for the human 
brain to compute by the time it would be needed. How long 
will it be before blue prints and designs themselves are 
producted by electronic brains? 

Quality in Architecture depends on how many good ideas we 
ore willing to give up to look for better ones. Whether we 
will find these better ideas will depend on the time we have 
for doing so, and our speed and efficiency in scanning the 
possibilities for better solutions. If the ability to judge quality 
is taken as a given thing for an individual at any one given 
time, the only way to improve the quality of our work as 
Architects is to speed up our thinking—using electronic brains 
if that will help. Obviously, the available electronic computers 
are not designed to produce blue prints or architectural 
designs. But, did we ever think seriously of adopting them 
to our needs? 
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It is conceivable that with an electronic-scanning method 
similar to the one used in producing the image on a television 
screen, an electronic brain could directly produce a photo-
plote from which we could pull the blue print duplicate copies 
necessary to construct a building. As we have such an obvious 
solution to the final step of our electronic production line, let 
us check on the procedure from the very beginning and see 
whether we will run into any serious snag which cannot be 
ironed out. To set up a procedure for on electronic brain to 
produce a design, we have to consider every step toward a 
solution as a fully conscious operation. An electronic com
puter does not have a subconscious self which con make or 
even influence decisions. An electronic brain does not act 
unconsciously, for it acts strictly according to the plan we 
command it to act upon- the plan we tape into it. 

If we are to develop a design that will approximate the 
generalized idea of a building, like a department store in 
the shape of a Georgian mansion or a skyscraper in the form 
of a Cathedral, the electronic computer will be a ready 
servant as long as every decision which has to be made is 
clearly stoted. It has to be a "yes" or "no" or qualitative 
answer. The electronic computer is only capable of solving 
problems and is not able to compromise. If the generalized 
idea of the building is not feasible structurally and the details 
are too heavy for the preconceived artistic concept, the com
puter will stop still and give the flat answer of "impossible." If 
we were to press the computer like we would a detailing 
draftsman to moke the impossible work, we would most likely 
produce an instant breakdown of the equipment. Unfortunate
ly, equipment is harder and more expensive to replace than 
draftsmen —so, if we are to switch to electronic equipment in 
our production we will have to cease to compromise, and 
resign ourselves to the fact that we will have to solve every 
problem without compromise of principle. 

To economize on electronic computer time (which might easily 
run over $300.00 on hour), we will have to set up our prob
lems in a way that will give the absolute minimum of equip
ment-time waste. We will have to give up our amateurish 
binges of subconscious splurges to find great ideas. It might 
take five hours at $300.00 an hour to find out that Frank 
Lloyd Wright's latest skyscraper is sheer nonsense (except for 
its publicity value). We will have to set up the problem with
out any preconception of esthetics (eclecticism, old or mod
ern . . . ). Space requirements will have to be determined as 
minimum, opt/mum or jusfifible maximum. The relationship of 
spaces will have to be determined as necessary, odvisoble, 
desirable, and also straight through to ob/ec/ionob/e. We 
will hove to prepare this information systematically as any 
omission might get the equipment sidetracked in its "thinking," 
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producing designs most admirable, but unacceptable due to 
some ridiculous shortcoming. 

While we ore doomed to feed "complete" information into the 
equipment, we have the advantage that the equipment wil l 
have practically on unlimited memory which would not forget 
anything. Data on structural systems will be stored in the 
computer enabling it not only to solve the framing of build
ings, but also to do so in several ways simultaneously in an 
unbelievably short time. Prints of the most economical type of 
construction could be pulled immediately, erasing the less 
favorable solutions from its memory stacks. The comparative 
study of construction types could be set up to introduce more 
complications in the selection of a solution such as allowing 
extra costs for improved fire ratings and even for esthetics. 
Unfortunately, the estheticol selective process would be the 
most expensive as the machine would have to develop several 
complete plans for comparison. The detail work which could 
be omitted from these plans in the actual printing process 
would still have to be solved and would therefore take time. 

It was stated years ago that one could design computers 
capable of learning. It is possible that we con even design a 
computer which has imagination. It seems, though, that the 
time when we will be able to tape the requirements given by 
the client into a machine from a key-board console, and pull 
the finished blue prints for the contractors within twenty-four 
hours, is far away indeed! In the meantime, we can think 
about about how we would feed the problems we have into 
machines we do not yet have. Perhaps if we worded our 
problems as clearly to ourselves as we would word them to 
our machine, we could ourselves become more efficient, more 
capable of finding new answers, better answers and produce 
a more economical and more inspiring Architecture! 

CALENDAR 

Installation Banquet January 21 
with Joseph Wotterson, Editor of the 
AIA JOURNAL as principal speaker 

Modern Masonry Seminar January 29 
(Five evening weekly meetings) February 5, 12, 19, 26 

February Producers' Council Luncheon February 4 

February Chapter Meeting February 18 

Curtain Wal l Institute April 23 
(sponsored by Producers' Council) 

Central States Regional Convention Oct. 30 - Nov. 1 



K u n a o s City C h a p r i » r 
P R O D U C E R S COUNv." iL 

BETTY BROOKER 

TOP B A N A N A 
A U L W J 19 57 

' ' T O P B A N A N A " O F 1 9 5 7 

B E T T Y B R O O K E R 

This year's Producers' Council "Top 
Banana" Award was presented to 
Miss Betty Brooker at the PC Christ
mas Party, December 18th. The 
award is presented to the "Archi
tect contributing most to better re
lations between Architects and the 
Producers' Council." 

Betty was born in Oakland, Cali
fornia, attended Wyandotte High 
School, and secured her B.S. De
gree in Architecture at the Univer
sity of Kansas in 1949. Since that 
time she has been working in the 
office of Voskamp and Slezak. 

In addition to being Editor of SKY
LINES from October, 1955 to Febru
ary, 1957 she has been active in 
theater work with the University of 
Kansas City Community Theater 
and the Accent Theater Group. 

An Architect in every sense, de
voted to the tasks of the Profession, 
she has our heartiest congratula
tions for this richly deserved honor. 
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A K A N S A S F A R M H O U S E 

for Mr. a n d M r s . J o h n T. R o h d e 

1313 Edwardsvi l le Drive 

Edwardsvi l le , Kansas 

KEENE & SIMPSON & MURPHY 

A R C H I T E C T S 



This is a Kansas farm house for a couple of young grandparents. Theirs is an 
active, outdoor l ife; but the demands of a Kansas summer require on oasis from 
the searing heat, while the northwest winter winds have also to be reckoned 
with. 

Located on a high, rolling site; overlooking the Kaw River valley to the south 
and the skyline of Kansas City 15 miles to the east; it is planned and oriented 
to take advantage of fine panoramic views and the prevailing south-southwest 
summer breezes. Deep overhangs give protection from the burning Kansas 
sun, and open porches are located on the west for morning activities, and on 
the southeast for afternoon and evening use. 

The open arrangement of living, dining, food preparation and porch areas 
ideally suits the living habits of the clients, while the comparative isolation of 
sleeping quarters, master bedroom, guest room and teen-age boys dormitory 
satisfies the requirements for occasional quiet and privacy. 

Simple in its construction and the use of materials, this house is a clear and hon
est expression of the desires of the Owners and the physical demands of 
the region. 

J...:fl. 

FLOOR PLAN 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

• We're all creatures of habit—but 
some habits are most p leasant -
l i ke the A n n u a l P r o d u c e r s ' 
Counci l Chr is tmas Par ty . It nev
er fails to be the real highlight of 
the year—one time when you can 
see just about everyone you know 
in one place. Held in the Town 
House Grand and Junior Ballroom 
nightclub style, around on active 
dance floor,—the celebration start
ed and ended strong with plenty 
of holiday spirit. Thank you, Pro
ducers' Council, for hosting such a 
festive evening. 

Another Producers' Council out
standing event which started off 
this new year was the Luncheon 
Meeting, January 7th, at which 
Dave Runnel ls presented the 
KC 80 Plan to the largest crowd 
of the season. The Luncheon Meet
ings will continue this year on the 
first Tuesday of each month. And 
plans ore now being laid for on 
all-day Curtain Wal l Institute to be 
presented by the P.C. on April 
23rd. Reports from other cities who 
have seen this, indicate that we are 
fortunate that the Kansas City P.C. 
Chapter could arrange to have it 
presented here. 

• The Chapter was very pleased 
to have one of our Springfield 
members, Ernest P. W a r d at the 
December meeting. We wish more 
of our out-of-town members could 
arrange their business trips to co
incide with meeting nights so that 
we might have an opportunity to 
visit with them. 

• Several weeks ago all members 
received n notice through the mail 
of the new "Catastrophe" type 

group insurance being offered to 
the Chapter by Altman-Singleton & 
Company through the American 
Casualty Insurance Company. The 
plan has the approval of the Exe
cutive Committee and can serve as 
"excess" coverage over present 
hospitalization insurance or as a 
"stop loss" policy by itself, all at 
very nominal cost. Examine the de
scriptive literature you hove re
ceived carefully. Coverage to all 
ages, regardless of past medical 
history, is assured provided 5 0 % 
of our entire membership make ap
plication during the Enrollment 
period. 

• At the December Annual Chap
ter Meeting when a count was be
ing made of the Corporate mem
bers present to assure the legality 
of the election voting, those sitting 
near the head table heard F rank 
G r i m a l d i ' s classic remark, "Oh , 
we have plenty of quorum." 

• Thanks to Kansas Chapter's 
Char les L. Marsha l l for his kind 
remarks about SKYLINES in the 
January issue of the KANSAS 
CONSTRUCTION MAGAZINE. For 
the benefit of those who have not 
heard, the Kansas Chapter plans 
to publish its KANSAS ARCHITECT 
in new form starting this month and 
appearing bi-monthly during 1958. 
The cover design was selected from 
a student competition held at K. U. 
and K-State. Always one of the 
most looked-forward-to Chapter 
publications, we wish them contin
ued success with their new format. 

• The annual tour of Kansas City 
Architects' offices by students of 
Kansas University took place Janu
ary 10th. Sponsored by the Chap-
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ter Education Committee, at least 
10 students took port in the tour 
this year. It is always a pleasure to 
hove them as our guests and we 
hope that they returned to K. U. 
with at least a few new insights 
into the workings of an architec
tural office. 

• Footnoting Frank S i e z a k ' s An
nual Report on the 1957 Presidency 
at the December Chapter Meeting 
were three pertinent suggestions 
for future Chapter action: 

1. The Honor Awards Committee 
should be appointed to run 
from June to June in order to 
give them more time to pre
pare for the Banquet in Apri l . 

2. The office of Second Vice-Presi
dent should be added to the 
Executive Committee to allow 
more participation in this Com
mittee's activities. 

3. Definite action should be taken 
to encourage not only a growth 
in Chapter membership, but 
also an up-grading of member
ship classification. 

• We regret to see notice of the 
death of Mrs. Helen S iemens , 
wife of the late Kansas City Archi
tect, George M. Siemens. He had 
been a staunch AIA members dur
ing his 40 year practice here. Since 
his death in 1951, Mrs. Siemens had 
been living in Los Angeles. 

M O D E R N M A S O N R Y S E M I N A R 

Beginning Wednesday, January 29th, a five-week evening Seminar will be 
presented at the Union Hall, 746 Osage, Kansas City, Kansas. Simultaneously, 
Seminars will be conducted in Wichita (beginning January 28th) and Topeko 
(beginning January 30th). 

The program, presented by the STRUCTURAL CLAY PRODUCTS INSTITUTE, is 
being co-sponsored by Kansas and Kansas City AIA Chapters, Kansas Chapter 
AGC, Kansas Engineering Society, University of Wichita, University of Kansas, 
and Kansas State College. 

The purpose of the Seminar is to emphasize that watertight clay masonry walls 
can be attained through the application of proper design, specifications and 
workmanship. The importance of these applications, a review of pertinent 
construction aspects and new building concepts of the industry form the basis 
of a complete and worthwhile program appealing to Architects, Draftsmen, 
Engineers, Contractors and the Bricklayers. The first two such Seminars held 
at the University of Minnesota and the University of Houston were enthusiasti
cally received. 

The Seminars are being organized by Donald Ness, Regional Director of the 
Structural Clay Products Institute with the cooperation of the University of 
Wichita, Kansas State College, and the University of Kansas. Jock Morley is the 
Moderator and the Coordinator of the Kansas City Seminar. 

The registration fee of $5.00 per name is nominal, expected and certainly 
permits an opportunity to send entire draft ing rooms. 
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the ceiling's not the limit! 
we handle also 

removable partitions 

foiding doors? 

c/raA/r and fac/r board 

resiiient fioor covering 

industrial fioor covering 

we are 

best knowr 

ceilings of quiet 
KANSAS CITY, MO. • 17%^ Charlotte — Phone HA 1-2288 

D E S MOINES, IOWA • 1167 25th Street — Phone CH 4 0820 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA • 3712 N. 50th Street — Phone PL 5626 



Available in Beautifully Textured HAYDITE 

Mm& BLOCK 
TRADEMARK 

... the block with 1000 faces 
A revolutionary new building material called 
Shadowal block now makes possible over one 
thou.sand beautifully sculptured concrete masonry 
patterns. Wherever used, each Shadowal block 
pattern offers the distinction and high fashion 
desired by modern builders plus low cost. 

You are invited to see the amazing features of 
Shadowal block now. 

Ask US for your complete 
Shadowal masonry portfolio 

H l ' h ^ i l ' h i M . T A ^ Z I i i d l M 

C A R T E R - W ^ E R S 
• l l l ' k i m L l ' ^ W ^ W ! i m . i l l . ] l 

2440 Pennway Phone GRand 1-2570 
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A L U M I N U M 

B R O N Z E 

S T A I N L E S S 

BROWN WINDOW MANUFACTURING 

< U R C H I S O N T O W E R B U I L D I N G 
D E N V E R , C O L O R A D O 

ArcKitec*: Raymond Harfy Ervin 
S . n . C o n t t . c t o r : M . a d h Mount 

Conttruction C o . 

B R O W N E 
CURTAIN W A L L 

A COMPLETE SERVICE 

• D E S I G N 

• C U S T O M F A B R I C A T I O N 

• E R E C T I O N 

• C O M P L E T E W A R R A N T Y 

• C U S T O M W I N D O W S 

• PANELS 

• FINS 

• L O U V E R S 

• SOLAR S H A D E S 

• C A N O P I E S 

a n d Re la ted Architectural 
Accessor ies 

of 

I N C O H P O t A T E D 

S O X t i n • D A L L A S T f X A S 'finfssf in ffOfSTRfiiion' 

CLAUDE COOKE COMPANY, INC 
5920 Nail Avenue (P. O. Box No. 2) 

MISSION, KANSAS 
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KANSAS CITY NATURAL SLATE CO. 
3109 SOUTHWEST BLVD. PHONE WE 1-6984 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

FLOOR COVERINGS 
Asphalt Tile 
Rubber Tile 
Vinyl Tile 
Cork Tile 
Linoleum 
Wood Block Flooring 
Hubbellite 
Dex-O-Tex 

WALL COVERINGS 
Kolistron 
Flex wood 
Metal Wall Tile 
Plastic Wall Tile 

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS 
Owens-Corning-Fiberglos 
Armstrong Cork Co. 
Keosbey & Mottison 

CHALKBOARDS 
U. S. Plywood's "ARMORPLY" 
Weber Costello 

TACKBOARDS 
Armstrong 
Nairn 
U, S. Plywood 
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GREATER 
S-P-R-E-A-D-l-N-G r a t e 

per g a l l o n m e a n s 
a p p l i e d cost 

Only ZOLATONE has the 

"guts" to withstand the 

"high pressure" system 

needed to achieve these results 

i tone^' 
procas* 

I 

* F U L L S U R F A C E COVERAGE 

* NO SPATTER E F F E C T 

* T R U E COLOR P A T T E R N S 

* UP TO 175 OR 200 SQ. F T . PER G A L L O N 

avoid the unknown-use ZOLATONE 
ZOLATONE is manufactured only by 

PARAMOUNT PAINT & LACQUER CO. 

DEVOE OF KANSAS CITY, Inc. 
STERLING RONAI 200 S. W. Blvd. 
General Manager Phone VI 2-5672 




