
. ^ ^ } I SKYLINES 

AMERICAN INSTIIWS^ f 
OF 4r 

V ^ l ^ ^ v i 41960 



WW 

K A N S A S C I T Y 

C H A P T E R 

C H A P T E R O F F I C E 
306 DAVIDSON BLDG. 
KANSAS CITY 8, MO. 
TEL. VICTOR 2-9737 

E X E C U T I V E S E C R E T A R Y 
MR. GERRE JONES 

O F F I C E R S 

P R E S I D E N T 

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T 

S E C R E T A R Y 

T R E A S U R E R 

A n g u s M c C a l l u m 
K i v e t t & M y e r s & M c C a l l u m 
1 0 1 6 B a l t i m o r e A v e . 
K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i 

L o u i s H. G e i s 
G e i s - H u n t e r & R a m o s 
7 0 4 D a v i d s o n B i d g . 
K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i 

J a m e s R. B a k e r 
8 3 0 0 M a d i s o n 
K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i 

G e n e E. L e f e b v r e 
M o n r o e & L e f e b v r e 
8 1 8 G r a n d A v e . 
K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i 

1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 2 

D I R E C T O R S 

C o n r a d J . C u r t i s 
C u r t i s & C o w l i n g 
4 3 2 4 M a i n S t ree t 
K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i 



^ i r , i c I I I ' ' 

THE MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE KANSAS 

CITY CHAPTER O F THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE 

OF ARCHITECTS 

306 D A V I D S O N BUILDING KANSAS CITY 8, M O . 

V o l . 1 0 

N o . 8 

A U G U S T , I 9 6 0 

C O N T E N T S P A G E 

E x h i b i t S a l u t e s K. C. I n d u s t r y 5 

T h e A r c h i t e c t a n d C i v i c R e s p o n s i b i l i t y 8 

S h o u l d W e R e o r i e n t t h e R e s e a r c h E n g i n e e r ? 1 6 

B o o k R e v i e w 1 9 

S e l e c t i o n o f A n A r c h i t e c t 2 0 

A d d e n d a - 2 4 

Page One 



P E R F O R M A N C E -
P R O V E N 

DEX-O-TEX NEOTEX 
FLOORING FOR: 

LABORATORIES 
LOCKER AND SHOWER ROOMS 

A N I M A L HOUSING AREAS 
INSTITUTIONAL FLOORS 

S W I M M I N G POOL W A L K W A Y S 
AIR CONDITIONING ROOMS 
AND EQUIPMENT FLOORS 

PHOTOENGRAVING ROOMS 
FOOD PROCESSING AREAS 

PLATING ROOMS 
SLIP-HAZARDOUS AREAS 

D E X - O - T E X N E O T E X O F F E R S 
T H E F O L L O W I N G F E A T U R E S : 

Seam/ess 

i?es/7ien^ 

Thin 

Warm and Comfortable 

Underfoot 

Waterproof 

Colorful 

Crack-free 

Quiet Underfoot 

Non-Slip Wet or Dry 

Chemical Resistant 

Colorful 

Non-Dusting 

Dex-O-Tex Neotex, when compared with other suitable 
materials, is the superior low cost floor for shower and 
locker room areas. Over 250,000 square feet have been 
in successful use in this area for from 2 to 11 years. 

For c o m p l e t e i n f o r m a t i o n ca l 

TOM HANDIEY 

3051 Southwest Blvd., Kansas City, Mo. 

PLaza 3-5040 BILL ELDER 



e r e s 

move IS to o v a w a 
M o v a b l e P a r t i t i o n s 

M o v a - w a II i s economical! Sim­
plicity of design and fewer parts 
make Mova-wali partitions cost less 
than most methods of dividing space! 

M o v a - w a l l i s irxaneuverab le I 
Standard size panels may be cut and 
shaped on the job to meet any space 
requirements thus saving time and 
permitting changes in design. 

M o v a - w a l l i s versatile! Any color 

or iinish is available; or partitions 
may l>e painted after installation to 
h a r m o n i z e wi th e x i s t i n g c o l o r 
schenies! 

Mova -wa l l i s available! Y o u r local 
distributor carries a complete stock, 
therefore changes or additions can 
l)e made during installation or after! 
Mova-wall is distributed in all prin­
cipal cities. 

WRITE NOW FOR FREE FULL-COLOR LITERATURE AMD PRICES 

Manufactured and distributed 
nationally by 

ST. L O U I S 3, M O . 
2814 LxMrust Street 

FRanklin I-1776 

K A N S A S 
3007 E . 85th St. 
EMcrson 3-1385 

C I T Y 30, M O . / 

C O M P A N Y . I n o . 

WIC H I T A 2. K A N S A S 
125 North Mosley 
AMherst 5-3186 



HEfNiwIviNYT) 
® 

vinyl-fabric wall covering 

LUTHERAN HOSPITAL-Fort Wayne, I n d . E. C. Moel ler. Admin is t rator . Fabron and 
Permon economicaMy decorate the rooms and corr idors of this 338-bed hospi ta l . 

F A B R O N + PERMON 
T h e w i n n i n g t e a m for m u l t i p l e w a l l p r o b l e m s 

For the protection and decorat ion of wal l a r e a s subjected to greater 
than-averoge abuse, there is no stronger surface available than P E R M O N -
the heavy-gouge, fabric-supported Vinyl wall covering. With their coordinated 
colors, FABRON and PERMON perform together perfectly: PERMON for the 
wainscot, FABRON for the upper wall 

«t is attractive. 
a combination that is as economical 

DISTRIBUTORS 

M a n u f a c t u r e d b y 

F R E D E R I C B L A N K 

& C O M P A N Y , I N C . 

N e w Y o r k , N . Y . 

1 2 0 7 W e s t 1 1 t h St. 

GRERT UIESTERH 

PAINTS 
K a n s a s C i t y , M o . P h o n e B A 1 - 1 3 2 2 



CHAPTER EXHIBIT IN UNION STATION 
SALUTES K. C. INDUSTRY 
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A l o t o f p l a n n i n g , t a l k a n d p l a i n s w e a t w e n t i n t o d e s i g n i n g a n d c o n ­

s t r u c t i n g t h e o u t s t a n d i n g e x h i b i t s h o w n o n t h e p r e v i o u s p a g e . 

T h e d i s p l a y w a s c o m p o s e d o f e i g h t s i x - f o o t u n i t s w i t h o v e r a l l d i m e n s i o n s 

o f 1 2 ' b y 2 4 ' . L o c a t e d in t h e w e s t l o b b y o f t h e U n i o n S t a t i o n a n d 

f e a t u r i n g t h e K C / 8 0 p l a n f o r d o w n t o w n K a n s a s C i t y , t h e b o o t h a t t r a c t e d 

m u c h p u b l i c i n t e r e s t a n d f a v o r a b l e c o m m e n t . 

I n t h e p i c t u r e a b o v e , C h r i s P. R a m o s , l e f t , o f G e i s - H u n t e r - R a m o s , p o i n t s 

o u t t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y C o u r t H o u s e o n t h e K C / 8 0 C i v i c C e n t e r m o d e l t o 

M e r e d i t h M a c R a e , c e n t e r , a n d G o r d o n M a c R a e . M e r e d i t h is G o r d o n ' s 

1 6 - y e a r - o l d d a u g h t e r a n d w a s i n K a n s a s C i t y a l o n g w i t h t h e rest o f t he 

M a c R o e f a m i l y t o a p p e a r i n t h e S t a r l i g h t T h e a t e r ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

" A n n i e G e t Y o u r G u n . " C h r i s R a m o s w a s c h a i r m a n o f a s p e c i a l C h a p t e r 

c o m m i t t e e t o d e s i g n a n d s u p e r v i s e t h e e x h i b i t . 

B e l o w , H e r b e r t W i g g s , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e , o p e n s 

t h e S a l u t e t o I n d u s t r y W e e k i n f r o n t o f t h e C h a p t e r ' s e x h i b i t . A n g u s 

M c C a l l u m , w h o a l s o t o o k p a r t i n t h e k i c k o f f c e r e m o n y , w a i t s " o f f s t a g e " 

t o t h e l e f t . 

T h e p r o j e c t w a s a c o o p e r a t i v e o n e , in 

e v e r y r e s p e c t . P a r t i t i o n s a n d f r a m i n g 

w e r e f r o m t h e H e n g e s C o . T h e V i n a -

L u x 8 0 0 se r i es f l o o r t i l e c a m e f r o m 

A z r o c k F l o o r P r o d u c t s . S u r f a c e Pa in t 

f u r n i s h e d t h e p a i n t , G r a y b a r E lect r ic t h e 

l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s a n d M o n a r c h Electr ic 

d i d t h e w i r i n g . 
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J i m , T a y l o r , l e f t r e a r , a n d P o r t e r 
S m i t h , r i g h t , p a i n t i n t v / o o f t h e 
a t t r a c t i v e c h a r t d i a g r a m s t h a t 
w e r e c a r r i e d o n t h e p a r t i t i o n 
w a l l s . 

D e m o n s t r a t i n g t r u e v e r s a t i l i t y , 
C h r i s R a m o s a s s i s t e d C h u c k 
N e l s o n o f A z r o c k i n l a y i n g t h e 
f l o o r t i l e . 

C l o s e s u p e r v i s i o n o f a l l s t a g e s 
w a s m a i n t a i n e d b y C h a i r m a n 
R a m o s . A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , h e 
w a s s u p e r v i s i n g P o r t e r S m i t h s o 
c l o s e l y h e r e t h a t p a r t o f t h e 
K a n s a s C i t y - C h i c a g o a i r l i n e 
r o u t e e n d e d u p o n t h e b a c k o f 
h is h a n d . 

In t a k i n g t h i s f r o n t v i e w o f M r . 
W i g g s m a k i n g his o p e n i n g r e ­
m a r k s , f r e e l ance p h o t o g r a p h e r 
M u r r a y B u r n s o f t h e H e n g e s C o . , 
a l s o c a u g h t a TV n e w s r e e l p h o ­
t o g r a p h e r p l y i n g h i s t r a d e . T h e 
g e n t l e m e n o n t h e r i g h t is i d e n t i ­
f i e d o n l y O S a p u b l i c i t y h o u n d . 



T H E A R C H I T E C T A N D 
C I V I C R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y 

T h e p r e c e d i n g a r t i c l e w a s a b o u t a C h a p t e r e x h i b i t c o n ­
s t r u c t e d f o r t h e C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e ' s " S a l u t e t o 
I n d u s t r y W e e k , " J u l y 5 - 1 1 . It so h a p p e n e d t h a t J u l y 5 
f e l l i n t h e 1 4 t h w e e k o f o u r l a t e a n d u n l a m e n t e d b u i l d ­
i n g s t r i k e t h a t s h u t d o w n a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t y i n t h e 
K a n s a s C i t y a r e a f o r GVa m o n t h s . 

D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h e c r i p p l i n g s t r i k e , t h r e e s t a t e m e n t s 
w e r e i ssued b y t h e K a n s a s C i t y C h a p t e r , A I A . A l l t h r e e 
w e r e w e l l p u b l i c i z e d i n t h e p r e s s a n d o n r a d i o a n d 
t e l e v i s i o n . 

S i n c e the p u b l i c ' s m e m o r y is n o t o r i o u s l y s h o r t , e x c e p t f o r 
s u c h i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s as A m e r i c a n L e a g u e b a t t i n g 
a v e r a g e s a n d J o y n e M a n s f i e l d ' s m e a s u r e m e n t s , w e 
b e l i e v e it w o r t h w h i l e t o c a r r y a l l t h r e e m e s s a g e s , i n t h e i r 
e n t i r e t y , i n t h i s i ssue o f S K Y L I N E S , w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f 
t h e s e i n t r o d u c t o r y a n d , w e h o p e , a p p r o p r i a t e r e m a r k s . 

W e d o u b t t h a t m a n y K a n s a s C i t i o n s a p p r e c i a t e d t h e 
u n u s u a l n e s s o f a s i t u a t i o n w h e r e i n 2 0 0 t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
c o n s e r v a t i v e a r c h i t e c t s t o o k a p o s i t i v e a n d u n i t e d s t a n d 
o n d e m a n d i n g o n e n d t o t h e b u i l d i n g t i e u p . 

I t is a l l t h e m o r e t o o u r c r e d i t t h a t s e v e r a l o t h e r o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s w i t h a s t o k e i n t h e a r e a ' s e c o n o m y e q u a l t o o r 
g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t o f a r c h i t e c t s , s o w f i t t o r e m a i n s i l e n t o n 
t h e issues i n v o l v e d f o r t h e e n t i r e ZV^ m o n t h s o f t h e 
s h u t d o w n . 
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M a n y i n d i v i d u a l s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s o m e o f w h o m w e r e 
n o t a b l e t o d e c i d e o n t h e i r s t a n d u n t i l a w e e k b e f o r e 
t h e s t r i k e e n d e d , h a v e r u s h e d i n t o t a k e c r e d i t f o r 
" b r i n g i n g t h e p a r t i e s t o g e t h e r " a n d " g e t t i n g t h e m e n 
b o c k t o w o r k . " A t t h i s p o i n t w e see no n e e d f o r p o s t ­
m o r t e m s o n w h a t , w h o o r w h o m w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
e n d i n g t h e m e s s . 

W e d o f e e l t h a t m e a s u r e s m u s t b e t o k e n i m m e d i a t e l y 
t o i n s u r e t h a t i n 1 9 6 2 , 1 9 6 3 a n d 1 9 6 4 , w e a r e n o t f a c e d 
w i t h a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n as c o n t r a c t s e x p i r e . K a n s a s C i t y 
c o n i l l a f f o r d t o lose p r a c t i c a l l y a w h o l e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
s e a s o n e v e r y t h r e e t o f i v e y e a r s — y e t th i s h a s b e e n t h e 
p a t t e r n s i n c e 1 9 5 3 . 

T h e r e h a s b e e n s o m e t a l k o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a c o m m i t t e e o f 
u n i o n a n d b u i l d e r s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o m e d i a t e f u t u r e 
d i s p u t e s i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y . P e r h a p s t h i s is t h e 
a n s w e r . W e ' d l i k e t o r e c o m m e n d t h e a d d i t i o n o f a 
c i t i z e n ' s p o n e ! t o s u c h a c o m m i t t e e — s i n c e i t h a s b e e n 
g r a p h i c a l l y d e m o n s t r a t e d i n t h i s s t r i k e t h a t t h e p u b l i c 
is t h e r e a l l o s e r . Y o u r c o m m e n t s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s a r e 
i n v i t e d . 

T h e a t t a c h e d s t a t e m e n t r e g a r d i n g t h e c u r r e n t c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n s t r i k e i n K a n s a s C i t y w a s a d o p t e d a t a s p e c i a l 
m e e t i n g o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e K a n s a s C i t y 
C h a p t e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s a n d is 
r e l e a s e d t o d a y , J u n e 8 , 1 9 6 0 , b y A n g u s M c C a l l u m , 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e K a n s a s C i t y C h a p t e r , f o r t h e C h a p t e r . 

T h e o w n e r o f t o d a y ' s b u i l d i n g — b e h e i n d i v i d u a l , s c h o o l 
b o a r d , h o s p i t a l c o m m i t t e e o r g o v e r n m e n t a l a g e n c y -
l o o k s t o t h e a r c h i t e c t f o r c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t h e b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y . In t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e as t h e " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f t h e p u b l i c , " K a n s a s C i t y ' s a r c h i t e c t s , f e a r i n g t h a t n o n e 
o f t h e p a r t i e s t o t h e p r e s e n t s t r i k e a r e f u l l y a w a r e o f t h e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e c u r r e n t i m p a s s e , e m p l o y t h i s m e a n s 
o f b r i n g i n g t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f a l l g r o u p s i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
c u r r e n t c o n t r o v e r s y o n i m p a r t i a l a n a l y s i s o f t h e t o t a l 
e f f e c t o f t h e s t r i k e in t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y . 

In t h e s e v e n - y e a r p e r i o d f r o m 1 9 5 3 t o t o d a y , s t r i k e s i n 
t h e K a n s a s C i t y c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y h a v e c a u s e d t h e 
loss o f a t o t a l o f 3 0 w e e k s o f p r i m e s u m m e r w o r k i n g 
t i m e . For m a n y b u i l d i n g c r a f t s m e n 3 0 w e e k s r e p r e s e n t s 
a n a v e r a g e w o r k y e a r . W e k n o w o f n o w o r k i n g m a n w h o 
c o n r e a l l y a f f o r d t o b e i d l e o n e y e a r i n s e v e n . A s i d e 
f r o m t h e e c o n o m i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n i n d i v i d u a l c a s e s , 
t h e r e is t h e f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f p o t e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s 
n e v e r c o n s t r u c t e d , i n t e r m s o f s c h o o l r o o m s n o t b u i l t . 
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h o m e s a n d l o w - i n c o m e h o u s i n g u n c o m p l e t e d a n d c o m ­
m e r c i a l p r o p e r t i e s t h a t c o u l d h o v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d w i t h 
t h e m o r e t h a n 2 0 m i l l i o n los t m a n h o u r s o f l a b o r . 

T h e s t r i k e , n o w i n i ts t e n t h w e e k , h a s b r o u g h t a l l p r o g r e s s 
i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y in t h e g r e a t e r K a n s a s C i t y 
A r e a to a c o m p l e t e h a l t . A s i d e f r o m t h e o b v i o u s eco­
n o m i c h a r d s h i p s w h i c h t h e s t r i k e h a s i m p o s e d u p o n 
b o t h s ides in t h e f o r m o f w a g e s los t f o r e v e r a n d a n t i c i ­
p a t e d p r o f i t s n o w i m p o s s i b l e , t h e p u b l i c w i l l s u f f e r as a 
r e s u l t o f t h e s e d i s p u t e s , a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e to s u f f e r fo r 
m a n y m o n t h s to c o m e f r o m s c h o o l s o v e r c r o w d e d b e c a u s e 
n e w c l a s s r o o m s w o n ' t b e r e a d y i n S e p t e m b e r , a s h o r t a g e 
o f h o s p i t a l b e d s , t h e i n c o n v e n i e n c e a n d d i s r u p t i o n o f 
n o r m a l f a m i l y l i f e b e c a u s e t h e n e w h o m e o r a p a r t m e n t 
o r l o w - r e n t p u b l i c h o u s i n g u n i t w o n ' t b e c o m p l e t e d o n 
s c h e d u l e ; t o s o y n o t h i n g o f t h e f i n a n c i a l losses t o 
m e r c h a n t s w h o s e n e w c o m m e r c i a l q u a r t e r a r e n o t a v a i l ­
a b l e as p l a n n e d . 

A d d to a l l t h i s t h e u n c o m p l e t e d s t r u c t u r e s u p o n w h i c h 
n e e d l e s s i n t e r e s t p a y m e n t s m u s t c o n t i n u e t o b e m e t — 
a n d w h o in K a n s a s C i t y c a n s o y t h a t h e is n o t i n o n e 
w a y or a n o t h e r a f f e c t e d b y e v e r y d a y t h a t t h i s sense less 
c o n t r o v e r s y c o n t i n u e s ? 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e b u i l d i n g t r a d e s h o v e c o m e to a n 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e B u i l d e r s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d s t a n d r e a d y 
t o r e s u m e w o r k . It is i n c r e d i b l e t o us t h a t t h e r e m a i n i n g 
f e w c a n n o t f i n d i n t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e s e s e t t l e m e n t s 
e q u i t a b l e g r o u n d s f o r s p e e d y s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e i r o w n 
d e m a n d s . 

W e a lso b e l i e v e t h a t t h e c o m b i n e d e f f o r t s o f o u r C i t y 
C o u n c i l , t h e c i t y d i r e c t o r o f b u s i n e s s a n d i n d u s t r i a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e m a n y o r g a n i z a t i o n s n o w e n g a g e d 
i n c o r r e c t i n g census f i g u r e s m i g h t b e e q u a l l y p r o d u c t i v e 
a t th is t i m e t h r o u g h t h e i r i n s i s t e n c e t h a t o n e n d b e 
b r o u g h t t o t h e c r i p p l i n g d a m a g e o u r c i t y is s u s t a i n i n g 
O S a r e s u l t o f t h i s s t r i k e . W e w o u l d s u g g e s t , i n c i d e n t a l l y , 
t h a t p e r h a p s m a n y o f t h e p e r s o n s u n a c c o u n t e d f o r in t h e 
c e n s u s c o u n t a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n c r a f t s m e n , d r i v e n t o f i n d 
e m p l o y m e n t o u t o f t h e a r e a d u r i n g t h e s t r i k e . 

W e s h o u l d p o i n t o u t , in c l o s i n g , t h a t t h i s is n o t a cose 
o f o r d i n a r y l a b o r - m a n a g e m e n t d i s p u t e . A l l i n c reases 
w r i t t e n i n t o n e w a g r e e m e n t s r e p r e s e n t n o t a n a r r o w i n g 
o f t he p r o f i t m a r g i n f o r t h e c o n t r a c t o r , b u t a d i r e c t 
a d d i t i o n a l c h a r g e , a u g m e n t e d b y i n c r e a s e d t a x e s a n d 
i n s u r a n c e , p a s s e d o n d i r e c t l y t o t h e u l t i m a t e c o n s u m e r , 
t h e p u b l i c . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , w e o r e n o t s u g g e s t i n g t h a t e i t h e r p a r t y t o 
t h e s t r i k e is " r i g h t " o r " w r o n g " ; w e d o b e l i e v e t h e p u b l i c 
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h a s b e e n g r o s s l y m i s t r e a t e d i n t h e a f f o i r a n d d e s e r v e s 
m o r e t h a n p a s s i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n g e t t i n g t h e m a t t e r 
s e t t l e d p r o m p t l y . K a n s a s C i t y ' s a r c h i t e c t s s i n c e r e l y u r g e 
e v e r y p a r t y t o t h i s m a t t e r — b e h e c o n t r a c t o r , b u s i n e s s 
a g e n t o r i n d i v i d u a l c r a f t s m a n — t o r e a l i z e t h a t u n l e s s se l f ­
i sh a n d p e r s o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a r e l a i d a s i d e a n d n e g o ­
t i a t i o n s c o n c l u d e d w i t h a b r o a d e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
p u b l i c g o o d , s e r i o u s a n d e v e n p e r m a n e n t d a m a g e t o t h e 
f u t u r e e c o n o m i c p r o s p e c t s o f o u r e n t i r e a r e a w i l l r e s u l t . 

The f o l l o w i n g is a s t a t e m e n t o f t h e K a n s a s C i t y C h a p t e r of t h e A m e r i c a n 
I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s , c o n c e r n i n g t h e 7 5 - d a y - o l d c o n s t r u c t i o n s h u t - d o w n 
in t h e K a n s a s C i t y A r e a . T h e s t a t e m e n t w a s a d o p t e d u n a n i m o u s l y b y 
t h e C h a p t e r m e m b e r s h i p a t i ts r e g u l a r m e e t i n g o n T u e s d a y , J u n e 1 4 . 

A f u l l w e e k has g o n e b y s ince t h e K a n s a s C i t y C h a p t e r of t h e A m e r i c a n 
I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s i s s u e d a s t a t e m e n t o n t h e c u r r e n t w o r k s t o p p a g e i n 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y , i n a n a t t e m p t t o a r o u s e t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c t o 
t h e g r a v i t y o f t h e s i t u a t i o n . 

W h i l e t h e r e has b e e n a g r a t i f y i n g r e a c t i o n f r o m t h e p u b l i c , a s e v i d e n c e d 
b y t e l e p h o n e co l l s , l e t t e r s a n d c o n v e r s a t i o n s , w e b e l i e v e , n e v e r - t h e - l e s s , 
t h a t t h e p a r t i e s t o t h e w o r k s t o p p a g e d o n o t e v e n y e t u n d e r s t a n d t h e f a c t 
t h a t t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s a r e a m a t t e r o f p u b l i c i n t e r e s t ; o f i m m e d i a t e a n d 
v i t a l c o n c e r n to e v e r y p e r s o n i n t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n A r e a . 

I t is a p p r o p r i a t e t o p o i n t o u t o n c e a g a i n t h a t s t r i f e i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i n d u s t r y h a s r e s u l t e d i n t h e loss o f o n e f u l l c o n s t r u c t i o n y e a r i n t h e l a s t 
s e v e n y e a r s ; a n a p p a l l i n g r e c o r d i n d e e d . 

It is i m p o s s i b l e t o d i s c o v e r a n y l o g i c in a s i t u a t i o n w h i c h f i n d s t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f c r a f t s l o n g s i n c e s i g n e d t o n e w c o n t r a c t s a n d d e s p e r a t e l y 
a n x i o u s to r e t u r n t o w o r k ; y e t b a r r e d f r o m e a r n i n g t h e i r l i v i n g b y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f o n e o r m o r e g r o u p s w h o r e f u s e t o f i n d a b a s i s f o r t h e 
s o l u t i o n t o t h e i r d e m a n d s i n t h e p a t t e r n o f p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s . 

W i t h a p r o p e r b a r g a i n i n g a t t i t u d e , b o t h s ides s h o u l d b e a b l e t o c o m ­
p r o m i s e t h e r e m a i n i n g p o i n t s a t i s s u e . A t t h i s s t a g e o f t he n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
i n t h e e l e v e n t h w e e k , i t s e e m s o b v i o u s t h a t n e i t h e r s i d e i s w i l l i n g t o 
n e g o t i a t e i n a c o m p l e t e l y o b j e c t i v e s p i r i t . 

E n o u g h h a s p r o b a b l y a l r e a d y b e e n s a i d a b o u t t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e s t r i k e 
o n s c h o o l s , h o s p i t a l s , c h u r c h e s , h o m e s a n d c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g s a n d t h e 
d i s r u p t i o n s c a u s e d b y u n f u l f i l l e d b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t s . R a n k a n d f i l e 
w o r k e r s a r e e a g e r t o g e t b a c k t o t h e i r j o b s — a n u n d e r s t a n d a b l e e a g e r n e s s 
i n v i e w o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s tee l s t r i k e , f o l l o w e d b y b o d w e a t h e r , f o l l o w e d 
b y t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s h u t d o w n , h a s a c t u a l l y k e p t m a n y m e n f r o m w o r k f o r 
a l m o s t n i n e m o n t h s . T h a t t h e c o n t r a c t o r s , b i g a n d s m a l l , a r e l o s i n g 
m o n e y b y t h e p r o l o n g a t i o n o f t h e d i s p u t e s h o u l d a l s o b e e v i d e n t . 
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I f n o t the p u b l i c , n o r t h e w o r k i n g m o n , n o r t h e c o n t r a c t o r s , w h o , t h e n , 
is t h e b e n e f i c i a r y o f t h i s d i s a s t r o u s s t r i k e ? C e r t a i n l y n o t t h e h u n d r e d s o f 
l o c a l b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s u p p l i e r s , w h o h o v e seen t h e i r b u s i n e s s f a l l to 
n o t h i n g a n d r e m a i n t h e r e f o r m o r e t h a n t w o a n d a h a l f m o n t h s . 

H o d the i n t e n t o f t h e p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d b e e n t o scu t t l e a l l t h a t K a n s a s C i t y 
i s , a n d s t a n d s f o r i n t h e e y e s o f o u r v a s t t r a d e a r e a , n o b e t t e r w r e c k i n g 
m e t h o d c o u l d h a v e b e e n d e v i s e d . 

T h e se r i ousness o f t h i s m a t t e r h a s s u c h f a r - r e a c h i n g c o n s e q u e n c e s a n d 
h a s a l r e a d y d o n e so m u c h i r r e p a r a b l e d a m a g e to K a n s a s C i t y , t h a t i t is 
n o t p o s s i b l e t o p r e d i c t w h e t h e r e v e n m o r e s e r i o u s h a r m to t h e e c o n o m y 
a n d l o n g - r a n g e p r o s p e c t s f o r i n d u s t r i a l g r o w t h c a n b e h e a d e d o f f b y 
o n i m m e d i a t e s o l u t i o n . B o t h p a r t i e s t o t h e d i s p u t e m u s t r e c o g n i z e t h a t 
e v e r y s e g m e n t o f K a n s a s C i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n d e m a n d s a s o l u t i o n n o w 
a n d a r e s u m p t i o n o f w o r k w i t h o u t d e l a y . 

I t is the s u g g e s t i o n o f t h e a r c h i t e c t s o f K a n s a s C i t y , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t b o t h 
g r o u p s a d m i t t h e i r i n a b i l i t y t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m i n t h e i r o w n p r i v a t e 
m e e t i n g s ; a n d t h a t t h e y i n v i t e a p a n e l o f d i s t i n g u i s h e d c i t i z e n s f r o m the 
a r e a to s i t w i t h t h e m a n d a r b i t r a t e t h e c o n t r o v e r s y , i n o p e n sess ions, 
c o n t i n u o u s i f n e c e s s a r y . 

W e s u b m i t t h a t t h i s p a n e l m i g h t p r o p e r l y cons is t o f f i g u r e s o f such 
u n q u e s t i o n e d i n t e g r i t y a n d d e m o n s t r a t e d c i v i c i n t e res t a s : 

The p r e s i d e n t o f t he K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i , Schoo l B o a r d ; 

The P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e C h a m b e r s o f C o m m e r c e o f b o t h K a n s a s C i t i es ; 

The P r e s i d e n t o f t he M e t r o p o l i t a n A r e a P l a n n i n g C o u n c i l ; 
a n d to f i l l o u t t h e p a n e l , a c l e r g y m a n f r o m e a c h of t h e t h r e e m a j o r f a i t h s , 
t o b e s e l e c t e d b y t h e a b o v e g r o u p . 

T h i s s u g g e s t i o n is m a d e in g o o d f a i t h b y K a n s a s C i t y ' s a r c h i t e c t s , w i t h the 
a s s u m p t i o n t h a t i t w i l l b e a c c e p t e d b y t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n c r a f t s a n d the 
B u i l d e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n in t h e s o m e s p i r i t . 

T h e p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n to d o t e is i n e x c u s a b l e ; f u r t h e r d e l a y c o u l d b e f a t a l ; 

t h e s t r i ke m u s t b e s e t t l e d n o w ! 

C O P Y OF T E L E G R A M SENT T O M R . G E O R G E M . M E A N Y , 
PRESIDENT, A F L - C I O , O N M O N D A Y , J U L Y 1 1 , 1 9 6 0 

M R . G E O R G E M . M E A N Y , PRESIDENT 
A F L - C I O 
8 1 5 1 6 T H STREET, N . W . 
W A S H I N G T O N , D.C. 

S O M E 5 4 WEEKS OF W O R K S T O P P A G E S S INCE 1 9 5 3 , OR 
M O R E T H A N O N E FULL Y E A R LOST D U R I N G THE PAST 
S E V E N . T H I S IS K A N S A S CITY 'S RECORD I N THE C O N ­
S T R U C T I O N I N D U S T R Y . 
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T O D A Y M A R K S THE B E G I N N I N G OF THE F IFTEENTH 
( 1 5 T H ) W E E K I N THE CURRENT SERIES OF STRIKES I N 
THIS M E T R O P O L I T A N A R E A OF O V E R O N E M I L L I O N 
P O P U L A T I O N . 

A R C H I T E C T S , THE DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES O F THE 
PUBLIC I N THE C O N S T R U C T I O N FIELD, H A V E A T T E M P T E D 
T O M A I N T A I N A P O S I T I O N OF I M P A R T I A L I T Y A N D FA IR ­
NESS A S B E T W E E N M A N A G E M E N T A N D L A B O R INTER­
ESTS I N THE CURRENT DISPUTE A N D H A V E , O N T W O 
O C C A S I O N S , P O I N T E D O U T I N PUBLISHED S T A T E M E N T S 
THE RELATIVE RESPONSIBIL ITIES OF B O T H PARTIES, W H I L E 
C A L L I N G FOR PUBLIC R E C O G N I T I O N OF THE G R A V I T Y O F 
THE S I T U A T I O N . 

O N E BY O N E D U R I N G THE PAST THREE M O N T H S S O M E 
T W E N T Y O F THE V A R I O U S CRAFTS C O M P R I S I N G THE 
B U I L D I N G T R A D E S A N D THE BUILDER-EMPLOYERS H A V E 
A R R I V E D A T M U T U A L L Y ACCEPTABLE S O L U T I O N S T O 
THEIR D E M A N D S FOR N E W W O R K I N G A G R E E M E N T S -
A N D C O N T R A C T S H A V E . BEEN N E G O T I A T E D P R O V I D I N G 
FOR A N N U A L P A Y INCREASES FOR PERIODS UP T O FIVE 
Y E A R S I N THE FUTURE. IF I N F L A T I O N IS TO BE C H E C K E D 
I N A M E R I C A - C E R T A I N L Y THE C O N S T R U C T I O N I N D U S T R Y 
IS C O M M I T T E D T O H A V E N O PART I N THE EFFORT. M O R E 
A N D M O R E P A Y FOR THE S A M E EFFORT A N D PREDE­
T E R M I N E D I N C R E A S E D COSTS FOR B U I L D I N G - THESE 
F A C T S A R E W R I T T E N I N T O THE C O N T R A C T S W H I C H W I L L 
G O V E R N THE C O N S T R U C T I O N OF EVERY H O M E A N D 
S C H O O L A N D C H U R C H A N D H O S P I T A L IN THE FUTURE 
G R O W T H O F O U R C I T Y - I F A N Y FUTURE G R O W T H THERE 
IS T O BE. 

A T LEAST A G R E E M E N T S H A D BEEN R E A C H E D - A N D 
O N L Y O N E M A J O R CRAFT, THE H O I S T I N G E N G I N E E R S -
A N D O N E S E G M E N T OF A N O T H E R , A B R I C K L A Y E R S 
L O C A L I N O U R SISTER CITY O F K A N S A S CITY, K A N S A S , 
W E R E YET U N S I G N E D . BUT THE H O I S T I N G E N G I N E E R S , 
BY N O W THE KEY T O THE HOPE FOR R E S U M P T I O N O F 
W O R K , H A V E I N T R O D U C E D A N E W D E M A N D I N T O THE 
N E G O T I A T I O N S . THEIR INSISTENCE U P O N A H I R I N G 
HALL P R O C E D U R E S T A N D S BETWEEN T W E N T Y T H O U S ­
A N D M E N A N D THEIR RETURN T O W O R K . 

PUBLIC H E A R I N G S O N THIS M A T T E R - H E L D B Y O U R C I T Y 
M A N A G E R A N D B R O A D C A S T O V E R R A D I O A N D TELE­
V I S I O N - H A V E BEEN COMPLETELY U N P R O D U C T I V E A N D 
H A V E O N L Y SERVED T O FURTHER C O N F U S E A N D I N ­
FURIATE THE A V E R A G E C I T I Z E N . 
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T H A T THE U N I O N LEADER A N D HIS A T T O R N E Y ARE 
SKILLED N E G O T I A T O R S C A N N O T FOR A M O M E N T BE 
D E N I E D . THEY H A V E M A N E U V E R E D T H E M S E L V E S I N T O 
A P O S I T I O N OF A L M O S T LIFE A N D D E A T H C O N T R O L 
O V E R THE C O N S T R U C T I O N I N D U S T R Y - O V E R THE LIVELI ­
H O O D O F S O M E T W E N T Y T H O U S A N D F A M I L I E S - A N D 
O V E R A LARGE S E G M E N T O F K A N S A S CITY 'S BUSINESS 
A N D INDUSTRY . 

T H I S IS N O M A T T E R O F THE DEFENSE O F THE W O R K I N G 
M A N F R O M THE R A P A C I T Y O F THE U N S C R U P U L O U S 
E M P L O Y E R - S O M E T W E N T Y OTHER C R A F T S H A V E O B ­
T A I N E D S A T I S F A C T O R Y A G R E E M E N T S O N W A G E RATES 
A N D W O R K I N G C O N D I T I O N S F R O M THESE VERY S A M E 
C O N T R A C T O R S . 

I N EFFECT, THE H O I S T I N G E N G I N E E R S D E M A N D T H A T 
THE C O N T R A C T O R S A G R E E T O P A R T I C I P A T E I N A N A P ­
P O R T I O N M E N T OF W O R K N O T O N THE B A S I S OF C O M ­
PETENCE OR W I L L I N G N E S S T O W O R K , BUT A C C O R D I N G 
T O A S C H E M E W H I C H A P P E A R S T O PLACE A P R E M I U M 
O N ABSOLUTE SERVITUDE T O THE I N T E R N A L O R G A N I Z A ­
T I O N O F THE U N I O N . 

T H E H I R I N G HALL IS A N E W A N D A L I E N C O N C E P T I N 
O U R M I D D L E W E S T E R N W A Y O F LIFE. T R U E - W E H A V E 
H E A R D O F THE H I R I N G HALL A N D ITS I N H E R E N T EVILS 
I N C O N N E C T I O N W I T H THE R A C K E T - R I D D E N A N D C O M ­
M U N I S T - D O M I N A T E D L O N G S H O R E M E N ' S U N I O N S O F 
O U R S E A C O A S T C I T I E S - B U T I N S O B A S I C A N D T O T A L L Y 
A M E R I C A N A N A T M O S P H E R E A S O U R L O C A L C O N ­
S T R U C T I O N I N D U S T R Y , W H A T C O U L D BE M O R E 
F O R E I G N ? THE B U I L D I N G C R A F T S M A N O F THIS A R E A 
IS A T Y P I C A L A M E R I C A N - S K I L L E D - W E L L T R A I N E D 
- P R O U D OF HIS C R A F T - I N D E P E N D E N T - P A R T N E R W I T H 
A R C H I T E C T A N D E N G I N E E R , C O N T R A C T O R A N D 
B U S I N E S S M A N , G O V E R N M E N T A N D C I T I Z E N I N THE 
C O N S T R U C T I O N OF THE B U I L D I N G S , THE R O A D S A N D 
T H E BRIDGES W H I C H H A V E M A R K E D THE G R O W T H O F 
O U R N A T I O N . 

W E H A D H O P E D T H A T THE A B O V E M E N T I O N E D PUBLIC 
H E A R I N G S M I G H T H A V E A T LEAST SERVED T O P O I N T 
O U T THE B A S I C ISSUES O F THE DISPUTE S O CLEARLY 
T H A T THE VERY FORCE O F PUBLIC U N D E R S T A N D I N G 
W O U L D RESULT I N A N EARLY S O L U T I O N . BUT IT 
A P P E A R S T H A T THE O N E F U N D A M E N T A L Q U E S T I O N 
H A S N O T YET BEEN RAISED. 

W H Y IS IT OF S U C H I M P O R T A N C E T H A T T H I S M A T T E R 
O F H I R I N G HALL PROCEDURES BE B R O U G H T I N T O A 
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CONTRACT NEGOTIATION? LET THE HOISTING ENGI­
NEERS' BUSINESS AGENT POLICE HIS MEMBERSHIP AS HE 
SEES FIT A N D AS THEY ELECT TO BE CONTROLLED. LET 
A N Y M A N W H O SO DESIRES REFUSE EMPLOYMENT 
FROM A N Y CONTRACTOR - A N D LET THE BUSINESS 
AGENT REFER HIS MEN TO ANY CONTRACTOR IN A N Y 
ORDER OR PRECEDENCE THAT HE M A Y CHOOSE, IF 
THIS BE THE WILL OF HIS MEMBERSHIP. 

BUT WHY THE INSISTENCE THAT THE EMPLOYERS J O I N 
IN A CONTRACT TO PARTICIPATE IN W H A T IS SO 
OBVIOUSLY A MATTER OF INTERNAL U N I O N POLICY? 
TO ASSIST THE U N I O N LEADERSHIP IN THE CONTROL OF 
THEIR O W N MEN? THIS QUESTION, WE BELIEVE, MUST 
BE A S K E D - A N D TO THIS QUESTION THE PEOPLE OF 
KANSAS CITY DEMAND A N ANSWER. 

A COMPARISON HAS BEEN DRAWN BETWEEN THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE CURRENT IMPASSE IN THE C O N ­
STRUCTION INDUSTRY A N D THE GREAT FLOOD OF 1 9 5 1 . 
N O POSSIBLE PARALLEL EXISTS! IN 1951 KANSAS CITY 
W A S STRUCK BY A N OVERWHELMING NATURAL DIS­
ASTER. A N D EVERY SEGMENT OF KANSAS CITY'S 
CITIZENRY RESPONDED TO GIVE WHAT THEY COULD OF 
THEIR EFFORTS A N D THEIR MATERIAL POSSESSIONS IN 
ORDER TO ASSIST THOSE DIRECTLY AFFECTED; TO 
CLEAN A W A Y THE DEBRIS; A N D TO REBUILD THE SHAT­
TERED AREAS. MEN OF GOOD FAITH FROM EVERY 
WALK OF LIFE COOPERATED IN A MAGNIFICENT EFFORT. 
KANSAS CITY W A S PROUD OF ITSELF AND OF W H A T IT 
ACCOMPLISHED IN RECOVERING FROM THE TRAGEDY 
OF THE FLOOD. 

BUT IN CONTRAST-THE SORRY M A N - M A D E SITUATION 
IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES TODAY HAS RESULTED 
IN A LOSS INCALCULABLY GREATER IN TERMS OF 
M O N E Y - A N D MOST CERTAINLY HAS PRODUCED N O T 
THE LEAST EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY, HONEST 
COOPERATIVE SPIRIT OR SELFLESS EFFORT IN THE PUBLIC 
G O O D . 

ALL OF THE CRAFTS W H O HAVE ARRIVED AT NEW C O N ­
TRACTS WITH THE BUILDERS ASSOCIATION C A N N O T BE 
W R O N G . TWENTY THOUSAND MEN STAND READY TO 
RETURN TO THEIR WORK! CERTAINLY THEIR BUSINESS 
AGENTS HAVE NOT FAILED THEIR MEMBERS IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WHICH THEY CONDUCTED WITH THE 
CONTRACTORS! W H Y , THEN, MUST THIS CATASROPHIC 
SITUATION CONTINUE FOR EVEN ONE MORE DAY? 

LET THE HOISTING ENGINEERS ARRIVE AT A SETTLEMENT 
OF W A G E INCREASE PARALLEL TO THOSE ACCEPTED BY 

Page Fifteen 



ALL OF THE OTHER CRAFTS-LET THEM SOLVE THEIR 
PROBLEM OF WORK ASSIGNMENT IN THE SAME MANNER 
THAT OTHER CRAFTS HAVE TRADITIONALLY FOUND 
ACCEPTABLE-AND LET KANSAS CITY'S LARGEST INDUS­
TRY RETURN TO WORK! 

WE MOST URGENTLY REQUEST YOUR IMMEDIATE A N D 
PERSONAL INVESTIGATION OF THIS MATTER IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE PRESENT WELFARE A N D FUTURE PROS­
PECTS OF THIS LARGE SEGMENT OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
WHOSE INTERESTS EXACTLY PARALLEL OUR INTERESTS: 
THE ARCHITECTS, THE CONTRACTORS A N D THE PUBLIC 
W H O M WE ALL MUST SERVE. 

THE KANSAS CITY CHAPTER OF 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

I. LLOYD ROARK, JR, PRESIDENT 1952-1953 
WILLIAM M. S IMON, PRESIDENT 1954-1955 
FRANK R. SLEZAK, PRESIDENT 1956-1957 
J O H N T. MURPHY, PRESIDENT 1958 
A N G U S McCALLUM, PRESIDENT 1959-1960 

50% 

BUILDING TRADES MECHANICAL 
TRADES 

ELECTRICAL ARCHITECTURAL 
TRADES SERVICES 

THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATION W A S WORKED OUT BY THE MICHIGAN 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS' COMMITTEE ON FEES. TO SHOW THE 
RELATIVE SIZE OF THE ARCHITECT'S FEE COMPARED TO TOTAL 
BUILDING COSTS. THE DIAGRAM IS REPRINTED FROM THE JUNE. 
1960 MONTHLY BULLETIN OF THE M.S.A. 
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S H O U L D W E R E O R I E N T T H E 

R E S E A R C H E N G I N E E R ? 

BY JOHN S. McNOWN, DEAN 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE 
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 

Areas impo r t an t to engineers are receiv ing so l i t t le 
a t ten t ion that no t iona l foundat ions shou ld p r o v i d e 
t ang ib le encouragement th rough the support o f r e l evan t 
research by engineers. Even in research, c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y 
is p reva len t . Too much e f fo r t goes into e x t r e m e re f ine ­
ments of s t anda rd research topics, wh i le l a r g e a n d 
equa l l y impo r t an t areas ore neglected. Severa l n e e d y 
f ie lds lie in the border zones wh ich relate the e n g i n e e r 
to the g r o u p or the i nd i v idua l he serves. To a t t ack these 
f ie lds w o u l d necessari ly lead to the comb in ing of fo rces 
w i t h social a n d b io log ica l scientists. A p r o g r a m of re­
search in such areas w o u l d b roaden the a c t i v i t y o f 
eng ineers . 

Efforts to redi rect research should lead some eng inee rs 
into unconven t iona l f ie lds so that they can f u l f i l l needs 
not l ike ly to be met o therwise. The factors w h i c h de te r ­
m ine h o w a h u m a n per fo rms in a n d reacts t o his phys i ca l 
env i r onmen t a f fec t the design of every th ing f r o m a sky­
scraper to a stereo p h o n o g r a p h . A n d the e n g i n e e r mus t 
k n o w more abou t the reactions of the g roup he serves to 
p roposed changes if he is to p lan e f fec t ive ly f o r u r b a n 
deve lopmen t , to study the psychology o f t r a f f i c , to 
establ ish acceptab le levels of noise, and to so lve e f fec ­
t ive ly a host o f o ther problems confront ing soc iety . Even 
such impersona l i tems as a t iny transistor a n d a r emo te 
hydroelect r ic d a m must be designed so t h a t h u m a n s 
con bu i l d a n d m a i n t a i n them. Analys is of t h e stresses in 
a mach ine por t m a y be qu i te sophist icated, in d i rec t con ­
trast to the serious lock of mean ing fu l i n f o r m a t i o n con ­
cern ing some of the more complex character ist ics of the 
m a n w h o operates it. The effect of an a u t o m o b i l e ' s 
w e i g h t on the structures in a compl icated i n t e r c h a n g e 
is better unders tood than is the ef fect o f the i n t e r c h a n g e 
on the d r i ve r . 

A d is t inct ion must be made between the co l lec t ion of t he 
necessary i n f o r m a t i o n a n d the deve lopment o f concepts 
necessary to ut i l ize w h a t is k n o w n in the a c h i e v i n g o f 
better solut ions. Both ore impor tan t . The f o r m e r w o u l d 
be usefu l , whereas the latter could be r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 
The st rength pa t te rn of humans, pre fer red r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
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to controls, and react ion t imes are o i l impo r t an t in the 
des ign ing of machines or roods. More complex ore the 
de te rm ina t ion of s igni f icant factors in the f a t i gue of 
opera tors , psychological reactions to t h rea ten ing l y large 
mach inery , and the sense of o r i en ta t i on in on underpass 
f o r a t raf f ic circle in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. A n d , f i na l l y , con 
w e answer such questions as h o w does (or should) an 
engineer opt imize a des ign, con o n app roach to in­
vent iveness be deve loped, h o w does beau ty relate to the 
des i gn of a structure, a n d con safe ty be sold as a w a y of 
l i fe? At one ext reme, these p rob lems a re t r i v i a l ; at the 
o ther , they are so d i f f i cu l t tha t the chance of success is 
s m a l l . A f ru i t f u l f ie ld for s tudy lies somewhere in 
be tween . 

The fo l l ow ing list of topics is representa t ive : 

1 . Engineering fo r Ind iv idua ls 
0 . An th ropomet r i c measurements of size, s t rength, 

unusual ab i l i t ies , 
b. Psychological reactions to color, v i b ra t i on , 

e leva t ion , menta l f a t i g u e , comp lex i t y of r ood 
pa t te rn , 

c. Physiological factors a f f e c t i n g per fo rmance 
a n d safety measures, 

d. Composi te or ph i losophic react ions to overa l l 
des i rab i l i t y or a pa r t i cu la r ac t ion , ethics re­
act ion to g roup need. 

2. Engineer ing fo r Groups 
a. Sociological a n d po l i t ica l imp l i ca t ions of ma jo r 

works inc lud ing the c h a n g i n g of env i ronmen t , 
the p rov id i ng of n e w sources of power , 

b. Psychological react ions of g roups to sat isfy 
devices, controls, c r o w d i n g , beauty (or 
ugl iness), 

c. Envi ronment hea l th measures, 

3. Synthesis 
a. Collection a n d storage of increas ing ly numer­

ous facts, 
b. Corre la t ion a n d o p t i m i z a t i o n of factors re levant 

to the solv ing of a p r o b l e m , 
c. Cu l t i va t ion of invent iveness a n d creat iv i ty . 

A ma jo r d i f f i cu l t y is the g a p be tween the p r i m a r y inter­
ests of the research-minded eng ineer a n d the elements 
o f these unconvent iona l f ie lds . The t r a d i t i o n a l o r ien ta­
t i o n of the research eng ineer t o w a r d physics a n d 
chemist ry leaves h im poor ly p r e p a r e d in the social a n d 
b io log ica l sciences. He is d is t rus t fu l of the methods a n d 
even of the basic k n o w l e d g e in w h a t he considers to 
b e inexact sciences. Educat ion is r e q u i r e d to g ive re­
spons ib i l i t y to these act iv i t ies, to interest y o u n g engineers 
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in t hem, a n d to p rov ide some of the f u t u r e eng ineers 
w i t h new a n d much needed concepts. 

Strong suppor t by a no t iona l f ounda t i on is jus t i f ied by 
the need fo r the proposed under tak ings ; it is r equ i red 
because s ign i f i cant progress w i l l o therwise be d i f f i cu l t 
to ach ieve. 

B O O K R E V I E W 
FIVE CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTS by Esther AAcCoy. O f the 
" f i v e arch i tects , " (Bernard Moybeck , R. M . Schind ler , 
I r v ing G i l l a n d the Greene brothers) the au tho r w a s 
persona l ly acqua in ted w i t h the f i rst two a n d d i d ex ten­
sive research on the rema in ing three for th is book . This 
is the f i rst book about the f i ve Ca l i fo rn ia a rch i tec tu ra l 
p ioneers, a l l of w h o m ut i l ized the physical character is t ics 
of Ca l i f o rn ia in the i r design w o r k . 

Bernard Maybeck, a g r a d u a t e of the Ecole des Beaux 
Ar ts , b l ended classical a n d ve rnacu la r styles w i t h ease 
a n d au tho r i t y . A n accompl ished eng ineer , he used a 
l a m i n a t e d arch in 1899, a cur ta in w a l l in 1906 a n d the 
g rea t h i nged arch wh ich spans the Chr is t ian Science 
Church in Berkeley, in 1910. He expe r imen ted w i t h n e w 
mater ia ls—mono l i th ic concrete in 1907, asbestos pane ls 
f o r ex te r io r w a l l s a n d fac tory sash fo r glass screens in 
1910. 

Irving Gi l l , out o f Sul l ivan's o f f ice , f ound in the missions 
a n d ea r l y adobes a round Son Diego his i nsp i ra t i on f o r 
ea r th fo rms in concrete a n d the arcade wa lks a n d tre l l is 
structures w h i c h l inked bu i ld ings to their g a r d e n s . 

Charles and Henry Greene b rought to arch i tecture a n e w 
concept of l i v i ng based upon love of nature a n d insp i red 
by democra t i c ideals. Designing fo r w h a t w a s then a 
treeless l and they opened al l rooms to b r o o d porches. 
They took e lements f r om the Japanese house, f r o m the 
craf tsmen's m o v e m e n t a n d f r o m local practices to c reate 
one of the g rea t styles in w o o d . Furn i ture, rugs , l a m p s 
a n d gardens w e r e t rea ted as parts of the to ta l des i gn 
a n d the result w a s a series of houses w h i c h w e r e 
ha rmon ious in eve ry de ta i l . 

R. M. Schindler a r r i v e d in Ca l i fo rn ia in 1921 by w a , o f 
V i enna a n d Frank Lloyd Wr igh t ' s o f f ice in To l ies in . He 
ca l led h imse l f a "space archi tect . " From the Futur ist a n d 
Cubist pa in ters he f o u n d the clue to b r e a k i n g up f o r m s 
a n d l igh t . He considered structure as the base of m o d e r n 
arch i tec ture yet he hod a l i fe - long q u a r r e l w i t h the 
school of arch i tecture wh ich g lo r i f i ed st ructure i tsel f . 

Reinhold Pub l ish ing Corpora t ion . $10.00. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR SELECTION 
OF AN ARCHITECT BY A 
BUILDING COMMITTEE 

The f o l l o w i n g art icle was local ized a n d a d a p t e d f r om a 
pub l ica t ion of the Wash ing ton State Chapter , A I A , some 
years ago. For this, our app rec ia t i on a n d apo log ies to 
the Wash ing ton Chapter . 

The increasing need fo r some sort of gu ide of this type 
fo r publ ic groups was g raph ica l l y demons t ra ted recently 
w h e n 30 architectural firms we re ca l led in f o r in terv iews 
by a nearby city government—for a job of less t h a n 
$100,000 . Whi le it is not our purpose to restrict any 
g r o u p on the number of architects they contact abou t 
proposed bu i l d i ng , w e respect fu l ly po in t out that the 
to ta l t ime spent by the pr inc ipa ls of these 30 f i rms is 
w o r t h several thousand do l la rs . O n top of this, w e 
d o u b t if the client hod any real idea of the abi l i t ies a n d 
exper ience of even one of the 30 , a f t e r the mara thon 
in te rv iew w a s concluded. 

Foreword 

The selection of on architect by a Bu i ld ing Commit tee d i f fe rs in many 
w a y s f r o m his selection by one person. A n ind i v idua l or o couple 
p l a n n i n g to bu i ld a home o f ten selects o n architect as one wou ld a 
doctor or a lawyer , t ak ing into account the adv ice of f r iends w h o have 
h o d previous exper ience. A Bu i ld ing Commi t tee w o u l d also consider the 
adv ice of f r iends, but hav ing the p r i m a r y purpose of represent ing its 
o rgan i za t i on f a i t h f u l l y , it should under take a corefu l p lan of selection 
to see that the architect most f i t t ed fo r the job is re ta ined . 

Most organ izat ions ore not sat is f ied w i t h run-o f - the-mi l l bu i ld ings , but 
w i s h creat ive answers to the i r b u i l d i n g prob lems. Retain ing the r ight 
archi tect is the f i rst step. In o rder to he lp you do this, the Kansas City 
Chapter of The Amer ican Inst i tute of Archi tects suggests the f o l l ow ing 
procedure : 

The Right Architect 

As a Bu i ld ing Commit tee, you should ana l yze your o rgan iza t ion 's needs 
O S t ho rough ly as possible in o rde r to select an architect par t icu lar ly 
sui ted to your purpose. 

It is necessary to real ize that the archi tect does not wo rk a lone, but 
represents many people. He or his f i r m combines the qual i t ies of 
creat ive art ist , bus inessman, des igner , eng ineer , sa lesman, educator. 

Page Twenty 



public relations man , lawyer , specifications writer, draftsman, estimator 
and construction supervisor. 

The competence of all practitioners is controlled by a state l icensing law. 
If the problem before you requires imagination, distinctive design a n d 
farsighted technical knowledge however, you may be looking for more 
than competence. Some jobs require constant personal direction on the 
port of the architect. In complex remodeling work, attention to detail is 
of the utmost importance. And in any project, there is no substitute for 
professional experience. 

Formulating a Program 

An architectural program means a detailed and intensive study of all the 
elements relating to the proposed structure before the architect is asked 
to draw a line. These elements usually include space requirements for 
various uses; analysis of public and private areas in the bui ld ing; the 
avenues of traffic, pedestrian and vehicular; the direction of natural 
light and prevailing winds at different seasons; the characteristics of the 
neighborhood; special requirements; and many other things. Certainly 
the budget is also on important factor. 

Those with building experience recommend that on architect be retained 
in the early stages of the planning process; often before the site is 
selected. The architect's training enables him to give his client va luab le 
advice on the relative merits of building sites and assistance in completing 
on architectural program. 

Selection of the Architect 

The following methods of selection ore customary: 

Direct Choice, on the basis of reputation, demonstrated ability, confidence 
gained through personal acquaintance, or the recommendation of others 
famil iar with the architect's work. 

Selection from a limited panel of candidates who hove been given a n 
equal and fair opportunity to present their qualifications, to exhibit their 
work, and to submit evidence of their competence. 

In compiling such a panel include names of architects whose work you 
have admired or who in post associations with your members h a v e 
rendered satisfactory service; names of architects given by groups or 
organizations similar to yours; of architects who hove a special back­
ground in the type of building you contemplate; and of architects w h o 
have shown interest in being considered. Sometimes it is adv isab le to 
ask on architect of your acquaintance for the names of those he w o u l d 
recommend for consideration. Contact with the local Chapter of The 
American Institute of Architects may also be helpful. 

^ h e young practitioner should not be ruled out of consideration because 
e has only a few buildings to his credit, if he has the qualif ications for 
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you r job. The size of on arch i tec tura l o f f i ce is less impor tan t to you than 
its o rgan iza t ion a n d its interest in you r pro ject . 

If you r list of architects is too leng thy fo r persona l in te rv iews, you m igh t 
ask each of them to submi t a w r i t t e n s tatement of his t r a i n i ng and 
qua l i f i ca t ions , w i t h a list o f comple ted w o r k , inc lud ing references to 
those for w h o m he has erected bu i l d i ngs . 

O n l y rarely a re more than a ha l f dozen f i rms in te rv iewed ; in most cases 
th ree or four o re f i na l l y selected fo r i n te rv iews . 

Arranging Interviews 
It is f requent ly recommended tha t the archi tect be in te rv iewed in his 
o f f i ce in order to establ ish the Bu i ld ing Commit tee 's greater sat isfact ion 
the architect's f itness to des ign the pro ject and control its execut ion. 
In any case, suf f ic ient t ime should be spent w i t h the architect to a l l ow a 
thorough eva lua t ion of his qua l i f i ca t i ons a n d his a t t i tude t o w a r d your 
w o r k . 

When interviews with a large number of architects are scheduled only a 
f ew minutes apart, proper evaluation is made impossible. Moreover, 
this suggests to the architect that the client's interest in interviewing is 
not sincere nor his understanding of architectural problems adequate. 

What to Ask in the Interview 
Your inqui r ies of the archi tect w o u l d inc lude quest ions on his academic 
t r a i n i n g ; his exper ience in p r i va te pract ice; and his backg round of 
technical know ledge requ i red fo r the design a n d equ ipmen t of the 
b u i l d i n g . You w i l l be in terested in the size of his o f f i ce , the personnel, 
a n d the background of the engineers a n d consultants w h o ore port of 

A careful analysis of the client's build­
ing requirements is necessary before a 
reputable architect w i l l attempt to come 
up with a solution. Even more important, 
any architect who prepares free sketches 
or competes on the basis of fee breaches 
the standards of professional ethics of 
the American Institute of Architects. 

Page Twenty-two 



the archi tectura l t e a m . You w i l l w a n t to k n o w about his execu t i ve 
ab i l i t y ; his business pract ices; his supervis ion policies; and his past w o r k 
successfully done. You w i l l , of course, be interested in his pe rsona l i t y , 
his sinceri ty, his charac ter , a n d his ab i l i t y t ru ly to represent y o u d u r i n g 
the p lann ing and construct ion of the bu i l d i ng . 

Further Investigation 

Af te r selecting the t w o or three architects in w h o m you are most inter­
ested, fu r ther inves t iga t ion should be mode . Pay part icu lar a t t en t i on to 
the a t t i tude of those exper ienced w i t h the architect you ore cons ide r i ng . 
Talk to his clients a n d inspect his bu i ld ings . In this w a y you a v o i d be i ng 
too much in f luenced by sa lesmansh ip . 

Find the answers to these quest ions: Does the architect work w e l l w i t h 
people? Does he have respect f o r research a n d the app l i ca t ion of n e w 
ideas a n d mater ia ls? Does he p roduce the w o r k w h e n he promises it? 
Does he g ive proper a t ten t ion to supervis ion? 

Caution: Cut Fees and Free Sketches 

Experience indicates tha t architects are best selected by cons ide r i ng 
their qua l i f i ca t ions in t r a i n i n g , ski l l a n d judgment , rather than the a m o u n t 
o f their fees. The Kansas City Chapter of The Amer ican Inst i tu te of 
Archi tects has recommended fees based on the accumulotecJ expe r i ence 
of hundreds of architects d o i n g thousands of projects. It ind icates the 
m i n i m u m fee for wh ich good w o r k con be done. A reputab le arch i tec t 
w i l l not dev ia te s ign i f i can t l y f r o m the recommended fee. 

W h e n a prospect ive c l ient asks va r ious architects to p repare sketches 
pr ior to re ta in ing one of t h e m , he is fo rge t t i ng an o i l - impor tan t step in 
f o r m u l a t i n g the p rogram—care fu l ana lys is of the bu i l d i ng requ i rements . 
The architect p repa r i ng a soles sketch (or " f ree sketch") can h a r d l y h o v e 
studied the prob lem su f f i c ien t ly to present a solut ion of any v a l u e . This 
is w h y f ree sketches o re un re l i ab le guides in selecting on a rch i tec t . 

More impor tan t , w h e n o n archi tect is asked to prepare free sketches o r 
to compete on the basis of fee , he is be ing asked to breach a s t a n d a r d o f 
professional ethics wh ich preva i ls t h roughou t the United States. 

Completing the Agreement 

^ i ^ f t e r you have made your select ion, you should complete the nego t i a t i on 
ith a wr i t t en contract. (S tandard Contract forms ore ava i l ab le f r o m 

he Amer i can Institute of Archi tects.) Remember to be f r ank w i t h y o u r 
rchitect abou t a l l aspects of the pro ject , especial ly those re la t i ng t o 
our budget . He w i l l have you r interests at heart , but he cannot d o y o u r 
roject justice if you do not g ive h im a l l of the facts cand id ly . It is 

mpo r tan t that you engage on archi tect in w h o m you hove c o m p l e t e 
onf idence a n d w i t h w h o m you can dea l easi ly and pleasant ly. 
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G o i n g th rough old fi les of an o rgan i za t i on can be qu i te a 
l ibera l educat ion in the history of the g r o u p . Such has 
b e e n the case in recent weeks as Chap te r f i les d a t i n g 
back to the ear ly n ineteen-hundreds hove been rev iewed 
to determine w h a t to keep in the pe rmanen t Chapter 
records. 

Some of the mate r ia l uncovered should be of nostalgic 
interest to our Chapter elder s tatesmen; a n d of at least 
histor ical interest to the younge r men. Therefore , f o r t ha t 
reason, as w e l l as to preserve cer ta in of the ma te r ia l in 
a more permanent f o r m , w e p lan to car ry it f r om t ime 
to t ime in this co lumn. 

To begin as f o r bock as possible, then—most o f us a re 
a w a r e tha t the Kansas City Chapter is one of the 1 0 or 
12 oldest in the country, be ing f o u n d e d in 1890. In 1937 
some of the members a p p a r e n t l y dec ided tha t we should 
k n o w the exact dote of the Chap te r char ter a n d w r o t e to 
the Oc tagon . 

From the ensuing correspondence, w e get the idea tha t 
the Octagon 's f i les be fo re 1900 are not in much bet ter 
shape than ours. At a n y ro te , E d w a r d C. Kemper, then 
Executive Secretary of the Inst i tute, w r o t e on June 17, 
1937: 

" W e hove f o u n d , in a repor t m o d e to the Convent ion of 
the Institute held in 1893 w h i c h conta ins on abst ract 
f rom a repor t of the Chapte r , the statement that the 
Kansas Ci ty Chapter w a s char te red on October 12, 1890. 

"We bel ieve this record cou ld be accepted on authent ic 
one." 

Therefore, come Co lumbus Day, 1960, the Kansas City 
Chapter w i l l hove reached the subs tan t ia l age of 70 
years. Perhaps w e should be g i v i n g some though t to 
act ivi t ies to celebrate t he 7 5 t h y e a r , in 1965. 

George Bain Cummings , F.A.I.A., w h i l e Secretary of the 
Inst i tute, sent a copy of the "Arch i tec t 's O a t h " to the 
Chapter . W e can't te l l f r o m the correspondence just h o w 
o f f i c ia l the oa th is, but it has some g o o d thoughts f o r a l l 
members of the profess ion. Some Chapters, w e under-
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s tand , use this or a s imi la r idea, in f o r m a l l y t a k i n g in a 
new Corpora te member . The "Archi tect 's O a t h / ' by 
George B. Cummings : 

" H u m b l y a n d p roud l y I profess m y competence unde r 
the d isc ip l ine of archi tecture. 

" U p o n m y honor I promise unend ing d e v o t i o n to the 
task of con t i nua l l y s tudy ing , learn ing , seek ing , e x p e r i ­
m e n t i n g , tha t I m a y become ever better e d u c a t e d a n d 
t ra ined fo r m y w o r k . 

" U p o n m y honor I promise to my commun i t y u n d e v i a t i n g 
adherence to the ideal service to m y f e l l ow men as the 
goa l of m y e f f o r t , that I m a y honestly a n d f u l l y e a r n 
m y l i v i ng—my r igh t to l ive a m o n g them. 

" U p o n m y honor I promise to m a i n t a i n t ha t i n teg r i t y in 
pract ice w h i c h w i l l insure to each cl ient the f inest poss ib le 
s tewardsh ip o f his interest. 

" U p o n m y honor I promise in the execut ion of e v e r y 
commiss ion to str ive to create beauty as w e l l as o rde r , 
charac ter as w e l l as safe ty , sp i r i tua l va l ue as w e l l as 
convenience. 

" U p o n m y honor I promise to join w i t h my f e l l o w a r c h i ­
tects to m a k e our profession of greatest possible use fu l ­
ness a n d benef i t to our society, to shore and d i ssemina te 
a l l v a l u a b l e pro fess iona l know ledge , a n d to pass o n to 
the succeeding genera t i on the fu l l a n d f i ne d i sc ip l i ne o f 
ou r pro fess ion, enr iched because of m y d e d i c a t i o n . " 

In 1939 the assistant m a n a g e r of the Hotel C o n t i n e n t a l 
w r o t e a m o u t h - w a t e r i n g letter to Robert Everi t t , in Bob's 
capac i ty as p r o g r a m commit tee cha i rman that yea r . The 
hotel w a s suggest ing some menus fo r the Chapter mee t ­
ings, no t i ng tha t " t he a t tendance at these d inner mee t i ngs 
usual ly ove rages f r o m 1 0 to 15 persons." 

For $1 .50 , the 1939 archi tect could chose a f resh s h r i m p 
cocktai l or a h a l f g r a p e f r u i t supreme to w h e t his 
appet i te . Celery hearts a n d ol ives also come w i t h t he 
starter. He h o d his choice of s i r lo in steak or f i le t m i g n o n , 
w i t h b a k e d po ta to a n d aspa ragus t ips. Sa lad w a s 
comb ina t i on or g r a p e f r u i t a n d avocado a n d the repas t 
was t o p p e d o f f w i t h ei ther a f resh s t rawber ry s u n d a e 
a n d cokes or l ime p ie . Cof fee, of course, w a s i n c l u d e d . 

The $1.25 mea l w a s s imi lar , except tha t one h o d to 
settle f o r c lub steak, t u r key or f r i ed chicken. 

Since there w a s no answer ind icated f r o m Bob, w e ' r e 
tempted to w r i t e the Cont inenta l a n d soy " w e accep t . " 
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To Aid 
You in 
Prestressed 
Design 
A New, 5 0 Page, Technical Manual 
T h i s brochure, for the A rch i tec t and Engineer, is in tended to pro­
v ide in fo rmat ion on precast hayd i t e concrete s t ruc tu ra l members, 
both convent iona l ly re in forced and prestressed, wh ich are avai l ­
able f r om T h e Car te r -Wate rs Co rpo ra t i on . 

Inc luded are load ing tables t yp i ca l deta i ls , suggested s t ructura l 
systems and suggestions to the designer to assist i n the layout, 
design and speci f icat ion of s t ructures using these products. 

Y o u r copy w i l l be de l ivered soon by a Car ter -Waters representa­
t ive. Please let us know by phone or letter i f y o u do not receive 
a copy. 

C A R T E R - W A T E R S 

Phone G R a n d 1-2570 2440 P e n n w a y 

1 1 • o n X • o 
Double Inverted Channel L _ l Piling 

Tee Beams Tee Beams Slobs 1 Beams Bridge Beams 
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SOUND REDUCTK 

Prepared by BUILDEX, INC. 
Phone CHerry 2-2177, OTTAWA, KANSAS 

Page Twenty-seven 



Ze HIAWATHA '̂̂ ^ 
LAWRENCE BROTHERS, INC. 

soss 

( as 

* NORTON H 

A.P.W. C O L O N I A L 

IN CONTRACT BUILDERS' HARDWARE 

. . . . AT YOUR SERVICE 
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X d -
± d 

. . . on ever y 

continent 

blattorjefhas won its 

position of unparalled 

renown because of 

successful exposures throughout 

the world under every 

possible climatic condition 

ftVOlD THE U 

D E V O E O F K A N S A S C I T Y , I N C . 

S T E R L I N G R O N A I E N T E R P R I S E S 

CONSULTANT TO THE ARCHITECTURAL FIELD 

IN SPECIALIZED PERFORMANCE TYPE COATINGS 

W . Blvd. Phone VI 2-5672 




