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Architect: Manuel Morris. Robert E. Sixta, Associate. Contractor: Sharp Bros. Contracting Co. 

Precast Prestressed 
Haydite Concrete 
Strwctwral Members 

The roof over the gym and swimming pool of the new Jewish 
Community Center at 83rd and Troost is precast, prestressed, 
Haydite concrete double T slabs. 

Twenty two of these slabs are 67'-6" long and 28 of them are 
49'-6" long. The underneath side of the slabs will be left exposed 
to form an attractive and economical ceiling. 
This is another example of fast, durable, economical and attractive 
construction with precast, prestressed Haydite concrete structural 
members. 

.f you would <l.e . o r e f ™ " ™ ^ ^ - ™ " ^ 
informotion obou. Precast CARTER "WATERS 
and Prestressed Haydite 
Concrete, call 8 MIS S O u R 

2440 Pcnnway Phone GRond 1-2570 
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Best in Leading Institutions! 

Vinyl-Rich^ 

* T a b r o n 
^ A N D 

* ^ E R I V I O N 

THEALLERTOM HOTEL-Chicago, III. 
Frank M. Oownes. General Manager. 
Fabron used extensively for everlast­
ing beauty in this lOOO-room hotel. 

Fabric-supported 

Pure-Vinyl, 
Wall Coverings 

• Beautiful and contemporary 
decorating effects 

» Glass-like washability 

• Ultimate colorfastness 
« Positive plaster-crack protection 
• Fire safety 

• Superlative resistance to 
abrasion and impact damages 

• Record-breaking durability 

• Low initial cost and maximum 
long-term economy 

Distributed by 

1207 West n t h St. 

Kansas City 1, Mo. 

Phone BA 1-1322 

CRERT UIESTERR 

P A I N T S 
M A N U F A C T U R E D B Y F R E D E R I C B L A N K & C O M P A N Y , I N C 
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You're in Good Company When You Specify 

o v a w a Movable Partitions 

Mova-wall's outstanding characteristics o f economy and versatility are making 
it the choice of leading architects. 

Here are a few recent installations: 

Atomic Energy Commission 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Boeing Aircraft 
Wichita. Kansas 

General Services Administration 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Duke University 
Durham, North CaroMna 

Monsanto Chemical Co. 
St. Louis, Missouri 

International Shoe Co. 
St. Louis, Missouri , 

Southwestern Bell Telephone 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Lee Rubber & Tire Corp. 
Conshohocken, Penna. 

Hertz Rent-A Car 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Arthur Young & Co. 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Schlitz Brewing Company 
Tampa, Florida 

Gel the facts on how Mova-wall's simplicity of design and fewer parts result in lower costs. 
Discover Mova-wall's versatility . . . any color or finish is available . . . or partitions may 
be painted after installation to harmonize with existing color schemes!Call or write today! 

Manufactured and distributed 
rialionally by 

S T . L O U I S 3. M O . 
2814 Locust Street 

FRanklin 1-1776 

C O M P A N Y , I n c . 
C I T Y 30, M O . # 
F.. 8Sth St. * 

KANSAS C I T Y 30, M O 
3007 E . 8Sth St. 
EMerson 3-1385 

W I C H I T A 2, KANSAS 
125 North Mosley 
A.Mherst 5-3186 
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THE A I A 
T H R O U G H O T H E R S ' EYES 

The following article appeared in PPG Pro­
ducts, the publication of the Pittsburgh Glass 
Company. It is sometimes interesting to see 
how we appear to others, and this story gives 
AIA members such an opportunity. The 
several references to KC/80 make the 
material even more appropriate for SKY­
LINES. 

Whi l e f i re marshals a n d spectators looked on , a neat ly dressed techn ic ian 
recently set f i re to a school in Southern Ca l i fo rn ia . In Toledo, O h i o , po l ice 
ha l ted t ra f f i c as a m a z e d ci t izens, wa tched trucks deposit t rees, sh rubs , 
sw ings a n d slides on the m a i n d o w n t o w n bou leva rd . In Kansas C i ty , 
Mo . , a c r o w d of shoppers pressed a round a p late glass w i n d o w to v i e w 
a mode l wh ich showed h o w the i r c i ty m igh t look in the year 1980. 

These seemingly un re la ted incidents hod one th ing in c o m m o n . They 
gave the genera l pub l i c a f i rs t h a n d look at The Amer i can Inst i tute o f 
Archi tects in ac t ion . De l ibera te ly sett ing f i re to on a b a n d o n e d school in 
Ca l i f o rn ia supp l ied i m p o r t a n t f i e l d test da ta for A lA 's current i nves t iga ­
t ion dea l i ng w i t h school safe ty . This i n fo rma t i on was supp lemen ted b y 
research w o r k , reg iona l conferences, and a na t iona l seminar in W a s h i n g ­
t o n , D. C. 

John Nob le Richards, A I A President, was a p r ime mover b e h i n d the 
Toledo episode . . . the w i d e l y pub l ic ized ins ta l la t ion of a t e m p o r a r y 
m o l l in the heart o f the d o w n t o w n shopp ing distr ict in this n o r t h w e s t e r n 
Oh io c i ty. In Kansas Ci ty , the local Chapter of the A IA dona ted a p p r o x i ­
ma te l y 3,000 man hours of its t ime to a redeve lopment study f o r the c i ty . 

Page Five 



K n o w n as KC/ 80, the u rban redeve lopmen t survey showed w h a t could be 
ach ieved in the d o w n t o w n a rea by 1980. 

W h i l e much of the A I A work is more scho lar ly , technical a n d of ten un­
hera lded , the above episodes tend to underscore the e x p a n d i n g role that 
archi tecture a n d architects are p l a y i n g in Amer ica 's civic a n d economic 
l i fe . This cu l tura l rev iva l of arch i tecture is due largely to the un i f y ing 
inf luence of The Amer ican Inst i tute of Archi tects, a combined professional 
a n d t rade associat ion. Cer ta in ly , the archi tect d id not a l w a y s en joy this 
professional status. 

A century ago archi tecture w a s at a l ow ebb ! A Chicago architect was 
h i red for $2 per d a y to d r a w p lans fo r bu i lders , wh i l e the w i f e of a 
Ph i lade lph ia architect o f fe red m i l l i ne ry fo r sale to supplement the f a m i l y 
income. Even the capi to l in W a s h i n g t o n , D. C , wh i le exper t l y executed, 
w a s not architect des igned. Rather, it w a s the work of Dr. W i l l i a m Thorn­
t on , a physic ian by profession bu t a des igner a n d bu i lder by avocat ion. 
Even the f o rma t i on of a profess ional associat ion (the beg inn ing of AIA) 
by 13 New York architects in 1857 p r o v i d e d l i t t le respite, since in its early 
years the A IA func t ioned l ike an exclus ive gent lemen's club w i t h mem­
bership " b y inv i ta t ion on l y . " 

L imited by its ear l y membersh ip pol ic ies a n d re tarded by the depression 
of the 1930's, the A I A h a d g a r n e r e d on ly 3,200 members by 1942. 
Despite its size, however , the inst i tute w a s bu i l t on bedrock. Its objectives 
w e r e consistent w i t h the best interests of the profession a n d a m o n g its 
accompl ishments w a s the f o u n d i n g of the f i rs t archi tectura l school at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1868. Through the years it also 
h a d bat t led successfully in m a n y states fo r establ ishment of examinat ions 
a n d l icensing of architects, yet it w a s hand i capped at t imes by the claim 
tha t it was "no t t ru ly representat ive of the pro fess ion. " 

In 1942 factors we re at wo rk w h i c h w o u l d rad ica l ly t rans fo rm the 85-
year -o ld o rgan i za t i on . Changes in A I A membersh ip pol icy, the postwar 
b u i l d i n g boom, plus the g r o w i n g desire a m o n g most architects fo r pro­
fess ional status were g a i n i n g m o m e n t u m a n d by this t ime (1942) the 
A I A had put teeth in the w o r d pro fess iona l ism. It hod succeeded in 
sett ing up a strict code of p ro fess iona l ethics and o f fe red gu idance on 
such matters as arch i tectura l compe t i t i on . The code of ethics, among 
o ther th ings, e l im ina ted such pract ices as p r o v i d i n g f ree sketches, unfa i r 
compet i t ion w i t h other architects or d e r i v i n g income f rom a bu i l d i ng other 
t h a n that f i xed by the profess ional fee . Thus the A IA not on ly safe­
g u a r d e d the genera l publ ic bu t the profession as w e l l . W i th these 
tang ib le benefi ts emerg ing , A I A q u a d r u p l e d its membersh ip between 
1942-1959. The roster n o w exceeds 13,000 a n d it is still g r o w i n g . 

N a t i o n a l headquar ters of the A I A is located in the Oc ta tgon , historic 
home of President Mad ison , w h i c h w a s purchased in 1900 a n d restored. 
Here, w i t h i n three blocks of the Wh i te House, a profess ional staf f of 60 
persons headed by Executive Director Edmund R. Purves translates 
A I A policies into act ion. Serv ing the archi tect is a t ru l y monumenta l 
task f o r this range of au tho r i t y a n d responsib i l i ty covers a brood 
spect rum. As the p lanner , des igner a n d supervisor of bu i l d i ng construc-
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t ion the architect has a stake in cu l tu ra l , eng inee r ing , l e g a l , f i n a n c i a l , 
publ ic relat ions a n d o ther d iverse aspects of the construct ion i ndus t r y . 

In o rder to ma in ta i n l ia ison w i t h a l l these facets of the i ndus t r y , A I A 
has establ ished jo int commit tees w i t h key t rade associat ions, such as 
Producers' Council (an o r g a n i z a t i o n of bu i l d ing mater ia l m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
f o u n d e d in 1923 by A I A ) , Associated Genera l Contractors, Eng ineers ' 
Joint Counci l , N a t i o n a l Assoc iat ion of Home Bui lders, etc. In a l l the A I A 
staf f , its off icers a n d di rectors serve on a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 0 commi t t ees , 
in te rna l a n d ex te rna l , na t i ona l a n d local , dea l ing with the arch i tect 's 
interests a n d act iv i t ies. F indings of these commit tees, leg is la t ive e f f o r t s , 
A lA-sponsored col lege research w o r k . Bui ld ing Type Reference Gu ides 
and other v i ta l i n f o r m a t i o n is re layed to members through the M e m o , a 
t imely news bu l le t in , a n d the A I A Jou rna l , o f f i co l month ly m a g a z i n e o f 
the inst i tute. I n f o rma t i on also is d ispensed th rough p rog rams d e v e l o p e d 
for the 130 chapters a n d by speakers at the 13 reg iona l and the n a t i o n a l 
Convent ions. 

A n archi tect not on l y must keep abreast of the new deve lopmen ts re­
la t ing to p l a n n i n g , des ign , mate r ia l s , technical a n d mechanica l phases of 
his w o r k , he also must learn to opera te e f f ic ient ly as a b u s i n e s s m a n . 
Whi le he supervises fo r his cl ients near ly 20 b i l l ion dol lars w o r t h of con­
struction work a n n u a l l y , the archi tect is basical ly a small b u s i n e s s m a n . 
Of the near ly 10,000 a rch i tec tu ra l off ices in the country m o r e t h a n h a l f 
hove on ly two emp loyes . To assist h im in his business o p e r a t i o n s , A I A 
publ ishes its " H a n d b o o k of Arch i tec tu ra l Pract ice," a great m a n y con-
t roc turo l documents a n d other essential ma te r ia l dea l ing w i t h o f f i ce 
pract ice. By assist ing the archi tect in the o rgan iza t i on of the " m e c h a n i c s , " 
the A I A helps f ree his t ime fo r the v i t a l wo rk of p lann ing a n d d e s i g n . 

To the architect p l a n n i n g a n d des ign represent f a r more than just m a k i n g 
d r a w i n g s fo r b luepr in ts a n d seeing tha t they are p roper l y f o l l o w e d . 
They represent t h o r o u g h research a n d considerat ion of the scope of each 
i n d i v i d u a l project. 

To beg in w i t h the archi tect must t ho rough l y study the na tu ra l a n d h u m a n 
enr i ronment—the l and a n d the people—for wh ich he plans a n d des igns . 
The soi l , the terra in a n d the c l imate d i f f e r f r om one commun i t y to a n o t h e r . 
So do the tastes, t rad i t i ons a n d asp i ra t ions of people. A g o o d b u i l d i n g 
takes account of a l l these i n d i v i d u a l characterist ics. 

The archi tect must be t h o r o u g h l y acqua in ted w i t h the func t ion the b u i l d ­
ing must serve. This requi res s tudy, research a n d close c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
w i t h the cl ient. 

If he is to design a school the archi tect must consider t e a c h i n g m e t h o d s 
O S w e l l as the n u m b e r of students the bu i l d ing w i l l house. N o t w o 
school systems in A m e r i c a teach in exact ly the some w a y . S e e m i n g l y 
minor d i f ferences create subs tan t ia l va r ia t ions in bu i ld ings. In p l a n n i n g 
a la rge apa r tmen t b u i l d i n g the archi tect must k n o w the g e n e r a l a g e , 
habi ts anci needs of the po ten t ia l tenants a n d the re la t ionsh ip b e t w e e n 
income a n d rent in tha t pa r t i cu la r a rea . If he is commiss ioned to p l a n a 
fac tory bu i l d i ng he must f i n d out h o w the product is to be m a d e a n d 
hand led . 
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In short, before he can do a good job of p l a n n i n g a bu i l d i ng the architect 
mus t know exact ly w h a t w i l l h a p p e n ins ide. This enables h im not only 
to heed the wishes of his c l ient , bu t to de termine how the b u i l d i n g -
be it a house, on of f ice b u i l d i n g , a school , a church or a commerc ia l 
bu i ld ing—con fu l f i l l its func t ion most e f f i c ien t l y and economica l ly . 

The insti tute, th rough its p r o g r a m s of pub l i c relat ions a n d a w a r d s , pro­
v ides recognit ion fo r those w h o most esthet ico l ly a n d e f f i c ien t ly accom­
p l ish these object ives. The N o t i o n a l Honor A w a r d s , f o r examp le , at t ract 
m o r e than 300 entr ies each sp r i ng . W i n n i n g designs receive w i d e 
pub l ic i ty in no t iona l arch i tec tura l magaz ines . . . as w e l l as in scores 
of reg iona l publ icat ions. The A I A admin is te rs other compet i t i ve a w a r d s , 
scholarship p rog rams, technical l i te ra tu re compet i t ions a n d honors the 
achievements of a l l ied craf ts. 

The Gold M e d a l , highest honor the A I A con bestow, a n d the admission 
o f fe l lows ore t w o of the most coveted symbols of recogni t ion a d m i n ­
is tered by the inst i tute. To do te 26 g o l d meda ls have been a w a r d e d for 
ou ts tand ing contr ibut ions to the pro fess ion. Advancemen t to the Col lege 
of Fellows is a s ignal honor reserved fo r ou ts tand ing ach ievement in 
d e s i g n , educat ion or publ ic service, w i t h a l l candidates nom ina ted only 
b y their associates. Current ly less t h a n f i ve per cent of the membersh ip 
ho lds the coveted FAIA t i t le. 

Since professional ethics f o r b i d i n d i v i d u a l adver t i s ing but encourages 
civ ic and publ ic service the A I A gives a m i g h t y publ ic re lat ions assist 
to chapters a n d ind iv idua ls . " A School f o r J o h n n y " a n d " A Place to 
W o r s h i p " are typ ica l of va r ious f i lms des igned to educate the laymen 
to arch i tectura l needs. Dozens of A I A book le ts supplement the f i l m pro­
g r a m end a comprehensive m a n u a l on "Successful O r g a n i z a t i o n " out­
l ines every sal ient fea ture of good chapter p l a n n i n g , f r o m o rgan i z i ng a 
p r o g r a m to es t imat ing consumpt ion at a cocktai l pa r t y . 

The b road object ive of a l l these publ ic re la t ions tools supp l ied by the 
inst i tu te is to a i d a n d encourage archi tects to p lunge into the l i fe o f the 
communi t ies . This they have done a n d o re do i ng w i t h ever increasing 
v i g o r . The episodes ment ioned ear l ie r d e a l i n g w i t h vo lun ta ry cont r ibu­
t ions by architects to u rban redeve lopmen t in Toledo a n d Kansas City 
a r e not isolated examples . S imi la r cont r ibu t ions hove been m o d e by 
A I A chapters in Little Rock, Louisvi l le, Nashv i l l e , Detroit , Houston, etc. 

Y o u also f i n d i nd i v i dua l architects e v e r y w h e r e ta l k i ng abou t a better 
h u m a n env i ronment in the service c lubs, va r ious civic o rgan iza t ions , on 
c i t izens ' commit tees and gove rnmen t boa rds . In Bal t imore, fo r examp le , 
seven members of the A I A chapter ho ld impor tan t mun ic ipa l a n d civic 
posts. 

E lsewhere architects, l ike men in most professions, o rgan ize to protect 
t he i r professional status a n d str ive w i t h i n the A I A for even h igher ethical 
a n d professional s tandards . In Ca l i f o rn i a a n d M o n t a n a they hove 
m a p p e d po l i t ica l p rog rams to he lp w i n the unders tand ing a n d suppor t 
o f t h e legislatures. It was l a rge l y t h r o u g h the un t i r ing ef for ts o f the 
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Phi lade lph ia chapter tha t the controvers ia l p rob lem of cu r ta in w a l l 
construct ion in tha t city w a s f i n a l l y resolved, a f te r f i ve years, in to l a w 
as an a m e n d m e n t to the b u i l d i n g code. This achievement places Phi la­
de lph ia In a compet i t i ve pos i t ion w i t h a l l other large m e t r o p o l i t a n 
centers in the use of m o d e r n w a l l construct ion by industry a n d commerce . 

Looking to the f u t u r e of bo th the profession a n d the inst i tute, the A I A 
takes a close personal interest in students and newcomers. M a i n t a i n i n g 
h igh student mora le is i m p o r t a n t since the t ra in ing per iod is long a n d 
r igorous. It requires f i ve years of col lege, a three-year app ren t i cesh ip 
a n d then a stif f state e x a m i n a t i o n to become a registered arch i tect . 
Smal l wonde r , in v i e w of th is , tha t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 per cent o f a l l 
arch i tectura l students " d r o p o u t " before g r a d u a t i o n . 

To st imulate interest in these f o r m a t i v e years , an Associat ion of Student 
Chapters, A IA , w a s f o r m e d to coincide w i t h the nat iona l , r eg iona l a n d 
chapter act iv i t ies. The a n n u a l p r o g r a m h igh l igh t is a student f o r u m he ld 
each November in the Oc tagon . For g raduates a comprehensive archi tect -
in - t ra in ing p r o g r a m has been dev ised by A I A to insure a w e l l - r o u n d e d 
apprent icesh ip (s im i la r to med ica l in ternship) . The employer records the 
hours spent on va r ious phases of w o r k in an A IA log book. A chap te r 
counsel lor then double-checks progress per iod ica l ly w i th the t r a i nee . 

To assure h igh academic s tandards the A I A works closely w i t h the 
No t iona l Arch i tec tura l Acc red i t i ng Board Study (wh ich it he lped f o u n d ) . 
A I A also was ins t rumenta l in dev is ing on ap t i t ude test for " s c r e e n i n g " 
prospect ive students. A t present the colleges are g r a d u a t i n g a b o u t 
1,500 students per yea r , a g o o d omen fo r both the A IA and the A m e r i c a n 
construct ion industry . 

This al truist ic a t t i t ude of today 's architects is not l imi ted to educa t i on 
a n d t ra in ing w i t h i n the pro fess ion. Their concern turns inc reas ing ly 
f r o m the i nd i v i dua l b u i l d i n g to the to ta l env i ronment . Arch i tec ts fee l 
tha t the appearance a n d ef f ic iency of Amer i can cities a r e more 
commensurate to our h igh s tanda rd of ci t izenship and cu l tu re . A I A 
members are constant ly seek ing publ ic suppor t for p rov id i ng the A m e r i ­
can people w i t h a bet ter a n d more beaut i fu l env i ronment . As A I A Past 
President John Nob le Richards repeated ly sa id : 

" I t is not enough tha t our cities a n d suburbs keep g r o w i n g a n d e x p a n d ­
ing . It is v i ta l t ha t they also be beau t i fu l a n d l iveable . Unless w e 
o rgan ize our space w e m a y be su f focated in a morass of ug l iness, noise 
a n d confusion fo r , if democracy fa i ls to p rov ide fo r its cit izens a g o o d 
l i fe in a heal thy e n v i r o n m e n t , democracy w i l l have f a i l e d . " 

Basical ly, the ent i re a rch i tec tu ra l profession a l r eady has c o n t r i b u t e d 
g rea t l y to the revo lu t i on in our 20th century env i ronment . Arch i tec ts 
hove reshaped the face of ou r cities w i t h porks, p lazas a n d mo l l s , 
des igned the b e a u t i f u l , e f f i c ien t off ices in wh ich w e w o r k , supp l i ed 
we l l - p l anned schools tha t m o k e lea rn ing easier a n d more p leasan t f o r 
our ch i ldren and hove conceived modern homes that cont r ibu te to f a m i l y 
h a r m o n y a n d r e l axa t i on . Their cont inued g r o w t h a n d in f luence g i v e 
promise of a Go lden A g e of Amer i can Archi tecture a h e a d . 
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1961 CONVENTION PLANS 
FROM PHILADELPHIA 

A command pe r f o rmance of the Ph i lade lph ia Orchestra, 
a m idn igh t bu f f e t a t the venerab le Bel levue-Stratford 
Hotel , a v is i t to W in te r thu r ' s 100 rooms, vespers in 
co lon ia l St. Peter's Church , theatre at Playhouse-in,-the-
Park, cocktai ls a t the Frank l in Institute, a p r i va te dinner 
in the "Ci ty of Homes"—these might be h igh l ights f rom 
a Ph i lade lph ian 's social ca lendar fo r a l i fe t ime. 

In fac t , they a re some of the events A I A members w i l l 
be ab le to en joy a l l in one w o n d e r f u l week in Phila­
de lph ia next A p r i l . 

The occasion w i l l be the 1961 Convent ion of the Amer ican 
Institute of Arch i tects ; the events h igh l igh t a p rogram 
p lanned by a Host Chap te r Commit tee de te rm ined to set 
records fo r fo res ightedness a n d good host -manship . 

Delegates to this year 's San Francisco Convent ion found 
the Ph i lade lph ians a r m e d not on ly w i t h notepads, but 
w i t h reservat ion b lanks fo r next Apr i l ' s Host Chapter 
Events. 

The heaviest d e m a n d to da te is fo r tickets to the biggest 
event—a special concert by the w o r l d - f a m o u s Philadel­
ph ia Orchestra w i t h Eugene O r m a n d y conduct ing . A 
par t i cu la r a t t rac t i on to architects is the sett ing—the cen­
tu ry -o ld A c a d e m y of Music , new ly re furb ished wi thout 
a l te ra t ion to its l egenda ry acoustics. A bu f f e t -ba l l w i l l 
f o l l ow at the Be l levue-St ra t fo rd Hotel. Both w i l l take 
place on Tuesday of the Convent ion Week. 

A new a p p r o a c h marks the open ing of Convent ion 
Week. Sunday , A p r i l 23 is set aside as a d a y fo r reflec­
t ion a n d consecrat ion in the ha l l owed envi rons of 
Independence Ha l l . Before Monday ' s busy pace begins, 
delegates m a y a t t end an a f te rnoon w o r s h i p service at 
Historic Christ Church , hear vespers sung by O l d St. Peter's 
Church Boys' Choi r , a n d share bu f fe t supper at Glor ia 
Dei, Ph i lade lph ia 's oldest (1700) church. A tour between 
services w i l l encompass Independence N a t i o n a l Historical 
Park a n d nea rby "Society H i l l , " the Colon ia l resident ial 
area now be ing redeve loped in the un ique Phi ladelphia 
manner . A commi t tee headed by Roy F. Larson is 
responsible fo r this i nsp i r i ng p reamble to the week's 
w o r k . 
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I N T H E S H A D O W O F 
I N D E P E N D E N C E HALL, 
SYMBOL OF THE 1961 
A . L A . C O N V E N T I O N , 
HOST CHAPTER STEER­
ING C O M M I T T E E MEM­
BERS CHARLES E. PETER-
S O N , BERYL P R I C E , 
CHAIRMAN, HERBERT H. 
S W I N B U R N E , A N D 
HARRY W. PESCHEL DIS­
CUSS PLANS TO MAKE 
THE W E E K OF A P R I L 
23RD IN PHILADELPHIA 
THE BIGGEST AND BEST 
ONE YET FOR THE NA­
TION'S ARCHITECTS. A 
C O M M A N D P E R F O R M ­
A N C E O F THE PHIL-A-
DELPHIA O R C H E S T R A 
A N D T O U R S O F 
COLONIAL P H I L A D E L ­
P H I A ' S H I S T O R I C 
SHRINES ARE ALREADY 
O N THE AGENDA. THE 
STATUE IN THE BACK­
G R O U N D IS C O M M O ­
DORE lOHN BARRY. 

\if' 

The Phi lade lph ians are eager to moke the journey as 
a t t rac t ive to wives as to the i r arch i tect -husbands. Chances 
of success ore g o o d , w i t h tours scheduled to t w o f a b l e d 
duPont showplaces: L o n g w o o d Gardens , w i t h its f o u n t a i n 
d isp lays , a n d the Henry F. duPon t Win te r thu r Museum, 
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" largest a n d richest assemblage of Amer i can decorat ive 
arts ever b r o u g h t toge ther . " Wives w i l l also be favored 
w i t h a special p e r f o r m a n c e a t the city's Ployhouse-in-
the-Pork, a tea fo r art ists in the gal ler ies of the 
Pennsylvania A c a d e m y of Fine Arts, a n d a junket to the 
qua in t shops of N e w Hope in Bucks County . 

These ore me re l y h igh l i gh ts of the Host Chapter Pro­
g r a m . A d d to them a cocktai l pa r t y a t the unique 
Frankl in Inst i tute, a r r a n g e d by Ar thur B. Wh i te and 
commit tee; a w h o l e a r r a y of special ized archi tectural 
tours, p lot ted by Ben jamin S. Linfoot a n d commit tee, 
a n d the t r a d i t i o n a l a l u m n i luncheons, p lanned w i t h a 
special f l a i r b y M ichae l P. Morcel l i a n d commit tee. 
Thanks to the energet ic e f fo r t s of A l f r ed Clouss and his 
hospi ta l i ty commi t tee , " a t h o m e " cocktai l a n d dinner 
inv i tat ions have a l r e a d y been extended to convent ion­
eers by hundreds of archi tects, clients, a n d civic leaders. 

Conven t ion -m inded A I A members ore reminded that 
most Host Chapter events ore open on ly to t icket-holders, 
a n d that no t icket supp l y is endless. A postcard to the 
Ph i lade lph ia Chapte r , A I A , 2400 Archi tects Bu i ld ing, 
Ph i lade lph ia 3, w i l l b r i n g a complete p r o g r a m w i th 
reservat ion b l a n k . 

"WE WERE COLD" 
For Y o u r Enjoyment C o u r t e s y P o m o n a Tile M a n u l a c l u r m g , C o 
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S C H E D U L E O F UNIT C O S T S 
1915-1960 (DETROIT) 

A n n u a l l y since 1915, the Detroit Real Estate 
Board has produced a n d d is t r ibuted a schedule 
of un i t costs emp loy i ng cubical contents of 
bu i l d i ngs as the basis f o r de te rm ina t i on of 
costs. The schedule, revised as o f J a n u a r y 1 , 
1960, is presented on the f o l l o w i n g pages . 

The cost f i gu res presented are p r e s u m e d to 
represent the m i n i m u m cost a t w h i c h a f a i r l y 
good b u i l d i n g of econimic design, m a y be con­
structed under most f avo rab le c i rcumstances 
w i t h i n the Detroi t distr ict . The costs con ta in 
archi tects ' fees, contractors ' prof i ts a n d a l l 
genera l i tems of construct ion a n d e q u i p m e n t 
i nc lud ing p l u m b i n g a n d heat ing systems, e le­
va to rs , inc inerators, re f r igera t ing systems, etc. 
F inanc ing costs, however , a re not i n c l u d e d . 

The schedule is reproduced by permiss ion o f the 
Detroi t Real Estate Board. Compar i son w i t h 
k n o w n local cost f igures m a y be of in terest . 
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C O S T PER CUBIC F O O T IN CENTS 

Aug. Aug. Feb. 1 Jan. 1 
Classification of Buildings 1915 1920 1925 1930 

FACTORIES AND W A R E H O U S E S : 
Fireproof (Under 300,000 cu. ft.) 14 .3l»/2 -23 .22 
Fireproof (Over 300,000 (11. ft.) 12«/2 -29 .22 .21 
Mill Construction 10 .22»/2 16 .15'^ 
Ordinary 09 .21 .14>/2 .13>/2 
Frame 0V^ .17 .11 .10 

STORES: 
Fireproof 23 .52 .40 .38>/2 
Ordinary 16'/2 -37'/̂  .26'/2 .25 
Flats (Above Ordinary) 22 .48»/2 -29 .27 
Ordinar>- without Basements 19 -17 

M A R K E T S : 
Ordinary without Basements 

CHLRCMES AND T H E A T R E S : 
Fireproof 18 .40t/2 .36 .35 
Ordinary 15»/2 .35 .271/2 -26 

O F F I C E BUILDINGS: 
Fireproof 30»/2 •68>/2 -52 .50. 
Ordinary 22 .48>/2 .33>/2 -̂ 2 

H O T E L S : 
Fireproof 331/2 .75>/2 -57 .56 
Ordinary 29>/2 •66>/2 .34 .31 

SCHOOLS: 
Fireproof 22 .4«>/2 .43>^ .40 

HOSPITALS: 
Fireproof 32 .72 .43V^ .45 

A L L S T E E L BUILDINGS: 
Under 20,000 cu. ft 12 .25 .14 .13 
20,000 to 100,000 cu. ft 08 .18 .12 .lO'/z 
Over 100,000 cu. ft 06»4 14 .10 .09 

APARTMENTS: 
Fireproof 35 .78 .521/2 -50 
Protected 29^A MV2 .46 .45 
Brick (Ordinary) 28 .63 .32 .29 
Brick (Veneer) 24 .54 .30 .28 

RESIDENCES: 
Brick (with 12" basement v%alh 30>^ .68»/2 -l^V^ 
Brick (I Slory with 8" Basement walls) not over 18.000 ru. ft 
Brick (Veneer or Stucco) 24 .54 .32'/2 •30>/2 
Brick (Veneer or Stucco) 1 Story 
Brick (Veneer or Stucco) 1-Story not over 18,000 cu. ft 
Frame 21»;̂  .48V4 .26»/2 -24 
Frame (Not over 25,000 cu. ft.) 20 
Frame (1 to 1>4 Stories) not over 18,000 tu. ft - — 
Cinder Concrete Block 39 ^7 
Cinder Concrete Block (1-Story not over 18,000 cu. ft.) 

GARAGES: 
Gas and Service Station 

Mill Construction 

Frame -
SHEDS W I T H O U T H E A T : 

Enclosed Without Floor (Frame) 
Enclosed (Frame) 
Enclosed (Ordinary Construction) 
Enclosed Without Floor (Ordinary Construction) 
Enclosed (All .Steel) 
Enclosed Without Floor (All Steel) 
Open Shelter (Frame Construction) 

.30 .23 .23 
.20 .15 .i3y2 
.17 •13'/2 .13 
.14 .10 m 
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an. 1 Jan . 1 Jan. 1 J a n . 1 J a n . 1 J a n . 1 Jan . 1 Jan. 1 J a n . 1 J a n . 1 
1932 1933 1935 1936 1937 1938 1940 1941 1942 1943 

.15 .14 .I6I/2 .19 .211/2 .23 .25 .28 .30 .31 

.141/2 .121/2 .15 .17 .20 .21 .23 .23 .26 .271/2 

.11 .10 .12 .14 .16 .17 .16 .17 .I8I/2 .20 

.091/2 .081^ .10 .111/2 .13 .11 .131/2 .16 AVA .19 

.07 .07 .081/2 .10 .11 .10 .09 .12 .14 .15 

.291/2 .26 .31 .351/2 .39 .12 .42 .46 .50 .53 

.19 .I6I/2 .21 .24 .261/^ .22 .26 .29' .31 .34 

.21 .181/2 .22 .25 .28 •251/2 .241/2 .271/2 .29 VJ .33 

.14 .12 IS .17 .19 .16 .17 .20 .22 .21 

.13 .141/4 .16 .18 

.26 .221/2 .27 .31 .35 .38 .42 .30 .54 .56 

.191/2 .I8I/2 .22 .25 .28 .31 .30 .33 .38 .42 

.371/2 .321^ .39 .441/2 .50 .55 .54 .59 .M .67 

.24 .211/2 .261/2 .30 .331/2 .36 .32 .371/, .40 .431/2 

.42 .371/2 .45 .52 .38 .60 .59 .64 .72 

.24 .211/2 .261/4 .30 ..51 .34 .32 .371/2 .10 .45 

.30 .27 .33 .38 .421/4 .451/21 .45 .50 .31 .56 

.32 •27% .331/2 •381/2 .13 .60 .60 .66 .711/^ .721/4 

11 .10 .12 .11 .16 .17 .11 .15 .16 .I6I/2 
10 .09 •101/2 .12 .13 .14 .12 .14 .151/2 .16 
07 .O6I/2 .0714 .O8I/2 .091/2 .10 .10 .111/2 •m .13 

371/2 ..M .11 .17 .52 .55 .55 .591/2 .fit .67 
34 .30 .36 .41 .46 .48 .451/2 .501/2 .55 .57 
23 .22 .261/2 ..•U) .331/2 .44 .36 .41 .441/2 .47 
22 .21 .251/2 .28 3 1 .31 .251/2 .31 .34 .361/2 

331/2 .251/2 .31 .34 .38 .36 .32 .36 .10 •451/2 

23 .221/2 .25 .27 .30 .30 .271/4 .311/2 .35 .37 
.231/2 .30 .33 .36 

| l 9 .19 .23 .26 .24 .19 .25 .28 .31 
15 .14 .17 .19 .21 .21 .18 .23 .24 .30 

>8 .221/2 .27 .31 .35 .35 .30 .34 .38 .42 

.211/2 •26V2 .30 .34 .36 .35 .421/2 .45 .48 
17 .15^/2 .18 .21 .231/2 .25 .25 .28 .30 .31 
11 .10 .12 .14 .16 .171/2 .15 .18 .19 .21 
0 .09 •101^ .12 .13 .14 .131/4 .15 .16 .17 
17 .061^ .08 .09 .10 .11 .O8I/2 .101/2 .11 .12 

41/2 .04 .05 .051/2 .06 .051/2 .05 .IK. .061/2 .07 
)6 .05 .06V^ .07 .08 .08 .07 .08 .09 .10 
191/4 .09 .101/2 .12 .13 .11 .10 .111/2 .121/2 .14 
9 .08 .10 .1114 .121/4 .13 .09 .10 .11 .12 
4'/2 .04 .05 .051/2 .06 .07 .06 .07 .071/2 .08 
31/2 .031/4 .04 .041/^ .03 .06 .05 .(16 .06M .07 
3 .03 .031,^ .04 .03 .041/4 .041/2 .03 .051/4 .06 

J a n . 1 
1944 

.32 

.281/2 

.21 

.20 

.15^4 

.55 

.36 

.35 

.25 

.19 

.58 

.44 

.69 

.46 

.74 

.471/2 

.58 

.74H 

.171/2 

.17 

.14 

.691/2 

.59 

.493/4 

.38 

.46 

.36 

.37 

.35 ' 

.32 

.31 

.43 

.34 

.32 

.22 

.18 

.121/2 

.071/2 

.101/2 
.15 
.13 
.09 
.08 
.07 
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C O S T PER CUBIC F O O T IN CENTS 

J a n . 1 Jan . 1 Jan. 1 Jan . 1 J a n . I J a n . 1 J a n . 1 J a n . I Jan . 1 
1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

MV2 .35 .411/2 .15 .19 .50 .53 .55 .59 .62 .64 

.31 .32 .38 .11 .45 .46 .48 V 4 .501^ .541/2 .58 .60 

.23 .:M .27 .,̂ 1 .331/2 .321/2 .35 .36 .38 .10 .41 

•21'/2 .22 .241/2 .28 ..30 .291/2 .32 .33 .35 .36 .37 
•n« /2 .18 .21 .21 •261/2 .26 .281/2 .293/, .31 .31 .31 

.59 .60 .671/2 .71 .80 .81 .85 •88I/2 .95 1.01 1.04 

:M) ..391/2 .44 .50 .51 ..53 .57 .59 .62 .64 .65 
.40 .451/2 ,.56 .55 .59 .61 .61 .66 .67 

:2h •26'/2 .30 ,:;t :M ..361/2 .,19 .10 .12 .11 .45 

•2OV2 .21 .25 ,:.'8 .30 .291/2 •311/2 .321/2 .31 .36 .37 

.63 .641/2 .72 .75 ,81 .82 .87 .903/, .95 .99 1.02 
AH .49 .55 ,(.0 ,05 .61 6<; .71 .741/2 .76 .77 

•743/4 .75 .85 .95 1.03 1.04 1.10 1.1414 1.22 1.27 1.31 
.50 .52 .59 .67 .72 .71 .77 .80 .84 .85 .86 

.80 ,82 .92 .99 1.07 1.08 1.15 1.191/2 1.27 1.33 1.37 

.513/4 .5.5 .581/2 .(.6 .71 .691/2 .75 .78 .82 .84 .85 

.63 •641/2 .73 ,1(2 ,89 ,90 .95Vi ,99 1.05 1.09 1.12 

.8034 ,82 •88I/2 ,98 1.06 1.07 1.14 1.181^ 1.26 1.32 1.36 

.19 .191/^ .22 .241/2 .261/2 .27 .29 „io .32 ..33 .34 

.18% .19 •211/2 .24 .26 .261/2 .27 .28 .30 .3 ! .32 

.15 .16 .18 .20 .2 m .22 •231/2 .241/2 .26 .27 • 

.75 .77 ,H7 .'̂ 6 1.04 1.05 1.12 I . I6I /2 1.24 1.29 1.33 

.61 .651/2 .70 .77 .84 .84 .89 .92 .97 1.00 1.02 
1 .56 ,62 .71 .77 .75 ,81 ,81 .88 .89 .90 

. n ,13 .18 .55 .591/2 ,58 .63 ,65 .68 .69 .70 

.50 .52 .59 ,67 .72 .71 .77 .79 .82 ,81 .85 

.39 .10 .16 .52 .50 .55 .61 .621/2 .65 ,66 .67 

.10 .42 .47 .53 „Sf. .55 591/2 .6II/2 .64 .66 .67 

.38 .11 .50 .51 .53 .571/2 .591/2 .63 ,61 .65 

.36 ,37 .11 .17 ..50 .481/2 .52 .54 .57 ,58 .58 

.31 .36 .39 .15 .19 .471/2 .51 .53 .55 .56 .56 

.16 .471/2 .51 .58 .62 .61 .M 68 .71 .73 .74 

.37 .38 .12 .47 .52 .51 .56 .58 M .62 .63 

.50 ,53 .65 .67 .72 .73 .78 HI .H6 .89 .91 

.341/2 .35 .411/2 .15 .49 .19 .52 .54 .58 .62 .64 

.24 .25 .27 .11 .34 .33 .35 .361/2 .3K .10 .41 

•19»/2 .20 .23 .26 .28 .271/2 ..iO .31 .32 .31 .3E 
.14 .15 .17 .191/2 .21 .20 .22 .23 .21 .25 .21 

.08 .0814 .10 .11 .12 .111/2 .121/2 .13 .14 .14 .14 

. I U / 2 .12 .131/2 .141/2 .151/2 .15 .16 .163/4 .171/2 .18 .li 

.16 .17 .19 .20 .211/2 .21 .22 •223/4 .24 .25 .2t 

.11 .15 .17 .181/2 .20 .19 .201/2 .21 .22 .23 .2; 

.10 .1014 .12 .13 .11 .141/2 .151/2 .16 .17 .18 .li 

.06 .10 .11 .12 .13 •131/2 .14 .141/2 .151/2 .16 .le 

.OH .O8I/2 .10 .101/2 .11 .10 .11 .11^2 .12 .12 .1: 
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J a n . 1 J a n . 1 J a n . 1 J a n . 1 J a n . 1 
1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 Classific4itionJ of Buildings 

FACrORIES AND WAREHOUSES: 
.67 .70 .72 .75 .78 Fireproof (Uodei 300,000 cu. ft.) 
.63 .6(i .68 .71 .74 Fireproof (Over 300.000 cu. fr.) 
.43 .45 .46 .48 .60 Mil l Coostruaioo 
.33 .40 .41 .42 .43 Ordinary 
.32 .33 .36 Frame 

STORES: 
1.09 1.14 1.17 1.23 1.28 Fireproof 

.68 .72 .73 .75 .77 Ordinary 

.70 .74 .75 .77 .79 Flats (Above Ordinary) 

.47 .50 .51 .n3 .64 Ordinary without Basements 
MARKETS: 

.39 .41 .42 .43 .44 Ordinary without Basements 
CHURCHES AND THEATRES: 

1.06 1.11 1.13 1.17 1.21 Fireproof 
.80 .84 .85 .87 .89 Ordinary 

OFFICE BUILDINGS: 
1.36 1.43 1.46 1.51 1.67 Fireproof 

.89 .93 .94 .96 .98 Ordinary 
HOTELS: 

1.42 1.49 1.52 1.57 1.63 Fireproof 
.88 .92 .93 .95 .97 Ordinary 

SCHOOLS: 
1.16 1.22 1.25 1.30 1.35 Fireproof 

HOSPITALS: 
1.41 1.48 1.51 1.57 1.63 Fireproof 

ALL STEEL BUILDINGS: 
.36 .38 .39 .40 .42 Under 20.000 cu. ft. 
.34 .36 .37 .38 .4(1 20.000 to 100.000 cu. ft. 
.30 .32 .33 .34 .35 Over 100.000 cu. ft. 

A P A R T M E N T S : 
1.38 1.45 1.48 1.53 1.58 Fireproof 
1.06 1.11 1.13 1.16 1.20 Protected 

.93 .97 .98 1.01 1.04 Brick (Ordinary) 

.73 .77 .78 .80 .82 Brick (Veneer) 
RESIDENCES: 

.88 .92 .93 .95 .98 Brick (with 12" basement wall) 

.70 .73 .74 .76 .78 Brick (1-Story with 8" Basement walls ) not over 18.000 cu 

.70 .73 .74 .T6 .78 Brick (Veneer or Sracco) 
Brick (Veneer or Smcco) 1-Story 

.67 .70 .71 .73 .75 Brick (Veneer or Smcco) 1-Story not over 18.000 cu. ft. 

.60 .63 .63 .64 .66 Frame 
Frame (Not over 25,000 cu. ft.) 

.58 .61 .Gl .62 .r,4 Frame (1 to 1 Stories) not over 18.000 cu. ft 

.77 .81 .S2 .84 .sr. Cinder Concrete Block 

.65 .68 .(!;- .71 .73 Cinder Concrete Block (1-Story not over 18.000 cu. ft.) 
GARAGES: 

.94 .99 1.01 1.04 1.07 Gas and Service Sntioo 

.67 .70 .72 .75 .78 Fireproof 

.43 .45 .46 .48 .r.o Mil l Construction 

.36 .38 .3i) .40 .41 Ordinary 

.26 .28 .28 .29 .30 Frame 
SHEDS WITHOUT HEAT: 

.15 .16 .16 .16 .17 Enclosed Without Floor (Frame) 

.19 .20 .20 .20 .21 Enclosed (Frame) 

.26 .28 .29 .30 .31 Enclosed (Ordinary Construaion) 

.24 .25 .26 .27 .28 Enclosed Without Floor (Ordinary Construction) 

.20 .21 .22 .23 .24 Enclosed (A l l Steel) 

.17 .18 .19 .19 .20 Enclosed Without Floor ( A l l Steel) 

.13 .14 .14 .14 .14 Open Shelter (Frame Construaion) 
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DEAR EDITOR 

The fo l l ow ing letter was car r ied in the Augus t , 1960, 
Royal Institute of British Archi tects JOURNAL under 
"Correspondence to the Edi tor . " 

W e think the wr i ter 's v iews on the archi tect 's job are 
w o r t h passing on to Amer ican architects—they certainly 
ind icate that the British des igner is capab le o f being 
aroused to a w r a t h f u l state, a n d tha t architects the 
w o r l d over seem to be faced by m a n y o f the some 
prob lems. 

Dear Sir: 

I a m just abou t sick a n d t i red of r e a d i n g o f lectures, conversat ions, 
p a p e r s be ing read , reports be ing m o d e on w h o is to do the Architect 's 
j o b . 

They all w o n t to be the Archi tect ! The civ i l engineer, the structural 
eng ineer , the heat ing engineer , the concrete engineer, the quan t i t y sur­
v e y o r , the bu i l d i ng surveyor , the p l u m b e r , the electr ic ian a n d Uncle 
Tom Cobley a n d a l l a n d , ro l led into one, they ore—the contractor. 

W h y is the profession be ing " f i f t h c o l u m n e d " into be l iev ing tha t it is 
incompetent to be the b u i l d i n g contro l ler? 

it is the only profession capab le of inco rpo ra t ing suf f ic ient know ledge 
of a l l these trades to co-ord ina te a n d contro l them into one coherent 
resu l t . 

W h a t the dev i l can the ven t i l a t i ng eng ineer do about a tanked basement 
de ta i l ? W h a t the dev i l can the q u a n t i t y surveyor do abou t the soil bear­
i n g f igures? W h a t in hades con the cont rac tor do about ba lanc ing the 
d e s i g n for heat ing a n d ven t i l a t i ng? Let the t rades stop bu l l -doz ing , bam­
b o o z l i n g , rev i l i ng , cr i t ic is ing, ca jo l i ng a n d envy ing the Architect a n d get 
o n w i t h their o w n jobs. 

Indeed, if the contractors put their o w n houses in order w e m i g h t get 
less criticism a n d scorn for our bu i l d ings , crit icism and scorn wh ich is 
a l w a y s b l a m e d on the Archi tect . 

Let the contractor stick to his o w n job a n d the Architect w i l l stick to his 
to t h e mu tua l sat isfact ion of the cl ient, because, a f ter a l l , it is on ly the 
c l ien t that counts, a n d if the cont ractor w o n t s to s w a l l o w the Architect 
i n to his greedy m o w , together w i t h a l l the other t rades that he has 
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a l ready s w a l l o w e d , then the " p a c k a g e d j o b " is secure f o r h i m on his 
terms a n d we w i l l get " b u i l d i n g Z 8 0 d " completed by—general cont ractors . 

Lay o f f Contractors! The Arch i tect has a Royal Institute w h i c h has pro­
duced the lowest pa id profess ion fo r one of the hardest of a l l q u a l i f i c a ­
t ions, a n d which a l l ows a n y uneducated Tom, Dick and Ho r r y to t r y a n d 
kick h im to dea th . 

The fau l t w i t h the Arch i tect is that he w i l l t ry to be a G e n t l e m a n in a 
Teddy Boy's w o r l d a n d everyone is t ak ing a d v a n t a g e of the fac t . So— 
Architects—this is f i g h t i n g ta lk—take o f f your bow- t ie , come f r o m beh ind 
your d r a w i n g boards , stop t a l k i n g to the contractors as if you w e r e ea t i ng 
grapes w i t h o kn i t t i ng needle a n d dr ive the invaders bock to the 
benches where they be long a n d whe re , indeed, they are so sad ly missed. 

Yours fa i t h fu l l y , 

G. H. Parry 

HEWITT MOVES UP 

John M. Hewitt, a director of the Chapter and President of the Missouri Association of 
Registered Architects, recently gained a new collar decoration—the eagles of a colonel 
in the Army reserve. In the picture Col. Ted C. Bland, commandant of the 5039th Army 
reserve school, pins the new emblem on John, center, while Lt. Col. Woodrow J. Wells, 
left, assistant commandant, reads the promotion order. 
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GOING UP! 

" A r r i b a , " shout the Spanish w h e n they w a n t to indicate 
s t rong app rova l . The w o r d means " u p , " a n d ever since 
Babe l , engineers hove expe r imen ted w i t h s tar t l ing 
methods fo r l i f t ing people mechan ica l l y . 

In 1853, Elisha Otis shocked thousands w h e n he set up 
h ig new- fang led safety " e l e v a t o r " in a huge New York 
convent ion ha l l . He rose to the ce i l ing in his machine, 
then cut the rope cable (the c r o w d gasped) w i thou t 
f a l l i n g . 

Stainless steel recently put a g l eam in the eyes of mi l l ions, 
w h e n it was used to sheath the newest a n d most st r ik ing 
e levator shaf t of a l l t ime—a shaf t bu i l t outs ide the struc-
it serves! 

It w a s in 1912, wh i l e seeking a m a t e r i a l fo r g u n barre ls , 
t ha t an Engl ishman named Har ry Brear ley cont r ibu ted to 
deve lopment of stainless steel a me ta l tha t could w i t h ­
s tand even the corrosive act ion of g u n p o w d e r . New 
types of g u n p o w d e r e l im ina ted the need fo r stainless 
in tha t app l i ca t i on , but des igners—and especial ly arch i ­
tects—have f o u n d stainless so d u r a b l e a n d at t ract ive 
tha t today the meta l f inds ever increas ing use as a w a l l 
ma te r i a l in ma jo r bu i ld ings t h roughou t the w o r l d . 

Today's modern steel-sheathed e leva tor has m o d e m a n y 
stops in its rise to impor tance . In 1857, the f i rst 
passenger e levator was insta l led in a N e w York depar t ­
men t store—and changed the ent i re concept of com­
merc ia l construct ion. N o w w i t h an a p p a r a t u s that could 
hoist people, structures m igh t be six, seven, even e ight 
stories h igh ! 

Most people don' t k n o w it, but W a l l Street p robab ly 
w o u l d n ' t be the center of the f i nanc ia l w o r l d if e levators 
h a d n ' t been invented. By the late 1 870's, it was genera l ly 
be l ieved tha t the Stock Exchange w o u l d have to move 
f r o m Wal l Street—off ice space w a s becoming increasingly 
scarce in the area's four -s to ry bu i l d i ngs , a n d there w a s 
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T H E GLEAMING S H A F T R I S I N G 
ALONGSIDE THE NEW FOUR GATE­
W A Y CENTER B U I L D I N G IN PITIS 
BURGH CONTAINS THE STRUCTURE'S 
ELEVATORS, AND PART O F THE ME­
CHANICAL EQUIPMENT. COMPLETELY 
SHEATHED IN STAINLESS STEEL, THE 
22-STORY SHAFT PROVIDES A STRIK­
ING ARCHITECTURAL A C C E N T FOR 
THE STEEL AND G L A S S CURTAIN 
WALL SYSTEM ON THE REST O F THE 
BUILDING. 

ANOTHER VIEW OF THE N E W F O U R 
G A T E W A Y C E N T E R BUILDING IN 
PITTSBURGH. THE C O R E P R O V I D E S 
THE 22-STORY BUILDING WITH UN­
OBSTRUCTED FLOOR A R E A S T O T A L ­
ING 400,000 SO. FT. 



l i t t le room left fo r hor izonta l expans ion . But the elevator 
so lved this p rob lem, fo r now ta l l bu i l d ings cou ld replace 
the short ones, a n d business cou ld e x p a n d u p w a r d s . 

The height of bu i ld ings was stil l l im i ted by the fact that 
w a l l s had to suppor t the f loo rs a n d roof . But in the 
" G a y Ninet ies, " w h e n steel f r a m e construct ion m a d e 
skyscrapers a rea l i ty , the speed a n d re l i ab i l i t y of ele­
va to rs were put to the test. Elevators rose to the occasion. 

" G o i n g u p " became a common express ion, a n d up w e n t 
bu i ld ings tha t we re the tal lest in the w o r l d . The 20-
s tory Flatiron Bu i ld ing , w o n d e r of 1902, w a s succeeded 
as champ by the W o o l w o r t h , Chrysler , then Empire 
State Bui ld ings. 

Since the construct ion of the Empire State, in 1 9 3 1 , 
compet i t ion a m o n g bui lders has changed course. Instead 
of des ign ing ever- ta l ler structures, the g o a l is now to 
des ign a b u i l d i n g as f unc t i ona l , s t rong a n d beau t i f u l as 
possible. 

Pi t tsburgh's new Four G a t e w a y Center B u i l d i n g gives a 
l i f t to a l l three pr inciples of good arch i tec ture . 

The Four G a t e w a y Center Bu i l d ing jo ins the three tower ­
i n g of f ice bu i ld ings constructed at the center e ight years 
a g o . A l l the bu i ld ings use stainless steel as the p r ime 
construct ion ma te r i a l . The n e w b u i l d i n g a lone uti l izes 
near ly a ha l f -m i l l i on pounds of the me ta l f o r mul l ions, 
t he tower ing service core, a n d g r o u n d - f l o o r entrances. 

The exter ior of Four G a t e w a y Center is a n at t ract ive 
comb ina t i on of stainless steel mu l l i ons a n d green- t in ted 
gloss f o r m i n g unbroken ver t ica l l ines the f u l l height o f 
the 22-story structure. Some 3 8 0 0 m u l l i o n sections we re 
f a b r i c a t e d f r o m 16-gauge, Type 302 stainless steel. 

The w indow- less service core comple te ly sheathed in 
stainless steel houses the Four G a t e w a y Center's ele­
va to r s , a i r cond i t i on ing e q u i p m e n t a n d o ther mechanica l 
fac i l i t ies . Funct ional ly , the core p rov ides the ma in bu i l d ­
i n g w i t h unobstructed f l oo r areas t o ta l l i ng 400,000 
squa re feet of space. 

The service core's outs ide w a l l a rea o f 43,000 square 
f e e t is complete ly protected by stainless steel panels. 
For contrast a n d emphasis , t h ree - inch -w ide ver t ica l strips 
of gray-co lored stainless steel o re set in to the indented 
center of each pane l , a n d be tween the pane ls themselves. 
The strips are colored w i t h a m o d i f i e d acryl ic resin. 
Co lo red stainless steel is a c o m p a r a t i v e l y recent deve lop-
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ment w h i c h o f fe rs the architect, as in the case of Four 
G a t e w a y Center, greater oppor tun i t y for des ign v a r i a ­
t ions. The gray-accented stainless steel service core a n d 
the sta in less-and-gloss cur ta in w a l l blend per fec t l y to 
g i ve the ove ra l l structure a ba lanced at t ract iveness. 

Harr ison & A b r a m o v i t z were the architects f o r the 
structure. 

• HELP! We ' re t r y i ng to complete our f i le o f SKYLINES. 
We hove every issue except January , Morch , J u n e , J u l y , 
Augus t a n d September of 1955. It w o u l d be a p p r e c i a t e d 
if you 'd check you r fi les to see if perhaps y o u h a v e o n e , 
some or a l l of the six missing issues. 

• I. L loyd Roork, Jr., a n d Dav id Mack ie a n n o u n c e t h a t 
the f i r m of Mack ie a n d Roork has been dissolved so t h a t 
Dave can devote more t ime to consult ing a n d p r i v a t e 
w o r k . 

L loyd Roork has token t w o n e w par tners, J o h n D a w a n d 
John See, under the f i rm name of Roark, D a w & See. 
The locat ion of the off ices remains the same—4725 
W y a n d o t t e . The new te lephone is PLaza 3 - 2 8 8 6 . 

Lloyd Roark, immed ia te past Centra l States Reg iona l 
Director, is n o w head ing up the impor tan t n o t i o n a l A I A 
commi t tee on the reorgan iza t ion of the Inst i tute. 

• The 15th A n n u a l Regional Conference in T o p e k o , 
October 13-15, w a s an ou ts tand ing session. Top speakers 
b rough t the theme, "Arch i tec ture Turns to M a n , " to l i f e . 
They inc luded Dr. Carl A . Menn inger , Henry L. W r i g h t , 
FAIA, James M . Hunter, FAIA, Nathan ie l C. Cur t i s , Dr. 
Phi l ip M . Houser a n d Ernest J . Kump, FAIA. 

• We l iked the capsuled history of arch i tec ture in t he 
Twent ie th Century car r ied in o recent issue of the Chesa­
peake Bay Region's "Archi tects ' Report" : 
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OO's The f irst decade was one of complacency, w i t h 
everyone bask ing in the a f t e r g l o w of the " G a y 
Ninet ies" a n d en joy ing the w e a l t h p o u r i n g in f rom 
the West. Stanford Wh i te a n d the Co lon ia l Revival 
were at their peak. The archi tect w a s o d i le t tan te . 

20's The Twenties were " g o l d e n " on this side of the 
At lant ic a n d fea tu red the f i n a l s t rugg le between 
the Classical Trad i t ion in arch i tecture and the 
Modernists. The archi tect : a w indow-dresser , 
second class. 

30's The Thirties of the Depression w e r e und is t ingu ished 
w i t h J im Farley's Post Of f ices as the i r t r a d e m a r k . 
The architect w a s subs id ized. 

40's The Forties b rough t ano ther w a r but th is t ime w i t h 
fantast ic scientif ic deve lopments fo r w a r a n d 
peace. Much to everyone's a m a z e m e n t , the arch i ­
tect could march , f l y a n d soi l as w e l l as onyone 
a n d better than most. 

50's W o r l d W a r II was over a n d the bat t le between 
Classi f icat ion a n d M o d e r n w o n . Ecclecticism w a s 
dead and Frank Lloyd W r i g h t came in to his own— 
at the age of 80! Human i sm w a s r a m p a n t w i t h 
schools, hospitals and indus t r ia l - commerc ia l porks 
as the ma jo r projects. Archi tects w e r e accepted as 
designers a n d p lanners . 

60's The Sixties start w i t h ou r bat t les w o n a n d such 
leaders and teachers as Su l l i van , W r i g h t , Soor inen, 
Neu t ro , Gropius a n d Gruen l istened to a n d sought 
a f te r . Amer i ca is not on l y deve lop ing its o w n 
architects but on ind igenous arch i tecture of wh ich 
it con be p r o u d . As they set a b o u t rebu i l d ing our 
cit ies, the architects con indeed look f o r w a r d to a 
Decade of Oppo r tun i t y . 
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LIVING IN THE ROUND 

Archi tect Orv i l l e Bauer put the circle to unusua l a r ch i ­
tec tura l use in des ign ing a new circular home t ha t has a 
v i e w f r o m every w i n d o w a n d a new degree o f compac t ­
ness, space a n d l i vob i l i t y . 

The site selected w a s a rounded h i l l top o v e r l o o k i n g the 
p ic turesque p a n o r a m a of Toledo's Maumee River V a l l e y . 
To m a k e the v i e w an in tegra l a n d d ramat i c p a r t o f the 
des ign a n d decora t ion of his h i l l top home. Arch i tec t 
Bauer dev ised a p lan of t w o circles w i t h c i rcu la r 
pe r imete r w a l l s o f gloss that g i ve the home a spac ious 
fee l i ng in every room and un t i r ing t reetop b e a u t y t h a t 
changes w i t h every season. 

The m a i n circle (see d i a g r a m ) , w h i c h is 46 fee t in 
d i ame te r , sits into the rounded bonk of the h i l l s ide w h i l e 
the o ther smal ler circle, 25 feet in d iameter , is suspended 
on s lender steel co lumns fo r a genu ine t reehouse e f fc t . 
The circles o re connected by o n e igh t -by -e igh t - f oo t e n ­
t rance cor r idor tha t provides access to both levels o f the 
house. 
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L 0 « I * L I V t t 

Floor p lan of Bauer home shows double-c i rc le p lan w h i c h 
ut i l izes every ava i l ab le square foo t of space fo r compact 
des ign . Upper level contains m a i n " l i v i n g " circle con­
nected by cor r idor to smal ler circle con ta in ing l i v ing 
room. Lower level is used fo r l a rge recreat ion room a n d 
outdoor porch. 
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The m a i n or " l i v i n g " circle contains a master b e d r o o m 
jo in ing a b a t h r o o m , powde r room a n d pane led d e n , t w o 
la rge bedrooms a n d p r i va te both fo r the Bauer c h i l d r e n , 
a n d o k i tchen a n d d in i ng area . In the chi ldren 's rooms 
a f o l d i n g door , used to separate the rooms a t n i g h t , is 
opened in the day t ime to prov ide a la rge p l o y a r e a . 

The second smal le r circle, wh ich is the only t r u l y c i r cu la r 
room in the house, is the l i v ing room. It has a ten - foo t -
h igh ce i l ing . A la rge , crescent-shaped f i rep lace , bu i l t o f 
the same na t i ve Oh io f ie ldstone used o n the house 
f o u n d a t i o n , acts as anchor fo r the l i v ing room. 

The Bauer home contains 3,800 square fee t o f l i v i n g 
space a n d is des igned fo r w o r k i n g ef f ic iency as w e l l as 
aesthetic a p p e a l . By ut i l i z ing the double-c i rc le p l a n . 
Arch i tect Bauer resolved a d i f f i cu l t site p rob lem a n d bu i l t 
o home fo r his f a m i l y that has unusual compactness a n d 
ex t reme l i vob i l i t y . The round house's beauty a n d l i vo -
b i l i t y stem la rge ly f r o m the use of glass. 

EW Products 
NEW Processes 
NEW Services 
are invariably introduced 

in K a n s a s City i>y . . . 

BLUE PRINT CO 
3 0 9 GRAND • KANSAS CITY, MO. 
SOUTH SIDE PLANT 17 E. GREGORY 
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P H O T O G R A P H Y 
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