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G. S . A. BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

Sealed bids for building conversion at the G. S. A. Building, 2306 
East Bannister Road, Kansas City, Missouri, Project No. 23914, will 
be received until 2:00 P.M. Central Standard Time, January 7, 1964, 
at General Services Administration, Public Buildings Service, Region 
6, 1500 East Bannister Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64131, and then 
publicly opened in Regional Administrator's Conference Room. 

Project consists of converting approximately 288,000 square feet of 
existing space into offices, processing areas, and warehouse for 
Internal Revenue Service, Midwest Service Center. Work includes 
airconditioning, heating, plumbing, electrical service, lighting, under-
floor duct and wiring, new ceil ing, flooring, wall covering, partitions, 
kitchen and cafeteria, computer room, extension to sprinkler system, 
new loading dock and parking area. 

Three complete sets of drawing and specifications will be furnished 
at no charge to general contractors interested in bidding on the 
complete project. Not more than three additional sets will be fur­
nished general contractors upon receipt of deposit of $100.00 per 
set. Principal subcontractors wi l l be supplied one set of drawings 
and specifications upon receipt of $100.00. Make all checks or 
money orders payable to General Services Administration. All deposits 
will be returned upon receipt of complete sets of drawings and speci­
fications in good condition within 30 days after bid opening. Upon re­
quest, and in the discretion of the issuing office, one set of drawings 
and specifications wil l be furnished to builders' exchanges, chamber 
of commerce, and other similar organizations, with the understanding 
that the set will be retained on their premises and made available 
for inspection by any interested contractor or material f irm. 

Bidding material wil l be available at Design and Construction Di­
vision, 1500 East Bannister Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64131, 
after December 6, 1963, or write to: 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
Public Buildings Service 

1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 
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JOmQ- 'WE3LLBOR,3^g• ROOT. 

B y D o n a l d L . H o f f m a n n 

Recently, SKYLINES was fortunate to have access to a 
very rare book, the biography of John Wellborn Root, great 
Chicago architect, by Miss Harriet Monroe, his sister-in-law. 

Seven Root structures in Kansas City are listed. Six 
still stand. Most have been unknown to students of Kansas 
City architecture. Though Root and Louis H. Sullivan 
ranked as the best American architects of their day, little 
else has been written about Root's life, his work, or ideas. 

^The following account is based mostly on Miss M o n r o e ' s 
biography, published in 1896. 

W h e n J o h n Wel lborn R o o t d i e d in h i s 
h i c a g o h o m e J a n u a r y 15 , 1 8 9 1 , he w a s o n l y 

y e a r s o l d . T w i c e he h a d been s e c r e t a r y of 
[he A m e r i c a n Ins t i tu te of A r c h i t e c t s a n d h e 
/ a s the d e s i g n i n g partner of B u r n h a m & R o o t , 

:he most prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i rm in 
h i c a g o . 

T w o months before h i s d e a t h an a p p r a i s a l 
)f h i s w o r k w a s p u b l i s h e d in a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

p a g a z i n e . R o o t , s a i d the a n o n y m o u s r e v i e w , 
/ a s a " v i c t i m of h i s o w n m o o d s - t o o f a c i l e 
I w a y s to c a r e f u l l y r e c o n s i d e r h i s d e s i g n s , 
luch work by Burnham & R o o t i s s u g g e s t i v e 
nd h a s borne i t s part in the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

I n o v e m e n t of the d a y , w h i l e m u c h of i t r e v e a l s 
r u d i t i e s begot ten of the h a s t e or i n d i f f e r e n c e 

)f the h o u r . " 

R o o t w a s a man w i t h many f r i e n d s . T h e y 
Iwere d e e p l y u p s e t by the r e v i e w ; then they 
l e a r n e d tha t Root h a d w r i t t e n it. R o o t ' s 
s e n s i b i l i t i e s w e r e s u c h t h a t , i n d e e d , he of ten 
w a l k e d b l o c k s out of h i s w a y to a v o i d s e e i n g 
t h o s e of h i s b u i l d i n g s that h e r e g a r d e d a s 
f a i l u r e s . 

H i s v e r y l a s t s k e t c h e s w e r e of an o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g for a c l i e n t w h o had b o w e d a n d 
s c r a p e d for s o m e m i n u t e s before t i m i d l y c o m ­
ment ing that h e p e r s o n a l l y d id not l i k e R o o t ' s 

e a r l y Montauk b l o c k . " M y d e a r Mr. X , " s a i d 
R o o t , " w h o in h e l l d o e s ? " 

Y e t a f ter R o o t ' s premature d e a t h , Mont­
gomery S c h u y l e r , the l e a d i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c r i t i c in A m e r i c a at the t i m e , w r o t e , *'! d o n ' t 
know any g rea te r l o s s tfiat c o u l d h a v e h a p p e n e d 
to the a r c h i t e c t u r e of the fu tu re than t h a t man 
d y i n g before h i s p r i m e . " 

R o o t had b e e n s e a r c h i n g for a l i v i n g , 
A m e r i c a n a r c h i t e c t u r e . A n a t i v e of G e o r g i a , 
he h a d come to C h i c a g o at the r e q u e s t of P . B . 
Wight to j o i n the f i rm of C a r t e r , D r a k e & W i g h t . 
A few d a y s a f te r R o o t ' s a r r i v a l , D a n i e l H u d s o n 
Burnham j o i n e d the s a m e o f f i c e . 

B u r n h a m and Root s o o n l e f t to form t h e i r 
own p a r t n e r s h i p , in J u l y , 1 8 7 3 . T h e i r b o o k s for 
the i r f i r s t y e a r s h o w e d a n e t prof i t of $ 3 6 4 . 7 7 . 
R o o t , shor t and h e a v y - s e t , in t h e s e d a y s f e d 
on o a t m e a l , w h i c h he ate d r y , t a k i n g a g l a s s 
of w a t e r a f t e r w a r d to m a k e it s w e l l in h i s 
s t o m a c h . 

T h e p a r t n e r s at f i rs t w e r e d e v o t e d to t h e 
G o t h i c s t y l e . B u t s o o n R o o t ' s t h i n k i n g s h i f t e d 
into bet ter f o c u s . " I n a l l t h e w o r l d ' s h i s t o r y , " 
he wro te , " i t h a s been t rue a n d it m u s t a l w a y s 
remain true that art p r o d u c e d s o l e l y u n d e r 
foreign i n s p i r a t i o n h a s b e e n w o r t h l e s s . 

( c o n t i n u e d on p a g e 7) 



Interstate Batteries 
12 East Armour 

Kansas City, Missouri 
Architect—Lewis P. Andrews 

MOVABLE PARTITIONS 
. . . OUR ONLY BUSINESS 

CUSTOM DESIGNED AND INSTALLED AT A MINIMUM COST! 

" Q u i c k - C h a n g e " movable partitions o d d pr ivacy a n d ' beauty 
to office a n d industrial s p a c e . They a re installed for permanent 
use — yet can be easi ly r e a r r a n g e d — providing v/ork a r e a s you 
can grov/ in. 

The movable partitions business is for experts. As specia l ­
ists, partitions are our only business — and service to our cus­
tomers is of prime importance. 

Co l l or write for information. 

* N O T E OUR NEW ADDRESS: 
4905 LISTER, P.O. BOX 6842 - KANSAS CITY, MO. - WA 3-9705 

GLEN 
P H O N E 

W A 3 -9705 

QUICK-CHANGE" 
PARTITIONS BRIEN 

4 9 0 5 LISTER 

K a n s a s C i ty , Mo. 



The sturdy imagination of Johri Wellborn Root shows through in the tower of the 
old K a n s a s Ci ty Board of Trade , a building which Kuss Harriet Monroe c a l l e d " a 
noble monumental s t ruc ture . " The building was executed in 1886-88. 
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FLINTKOTE FLOOR TILE 
FLEXACHROME T ILE-TEX 

SUPER TUFF-TEX 
F R E D E R I C BLANK VINYL WALL COVERING 

FABRON-PERMON 
SUPER DUTY PERMON 
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" P e r i o d s a n d s t y l e s a r e a l l w e l l e n o u g h , 
l ) u t y o u may be s u r e tha t w h e n e v e r in t h e 
| w o r l d there w a s a p e r i o d or s t y l e of a r c h i -

e c t u r e worth p r e s e r v i n g , i t s inner s p i r i t w a s s o 
| c l o s e l y f i t ted to the age w h e r e i n it f l o u r i s h e d , 

hat the s t y l e c o u l d not be f u l l y p r e s e r v e d , 
i i ther by peop le who i m m e d i a t e l y s u c c e e d e d 
I, or by u s af ter many y e a r s . . . " 

D e s p i t e a f e w lean y e a r s , B u r n h a m & R o o t 
q u i c k l y g rew into a major o f f i c e on the C h i c a g o 
s c e n e . T h e C h i c a g o f i r e of O c t o b e r 8 a n d 
October 9, 1871 , had l e v e l e d m i l e s of j e r r y -
s t r u c t u r e s , c l e a r i n g the w a y for n e w c o m ­
m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g s . 

Ma jo r W i l l i a m L e B a r o n J e n n e y ' s f i r s t 
L e i t e r b u i l d i n g had gone up in 1879 and 1880 
at 2 0 8 West Monroe S t r e e t , w h e r e it s t i l l s t a n d s 
w i th i t s c a s t i r o n p i l a s t e r s and w i d e l y - s p a c e d 
p i e r s . In the s a m e y e a r s , D a n k m a r A d i e r & 
C o m p a n y had done the 6 - s t o r y B o r d e n b l o c k at 
R a n d o l p h and D e a r b o r n . B u r n h a m & R o o t ' s 
f i r s t m a j o r o f f i c e b u i l d i n g w a s t h e G r a n n i s 
b lock at 115 D e a r b o r n S t r e e t , bu i l t in 1 8 8 0 . 
Next c a m e the Montauk b l o c k , w h e r e the 
par tners p i o n e e r e d the u s e of i s o l a t e d p ie r 
f o u n d a t i o n s by i m b e d d i n g o l d s t e e l r a i l s in 
c o n c r e t e . 

A s t u n n i n g number of important c o m m i s ­
s i o n s f o l l o w e d . In C h i c a g o a l o n e t h e r e w e r e 
the I n s u r a n c e E x c h a n g e , the C a l u m e t , the 
H e r a l d B u i l d i n g s ; the R o o k e r y ; the G r e a t 
Northern H o t e l ; the M a s o n i c T e m p l e ; the 
W o m a n ' s T e m p l e ; and the g r e a t M o n a d n o c k 
B u i l d i n g . 

T h e Monadnock i s the b e s t k n o w n of 
R o o t ' s d e s i g n s . L e w i s Mumford r e c e n t l y c a l l e d 
it " t h e h a n d s o m e s t o f f i c e s t r u c t u r e of a l l . " 
B u i l t in 1 8 9 0 , it s t a n d s a t 53 W e s t J a c k s o n . 
T h e s t o r y of i t s d e s i g n i s a c u r i o u s o n e , and 
here i s M i s s M o n r o e ' s a c c o u n t : 

" T h e M o n a d n o c k — ' J u m b o , ' R o o t u s e d to 
c a l l i t — w a s the l a s t of the t a l l b u i l d i n g s to 
s h o w w a l l s of s o l i d m a s o n r y . F o r t h i s b u i l d i n g 
Mr. A l d i s , who c o n t r o l l e d the i n v e s t m e n t , kept 
urg ing upon h i s a r c h i t e c t s e x t r e m e s i m p l i c i t y , 
r e j e c t i n g one or two of R o o t ' s s k e t c h e s a s too 
o r n a t e . D u r i n g R o o t ' s a b s e n c e of a for tn ight 
at the s e a s h o r e , Mr. B u r n h a m ordered from one 
of the d r a u g h t s m e n a d e s i g n of a s t r a i g h t - u p -

a n d - d o w n , u n c o m p r o m i s i n g , u n o r n a m e n t e d 
f a c a d e . When R o o t returned, he w a s i n d i g n a n t 
at f i r s t o v e r t h i s p r o j e c t of a b r i c k b o x . 

" G r a d u a l l y , h o w e v e r , he t h r e w h i m s e l f in to 
the s p i r i t of t h e t h i n g , and o n e d a y h e to ld Mr. 
A l d i s that the h e a v y s l o p i n g l i n e s of an 
E g y p t i a n p y l o n had gotten into h i s mind a s t h e 
b a s i s of t h i s d e s i g n , and t h a t h e thought h e 
would ' throw the t h i n g up w i t h o u t a s i n g l e 
o r n a m e n t . ' 

" A t l a s t , w i t h a g e s t u r e w h o s e p r e t e n s e 
of d i s g u s t c o n c e a l e d a s h y e x p e r i m e n t a l 
i n t e r e s t , he t h r e w on the d r a w i n g - t a b l e o f Mr. 
Dut ton , then foreman of the o f f i c e , ' a d e s i g n , ' 
s a y s t h i s g e n t l e m a n , ' s h a p e d s o m e t h i n g l i k e a 
c a p i t a l I — a p e r f e c t l y p l a i n b u i l d i n g , c u r v i n g 
outward at b a s e a n d c o r n i c e . ' 

" M a n y p e r s o n s remember h i s d e s i r e to 
grade the co lor of the b u i l d i n g from brown 
b r i c k s at the bottom to y e l l o w at the t o p — a 
p r o j e c t w h i c h on ly l a c k of t ime for the m a n u ­
f a c t u r e p r e v e n t e d . " 

R o o t ' s t h i n k i n g c o n t i n u e d to grow w i t h h i s 
d e s i g n i n g . In 1890 he wro te , " A r c h i t e c t u r e i s , 
l i k e e v e r y other a r t , born of i t s a g e a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t . S o the n e w t y p e w i l l be found by 
u s , if w e do f ind it , through the f r a n k e s t p o s ­
s i b l e a c c e p t a n c e of e v e r y r e q u i r e m e n t of 
modern l i f e in a l l of i t s c o n d i t i o n s , w i t h o u t 
regret for the p a s t or i d l e l o n g i n g for a f u t u r e 
and more for tunate d a y . . . 

" I f the n e w art i s to c o m e , I b e l i e v e it 
w i l l be a r a t i o n a l and s t e a d y g r o w t h f rom 
p r a c t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s o u t w a r d a n d u p w a r d 
toward a more or l e s s s p i r i t u a l e x p r e s s i o n , a n d 
that no man h a s the right to borrow from a n o t h e r 
a g e an a r c h i t e c t u r a l i d e a e v o l v e d from the l i f e 
of that a g e , u n l e s s it f i t s o u r l i f e a s n o r m a l l y 
and f u l l y a s it f i t ted the o t h e r . " 

R o o t s a w the o f f i c e b u i l d i n g a s t h e m o s t 
e x p r e s s i v e of modern l i f e in i t s c o m p l e x i t y , 
luxury and v i t a l i t y . He u r g e d a r c h i t e c t s to c o n ­
s i d e r c l i m a t e , a t m o s p h e r e , a n d t h e c o m m e r c i a l 
and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s of the c o m m u n i t y in d e ­
s i g n i n g o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s . 

" I n them s h o u l d be c a r r i e d out t h e i d e a s 
of modern b u s i n e s s l i f e — s i m p l i c i t y , s t a b i l i t y , 
breadth and d i g n i t y . So v i t a l h a s the u n d e r l y i n g 
s t r u c t u r e of t h e s e b u i l d i n g s b e c o m e , t h a t it 

7 
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A r e s i d e n c e for W i l l i a m C h i c k 
S c a r r i t t , 3 2 4 0 N o r l e d g e A v e n u e , n o w 
o n u r s i n g home. 

T h e f i n e s t of t h e s e b u i l d i n g s i s t h e o l d 
B o a r d of T r a d e , for wh ich B u r n h a m & R o o t 
won a c o m p e t i t i o n in 1886. It w a s c o m p l e t e d 
in the summer of 

R o o t had hoped to get t h e c o m m i s s i o n for 
the C h i c a g o A u d i t o r i u m , but had l o s t it to t h e 
firm of A d i e r & S u l l i v a n . S u l l i v a n ' s p l a n , of 
c o u r s e , had the audi tor ium i t s e l f b u r i e d i n s i d e 
a huge r e c t a n g u l a r b l o c k of h o t e l r o o m s a n d 
p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s s u c h a s b a r s a n d a r e s t a u r a n t . 

R o o t ' s c o n c e p t i o n w a s tha t t h e s t r u c t u r e 
s h o u l d be s p l i t in two h a l v e s , w i t h o n e c o n ­
t a i n i n g the hotel and the o ther t h e a u d i t o r i u m . 
T h e s e two w i n g s he p l a n n e d to u n i t e w i t h a 
c e n t r a l tower , w h i c h he e n v i s i o n e d a s " a 
r o s e . " 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t t h i s c o n c e p t 
w a s c a r r i e d through in the K a n s a s C i t y B o a r d 
of T r a d e . T h e o l d b u i l d i n g h a s not b e e n w e l l 
m a i n t a i n e d , but enough of it i s l e f t to g i v e 
a g l i m p s e of i t s former g l o r y . In i t s d a y , t h e 
B o a r d of T r a d e w a s w i t h o u t d o u b t the m o s t 
i m p o s i n g s t r u c t u r e o n the K a n s a s C i t y s k y l i n e . 
M i s s Monroe had a deep a p p r e c i a t i o n of i t , 
and here i s w h a t s h e wrote: 

The entrance court of the old Board of 
Trade i s on a grand, yet simple s c a l e . 
The ornamented rail ing is on the mez­
zanine leve l . Stairs ore at both s i d e s of 

|the commodious arched entrance. L ight 
barely f i l ters through the dusty skyl ight . 

fcust d i c t a t e a b s o l u t e l y the g e n e r a l d e p a r t u r e 
e x t e r n a l f o r m s . " 

Burnham & Root d e s i g n e d s e v e n 
b u i l d i n g s in K a n s a s C i t y , a l l b e t w e e n 
1 8 8 6 and 1889 : 

T h e B o a r d of T r a d e (now Manu­
fac ture r 's E x c h a n g e ) , on the n o r t h w e s t 
o r n e r o f E i g h t h and Wyandot te S t r e e t s . 

T h e A m e r i c a n Bonk (now P o r k 
l^enter) B u i l d i n g , the n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r 

f E i g h t h a n d D e l a w a r e S t r e e t s . 

T h e M id land H o t e l (now R a i l w a y 
^ x c h o n g e B u i l d i n g ) , t h e s o u t h e a s t 

orner oi S e v e n t h and Walnut S t r e e t s . 

T h e Y . M . C . A . (now S tud io B u i l d -
n g ) , the n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r of N i n t h and 
. o c u s t S t r e e t s . 

T h e G r a n d A v e n u e S t a t i o n , de-
n o l i s h e d in 1959. The broad Board of T r a d e en t rance i s 

. , , , I I heavi ly, yet judic iously , ornamented. T h e 
,^/lV.1f^ ^""^ .""^^ entrance is in the form of a cur ta in in 

bard, 1805 J e f f e r s o n S t r e e t , now c o n - f,^^^ of a skyl ighted court. Note the m a s -
/ e r t e d in to a hote l w i t h on a d d i t i o n s ive and powerfully moulded masonry 
\o the s o u t h . piers. 



\ 
Panels of Carthage Exterior Marble form a strik­

ing curtain wall for the 14-story Administration Build­
ing at Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company's 
new Research Center near St. Paul. 

The building was designed by the St. Paul archi­
tectural firm of Ellerbe & Co. Carthage Exterior 
Marble for the project was quarried at Carthage, fabri­
cated and installed by Twin City Tile and Marble Co. 
of Minneapolis. 

For complete information about Carthage Exterior 
Marble in curtain walls and panel walls, phone or 
write Carthage Marble Corporation . . . Branch Office, 
3030 V ŷoming, Kansas City, Mo., Phone LOgan 
1-7020 . . . Main Office, P.O. Box 718, Carthage, Mo., 
Phone FLeetwood 8-2145. 

C A R T H A G E M A R B L E 



" T h e E x c h a n g e b u i l d i n g i s a s t r o n g , 
s p o n t a n e o u s e s s a y in c i v i c a r c h i t e c t u r e . T h e 

m a t e r i a l , a b o v e the b r o w n - s t o n e b a s e , i s red 
b r i c k , w i t h te r ra -co t ta o r n a m e n t a t i o n of the 
s a m e c o l o r . 

" T h e d e s i g n c o n f e s s e s f r a n k l y a R o m a n ­
e s q u e i n s p i r a t i o n — t h e g r e a t t o w e r , w h i c h r i s e s 
abrupt ly beh ind the r e c e s s e d c o u r t , from be­
t w e e n the mighty w i n g s of the s t r u c t u r e , b e i n g 
a t r iumphant proof of the a d a p t a b i l i t y of the 
s t y l e to modern m e a n i n g s . T h e two l a r g e 
p a v i l i o n s w h i c h it u n i t e s d i f f e r s o m e w h a t in 
d e s i g n ; the one on the l e f t , w h i c h c o n t a i n s the 
great t r a d i n g - h a l l on the four th s t o r y , b e a r i n g 
a low p e d i m e n t w i th s c u l p t u r e in b a s - r e l i e f , 
and a nar row b a l c o n y at the b a s e of the h a l l ' s 
lofty r o u n d - a r c h e d w i n d o w s . 

" T h e p a v i l i o n s a r e s t r o n g l y d i v i d e d 
h o r i z o n t a l l y into three a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t o r i e s , 
a n d are uni ted in front b y a s c r e e n c o n t a i n i n g 
the m a s s i v e g a t e w a y — a round a r c h s p r i n g i n g 
from low m a s s e d c o l u m n s , w h i c h l e a d s into a 
g l a s s - c o v e r e d cour t or c h a m b e r . 

" T h e tower i s broad a n d l o w , v e r y b e a u t i ­
ful in i t s g roup ing of w i n d o w s a n d r o o f s , the 
s e m i - c i r c u l a r f ront , w i t h i t s roof of s t e e p 
c o n i c a l s l o p e , be ing p a r t i c u l a r l y e f f e c t i v e . 

" T h i s b u i l d i n g i s a n o b l e monumenta l 
s t r u c t u r e , w h i c h w i l l s p e a k to the fu ture for 
t h i s a g e a s e l o q u e n t l y a s m o n u m e n t s of the 
p a s t d e c l a r e to u s the s p i r i t of e p o c h s . " 

r 
Curved br icks give shape to the p iers of 
the Board of Trade, and ornament com­
posed of floral designs e n r i c h e s them. 
T h i s detail i s on the fourth floor l e v e l , 
as seen from a window of the huge trad­
ing-hall . 

T h e tower of the B o a r d of T r a d e f u n c t i o n s 
a s h o u s i n g for the e l e v a t o r s up to a c e r t a i n 
p o i n t . In i t s h igher r e a c h e s , h o w e v e r , i t h a s 
b e e n left p u r e l y o r n a m e n t a l , a n d t h e o n l y 
o c c u p a n t s a re p i g e o n s . T h i s i s ra th e r d i s a p ­
p o i n t i n g , e s p e c i a l l y when o n e c o n s i d e r s how 
S u l l i v a n ' s tower at the rea r of the A u d i t o r i u m 
c o n t a i n e d o f f i c e s , w i th i t s top s t o r y b e i n g 
o c c u p i e d by A d i e r & S u l l i v a n . T h e a m o u n t of 
s t r u c t u r a l s t e e l b r a c i n g i n s i d e t h e B o a r d of 
T r a d e tower i s s u r p r i s i n g . O n e s u s p e c t s , 
h o w e v e r , that it c o u l d h a v e b e e n a r r a n g e d s o 
s o a s to l e a v e the s p a c e u s a b l e in s o m e w a y . 

A cornice detail of the old Midland Hotel, now the Rai lway Exchange Bui ld ing at 
Seventh and Walnut Streets, shows the craftsmanship and care in des ign of a 
bygone era. 
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One of the fine features s t i l l intact in 
the old Midland Hotel i s its spiral stair­
c a s e . It is on the south side of the build­
ing, in a bay of windows, and runs from 
the second to the seventh f loors. Some 
cast iron ornament in the old Midland is 
identical to that of the old Board of Trade . 

T h e t r a d i n g - h a l l i s now u n u s e d a n d in 
p i t i f u l l y bad r e p a i r . Y e t i t s g r e a t s p a c e , s o m e ­
w h a t on the order of the U n i o n S t a t i o n l o b b y , 
s t i l l c a n be s e n s e d from the proper v a n t a g e 
p o i n t s . 

W h e n urban r e n e w a l m o v e s in to the a r e a 
of the o l d B o a r d of T r a d e , it m u s t not b e 
d e m o l i s h e d . T h e b u i l d i n g i s not b e y o n d 
r e f u r b i s h i n g , a n d if it w e r e d e m o l i s h e d , K a n s a s 
C i t y ' w o u l d l o s e one of i t s g r e a t e s t a r c h i t e c ­
tu ra l l a n d m a r k s . 

T h e o l d Midland ho te l o p e n e d S e p t e m b e r 
6 , 1888 . It w a s a c k n o w l e d g e d the c i t y ' s f i n e s t 
h o t e l unt i l t he turn of the c e n t u r y , w h e n s u c h 
t rade moved s o u t h to the B a l t i m o r e h o t e l . T h e 
M i d l a n d w a s remode led in 1908 a s a n o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g , s o i t s o r i g i n a l a p p e a r a n c e i s now 
hard to i m a g i n e . It w a s c r u d e l y p a r t i t i o n e d 
o v e r the y e a r s and r e t a i n s i n t e r e s t today o n l y 
in o r n a m e n t a l d e t a i l s . 

D r a s t i c c h a n g e s have b e e n m a d e to the 
o l d A m e r i c a n B a n k b u i l d i n g , a n o t h e r w a l l -
b e a r i n g s t r u c t u r e o r i g i n a l l y of red h u e . T h e 
inter ior h a s been remodeled b e y o n d r e c o g n i t i o n 
and the ex te r io r h a s been d e s e c r a t e d w i t h g r a y 
p a i n t . T h e bank f i r s t o c c u p i e d t h i s b u i l d i n g in 
A u g u s t . 1888 . 

T h e Y . M . C . A . b u i l d i n g w a s of l e s s i n t e r e s t 
from the b e g i n n i n g , probably b e c a u s e of a t i g h t 
budget . L a t e r c a l l e d the P e p p e r b u i l d i n g , the 
w e s t ha l f w a s b a d l y d a m a g e d by f i r e in 1 9 0 7 . 
It w a s rebu i l t a s the Studio b u i l d i n g . S t r i p s of 
cor ruga ted meta l h a v e b e e n a d d e d to t h e 
f a c a d e s , mak ing the o r i g i n a l a p p e a r a n c e of 
t h i s b u i l d i n g u n c l e a r . 

B o t h Burnham & R o o t r e s i d e n c e s in 
K a n s a s C i t y w e r e o b v i o u s l y f i n e h o m e s in 
the i r d a y . T h e y w e r e bui l t in 1 8 8 8 . T h e S c a r r i t t 
home i s dominated by a R o m a n e s q u e tu r re t 
w i t h a s e m i - c o n i c a l roof s i m i l a r to that on t h e 
tower of the B o a r d of T r a d e . T h e tur re t f a c e s 
s o u t h , and g a t h e r s in qu i te a b i t of c h e e r f u l 
l ight for rooms on three s t o r i e s . A s m a l l e r , 
t w o - s t o r y , turret i s at the r e a r of t h e h o u s e a n d 
i s n i c e l y p l a n n e d w i th a s e c o n d - f l o o r p o r c h 
o v e r l o o k i n g the n o r t h e a s t b o t t o m s a n d t h e 
b l u f f s of C l a y C o u n t y . 

T h e S c a r r i t t home, s i t e d d i r e c t l y b e h i n d 
the K a n s a s C i t y M u s e u m , i s in c o m p a r a t i v e l y , 
good r e p a i r . T h e r e are s t i l l s t a i n e d - g l a s s 
w i n d o w s on the f i r s t f loor , t h o u g h , a s in t h e 
other ornament of the h o u s e , the d e s i g n s a r e 
rather b l a n d . 

W i l l i a m C h i c k S c a r r i t t w a s a l a w y e r , r e a l 
e s t a t e man , and l a t e r , the o w n e r of the S c a r r i t t 
b u i l d i n g on the n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r of N i n t h 
s t r e e t and G r a n d a v e n u e . 

T h e S c a r r i t t b u i l d i n g i s p e r h a p s the f i n e s t 
work of R o o t ' s y o u n g e r b ro ther , W a l t e r C . R o o t , 
who w a s s e n t h e r e in 1886 a s B u r n h a m & 
R o o t ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e d u r i n g t h e i r b u s y y e a r s 
on c o n s t r u c t i o n in K a n s a s C i t y . T h e 1 2 - s t o r y 
S c a r r i t t b u i l d i n g w a s e r e c t e d in 1 9 0 6 , a n d t h e 
f o u r - s l o r y S c a r r i t t a r c a d e , a r o u n d the c o r n e r o n 
Walnut s t r e e t , in 1 9 0 7 . B o t h a r e n o t e w o r t h y in 
the i r l a v i s h u s e of o r n a m e n t in t h e m a n n e r of 
S u l l i v a n . 

W a l t e r R o o t , w h o d i e d in 1 9 2 5 , p r a c t i c e d 
a r c h i t e c t u r e h e r e , forming a p a r t n e r s h i p in 1 8 9 6 
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I ^ i t h George M. Siemens. Clear ly , he studied 
he work of the Chicago architects, and 
ispecially Sull ivan's Schlesinger & Mayer 
now Carson, Pir ie , Scott) department store. 

Burnham & Root's other residence in 

Kansas City was built for a broker, James L . 
ombard. It is on what was once a magnificent 
ite, at 1805 Jefferson street, and is appropri-
tely named "Southview." 

The Lombard residence is primarily of 
tapestry brick, rather than stone. The west 
facade i s most impressive. The design is 
;lean, sharp, and enlivened by a double-arch 

serving as entrance-way and port-cochere, and 
by a restrained ornament. 

In this residence. Root was not so far 
from Frank Lloyd Wright's Charnley house of 
1891-92, or the Winslow house of 1893; just as 
in the swell ing, curving masses of the Board 
of Trade he was handling brick with spatial 
goals pursued by Wright in his administration 
building for the Johnson Wax company, half a 
century later. The Lombard house and the 
Charnley house have the same austere spirit , 
presaging an abandonment of Victorian archi­
tectural e x c e s s e s . 

Unfortunately, a hotel addition was built 
on the Lombard house in the 1920s, and the 
house itself has badly deteriorated inside. 

Burnham & Root's last building here, the 
Grand Avenue station, is remembered a s a 
sooty eyesore cramped between the Grand 
avenue and McGee street viaducts at about 
Twenty-first street. It was demolished four 
years ago. The station was erected in 1889 
and moved a short distance in 1913 to permit 
construction of the Grand avenue viaduct. It 
was a gabled, four-story brick structure, and 
originally had a cupola. 

M i s s Monroe reports that Burnham always 
acted as a restraining influence on Root, who 
was so faci le in his designing as to be a lways 
on the brink of dilettantism. Burnham, she 
noted, besides being the front-man of the office 
and getting the commissions (a job which he 

country), generally conceived the plans, 
leaving the facades and details to Root. 

Despite the large office staff. Root was 
noted for his attention to deta i ls , such a s 
ornament. But in the last years , when the 
partnership was flooded with commissions, it 
can be questioned whether Root was able to 
design anywhere near all of these deta i ls . 

Root burned his light night and day. He 
moved in a variety of social c i r c l e s , sharing 
his wit and ski l l at improvising on the piano 
or organ. He was dedicated to the A . I . A . and 
frequently contributed articles to the leading 
architectural magazines. 

" I t is a joy to recall th is man's enthusi­
asm, the activity of his mind, the power of his 
w i l l , " Miss Monroe writes. " T h e s e were a 
force while he lived—a force people were 
beginning to feel joyously, extravagant ly ." 

The old William C h i c k Scarr i t t r e s i d e n c e 
at 3240 Norledge A v e n u e , behind the 
K a n s a s City Museum, i s one of John 
Wellborn Root 's d e s i g n s . T h e brownstone 
house is on the bluff above the nor theast 

performed extraordinarily wel l , considering the bottoms, and despi te i ts heavy masonry 
partners designed more than 100 residences in appearance, has rooms f looded with 
Chicago alone, and office buildings across the sunlight. 
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The World's Columbian Exposition was 
assigned to Chicago by legislation adopted in 
February, 1890, less than a year before Root's 
death. Root was chosen consulting architect 
in August, and in October, Burnham was named 
chief of construction. 

Root first proposed a site on the lake 
front between Lake and Twelfth streets. He 
planned to depress and cover the I l l inois 
Central tracks (much as Eero Saarinen handled 
the tracks on the St. .Louis riverfront for the 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial). The 
advantage of a downtown site would have been 
the possibility of retaining the major fair 
structures as a civic buildings. But after long 
debate the Jackson Park s i te , about 6000 
south, was chosen, and Root laid out a plan 
essential ly the same a s the one finally 
adopted. Collaborating with Root were Freder­
ick Law Olmsted and his partner, Henry 
Codman. 

At the last minute, there was a powerful 
move to locate the fair in Washington Park, 
inland. Root had the sense to oppose this at 
all costs, arguing that the great poetic feature 
of Chicago was its lake. Root 's judgment 
prevailed. His supporters urged him to design 
the central administration building, but he 
modestly declined. 

Root, however, made some sketches of 
typical fair buildings. They were character­
ized by a very light Romanesque motif, or 
perhaps a kind of oriental c l a s s i c i s m ; in fact, 
their appearance is difficult to label with any 
fairness. What these few sketches showed 
was l ivel iness, a fair-like spir i t , and a use of 
color. 

" J o h n Root's conception of the Fa i r 
differed much from the White City of memory," 
Miss Monroe writes. "If he had lived and his 
ideas had prevailed, the Columbian Exposit ion 

A strong and clear facade is presented by the old James L . Lombard r e s i d e n c e at 
1805 Jefferson Street, c a l l e d " S o u t h v i e w . " Note the fine double-arch in tapestry 
brick and the coffered ornamentation of the west gable and the corn ice of the 
carriage porch. The Lombard and Scarrit homes ore 75 years old. 
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would have been a city of c o l o r . . . T h e funda­
mental point in Root's creed as an architect 
was sincerity: a building should frankly ex­
press its purpose and its material. 

" T h u s it would have been impossible for 
him to design, as the chief buildings of the 
Fair , imitations in staff of marble p a l a c e s : 
these could not express their material; or to 
adopt a c l a s s i c motive: this could not express 
the purpose of a modern American exposition. 
He wished to admit frankly in the architectural 
scheme the temporary character of the Fa i r . 

" . . . H i s whole heart was centered upon 
his hope of an American F a i r — a n architectural 
scheme which should express exuberantly our 
young, crude, buoyant c iv i l izat ion, and strike 
our note at last in the world's art ." 

One of Root's last projects was a plan for 
the Chicago Art Institute. In his final eleva­
tions, there i s an unmistakable move toward 
c l a s s i c i s m . The two wings had blind arcades 
more than a little suggestive of McKim, Mead 
& White's Boston Public library of 1887. The 
present Art Institute was designed after Root's 
death by Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, the 
successor firm to H. H. Richardson, and it is 
even closer to McKim's Beaux Arts sty le . 

Whether Root would have been swept up 
in the c l a s s i c a l fervor, had he lived longer, is 
an open question. He sometimes showed an 
almost feminine love of beauty in its fl imsier 
forms. 

On his deathbed. Root had hal lucinations 
of flying objects of beauty. " D o you see 
that?" he would ask the others in the room. 
" Isn ' t it beautiful . . .al l white and g o l d ! " 

In reading musical scores he had the habit 
of translating the instrumental parts into 
certain colors: reds and yel lows meant the 
brasses, greens the oboes and bassoons, 
violet the cel los, and blue the v io l ins . 

But as a theorist Root approached Ameri­
can architecture a s a giant and prophet. 

"Now, in America," he told Miss Monroe 
in the summer of 1890, " w e are free of ar t is t ic 
traditions. Our freedom begets l i cense , it i s 
true. We do shocking things; we produce works 
of architecture, sculpture and painting which 
are wholly, irremediably bad; we try crude 
experiments which result in disaster . 
Ye t somewhere in this mass of ungovemed ener 
gies l ies the principle of l i fe. A new spir i t 
of beauty is being -developed and perfected 
. . . t h i s i s not the old thing made over; it 
is new. 

"Compare the best of our recent architec­
ture. . .some of Richardson's des igns , for 
example.. .with the most pretentious buildings 
recently erected in Europe. In the American 
works we find strength and f i tness and a 
certain spontaneity and f reshness , a s of 
stately music or a song in green w o o d s . . . " 
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Kansas City architects were 

honored with nine awards at the annu­
al chapter awards dinner held Novem­
ber 15 in the Hotel Muehlebach. 

It was a year for entries charac­
terized by an intimate and human 
s c a l e . Itwas not a yeorof skyscrapers 
or vast public monuments. All entries 
had to hove been substantially com­
pleted during 1962 or the first eight 
months of 1963. 

Medal awards, signifying overall 
design excellence, were presented to 
two entries. 

The winners were the Danish 
V i l lage apartment project on Seventy-
ninth streeteastof Metcolf in Overland 
Park, Boyle & Wilson, architects; and 
to the Patrons Mutual Insurance A s s o ­
ciation building in Olothe, Mollis & 
Mi 11 er architects. 

Of Danish Vi l lage, the jury com­
mented: 

" T h e jury unanimously agreed 
that this little group of buildings is 
entirely remarkable as a 'builder pro­
ject . ' After seeing the photographs, we 
were delighted and a little surprised 
to see that the siting of the buildings 
on the rolling ground is very good 
indeed. 

" T h e occupants do have a good 
measure of privacy and the children 
do hove an interesting and varying 
place to play. We presume to say that 
the architect did a rather remarkable 
thing for such a low cost. Th is project 
i s so simple and generally human that 
l itt le things show b ig ." 

The jury comment on the Patrons 
Mutual building: 

" T h e jury immediately a g r e e d 
that among all the entries, this build­
ing was less affected, entirely free of 
c l i c h e s and mannerisms and appeared 
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to be a simple and direct solution to 
all problems and conditions of plan, 
place and materials. 

"No more than a glance at the 
plan was required to gain full knowl­
edge of the specif ic use of the spaces, 
We felt it is significant that the archi­
tects felt no necessi ty for a sumptious 
'capital E ' entrance or a great variety 
of materials to 'dress it up.' " 

Two special awards were pre­
sented this year. They went to the 
residence of Mr. and Mrs. J . K. Higdon 
at L a k e Quiviro, Geis-Hunter-Ramos, 
archi tects; and to the Sugar Creek 
pol ice and fire station, Kivett & 
Myers, architects. 

" T h e jury found this house quite 
pleasant, on amazing achievement for 
so little money—and we could not 
forget that enough money was left to 
buy a modest sa i lboat , " was the com­
ment. "We congratulate the man who 
kept to simple materials and did noti 
feel any need for 'g i l l i f ross ' such as 
rock wa l ls , panels of brick veneer, or 
meaningless sheets of g lass .^ 

Comment on the police and fire 
station: 

" A s the jury studied this little 
building from the plans and photo­
graphs submitted and later on the site, 
we became quite aware of its use. We 
could read back and forth from plan to 
elevations and find that they were one 
solid thing in all respects. 

" E v e n the interior spaces , which 
employ very modest materials and 
f in ishes ore not only proper and well 
used, but clearly complement the 
system of building. 

A new category for awards was 
initiated this year, the art in architec­
ture awards. Two winners were chosen., 
They were the city pork at Twenty-
seventh and Madison, Elpidio Rocha, 



architect, in collaboration with Da le 
Eldred, sculptor; and the f ireplace 
mural by Mrs. Gabriello Polony Moun­
tain in the home of Peter Ke le t i , 
architect. 

The iury praised the pork for 
drawing no boundary between archi­
tecture and sculpture and for the 
emotional impact of its design. The 
mural was cited for its s igni f icance 
as relief sculpture in a room with a 
restrained interior. 

The final three awards were for 
craftsmanship. 

They were the decorative masonry 
at the Southminster Presbyterian 
church, 6306 Roe boulevard, Mollis & 
Miller, architects; the stonework at 
the Lone Jack museum, Geis-Hunter-
Romos, architects; and the glazed 
brick sign for the clipper Manufactur­
ing company, Grondview, Nevi l le , 

Sharp and Simon, archi tects. 

Th is year the medal and spec ia l 
awards jury was composed of O 'Ne i l 
Ford of Son Antonio, T e x . , John S. 
R ice of Des Moines, and David G . 
Murray of T u l s a , all a rch i tec ts . 

Jury members for the art in arch i ­
tecture awards were Andrew Morgan, 
president of, the K a n s a s Ci ty Art In­
stitute and School of Des ign; Ralph 
T. Coe, curator of painting and 
sculpture at the William Rockh i l l 
Nelson Gallery of Art; and Eugene 
George, dean of the architecture school 
of the University of K a n s a s . 

For the craftsmanship awards , the 
iury members were Robin Walker, 
president of the Builders a s s o c i a t i o n ; 
S.R. Brunn, president of the A s s o c i a t e d 
General Contractors; and Mark Sharp, 
KonsotS City architect. 

Decorative masonry work at the Southminister Presbyter ian C h u r c h , 6306 R o e 
Boulevard, also won a craftsmanship award. Hol l is & Miller were the a r c h i t e c t s . 
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The res idence fpr Mr. and Mrs. J . K. 
Higdon at L o k e Quivira won a special 
award. Gei s-Hunter-Ramos were the archi­
tects . 

A spec ia l award was given to the Sugar 
Creek pol ice and fire stat ion. It was de­
signed by Kivett & Myers, architects. 
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Stonework at the L o n e Jock 
Museum won a craf tsman­
ship award. A r c h i t e c t s were 
Gei s-Hunter- Ramos. 

T h i s rel ief sculpture over 
the f ireplace in the home of 
Peter Ke le t i , archi tect , was 
executed by Mrs. Gobr ie l lo 
Polony Mountain. It won on 
art in architecture award. 

PRODUCTS FOR 
CONSTHUCTION 6 
INDUSTRY, 

A decorative s ign of g l a z e d 
brick for the C l ipper Manu­
facturing Company in Grand-
view won another c ra f tsman­
ship award. N e v i l l e , Sharp 
& Simon were the a r c h i t e c t s . 
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CERAMIC GLAZED 
STRUCTURAL TILE -
MANUFACTURED BY 

ARKETEX CERAMIC CORP. 

Sizing no longer costs you extra 
money! • Specify Accurat i le . You 
wil l get sized Grade SS (Super 
Select) ti le, for the price of un­
s ized Grade S . • Accurati le re­
kindles the pride of the crafts­
man in his work. He doesn't hove 
to " fudge" the joints to com­
pensate for wide dimensional dif­
ferences. He creates wal ls with 
neater, straighter, beautifully 
slender lines of mortar. • Here's 
more of what mokes Accuratile 
the finest ceramic glazed struc­
tural t i le you can buy today, at 
any price. 

CHOICE OF 18 CONTEMPORARY TONES FOR UNLIMITED 
AESTHETIC EFFECTS - DELIVERED IN PROTECTIVE 
UNITIZED PACKAGES AT NO EXTRA COST • MADE BY NEW, 
AUTOMATED METHODS W/TH MACHINE-MEASURED QUALITY 
CONTROLS. RAISE YOUR STANDARDS, BUT NOT YOUR 
COSTS. ASK FOR THE FREE ACCURATILE BROCHURE. 

Exclusive Disfributors 

((- rar̂  rp rfL m -CP^ii rji 

R I V E R V I E W AT 2 N D S T R E E T 

ATwafer 1-9305 
Harold W. Bird - Berry Bird - L. L. Dutcher, P. E. 

Also Exclusive Distributors o f ; 
DARLINGTON Glazed Brick 
MOSAICOS Rivero Precast Terrazzo Tile 
STARK Ceramics Structural Glazed Tile 
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CUSTOM 

INSULATED 
PANELS 

Insulated sandwich panels are 
now fabricated here in the 
heart of America. Architects 
can now turn to a local source 
when specifying any panel re­
quirements. Fine products such 
as Glasweld, Formica, Versa-
Tex, Royalite, stainless steel 
and aluminum, are available as 
faces. A core of Thermco 
develops our excellent U fac­
tors; moisture proof too. Wher­
ever laminated panels serve, 
we can serve you. 



HITECTS 
C A L L 

' 'DJ«frlbvfor« SImtm 1$94" 

"Color Contultonti to the Profession' 

HAL SURFACE, JR. B. C . WRIGHT 

J . E. DYCHE 

fVI A R T ! N 

SENOUR 

PAINTS 

C. C. STUART 

1737 Oak St., Kansas City, Mo. 
Downtown Store & Warehouse 

lArrison 1-0455 

The application of Zonolite 
concrete roof decks is as 
specified, exactly 

We certify it 
Architects and contractors often don't get what they specify and pay 
for these days. Upon completion of a certified Zonolite Vermiculite 
Concrete Roof Deck (and after testing), you are given this certificate 
which attests that the Zonolite concrete was prepared and applied in 
accordance with the specifications of the Vermiculite Institute. You 
know it's right. For complete information, write: 

Uttiifititt 

Z O N O L I T E 

Z O N O L I T E D I V I S I O N , 1 3 5 S . L A S A L L E S T R E E T , C H I C A G O 3 , I L L I N O I S 
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C A R T E R - W A T E R S 
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Tex&Mes 
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Colors 

to CO 

requirement 

ICHITAV KANSAS 

KANSAS CITY^I^IP^S 
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ADVERTISERS IN THIS ISSUE page 

General Services Administration 2nd Cover 
O'Brien Movable Part i t ions 4 
Great Western Paint 6 
Buildex ! 8 
Carthage Marble 10 
Arnold-Newbanks 12 
Modern Center 14 
John A. Marshall Co 16 
Blumcraft 18 
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The readers of SKYLINES are responsible for purchasing, financing and designing at least 
85 per cent of all construction in the Kansas-Missouri area. The above firms and as­
sociations have demonstrated their interest in reaching this important readership wi th 
their advertising message. 

EW Products 
EW Processes 

NEW Services 
are invariably introducad 
in Kansas City l>y . . . 

B L U E P R I N T C O 
9 0 9 GRAND « KANSAS 
SOUTH SIDE PLANT 1 7 E 

CITY, MO. 
GREGORV 

T E C H N I C A L 
P H O T O G R A P H Y 

V I C T O R 2 - 7 8 8 1 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L A R T S 
N e w L o c a t i o n ! 

Continuing the best in the following services to architects: 

M O D E L S 

P H O T O G R A P H S 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L R E N D E R I N G S 

S C H E F F E R S T U D I O 
7979 STATE LINE. MO. - EM 3-4033 I I \ 
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SEPARATE BIDS WITH A SINGLE CONTRAC 
OR SEPARATE CONTRACTS 

> THE BEST WAYS TO BUILD 
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\ * S u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g s . 

O w n e r g e t s f u l l v a l u e on 
m e c h a n i c a l w o r k . 

3. E l i m i n a t e s b i d s h o p p i n g . 

4 . O w n e r a n d / o r a r c h i t e c t 
h a v e b e t t e r c o n t r o l o v e r 
s e l e c t i o n of m e c h a n i c a l 
c o n t r a c t o r s . 

PIPE FITTING AND 

Am CONDITIONING 
Cimicil 

contractor. 
...NEA 

When considering construction consult o registered arch­
itect and consulting engineer. 

and 
M I D W E S T A R C H I T E C T 
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