
ft 

« 



GLEN 

DAVID LaGUE 
Pres ident 

JOHN BONER 
E s t i m a t i n g and S a l e s 

lAMES A. JOHNSON 
Sa les Engineer 

DONALD JACKSON 
Vice P r e s . and S a l e s Mgr 

S T E P H E N R. NICHOLS 
E n g i n e e r i n g and E s t i m a t i n g 

ALFRED F. KOENIG 
Sa les Engineer 

ROBERT E . BRAY 
Purchas ing Agent 

JOHN CROSS 
Super in tendent 

G L E N O ' B R I E N MOVABLE PARTITION COMPANY, INC. 

4905 LISTER , KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64130 
MANUFACTURERS, MOVABLE PARTITIONS 

BRIEN 



MIDWEST 
ARCHITI ;CT 

PUBLISHED BY THE 
KAIMSAS CITY CHAPTER 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

VOLUME 18 / NUMBER 6 / OCTOBER NOVEMBER 1S68 
EXECUTIVE OPFICERB: 

Wi l l i am M. C o n r a d , P res iden t 
Rober t J . Koppes , V i ce Pres iden t 
Joseph B. Shaughnessy , Jr . , Secretary 
Dean W. Graves, T reasu re r 
BKYUIIMEB EDITORIAI. BOARD: 

George W. L u n d , C h a i r m a n 
John H u f f m a n , 
Oc tobe r -November Feature Ed i to r 
Jack B loom 
W i l l i a m P. M i d g l e y 
Kenne th G. Wi l son 
James R. Baker , c i r c u l a t i o n 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE BTAFF: 

John Lee S m i t h , Execut ive Secretary 
Bi l l Sh ipp, Pub l i c Re la t ions D i rec tor 
Barbara Vaugh t , Chap te r O f f i ce A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Aus t in H a r m o n , M a n a g i n g Edi tor , SKYLINES 

IBBUfr^^* 

O u V h s ^ d 
r i c a ^ l l n -

OIRECTORBi 

C. J a m e s B a l d e r s o n , 1 9 6 6 - 1 9 6 9 
C la rence F. W a t s o n , 1 9 6 7 - 1 9 7 0 
Dav id M. Brey, 1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 1 
J . Dav id M i l l e r , Ex O f f i c i o 

ARCHITECTURAL REBTORATIOIM 

S K Y L I N E S is the official publication of, and is \ 
bi-monthly by the K a n s a s City Chapter bf the Ame 
stitute of Architects at 800 West 47th Street, K a n s a s City, 
Missouri 64112. Telephone (816) Plaza 3-8567. S u b s c r i p t i o n s 
for A.I.A. members are included with A.I.A. m e m b e r s h i p s . 
Subscr ipt ions for non-members, $3.00 per year; $8.00 for 
three years . Single copies 50c, spec ia l roster Directory 
Issue $1.50. 

Opinions expressed herein are those of the editor or con
tributors and the appearance of products or serv ices , n a m e s 
or pictures in either advert ising or editorial copy does not 
necessar i ly constitute endorsement of the product by the 
K a n s a s City Chapter of the Amer ican Institute of Arch i tec ts . 
Advertising in S K Y L I N E S is subject to the approval of the 

, Executive Committee. Copyright 1968, K a n s a s City C h a p t e r 
of the American Institute of Architects. 

Now available for Kansas City area architects! 

DORIC 
ARCHITECTURAL ROOF TILE 

THE BEAUTIFUL, LIFETIME CONCRETE ROOFING T I L E ! 

This modern, concrete roof ing tile is now being manufac
tured locally, assuring prompt delivery of all designs and 
colors. DORIC has been time-tested on more than 200,000 
homes, motels, churches and commercial buildings, and 
offers more distinct advantages than any other roofing 
material in current use. 

MEETS OR EXCEEDS ALL F.H.A. SPECIFICATIONS 

ECONOMICAL . . . 
prices are comparable to shake roofs. 

BEAUTIFUL . . . 
available in standard colors and a 
wide range of custom colors. 

FIREPROOF . . . 
the special DORIC concrete formula 
is completely fireproof. 

AVAILABLE DORIC PATTERNS 

ROUGH SHAKE WEATHERCREST 
PERMANENT . . . 
a DORIC roof actually improves v îth 
age and will last the lifetime of any 
building. 

PROVIDES INSULATION . . . 
Dead air space between tile and 
sheeting (or old roof) provides added 
insulation on all roofs. 

All DORIC applications wil l be handled by certif ied installers 
. . . free factory t ra in ing available to recognized contractors. 

FOR TECHNICAL DATA AND SPECIFICATION SHEETS CONTACT DORIC 
ROOF TILE 

Highways 56 & 7 North, Olathe, Kansas 66061 /Te lephone ST 2 - 3 0 6 0 u 



c t u m 
roof deck systems 
The lightest structural wood fibre 
board available. 
• T e c t u m Structural wood fibre board combines 
the primary qualities of a roof deck system in one 
homogeneous material. 

• T e c t u m offers strength, acoustical control, and 
prefinished decoration. 

• T e c t u m Plank and Tile is rated non-combustible 
by the National Board of Fire Underwriters. 

• T e c t u m may be installed over standard framing 
with or without sub-purlins for flat 
or pitched construction. 

Specify Tectum 

THE 

FIREPROOFING COMPANY 

SUITE 707. TEN MAIN CENTER 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64105 

ARE NOT 
'JkNAbLE P/em 

Whenever you need anythmg m 
paints or colors, call Hal Sur 
face, Jr. or Chuck Stuart 
Fhey're always ready to help 
SHELTER TONES by MARTIN 
SENOUR represent the ult 
mate in color efficiency and 
product performance in a range 
of pastels never before avail 
able in exterior finishes. See 
the new co l lec t ion of 250 
most durable col

ors under the sun" 
in MARTIN SEN 
OUR Gloss House 
Paint, Acrylic Latex 
and Exterior Flat Oil 
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MEADOW L A K E : 7712 State Line / Andrew 9 422^ 
OVERLAND PARK: 7217 W. 80th Street / Dupont 1-491C 
I N D E P E N D E N C E : 11716 E. 23rd Street / Clifton 4-4911 
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Jo/iti A. Huffman A . / .A. , 
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Annual 
Architectural 
Restoration 
Issue 

Evidence of the past is constantly with us. It exists in 
the Indian burial mounds and long abandoned campsites 
of Lewis and Clark, both to be found within the city 
l imits of Kansas City. It exists in the crude dwellings and 
early manufactur ing structure of our pioneer forebears, 
just as it exists in their later plantations, houses, 
out f i t t ing stations and river landings on the Santa Fe and 
other transportat ion routes. 
The past is present in the exuberant late 19th 
Century commercial Gothic and Itahanate styles of our 
f irst prosperous urban dwellers and in to the later 
Renaissance grandeur of their twentieth century 
successors. From Kelly's bar to the R. A Long mansion, 
f rom Ft. Osage to the Municipal Auditor ium and from 
Watkin's Mil l to the Union Station, the region surrounding 
Kansas City abounds in reminders of the varied 
periods of history experienced by our ancestors; of their 
hardships, their aspirat ions and their achievements. 
Sometimes, however, these landmarks are not always 
easily recognizable, nor their value appreciated. And 
again, once value is established it is often di f f icul t 
to repair and maintain them so that we, as well as future 
generations, wil l not be denied that sense of continuity 
so necessary to physiological well being in an increasingly 
mechanized urban environment. 
This, the Annual Restoration Issue of SKYLINES, is 
intended to publicize various techniques used to identify 
and to maintain works of historic interest. 
Mr. Henderson's art icle discusses survey work in 
progress on the state and national level to identify and 
register landmarks of national significance. Quite 
naturally, the register maintained by the National Park 
Service, wil l include, and rightly so, only those sites and 
structures of regional or larger interest. This leaves 
much to be done in the area of local and 
metropolitan surveys. 
The fol lowing three articles are intended to serve 
two purposes: (1) to publicize landmarks near Kansas 
City which have been developed, and which are 
maintained with a high degree of technical 
competance, and; (2) to il lustrate various 
techniques employed in this development. The terms 
"preserva t ion" , " res to ra t ion " , and " reconst ruc t ion" , 
as used by the conservatore, are relative, designating 
generally the percentage of original material extant 
in a stabilized structure. In this vernacular, Missouri 
Town, 1855, is an example, primarily , of historic 
"preservat ion" . Much can be learned here of early 
construction materials and techniques. Fort Osage is a 
" recons t ruc t ion" . Most elements are new, including 
parts of the site which had to be shifted slightly because 
of erosion. Finally, Book Pucker points out that the 
work of Watkins Mil l falls into all categories including 
" res to ra t ion" , as a result of varying condit ions 
among the several extant structures. 
The three examples discussed are similar in that 
all are groups of related building maintained as park 
property. All can certainly add immeasurably to our 
experience of environment. 



Orval L, Henderson, Jr. , 
Historian, Missouri State Park Board, 
discusses the 

National 
Historic 
Preservation 
Act Of 
1966 
(Public Law 89-655) 

Following enactment by the 89th Congress of Public Law 89-655, which calls 
for a National Register of important archaeological, historic and architectural sites, 
Governor Warren E. Hearnes appointed Mr. Joseph Jaeger, Jr., Director of 
Missouri State Parks, as Missouri's Liaison Officer with the National Park Service, 
the Federal coordinating agency. 

Mr. Jaeger immediately authorized a pilot study of a series of techniques and 
procedures necessary to conduct a state-wide survey of Missouri . Preliminary work 
on selected sites was accomplished dur ing the summer of 1967 and a report 
forwarded to Washington. Mr. Jaeger, in the Fiscal Year 1969 Budget, requested funds 
f rom the Missouri General Assembly, and supported by the encouraging endorsement 
of Governor Hearnes, l imited funds were approved for survey and planning work. 

Research Assistants, one each in architecture, archaeology and history, are 
presently compi l ing respective consensus l ists of Missouri sites worthy for inclusion 
on the National Register. These initial l ists wil l be submit ted to the National 
Park Service soon after the first of the new year. Special forms requir ing detai led 
information are being completed. 

It is hoped that once a site finds its way onto the National Register a degree of 
protection may be obtained. Under Section 106 of Public Law 89-655 all projects funded 
in any form with federal money must at least notify the State Liaison Officer of their 
intent to modify or destroy a site on the National Register. Alternate solutions 
may then be found which may protect the site against destruct ion or modi f icat ion. 

There are no federal funds available to f inance the survey at th is t ime; therefore, 
all work to date has receival support f rom the Missouri General Assembly. It is 
anticipated that as many as four years wil l be required to complete the survey and (0 
to develope a comprehensive plan of execution and preservation. 5 

r 
In comparison with other states, part icularly in the Midwest, Missouri is progressing Z 
quite well and may be favorably compared on an equal foot ing with the better W 
known Eastern states of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts. >i 



A new look at remarkable... 

MISSOURI 
TOWN 
1855 
By William Landahly Director of Parks, 
Jackson County, Missouri 
Sketches by Sidney Moore 

fff.<.<r, ^ 

Located on the eastern side of Lake Jacomo, in a wooded 
hil ly area, Missouri Town, 1855, has been planned to 
preserve the remains of a way of life which is rapidly 
vanishing. Each bui lding has been relocated from a site 
at which it was threatened to be torn down for "Progress," 
thereby destroying tangible evidence of an important 
period of history. 

As you visit the various buildings in Missouri Town, 1855. 
you can sense that these are original buildings and not 
reproductions. These historic buildings were located in 
various parts of western Missouri , disassembled, moved 
here and r e c o n s t r u c t e d in a sett ing as similar to the 
original location as possible. 

Missouri Town, 1855, is open to the public dur ing its con
struct ion so that visitors can see it grow f rom piles of 
numbered t imbers into a l iving village. As household 
items become available, the interiors of the homes will 
be furnished and demonstrat ions of the skil ls and crafts 
of the 1800's wil l give life to this front ier community. 

Often a good water supply or an easy ford in a stream 
brought people into an area and a settlement would 
grow f rom just a single home. Finally the cluster of 
homes would be big enough to support a general store; 
a b lacksmith 's shop would be added and then, with the 
addit ion of a stage way-station and a church, the growth 
of the village would be well underway. 

The several methods of construct ion seen in Missouri 
Town 1855 are not dif ferent stages of development, but 
actually existed side by side as a typical example of how 
early Missouri towns grew. Visitors are often surprised 
by the appeal of the buildings and find here a peaceful 
place to escape the urgencies of our modern t imes. 

Missouri Town 1855 would have been an interesting 
place to live. As visitors go through the town, they can 
visualize it f i l led with people carrying on the day-to-day 
activit ies of more than a century ago. With the large 
famil ies of that day there would have been lots of 
chi ldren playing around the buildings, picnics, church 
socials and. with the absence of TV and high speed trans
portat ion, there would be t ime for relaxed, easy-going 
f r iendships. 

THL RIFFIE HOUSE, of post 
and beam construction, 
originally stood in Maysville, 
Missouri. 

THE RIFFIE HOUSE con
struction detail. 

THE SAMUEECHEVIS TAVERN, 
built about 1821, was located 
at Barry, Missouri. 

MISSOURI TOWN 1855 con
struction detail. 



THE LIVERY STABLE 
in Missouri Town 1855 

THE WITHERS 
HOUSE construe 
Hon detail 

THE FLINTLOCK CHURCH was 
built in 1848 by Primitive 
Baptists north of Platte City 

i 

LAW OFFICE was 
used in the early 
days of Blue 
Springs and in a 
typical store 
building 

THE LUTTRELL CABIN, built 
about 1860, originally was 
located at 39th and Lee's 
Summit Road. 

V,. v.. OUT BUILDINGS, of oak 
construction, include a 
smoke house, hen house, 
and out house. 



Curator of The Watkins Mill, B. H. Rncker 
State Park, 
discusses an 
unusuul case of historic area preservation. 

Watkins 
Mill 
State Park 
Watkins Mil l has been a unique case in historic preser
vation due to many factors, some of which are outlined 
below. It is in many ways a transit ional case which serves 
well to point out the similarit ies and differences between 
preservation, restoration and reconstruct ion, but on bal
ance may be said to best represent restoration. 
The Watkins plantation has come down through the years 
remarkably intact. Its four major bui ldings; mi l l , house, 
church and school, are all sti l l standing, in various states 
of repair. Most of the original acreage of Waltus Watkins' 
homeplace is now within the park boundaries. A great 
deal of the intangible appurtenances of life still survive; 
clothes, books, papers, records, furn i ture, etc. In short, 
most of the original materials are sti l l available for us 
to work wi th , and the task of the Missouri State Park 
Board has been to satisfy the standard dict ionary defini
t ion of restoration, i. e., to return something to a former 
condit ion or state of being. It is our objective to return 
the Watkins establishment to its condit ion dur ing the 
period 1868-1880 . 
In the case of the 1861 mil l itself, very l i t t le was neces
sary other than repairs of a surface nature, tuckpointing 
and repair of brick, replacing window glass, recovering 
the roof and so for th . The interior had survived virtually 
untouched, with machinery in near operational condition. 
Litt le else was needed there but cleaning rags, oil and 
elbow grease. However, an adjacent, wooden, lean-to shed 
which housed the steam engine and dyeing apparatus 
became a case of pure reconstruct ion, as it had disap
peared entirely. 
The two story brick residence of W. L. Watkins, built in 
1850. has also remained in excellent condit ion through 
the years. Most work already done on it. and to be done 
in the future, could be literally classed as only minor 
repairs; new shingles, foundation waterproof ing, and so 
for th . There will be some "de-cons t ruc t ion" involved in 
the removal of a large brick and concrete porch (erected 
in 1945) f rom the rear of the house so that an original 
outdoor kitchen can be restored. 
In the case of the 1870 Mt. Vernon Church and the 
1856 Franklin School, a lack of maintenance over a span 
of many years had resulted in severe deterioration. The 
roofs of both buildings had collapsed into the interiors 
and litt le was left other than basic wall and foundation 
elements. In a few places even these were defective and 
replacement was called for. These two structures wil l 
exist as restoration-reconstruction hybrids, with every
th ing above plate level pure reconstruct ion, and nearly 
everything below merely repaired and restored to its 
original appearance and strength. However, a fortunate 
happenstance was that the interior furnishings of these 
bui ldings were removed by previous owners before their 

Watkins Mill in 
1963 prior to 
restoration, 
showing 
deterioration of\ 
brickwork and 
window frames. 

Photography by Hadley K. Irwin. Missouri State Park 

Watkins Mill in 1967 after 
restoration, showing the engine 
and dye room. 

Watkins home built in 1850 to replace 
a two story log cabin. 

Photography by Watkins Mill Associe 
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A five heddle frame loom. 
Original plans called for 36 looms 
of this size. 
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respective collapses, and they have now been located and 
reacquired. So, when restoration is complete the church 
will have its original pews and pulpit , and the school its 
desks. Both will retain most of the original woodwork 
and t r im, but will have new floors and ceilings. 
Future plans wil l entail the restoration of the environ
ment surrounding these buildings in keeping with the 
1860-1880 period, and this will call for the return of 
many outbuildings not presently in existence, such as 
the blacksmith shop, ice house, wool storage shed, slave 
quarters and so for th . These wil l be projects of almost 
pure reconstruction, but tempered with elements such as 
to make them borderline cases with regard to original 
materials. For example, the scale house can be recon
structed on its original foundat ion; the ice house wil l be 
rebuilt over the original rock-lined ice pit which is still 
extant; the blacksmith shop once reconstructed can be 
outf i t ted with its original bellows and tools which have 
lain in storage these many years. One outbui lding, the 
smokehouse, has always stood intact, with iron hooks 
ready for hanging meat, and all it required was the 
patching of several cracks and so forth to make certain 
that it would be structural ly sound. 
We have also been aware of the problem of the natural 
environment. Research is being conducted to determine 
the proper plant species for the period so that gardens 
and landscaping can be renewed. Certain areas that had 
been turned into lawn in recent years are being returned 
to pasture or undergrowth. Other areas are being re
claimed. Original fences are being rebuilt, or just main
tained if st i l l standing, and newer fences are being re
moved. Various domestic animals, such as sheep, are 
being introduced to enhance the agricultural aspects of 
the plantation. At the same t ime, modern elements are 
being systematically excluded; no automobile traff ic Is 
allowed in the historic area, cement or concrete, where 
their use is necessary, is placed in non-visible situations, 
telephone and electric supply lines are being placed 
underground. 

Our goal is to return the total environment of some 300 
acres, including its bui ldings, roads, fences, and so for th, 
to its former condition of approximately 100 years ago. 
Procedures vary from almost pure preservation in the 
case of the mil l , to a blend of techniques in the church 
and school, to nearly total reconstruction in the case of 
some outbuildings. However, the project as a whole must 
be ajudged primarily a restoration, since preservation and 
reconstruction techniques are applied primari ly to only 
minor elements, as a compl iment to basically whole 
buildings mainly in need of sl ight de-modernization and 
minor "cosmet ic" type repairs. 

Watkins home showing sub-surface 
waterproofing applied to the 
foundation. 

l^ount Vernon Church 
showing brickwork repairs above 
heavy line. 



First Outpost Of The United States In The Louisiana Purchase 

Fort Osage 
1808/1827 
By Charles Kerr, Curatory Jackson County Park Department 
Sketches by Sidney Moore 

Reconstructed Fort Osage at Sibley, in Jackson County, 
Missouri (about twenty miles east of Kansas City), illus
trates the earliest history of the Louisiana Purchase when 
its Indians were f i rst in contact with Americans, the 
Missouri River was laboriously ascended by the keel boats 
of four t raders and explorers, and the topography and 
boundaries of the Purchase were as yet unknown. 
The original Fort was built of hewn white oak logs in 1808, 
on a high promontory overlooking the Missouri , by William 
Clark, joint commander of the Lewis and Clark expedition, 
two years after their return f rom the Pacific. Its purposes 
were to establish fr iendly relations with the Indians by 
giv ing them a government t rading house, enforce the 
l icensing of private traders, and serve notice upon the 
Brit ish and Spanish colonial authorit ies that the United 
States would resent encroachment upon its new territory. 
The Fort Osage reconstruction is a Jackson County Park 
Department project. Purchase and development of the 
site and construct ion of buildings have been authorized 
by the County Court. The Native Sons of Kansas City, 
Missour i , Inc. has donated the historical planning, fur
nishings, and exhibi ts. 
Interest was f i rst created in Fort Osage in 1912 when the 
Daughters of the American Revolution placed a marker 
on the Santa Fe Trai l , which is near the present site of 
the Fort. 
In 1937, D r . K a t e L. G r e g g wrote "Westward With 
Dragons." This book contained Wil l iam Clark's journal 
of the bui ld ing of Fort Osage. On March 8, 1940, Dr. 
Gregg, by invi tat ion, addressed the Native Sons of Kansas 
City on "The History of Fort Osage", which was published 
in the Missouri Historical Review in July 1940. This tal
ented historian also contr ibuted transcr ipts of letters and 
journals of U. S. Factor George C. Sibley, relating to the 
fu l l period of the Fort's activity. During the summer of 
1940, copies of related documents also were obtained 
f rom the National Archives. With this preparation, the 
Native Sons, in November 1940, petit ioned the Jackson 
County Court to purchase the Fort site. Following favor
able action by the Court, Jackson County obtained t i t le 
to some 14 acres of the site proper for $10,000 in 
January 1 9 4 1 . 
In August 1 9 4 1 , John H. Thompson, County Engineer, 
began field exploration of the site and in October ob
tained the services of J . W. Hendron, Archaeologist, from 
the National Park Service. Mr. Hendron was supplied with 
a digging crew, under grant f rom the Federal Works 
Progress Administrat ion. Their f ield research was con
cluded in June 1942, having uncovered the east lines 
of the Fort, along the edge of the bluff, including the 
substructure of the factory bui lding. West lines were 
obscured by overlay of the old town of Sibley, but here 
only soldiers' huts and blockhouses were involved. By 
screening the removed soil many art i facts were recovered, 
including mi l i tary buttons, gun f l ints and parts, building 

materials, patterned china, long-stem clay pipes, coins, 
and articles of Indian origin which can be identified with 
the Fort. 
World War II delayed the beginning of reconstruction 
until the spr ing of 1948, when the County authorized 
the restoration of Blockhouse No. 1. The largest of five 
blockhouses, it guarded the river and was the only one 
having fireplaces. Erosion of the bluff, having left only 
the base of the chimney, made it necessary to shift the 
new structure 20 feet to the south, as well as subsequent 
structures of the Fort proper. In the absence of actual 
design (although Clark's plan view was available), the 
features of a surviving example in Eastern Tennessee 
were adopted as best representing detail common to 
other examples of such structures. The example adopted 
included no turret or cupola, and the Fort Osage record 
supplied no evidence of one. 
The record dictated the use of hewn t imbers, riven stakes, 
puncheon f loors, and boards, all of white oak, for this 
and all subsequent bui ldings. The completed structure, 
equipped with authenticated 6-pound bronze cannon and 
pictorial exhibits, was dedicated September 1 1 , 1948. 
The factory, or t rad ing house, was under construction 
dur ing 1951 1954. It rests upon original foundations, a 
story and a half above ground with two cellars below, 
with the lower cellar opening on the side of the bluff for 
access to riverboats. There is a "p iazza" on three sides. 
Reports to the Federal Indian Department supplied the 
dimensions and use of the rooms, as well as their con
tents, which have been followed in construction and fur
nishings. Hand-blown window glass and period hardware 
add authenticity. A storage room provides a museum. 
During 1954-1961 the remaining buildings of the project 
were constructed, consist ing of off icers' quarters (care
taker's house), four additional blockhouses, soldiers' 
huts, and stockade. It can easily be seen that a fort as 
detailed as this wil l have continuous maintenance prob
lems. Replacing rotten t imbers with treated ones and 
caulking, to keep out moisture, is a never-ending problem. 
Construction methods were improved with the use of a 
farm elevator to raise the blockhouse t imbers, which were 
also steel pinned together. Rough-sawed t imbers were 
marked with axes to give the appearance of being hewn. 
In 1961 an addit ional 22 acres were obtained. Future 
plans consist of preventing erosion by install ing storm 
drains, bui ld ing a boat landing on the Missouri River 
(Kansas City is 25 miles upstream), and relocating and 
enlarging the park ing area. 
Fort Osage now enjoys the status of being a Registered 
National Historic Landmark. Each year more than a quar
ter of a mil l ion visitors f rom every state in the Union 
and many foreign countries visit Fort Osage and relive 
a few minutes of America's colorful past. Admittance is 
free; and the Fort is open seven days a week, all year 
long. 
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Preservation 
News 
& Notes 
THE HISTORIC MOSES R. GRINTER HOUSE, the oldest 
house now standing in Wyandotte County, appears to be 
a good possibil i ty for preservation now that the Junior 
League of Kansas City, Kansas, Inc. is undertaking to 
establish a Heritage Foundation to help acquire the prop
erty. The house, in Muncie, Kansas, was built in 1857 
overlooking the site of a ferry across the Kaw river es
tabl ished in 1831 by Grinter, the f i rst permanent white 
settler in the area. 
Acquisit ion of Grinter Place wil l be a joint venture of the 
Heritage Foundation and the Kansas City State Historical 
Society, the latter of which would become fee t i t le owner 
and maintain the property as provided by the Kansas 
legislature. 
Grinter Place, located on K-32 at 78 th Street, is presently 
owned and operated as a museum by Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
E. Hanson, who have done much to preserve the struc
ture. Visitors are welcome on weekends. 

A NEW 37 ACRE SANTA FE TRAIL PARK, located at 27th 
and Topping, adjoining the present Blue Valley Park has 
been acquired by The Board of Park and Recreation Com
missioners of Kansas City, Missour i . 
Partially situated on a bluff overlooking the Big Blue 
River, the park site contains many objects of historic 
interest. Among them are an early ford on the Santa Fe 
Trail and an enormous outcrop widely known as "Ghost 
Rock" to early travelers. The later Independence-Westport 
road traversed the park and remains of an early bridge 
are sti l l extant. 
The park is open to the public at th is t ime, but develop
ment has just begun. Plans include partial restoration of 
the site and the addit ion of picnic tables and historic 
exhibits appealing to both young and old. 
Enter the new park f rom either Blue Valley Park or f rom 
27th and Topping. 

THE NATIVE SONS OF KANSAS CITY should be credited 
for their cont inuing and signif icant contr ibut ions toward 
the preservation of our heritage. Reconstruction of Fort 
Osage, described in an earlier art icle, is no little part 
due to their early recognition of th is signif icant national 
landmark and their persistent efforts in its behalf. 
More recent projects include the erection of plaques or 
monuments at many sites of historic interest. Among 
these are Byram's Ford, Old Fort Union, and Kelly's bar. 
the oldest bui ld ing in Kansas City. 
The Native Sons contr ibut ion to the Jackson County 
Historical Society for restoration of the Wornall House 
South Gallery was reported earlier in SKYLINES. 

^ WORNALL HOUSE preservation work continues. Recent 
u plans announced by the Jackson County Historical So-
Z ciety call for immediate complet ion of work on the South 

Gallery, installation of newly acquired antique mantle 
g pieces and reconstruction of the hearths in the parlor 

and si t t ing room, and furn ish ing the lower floor. When 
5 completed the project wil l be partially open to the public. 

A modern kitchen has already been removed as have 
many other later addit ions including a sun porch, a 
north port ico, an added fireplace, and an exposed hot 
water heating system. Structural repairs are now com
plete and the f loors restored. 
Future plans call for restoration of the 1858 kitchen, the 
fireplace of which was exposed dur ing demolit ion work, 
and the addit ion of a reconstructed closet and handrail 
in the entrance hal l . Decorating and furnishing of the 
upper f loor together with extensive site restoration will 
complete the work. 

C U Y COUNTY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION MEMBERS put 
in a good many Saturdays tearing down the 1847 
Overton-Harris log house, nine miles north of Liberty, 
then cart ing it to the Watkins Mill State Park for storage 
until it can be re-erected. The front section of the house 
is two ful l stories, size 18 x 20 feet. To the rear is a 
single-storied log kitchen 18 feet square. This is sep
arated f rom the front l iving quarters by a 12 foot wide 
covered "Dog Walk . 
This house is unusual in its size, and was likely one of 
the last log houses bui l t in th is area because of increas
ing availability of lumber, sawed by steam-driven mills. 
The old house wil l be re-erected at the Watkins Mill 
State Park to show the kind of home used by mill owner 
Waltus L. Watkins before he could build his permanent 
house of brick in 1 8 5 0 - 5 1 . 

PROFESSOR CURTIS BESINGER reports the following 
historically oriented news from the University of Kansas: 
Professor Wil l iam B. Thompson spent a part of the 
summer engaged in recording domestic architecture of 
the late 18th and 19th century in N.E. Georgetown. He 
worked as part of a team sponsored by the Fine Arts 
Commission of Washington, D. C. 
Students in the Introduct ion of Architecture course have 
prepared reports, based on H.A.B.S. format, on archi
tecture in the midwest, while students in the History of 
American Architecture course have prepared H.A.B.S. 
reports on architecture specifically located in Kansas. In 
addit ion, two students worked dur ing the summer with 
H.A.B.S. recording teams. 
An outstanding exhibit of Nineteenth Century Houses in 
Lawrence opened on September 22 at the Museum of 
Art of the University. A June graduate, Ed Baskett, did 
a photographic survey on which the exhibit was based, 
while Professor Fred Stephenson and students in his 
class in architectural photography took many of the 
photos used both in the exhibit and in the catalogue. 
Professor Thompson wrote the introductory notes and 
assisted Professor Besinger in making selections for the 
exhibit. Denys Peter Myers, Principal Architectural His
torian for the Historic American Building Survey, spoke 
at the opening. 

A JOINT CONFERENCE was held in Columbia on Novem
ber 16 by preservation off icers from the Kansas City, 
Springfield and St. Louis chapters of the American 



Institute of Architects, representatives from St. Louis and 
Missouri Valley chapters of the Society of Architectural 
Historians, and others interested in historic preservation, 
to coordinate state-wide conservation activities. 
The conference, arranged by Phil Cotton, A.I.A., St. Louis, 
and Professor Osmund Overby of the Department of 
Art History and Archeology at the University of Missouri, 
Columbia, and present editor of the S.A.H. Journal, 
featured the fol lowing: 
Mr. George Wrenn, Supervisor of Properties for the 
Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquit ies, 
spoke on the "Phi losophies and Problems of Restor
a t ion" , and later moderated reports presented by many 
of the organizations present. 
Mr. Crosby Brown and Miss Mary McCue, both with the 
Missouri State Park Board, spoke on the survey currently 
being conducted by the board to select consensus sites 
in Missouri for inclusion in the Register maintained by 
the National Park Service. 
Mr. John Bryan, author of the book, "Missour i 's Con
tr ibut ion to American Arch i tecture" , and many, many 
articles publicizing the significance of Missouri 's land
marks, was honored at a luncheon. 

THE PAWNEE INDIAN VILLAGE MUSEUM, Republic 
County, Kansas, has recently been completed by the 
Kansas State Historical Society. The museum Is located 
at the site of an Indian village dat ing from approximately 
1820 and actually Incorporates an original earth lodge 
floor. The village of about 1,000 Pawnee Indians orig
inally consisted of between 30 and 4 0 round, dome-
shaped lodges of sod over a heavy t imber framework. 
A 300 foot walk leads visitors f rom the museum past 
remaining surface features of the site; lodge floors, 
storage pits and remaining evidences of a village wall. 
At Fort Hays, the Society has recently renovated a guard
house and a blockhouse, which are open as museums. 
A visitor 's center, also containing quarters for a care
taker, will probably be completed next spring. 

ELSAH, ILLINOIS, an early mil l town, port, and manu
factur ing center on the Great River Road just north of 
Alton, exists in a remarkable state of preservation largely 
due to the efforts of local residents. Professor Charles 
B. Hosmer of nearby Princlpia College reports that the 
Village Board is current ly working on a new zoning 
ordinance containing provisions for historic distr ict 
preservation, and that Historic Elsah, formerly a garden 
club, has extensive plans for restoring plant materials 
within the village as well as screening its entrance from 
the now commercially developed River Road. 
Within easy dr iv ing distance of St. Louis, Elsah offers 
the visitor a truly signif icant opportuni ty to experience 
a mid-nineteenth century environment complete with 
many modest houses of both clapboard and stone, set 
in a picturesque canyon separating mighty bluffs over
looking the Mississippi River. 

THE HISTORIC BUILDING COMMITTEE of the Kansas 

City chapter, American Institute of Architects, is cur
rently engaged In two noteworthy projects designed to 
foster an awareness of many local landmarks. Mem
bers of the committee recently completed two walk ing 
tours of city neighborhoods to identify both dist r ic ts 
and individual structures worthy of recording, a n d / o r 
rehabil i tat ing. Finding of the committee wil l be pub
lished in the form of a map with support ing photographs 
to be distr ibuted to visi tors by the Kansas City Tour ist 
Commission. 
A second project, a photographic exhibit of several local 
historic landmarks, wil l open January 5th at the All 
Souls Unitarian Church. The exhibit has been designed 
to Il lustrate the Importance of preserving Kansas City 's 
architectural heritage In order to maintain a needed 
continuity in our urban fabric. 
The exhibit wi l l be available to other organizations on 
request after January, 1969. 

THE MID-AMERICA MUSEUMS COUNCIL seminar meet 
ing was held Friday, November 1, at the Nelson Gallery 
in Kansas City. The program, organized by Mr. Mi l ton 
Perry, Curator of the Truman Library, was Intended to 
i l lustrate a lack of basic research In many areas of 
middle-western history, and to begin a cont inu ing pro
gram of concentrated scholarship to overcome that 
omission. 
Four papers, presented at the meeting, wil l be publ ished 
in the near future. 
Mr. Robert T. Bray, Archeologist, spoke on "Archeological 
Sites in Western Missour i " , indicat ing a need for research 
into the forms and materials of locally manufactured 
pottery, and a need for better understanding of pioneer 
industrial processes to aid the researcher In evaluat ing 
his f indings. 
Miss Mary P. McCue, Histor ian, spoke on "Cast- I ron In 
Missouri Archi tecture" , point ing out that al though this 
material was broadcast in commercial store f ronts in 
the 1870 and 1880 's , very l itt le is now known about its 
local manufacture. These storefronts possessed much 
charm and some should be preserved. 
Mr. Harold W. Tribolet, a book and paper Conservatore, 
spoke on the causes of deterlorlat ion of paper and tech
niques for both its preservation and restorat ion. Mr. 
Tribolet has been active In developing many of the 
formulae used in this Important f ie ld. He served as a 
member of the United States team of conservators who 
assisted the Italian government In Florence, fo l lowing the 
recent f lood which damaged much important mater ia l . 
Mrs. Katherine N. Taggart, Historian, spoke on " H e n r y 
Sager, Furniture Maker of Early Westpor t " , not ing that 
the census roles of 1850, 1860 and 1870 indicated a 
majority of our local cabinet and furn i ture makers, as ^ 
well as other craf tsmen, were of German or igin and tha t •< 
their products were surprisingly unlike those of most 5 
mid-Atlantic and southern craf tsmen. Usually unsigned, m 
local works are exceedingly d i f f icu l t to Identify because ? 
so litt le Is known of their unique designs. g 



CITY BLOCK pre-shrunk masonry units were specified in the addition to the Nashua Elementary 
School, North Kansas City, Missouri. 
Architect: Joseph P. Cheesebrough, Jr.; General Contractor: Phillips Construction Company; Ma
sonry Contractor: Charles Harris. 

CITY B L O C K ' S PRE-SHRUNK 
MASONRY UNITS 

ELIMINATE " A F T E R BUILDING" 
SHRINKAGE! 

High pressure steam cured for eight hours, CITY 
BLOCK'S pre-shrunk masonry units have a maximum 
moisture content of 30% with maximum linear 
shrinkage .030. These are specifications you can 
count on . . . and the blocks can be delivered in one 
day's time! CITY BLOCK'S remarkable new 80 foot 
long dual high pressure steam curing vessels cure 
blocks at a temperature of 360 ' F under pressure 
of 150 lbs. P. S. I. for consistent product uniformity 
and building reliability. 

For more information contact 
CITY BLOCK 
AND PRODUCTS 
COMPANY 
1212 West 24 Highway 
Independence 
Missouri 64050 
Telephone (816) Clifton 2-8760 

CITY 
BLOCK 

AIMD 
PROOUCTS 
COMPAIMY 



That sure Is 
a big, beautiful building 

. ......J, 

1 

f:that no one will ever,< 
^ ' I in the dark. I i 

Why should the grandeur of your building set 
when the sun does? 

Today, with the advancements that have been 
made in architectural lighting, the beauty of your 
building doesn't have to be wasted at night. 

In fact, we can help you make it look even better 
than the sun can. 

If you have a building now, or one in the planning 
stage, sit down with us and let us show you what 
architectural lighting can do. Call GR 1-0060 and 
ask for a lighting specialist. No obligation. 

T h e P o w e r & L i g h t People 
Making Electricity Work for You 

niMH HMKIM 
OUR COMPANY OFFERS SUCH A S E R V I C E -

CONSULT ANY OF US ABOUT MORTGAGE 

FINANCING: BYRON T. SHUTZ • PAUL M. 

JONES • BYRONC. SHUTZ- R U SSELLS . JONES 

• TOM G. CONGELTON • PRESTON L MOSS 

H E R B E R T V . J O N E S 

&L C O M P A N Y 

Realtors • Mortgage Bankers 
300 Bryant BIdg. VI 2-5711 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

ARCHITECT: M A R S H A L L A N D BROWfVJ 

A S H GROVE RESEARCH LABORA 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L 
P H O T O G R A R H V 
PAUL S. KIVE 
WILLOW 2-51^B 1507 M E W S DRIVE 

KANSAS CITY MISSOURI 



There's nothing new or exciting 
about bricl< schoolhouses... 

except - - - Double Wall Systems by Acme Brick 

Brick wall outside. Brick wall inside. Put them together and 
gain double helpings of: 
BEAUTY. The color, texture and pattern of interior brick 
walls create a classroom environment that invites better 
attendance, better attention. 
Q U I E T N E S S . Brick Double Walls provide improved sound 
control that makes it easier for teachers to teach, easier 
for students to learn. 
ECONOMY. Brick placed back-to-back provide superior 
insulative qualities that hold down heating/cooling costs. 
And the more brick you have, the less work there is for the 
maintenance crew. 
P E R M A N E N C E . Brick's warm beauty endures. It's there 
for everyone to enjoy. Now. And generations from now. 
SAVINGS. Construction is simpler because you have fewer 
crafts to coordinate. Faster, too, because the walls are finished 
when you top them out. 
Nothing new about brick schoolhouses? Don't you believe it! 
Write for literature on Acme Brick Double Wall Systems. 
Technical assistance is yours for the asking. new dimensions in building 

A C M E BRICK C O M P A N Y • 6001 M A N C H E S T E R T R A F F I C W A Y • K A N S A S CITY, M O . 64130 • 816-361-5900 



S P E C I F Y T H E B E S T 
Buildex is the rotary kiln processed expanded 

Mow Ceramic Coated! 

lightweight aggregate for structural concrete^ 

with a ceramic coating. Buildex also follows 

through on each and every structural job with, 

"on the job/ ' quality control to insure quality 

structural concrete. 

STRUCTURAL LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES 

BUILDEX, INC 
P L A N T S A T : 

S A L E S A T : 

Marquette, Kansas — 913 546-2276 
Ottawa, Kansas — 913 242-3271 
Ottawa, Kansas — 913 242-2177 



We re a 
diversifist 
That 's a diversified specialist. 
Somebody who's special ized in a diversi f ied field. 
Or vice versa. 
You won' t f ind one in the Yellow Pages. They don't 
usually list "one of a kind." And we're just that. 
Carter-Waters has special ized in construct ion 
materials for nearly half a cen tu ry . . . serving 
contractors, architects, and engineers, primarily. 
At the same time, we've diversif ied in the whole 
field of basic construction mater ia ls . . . f rom brick, 
Haydi te l ightweight aggregate and hol low metal 
doors to epoxies, Jahn forms and Saturock cold 
asphalt ic concrete. 
By the piece, the dozen, the truckload, or car load. 
Next t ime you build, call a diversifist. 
There's only one around. 

C A R T E R - W A T E R S 

2 4 4 0 Pennway 
MO 6 4 1 0 8 

G R a n d 1-2570 

d i v e r s i f i e d m a t e r i a l s s e r v i c e 



Metcalf South 
Shopping Center 
saved 5cii a sq. ft. 
with floor design 
using Arnnco Joists 

A new concept . . . using deeper but fewer joists spaced farther apart 
. . . saving 5c a square foot. 

This shopping center has a floor design with stiffer framing. Armco 
Joists, 24 inches deep, were spaced at three-foot intervals instead of the 
normal two-foot intervals. Then a thicker concrete slab was laid (3 inches 
instead of 2>^). Cost difference: 1c sq. ft. more for additional concrete, 
but 6c sq. ft. less because fewer joists were used. A savings of 5c a sq. ft. 
And deflection was reduced, producing a stiffer floor. 

More than 3500 Armco J- and H-Series Shortspan Joists were used in 
this unique design. Armco Joists offer remarkable advantages to the 
building contractor. New ways to use them are actively being explored. 
If you'd like to know more about Armco Joists used in this project, write 
Armco Steel Corporation, Department W-1178BB. 7000 Roberts Street, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64125. 

Architect: 
Boyle <Sc Wilson, 
Kansas City, Kansas 

Engineer: 
Uri Seiden d Associates, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Contractor: 

Martin-Salsbury Constructors, Inc. 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 

Steel Fabricator: 
Havens Steel Company, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

ARMCO STEEL ARMCO 
V 



BALONEY AND BRICK 
A sandwich is the last place you 
would expect to find brick. Why, 
then, should you expect sandwich 
meat such as baloney to be used 
in connection with brick and brick
layer's pwduction? Expect it or 
not, baloney is being widely incor
porated into some information on 
bricklayer's production. 
How many times have you heard 
the statement: "Bricklayers used 
to lay thousands of bricks a day 
but aren't allowed to do that any 
more?" An example of grade "A" 
baloney! Some years back, the 
Bricklayers, Masons and Plasterers 
International Union of America 
made a still standing offer of 
$1,000 to anyone who could show 
proof of any such restriction by 
a subordinate union local. The 
money is still in the bank — not 
that this dispelled the baloney. 
In a survey made by contractors 
in 17 cities, average daily produc
tion was 638 face bricks per man. 
Production ranged from 350 in 
highly ornamental pierced walls to 
1,000 for 12- inch blank walls. 
There is no limit on the produc
tion of a union craftsman other 
than that imposed by design and 
job administration. There is no 
limitation on design where the 
artist's mind conceives and the 
human hand executes. Today's 
craftsman—bricklayer and stone 
mason—wants to serve you. He is 
proud to be part of your building 
team. 

For free information on masonry, 
call Don Wilkerson, JE 1-4741. 

BUILDING AND MASONRY ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM 
BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION OF KANSAS CITY 
632 V\/est 39th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64111 

K Y L I I M 
Suite 206, John Hancock Building 
8 0 0 West 47th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64112 
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