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Metropolitan Kansas City has the forward look. An expanding, diversified economy
panning six counties, it offers an inspiring area in which to live and work.”
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You can design an island of beauty
and modern-day efficiency within any
aging building, using modern
partitioning techniques developed by
Glen O'Brien Movable Partition Co.
and specified for new and remodel

projects nationwide.

The range of materials, colors and
designs permits limitless originality in

appearance and functional layout.

®
"QUICK-CHANGE"
PARTITIONS

GLEN

4905 LISTER
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64130
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BRIEN

TELEPHONE
(816) WABASH 3-9705

With construction costs UP,
SAVE with “Quick-Change’’ Partitions

Fully Re-usable with

minimum labor costs
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HAYDITE

‘“THE ORIGINAL LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATE"

LIGHTWEIGHT —approximately Y3 lighter than ordinary blocks
made with sand and rock. Reduces deadload without sacrificing
strength or other desirable qualities.

STRENGTH —in excess of Federal and ASTM specifications and
local building code requirements.

FIRE RESISTANCE —Underwriters Laboratories Standards for
Safety UL 618, August 1958, tests rate 8" Haydite block, with a
1%4" face shell, at 2 hours. A 134" face shell is rated at 4 hours.

UNIFORMITY —insize, texture and color for accuracy and beauty.

ACOUSTICS —are improved by the cellular structure of the
aggregate and the texture of the block. Approximate noise
reduction coefficient of a medium textured, unpainted Haydite
block is 0.45.

For complete information
see your local block
producer or contact us direct.

KANSAS CITY o MO. 64108
2440 Pennway ¥ GRand 1-2570

Producers of Haydite aggregate at
Centerville, lowa, and New Market, Missouri.
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THERMAL INSULATION —the U factor (average) on 8" Haydite
blocks is 0.32 and on 12", 0.29

DURABLE —exceeds Federal and ASTM specifications for hol-
low, load-bearing masonry, above and below grade. Laboratory
tests show 100 cycles of freezing and thawing without visible
damage or loss of weight.

NON-STAINING & NON-CORROSIVE-the chemically inert
composition of Haydite eliminates discoloration of the block,
or to paint or plaster applied to the block.

ATTRACTIVE —a pleasing texture and natural gray color suit-
able for many applications without further treatment.
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Why should the grandeur of your building set when the
sun does?

Today, with the advancements that have been made in
architectural lighting, the beauty of your bui!dim; doesn't have
~ to be wasted at night. '

In fact, we can help you make it look even better thaﬂ the
sun can.

If you have a buildlng now, or one in the planning stage, sit
down with us and let us show you what architectural lighﬁ ‘
can do. Call Kansas Qity Power & Light commny (GR 1 L




ELIMINATE
AFTER BUILDING
SHRINKAGE WITH
CITY BLOCK’S
PRE-SHRUNK
MASONRY UNITS

[] High pressure steam cured for 8 hours

[[] Maximum moisture content of 309%
[[] Maximum linear shrinkage .030
[] One day delivery

SPECIFY CITY BLOCK FOR CONSISTENT PRODUCT
UNIFORMITY AND BUILDING RELIABILITY.

AND PRODUCTS

CITY BLOCK comeany

1212 W. 24 Highway, Independence, Mo. 64050
Telephone (816) Clifton 2-8760
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Tectum
roof deck systems

The lightest structural wood fibre
board available.

B Tectum structural wood fibre board combines
the primary qualities of a roof deck system in one
homogeneous material.

B Tectum offers strength, acoustical control, and
prefinished decoration.

B Tectum Plank and Tile is rated non-combustible
by the National Board of Fire Underwriters.

B Tectum may be installed over standard framing

with or without sub-purlins for flat
or pitched construction.

Specify Tectum

g 7)
THE [(
FIREPROOFING COMPANY

SUITE 707, TEN MAIN CENTER
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64105

Employment Security Building
Architect: Shaughnessy, Bower and Grimaldi, Architects
General Contractor: S. R. Brunn

Masonry Contractor: V. S. DiCarlo
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R THUNDEROUS SILENCE

tropolitan Kansas City has the forward look. An expanding,
rsified economy spanning six counties, it offers an inspiring
in which to live and work,” accurately describes the environ-
t pictured above as was intended in the September, 1969
SAS CITIAN, but the statement becomes incongruous when
ed to the young man's environment pictured on the cover. The
sas City we proudly describe as The City of Fountains, beautiful
s, unique shopping centers and residential areas second to none
ot real for a significant number of Kansas Citians. METRO-

has estimated there are 64,000 substandard dwelling
5 in urban Kansas City. This substandard housing is ‘‘home’’
hipproximately 250,000 people.

Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce has generously
itted us to use statements from the September, 1969 KAN-
CITIAN out of context, in collage with photographs taken this
in our City, to focus on the inconsistency between the “‘good
about which we talk, and life as it is for many Kansas Citians.
possible that we who are uniquely qualified to deal with en-
mental issues have become so obsessed with architecture as
siness that we have become insensitive to the real needs of
City and our clients? Is it possible that we have contributed to
deterioration of our environment, directly, by designing for the
ests of our client even when in conflict with the interests of

Robert Berkebile Issue Editor

the community, or indirectly, by maintaining “prudent silence’
on issues of community environment?

We are challenged on many fronts to be sensitive and relevant:

by WHITNEY YOUNG, JR., Executive Director, National Urban
League (Portland, Oregon, 1968 AlA Convention): “The AIA has dis-

tinguished itself by its thunderous silence and complete irrelevance to
the social revolution.”

by THE ARCHITECT'S RESISTANCE (Chicago, Illinois, 1969 AIA
Convention): “As expressed in the AlA's Standards of Professional Prac-
tice, architectural services should be directed toward ‘the ultimate goal
of creating an environment of orderliness and beauty.” In a society torn
by racism and dominated by institutional violence, in an environment
which is demoralizing and inhuman, ultimate goals of Orderliness and
Beauly are meaningless. Architecture is not an abstract art existing in a
moral void, but part of an economic, political and social process. This
process dictates the form and practice of architecture, and in order for
architecture to fulfill human needs, the process must be governed by
human values, not material ones.”

The article by Charles Kahn (University of Kansas) offers an insight
to the pressing environmental problems facing our City, explores
options open to the university and the profession in dealing with
the problem and challenges us as citizens and as architects to re-
evaluate our convictions and priorities.
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“Kansas City, traditionally mindful of its residents’ leisure
activities, maintains 108 parks which embrace 7,030 acres.
The base of this system was that planned by the founding
fathers—one of the outstanding park layouts in the nation.”
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"Although building continues heavy in multi-family units, a broad
spectrum of single family dwellings with price-range variety are
available in both new and old construction. Good places to live
are sprinkled throughout the counties.”
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“Perhaps one of Kansas City's greatest charms is the near
unlimited variety of its residential and shopping areas. From quiet
tree-shaded older neighborhoods to the fast-developing suburban
complexes of luxury apartments and townhouses, the resident
can choose pleasant accommodations to suit

his income and his tastes.”
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“Metropolitan Kansas City abounds in excellent shopping
centers strategically located in the six-county area. There are
more than 100 of them of various kinds—neighborhood,
community and regional.”
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THE UNIVERSITY AND THE OFFICE:

ACTION INVOLVEMENT AND PROFESSIONAL RELEVANCE

By Charles Howard Kahn
Dean, School of Architecture
and Urban Design

University of Kansas

One of the major problems in the contemporary world is that the
pace of our life is so hectic that we rarely have the time or in-
clination to re-evaluate our standards or re-order our priorities.
This is especially true for professionals, and, seemingly, doubly
so for architects. For those of us in private practice the press
of our daily responsibilities convinces us that we have little time for
activities other than those involved with meeting the requirements
and deadlines imposed on us by the clients for whom we work. Even
for those of us in the universities, the combined pressures of teach-
ing and, hopefully, practice tie us to traditional procedures and
priorities which may have little relevance to the real problems of
society. Urban life may deteriorate for those of us for whom it has
traditionally been exciting and rewarding without that deterioration
becoming discomforting, much less overwhelmingly unbearable.
The affluence of our society allows a trade-off which we have as
yet, as a nation, found to be entirely acceptable. For those of us
for whom urban life has never been more than at a bare survival
level even the trade-off alternative does not exist. The resulting
anomaly of our age is that those whose professional expertise is
in the area of environment are less sensitive to the depredations
caused by our man-made artifacts than are the people whose
every-day lives are affected by the impact of these artifacts.
Instead of becoming more sensitive to these problems, we profes-
sionals have tended to become less sensitive. We are in the
unenviable position of having to be challenged to become relevant,
of being ‘‘thunderous in our silence’’, and of simultaneously having
the professional base of our activities eroded away. What has been
lacking in all of us has been the ability to step back from our
professional activities long enough to allow a reconsideration of
what urban life has become, what we as architects have done to
contribute to the present condition, what we have failed to do to
prevent it, and what options are open to us to arrest and, hopefully,
reverse the existing situation.

None of this is intended to intimate that there are not pressing en-
vironmental problems outside of the urban centers of the country.
It is merely to emphasize at this time the primacy of the Urban
problem. This primacy, characterized by the convergence of the race
crisis and the urban crisis, forces certain rational decisions on
architects. It is unfortunate that, at a time when environmental
problems are so paramount in our lives, our profession has neither
great numerical, political nor economic power. We are barely one-
third the size of the medical or legal professions. In addition, we
must in all honesty admit that the stature of our profession is not
as secure as that of the doctor or the lawyer. We are, therefore,
forced by the logic of the situation to muster our meager forces
and concentrate the great bulk of them on the one issue which we
feel to be critical. It is this problem of the ordering of our priori-
ties and a decision to avoid putting ineffectual minor resources
in many different, albeit important, areas that must become our
major preoccupation today.
12 | SKYLINES

While the move | made to Kansas just last year certainly gives rf
no long-standing familiarity with the region to justify being

expert, it did afford to me just such an opportunity to re-evalu
my professional activities and reorder my sense of priorities ¢
cerning the environment. This is not to say that | did not f
the absolute necessity of an urban commitment for the c
temporary professional school of architecture long before | ma
the decision to come to the University of Kansas. | am sure t
there were many of us to whom this was apparent long bef
Whitney Young, Jr., made his address at Portland and galvaniz
the profession into a very modest national commitment for the fi
time. However, my move did allow me to consider the importan
of an urban setting and orientation to architectural education a
the implications of this for the non-urban University. The pro

nence of “Urban Design'’ in the name of the new School and t
heavy orientation of the School toward the urban centers with whi
the University has political, geographic or traditional connectio
is a result of this process of re-evaluation. The fact that urb
studies are fashionable at this time does not diminish their criti
importance. Our orientation is not a product of fashion but of co
mitment and need.

| am sure that most professionals are aware of the fact that u
versity-origin action programs are not unique to nor original w
Kansas. The architecture students of the country have been
timately involved with the present student activist movement fr
its inception. It is interesting to note that the entire initial confron
tion at Columbia hinged on an environmental issue: the extensi
of the University into the Harlem ghetto adjacent to it with
consideration of the ghetto residents themselves; a major issue
Berkeley was the ‘‘People’s Park’’; and one of the issues wh
triggered the action at San Francisco State was the rejection
the Regents of the design for the new student union building
Moshe Safdie. These have been only some examples of stud
involvment in environmental issues.

But the entire concept of advocacy represents an involvement
and commitment to the needs of inner-city poor more represen
tional than the specific issues briefly listed above. Advocacy invol
a willingness to respond to the felt and stated needs of the ¢
munity as an advocate for the community's position, be it vis-a
the city administration, the federal government, or local ves
interests, when the actions of these groups are felt to be not in
best interests of the community. As such, it involves action o
controversial level. But the fact that it is controversial is no lon
germane. The reality is that imposed programs and solutions
specific inner-city problems which originate out of the commu
without community participation are no longer reasonable or po
ble ways in which to proceed. It was with this basic concept
mind that the School of Architecture and Urban Design made
commitment to advocacy participation.

The establishment of such a program in the late summer of 19
when | arrived at the University, suffered from two initial seri
deficiencies. First was the almost total lack of credibility by

community in both the intentions and ability to produce of

University. Secondly was the undefined and minimal resource
tential which architecture itself felt it could make available
produce the services it was offering. It was obvious that the gen
tion of credibility in answer to the first of these was heavily
pendent on the solution to the second. Nevertheless, several of
faculty regularly attended the initial meetings of the Model Ci
area groups in Kansas City to make known the availability of

consultive services. It was the initial conception of the prog
that these services would be made available on a volunteer b
by both faculty and students at the University. Operating un




ZATION OF MINCORITY CONTRACTORS SPONSORED BY THE
ACK ECONOMIC UNION. DEAN KAHN, A MEMBER OF THE

bse constraints, an extreme sense of frustration was soon felt
those of us who were involved with the program. We were com-
ted to the premise that forcing either services or programs on
b community would not work and yet realizing that community
tiative would not generate contact until the community had
e confidence in the university. Concurrent with this came the
hlization that architecture alone had neither the resources nor
the expertise necessary to consider the complex, inter-related
oblems of urban life. Still, several embryo connections were es-
blished and programs were commenced with the Ballard Center
Lawrence, the Model Cities and Black Economic Union in Kansas
y, Missouri and the City administration in Kansas City, Kansas.
that time, Kansas City, Kansas, had not as yet received its
pdel Cities designation. It was soon clear that volunteer personnel
uld not handle the job that needed to be done and an architect
s hired by the School as assistant professor with the specific
sponsibility of establishing a community design center and com-
nications with existing community organizations. Simultaneously,
group of people representing almost all of the various schools in
e University coalesced around a small nucleus of people, one of
om represented the School of Architecture, which, in effect,
anged the whole thrust of University involvement. From a rather
stricted view point involving only architecture, the University
buncil for Urban Action initiated a commitment of the multi-
Sciplinary resources of the University to the problems of the
inorities and the poor. Composed of the Deans of all of the
hools, with representation from other administrative areas and
udents, the Council had both immediate access to personnel
d the administrative power to make commitments of resources
thin the various disciplines. The function of the Council was to
b to initiate University response to problems from the community.
keeping with the change in character of the effort, the Commu-

E FIRST MEETING OF MO-KAN CONTRACTORS, AN ORGA-

Y /‘b : .

ACT TEAM (NATIONAL CONS:FRUCTION TASK FORCE) ORGA-
NIZED AND STAFFED A SIXTEEN WEEK COURSE IN CON-
STRUCTION DRAWINGS AND ESTIMATING FOR MO-KAN MEM-
BERS.

nity Design Center became the Community Consultation Center
of the University of Kansas. With the semi-formal involvement of
the University came the real necessity of ordering the priorities and
coordinating the activities of the sudden proliferation of schools
and departments which, as if waiting for some catalytic action,
suddenly became involved in sometimes conflicting and duplicatory
programs. The response of the University to these problems was the
establishment of the new position of Special Assistant to the
Chancellor for Urban Programs.

With the arrival of the Urban Coordinator on the campus came the
opportunity to evaluate the few successes and real failures of the
first year of the action program. The failures were many, discourag-
ing but not, in retrospect, unexpected. We never were able to es-
tablish any working organization with the Model Cities program in
Kansas City, Missouri. The reasons for this, | would imagine, are
a combination of lack of confidence in the University's commitment
to produce, an inefficient and ineffective communications procedure
between community and University, and a lack of understanding by
the community in grasping the significance and potential of the
University resource. In addition, the few new programs which were
generated with University support ran afoul of the shrinking funding
available from federal sources. At the present time, none of the
grant requests prepared during the first year have received funding.
It is obvious from a study of the activities of the first year that
we were spread far too thin. In shot-gunning the numerous prob-
lems which existed in an attempt to quickly initiate a program which
was very late in getting started we fell victim to the same lack
of establishment of priorities about which we were so aware and
critical when it applied to others. We in architecture also failed
to encourage strongly enough major participation in the Urban Cen-
ter by the professionals in the city.

SKYLINES / 13




But among the failures were some very real successes. The estab-
lishment of the University Council for Urban Action and the Com-
munity Consultation Center itself are indicative of the movement
of the University into the area of direct social-action programs.
The importance of this cannot be overestimated. With the Special
Assistant to the Chancellor assisting in ordering our goals and
setting our priorities, the base which we have built over the past
year is, alone, sufficient justification of the work of the past year.
We have, in addition, managed to establish some measure of
credibility in the communities and our communications with the
communities is on a much firmer basis than was ever the case
during our first year. Perhaps the most significant move has been
in the direction of scholarships for disadvantaged minority-group
young men and women. The School of Architecture and Urban
Design received $5800 out of the total of $10,000 allocated by
the Institute as a result of Whitney Young's address at Portland.
While this represents no more than a token commitment to the
absolute necessity of encouraging more minority young men and
women into the profession, it has generated a broader program
of scholarships on the campus.

Our evaluation of the past year has led to several very definite
decisions. The first is that, for maximum effectiveness, we should
concentrate our efforts in one area. The area we have chosen, for
a number of reasons, is Kansas City. This does not minimize
the importance of programs elsewhere but merely reflects our
experience with the diversity of the past year. In addition, it
appears logical that we would be much better advised to deal with
a few programs done very well than with a larger number done less
well. We have learned by experience not to be afraid to admit that
we are commited to the limit of our ability to produce. We in
architecture feel that our first emphasis should be in the area of
education, through Title | for example, and through professional
activities secondarily. Finally, we are convinced that for the delivery
of professional services, the professionals in Kansas City are
essential to a valid program.

There are many people, especially the young black professionals,
who claim that advocacy is dead. | do not believe that, for this
particular area, it is. Our relative insularity may, for once, have
given us that modest amount of leeway to make the concept func-
tion well here where it has failed elsewhere. We are at least in a
position to benefit from the errors of other areas where advocacy
may no longer be a viable intervention procedure. It cannot be
denied, however, that advocacy will face a growing militant re-
sistance on the part of the poor to outside involvement, regardless
of the altruism behind that involvement. Imagined evils are as real
to the perceiver as if they were real. In this area we do still have,
| believe, that small “‘window'’ of possible action which will make a
cooperative effort possible. What we can no longer afford is any
foot dragging or wasted opportunity. We now have no leeway for
error or further vacillation. We must hold paramount the recognition
of community primacy in the generation and direction of programs
aimed at inner-city problems, and we must be able to deliver an
acceptable quantity and level of expertise the services require. This
involves the absolute necessity of professional input on a major
scale in those areas and directions articulated by the community.
We must accept the principle of community control as we accept
client control in our other activities. We also must, as a profession,
make every effort to support on a growing scale and continuing
basis the scholarship program for minority students. In the long
run, the only acceptable process of change will be that generated
by professionals whose roots and identification are with the com-
munity. All of this will require that architecture, both school and
profession, make a total commitment to environmental improvement

14 /| SKYLINES

with all that is intimated by that statement. It is no longer possib
for any of us to accept the dichotomy between the promise of t
country and the actuality of our every-day lives, especially for tho
who by reason of color, place of origin, or religion are denied equ
ity of opportunity. | do not delude myself that many of the proble
which we must face are exclusively those of the poor. Many of t
problems are common to all of us and becoming more so. We mus
however, attack the major, critical problems now or the solution
the others will become irrelevant.0
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“If you're not part of the solution, you're part of the problem.”
Eldridge Cleaver
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EXPANDED SHALE

BUNLIDIE R

AGGREGATE

SPECIFY THE BEST

Buildex is the rotary kiln processed expanded
lightweight aggregate for structural concrete,
with a ceramic coating. Buildex also follows
through on each and every structural job with,

“on the job,” quality control to insure quality

Now Ceramic Coated! structural concrete.

STRUCTURAL LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES

BUILDEX, INC.

PLANTS AT: Marquette, Kansas — 913 546-2276
Ottawa, Kansas — 913 242-3271
SALES AT: Ottawa, Kansas — 913 242-2177
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Weyerhaeuser Blueprint matched prefinished walnut paneling and doors

When it Comes to Jobs Like This,
You Need a Specialist.

Your Weyerhaeuser Architectural
Specialty Dealer is an expert when
it comes to fine paneling and
doors. He can provide a cost-

estimating information and special
services ranging from custom op-
tions on hardwood paneling to
special machining on Weyer-

5 " : 3 Weyerhaeuser
saving package of services in- haeuser flush doors. Call him for architectural Specialty
cluding samples, engineering as- expertassistance on your next job. Dealer
sistance, installation know-how,

ILLINOIS KANSAS MISSOURI

EDWARDSVILLE HAYS KANSAS CITY ST. LOUIS
Mechanics Planing Mill, Inc. Hays Planing Mill Kaaz Woodwork Co., Inc.  Mehaffy-Burmeister
223 N. St. Andrews 1013 EIm St. 930 Scarritt Bldg. 8661 Grant Rd.

HUTCHINSON

Architectural Millwork, Inc
401 South Adams

TOPEKA
Whelans, Inc.

Miller Sash & Door Co
2801 East 85th St.
Pacific Mutual Door Co.
1525 West 31st St

Peterson Planing Mill

3441 Rutger

Steel & Roof Structures Corp.
331 Thornton
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T'he
fire

stoppers

Discover awide variety
of labeled doors.
Discover Steelcraft.

At Steelcraft, you'll find dozens of door designs
for label situations. Our broad range of doors
and frames come in Underwriters’ Laboratories

A B C, D, and E label classifications.

We even offer Double-egress A-label doors like
the pair shown. Also, A-label transom frames
and panels, labeled transom-sidelite frames,
labeled drywall frames and temperature rise

doors.

Like to know more about the “fire stoppers”?
Get our FACT FILE ON FIRE DOORS AND
FRAMES. For your copy, write . . .

BUNTING

HARDWARE COMPANY
TELEPHONE VI 2-9810
810 WALNUT STREET - KANSAS CITY, MO. 64106

ARCHITECTURAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

PAUL S. KIVETT
WILLOW 2-51468 /1507 MEWS DRIVE
<\ 4

KANSAS CITY / MISSOURI 684131

SPECIFICATION
PRINTING ooo

We use the most unique
system of specification
printing available today.
Your ease of copy prep-
aration is complemented
by our speed and low
cost of printing. Our list
of satisfied architects
and engineers is growing
everyday. For further in-
formation and a com-
plete price list please
call or write us.

EXAMPLE: 30 sets
of 160 pages, com-
plete with printed
covers and binding
-2 $133.70;

YE PRINT SHOPPE
3014 McGEE TRAFFICWAY D JE 1-7894

KANSAS CITY, MO. 64108
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We've got the energy
a growing city needs.

Like any growing thing, a city needs land for expansion...and energy to help it grow. Human
energy? Sure. And the kind of energy that comes from nature itself. Natural Gas.

Here, in the Heart of America, there’s an abundant supply of Natural Gas . . . and thanks
to advance planning, plenty of pipelines to serve our growing cities. To top it off, rates here
are among the lowest in the nation. This is added incentive for both business and industry to
locate here. Then, too, it means better living for the many new residents of the area.

Remember, it takes a lot of energy to serve a growing city. We've got what it takes.

THE GAS SERVICE CO.

Natural Gas for Home, Business and Industry

m
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The Herman Miller card catalog The card-retaining rod requires a molded polystyrene drawer support
drawer is one-piece injection molded simple quarter-turn to lock and frame. The two materials offer a low
A.B.S. plastic. The material is tough, unlock: there are no hooks or snaps  friction coefficient and provide quiet,
non-toxic and has high impact or other breakable devices. Drawer smooth drawer action. (There are
resistance. It can be dropped, fully suspension is a simple lip-in-groove no dimensionally unstable wood
loaded with cards, without breaking. relationship with an injection- guiding surfaces.)

herman millerinc L4 library group

A new and complete system of free-standing and wall or panel-hung
library furniture—problem solving designs capable of easy change.

MODERN CENTER INC.

4149 Pennsylvania Kansas City Missouri Telephone WE 1-9429

SKYLINES

Suite 206, John Hancock Building
800 West 47th Street
Kansas City, Missouri 64112

The drawer has a storage capaci
of 1414” maximum and 3{¢” mini
The horizontal drawer handle is
integrally molded with a 5" span
handgrip. A 1" x 4" label, with ac
cover, fits into the front of the h

BULK RAT
U. S. POSTA

PAILC

KANSAS CITY,
PERMIT NO. j




