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Bu i l dex L i g h t w e i g h t 
E x p o s e d Aggregate C o n c r e t e 

Buildex Lightweight Structural 
Aggregate Plays An Important 

Role In The Construction Of 
The K.C.I. Airport 

C R E D I T S : 

K i v e t t and M y e r s , A r c h i t e c t s 

B u r n s & M c D o n n e l l , Engrs . 

D e l E. W e b b C o r p . Genera l 

C o n t r a c t o r 

B o t s f o r d R e a d y M i x Co . , S u p p l i e r 

I I I 

BUILDEX has the ability to express both beauty and strength as used in th 
construction of Kansas City's newest airport. 

The light tone buff color of the BUILDEX ceramic coated surface is pleasin 
to the public eye when exposed by light sand blasting. 

With a structural design strength of 4,000 psi, over a two year perio(| 
BUILDEX lightweight structural concrete 28-day strengths averaged ii 
excess of 5,300 psi with a coefficient of variation of 9.17, which is excellen 
concrete control. 

For more information on BUILDEX Lightweight Expanded Shale CoateJ 
Aggregate please contact us. 

B U I L D E X , ! N O 
P. O. Box 

Ottawa, KanS( 
Phone 
913/242-2177 



Save on multi-story jobs: 
use Armco Joists for 
floor and roof support 
More and more, des igne rs are 
using Armco Joists in multi-story 
construct ion for both f loor and 
roof support. The ease of installa
tion and low on-site labor costs 
make the concept a growing one. 
And no wonder. Armco Joists are 

standardized by types, depths, 
and leng ths . T h e y ' r e SJI a p 
proved. They ' re c o a t e d w i th a 
superior red oxide pr imer, then 
each joist is identified with a metal 
tag that always remains readable. 

If you'd like a copy of our A r m c o 
Jo i s t C a t a l o g , w r i t e to A r m c o 

Steel Corporat ion, 
Department K-1350, 
7000 Roberts Street, 

^ ^ ^ ^ Kansas City, 
V ^ g S ^ ^ Missouri 64125. 

Project: Gillham Plaza Bui lding, Kansas City 
Architect: Everett E. Peace Jr., Kansas City 
Contractor: Universal Construction Co.. Inc., Kansas City 
Fabricator: Builders Steel Co., North Kansas City A R M C O S T E E L ' ^ ' ^ 7 ° 
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estoratiori of Other Building T y p e s Needed 

Wornal l House and the A lexander Majors House, bo th in Kansas City, 
each approx imate ly one hund red ten years o ld , and both are hand-

| n e , nat iona l ly recognized h is to r i c landmarks . 

:ent grants by the Na t i ona l Park Serv ice, Un i ted States Depar tment 
the Inter ior, for the preservat ion of these two bu i ld ings bear wi tness 
[heir nat ional p rominence. 

iservat ion of h is tor ic and archeo log ica l si tes and bu i ld ings has 
;ome nat ional pol icy, suppor ted by congress th rough leg is la t ion to 
•tect s t ruc tures s i gn i f i can t in our her i tage w i th funds appropr ia ted 

the general revenue. 

| t is the nat ional program a l l t h a t i t shou ld be cons ider ing the two 
ent grants in Kansas City? 

Ms noteworthy that : 

p. No grant was made for preserva t ion of a s t ruc ture w i t h i n the 
Centra l Business D is t r i c t . 

'. No grant was made for preservat ion of a s t ruc ture o f other than 
res ident ia l use. 

1. No grant was made for preservat ion of a s t ruc ture bu i l t later than 
1860. 

se facts point up a genera l weakness in present preservat ion r rts, commendab le though they may be. To be spec i f i c , our preserve-
e f fo r t s to date are not comprehens i ve ! 

one has set out the necessary ch rono log ica l f ramework for preserva-
I in Kansas City, and t h i n k i n g w i t h regard to the overal l h is tor ic 
i ronment is woefu l ly i nadequa te . What has become o f—or what w i l l 
ome o f—tha t por t ion of our a rch i t ec tu ra l her i tage wh ich predates 
ante be l l um Wornal l and Majors houses, and what of the magn i f i cen t 

| i m e r c i a l s t ruc tures bu i l t by our f i r s t i ndus t r i a l g iants in the last 
ades of the n ine teen th cen tu ry or those i ns t i t u t i ona l bu i l d ings of 

century wh i ch mark Kansas C i ty as a mature met ropo l i tan center? 

a t of the barns, the b l a c k s m i t h s ' and the t rad ing post—what of the 
ly o f f i ce block, the reta i l s tore or the ra i l road stat ion? 

ming ly nowhere have we in Kansas Ci ty a l lowed for or encouraged 
preservat ion of other t h a n a few iso la ted h is tor ic bu i ld ings , and 

n t h i s has been the e f f o r t of separa te i nd i v i dua l s or organizat ions. 

le thought has been g iven to per iods s ty l i s t i ca l l y var iant f rom the 
ek Revival, and less t hough t g iven to t he preservat ion of non-
ident ia l s t ruc tures. 

A few notewor thy excep t ions to the above e n h a n c e our p resen t e n v i r o n 
men t far beyond the i r i m m e d i a t e e c o n o m i c w o r t h . W a t k i n s M i l l , M i s s o u r i 
Town, t he Shawnee M iss ion and Fort Osage are e x a m p l e s of s u c h excep
t ions, and recent work by Kansas Ci ty 's new L a n d m a r k s C o m m i s s i o n 
may coa lesce many local o rganza t ions fo r a more c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
preservat ion e f fo r t . 

Cer ta in ly t he Commiss ion ' s near c o m p l e t e c a t a l o g u i n g of a l l s i g n i f i c a n t 
s i tes and bu i l d i ngs of a l l per iods w i t h i n t h e c i t y is a n o t e w o r t h y 
beg inn ing . 

On the other hand , t he recen t l y p u b l i s h e d C o m p r e h e n s i v e P lan fo r 
Kansas Ci ty 's Cent ra l Bus iness D i s t r i c i t t akes a f i r m s t e p b a c k w a r d in 
the march for adequa te p reserva t ion p l a n n i n g . C o m p l e t e d at a cos t in 
excess of $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 , t h i s p lan ignores t he t i m e l y e n t r e a t i e s o f t h e 
Landmarks Commiss ion , t he Soc ie ty of A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n s a n d t he 
Amer i can I ns t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s t o des igna te c e r t a i n b u i l d i n g s as h i s 
t o r i ca l l y s i gn i f i can t and p rov ide for t h e i r p r e s e r v a t i o n as a par t of t h e 
urban fab r i c . 

In fac t , t he Plan m a n i f e s t s such a b l a c k o u t o f i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 
preservat ion tha t it does no t even m e n t i o n t h a t t h e New York L i f e B u i l d 
ing is i n c l u d e d in the N a t i ona l Reg is ter of H i s t o r i c P laces m a i n t a i n e d 
by the U. S. Depa r tmen t o f t he In ter ior . 

Sure ly t h e om iss ion of such da ta by t h e loca l L a n d C l e a r a n c e fo r 
Renewal A u t h o r i t y c o n s t i t u e s a breach w i t h n a t i o n a l p o l i c y . T h i s b r e a c h 
mus t be r ec t i f i ed has t i l y ! (No te : s ince p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e P l a n , t h e Bo ley 
B u i l d i n g at 1 2 t h and Wa lnu t , and the S c a r r i t t B u i l d i n g a n d A r c a d e , 
9 t h Street , W a l n u t to Grand , have been added t o t h e N a t i o n a l Reg is te r . ) 

The f o l l o w i n g four a r t i c l e s i n c l u d e d in th i s 5 t h A n n u a l R e s t o r a t i o n 
Issue of Sky l ines are i n t e n d e d t o h i g h l i g h t f o u r p e r i o d s i n t h e h i s t o r y , 
and consequen t a r c h i t e c t u r a l her i tage, of K a n s a s C i t y . I n g e n e r a l , 
these per iods are: 

1 7 8 0 - 1 8 6 0 
1 8 6 0 - 1 8 8 5 
1 8 8 5 - 1913 
1 9 1 3 - 1 9 3 3 

It is hoped tha t these a r t i c l e s w i l l he l p s t i m u l a t e t h e l o c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n 
e f f o r t — t o env igora te the e f f o r t and he lp make i t c o m p r e h e n s i v e . For 
surely one t h i n g is more c e r t a i n for a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r e s e r v a t i o n t h a n 
for any o ther e f f o r t of man . T i m e is aga ins t i t ! 

D w i g h t C . Horner , P r e s i d e n t 
K a n s a s Ci ty C h a p t e r A I A 
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Early Buildings of the K a n s a s City Area 
J a c k B . H e n r y 
A s s o c i a t e Historical Curator 
J a c k s o n C o u n t y Park Dept. 
I t is p r o b a b l e t h a t the re were no pe rmanen t dwe l l i ngs in the v ic in i t y 
of Kansas C i t y Ca. 1 7 7 6 , bu t assured ly they soon fo l l owed in the new 
F r e n c h s e t t l e m e n t s at t he m o u t h of t he B ig B lue River, Kaw River, 
R a n d o l p h B l u f f s , and Chouteau 's Land ing . These s t ruc tu res were ei ther 
o f f i e l d s t o n e , w i t h t h a t c h e d roofs, or of the French Colon ia l sty le found 
i n St . Genev ieve , M issou r i . The b u i l d i n g s not be ing heavy d u t y struc
t u r a l l y , some f e l l to progress, some to na tu ra l d isasters , and others to 
t i m e a n d d e c a y . B u i l d i n g s of t h i s ear ly per iod are nonextant now. 

T h e Fort Osage (Ca. 1 8 0 8 - 1 8 2 0 ) res to ra t ion at Sib ley, M issour i , by the 
N a t i v e Sons o f Kansas Ci ty , comes c losest to d e p i c t i n g the French 
p e r i o d . The Fort , an exce l l en t r econs t ruc t i on and a registered nat ional 
h i s t o r i c l a n d m a r k , is now a par t o f t he Jackson County Park system. 

Seve ra l l a te r b u i l d i n g s f o r t u n a t e l y s t i l l ex tan t , can be assoc ia ted w i th 
t h e o p e n i n g of t h e " B l u e C o u n t r y " by set t le rs who supp lan ted the 
F r e n c h . T h e s e b u i l d i n g s are t he Jackson County " l og Court House" 
(Ca. 1 8 2 7 ) l oca ted a t 107 W. Kansas Avenue, Independence , Missour i 
a n d m a i n t a i n e d by the C o m m u n i t y Wel fa re Program, and t he Weston 
W a g o n & B l a c k s m i t h Shop (Ca. 1830) and t he Boone Cabin (Ca. 1842). 
b o t h now l o c a t e d i n t h e Kansas Ci ty M u s e u m in se t t i ngs ind igenous 
t o t h e p e r i o d . 

A l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s ear ly pe r iod is t he Samue l Chavis Tavern 
(Ca. 1 8 2 1 ) o r i g i n a l l y loca ted in Berry, M issour i , bu t now at Missour i 
T o w n 1 8 5 5 , Lake Jacomo, at Jackson County Park. Th is is a lV2-story 
l og s t r u c t u r e w i t h a " d o g t r o t . " 

A n o t h e r u n u s u a l log s t r u c t u r e at M issour i Town is the F l i n t l ock Church 
(Ca. 1 8 4 8 ) of hewn logs, w i t h a g round p lan in the f o rm of a cross. 
O t h e r b u i l d i n g s in the comp lex are t he c l apboa rd d w e l l i n g un i ts , the 
W i t h e r s H o u s e (Ca. 1840) and t h e R i f f l e House (Ca. 1830) both remi
n i s c e n t o f N e w Eng land i n f l u e n c e . 

Fort Osage 

ome. Westport (Ca. 18| 

The two-story f rame Scar r i t t Home (Ca. 1847) at 305 Lawrence, Kan| 
City, Missour i , is also of c lapboard . Other bu i ld ings of note in 
Westpor t area are the two-story br ick Harr is Home (Ca. 1855) at 4(1 
Ba l t imore , recen t l y restored for professional o f f i ces , and the Bo 
Store (Ca. 1853) at 5 0 0 Westpor t Road, a br ick two-story commer 
s t ruc tu re , b u i l t for t r a d i n g purposes on the Santa Fe Trai l . The Bo 
store is one of t he few commerc i a l s t ruc tures rema in ing in Kansas C 

Both the Worna l l House (Ca. 1858) at 61st Street & Wornal l Road 
the Webb House (Mo. Town 1855) are exce l lent examples of the tra 
t ion f rom f i rep laces to hea t i ng stoves. The Wornal l House is a Kentu 
Greek revival s ty le b r i ck house be ing restored by the Jackson COL 
Histor ica l Society. An L-shaped s t ruc ture w i th 12- inch wal ls, a t 
story gab led por t i co suppo r ted by four square p i l la rs and a wrou 
i ron balcony over f ron t door, the Wornal l House w i l l be the only ho 
museum in the Kansas Ci ty area. 

A br ick and s tone b u i l d i n g of the per iod is the "Old J a i l " in \ri 
pendence, b u i l t in 1 8 5 9 and associated w i t h many Civi l War eve 
The ja i l cons is ts of 12 ce l l s made of two-foot t h i ck stone slabs, dou 
i ron doors, and iron g r i l l s . The f ront sect ion is an o f f i ce and dwell 
quar ters bu i l t o f br ick . The ja i l has been restored and is maintai 
by the Jackson County H is to r i ca l Society. 

a / S K Y L i n J E S 



Shawnee Mission 

iMajors Home 
Another f i ne i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t ruc tu re is the Shawnee M i s s i o n (Ca. 1 8 3 9 
at 3 4 0 3 W. 53 rd Street . The Miss ion is one of the mos t c o m p l e t e founc 
in the midwest . It cons is ts of supe r i n tenden t ' s r e s i d e n c e a n d t w o o t h e 
b u i l d i n g s once used fo r s t uden ts . These b u i l d i n g s a re b r i c k , a n d a n 
fu rn i shed as to the i r o r ig ina l use rep resen t ing c l a s s r o o m s , l i v i n g q u a r 
te rs and shop quar te rs . The Kansas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o w n s an< 
ma in ta i ns t h i s h i s to r i c s i te . 

Thus we have t h e p r e - 1 8 6 0 b u i l d i n g s w h i c h are b e i n g p r e s e r v e d . B u i 
what of b u i l d i n g s such as the Pac i f i c House (Ca. 1 8 6 0 ) at 3 0 4 De laware 
Kansas City. Mo., and t he Lyk ins House (Ca. 1 8 5 7 ) , 1 2 t h & W a s h i n g t o n 
Kansas City, M issour i . Bo th of these bu i l d i ngs a re a s s o c i a t e d w i t ! 
George Caleb B i n g h a m . 

Also to be cons idered is the Majors Home (Ca. 1 8 5 5 ) at 8 1 4 5 S ta t i 
L i ne , Kansas Ci ty , Mo. Th is house shows u n i q u e d e s i g n f e a t u r e s , s u c i 
as a doub le recessed en t rance por t i co , but the recen t D e p t . o f th i 
In te r io r g ran t canno t beg in to prov ide the p rese rva t ion w o r k r e q u i r e c 
W i t h these no ted s t ruc tu res are a host of rura l d w e l l i n g s d a t i n g f r o r 
t he 1850 -60 pe r iod , and a few pr io r to th i s per iod . M a n y are in a s ta t i 
o f decay or have been a l te red beyond recogn i t i on . P r e s e r v a t i o n a n d / o 
res to ra t ion of the b u i l d i n g men t i oned , p lus o thers , be fo re t h e y a re los 
forever wou ld be of grea t b e n e f i t t o the c o m m u n i t y . 

S K Y L I N E S ! 



C a s t Iron Store Fronts 
M . P a t r i c i a H o l m e s 
Archi tectura l Historian 
S t a t e Historical S u r v e y and Planning Office 
M issour i S ta te Park Board 
Row b u i l d i n g s d a t i n g f rom the t h i r d quar ter of t he n ine teen th century 
s t i l l p r e d o m i n a t e i n t he c o m m e r c i a l d i s t r i c t s o f numerous outs ta te 
M i s s o u r i t o w n s , and in the older, und i s tu rbed sec t ions of the state's 
m e t r o p o l i t a n areas. A h igh p ropo r t i on of t he facades were cons t ruc ted 
w h o l l y or i n par t of cas t i ron. S tamped sheet meta l used in con junc t i on 
w i t h c a s t i r on f r e q u e n t l y p rov ided e n r i c h m e n t of the s t ree t facades. 
Cast i r on had rap id l y come in to favor as a cons t ruc t i o r i ma te r i a l in the 
U n i t e d S ta tes a f t e r the Civ i l War. I ts use as a majo r cons t r uc t i on ma
t e r i a l began i n t h e 1770s w i t h t h e Coa lb rookda le Br idge i n England. 
Cast i r on l en t i t se l f to a r c h i t e c t u r a l use for a number of reasons. Cast 
i r o n p i l l a r s o f s m a l l d i ame t e r c o u l d be used as s t r u c t u r a l suppor t in 
s to re f r o n t s , a l l o w i n g more sur face area for w indows t h a n masonry or 
w o o d f r a m e c o n s t r u c t i o n w o u l d pe rm i t . In days p reced ing extensive 
use o f i n t e r i o r a r t i f i c i a l l i gh t i ng , larger w indows brought more day l ight 
i l l u m i n a t i o n i ns i de and prov ided a more generous w indow d isp lay space. 

Frori t . Chi l l icothe. Mo. 
Photograph by M. P. Holmes 

I 

Manufac turers of a r ch i t ec tu ra l cast iron pub l i shed catalogues f r j 
w h i c h pre fabr ica ted store f ron ts c o u l d be se lec ted part by part 
assembly in a wide var iety of comb ina t i ons . 

Being adap tab le t o mass p r o d u c t i o n methods, cas t i ron parts could 
economica l ly p roduced in quan t i t y . The cas t ing process fac i l i ta t 
app l i ca t ion of o rnamen ta l de ta i l . Elaborate o rnament thus beca 
ava i lab le to many w h o c o u l d not previously a f f o rd it. The preva 
taste for o rnament encouraged wide-spread demand. Smal l towns un 
going rapid deve lopment , as Mober ly , Missour i d i d , for example, in 
1880s and 1890s, c o u l d a lmos t ins tan t l y have the appearance of 
estab l ished p lace, i ts p re fab r i ca ted store f ronts s igna l ing a connect i 
w i t h t rad i t i ona l a r c h i t e c t u r a l fo rms . Largely by v i r tue of th is outw 
appearance the new towns took on the aspect of permanence 
urban i ty—st rong se l l i ng po in ts to potent ia l res idents and prospect 
business interests. 

Cast i ron a rch i tec tu re was we l l regarded fu r the r because of its resil 
ance to f i re at a t i m e when who le towns were occas ional ly dest roy | 
by conf lagra t ion . The Chicago f i r e of 1871 had spurred developme 
of f i reproof cons t ruc t i on methods . 

Another charac te r i s t i c o f t he p las t i c m e d i u m is tha t i t tends to k 
iden t i t y as a d isc re te mate r ia l and lends i tse l f to masquerade. c | 
la in l y in the case of cast i ron tha t property was exp lo i ted . Cast 
and sheet meta l were m o u l d e d to resemble stone and even wood, 
a t tempt was so success fu l t ha t it is somet imes d i f f i c u l t to ident i i 
cast i ron f ronts w i t h o u t t a p p i n g on the surfaces. 

A l though there is capac i t y for w ide var iat ion of fo rm and deta i l in ci 
i ron a rch i tec tu re , mass p r o d u c t i o n of parts and general agreement 
un i f o rm i t y of b u i l d i n g he ights , w indow sizes and spac ing give def in i t i 
to the st reet as a corridor w i t h a r t i cu la ted wal ls rather than as a ser 
of narrow bu i l d ings . The repe t i t i on of s imi la r parts gives an express! 
of v isual un i ty in a pos i t i ve way tha t is not a t a l l monotonous. W. Kni 
Sturges d iscusses t h i s e f f e c t in an ar t ic le , "Cast Iron in New Yor 
pub l i shed in Architectural Review, October, 1953. He relates the visi 
f o rm to tha t a lso seen in amph i thea te rs , v iaduc ts and aquaducts. 

At present the po ten t ia l for a pos i t ive v isual env i ronment in many 
Missour i 's sma l l towns where the best examples of cast iron rem 
is be ing eroded by a dras t i c and rapid rate of a l te ra t ion and destruct i 

The sh iny b lack g lass f ron t ob l i te ra tes cognizance of under ly ing s\r\ 
tu re and is tas te less ly a p p l i e d t o the street level only of cast iron froi 
and other honest fo rms of a rch i tec tu ra l expression. The result 
d iscordant c l u t t e r of sur faces, mater ia ls and graph ics far remo\| 
f rom the ear ly in tegr i t y of the commerc ia l d i s t r i c t s . 
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Archi tecture in K a n s a s City: 1885-1913 
D o n a l d H o f f m a n , S A H 

Kansas City Exchange 

By 1 8 8 5 , no t on ly was Kansas Ci ty f u l l y recovered f rom the Depression 
o f t h e 1 8 7 0 s , bu t it was g row ing so fas t t ha t it was fe r t i l e terr i tory for 
o u t - o f - t o w n a r c h i t e c t s . No tab le work by ou ts iders has more or less 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d the a r c h i t e c t u r e of Kansas Ci ty ever s ince. 

I t is t r u e t h a t t he Bank o f Commerce , a t S i x th and Delaware streets, 
was f i n i s h e d ear ly in 1885 f r o m p lans by Asa B. Cross (1828-1894) , who 
h a d been in the c i t y s ince a b o u t 1858 ; b u t t he p lans were drawn only 
a f t e r Cross and h is c l i e n t s had s tud ied bank bu i l d i ngs elsewhere— 
p a r t i c u l a r l y , those aggress ive ly i d iosync ra t i c bu i l d i ngs by Frank Furness. 
in P h i l a d e l p h i a . At the same t i m e , Henry Van Brun t (1832-1903) , of 
B o s t o n — n o t to be con fused w i t h the bro thers Adr iance and John Van 
B r u n t , w h o ar r ived here ear l ier , f rom New Jersey, and d i d a great deal 
o f w o r k f o r the Park Commiss ione rs—sen t h is partner, Frank Maynard 
Howe, here t o wa tch over a n u m b e r of ra i l road commiss ions in the 
West . Van B r u n t moved h is own f a m i l y to Kansas Ci ty in 1887; but 
B u r n h a m & Root, of Ch icago, a l ready had gathered ha l f a dozen com
m i s s i o n s here. Always the g e n t l e m a n . Van B run t seemed not resent fu l . 
Howe, i n w r i t i n g in 1904 t h a t " I t was a rather cur ious co inc idence tha t 
t h e f i r s t th ree of the large, i m p o r t a n t and f i re-proof bu i l d ings should 
have f a l l e n a l l at once i n to the hands of one f i r m , " referred to the 
B o a r d o f Trade B u i l d i n g at 2 1 0 West E ig th Street , the Amer ican Na
t i o n a l Bank B u i l d i n g at 7 2 8 Delaware Street , and the M id land Hotel at 
7 0 5 W a l n u t Street , a l l of w h i c h were b u i l t in 1 8 8 6 - 1 8 8 8 f rom plans by 
B u r n h a m & Root. A l l , l amen tab l y , have been dest royed on l y in the last 
d e c a d e . The Board of Trade B u i l d i n g , resu l t i ng f rom a nat ional compe
t i t i o n re fereed by Van B r u n t ' s f o rme r par tner . Prof. W i l l i a m R. Ware, 
was as impo r tan t for the a r t i c u l a t i o n of i ts p lan as the Amer ican Na
t i o n a l Bank B u i l d i n g was fo r t h e c la r i t y o f i t s ou tward expression. 
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Also work ing here in the 1880s was Wi l l i s Jef ferson Polk, who lati 
des igned a great many bu i l d i ngs in San Francisco, i nc lud ing the celi 
brated Ha l l id ie B u i l d i n g on Su t te r Street . In 1888, even Bernard Ma| 
beck was here. Be tween 1887 and 1889, Van Brunt & Howe gaine 
impor tan t commiss ions—such as those for the o ld Kansas City Club 
Twe l f t h and Wyandot te s t reets , the Gibra l ter B u i l d i n g at 8 1 8 Wyandot 
Street, the Coates House, and the arcaded Bul lene, Moore & Eme 
Store. But more ou ts iders con t i nued to f lour ish . The Boston f i rm 
Bradlee, Wins low & Wethere l l was engaged by a Boston insurance cor 
pany to design the New England B u i l d i n g of 1887-1888 . at Ninth ar 
Wyandot te Streets. The New York L i fe Insurance B u i l d i n g of 1888-189 
at 20 West N in th Street , wen t to M c K i m . Mead & Whi te, wi th the 
jun io r member, Joseph Mor r i l l Wel ls , ev ident ly re-designing the elev 
t ions. Stanford Wh i te des igned a chateauesque house for T. H. Masti 
at 3 5 0 0 Main Street . Peabody & Stearns, of Boston, designed son 
houses here; and the Ep iscopa l ian Church of the Society of St. Mai 
bu i l t in 1886 -1888 at T h i r t e e n t h and Holmes streets, was designed 
W i l l i am Halsey Wood, of Newark. 

The eccent r ic Lou is S. Cur t iss (1865-1924) , born in Canada, had s e t t l j 
here by 1887; and in 1890 , under the Old City Hal l , he devised the f i i 
use of caisson f o u n d a t i o n p iers under a bu i l d ing . In partnership wi 
Freder ick C. Gunn ( 1 8 6 5 - 1 9 5 9 ) . Cur t iss des igned the chateauesqii 
Progress Club of 1893 , at 1017 Washington Street, a bu i ld ing ve| 
m u c h l ike the work t h a t t h e boozy d ra f t sman Harvey El l is had done 
St. Joseph, Mo. George M. S iemens came down f rom St. Joseph ai 
formed a par tnersh ip w i t h Wal ter C. Root (1859-1925) , the young 
brother of John Root. The i r work usual ly was rather too tame, althouf 
the A l l Souls ' Un i ta r i an Church of 1905, at 3 4 3 1 Bal t imore A v e n i ^ 
showed some a t t en t i on to the Arts and Craf ts movement , and t h ^ 
Scarr i t t B u i l d i n g and Scar r i t t Arcade, both of 1905-1907 , were strong 
Su l l i van ian. ( In June 1906 , when Su l l i van was passing through Kans 
City, Wal ter Root gave h i m a t ou r of the town.) 

Scarr i t t Arcade 



irtiss Studio 

In 1906 . the commiss ion for the new U n i o n S t a t i o n w e n t t o Ja rv i s 
Hun t , of Chicago, a nephew of R i c h a r d M o r r i s H u n t . T h e s t a t i o n was 
bu i l t in 1 9 1 1 - 1 9 1 4 , f o l l ow ing the fash ion o f t h e i m p e r i a l c i v i c ga teway . 
Colonel Nelson had Louis Curt iss at work on p l a n s fo r t h e Kansas C i t y 
Star B u i l d i n g in 1908, but soon t u r ned i n s t e a d to H u n t . A t t h e t u r n 
of t he cen tu ry , the Art Nouveau ep isode m a d e l i t t l e i m p r e s s i o n o n K a n 
sas Ci ty : the excep t ions were the s p l e n d i d w i n d o w s o f t h e Savoy G r i l l , 
of 1903, des igned by Frank Anderson, and t h e c u r i o u s d o o r w a y of t h e 
res idence c a l l e d M ine ra l Ha l l , at 4 3 4 0 Oak S t ree t , b u i l t a b o u t 1 9 0 5 
and des igned , poss ib ly , by Cur t iss . who had b e e n in Par i s a r o u n d 
1900 . Cur t iss 's best commerc ia l b u i l d i n g , t h e i m p o r t a n t B o l e y C l o t h i n g 
Store of 1 9 0 8 - 1 9 0 9 , at the nor thwest c o r n e r o f T w e l f t h a n d W a l n u t 
s t reets , showed Ar t Nouveau i n f l uences ; m o r e i m p o r t a n t , i t s g lass 
cur ta in -wa l l was pushed about 6 feet b e y o n d t h e l i ne o f p e r i m e t e r 
co lumns . His own s tud io and store b u i l d i n g , b u i l t in 1 9 0 9 a t 1 1 1 8 
McGee St reet , was a m u c h s i m p l i f i e d ve rs ion , w i t h a r e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e 
f rame. 

Savoy Grill Window 

The f i r s t major b u i l d i n g of re in fo rced concre te in t h e c i t y w a s t h e 
Gumbe l B u i l d i n g of 1 9 0 4 , at 8 0 1 Wa lnu t Street , by J o h n W. M c K e c k n i e 
( 1 8 6 2 - 1 9 3 4 ) . The concre te Termina l Warehouse B u i l d i n g of 1 9 0 5 , a t 
2 4 2 2 Broadway, was des igned by A. 0. Elzner o f C i n c i n n a t i , w h o s e 
Inga l l s B u i l d i n g o f 1 9 0 2 - 1 9 0 3 was t he f i r s t r e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e sky 
scraper anywhere. Mc Kec k n i e ' s concre te b u i l d i n g f o r M o n t g o m e r y W a r d , 
b u i l t in 1 9 0 6 - 1 9 0 8 at N i n e t e e n t h and Campbe l l s t ree ts , f o l l o w e d c l o s e | 
on the heels of t he huge Mon tgomery Ward warehouse i n C h i c a g o . 
The best of the Pra i r ie Schoo l a rch i t ec t s work ing here were E rnes t O la f l 
B ros t rom ( 1 8 8 8 - 1 9 6 9 ) a n d C larence E. Shepard ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 4 9 ) , b o t h of| 
w h o m began the i r p rac t i ces here in 1907, and Russe l l Bar r W i l l i a m s o n . 
George Maher, of Chicago, had des igned the Ve l ie house , a t 4 5 0 0 1 
Warw ick Bou levard , abou t 1 9 0 4 ; and h is ponderous sense o f m a s s i n g 
was w ide l y im i t a t ed here. So m u c h is ev ident in Lou i s C u r t i s s ' s f i n e s t 
res idence , t he Bernard Corr igan house of 1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 4 , a t 1 2 0 0 W e s t 
F i f t y - f i f t h Street . 
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Scar r i t t Bui ld ing (Ca. 1907) 
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^rchitecture 1913-1933 
< M E T A M O R P H I S IN T W E N T Y Y E A R S 

K e n n e t h C o o m b s A I A 
ity Architect 
lot of th ings began to change as the 2 0 t h century moved into i ts 

|econd decade. The a u t o m o b i l e was w i t h us though not, as yet, in very 
reat numbers. The Wr igh t bro thers had put a mach ine in to the air. 
echnology was mov ing ahead, ga the r ing momen tum w i t h each passing 

lear. It was a t ime of the "good l i f e " . The present was comfor tab le . 
he fu tu re looked sub l ime . 

was in th is per iod tha t some no tab le b u i l d i n g took place in Kansas 
ity. Un ion S ta t ion at Ma in St reet in Persh ing Road bespoke the t imes, 
ommenced by the George W. Fu l le r Company in 1913 and comple ted 

l i e fo l low ing year, the $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 s t ruc tu re exh ib i ted the growing 
i f l uence of techn ica l cons ide ra t ion . Designed by Jarvis Hunt of Chi -
ago, the p lan employed the " t h r o u g h t ra in p r i nc i p l e " . Trains on any 
f the 18 sta t ion t racks cou ld pass in e i ther d i rec t ion . It was not 
ecessary to back out of the t e r m i n a l . Th is cons iderab le func t iona l 

|dvantage was ga ined by p lac i ng the Concourse above and perpen-
cu lar to the t racks. Stairs, la ter rep laced by escalators, were used 

|) carry passengers f rom Concourse to t he t ra ins below. 

n ion s t a t i o n was an impor tan t b u i l d i n g . It re f lec ted the progress and 
rosperi ty, not only of Kansas C i ty bu t of the nat ion. I t was conceived 

|) look i ts part. Neo-classic s t y l i ng , t he accep ted a rch i tec tu ra l vocabu-
ry of the day for bu i l d i ngs of cons ide rab le s tature and impor t was 
t t i ng l y employed in execu t ing the colossal scale of space needed to 

trve vast numbers of t rave lers in comfor t . Even today w i th ra i l pas-
ngers but at a t r i ck le , the grandeur of Hunt 's des ign s t i l l impresses. 

ot every b u i l d i n g cou ld have such g lamorous antecedents as Union 
Rat ion. The rai l roads were our " f a i r - h a i r e d " ch i l d . But other industr ies 
'e re growing. Many a lesser conce rn needed new quarters to house its 

ve lop ing commerce. At 5 2 0 West 21s t Street , the Jensen-Sal isbery 
feboratories, des igned by Kansas Ci ty a rch i t ec t , Ernest 0 . Bostrom in 
1918 exh ib i t s a new fee l i ng , a new awareness, that was now mani fest 

a rch i tec tu re . The s ty le known as the "Ch icago Schoo l " , where em-
f i as i s was p laced more on the need and f u n c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g and 

ss on the academic adap ta t i on of copy-book de ta i l , is admi rab ly and 

ti l l f u l l y d isp layed. This des ign bespoke a company wel l - founded, pros-
rous, and geared for g rowth . That i t con t inues to func t i on to th is day 

oquent l y speaks i ts exce l lence. 
Liberty Memo 

ensen-Salisbery 

On November 1 1 , 1926 , ano the r sor t of a r c b i t e c t u r a l m a s t e r w o r k wa 
ded i ca ted in Kansas City. Th is s t r uc tu re , the L i b e r t y M e m o r i a l , a t o p t h 
h i l l in Penn Val ley Park across Persh ing Road f r o m U n i o n S t a t i o n , ha 
long s ince become an i d e n t i f y i n g landmark as w e l l as a n i m p o r t a r 
m u s e u m o f m i l i t a r y h is to ry . 

Its beg inn ings came at the c lose of Wor ld War I w h e n t h e C i t y C o u n c 
ca l l ed a mass m e e t i n g of t h e c i t i z e n s of Kansas C i t y " f o r t h e p u r p o s 
of a r rang ing fo r an approp r ia te memor i a l e x p r e s s i n g t h e a p p r e c i a t i o 
of t he so ld iers , sa i lo rs and c i t i zens d u r i n g the E u r o p e a n War w h i c h i 
jus t ended . Th is assemblage was he ld on N o v e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 1 8 . 

A success fu l f u n d d r i ve f o l l owed . And a f te r t h a t , a s e a r c h f o r a 
A r c h i t e c t whose t a l en t s w o u l d meet t he cha l l enge . H. Van B u r e n M i 
gon ig le of New York was se lec ted . At a f i n a l cos t a p p r o x i m a t i n 
$2 ,500 ,000 .00 , Magon ig le ' s i n s p i r i n g des ign g r a c e s K a n s a s C i ty ' 
sou the rn sky l ine in d i s t i n g u i s h e d so l emn d ign i t y . 

S t rong ly s y m m e t r i c a l , g race fu l l y o r n a m e n t a l , t h i s e d i f i c e p r o v i d e s 
c lue of a r c h i t e c t u r a l tas te and s ty le abo rn ing . I ts p l a n a n d d e t a i l hav 
roots in a c lass ic past . I ts concep t and f o rm presage t h e f u n c t i o n a l i s i 
t ha t is to come. 
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Union Stat ion Waiting Roo 

Union Stat ion 

Perhaps, it was the co l lapse of our f inanc ia l s t ruc ture in the la 
twent ies. Or maybe, i t was the gradual acceptance of European tas 
in new bu i ld ings , or i t cou ld have been no th ing more than the tra( 
t iona l Amer ican des i re for change. Most l ikely it was some combinatic 
of a l l . In any event, in the 1930 's , a new tas te and arch i tec tura l e 
pression emerged. I t is s t rong ly mechan ica l , exh ib i t i ng a l l the chara 
te r i s t i cs tha t techno logy eng ineered to mass p roduc t ion and progre 
wou ld expect to show. Classic o rnament , der ived f rom natural forn 
gave way to the marks of m a n u f a c t u r i n g techn ique . The measure 
exce l lence became re la ted to the e f f i c i ency w i t h wh i ch a factory ecu 
produce. Nonessent ia ls were s t r i pped away. The emphasis was on fun 
t iona l use; the best the day and age could muster. It was "modern 
And the word " m o d e r n e " — m a d e ar t i s t i c by the add i t i on of the f i n 
"e"—has come to descr ibe i t . 

A sp lend id , unspo i led examp le of t h i s per iod is found in the arch i tectu 
of the Mun ic ipa l A u d i t o r i u m . Occupy ing the fu l l b lock between 13 
and 14th St reets f r o m Wyando t te to Cent ra l , t he b u i l d i n g was erectf 
at a cost of $6 ,500 ,000 .00 between 1933 and 1935. The Kansas CI 
arch i tec tu ra l f i rms of Gentry, Voskamp and Nevi l le and Hoit, Price ar 
Barnes comb ined to produce the des ign. Its complex inc ludes an aren 
an exh ib i t i on ha l l , a theater , m e e t i n g rooms and a l l t he anci l lary spac« 
related to each. 

A f rame of re in fo rced concre te and s t ruc tura l steel surmounted by tru 
monstrous roof t russes e x e m p l i f i e d the t ime 's best engineer ing tec 
n iques. The l imes tone exter ior in precise and un i fo rm cu t show tt 
app l i ca t i on of mass p roduc t i on methods to the fab r i ca t ion of natur 
b u i l d i n g mater ia ls . In te r io r f i n i shes , g l i s ten ing and s l ick , portray tf 
degree of pe r fec t i on w h i c h mach ines can b r i ng to the t ime honore 
mater ia ls of terrazzo and gran i te . Colors were br ight and gay, cei l in j 
and wal l sur faces re l ieved w i t h proper ly s ty l i s t i c ornament (qui 
geomet r ic in fo rm) and mura ls , of the same i d i om in pa in t ing , embel l i ; 
the theater lobby. The b u i l d i n g spoke per fect ly for the per iod. A h a p j 
b lend ing of t echno log i ca l and sp i r i t ua l deve lopment . 

These few bu i l d ings , w h i c h da te f rom 1913 to the m idd le thir t ies, ai 
a ka le idoscope of one a r c h i t e c t u r a l per iod. A per iod that began wi th 
s t rong c lassic d i r e c t i o n and ended in the expression of a contemporal 
id iom. It is not because they are, in the ma in , pub l i c bui ld ings thJ 
they have impor tance , bu t because each so per fec t ly d isplays an achiev| 
ment in a rch i t ec tu ra l deve lopment . The taste, awareness and develoi 
ment of a per iod in t i m e is cap tu red in stone and steel . What is se( 
f rom the past, may prov ide a g l impse of the fu tu re . 
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lectum 
roof deck systems 
The lightest structural wood fibre 
board available. 
• Tectum s t ruc tu ra l wood f i b re board combines 
the pr imary q u a l i t i e s of a roof deck system in one 
homogeneous ma te r i a l . 

• Tectum o f fe rs St rength , acous t i ca l con t ro l , and 
p re f in ished deco ra t i on . 

• Tectum P lank and T i le is rated non-combust ib le 
by the Na t iona l Board of Fire Underwr i ters . 

• Tectum may be ins ta l l ed over s tandard f raming 
w i th or w i thou t sub-pur l i ns for f la t 
or p i t ched c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Specify Tectum 

THE 

FIREPROOFING COMPANY 

SUITE 7 0 7 . TEN MAIN CENTER 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 6 4 1 0 5 

B U I L D N G 



is springtime 
Forget about time. Your calendar may say August . . . or 
December . . . or July. But it's forever springtime in a 
home that's supplied with clean-burning natural Gas. 
Select the temperature that's right for you . . . whether 
you're heating or cooling your home, preparing a 
gourmet meal, or drying delicate synthetic fabrics. Gas 
is accurate to a precise degree . . . the precise degree 
you choose. 
Who says you can't depend on the weather? The Gas 
Service Company delivers springtime . . . twelve months 
out of every year. 

4 
THE S E R V I C E CO 

Natural Gas for Home, Business and Industry 



REPRESENTING: 

S P E C I F I C A T I O N 
P R I N T I N G 

3̂  
• • • 

We use the mos t un ique 
sys tem of spec i f i ca t ion 
p r i n t i n g avai lab le today. 
Your ease of copy prep
a ra t ion is c o m p l e m e n t e d 
by our speed and low 
cos t of p r i n t i ng . Our l ist 
of sat is f ied a r c h i t e c t s 
a n d eng ineers is growing 
everyday. For fu r the r in
f o r m a t i o n and a com
plete pr ice list please 
cal l or w r i t e us. 

EXAMPLE: 3 0 sets 
of 160 pages, c o m 
plete w i t h pr in ted 
covers and b i nd ing 
. . . $133.70. 

YE PRINT SHOPPE 
• JE 1-7894 

3 0 1 4 McGEE TRAFFICWAY 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 6 4 1 0 8 

Halo Lighting, Inc. 
Integrated Ceiling 
Kim Lighting, Inc. 
Moldcast Manufacturing Co, 
Sechrist Lighting 

AGENCY 
(913) 262-3008 2707A West 43rd Kansas City. KS 66103 

Johnnie Block says . . . use 



Looks like 
a bank. 
Acts like 
a friend. 

First National Bank of Kansas City 
Main Bank, 10th and Baltimore/East Lobby, 10th and Main / Drive-ln, 13th and Washington 
Phone: (816) 221-2800 Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

A N X O r X C E M E X T ! 
BMNTING 
J i W HARDWARE C O M P A N Y 

I N V I T E S YOU T O VISIT ITS NEW MODERN O F F I C E 
AND DISTRIBUTING C E N T E R , SPECIALIZING I N : 

Builders Hardware 
llr Metal Doors and Frames 
it: Industrial Supplies 

Hand & Power Tools 

EFFECTIVE JUJSE 21, 1971 
2121 EAST 18th STREET 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
PHONE (816) 241-6111 



H A Y D 
" T H E O R I G I N A L L I G H T W E I G H T A G G R E G A T E 

Lightweight Structural 
Haydite Concrete Reduces 
Weight and Cuts Costs 
Through — 

• less concrete 
• less labor 
• longer spans 
• smaller columns 
• less reinforcing 
• smaller foundations 

plus — 
• superior fire, rating 
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Haydite aggregate is now "VITRI-COATED" for improved quality control through 
all phases of the job...from mix design to finishing. For detailed information, see 
your local Ready Mix producer, or contact us direct. 

Producers of C A R T E R ' W A T E R S Haydte agg ega,e at 
Centervil le, Iowa, and 

I New Market. Missouri. 
2440 Pennway GRand 1-2570 


