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CONCRETL




Warehouses to skyscrapers,
bridges to water tanks...

TODAY, IT'S
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE

DOUBLE T

SINGLE T

More and more architects and builders are choosing
prestressed concrete for structures of every size and
type. Prestressed concrete makes efficient use of two
quality materials—high strength concrete and high
tensile strength steel. This combination provides new
opportunity for bold and imaginative design as well
as money savings.

Prestressing makes possible long spans with beams
and girders of shallow depth. Precasting of prestressed
elements and site work can proceed together to shorten
building schedules. Erection of the prestressed mem-
bers is rapid. Prestressed designs give important
weight reduction in large structures.

Upkeep costs are low. Concrete need not be painted.
And in many cases, concrete’s durability and fire re-
sistance earn lower insurance rates.

The many advantages of versatile prestressed con-
crete provide structures that combine architectural
appeal and construction efficiency.

HOLLOW CORE SLAB

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

611 Gravier Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70130
A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete

TYPICAL PRESTRESSED CONCRETE PRODUCTS
«+«+. AND HOW THEY ARE USED

Warehouses

Industrial plants
Bridges and overpasses
Schools

Gymnasiums
Auditoriums

COLUMNS : | VA Girders
AND PILES =N N Beams

Columns . g
Roof and floor units Pum'c'bu'ld'"gs
Shopping centers
Slabs < e
Office buildings
Wall panels N
i Terminals
Joists
Piling Storage tanks
Stadiums
Railroad ties
Apartments

Transmission poles



AN INVITATION TO EXHIBIT
at the 1965 Convention

of the Louisiana Architects Association
October 7, 8, 9, 1965
City Hall Auditorium ¢ Alexandria, La.

Alexandria, Louisiana
"Where Successful Conventions Converge”




' rﬂﬂIﬁhH FRINTING COMPANY,ING.

Architects Can’t Advertise ...

But...

Each year more architects are presenting
brochures containing information of past
projects to prospective clients.

We at Franklin Printing have the facilities
and know-how to produce lithographed pub-
lications of the highest quality.

209 MAGAZINE STREET . NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70130 . PHONE 522-9654

Our studio is staffed with
artists who interpret your
ideas into full-color render-
ings of any architectural
project. At Peter Briant
Associates renderings are
delineated from their most
effective views, either
exterior or interior, fully landscaped and
placed in their proper geographical setting to
provide dramatic emphasis to your project.
\ - -,

peter Dbriant associates, inc.

e THE CLAIBORNE TOWERS / CANAL STREET e NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112 e TELEPHONE 522-3366 .
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THE DILEMMA OF URBAN RENEWAL

Some editorials propose no answers; they simply pose questions to stimulate
thought. This is such an editorial, provoked during a recent trip to Washington.

A committee, meeting simultaneously with our session at AIA Headquarters, was
concerning itself with urban renewal developments across the land. During a break,
the LAA president and the writer spoke with a committee member from Nashville

- a city currently having over $200 million in urban renewal projects underway
or in planning stages. When told of the anti-urban renewal attitude in Louisiana,
he chuckled, “Keep sending your dollars to Washington. Tennessee will be more than
glad to keep spending them for you.” Needless to say, this sort of statement kinda
hits you in the pit of your stomach.

It reminded us of the Shreveport businessmen who came to visit with Louisiana
legislators in Baton Rouge last summer, explaining they were tired of supporting
projects in other parishes, and had “come to join the state.”

Urban renewal is an issue fraught with divergent political philosophies of intense
convictions. States rights, Federal control, alleged waste, impersonal movement of peo-
ple and neighborhoods . . . all of these fermentations rise to form sour grapes of
opposition. But a staunch Louisianian wonders how many dollars being spent in
Tennessee are Louisiana dollars rising like rich cream on cool, sweet milk.

Louisiana statutes do not include enabling legislation making urban renewal
projects possible and maybe they shouldn’t. The Executive Director of the Louisiana
Municipal Association, one of the groups which might logically be presumed to pro-
vide the leadership for seeking such legislation, has stated to me that there has been
no ground swell of demand for such legislation, and until substantial municipal in-
terest develops, that organization will not sponsor an enabling act.

When you travel this State, you see numerous projects normally eligible for urban
renewal funds. Somehow, a way has been found to realize these through local organiza-
tion and financing. On the other hand, should local option legislation make available
Federal funds to a community without the leadership or the key to success? Only
time will tell.

Perhaps, someday, Tennesseans will ask, “How can we all keep more of our money
at home” and on that day, that nagging stomach will begin to relax. (Editor)
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Consulting Art Director John H. Schaeffer gives his abstract appraisal of the
Shreveport Downtown Plan (See page 12).

IN THIS ISSUE

Change—Noun and Verb v 8
Photography and the Architect : .10
First Impressions ...... e . : - - 11
The Downtown Shreveport Plan . . . . 12
The Frustrations of Architectural Barriers v 14
Un Savant de LSU e 17

News, Zip Coders, Notes ... 18



P.0.BOX 48-877, INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT BRANCH
MIAMI, FLORIDA « PHONE: AREA CODE 305, 633-9831

THIS WINDOW LEAKS 0.00 OUNCES OF WATER
...and only 0.3 cfpm of air at 50 mph!

Deflection caused by a 30 Ib. torsion load on the vent was negligible...and
a 40 psf exterior and 20 psf interior load caused no permanent set or glass
breakage. It successfully passed a 30 Ib. concentrated load test on vents and
vent rails . . . a 40-inch-pound torsion load on intermediate rails and a vent
balance arm test of 60 Ibs. per corner. Itis 2" deep . . . has flush vents with %"’
glazing legs . . . and four-bar hardware! We call it our Series 210-3, 220-3,
255-3 or 260-3, all exceeding P-A3-H specifications... May we demonstrate it,
submitourspecifications, details, certified test reports and preliminary prices?




CHANGE

NOUN and VERB

Address by

Charles M. Nes, Jr., FAIA
Director, Middle Atlantic Region
American Institute of Architects

At the Gulf States Regional
Conference

Biloxi, Mississippi

March 26, 1965

Less than twenty years ago the struggle
in Europe and the East was ending.

Millions of us looked forward impa-
tiently to returning to our families and
homes, and to an America which we as-
sumed would be much the same sort of
place as we left it.

We expected to resume without much
change, our trades, businesses and profes:
sions.

Instead of this, we came back to an
America already quite different.

Our gigantic and brilliant economic ef-
fort during the previous four years had
changed forever the techniques and tech-
nology of business and industry. The pop-
ulations of our cities were even then
swollen with defense workers — a new
type of person coming mostly from small
towns and the country. These families dis-
covered a new and, for many, a more
exciting and rewarding life in the city
and they remained — to become part of
the rapidly growing and unassimilated
urban population.

We resumed civilian life in a nation
and a world that would change more rap-
idly in the next twenty years than during
the previous 200 years — to scientific and
technological advances that would revolu-
tionize our industry, our medicine, and
our communications.

To a population that would almost dou-
ble the number of people in the United
States in twenty years.

We have watched the same revolution
take place throughout the world. The

THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT



revival of Western Europe and Japan,
and the economic growth of Russia has
given these areas an industrial produc-
tivity and standard of living approaching
our own.

Meanwhile, the dissolution of the great
colonial empires has resulted in the rise
of countless new nations — a U.N. of 115
members against 45 in 1946. These for-
mer colonial areas, filled with national-
istic pride, bulging, because of medical
discoveries and aid, with a population ex-
plosion, containing only a small minority
of their people with any education what-
ever, are beset by political instability and
economic chaos.

We see a widening gap between the
advanced nations and the developing na-
tions, with little prospect of Asia, Africa
and Latin America achieving even Nine-
teenth Century United States standards in
the next century. This will lead to in-
creased tension throughout the world,
with both Russia and China competing
for position in these developing coun-
tries.

In our own country, the scientific, in-
dustrial and technological revolution has
enabled us to produce enough food to
feed the world with half as many farmers
and on half as much land.

Our ability to produce and distribute
goods and services of all kinds arouses
the envy of the world.

We have also seen the great Nineteenth
Century goal of maximum individual free-
dom giving way to an acceptance of the
State being responsible for large areas of
day-to-day life, and the basic principles
of Socialism increasingly accepted, even
in the United States.

Thus, from a purely material stand-
point, we lead the world, and the some-
what lopsided American dream of pros-
perity and security for all is now or can
be largely fulfilled.

But this dream is lopsided — for beyond
the doorsteps of our homes lies a shame-
fully neglected social and physical envi-
ronment. There is presently little relief,
and this grows less daily, from what the
English  magazine ARCHITECTURAL
REVIEW more than ten years ago called,
“The Mess That is Man Made America.”

MAY, 1965

Our own profession has not been able
to stand aloof from this revolution. Our
practice has changed almost beyond rec-
ognition — our methods of design and
construction, the materials we use and the
ways we put them together involve theo-
retical and technical knowledge unknown
and unnecessary to an architect of twenty-
five years ago.

We find that our clients have also
changed. They are seldom individuals
with whom we can sit down and talk
face to face. They are more often than
not Boards, Committees, representatives
of cities, counties, states or government
agencies.

They often require the architect to as-
sist in land selection and acquisition, the
preparation of programs, feasibility stud-
ies — even traffic analysis. They require
help in budgeting and financing. If the
architect is not interested, or not quali-
fied or competent — not necessarily to be
expert in all of these areas — but to know
where to find the knowledge and informa-
tion needed, the client will turn more and
more frequently to the non-professional
who is willing to supply them all — the
package dealer.

The broadened role that the architects,
engineers, urban planners and landscape
architects now must play in order to ful-
fill the requirements of designing a build-
ing or a group of buildings has placed
a grave responsibility upon the architect
and his fellow professionals to see that
each is prepared and qualified to render
the professional services now required.

What then should be the role of the
ALA. in this changing America, and
what should we, as members, expect of it?

The purpose of any professional society
is to aid the practice, education and com-
petency of its members, and to further
the ideals and prestige of the profession.
These broad purposes are just as valid
today as they were in a past and quieter
age.

I. We must first keep our profession
strong and united within a single
organization representing the great
majority of trained and licensed
architects. Only then can we speak
to our community and governments
with a voice that will be listened to.

2. We must continue to assist our mem-
bers in their practice—particularly
the great majority who are practi-
tioners with small offices. This we
are doing with our standard docu-
ments; specification guides; aids to
office practice, advice on professional
liability insurance, and on contracts.
A recent motivation and evolution
study commissioned by the A.LA.
shows that these functions of the
A.LLA. are considered the most valu-
able by the great majority of our
membership.

We must continue to improve the
competency of architects through
technical aids on special building
types, through articles and seminars
such as those on urban design, com-
prehensive services and office prac-
tice. We must improve our liaison
with other professional societies,
with the producers of building prod-
ucts, and above all with contractors.

I believe we are accomplishing these
goals more effectively each year through
our Committees and Staff; our JOURNAL
and MEMO; and through our Chapter
programs.

For these activities are basic and essen-
tial to our members—and as such must
continue to receive undiminished atten-
tion, continuity and constant effort. We
take them for granted, and cannot do
without them.

There are many other projects in which
the A.LLA. is active and on which Staff
and Committees and Chapters are work-
ing. Some of these lie within our profes-
sion—and some are directed towards the
relations of our profession with the pub-
lic. I want to discuss briefly three which
I believe are of the greateset importance
at present.

1. Our need to re-explore and reassess
the education, training and licensing
of architects.

2. A more intensive and imaginative
public relations program to sell our
product—the value of architects and
good architecture.

3. To assist in every way within our
power in arousing public opinion

(Continued on Page 19)



Photography
and the

Architect

Frank Lotz Miller, A.P.A.

To truly appreciate architecture one
must experience it first hand; be pres-
ent in the space it encompasses, walk
through and around it. This ideal is not
always possible, but the best substi-
tute, and | will be the first to admit
its limitations, is photography.

The responsibility of the architec-
tural photographer is to capture the
original intent of the architect with his
camera. The success or failure of the
architectural  photograph  depends
upon how well he performs this task.

Frank Lloyd Wright once said that
there is no such thing as a 'good"
architectural photograph, in venting his
frustration upon the inadequacy of the
medium.

Now, there is a great obstacle to
overcome—the capturing of a three
dimensional space and condensing it
to fit a small two dimensional sheet of
paper.

How can the shortcomings of pho-
tography be overcome and perhaps
turned into an advantage, and how can
the finished product, the photograph,
be of service fo the architect? This
is the reason for this article.

As to the medium itself, the archi-
tect should have some knowledge of
photography and the photographer
must have some knowledge of archi-
tecture.

The camera automatically sees in perspective. Just as
the architect making a rendering uses color, texture, highlites,
and shadows, so does the photographer. One method I have
used in describing the appearance of a finished photograph
is to have the client close one eye and imagine the view
before him as a flat plane. If the space and planes are still
defined (by light, color, texture), then in all probability the
view can be made into a good photograph.

The eye constantly changes its comprehensive angle of
view. The camera can do this by the use of different lenses.
But, while the eye can shift from a wide over-all view to
concentrate on some distant detail, the camera cannot. It may
take two or three photographs to convey the same message
which the eye can do in an instant.

The eye is also selective. It can cancel out telephone poles,
overhead wires, raw landscapes, fire hydrants, etc. 'The camera
cannot. Very often a fire hydrant can be retouched into a bush,
a telephone pole into a tree. The photographer can tell you
what retouching is possible and what is not.

Clouds can sometimes be printed into a bald sky. In real
life a bright blue sky has distance and space. In a photograph
it may appear as a flat grey plane rising out of the top of a
building. The addition of clouds can ofttimes restore it to its
proper depth.

The photographs should tell a story. They should approxi-
mate as closely as possible the views and feelings a person
walking through the building would have. Many times build-
ings have delightful surprises—a particularly interesting rela-
tion of spaces, or perhaps a patio viewed through a pierced
wall. The architect is, of course, aware of these and they
should be thoroughly discussed with the photographer. Many
times they will be the key photograph around which a series

of pictures can be built.

Whenever possible the architect and the photographer
should visit together the project to be photographed. It is
absolutely necessary for the photographer to understand the
architect’s intent, for he (the architect) has lived with the
project for some time, while the photographer is entering a new
situation. A thorough understanding of the building, the func-
tion it serves, and how the architect arranged the various
areas and why, is needed if the photographer is to do his
work properly.

So, in the final analysis, the architect has at his disposal
a fine, if not perfect, tool in photography — for brochures,
plaques, and all forms of presentations. He can select and edit
the finer examples of his work to be presented to clients at their

leisure.

The cost of photography depends upon a working arrange-
ment between the architect and the photographer. Architectural
photography, particularly some interiors, are very difficult to
set up. Nothing gives a photographer that sinking feeling faster
than the words “Take a dozen or so and I'll pick out the one I
like.” The photographer should not be asked to work on
speculation. This is another reason why whenever possible the
architect and the photographer should visit the site together.
Views can be finalized and only those that tell a story need be
made, and the cost can be kept to a minimum.

THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT



IF FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE LASTING IMPRESSIONS

Photo by Norym Nissat

This is the second in a series of pages to be devoted
monthly to scenes on airport-to-downtown routes in our
seven Chapter cities. If first impressions are lasting im-
pressions . . . what must air-traveling visitors, tourists, busi-
nessmen, potential industrialists think of our cities? What
must they think of our cities if, by the time they reach the
hearts of our urban persons, they witness such a "harden-
ing" of the arteries? (In all fairness, it must be pointed out
that this was the only scene of serious urban blight which
the photographer could find between the Lafayette airport
and downtown Lafayette.)

Zavers siex 1904 .
$ M




The Downtown Shreveport Plan

Winner of AlA's Citation for Excellence in Community Architecture
AlA Gulf States Region

The Downtown Shreveport Plan is a joint private-public undertaking
that charts a 24-block concentration and integration of business and civic
activities.

The unified “center” will have garage parking, according to the plan,
sufficient to accommodate 7,000 cars, or a net gain of more than 5,000
spaces after the elimination of nearly 2,000 curbside slots.

Converting the motorist to a pedestrian—relieving him of his car and
then putting him in a pedestrian’s paradise where he can walk freely,
relax and enjoy esthetic amenities—this is a key idea of the plan.

A block-wide park belt will encircle the center, serving as a visual
foil for the center and as a barrier to diffusion of center activities and
services—for example, parking—-into the surrounding area.

Requiring a public outlay of $13,593,000 and a private expenditure of
$11,094,000 in its initial stage (running through 1970), the plan in the long
run calls for $21,319,000 and $38,319,000 in public and private investment,
respectively. The plan is geared through 1980.

It was sponsored by an organization of merchants and downtown prop-
erty owners, Downtown Shreveport Unlimited, and the City of Shreveport
through its Metropolitan Planning Commission.

The planning was undertaken in three phases: “An Economic Study
and Space Use Analysis,” the drawing of the design itself, and finally, the
setting up of an “Action Program.”

Stuart Walsh and Associates of San Francisco performed the economic
study which forecast a more than 25 per cent increase in demand for down-
town space through 1980.

The study was made under the direction of Arch R. Winter, AIA,
planning consultant, who developed the plan itself. Winter took apart the
downtown’s functions—retail, office, civic and circulation including autos,
pedestrians and transit—and then put them back together again in their
planned relationships.

Finally the “Action Program” giving priorities to private and public
construction projects was completed. As with the other steps in the planning,
this program was developed in consultation with key public and private
interests and thus alreadv had their approval and support when completed.



The plan fits in the larger, long-range city Master Plan
also developed by Winter nine years ago. Thus, Winter says,
it has a “practical grounding” in the overall scheme for the
city, a tie-in that would be lacking in an unrelated scheme, no
matter how good.

Although Shreveport is feeling the same forces of dispersal
afflicting downtowns everywhere, the plan was not conceived
as a device to “rescue” the central city. Instead, it is an approach
to add to substantial downtown development already achieved.

Shreveport is the center or “capital” of a large trade ter-
ritory including northwest Louisiana and parts of Texas and
Arkansas and known as “Ark-La-Tex.”

The plan is concerned with the economic well-being of the
center. But it provides for esthetic and relaxation features, and
indeed, says the plan report, “Herein lies the challenge—to
combine the imaginative with the practical.”

The park belt, which will contain some buildings, will
connect with Red River Park. Both park and center are min-
utes away from most residents of the Shreveport Metropolitan
Area because of recent street and expressway improvements.

The plan will facilitate vehicular movement into, out of
and around the center. Elevated walks will separate pedestrians

from vehicular traffic and certain areas will be exclusive to
pedestrians.

Some structures in the center will be replaced with new
ones and others will be rehabilitated. Revamping of the river-
front, the report says, will make the downtown both more
urbane and spacious in appearance.

The center will contain Shreveport’s traditional concentra-
tion of business and trade, enlarged and enhanced by new
recreational and cultural accommodations. “Above all,” the
report says, “it will be re-created as an attractive and spirited
place for urban life.”

It adds:

“A highly urban character of the center, with its consci-
ously disciplined use of land, must be prevented from taking
on a sterility of character.

“The plan therefore provides for the diversification of the
dense area with rich interludes of open green space. These
interludes will be in the form of landscaped pedestrian and
vehicular routes, small plaza-parks and, most significantly, the
Center Park Belt.

“Thus, the concept of the center is one of subtle intensity
and wholeness of effect, with circulation, activities and ameni-
ties woven into and pervading the entire scheme.”

SPECIAL WINDOWS

739 S. Clark St.

Custom Aluminum Fabrication . ..

SUNSCREENS AND DECORATIVE GRILLES
WINDOW WALL AND CURTAIN WALL

WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE . . . CALL US FOR COMPLETE DESIGN
ASSISTANCE AND PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES.

BLUMACLAGQ

CORPORATION

NEW ORLEANS

ALUMINUM DOOR FRAMES
ALUMINUM FLUSH DOORS

504-486-6581
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| The
Frustrations
of

' Architectural
Barriers

It is astounding to me to discover
that one out of ten persons in the
United States has one sort ‘of phy-
sical disability or another. At the same
time, .it is inspiring to learn of the
massive work being done to assist these
people back to the pursuit of nearly
normal lives. The work being done by
specially trained professionals, doctors,
nurses, physical and occupational ther-
apists, vocational ‘training groups,
social workers, psychologists, and many
others is coming to be known by the
general public. To our society we can
say this is all new, that great advances
have been made in our times: We can
also say, after looking at some statis-
tics, that by the year 1980, for every
able bodied person in this country,
there will be either one person with
a physical disability, one person with
a chronic illness, or one person over
65 years of age. What is happening,
and many of you know more about
this than | do, is the significant in-
crease in the amount of human poten-
tial available for active participation
in our society, for doing its work, en-
joying its freedom, benefits and lei-
sure, and for doing all this, despite
the handicaps involved, with grace

and dignity.

This meeting today of the Governor's
Committee on Employment of the
Handicapped is evidence enough to
me that the work that has been done
is paying off, that rehabilitation work
has its successes, and that as a result
it is necessary to concentrate on pro-
viding jobs for the people who have
won some personal battles and are
ready to be active citizens.



There are still many barriers to employ-
ment and full participation as citizens,
and the biggest barrier to the handi-
capped is, and I quote from Action, “un-
founded prejudice on the part of em-
ployers, the public, and even themselves.”
But let us say that the skill has been
learned, the personal battles won, and
prejudice overcome. It is then that the
real frustration of an architectural barrier,
existing as it were by oversight, becomes
the most important thing.

Many of you know that to a person in
a wheel chair, a few steps at an entrance
can deny use of a building, that standard
drinking fountains don’t provide water;
and all of you can imagine the incon-
venience of a restroom into which a wheel-
chair cannot go. These are typical exam-
ples of architectural barriers which need-
lessly hinder the physical mobility of oth-
erwise capable handicapped persons.

In 1959, an American Standards Associa-
tion committee was established under the
sponsorship of the National Society for
Crippled Children and Adults and the
President’s Committee on Employment
of the Handicapped. Mr. Leon A. Chate-
lain, F.ALA., Past President of the na-
tional A.ILA., was chairman. Research was
done at the University of Illinois, and
based on this research, the ASA in 1961
approved in final form specifications for
making buildings and facilities accessible
to and usable by the physically handi-
capped. This work has been done, and
machinery for re-evaluation is in opera-
tion to see that the standards set forth
are regularly brought up to date. How-
ever, to be effective, these standards must
be adopted and used. They must be trans-
lated into action by architects, construc-
tion companies, state and local building

authorities, city governments, possibly the
state legislature, and by professional, civic
and religious leaders. The implementation
of these standards is one of the subjects
that should be considered here today.

To give a better idea of what constitutes
an architectural barrier, let me mention
some of the items covered by this ASA
specification:

Space should be set aside in parking lots,
and identified for use by those who need
wheelchairs, braces or crutches, so they
need not wheel or walk behind parked
cars.

At least one entrance to a building should
be usable by those in wheelchairs, and
it should be at a level giving access to
clevators.

Stairs which have risers of no more than
seven inches, with round nosings rather
than square one which can trip the un-
wary climber, are imperative.

Doors are needed which are at least thirty-
two inches wide, with thresholds flush
with the floor. Double doors are generally
too difficult to open from wheelchairs.
Automatic doors are excellent.

At least one stall in each rest room
should be wide enough to accommodate
a wheel chair, and mirrors and shelves
should be set low enough to be used by
those in wheelchairs.

Spouts and controls on water fountains
should be in front. Conventional coolers
are satisfactory if a small fountain is
mounted on the side thirty inches above
the floor. And so on.

Action with respect to the use of these
specifications  for new construction be-

Edmund J. Glenny, AIA

comes most imperative when we refer to
a projection made by the American Insti-
tute of Architects in 1960. They report
that in the next forty years as much con-
struction will take place in the United
States as has occurred since the arrival of
Columbus. And I might add that I think
Louisiana and the South will be building
a large part of that projection.

There is another area of concern with re-
spect to architectural barriers. Much can
be done about new buildings, but there
is the other question of those that already
exist in our communities, many of which
still have the monumental steps at the
front entrance. This is more a problem
of investigation, evaluation, education,
and community action to cause changes
that will make the buildings available to
the handicapped. On the one hand, now
we have the problem of how to influence
new construction, and on the other, what
to do about the existing buildings which
do not provide amenities for the handi-
capped. This, then, is a second area for
consideration.

What can be done? This meeting, I think,
is a good example. It is the gathering to-
gether of people interested in the problem
of architectural barriers; it will provide
both information and opportunity to stim-
ulate ideas of what actions may be taken
and what recommendations made. This is
what is needed at all levels. For the new
buildings we may look to leadership from
the architects of our state, from the Asso-
ciation of General Contractors, and others.
For the existing conditions there are
many persons, and many existing organi-
zations, to which some of you belong,
which can be asked to participate on both
a state and local level. Overall coordina-
tion should of course come through the

An address before the Governor's Committee on the Handicapped, March 23, 1965, Baton Rouge, La.
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Governor’'s Committee; and much assist-
ance is available, I understand, from na-
tional organizations.

The question then is, “How can the Gov-
terest, concern and action on both state
Certainly the establish-
ment of a subcommittee for the preven-
tion and elimination of architectural bar-
riers would be a wise step, since the
short time available this morning will
not allow detailed coverage or consid-
eration of all of the possibilities.

and local levels?

Here are some suggestions for special proj-
ects which might provide a starting point
for action, for such a subcommittee:

(1) Enlist the aid and advice of the Lou-
isiana Architects Association. In 1963, an
article was written in the magazine L.OU-
ISIANA ARCHITECT by Randle L.
Hand, who was Chairman of the State
Committee on Architectural Barriers,
pointing out to architects their responsi-
bility to educate clients and the public
that a problem exists and that there are
solutions to the problem. I am a member
of the LAA, and though I can’t speak offi-
cially for the Association, I am sure that
ernor’s Committee foster a buildup of in-
you could expect cooperation on specific
projects if you were to request assistance.
A liaison committee of architects from
throughout the state could be established
to meet with your people and formulate
plans for studies on how to eliminate ar-
chitectural barriers in future buildings, or
to establish guidelines for investigations
into ways of updating existing buildings,
such as designing ramps which might be
placed over portions of large or wide stairs
to accommodate wheelchairs. Other broad-
er and farreaching programs might also
be investigated by this group.

(2) Another project would be locally
researched and published guides to the
handicapped. These guides describe in
pertinent detail the conditions which a
handicapped person will find in any of
the major buildings in his own town.
I have with me this morning a Guide to
Dallas for the Handicapped which you
might like to see. I have been told that
the New Orleans Junior League is work-
ing on such a guide for the City of New
Orleans; that the city of Lafayette has
already completed a self-inventory; that
Shreveport and Bossier City already have
guides and that in Monroe they are in a
planning stage for a guide. This sort of
project is a good starter, because there
would be immediate results and benefits
to all concerned, especially the handi-
capped. And all who participate in these
surveys become educated themselves about
architectural barriers, and will develop
enthusiasm, which is more important
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even than the publication of the guides.
In the state there are many civic organi-
zations which would be willing and eager
to take on projects which could effectively
be done by their membership for com-
munity improvement. Besides the work on
guides, there will be interested members
of these organizations who would be
willing to give talks in their communities
on the subject of architectural barriers if
appropriate material were supplied to
them; and the progress of their own activi-
ties would be even better material. I am
sure that the question of employment of
the handicapped will be a subject which
will reach the civic organizations through
other means, and through actions of the
Governor’s Committee. It seems reason-
able that information on architectural
barriers, in coordination with other pro-
grams, could be disseminated directly to
the people in these organizations who are
considering hiring the handicapped. By
this T am suggesting a pamgphlet which,
if not already available, could be written
and directed to the prospective employer
of handicapped persons, pointing out in
simple form the suggested ways of pro-
viding workable physical conditions for
such handicapped persons. The existing
organizations throughout the state are,
it seems to me, a major means of spread-

Frustrated

ing information and in effect reaching
the public.

(3) Another way of reaching the public
is of course through the news media.
This meeting today is receiving coverage,
and if editorial material were provided
on a continuing basis on the subject of
architectural barriers, what is being done,
what can be done and how it affects each
and all communities, I think the people
responsible for such things in our state
would see that they get published. One
subject which might be immediately us-
able would be a story on shopping cen-
ters and how they have removed many
obstacles to the free movement of handi-
capped and non-handicapped alike. De-
velopers of shopping centers know it is
good business to make accessibility a ma-
jor design factor. Is it not good business
to make accessibility to the handicapped
a major consideration in other buildings,
throughout our communities? Also on the
local level committees can be established
for publicity and see that community
projects get wide coverage.

(4) Another project area which might be
fostered directly by members of this

committee is that of approaching state
and parish officials directly about incor-
porating the ASA specifications into the
programs for the buildings under their
jurisdiction and to interest them in tak-
ing steps to eliminate the barriers which
exist in the buildings which their depart-
ments occupy. Publicity material on archi-
tectural barriers might very well find its
way to bulletin boards in many state offices
in the process.

(5) I mentioned earlier state and local
building authorities in connection with
the ASA specifications. Good advice on an
approach to having the specifications in-
cluded in building codes should be avail-
able from the LAA. There is already the
example of action taken in New Orleans
to include them in the city ordinance as
of 25 July 1963, in Article 510, titled Aids
to Physically Handicapped Persons. It says
that the ASA Specifications are acceptable
under that code. It is not made manda-
tory, but it does pave the way for anyone
wanting to incorporate the specifications
into buildings to be built in New Orleans.

(6) Another small but immediate project
could be the preparation of an exhibit
dramatizing the effects of architectural
barriers and what happens when they
are removed. Such an exhibit could be cir-
culated throughout the state possibly
through the state library system. An ex-
hibit might be prepared by a capable
photographer from photos on iile, should
funds be available for professional work,
or on a community level exhibits might
be prepared as high school projects on
“our community.”

You will recognize that what I have sug-
gested is a beginning only and that the
pursuit of specific projects wil provide a
means to an end and not the end itself.
The object is to do something positive
about removing and preventing architec-
tural barriers to the handicapped in each
community. This committee should con-
cern itself with establishing guidelines
which will lead directly to positive ac-
tion on a state level, lead directly to the
power structure in every community, draw
together responsible persons from all seg-
ments of the community itself, and touch
every local organization which has a
stake in this cause. If effective action is
to be forthcoming it is also imperative
that representatives in every community
who can be looked to for authoritative ac-
tion be searched out; and this committee
should help establish, throughout the
state, projects which will serve to stimu-
late immediate community concern and
enthusiasm, and then provide guidance
in directing this interest towards positive
action.

THE LOUISIANA ARCHITECT



Un Savant de LSU

Va Etudier en France
Avec un Erudition de
L’Association de Ciment

Portlan

A fourth-year student in the School
of Environmental Design at Louisiana
State University is one of eight stu-
dents in the United States and Can-
ada to win a $1,500 scholarship to the
world-famous Fontainebleau School of

Fine Arts in France.

O. J. Baker, head of the depart-
ment of architecture, has announced
that Luis Orlando Acosta, 21-year-old
student from Ensenada, Puerto Rico, is
a winner of the Architectural Scholar-
ship Award sponsored by the Portland

Cement Association.

Official notification of the scholar-
ship award was made to Acosta in a
general assembly of architectural fac-
ulty and students by T. D. Shiels of
Austin, Texas, Regional Manager of the

Portland Cement Association.

Shiels said the awards are spon-
sored "in order to promote progressive
architectural design, and to offer posi-
tive assistance to architectural students
of exceptional merit." He explained
that the scholarship competition is
carefully designed ""To determine those
students who qualify for advanced
study in design and who would be most

likely to profit from such study in Eu-
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Left to right—Eugene Ray, T.
D. Shiels, PC Regional Man-
ager; Luis Orlando Acosta,
and O. J. Baker, head of the
LSU Dept. of Architecture.



NEWS

Dear Mr. Tassin:

| am advised by Mr. Ory Poret a
member of the Old State Capitol Me-
morial Commission that your associa-
tion is willing to undertake a study of
the cost of renovating the Old State
Capitol. This study would include your
recommendations and suggestions on
restoration of the building for histori-
cal purposes as well as for tourist at-
traction and would be made at no
cost to the State. | would be delighted
if your association would undertake
such a step and | would be happy to
cooperate with you to the fullest pos-
sible extent. | have instructed my Ad-
ministrative Counsel, Mr. Sidney Fazio,
to work with you if your association
will undertake this project. Again let
me express my appreciation in the co-
operation | have received from your
association in the past and | hope we
can work together in the future.

Sincerely yours,
John J. McKeithen, Governor

State of Louisiana

ARCHITECT'S DAY AT USL—Guest lecturers at the third annual Archi'ect's Day at the
University of Southwestern Louisiana, Friday, May 7, are (from left to right) G. Scott Smith-
erman, AlA, Shreveport; John Pritchard, FAIA, Tunica, Miss.; August Perez Ill, AlA, New
O:leans, and David Perkins, AIA, Lafayette. Discussing ‘he day's program with the architects
is Gil Weimer (far right), Lafayette, USL fifth year architect student.
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Louisiana Architect
Editorials Quoted
By Public Press

Two recent LOUISIANA AR-
CHITECT magazine editorials
have been quoted by newspapers
across the state, according to LAA
headquarters’ clipping service.

Both editorials were concerned
with facets of the Legislative Com-
mittee investigating alleged bid-
ding irregularities at Northwestern
State College in Natchitoches.

In Minden, La., the local paper
reprinted, in full, the publication’s
editorial paying tribute to Contrac-
tor John Mclnnis for his courage-
ous contribution to the investiga-
tion while serving as a witness be-
fore the legislative committee.

In recent months, several archi-
tectural publications in other states
have requested permission to re-
produce material published in Lou-
isiana Architect. However, only
recently have state papers begun
to take note of some of the maga-
zines' contents.

Kuhiman Named
Portland Manager

New Orleans, lLa—Robert H.
Kuhlman has been appointed dis-
trict manager for the Louisiana Dis-
trict of the Portland Cement Asso-
ciation, effective April 1, 1965, with
headquarters in New Orleans. He
succeeds Andrew J. Spradlin, who
has requested retirement.

Mr. Kuhlman joined the Associ-
ation in 1954 as a general field engi-
neer in the Tennessee District. He
served as statewide paving engineer
for Arkansas from 1956 to 1960,
when he was transferred to the
Oklahoma-Arkansas District of the
PCA as supervising engineer for
Arkansas.

ZIP
CODERS
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NOTES

F.ALA.

Washington, D. C., May 7, 1965
—A Louisiana architect, G. Scott
Smitherman, is among 37 in the
nation advanced to Fellowship in
The American Institute of Archi-
tects. The AIA announced 1965
recipients of its highest honor yes-
terday.

Smitherman, of 4833 Camellia
Lane, Shreveport, was elevated for
his service to the profession of
architecture.

Louisiana has 16 AIA Fellows.

Fellowship will be formally con-
ferred during the annual banquet
and ball Friday, June 18, climax-
ing the 97th annual convention
of the ATA and the XI Pan Amer-
ican Congress of Architects. The
joint convention/congress will be
held in Washington June 13-18.

Because of his leadership in his
state, colleagues consider him

“father” of the AIA in Louisiana.
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in the national war on community
ugliness.

1. Let us consider the first—the educa-
tion and training of architects. Many of
us believe—I think with good reason—that
there should be substantial changes made
in the present methods, curricula and
scope of architectural training. We are
appalled that so many graduates of good
architectural and engineering schools have
had no basic liberal
can neither write nor express their ideas
clearly. Their five years of professional
training in school has been almost wholly
vocational in content.

education, and

2. We are concerned with the increas-
ing lack of understanding between archi-
tects, engineers and the other design dis-
ciplines. It is apparent that engineering
schools are less interested now in engineer-
ing training pertaining to building and
construction, but place their emphasis on
the theoretical and glamour areas of their
profession. Thus only a very small per-

CHANGE

(Continued from Page 9)

centage of students in these schools gravi-
tate towards the areas related to buildings
or environmental design.

3. Likewise, the architectural schools
today place nearly all of their emphasis
on the talented designer, often to the
exclusion of the many students whose
motivation and interest in architecture
and building is great but who can never
be top designers. Their participation in
the team is essential.

I have mentioned the changes that have
occurred in our practice, in our clients,
and in the types of services needed to
produce most present-day projects. The
community, the city and metropolitan
areas have become the dominant force
in design. The practice of architecture
must then respond to the demands of the

community which it serves, just as it
has in past and simpler ages.

There is much support for the view
that the present team is too loose, too
diverse in objectives, training and out
look, to function with an optimum unity
of purpose. In my own experience in an
architectural office using consultants for
all engineering services, we find it in-
creasingly difficult to interest the engineer
in our problems of design and aesthetics.
We in turn probably do not fully under-
stand the engineers’ problems. We seem
to speak a different language—yet team-
work is absolutely essential.

The significant report prepared by the
three-man Commission on Education in
November 1962 outlined the problems and
suggested two approaches for further re-
search and exploration. Both approaches
recommended that the future architect
must have a far broader background in
the liberal arts—English, History, Econ-
omics and Sociology—if he is to assume
the leadership of the design professions,
and a respected place in the community.

A first concept would be to maintain
the present division of responsibilities for
educating architectural and urban design:
ers in the schools of architecture; civil,
structural and mechanical-electrical de-
signers in the schools of engineering, but
to modify the curricula so that each design
discipline had a basic knowledge and un-
derstanding of the other disciplines while
being expert in his own. Such training
would culminate in the award of degrees
as known today, but each discipline would
have a broad knowledge of the others.

The second concept is that the archi-
tect, or whatever we may call him, is
responsible for all concepts of the design
of buildings and the spaces between;
therefore, he must possess a thorough
working knowledge of all of the areas
involved, including architectural and ur-
ban design, civil, structural and mechan-
ical-electrical design. He would at some
period specialize in one or more of these
disciplines in which he might be partic-
ularly proficient.

This approach suggests that all training
should be in one school under one head,
and that all students interested in build-
ing would graduate with the same degree.
Following an internship in specified of-



fices, they would take the same licensing
examinations, enabling each to practice
and design buildings. Further developed,
as it has been in the Hastings-Scheick
report, this approach envisages a single
education, a single registration, a single
practice, and a single profession.

This brings up many fundamental prob-
lems.

1. It is probably physically and men-
tally impossible for one man to sufficiently
assimilate a basic knowledge of all design
disciplines—architecture, planning, land-
scape architecture, engineering, and the
others, and have more than a smattering
of each.

2. It is also questionable if the same
motivation exists in a student desiring
to study and practice architecture and a
student whose interest lies in engineering.

Engineering is an applied science by de
finition. The realm of design introduces
another producing
works that are convenient, efficient, econ-
omical, socially suitable. The designer can
speak to man through his vision, appeal-
ing to his sense of order, and to his emo-
tions, as can literature, music and paint-
ing. I believe the disciplines required are
too diverse to emerge from a common

dimension, besides

basic professional education.

3. Even though students could and
many would specialize in the areas of
their greatest interest and abilities, those
not desiring to specialize would still be
permitted to practice what we call now
architecture. This could result in the
design of buildings—in other words, archi-
tecture—being carried out by a man half-
trained in several different disciplines, well
trained in none.

4. It would certainly discourage small
office practice, for offices would be almost
forced into a partnership or corporation
which would include specialists in each
of the disciplines.

There is a third approach to this prob-
lem—which I believe offers the greatest
possibility of a solution to the problem.

It would involve a six-year course, in
which all students interested in the en-
vironmental design disciplines would take
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the same courses for three years. These
would include many in the field of liberal
arts, the history of architecture, design
analysis and appreciation, mathematics
and physics, the theories of related engi-
neering disciplines. After this period,
when the motivation, proficiency and abil-
ity of the student could be better deter-
mined, he would specialize for the final
three years in the field of his greatest
interest and ability. He would then re-
ceive a degree in either Architecture,
Urban Planning, one of the engineering
fields, or in one of the other related
fields. By this means, each would be
really competent in his specialty, but
each would understand fully the problems
and techniques of the other related pro-
fessions.

This approach has been recommended
by an A.L.A. Committee, on which I was
Chairman, to the University of Maryland
in forming a proposed new School of
Architecture.

This whole question of architectural
education is of such fundamental impor-
tance to the future of our profession that
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a great deal of basic and thorough re-
search must go into its solution. The
A.LA. has set aside a considerable amount
of money, which we hope will be aug-
mented by members’ contributions and
foundation funds, for this long-term re-
search project. Further, it will be handled
by the Committee on Education.

Their program will explore all possi-
bilities towards closer working relations
in the design professions, and with em-
phasis on no pre-determined method or
approach. This entire program must be
handled objectively, for it will profoundly
affect our profession. Its implementation
is as you can realize, long-term. If the
curricula of every architectural and engi-
neering school were to be changed next
year, the new graduates would not be-

come the significant practitioners for at
least twenty-five years.

Meanwhile, our next two major objec-
tives, while equally long-term in scope,
are of immediate concern and must be
implemented today.

The first of these is in the field of
Public Relations and Public Demand. We
have yet to sell our product—better archi-
tecture—to more than a small percentage
of our citizens. This is a tremendous and
seemingly discouraging task. The discon-
certing thing about architecture, at least
to most architects, is the apathy of the
toward the buildings
around them and whether a building
had an architect or not. This public
seems indisposed to judge a building by
any recognizable standard.

general public

We can’t explain the virtues of our
products the way a corporation can and
does. We can’t possibly run an advertis-
ing or publicity campaign in the great
circulation magazines or on CBS or NBC
Broadcasting.

But we have an increasing number of
tools to help us.

1. The greatest single avenue with
which we can reach and influence the
public is through a favorable, interested
and knowledgeable press, through maga-
zine articles, and television reports. We
can measure already the successful results
of our recent seminars for the press—and
more of these are to be held at regional
level. A second Columbia Conference,
sponsored by the Columbia School of
Journalism, will meet on June 27th to
attempt to awaken, and to educate archi-
tecturally, the key editorial personnel from
the nation’s major mass circulation maga-
zines and radio and television executives.

If interested and more knowledgeable,
these men of the press, magazines, radio
and television can do more to bring public
awareness of and interest in their environ-
ment than could a million dollar a year
advertising campaign.

2. The climate is changing. I am sure
you have noted the many articles and
stories about architecture and architects
in recent magazines, newspapers, and on
television. TIME, NEWSWEEK, LIFE,
SATURDAY REVIEW, FORTUNE,
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HARPERS, U.S. NEWS & WORLD RE-
PORT, and others have had major arti-
cles reflecting the growing public concern
for and interest in our environment. NBC
has recently devoted large segments of air
time to architecture and architects.

3. We are striving more successfully,
I think, to public
through movies and filmstrips, and de-

reach the general
mand for these increases throughout the
nation’s schools.

The completion of our Film #1, ex-
pected by Spring, will give us a tool for
showing to laymen’s groups such as civic
and community organizations; while the
plans for a series of films on architecture,
past and present, for use as part of edu-
cational training of high school students
will bring an early awareness of beauty

and good architecture to our citizens of
tomorrow.

4. Our Honor Awards—both National
and Regional — if publicized properly
create  much interest in

public good

architecture. Owners are proud when
their building is recognized. They are

thereafter our allies.

Con-
character, and

5. Finally, this National

vention—International in

year’s

with its subject “Cities of the New World,”
will be a powerful forum for international
relations, national objectives and public
relations.

Finally, we come to what must be our
most important goal—an immediate and
sustained campaign to arouse public opin-
“decision

ion, and them our

through
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makers”—against the environmental ugli
ness, the growing blight engulfing our
cities and towns and our countryside.

We architects have generally been on
the side of the angels. We have been pain-
fully aware of this condition, have de-
plored it, and have watched with frustra-
tion its creeping spread. But our trumpets
have been too muted.

Now, almost overnight, there is a great
public groundswell of concern throughout
the country, an awakening and growing
public demand for order and beauty in
our land. It is as though, for the first
time, many people are opening their eyes
and looking around their country.

We see it in the changes within many

of our city centers, spearheaded some-

the modern building
should include a modern

communications
system

To meet this need,
telephone service and
. equipment for every business

and home requirement is

being developed by the

Bell System. Teletypewriter
and data transmission
facilities... PBX installations
...apparatus closets. ..
pre-wiring . . . telephone
outlets at all electrical outlets.
For assistance in the

. development of
communications systems for
your clients, just call our
Architects’ and Builders’
Service and we will be glad
to have a representative see
you at your convenience.
Their help is available
without cost.

=\

_——

Southern Bell

...Serving You

21



times by architects, but often

through the momentum provided by our

more

business leaders.

Alarmed citizens’ groups are pushing
through ordinances to save landmarks,
and to prevent superhighways from de-
spoiling our countryside.

We see it in the press, the magazines,
the books, and T.V. programs that I've
mentioned, which focus public attention
on this problem.

CHANGE

We are seeing it in the changing atti-
tudes of many of our elected officials—
state, city, county — some of whom are
even courageous enough to mention plan-
ning and architecture to their councils.

But, above all, you are seeing it at the
highest level of our government in the
President’s concern with and plans for
beauty and order in our country.

The Great Society speech may have
been a major turning point. I quote. “It
is harder and harder to live the good
" and “Our
Society will never be great until our cities
are great.
at the top cares about junk yards has
given new drive to the movement to raise
the quality of American life.

life in American cities today,’

s

The mere fact that someone

This is our greatest challenge and op-
portunity—we must not stay within an

ivory tower—as we have done too often
in the past. We must not sit on the side-
lines while this wave of public interest
sweeps past us. We dare not let others
shape our environment. Its solution is
what we as architects are trained to solve.

Let us then, as architects, involve our-
selves—with all the “men and women of
good will”"—with all the other groups and
organizations who are fighting against the
same enemies—blight and ugliness—and
striving for the same goals—cities more
pleasant and amenable to live in, a coun-
tryside retaining its beauty and variety—
a more orderly and better planned en-
vironment,
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