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The results 
are positively 
electrifying 

They laughed at Ben Franklin . . 
while. 

But his experiment with a kite string has become 
the reality of thousands of miles of power lines. 

In the spirit of Ben Franklin's contribution, a major indus
try has grown, the American Way . . . public service through 
free enterprise. 

Louisiana's Investor-Owned Electric Companies serve over 2,000,000 
people with all the electricity they need every day . . . reliabi 
service at low cost. 

Like Ben Franklin, we're serious about making life better for the people we serve. 

INVESTOR-OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANIES 
OF LOUISIANA! • Southwestern Electric Power Co. • Central Louisiana Electric Co. 
New Orleans Public Service Inc. • Louisiana Power & Light Co. 
Gulf States Utilities Co. 



PUT YOUR 
BUILDING 

CONTENTS 
IN A 
S A F E . 

CLIENT 
20% ON FIRE 

INSURANCE COSTS 
on the building and 

on its contents 
by using Certified 

Concrete Masonry Units. 
CHECK WITH YOUR 

INSURANCE BROKER. 

LOUISIANA lODUCT! 

INC. 
L A k * C h a r l e s B a t o n R o u g a N e w O r l e a n s 



Editorial 
Urban Design and Development Corporation 

E S T A B L I S H E D B Y T H E A M E R I C A N I N S T I T U T E OI A I K IH I HC T S 

A half-ccntiiry ago, tJic Waiduuis School of Dcsioji nvrs foioidcd 
by Walter Gropiiis "to show how a multitude of iudividuah, 
u illiiiiJ, to work coucertedly hut u ithout /o.s/;/g their ideiitity, 
could evolve a kinship of expression in their resjjonse to the 
cludhniges of the day. Its aim was to give a basic diinon^tid 
tion of hou' to maintain iDiity iti diversity, and it did tJiis witJi 
the materials, teehniques, and form concepts gernuinc to 
its time." 

Architects toda)', cliallcnged by dynamic social and ccononiit 
forces, are still searching for ways to meet the unprecedented 
demand for effective new solutions to urban and environmental 
problems. To stimulate increased participation by the architect
ural profession, the American Institute of Architects created in 
1969 an independent, action-oriented, nonprofit organization, the 
Urban Design and Development Corporation. 

The Corporation is committed to the investigation and develop
ment of an environment that is compassionate and sympathetic 
to man and the new architecture for that environment which is 
concerned with the human and social consequences of physi
cal design. 

The architect's unique capabilities, from his broad knowledge of 
building technology, to his awareness of individual needs, must 
be used to create humane places for life, work and play. 

Because the urban context has grown increasingly complex po-
Htically, economically and socially, new methods are being investi
gated to create a framework within which the design professions 
can participate effectively, for the quality and scale of solutions 
must be formidable and the public as well as the private interest 
must be served. Therefore, a primary function of the Urban 
Design and Development Corporation is the examination of the 
processes which impede development and the creation of multi-
structured clients through which major projects can be conceived, 
designed, financed and built. Acting as a catalyst, the Corpora
tion is seeking to create new opportunities for the architect to 
actively engage in finding solutions to the urgent urban and 
environmental problems of today. 

Through direct participation in projects involving the revitali-
zation of the center city, transportation as the skeleton of urban 
form and function, and the new community as the extension of 
the existing urban complex, the C'orporation is working to promote 
recoFiciliation of tlic present dixision between physical and human 
renewal. In its long-term program, however, the Corporation is 
concerned with the total problem of achieving the "humane" en
vironment, whether it be urban or rural, suburban or inner city. 

The American Institute of Architects has pledged to the corpora
tion the support of its I Iead(|uarters staff and more than 160 local 
chapters with over 23,000 architect members. The Institute looks 
to the Urban Design and Development Corporation to establish 
dialogues and close working relationships with the academic com-
munitv, business corporations, government and private organiza
tions and professional societies. 
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Aluminum . . . 
Changing the Face of a City 

ST. MARY'S DOMINICAN COLLEGE 
New Orleans, La. 

Architect: J. BUCHANAN BLITCH, AIA 

• Special Windows • Aluminum Door Frames 
• Sun Screens • Decorative Grills 

• Aluminum Flush Doors • Window Walls 
• Curtain Walls 

A L U M A G L A S S 
CORPORATION 

4373 Michoud Bird. New Orleans, La. 70129 
504-254-1900 

We Are at Your Service . . . Call Us for Complete 
Design Assistance and Preliminary Estimates 

O U T S T A N D I N G F E A T U R E S 

I N S U R E 

/ p o l y - m a r 
P O L Y E S T E R T E R R A Z Z O 

S U P E R I O R I T Y 
Poly-mar floors display the traditional 
beauty of terrazzo 

^ Negligible moisture absorboncy 

^ Lightweight - approximotely 3 
lbs. per sq. f t . 

Only !/4 inch thick, thus no need 
to recess slob 

^ Superb insulating qualities - warm 
to touch - quiet to walk on 

^ No strips required 

^ Acid and stain resistant 

Resistant to indentation 

iiT Easily installed, easily maintained 

Terrazzo Systems Corporation 
2451 Low Sf. New Orleons, Lo. 7011 7 Phone 943 -3389 

FOR SPECS WRITE OR CALL 

L E E J . L O C K W O O D — V I C E P R E S I D E N T . S A L E S • P H O N E 9 2 6 - 2 4 9 2 

1 4 4 0 S H E R W O O D F O R E S T B L V D . • B A T O N R O U G E . L A . 7 0 8 1 5 
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with the magJiificerit new 

R I V E R G A T E E X H I B I T I O N C E N T E R 
New Orleans Competes for National and International Conventions 

Covering six city squares, The Rivergate, the new $13,500,000 Port of 
New Orleans Exhibition Center, is located in the heart of New Orleans, 
where famed Canal Street meets the Mississippi River. It is one of the 
principal components of the city's beautiful new International Center, which 
also includes the new International Trade Mart Tower. 

This carefully planned structure, one of the most modern and efficient 
meeting facilities in the nation, lias been designed to handle virtually any 
type or size of exhibition, trade show or convention. Accommodations for 
meetings are flexible enough to comfortably seat more than 17,500 persons, 
or as few as 115. The Rivergate provides up to 132,500 square feet ol 
column-free, usable floor area for exhibits, which is one of the largest exhibit 
floors in the nation. It is completely air-conditioned. 

The Rivergate has underground parking facilities, is near railway and bus 
stations, and is only a short ride via expressway to New Orleans International 
Airport (Moisant). 
The size, versatility and beauty of The Rivergate combined with the charm, 
good food and distinct personality of New Orleans makes this city a com
petitor for convention dollars in an international market. 

A R C H I T E C T S : 

Edward B. Silverstein & Associates 
Curtis and Davis 

Mathes-Bergman and Associates 

The Louisiana Architect 
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M Magnolia Mound 
^ > Plantation House 

Restoration 
B A T O N R O U G E , L O U I S I A N A 

Located on potentially one of the most 
dramatic sites in Louisiana, this early 
plantation, now surrounded by the 
City of Baton Rouge, has important 
atchitectural and historical signific
ance. 

The original section of the building 
was built in the late 18th century and 
is one of the few remaining examples 
of mud and moss construction. While 
its basic form and plan typify early 
Louisiana building techniques, its in
terior detailing is more a part of the 
developing Federal period in America. 

The builder for Magnolia Mound Plan
tation House was John Joyce. After 
Joyce's death, his widow, Constance 
Rochon, married Armond Allard Du-
plantier, aid-de-camp to the Marquis 
de Lafayette during the revolution. 
The plantations which this magnificent 
site overlooked were of foremost im
portance in the development of the 
Baton Rouge area. 

The people of Baton Rouge have de
cided to restore this building to its 
original character and are beginning 
this project under the guidance of 
Foundation for Historical Louisiana. 

J O H N D E S M O N D , F A I A 
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EAKTIIIHIikES 

By W I L L I A M B R O C K W A Y 
AlA Architect 

"Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does any
thing about i t . " — Mark Twain 
The wholesale disaster visited upon our sister communities 
along the Gulf Coast by Hurricane Camille has evoked 
reactions of compassion and selfless giving from millions 
of people all over the United States, as perhaps no 
other event has in recent history. We in Baton Rouge ex
perienced a particularly poignant brand of anxiety, because 
most of us are familiar with the area hardest hit, some of us 
with friends and relatives there, and also because of the 
knowledge that i t could just as easily have happened to us. 
The spontaneous giving of thousands of dollars worth of food, 
clothing and relief funds to the stricken has been a measure of 
our community's desire to do something about it . 

NEXT YEAR? 
But what about next year? Or the year after? Is this really 
all that can be done about such natural disasters, reaction 
after the fact? Let me tell you of a similar happening. This 
one in California, some 37 years ago. 
Unti l that time, earthquakes in California were viewed by 
the citizens of that state in very much the same way that we 
consider our hurricanes. They were acts of God, which nobody 
could do very much about (or thought they could). They oc
curred at unpredictable intervals, with unpredictable and 
varying results. Sometimes they happened to you. Some
times to the other fellow. Engineers and architects knew 
how to design buildings to resist lateral forces (that is what 
an earthquake or a hurricane is), but nobody had ever really 
tried to work out a way of applying this knowledge to the 
problem of resisting seismic forces, specifically. 
Unt i l one day in 1932, about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when 
a massive tremor hit the city of Long Beach, California, de
stroying more than half the buildings in that city and almost 

all of the school buildings. The Red Cross and other charit
able organizations went into action. Neighboring commu
nities replied splendidly to the call for food and clothing. 
Generally, the reaction was very similar to the public re
sponse following Camille. Then, somebody remembered the 
destroyed school houses and public sympathy turned to cold 
horror with the realization that, had the tremor struck 30 
minutes earlier, i t could very well have killed every school 
age child in the city. 

PUBLIC OUTCRY 
Immediately, a public outcry arose, demanding public build
ings that would withstand seismic shocks. A whole series of 
bills were introduced in the legislature, the Riley Act, the 
Field Act, Title 21 of the California Administrative Code, all 
with the same purpose, to insure by law that all pubHc 
buildings be required to withstand certain limits of horizon
tal force. 
At first, the engineering knowledge of how much force a 
building should be required to withstand was very meager. So, 
arbitrary limits were set. In each subsequent earthquake, 
the state and the communities sent survey teams of architects 
and engineers to the sites to determine how well buildings of 
differing construction types had withstood shocks of known 
intensities. Gradually, a considerable body of empirical 
knowledge in earthquake design was acquired and existing 
laws brought up to date. This work is continuing today, as 
new earthquakes shed more light on the subject. 
The culmination of all this effort came with the inclusion of 
earthquake design standards in the Uniform Building Code, 
which is the governing construction ordinance in at least 
seven western states and has been adopted by the National 
Council of Architectural Registration Boards as the basis 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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T H E M E 

Psychoanalysis 194 7 

Circus 1948 

Streets of New Orleans 1949 

Le Jazz Hot 1950 

Gourmet 1951 

Les Jours de Fete 1952 

Les Superstitions 1953 

Musee D'Art 1954 

Les Chansons 1955 

Les Advertisements 1956 

Le Cinema 1957 

French Quarter 1958 

Macabre 1959 

L'Espirit Des lies 1960 

Famous or Infamous 1961 

Literature and Less 1962 

Customs & Traditions 1963 

Famous Firsts 1964 

La Mer 1965 

Happiness Is: 1966 

Decibiha 1967 

N. O. Past, Present, Future 1968 

At this the 23rd annual Beaux Arts Ball of the New Orleans Chapter, A I A , the 
name of the game is GAMES. Each year since May 21, 1947 when 17 little ladies 
of the New Orleans AIA Women's Auxiliary planned the f irst Beaux Arts Ball 
a new theme from life has been depicted by imaginative groups of architects, 
architectural students, their wives and gir l friends and each year this benefit 
affair seems bigger and better. So far 22 fourth year architectural students at 
Tulane here received travel scholarships which have increased in size from 
$500 to $750 to $1,000 as the success of the ball improves. 
The traditional Travel Scholarship this year will have a new name and a new 
look. The award shall now be known as The Research Fellowship of The Women's 
Auxiliary — New Orleans Chapter, American Institute of Architects. Its ad
ministration will be a little different with respect to selection of the recipient. 
The winner will be selected on the basis of a proposal for the use of the Fellow
ship grant. This proposal will include a statement indicating what the student 
wishes to accomplish and why, the value to him as well as to the environmental 
professions of the proposed undertaking, and his suitability for the research he 
proposes. The proposal shall also address itself to original or interpretive in
vestigations of significance with scholarly competence as the objective. 

GAMES-1969 BEAUX ARTS BALL 
Royal Orleans Hotel 9pm October 4 

September, 1969 11 



An Architect Designs for his Family 

The George A. Saunders Home 
M E T A I R I E , L O U I S I A N A 

What the orchitect did in this residence 

was create an exterior environment in

side the house by having gardens of live 

growing plants, rocks, and sand, and 

also an entrance and rear garden im

mediately outside the glazed areas. All 

the bedrooms have open walls above so 

that each one overlooks a garden below. 

I t is a very livable house, much different 

than one ordinarily finds, with space 

flowing from one area to another with

out the usual confinement. 

The Owner being Architect-Owner with 
a hand more free than ever before, de
cided to put into use some of his ideas 
that had been going through his thoughts 
for years. We attempted to develop a 
controlled environment area in which the 
planting and spaciousness along with the 
natural materials, worked to our aesthetic 
sense, both inside and out, day and night. 
The inside is lighted during the daylite 
hours by the use of natural lighting 
through skylites, evening lighting is done 
with conventional lamps supplemented 
with garden lighting and candles brack
eted onto the brick walls. The plan is 
a typical tight plan with all utilities 

pulled into a simple plumbing stack, 
plenty of closet space, maintenance free 
materials. The entire house is centrally 
heated and cooled, with the majority of 
the glass in the house fixed. Only slid
ing glass doors exist on the east side, 
and jalousies on the west side. 
On the exterior the entire area is en
closed with shrubs or fence on all prop
erty lines, pebble gardens exist in the 
front and rear yard areas. The ex
terior materials are brick, cedar shakes, 
and rough sawn cedar with trim kept to 
a minimum. The cedar shakes have been 
allowed to acquire their natural color 
and the rough cedar has been stained. 

12 The Louisiana Architect 
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NOW PERMADECK' 
ROOF DECKS 

ARE CERTIFIED 
Permadeck is made by forming long, 

chemically treated mineralized wood fibers 
with Portland Cement into planks, tile or 
formboard possessing unique properties— 
strength, water resistance, fire resistance, 
insulation, high reflectivity and attractive 
appearance. 

A n d now Permadeck roof decks are 
cert i f ied . 

Certified Permadeck roof decks are ap
plied only by Approved Permadeck Appli
cators who have the proper experience and 
equipment to asssure that architectural spec
ifications are faithfully followed. 

At the plants, a rigid testing program is 
fol lowed to assure that the Permadeck 
equals or surpasses published standards. 
Accurate job records concerning applica
tions are kept by the Approved Permadeck 
Applicator. 

W h e n the job is completed, we and 
the appl icator j o i n t l y cert i fy that the 
Permadeck was properly manufactured 
and installed according to architectural 
specifications. 

All of which assures you of satisfactory 
long term performance. 

For complete informat ion, ca l l your 
Permadeck or Zonolite representative or 
write us. 

Concrete Products Division 
W. R. Grace fi Co. 

P.O. Box 130, Brunswick, Georgia 31520. 

Phone (912) 265-6900 
P.O. Box 338, Terry, Mississippi 39170. 

Plione (601) 878-5565 

Hurricanes and Earthquakes (Continued) 

throughout the country for architectural licensing. As a re
sult, no building, public or otherwise, can be built anywhere 
within the jurisdiction of tliis code which cannot reasonably 
be expected to survive an earthquake of severe intensity. 
Could not the same thing be done with respect to hurricanes? 
I think so. 

SIMILARITIES 

Of course there are differences between earthquakes and 
hurricanes, but the similarities outstrip the differences in any 
sort of critical evaluation. Hurricanes are unpredictable as 
to time and place, so are earthquakes. Hurricanes vary in 
intensity, so do earthquakes. Nobody knows how much 
lateral force to design for. This was true of earthquakes 
before 1932. Is i t practical to require all buildings to with
stand forces equal to the most severe hurricanes on record? 
Nobody knows, but with estimates of damage varying from 
500 million dollars to 1 billion dollars and 200 to 500 lives 
lost in one hurricane alone, perhaps this is just what we 
should do. Aren't existing building code requirements suf
ficient? Apparently not. 

How can such building requirements be developed? I should 
think in just the same way that the earthquake laws were 
developed in California. A good first step would be for the 
states of the hurricane belt, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Florida, to form an interstate commission of ar
chitects, structural engineers, meteorologists and perhaps a 
lawyer or two, to study the feasibility of and investigate 
ways to require by law a minimum construction standard for 
all buildings to resist structural collapse as a result of hurri
cane winds and waves. 

THEORETICAL 

I t is probable that, in the beginning, the findings of such a 
commission would be highly theoretical. But, as time goes 
on and more hurricanes occur, the original criteria would be 
updated. Probably the biggest area of study would be in the 
analysis of why certain buildings stood and others didn't. 
Why did the 100 year old home of Jefferson Davis remain 
standing, for instance, when hundreds of newer concrete and 
steel structures collapsed? There is a tremendous amount 
of information available to us now in Gulf port and Biloxi. 
These buildings need to be studied at this time, before the 
demolition crews remove all the evidence. 

Can it be done? I t has been done, in California. I t has to be 
done in this part of the world, unless we are willing to con
tinue sacrificing millions of dollars in property damage and 
hundreds of lives on the altar of complacency. 

Who knows, i f we keep trying, we might make old Mark 
Twain out a liar, yet. 
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M e m b e r o f 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l Pho tog raphe rs 

A s s o c i a t i o n 

1115 Woshington Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Telephone T W 5-3680 

THE 
FULL 

S E R V I C E 
C O M P A N Y 

GENERAL 
INDUSTRIAL 

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL 

ROOFING 
SHEET METAL 

HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING 

EXPERIENCED and QUALIFIED BONDED ROOFERS 

LIVINGSTON ROOFING and SHEET M E T A L , Inc. 
7531 E. INDUSTRIAL AVE. • BATON ROUGE, LA. 

SHAFTER CHENEVERT, Pres. 
PHONE 926-8656 P. O. BOX 15423 

J N O . 
W O R N E R 

& 
S O N 

I N C . 
B U I L D E R S ' H A R D W A R E 

rv_—J 

D I S T R I B U T O R S O F 
Y A L E L O C K S A N D H A R D W A R E 

S A R G E N T L O C K S A N D H A R D W A R E 

S C H A L A G E L O C K S 

4 0 1 - 4 0 S D E C A T U R S T R E E T 

P. O . B o x 2 5 6 3 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70130 

P H O N E 5 2 9 2 5 9 2 

For positive protec

t ion against termi tes 

and decay, use W O L -

M A N I Z E D pressure-

treoted lumber any 

where wood is near 

the ground or in c o n 

tact w i th mason ry— 

Get fu l l detai ls f rom 

your builder or a r 

chi tect . 

C E N T R A L 
CREOSOTING CO. , 
INC. 

Route 1, Sloughter, Louisiana 
Baton Rouge - 3 4 2 - 9 7 9 3 

Clinton - 6 8 3 - 8 2 9 7 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L 
P H O T O G R A P H Y 

D A V E G L E A S O N 
1766 Nicholson Dr. 

Phone 342-8989 
Baton Rouge, La. 
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FERTILIZER STORAGE BUILDING IN MISSOURI 
LAMINATED IN LOUISIANA 

COCO 
Owner: 

Missouri Farmers' Association 
Palmyra. Missouri 

Engineer: 
Dyer & Moody Inc.. 
Baker, Louisiana 

Contractor: 
Delta Field Erection Inc.. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Three identical 100' x 200 ' warehouses for which 
laminated pur l ins and A-Frames were supplied by Coco. 

Average Assembly time fo r A-Frames 20 minutes 

Average Placement time fo r A-Frames 10 minutes 

Fastest Placement time for A-Frames 4 minutes 

R O N A L D A. COCO, L A M I N A T I N G DIVISION/ P o BOX 73864 SCOTLANDVILLE BRANCH . BATON ROUGE. LA. 70807 


