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S Y M P O S I U M ON M O D E R N I S M 
By H E R B E R T G. W E N Z E L L 

'I Ins is the Ihird and last of n sn-irs nf Irailisis drlirrrrd in n si/ni/msintn <in Madrntisui vs. 
I'mdilioiiiilis-ni at n joint meeting of llir Prtnnt Clia/der. A. I. A. and llir Miclilunn Soviet 1/ of Anhl-
inis hrliJ on Mni/ J.'>. In /irrrion.s issues ire Inirr jnddished Mr. Artlinr A'. Ilijile's pojiei-. irliirh ims a 
f/t'nenil dismssion of the .snhjert, unit Hint of .Mr. Wirt ('. Ixoirlntid who sponsored the modernist cini.-<r. 
Herein Mr. Wrnzell defends the tniditimndist. 

A symposium on the subject of modern arch i ­
tecture is nothinp new. Some of us l istened to an 
excellent combination of speakers in a sympos ium 
at the 1930 Convention of the Inst i tute at Washing:-
ton, and I don't th ink much can be added to what 
was said there. I m p a r t i a l then as I am now. I am 
inclined to think that M r . Howe , the most modern of 
the modernists, had somewhat the better of the a r -
tjmnent, and this was n a t u r a l . The man of great 
fa i th considers a l l those without the fold as black 
sheep, and the ir s ins a n d errors are mani fes t 
everywhere because there are so many of them, 
whereas the new Utop ia has infinite jiossihilities 
and none can ga insay . 

Architects* Luncheon 
32nd Floor, Union Guardian Building 

Private Dining Room, 
South West Corner 

Tuesday, June 21, 2:30 p. m. 

Since 1930, s trange , bewi lder ing and terril i le 
things have happened, every brand of racketeer ing 
conceivable has been uncovered. We are depressed 
physical ly , mentall.v and f inanc ia l ly , and the most 
depressing thing about it a l l is that this new move­
ment in archi tec ture has invaded Chicago with the 
biggest f i v e - r i n g c i rcus of g l i t t er ing examples of 
modernism ever assembled. 

L e t us r e c a l l the F a i r of 1893—the beauteous 
rolumn.s—the G r e e k and R o m a n E m p i r e of M c K i m , 
Meade & W h i t e — 4 0 y e a r s . S i c semper tyrannus . 

My battle is w i t h the edi f icers of this World's 
F a i r , w i t h the theorist of this new architecture, 
wi th the machine. I a m a humanist-modernist . I 

a m l ined up wi th tiie prophets who a r e n o w w i t h i n 
a f e w hours ' t r a v e l f rom here, F r a n k L l o y d W r i g h t 
and S a a r i n e n . W e have the best t h e o r y a n d t h e 
f ines t examples w i th in our reach . B u t t h e p r o p h e t 
is without honor in his own land. 

I n order to get n e a r the foundation f o r t h i s n e w 
arch i t ec ture I went to the sources of c r i t i c a l i n f o r ­
mat ion , L e C o r b u s i e r , H a s k e l l an<l H i t c h c o c k , t h e 
publ ic is ts and loud-speakers . H e r e I f o u n d a g r e a t 
deal of f ine w r i t i n g invo lv ing m e t a p h y s i c s a n d 
aesthet ics , and it dawned upon me t h a t t h e r e w e r e 
man.v points of s i m i l a r i t y between th i s t h e o r y o f 
arch i tec ture and that of modern p a i n t i n g . S i n c e in 
the past I h a v e tr ied my best to come to s o m e c o n ­
clus ion as to the w h y - f o r of this modern p a i n t i n g 
and had approached the subject wi thout p r e j u d i c e , 
and because I believe it is a p a r a l l e l case in c r i t i c a l 
a n a l y s i s , I would l ike to make a few c o m m e n t s 
which might be enl ightening . 

F i r s t , by f a r the g r e a t e r number of those w h o 
a r e qua l i f i ed to judge of a r t in g e n e r a l , a n d i n ­
c identa l ly obtain a l ivel ihood t h e r e f r o m , a r e c o n ­
vinced that modern pa in t ing has reached a d e f i n i t e 
s tage of development, and that the school o f " E x ­
p r e s s i o n i s m " w i l l be accepted by the l a y m a n a s 
s u r e l y as death and taxes . I t is to be note<l t h a t 
l i ' f i n e this school had been accepted m o d e r n p a i n t ­
ing h a d gone through a t l eas t e ight p h a s e s , a l l of 
which f r o m F u t u r i s m to V o r t i c i s m h a v e b e e n 
acknowledged to be fads . F^xpressionism, t h e a c ­
cepted s ty le , is d i s t inguished by w h a t is t e r m e d 
" s i g n i f i c a n t f o r m " and "mobile color ," w i t h i n -
s i s tance upon a vague d imens ion , w h i c h m i g h t be 
the f o u r t h . I have, of course , been c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 
the def in i t ion of these t e r m s , and in C h e n e y ' s 
" P r i m e r of Mmlern A r t " w h i c h is the s i m p l e s t e x ­
position I have been able to f ind . I come u p o n t h i s 
def ini t ion of " s i g n i f i c a n t f o r m : " " I t i s f o r m i n 
w h i c h the record of v i s ion is fe l t to be c o m p a t i b l e 

(Cont inued on P a g e 4) 
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C L A S S I F I E D BUILDING T R A D E S 
G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t o r s 

A L B E R T A. A I . B U I G H T CO.. 1204 rmobscot 
nUig. KAndolph 2580. 

C O. B A B T O N C O . , 1900 E . Jefferson Ave. . 
F l u r o y 4J40. 

B E Y S T E B & O I . M S T E A D . lii<-.. 817 New Centre 
Bldg . . MAdlBOB 051T. 

M AI I , I <> . IfilO K. Hancock Ate MKIrose 
I * s -i. 

Roof ing 

A i M E B O O K I N G C O . . 4828 Slor«n A\e . 
.MKIrns* 1030. 

\iiiu>\v i K i n r i . M ; A -iwyy/T M I . T M . W C H I K S . 
.5100 St. Jean Ave. WHltt ler 6900. 

C O . . H 2 n i 

111 I I I - I . I M U E K r o . . 6125 W. Vernor High 
way. Vlnewon.1 1-1120. 

r . W. K O T C H E B M M B E R C O . . 21.17 «!rallot 
Ave. . MKIrose 3390. 

J . A. .MacIVOIl 1.1 M B K K l O . . 10515 Cirand 
Biver Ave. l lOparl l i 1234. 

U K . S T B I C K L I M B E R C D . . 1000 W . Orand 
HIvd. LAfayctte 0500. 

missus B R O T H E R S . I n c . 607 Oonnvan B i d s . . 
C B e r r y 0235. 

B E C K >l N • n . \ WPO N B O O K I N G 
Sr l iaerT. I l O c a r l l i 1006. 

. S T R A N I 7 L U M B E R C O . . 7620 Greenfield, 
neartmrii. OBecnii 2006. 

n O. C H R I S T S f A N - - B l R K E C O . . 1009 14 
F i s h e r B l d g . . M A d U o n 0810. 

J O H N I> B l ' S C l I A- .SONS, inc.. 639 E . Fort 
St. H.\ndolr>h 7889. 

« O R R l C K B R O T H E R ! * . I n c . . 125! Michigan 
Theatre B ldg . RAndolpl i 2934. 

B O B E B T CANTH.En C O . . 2050 W. Forest Ave 
W A l n m 3S50. 

P l a s t e r i n g Contractors 

n i » : V B R F L A S T K R I X t S C O . . 3 3 « l 12lh St. 
<;Len(lale 8166. 

;. F . E I . S K B M A N & S27 F a n v c l l B l d g . . 
r A d l l l a o 0811. 

T H E H O W I E C O . . 9011 CenUal A« 
4660. 

: K n R « : E M, B I . S S E T T . 139 Fenohant Bldg. 
UAlidnlph 550n. 

H E N R Y M . M A R T E N S C O . 2111 Woodward 
Ave. C A d l l l a c 7932. 

C.ratlot Ave. 

U O B E R T H I ' T T O N C O . . 622 B . 
BAncIolph 1073.. 

M i sen B R O T H E R S . 3003 
M E l rose 1088. 

T H E O T T O M L S C H C O . . 159 E . Columbia St . 
RAmln lph 7021. 

P A T T E R S O N B N G I N E K R I N ' ! C O . . S O U W I I . T U T 
Ave. E l c l l d 2290. 

A. F . P U O R I T H C O . 1467 E . Fort S i . R A n ­
dolpli 7067. 

I ' 1 I 0 5 L \ S K ' N i : C O . . 3123 I.lvernols A^c. 
L A f alette .5806. 

N \ l ! E L 1»LASTEH'N<: <'0 . 1248 Michigan 
Thearte B M g . CAdl l lac 3162—6290. 

C H A R L E S S E X . \ n E R R O O K I N G C O . 1468 
Sherman St. CAdl l lac 9059^ 

H a n -

. S C I I N E I D E R B R O T H E R S . 143S 19lh 
LAfa.velte 4198. 

S U I . L I V A N - B E R N H A G E . V C O . . 1.5.59 E . 
cork Ave. MElrnse 0730. 

;. R . S f R R i n G E . I n c . . 439 Penobscot Bldg. 
BAndolph 5500. 

Demol i t ion 
C H A B I . E S R . W O O I . E N S A C K C O R P . . 2733 

ni io ln S I . Klt^rny 4150 
T i l e Contractors 

A M E R I C A N H O U S E W R E C K I N G C O . . 
E a s t 6 Mile R d . W E U t l l e r 5545. 

6025 Struc tura l Steel H K T R 0 1 T M A N T E L & T I L E C O . . 1131 
Farmer S i . RAndoIph 6034. 

J O Y C E W R E C K I N G C O . . 8235 Schaefer 
B o a d . Oearlxirn. -Mich. ORegon 1600. 

C I I A P P E R I R O N W O R K S . 652 E . Fori SI . 
RAndolpli 0538. 

pi67 W l,Bfayette 

V A N O Y K E H O U S E W R E C K I N G 
V a n Dyke Ave. L i n c o l n 2099. 

C O . . 17950 

E x c a v a t i n g 

A L P I N E E X C A V A T I N G A N O T R U C K I N G C O . . 
2154 Scott. MElrose 2219. 

J O S E P H P . C A R N E G I E . 3834 Mitchel l 
.MElrose 1137. 

J O S E P H M . H U G H E S . 
W A l n u t 0133. 

3349 Hudson Ave. 

C o m m o n B r i c k 

M A I G I . E I R O N W O R K S . 
B l v d . I .Afiyet le 3030. 

I > e C H t H | - K T I R O N W O R K S 501-509 E . T e n 
Mile Ril. Iloval Oak. M b l i . . El .mlmrst 6363. 

l i E T R O I T M C T A L & S T E E L W O R K S , 4000 
W. JrffersoM Ave. I.Afayelle 5310. 

I N < i R A M I R O N W O R K S , 6450 Georgia Ate. 
WHII t l er 2650. 

P A L M E R B E E C O . . 1701 Poland Ave. L O n g -
r.iiow woo. 

S T E R I . I N i : S T R I i T U R A L . S T E E L C O . 12700 
Lyndon l lOcartl i 4080. 

K I . I N T F A I E N C E A T H E t t y . 230 E . Grand 
River Ave. RAndloph 2825. ^ 

C O . . I'lsher BldJ!. 

150) Randolph St. 

I H E M A R T I N (i I ll.>;oN 
MAdUon 6114. 

r i l K N E T T I N G 
C A d l l l a c 4500. 

Pain t ing Contractors 

A I S T ' N T H E P A I N T E R . 5151 B n r m Ate 
W H I t U e r 0952. 

R R E O E A- S C H R O K T E R . SO W CanfieM Ave. 
COInmbIa 0100, 
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l'rniilis''ot Hide 

M E R C I E R B R Y A N - L A R K I N S B B I C K C O 
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W H I T K H E A U A K A L E S C O . 58 Hal t lner 
Blver Rouge. Mich. VInewnod 2-2860. 

F u r n i s h i n g s 

W A L K E R ft F R A N K B R I C K C O . . 8810 D l l 
Ave. Vlnswood 1-0867. 

J O H N A . M E R C I E R B R I C K C O . . 3895 Roulo. 
VInewood 1-9761. 
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of Michigan. ORagon 1525. 

P O " . » T H B R O T H E R S P ' > ' C K <'0 10501 
M i c h i g a n Ave. OBegon 1050., Dearborn. Mleh. 

Carpenter Contractors 

( ; E 0 R < : E W , A C C H C O , , 3646 Mt. E l l io t t 
Ave. MElrose 1190. 

J . H . A. H A B E B K O R N C O , 2136 14lh St. 
C H e r r y 6386. 

H A R C U S ft C O . . 3912 Russell St . MElrose 
5300. 

W T I O N A I . T E N T & A W N I N G C O . 122 W 
Jefferson Ave. CAdl l lac 3893. 

N A T I O N A L W I N D O W S H A D E C O . . 8938 U n -
wnn.l Ave. r : \ r f i e M 5011 

Plumbing . Heat ing Contractors 

I R E V K N B R O r l l E H S . riS.'.n .Michigan Ave. 
L A K A Y E T T E 0153. 

W I L L I A M C L I P P E R T B R I C K M F G R S . 
Western ft M . C . R . R. ORegon 3036. 

r O N R A D K E L L E R C O . . 
MElrose 4313. 

462S Motan St. 
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Dearborn. Mleh. 

K O R V E F K E L C O . 2929 Maxwell A r e . 
W l l l l t i P r 0828. 

H A R R H I A N & H E I D C O . 1365 Baker SI 
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M I C H I G A N S O C I E T Y O F A R C H I T E C T S 

H O U S E I N A P A R K 
The architects' luncheon last Tuesday in the south west Vista of the Aztec Tower 

brought out many interesting comments on the demonstration house in Grand Circus 
Park. The house now being remodeled before the public eye is a part of the moderniz­
ing campaign instituted by the Detroit Building Congress. Mr . Carl A . Strand is general 
chairman of the campaign. 

Mr. W. G. Malcomson as president of the Congress has designated the architectural 
unit as the agency in charge of the demonstration. 

Most of the personnel in C h a r g e of the project to ik 
time off from their labors T u e s d a y noon to campare 
notes around the luncheon table. Those present 
were messrs. W . G . M u k o m s o n , C . W. Ditchy. I ^ u i s 
K a m p e r , T . C . Hughes , E d w . C . F i s l e r , N . C . Sor-
ensen, A . W . Ba l l e , G . F r a n k C n dner. .Arthur K . 
Hyde, George HDwenstt'in, T r a c y A u g u r , A lv in E . 
Hurley , Wi l l i s H a l l , F r a n k H . Wright , RichunI 
Mildner, H . G . K i e f e r , Ado lph E i s e n and David H . 
Wi l l iams . 

Construct ion is proceeding with d i spat jh and to 
an ever changing ga l l ery of Woodward avenue pe­
destrians. T h e number of architects taking part 
would put to shame the Al l i ed Archi tects ' Assoc ia­
tion of Los Ange les in doing their c i ty hal l . 

Interest on the part of the public r ivals that of 
Radio City and a l r e a d y letters to the newspapers 
are protesting the m a r r i n g our beautiful park with 
such a blotch.—Hut the important thing is that the 
l)ublic are responding and with proper direction they 
wil l be convinced of the mer i t of the project, that 
of encouraging modernizat ion j«)bs ami theieby 
creat ing employment. 

Mr . A . S. Douglass of the Detroit Ed i son Com­
pany, who have contributed so generously to the 
movement, reports that he w a s st imulated by the 
ac t iv i ty to build an additicm to his own h juse .— 
Since then three of his neighbors have done s imi lar 
work. This seems to afforti a splendid example of 
what happens in a communi ty once the idea gets 
s tar ted . 

With in a few hours a f t e r the f i r s t section of the 
old house was placed in the park an inquiry for a 
sizeable a l terat ion was received and is now being 
worked out. M . A r t h u r K r a s k a , carpenter contrac­
tor on the job, has received severa l inciuiries some 
of which have resulted in contracts , while other are 
pendinj;-

G u s Bal le , a l l -around m a n and pinch hitter, on 
the morning a f t e r the old shack loomed up was en­
countered by a jjol iceman who wanted to know what 
it was about and when it was put there. Gus said 
he reckoned it was put there some time last nipht. 
There was a large s ign on the house announcing; 
it was the work of the Detroit Bui lding Congress . 
T h e policeman looked a t the sign and said. "My 
gawd, did congress put this here last n i g h t ? " 

$34.00 per month 
This is a real opportunity 

Rent, Light, Heat, Switchboard Service 
Call Architects Building 

G L E N D A L E 6860 

G u s announced that he e.xpected a load of b r i c k s 
to a r r i v e and suggested that he would l ike to have 
them stacked on the s idewa k. T h e po l iceman 
s trenuous ly objected, s ta t ing that they would have 
to be placed inside the ropes. " Y , ) u don't suppose 
I 'm going to a l low tho.se communis t s t:) get to a 
pile of br icks behind my back, do y o u ? " he quer i ed . 

Speculat ion on the part of p a s s e r s - b y indicate , 
that not enough at tent ion has been g i v e n to in -
fo in iat ion . One spec ta tor a s k e d L o u i s Kamp»er i f 
it was an entrance to the underwor ld . L o u i s , who is 
in charge of sheet meta l work , tr ied to get W a l l y 
C a n d l e r to put a s tork ' s nest on the c h i m n e y but 
W a l l y s a y s he is out of that business now. 

" W h a t is to be done wi th the house a f t e r w a r d s ? " 
one of the g a l l e r y a s k e d D i c k M i l d n ? r ? " I don't 
know, w h a t would you s u g g e s t ? " 

" W e l l leave it unti l the F o u r t h of J u l y a n d the 
communis t s wi l l put a bomb under it ." 

T i a c y A u g u r was c h a t t i n g w i t h a fr ient l on W o o d -
waj-d avenue when a long come C h e s t e r S o r e n s e n 
in overa l l s and c a r r y i n g a trowel . " J u s t look at 
that," sa id the f r i end . "Isn ' t it a s h a m e ? Th<?re is 
one of our l eading a r c h i t e c t s w o r k i n g a s a s tone 
mason." T r a c y s a y s that when a lady a s k e d h i m 
al)()ut costs of c er ta in parts of the work he couUln't 
a n s w e r , but that i f he had been an a r c h i t e c t he 
would have taken a re ta iner fee. 

Dave W i l l i a m s , c h a i r m a n of the des ign c o m m i t t e e 
th inks the place m a y need a lot of i vy , s ince t h e y 
have put an E n g l i s h verge board on a co lonia l house, 
but C l a i r D i t c h y as sures h im that the defect c a n be 
remedied w i t h h i s pocket kn i f e . 

I n f o r m a t i o n f r o m now on wi l l be we l l t a k e n c a r e 
of as F r a n k ( 'ordner has been named as a c o m m i t t e e 
of one to do the ba l ly booing. He proposes a s e r i e s 
of s igns which C l a i r D i t c h y has agreed to execute . 
A " C i r c u l a r of I n f o r m a t i o n " w i l l also be p r e p a r e d 
and an in format ion booth establ ished. 

T h e f o r m a l opening, F r a n k th inks , shou ld be 
m a r k e d by the presence of M a y o r M u r p h y , the 
C o m m o n Counc i l and some of the best ta lent f r o m 
the local theatres . W . G . m a y be able to ge t the 
E l k s band headed b y a couple of E l k s in good s t a n d 
ing, the E d i s o n C o m p a n y to f u r n i s h the p a i l s , a n d 
the band to head a parade of arch i t ec t s in s m o c k s 
w i t h T s ( |uares m a r c h i n g f r o m the house to the 
A z t e c T o w e r . 

GOODENOW 
INCINERATOR MFG. CO. 

F O R E V E R Y R E Q t l R E M E N T 

10.59 Heaufa i t A v e . T R i n i t y 2-0261 
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Symposium On Modernism 
(Cont inued f r o m PaRe 1) 

Willi the free and c har ac te r i s t i c movement of the 
h u m a n lumd, in or w i t h the p a r t i c u l a r nu'dium em­
ployed." " E v e n so," the author adds, " T h i s def ini ­
tion is but a sha l low evasion of the deejier problems 
involved in the theory of form, but serves to in-
<licate how f a r m a t e r i a l has recently been studii'il 
f o r i ts spec ia l s o r t of express iveness ." With this 
e l ementary def in i t ion in mind we should be prepared 
to enjoy the examples of modern paint ing in the 
permanent collection of the Detroi t Inst i tute . 

I n order to a p p r e c i a t e modern pa int ing it is i m ­
portant to keep in mind that no art has s ignif icance 
except the pr imi t ive , the creat ive—Negro id A r t , 
E t r u s c a n , some E g y p t i a n , e a r l y Hellenic , e a r l y 
C h r i s t i a n and Runianes«iue . O f individual painters 
wi th whom we a r e f a m i l i a r — E l Greco , Constable, 
some of Rubens , and s t r a n g e l y R e m b r a n d t comes in 
wi th one pa in t ing . "Old W o m a n R a r i n g her Na i l s" 
—but more espec ia l ly FA Greco , the f i r s t distor­
t ion is t—we believe<I it to be due tr) defective vision 
—but this has been proven otherwise . Leonardo da 
V i n c i , P h i d i a s , Vtdasciuc/., R a p h a e l , H a l s and the 
rest are copyis ts , na tura l i s t i c , s teri le . We are to 
shed a l l cu l ture , educat ion, t r a i n i n g , and Ivegin again 
at the beg inn ing—as wi th the new architecture. 

Y o u w i l l have noted that distortion and crudity 
a r e the most obvious of the character i s t i c s of " E x ­
pres s ion i sm." I t is to be wondered w h a t considera­
tion of the abs tract would lead to the deformation 
of na ture to such an extent as to be repulsive. 

T h e r e is no other exo lanat ion than that it is due to 
the demands of s p a t i a l organizat ion , which is re lat­
ed to s i g n i f i c a n t form. I n the new architecture 
w h a t appears t ) us as crude and distorted is but 
the express ion of funct ion which is the s ignif icant 
t h i n g . 

I am told that the appeal of the modern paint ing 
is toj the senses, the emotions, that i t has little to 
do wi th the intel lect . I f this is so, I must ask to 
w h a t senses and to what emotions. I must ask the 
same r e g a r d i n g the new arch i tec ture . I am not in ­
sp ired by the machine. It leaves me cold and af ­
fec ts me a s the morgue. 

T h i s new a r c h i t e c t u r e l ike modern i)ainting re-
( luires the d u m p i n g of a l l our concepts of what is 
beaut i fu l , exuberant , d r a m a t i c and interesting. We 
f i n d the phrase of propaganda . " F o r m follows 
funct ion ." and it might be "s ign i f i cant form" with 
a s v a g u e a def ini t ion. H e r e a« in pa int ing is the 
intense des ire f o r s impl i f i ca t ion , the insistance 
upon anatomy, upon s t r u c t u r a l organizat ion. A s ­
s u m i n g that this is expressed nothing else is re-
<iuired. ornamentat 'on . rel ief , t exture , design for 
interest . T h e o r e t i c a l l y these are taboo. 

Accordin<j: to this scho )l, the c h a i a c t c r i s t i c of our 
t ime is the mach ine—it is pract i ca l , ut i l i tar ian, 
ent i re ly detached from a useless past . Nothing un­
necessary to its wel l -def ined f u n - t i o n exists . B e ­
cause of th i s it is f ree f r o m a l l s h a m art i f ice , an»I 
so it should be beaut i fu l . T h i s is the model to fol­
l o w — a n d the method. T h e architect should be able 
to construct the contr ivance for l i v i n g in the same 
w a y . and wi th p 'ec i se f o r m u l a each requirement 
of the "machine to live i n " sha l l be solved. But I 
cannot agree that this is possible in pract ise . A t any 
r a t e i t leads to the use of a r b i t r a r y forms and 
f o r m u l a e , and w h e t h e r he wishes to or not the 
modernist is bound to desiirn with forms correspond­
ing to his idea of "modern f o r m , ' and again he be­
comes a t rad i t iona l i s t . M r . Howe, in his paper, 
s ta tes that " M o d e r n i s m " is not a s tv i e—it is a state 
of mind. I think I can prove bv his own work that 
he is pa i t ia l ly in e r r o r as to this leadintr statement. 

In the .Apri l , issue of the .Architectural 
R e c o r d . 1 f ind l e n d e r i n g s of two commerc ia l build­
ings of the same genera l type, the one the building 

for tile M c G r a w Hi l l Publ ishing Co. by Hood, the 
other an of f ice bui lding in Philadelphia by H o w e 
and Lescage . Here , to my mind, the fa l lacy of the 
modernist theory is evident, and contradicts Mr . 
Howe's statement that it is not a style. Hood has 
adopted the theory of utter s implif ication but has 
set aside the f o r m u l a . Here is the naked s tructure 
as le f t by the engineer, the architect having in­
serted a c r e s — a n d acres of glass . I t is naked and 
should be ashamed. Thousands of factories have 
been built exact ly l ike it, but they are more interest­
ing due to the l imited height and long dimensitm, 
which give considerably more interest in repetition 
and general horizontal emphasis of mass . T h e 
window shades in this building o f f er the only re ­
l ief f rom d r e a r y monotony. On the other hand, the 
35-story Phi lade lphia building by Howe shows the 
<lefinite ai ipl ication of the modernist formula . I 
f ind cant i levered construct ion from top to bottom 
to al low of continuous horizontal planes of glass 
and concrete, an enormous glass area on the f i r s t 
and second f loors , e x p r e s s i n g the use of this space 
apparent ly for out-door banking. T h e transi t ion 
from the lower spat ia l arrangement is made by 
means of a project ing slab some 50 feet in width , 
with j ierhaps 10 feet projection. T h i s s lab is i n ­
troduced at the f i f t h f loor level, and what machine 
function i t has w i l l r emain a mystery to me. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , this bui lding has its cube relations 
juggled in such a w a y as to make i t obvious that 
an ef fect was desired independent of function, and, 
to my w a y of th ink ing , at a sacri f ice of f loor a r e a . 
In other words, in the la t ter building, which should 
be a model of this style , I find that the pursuit of 
arb i t rary forms and formulae is as definite as any­
thing done by the tradit ional is t . I must insist that 
upon a compar i son of these two buildings, the M c ­
G r a w - H i l l Bui ldinir on the basis of theory is a f i n e r 
liuildinj; than that bv Howe and I^escage, but I 
must add that it is the utrliest structure of any i m ­
portance to be found in N e w Y o r k . 

T h e tradi t ional i s t used to think that he had an 
extremely d i f f icul t problem in the ta l l bui lding due 
to the requirement of most owners f o r an un­
obstructed area of g lass on the ground floor, where­
as the modernist ins is ts upon this condition being 
ful f i l led almost everywhere else, he has a|)parently 
hvpnotized the owners into believinjr that this is 
al l wrong , for we now find t h e modernist 
shonnes have a min imum of glass a r e a , no inner 
vestibule, and in genera l thev aopear extremely ex­
clusive. T h " m a i n d i s t inguish ing feature is that 
they are d i f ferent . 

Indeed beina: d i f ferent is essential to most mod­
ern archi tecture . W h e r e v e r possible your modernist 
uses methods tlie reverse of his predecessor. I n ­
stead of vert ica l s he uses horizontals , instead of 
curves s t r a i e h t l ines , in place of masses more or 
less elegantly rounded cul>es. He multipl ies un­
necessari ly the angles, insists upon corner windows, 
cantilever construct ion without reasonable excuse, 
etc. S impl i f i ca t ion leads to poverty and poverty is 
a disease. T h e dearth of elements of art iculat ion 
leads to the use of gas pipe, wire, g lass , and naked 
steel a s decoration unconsciously. W h a t gives 
countenance to the lack of apparent stabil i ty , why 
is honest weight concealed, but to be di f ferent . 

Recent ly an t i c ipa t ing the possibil i ty or perhaps 
the necessi ty of going modern. I redesigned in this 
styl(! a proposed residence, the sketches for which 
had been prepared in our office a f e w years ago. 
I succeeded in doing this , and indeed it w a s a source 
of some sat i s fac t ion to f ind that all I need to do was 
to be honest and then s h u f f l e uo the formulae and 
apply them as required. I said that I had been 
honest, yet in playin^r wi th the construction to 
obtain a certa in e f fect of s impl i f icat ion , I used what 
I thought was a new stunt. I t did not seem a l ­
together pract ica l at the t ime, but l a t e r on I discov­
ered that it was one of the elements of the formulae 
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which I had omitted in my deck. I am certain, 
however, that this design was l e«s honest than the 
original, and much more expensive in f i rs t cost and 
maintenance. 

I have read a great deal about the perfection of 
design of the aeroplane and aut )mobile—it seems 
the modernist, in looking at a machine, sometime 
thinks of the sk in . I was interested to note a 
statement by M r . Stout of the F o r d Co. that the 
present design o f aeroplanes is al l wrong, that the 
propeller should be at the rear of the chass is . And . 
with reference to the automobile, why is the hood 
twice as large as it needs to be? F r e n c h cars are 
at least consistent in th is , but I think we like the 
stream-line e f f ec t of our Cadi l lacs and .'Vuburns 
better. I a m quite cer ta in that body designers 
know little about m a c h i n e r y and care less. W h a t 
thev are a f t e r is the las t word in strenm-line effect 
and comfort consistent wi th use. T h e y are con­
s ider ing grace , proportion, sense of motion, power, 
the intanp'ible some thing which is the essence of 
design. T h e rac ing c a r , as a machine built f or 
forward motion should be even more s t r i k i n g in 
design than the sport roadster, but it is not the 
case. The des igner sens i t ive to ref inements has 
not been called upon here. T h i s rac ing c a r admit­
tedly is a machine, not a th ing of beauty. While 
s imji l i f ication is a desirable character is t ic in de­
sign of a cer ta in type of s tructure , it should not 
apply t.) a l l a n y more t h a n one mater ia l should 
become a s tandard for al l s tructures . S impl i f i ca ­
tion has been forced upofi us to a large extent by 
the need for economy. T h e insistence unon it be­
tokens a poverty of imaginat ion, and becomes a 
tr ' ck of the faddis t . W h e n ornamentat ion is con­
sidered as texture and color it need not b!» costly. 
Indeed, if the products of machine mean anyth ine 
to the modernist, w h y does he not use it a f ter this 
fashion. 

L a r g e and continuous g las s areas , such as ap­
pear to be part of the formula of the modernist, 
seem to me to be i r ra t iona l f rom a pract ical stand­
point. E v e n in factories , such as our motor ea * 
plants, the Cooper -Hewi t t d i f fused l ighting is es­
sential indeed, due to the l arge f loor areas , and I 
should imagine in many other types no dependenc? 
whatever is plac d upon dayl ight . It has been so 
undesirable in some cases , due to the intense sun­
light, that large areas of g lass have been painted. 

A s to its therapeut ic values , as a mat ter 
of health, it has been proved that the best 
i iuartz glass a l lows but 25'7r of the health-giviny 
r a y s to pass through. T h e n w h y the large gla-s 
area , when a s ingle unit 100 wat t dayl ight electric 
bulb wi l l give a room the same amount of the 
health-giving r a y s as 150 square feet of the best 
( |uartz glass, and can be depended upon 36.5 days 
of the y e a r ? A s i d e f r o m this , in a cold c l imate i"! 
it reasonable to exnect that the sun's r a y s wi l l 
compensate for the heat l o s s e s ? 

A s for the s k i n of the skeleto s tructure built 
for permanence, no mater ia l has as yet been offered 
which in large a r e a s can take the jjlace of mas uiry 
mater ia ls . Stee l , a luminum, bronze—those have 

L U M I N A L L 
"The Perfect Lujht Reflective Paint" 

Refln-tii <iO'̂  l lghl. Kroiiomli'al <i>Ters 400 sq. f l . prr t^Wan 
I n one eoti on TOncrcle. I i l r a l f(ir ronrrele . (new or o M ) . — 
Cinder Blorka—Bricfca—Stone—I'Usler (green or o l d ) — W i U -
iHianlt—Insulating Roarila. etc. 

M A R B - L - C O T E 
"Tlie Preferred Wall Finish" 

E D W A R D A . A S H F i s h e r BIdg . . Detroit 
Nat ional C h e m i c a l & M f g . C o . T e l . T r . 2-6798 

been tested in s m a l l a r e a s , but it would be impos­
s ible to predict the ir permanence for the e n t i r e 
cover ing . I f this element has ever r e c e i v e d c a r e ­
f u l considerat ion f r o m e v e r y angle it w a s in R a d i o 
C i t y . T h e f a c t that stone is be ing u s e d proves 
that it is the best investment . 

I a m desirous of meet ing the modern i s t h a l f w a y . 
L e t us confess that most c u r r e n t p r a c t i c e a n d m u c h 
teach ing of arch i t ec ture is uncreat ive , i m i t a t i v e , 
eclect ic and feeble. A t its worst it is h y p o c r i t i c . 
w i l l i n g to s tea l , irresponsible , and w i t h a l c o n c e i t e d 
over it. L e t us confess that we have h a d a jo l t 
and a w a r n i n g ; but let us not forget t h a t we a r e 
not machines , that the soul deman-Js s o m e t h i n g 
which represents the joy and m y s t e r y of l i fe . A 
cabbage, in any logical a n a l y s i s , is a w o n d e r f u l a n d 
beaut i fu l p lant , and some of us love it w i t h c o r n e d 
beef; but it is a fact that we love the t ia i sy , a n d 
the cul ture of the orchid is a science. 

I ^ t us not forget e i ther that the l a w s g o v e r n i n g 
the design of the beaut i fu l f o r m are s t i l l a c t i v e , a n d 
while we have new m a t e r i a l s , new m e t h o d s , those 
laws a r e immutable . A r c h i t e c t u r e c a n n o t be r e ­
duced to a f o r m u l a i f it is to r e m a i n a n a r t . T h e 
s tate of mind i)repared to receive the f o r m u l a of 
the modernist would be beyond our p r e s e n t day 
conception. It is the state of m i n d — r u t h l e s s , ex ­
ac t ing , precise, e f f ic ient , inhunuin in o t h e r w o r d s 
the machine. W e have met c h a r a c t e r s c f t h i s t y j K ' , 
and let us confess that , while we m a y a d m i r e t h e m , 
we do not enjoy their company. 

T h a t it is possible to be a humanis t a n d a m o d ­
ern is proven in much of our present w o r k . T h e 
trans i t ion f r o m the Woolworth B u i l d i n g to the 
E m p i r e S ta te is not violent and there is no s t r a i n ­
ing of the leash . T h e bui ldings at C r a n b i ' o o k a r e 
modern, honest and human. Much of t h e m o d e r n 
w o r k in Sweden has some respect for t r a d i t i o n , a n d 
a g a i n , F r a n k L l o y d W r i g h t ' s T o k i o Hote l is a m o d ­
e r n creat ion adapted to conditions, a s y m p h o n y in 
composit ion, construct ion, and in d e c o r a t i o n . I n 
C r e t ' s w o r k we note the tradi t ion to t h e r e f i n e d 
adaptat ion of motives in a pure ly p e r s o n a l r e f i n e d 
m a n n e r indicat ive of ra t iona l progress in d e s i g n . 

I n conclusion I w i s h to prophesy the f a i l u r e o f 
this new archi tec ture , and the success o f the h u ­
mani s t -modern . O u r only regre t wi l l h a v e b e e n 
t h a t S a a r i n e n and W r i g h t were not g i v e n a n op­
portuni ty in our next World 's F a i r . 

Free Golf Outing 
Hil l Seeley, of the Bui lder ' s and T r a d e r ' s G o l f 

Commit t ee , announces an inv i tat ion to V a n d T 
members , their fami l i e s and fr iends , to a d a y of 
go l f and other recreat ions at L o c k b a v e n , f o r m e r l y 
the A v i a t i o n C o u n t r y Club , on T u e s d a y , J u n e 21 . 

A r c h i t e c t s a r e included in Bi l l ' s i n v i t a t i o n , a n d 
he suggests that you b r i n g y o u r f a m i l y a n d , i f y o u 
choose, a picnic lunch. L a d i e s ami c h i l d r e n w i l l be 
welcome. T h e r e wi l l be golf, bath ing , a n d a r e a l 

Pontiac Nurseries 
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Woadward at Phl 'adelphia 
8 U Mi l* Rd. at Stoepel 
G r a n d River a t Washburn 

Kercheval at 81. C l a i r i Grai te Pte. 
Woadward at Wllet l t . B l r m i n i h a m 

WMdward at Sauth B lvd . . Pantlac 
Van Dyke Road. Rome* 
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Schroeder Paint 
<Sc Glass Co. 

{ • O L I S H E D P L A T E .AND W I N D O W (H-.ASS 

I ' A I N T S . O I L S . ( O I . O R S . V A R N I S H E S . E t c . 

5914-5938 T w e l f t h S tree t 

Phone MAdison 35UO D E T R O I T , M I C H . 

outing for which there w i l l be no charge what­
soever. 

T a k e Woodward A v e . and turn left at Bloomfiled 
Center or North-wes tern Highway to Orchard L a k e 
Road, turn right to Commerce Road then left to 
Green L a k e . 

Eddie Ash Writes A Report 
Detroit Office 
817 Fisher Rldg.. 
Dcl ro i l . Mich. 

T O : National Chemical & MfR. 
Co., Chicago. I I I . 

l - l i O M : bklward (Wi l l i am Alex­
ander BotLs) Ash. 

SUBJKCT: General Motors Tr ia l 
l .uminall White Paint. 

Gentlemen: 
I have a strar^ge tale to relate and also 

a fine report to make to you regarding 
General Motors' t r ia l of oiu" Luminal! 
White Paint. I t saved me the cost of buy­
ing a new white linen suit fo r this summer 
atid also a white hat to match but I am 
getting ahead of my story. 

A while back 1 wettt to see Mr. Ri l l 
Philli|)s who is head of the General Motoi s 
Paint Committee. This Mr. Phillips is a 
swell fe l low and he became very much 
interested in our wonderful paint when I 
told him a l i t t le bit aljout it . I did not go 
into a great deal of detail but, of course, 
told him how i f all the General Motors 
factories were painted with i t . beciuse of 
its extreme whiteness and light reflection, 
it would save so much electricity that in 
a year, i f tliis were |)Ut l^jick in the line 
in Nij igara Falls, it would turn the •gen­
erators backwards and make the Falls 
( rawi up h i l l . I also to ' d him how it would 
never yellow and would dry cpiickly, and 
.iust a few of our selling points. He thought 
it sounded wonderful and he arranged for 
us to have a t r i a l and have other peonle 
look at it and i f it were one thousandth 
as good as i told him I am sure he would 
list' it in a l l his plants. 

He sent me to the Cadillac plant to see 
Mr. Zannoth. the Plant Engineer. I told 
Mr. Zannoth about the paint, and he is an 
interesting man who is r ight un on his 
toes, and he said, "Sure, we wi l l try it 
right away." So he arranged f o r me to 
come to the plant this morning while his 
men made the t r i a l . I said he was clever, 
l ie is. He jirobably listened to all I had 
to say and then f igured in his own mind 
— 'maybe he is right and maybe he isn't' 
but anyway he picked (luite a place to try 
if — the toilet in the heat treating room. 
He probably figin-ed. " W e l l , i f this is a 
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lousy i)aint i t won't look so bad in there 
anyway." 

So this morning l ir ight and early I went 
over and took two gallons of Luminal I 
w i th me. The spray machine was set up 
and they used a direct line f rom their 
factory for air pressure which is better 
than one hundred pounds pressure. Thi.^ 
is an important point which you must re­
member when reading the balance of this 
report. 

Everything went fine and we got about 
one quarter of the room sprayed and 
everything was going nice when all of a 
sudden the paint stopped coming through 
the hose. I t was an old hose which evi­
dently was blocked up so we all went out 
to look at the tank. Mr. Bliss, who is the 
Paint Foreman and had charge of the job. 
told me that probably they needed a new 
hose. Anyway the painter who was doing 
the spraying decided i t would be best to 
blow the hose out and this is what we 
.'Started to do. This one hundred pounds of 
))ressure was applied and all of a sudden 
there was a noise and a beautfiul fountain 
stream of our marvelous white Luminall 
went shooting skyward and hit the black 
ceiling of the heat treating room forty 
feet above our heads and made a perfect 
circle of white against the black and it 
was a marvelous demon.=tration of the 
covering and whiteness of our |)roduct. 
Needless to sav. what goes up must come 
down, and af ter the .stream had had its 
fun on the ceilinir it started coming down 
on us and we al l had a nice Luminal l 
shower. As I said before, my dark blue 
suit was turned snow white and w i l l make 
a beautiful summer suit for me. Also my 
iilack shoes were made into white shoes 
and my grey hat was made into a white 
one. I f General Motor-? buy enough paint 
I can go down to Palm Beach and use this 
fo r my Palm Reach suit. Anvway it was 
a marvelous demonstration. We have a 
oerfect circle of white against a deep 
tilack black on the ceili"tr. and nothing 
could show off our jn-oduct better than 
this. There were lots of workmen in the 
heat treating room whom T bet have not 
had clean faces since start ing work then* 
many years ago but they are nice and 
white now. 

This demonstration gave me a wonder­
f u l idea — we should make Luminall s ) 
cheap we could put i t in a hose and shoot 
i t on the ceiling and save the cost of a 
spray gun. and it also has many other ad-
\antages. 

Anyway as soon as I saw this wonderful 
circle on the ceiling I got Mr. Zannoth 
and he came over and was so impressed 
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by the demonstration that he immediately 
ordered six gallons wi th which to spray 
his restaurant ceil ing. Because he wants 
it in such a hur ry I am delivering it f rom 
my off ice today and ask that you send a 
b i l l to Cadillac Motor Car C o m i ) a i i \ a s 

soon as I send you their purchase order 
nimiber. Ship me a case to replace this 
one. 

I am going back this afternoon and f i n ­
ish the job, and have put on my other suit. 
Jf that gets white on i t summer wi l l have 
to hurry and come or else I w i l l have to 
wear a sheet like Ghandi. Anyway, as I 
have said before, the demonstration was 
a marvelous success and I am sure that 
anybody who sees it w i l l immediately want 
to buy more Lumina l l than you can turn 
out. 

Your Star Salesman, 
Edward (William Alexander 

Botts) Ash 
P. S . — Y o u had better w i r e me at once how 

much you want f o r the Nat iona l C h e m i c a l Company 
because I think that v e r y soon we wi l l have an 
o f f er for it. Y o u know Mr. Dupont, who owns a 
lot of G e n e r a l Motors stock, besides being a powder 
m a n u f a c t u r e r , a lso makes paint . Some day Mr. 
Dupont might be w a l k i n g through the heat treat­
i n g laboratory a t C a d i l l a c and when he sees that 
beaut i fu l white aga ins t the black he w i l l immedi­
ate ly w a n t to buy our c o m p a n y . 

T h r o u g h this t r ia l I was able to discover a new 
use for L u m i n a l l . I n c l ean ing up w h a t L u m i n a l l 
came back down on the f loor they used sawdust 
and when the sawdust got mixed with the L u m i n a l l 
the pine oil which we use with the L u m i n a l l gave 
off a very sweet a r o m a . I immediately f i l led three 
bags of this and took them to the man who keeps 
my dogs and he says that it is f a r better than tlie 
cedar shav ings which he has been using. Therefore . 
I think we have a wonderful new outlet for our 
product. Whenever you get over production on 
L u m i n a l l just open the cans and mix it with saw­
dust and we can sel l it to kennels to bed their dogs 
with. E . ( W . A . B . ) A . 

T A U S I G M A D E L T A E L E C T S 
T h e A l p h a C h a p t e r of T a u S i g m a Delta anno­

unces the election of the following: honor students 
at the U n i v e r s i t y of M i c h i g a n : — 

C h r i s t i a n P^dwin D i l l , Chester land, Ohio, L a n d s ­
cape Des ign . W i l l i a m E l b e r t B r o w n , D a l l a s , T e x a s . 
Arch i t ec tura l Des ign . George Gulbrandsen, St . 
Johnsbury , V t . Arch i t ec ture . M a r t h a El izabeth 
Wheeler , G r a n d Rap ids , Mich. Archi tec ture . Miri-^m 
F i n s t e r w a l d , Detroit , Mich . Decorat ive Design 
Milda Char lo t te Josenhans . A n n Arbor , Mich. Dec­
orative Des ign . D a v i d W i l l i a m Kl ibanow, Chicatro. 
111. .Architecture. C l a r e n c e A l f r e d Schoen, New 
. \ lbany, Ind. Decorat ive Design. 

M r . E r n e s t H . T r y s e l l of Detroit is national se­
cretary . H o n o r a r y facul ty members of A l p h a C h a p ­
ter are M e s s r s . H e r b e r t A . Fowler . E m i l L o r c l i , 
Wi l l i am C , T i tcomb and .Aubrey M . Tea ld i . .Alumni 
faculty memebrs a r e M e s s r s . R a l p h W. Hammet t , 
George M . McConkey and Har low O. Whittemore. 

Specify a Dependable 
SELF-ACTION WATER 
W^KVYJ^of ample capacity 

Our Merchandise Sales Depart­
ment carries a wide variety of self-
action, storage-type water heaters, 

/ / o f Wa/er all of which bear the approval and 
Ahvays" endorsement of the American Gas 

Association's testing laboratories. 
Detailed information and prices will 
be supplied promptly upon request. 

DETROIT C I T Y GAS CO. 
Baglcy at C l i f f o r d C H c r r y 3500 
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