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light weight 
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greater durability 

ease of handling 

freedom from stains 

fire resistance 
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uniform dimensions 

good insulating quality 

weather resistance 

sound absorption 

nail holding power 

low moisture absorption BLOCK 
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UNITED STATES POST OFFICE BUILDING, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

OWNER: FEDERAL PROJECTS CORPORATION 

ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS: GIFFELS AND ROSSETTI, INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR: BARTON-MALOW COMPANY 

LENS-ART P H O T O 

Quality— 

Quickly! 

HARLAN E L E C T R I C CO. 
6440 JOHN C. LODGE EXPRESSWAY 
DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 
TRINITY 3-5600 



Now...Attach S H E E T R O C r Wallboard 
to USG' Metal Studs With Screws 

New 1-in. USG Dry-
wall Screw, Type S, 
e l im ina tes l o o s e 
board. Screws are 
self-dri l l ing, self-
tapping; won't dam­
age gypsum core. 
Superior fastener 
"spotting" allows 
smoother surface 
finishing. 

Special power-driven USG® 
Drywall Screw speeds erection, 
anchors board to stay! 

New USG M e t a l Stud Partit ion erected with 
USG Drywall Screws offers proven advantages 
for commercial, institutional and industrial con­
struction : 

• Low material cost; fast, labor saving erection 
• Unusual design flexibility 
• One- and two-hour fire ratings 
• 39-decibel average sound transmission rating 
• Stud widths: ^y,'', 2^/3" and 3%'; 

ceiling heights to 16 feet 
• S H E E T R O C K Wallboard applies vertically or hori­

zontally in all types of new construction and 
alterations; fast clean-up 

• Weight only 6.5 lbs. per sq. ft.; reduces struc­
tural requirements 

Special screw-
gun drives screws 
to pre-set depth; 
special head de­
sign protects face 
paperfrom breaks 
and tears. 

Get full details now on the high-performance 
characteristics of the USG Meta l Stud Par t i ­
tion System. For fast attention, mail coupon or 
see your USG sales or architect service repre­
sentative. In Canada, contact Canadian Gypsum 
Company, Ltd. , Toronto, Montreal. 

UNITED S T A T E S GYPSUM 
the greatest name in building 6 

United States Gypsum, Dept. MBM-11 
300 W. Adams S t . , Chicago 6, III. 
Please send more information about the USG METAL STUD 
GYPSUM D R Y W A L L PARTITION System. 

Name-

Company-

Address— 

Ciiy .Zone- Stalt-

•T.M. Kn U S. P««- on 



L e t t e r s 
(More Letters on pages 13 and 39) 

BULLETIN: 

This is a report on the visit to Detroit 
of 88 French Architectural Students re­
cently. 

We visited Cobo Hall, Ford Auditori­
um, Veterans' Memorial and the Lafa­
yette Park Project. We commend Mr. 
and Mrs. Irving of the 17th floor of the 
Lafayette Park Apartments for their plea­
sant hospitality, and appreciated the 
opportunity to wish him Bon Voyage on 
his departure for his 40th crossing to 
Paris and the GDntinent. 

A delightful and eventful visit to 
Wayne State, McGregor Memorial, De­
troit Arts and Crafts Bldg., Northland 
Center, and the Reynolds Metals Bldg., 
concluded the day. 

A final round of the City Plan Com­
mission, City County Bldg., General 
Motors Tech Center, Wherry Housing 
Project, Cranbrook Academy, and a 
Frank Uoyd Wright House at 2760 W. 7 
Mile Road concluded our French Guests' 
visit. We were happy to meet the new 
French Consul. 

Mutual expressions of appreciation 
and farewell were enlivened by invita­
tions to visit our new friends in Paris, 
Lyon, Dijon, etc. 

I also commend Mr. Victor J. Shrem 
for his excellent Parisierme French, and 
Mr. Meier of the Public Library for his 
able assistance. 

Hoping this meets with your approval, 
I wish to remain at your service.—ED­
MUND E. PRIMEAU, AIA 

BULLETIN: 
I have not received the MSA Bulletin 

in recent months, and wonder if I sent 
you our correct address. Suzanne and 
I hove both been enjoying Boston very 
much, following my year as a graduate 
student at Yale. I enjoyed a year with 
Perry, Shaw, Hepburn & Dean, and I am 
currently with Cabot, Cabot & Frobes, 
Inc., a firm specializing in industrial and 
urban land development. 

I am also happy to report that a l i ­
brary designed by a three-man team: 
Peter Bolles and Stephen Friedlander, 
both of Harvard, and myself, was 
awarded an Honorable Mention and 
small cosh award in the recent Inter­
national Competition for a new library 
at Trinity College at the University of 
Dublin, Ireland. Winner of First Place 
was Mr. George Koralek, of New York. 
I enclose copy of photograph of our de­
sign, proposed to stand adjacent to the 
present building, a very interesting struc-
mre of 1712-1732, by Thomas Burg, 
which houses various collections and 
archives, including the famous Early 
Christian Manuscript, the Book of Kells. 

We hope to be in Michigan again 
soon.—PETER B. FRANTZ, AIA, 23 Crest-
wood Drive, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 

BULLETIN: 
At one o'clock on Saturday, at Island 

Lake, it was sail-racing time and no 
wind blowing. The long wait 'til six 
o'clock for a stiff breeze ended and the 
choice of a good sail or a radio pro­
gram had to be made- WQRS won! It 
was gratifying to hear your fine com­
mentary. 

The week previous, Bill Lyman's com­
manding good sense was worthy of your 
wonderful sponsor. 

Hope to take time to hear more of the 
AIA programs. My husband Hal and 
daughter Barbe join me at the radio and 
in wishing you al l the best of luck. — 
BENE BROOCK, Bloomfield Hills, Michi­
gan 

BULLETIN: 
About two years ago I contacted you 

in regard to obtaining the Association's 
recommendations in regard to architec­
tural services for a new home I planned 
to build. You gave me the name of three 
architects, two of whom had done work 
in the colonial tradition. Two of the 
three whom I contacted (I won't men­
tion their names) were most unsatis­
factory, if not downright uncooperative, 
and never made any effort whatsoever 
despite the promises on the part of one 
to send me some information I had re­
quested of him, and the assurance of 
the second that he would call me, but 
who never did. The third man, Mr. G. J. 
Hannikan, r e s p o n d e d to my call 
promptly and with enthusiasm. Together 
we very promnlly worked out the details 
of the house. After having lived in it for 
a year and having been immensely 
pleased witli what he accomplished. I 
felt you would like to know how pleased 
I was with your recommendation. 

From the beginning of the planning 
phase until its final completion, Mr. Han-
nlken went out of his way to be helpful. 
He has, as you know, a real bent for his 
chosen profession and combines his tech­
nical know-how and proficiency with an 
ever courteous and understanding atti­
tude. I don't believe a day passed while 
the work was in progress that he did not 
come to the house site and minutely 
inspect the work that was then in prog­
ress. My wife and I had a pretty good 
idea of what we wanted, but it took Mr. 
Harmiken to put tliese nebulous ideas 
into the beautiful form into which they 
finally evolved. The house is beautiful 
and shows a care and attention to con­
struction detail which is remarkable. 

Perhaps others wi l l seek your advice 
as I did so long ago, and I am certain 
that they will be as pleased with his 
work as my wife and I have been. Your 
recommendation speaks very highly for 
your professional organization, and I 
want to thank you for your helpfulness 
in directing us to Mr. Hanniken. — 
GORDON R. FORRER, M.D., Detroit 
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Dartmouth Medical Building, Canton, Ohio: Architects: Cooper, Wade & Associates, AIA-Cleveland; Photo by Jack Sterling. Canton. 

distinguished 
design | 

calls for 
distinctive 

brick 

and so 

e l d e n 

comes 
up with 
new, 
colorful 

D A R T M O U T H C O L O N I A L S 
You want something imaginatively different and excitingly colorful in face brick for exterior 
walls — perhaps some exposed brick interiors, too. May we suggest you look at one of the 
very latest additions to the Belden line . . . D A R T M O U T H C O L O N I A L S ? 
D A R T M O U T H C O L O N I A L S were architecturally-developed. They're architecturally-blended 
. . . a rugged sand finish in intermediate reds and pinks; subtle shadings that reflect the rich­

ness of fine early American tapestries. 

THE Your nearby Belden Dealer will be pleased to submit 
eiden samples of this creatively distinctive face brick. 

^JriHi domjiarnj • CAI\T<)!S\ OUIO 

EIGHT MODERN FACTORIES LOCATED AT CANTON. SOMERSET, PORT WASHINGTON. SUGARCREEK. AND UHRICHSVIUE. OHIO 
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Detroit^ New General Post Office 
WEST FORT AND EIGHTH ST. 

DETROIT 33̂ MICHIGAN 

Another stamp of our city's progress Destined to set fresh standards in 
postal efficiency, the new ultra-modern Detroit Post Office is a tribute to its progressive-minded 
planners, a boon to our busy city. Michigan Consolidated Gas Company is pleased to have 
added to this exciting project's advanced facilities by suppl5iing gas to its modern cooking center. 

M I C H I G A N C O N S O L I D A T E D G A S C O M P A N Y 

Michigan Society of Architects 



The best ideas axe more exci t ing 

c o n c r e t e 

V >>J II 

Impressive new home office of Mutual Insurance Company of Hartford, Hartford, Conneciicut. Architects: Sherwood, 
Mills & Smith, Stamford, Connecticut. Structural Engineers: Werner-Jeruen and Korst, Stanford, Connecticut. 

Only in precast concrete... 
curtain walls of sculptured beauty! 
To achieve the striking design effect pictured here, the architects chose precast concrete. 
With it they turned the fronting wall of the building into an heroic bas-relief. 

Famed sculptor Costantino Nivola "carved" the designs in damp sand. Cast 
directly from these sand molds in 1.32 panels, the concrete captured all the detail and 
rich texture of the original sculpture. Color variations on buff-toned background 
increase the feeling of depth. 

This is just one example of how today's architects are using concrete to create 
outstanding decorative effects in buildings of every purpose, every size and type. 

P O R T L A J J D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N Stoddard Building, lonsing 23, Mkhigon 
A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete 

October '61 Monthly Bulletin 



STEVENS 
BUILDING 
MATERIALS 
selected for new 
U. S. post office 

0 ii < 

Architects and Engineers: Qiffels and RossettI, Inc., Detroit, Michigan 

Frederic B. Stevens, Inc., is proud to have been selected as a major sup­
plier of the following building materials for the beautiful, new U.S. Post 
Office in Detroit: 

FACE BRiCK-over one and one-quarter million Metropolitan Cri ­
terion Blend Face Bricks were supplied from Michigan's largest 
selection of brick and tile. 
FEDERAL SEABOARD TERRA COTTA—the natural warmth of 
terra cotta, plus its ageless beauty, enhances both interior and ex­
terior surfaces. 
DES LAURIERS CONCRETE COLUMN MOLDS — EcOU-O-mold 
round fibre forms in seamless, regular and lightwall construction 
are immediately available from our Detroit Warehouse. 
DAYTON SURE GRIP ACCESSORIES—Stevens Carries a full line 
of wall ties, mesh reinforcement and other concrete accessory items. 

Stevens provides quick delivery, at reasonable prices on all top quality 
building materials. Call, write, or visit our showroom for all your build­
ing product requirements. 

building materials department 

frederic b.STEVENS. Inc. 
1 8 0 0 - 1 8 t h S t r e e t at V e r n o r H i g h w a y . Det ro i t 1 6 , M i c h i g a n . T A s h m o o 5 - 0 7 2 5 
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^-million 

Post O t f i c e Building 
Gi f fe l t and Rossett i . Inc., Arch i tec ts • Engineers 

Convent ion A r e n a 
Gi f fe ls and Rossett i . Inc. , Arch i tec ts • Engineers 

i ll a •' 

lightweight 
cinder units u s e d . . . 

A VOTE FOR 
Q U A L I T Y ! 

% million H O R N - C L A V E D Lightweight Cinder 

Units, manufactured by Cinder Block, Inc., were 

used in the construction of three outstanding new 

buildings in the Detroit area. 250,000 of these Units 

were used in the Convention Arena—400,000 Units 

in the Post Office building —100,000 in the Life 

Sciences Research Center Building on tiie Wayne 

State U. Campus. 

H O R N - C L A V E D Units were cho.sen for these jobs 

because all H O R N C L A V E D Units are high-pres­

sure steam cured, the best curing method known 

to achieve maximum strength and minimum shrink­

age W I T H I N 24 H O U R S (no old-fashioned 28 day 

curing waiting period). Furthermore, H O R N -

C L A V E D Units were used because their quality 

is enhanced as a result of our electronically-con­

trolled batching method, which guarantees that all 

H O R N - C L A V E D Units are of the same consistent 

mix. 

H O R N - C L A V E D Units don't fall in the "little worse 

and sell a little cheaper" class. They are the best 

and last like the best should. Always insist on 

H O R N - C L A V E D Units. 

W a y n e State University. Life Sc iences Research C e n t e r Building 
A lber t Kahn A s s o c . , Archi tects & Engineers , Inc. 

HORN-OAVED 
Reliable manufacturers of lightweight concrete masonry units 

since 1923 

9 1 4 3 H U B B E L L A V E . 

D E T R O I T 2 8 , M I C H . 

V E R M O N T 8 - 3 2 0 0 
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AMERICA'S NEWEST 
AND LARGEST 
POST OFFICE 

built of concrete—man's most versatile, most enduring building material 

TO THE ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS, 
THE CONTRACTORS AND THE BUILDERS 
. . . congratulations on a superb achievement! 

H U R O N P O R T L A N D C E M E N T C O M P A N Y 

Subsidiary of National Gypsum Company 
13TH FLOOR FORD BUILDING DETROIT 2 6 , MICHIGAN 

Michigan Society of Architects 



M A H O N 

M - F L O O R S 

M E A N 

architectural 
advantages 

• FUNCTIONAL STRENGTH 

• SPEEDY ERECTION 

• EXTRA-CAPACITY C E L L S . . . 

P L U S 
EASY LOW-COST FIREPROOFING 

Sectional view 
of typical M-Floor 

construction used 'flat plate 
down' to offer a ready surface 

for spray-on fireproofing. 

Mahon 3-in. beam depth 
M FIoors, during erection in 
eastern Pennsylvania project. 
General Contractor: 
McCloskey, Inc., Phila. 

Artist's rendering of new facility 
for steel company. M-Floors permit 

quick . . . and flexible . . . electrical 
wiring of the facility. Architects: 

McKim, Mead & White, New York 

• Architects and engineers appreciate the proven advantages 
of Mahon M-Floors—application-designed for today's projects 
and tomorrow's demands. M-Floors are lightweight, 
high-strength steel cellular sections, in depths, spans, gages, 
and types to economically meet most criteria. They provide 
an ideal steel sub-floor for any kind of floor covering and 
have a high raceway capacity for the efficient electrical 
servicing of every square foot of floor space. Used 
flat-plate down, Mahon M-Floors permit full-depth concrete 
fill for maximum structural strength at supports, at the same 
time offer an even surface for easy and effective low-cost 
spray-on fireproofing. Find out what versatile M-Floors from 
Mahon can do for you . . . your designs . . . your budgets. 
Write for technical Catalog M-61 or see Sweet 's Files. 

other Mahon building products . Aluminum or Steel Curtain Wall . Metalclad Fire Walls . Rolling Steel Doors . Long-Span 
M-Deck . Steel Roof Deck . Acoustical Metal Walls. Partitions and Roof Deck Mahon construction services . Structural 
Steel-fabrication and erection . Steel Fabrication-Weldments . Geodesic Domes-fabr.cation and erection. 

S P E E D I N G A M E R I C A N C O N S T R U C T I O N WITH M E T A L BUILDING 
P R O D U C T S , F A B R I C A T E D EQUIPMENT AND E R E C T I O N S E R V I C E S 

THE R. C. MAHON COMPANY 
DETROIT 34, MICHIGAN 
Manufacturing Plants-
Detroit, Micliigan and Torrance, California 
Sales-Engineering Offices in Detroit, New York, 
Ctricago. Torrance and San Francisco 
Representatives in all principal cities. 

M A H O N 
Id 
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E E R O I S A A K I X E X 

Eero Saarinen, FAIA, one of the 
great architects of our age, died in 
University Hospital, Arm Arbor on 
September 1. He was 51 years of 
age. 

Mr. Saarinen was taken to the 
hospital on August 21 from his home, 
1045 Vaughn Road, Bloomfield Hills. 
He had been suffering from a brain 
tumor for several months. 

He leaves his wife, Mrs. Aline B. 
Saarinen; two sons, Eric and Eames; 
a daughter, Susan, his mother, Mrs. 
Loja Saarinen, and a sister, Mrs. I. 
Robert F. Swanson. 

Eero Saarinen was bom in Kirk-
kunnimmi, Finland on August 20, 
1910. He received his early educa­
tion in Europe, came to the United 
States with the family in 1923. He 
was a graduate of Yale University. 
He became a member of The Ameri­
can Institute of Architects in 1938, 
served as President of its Detroit 
Chapter, 1951-52, was elected a Fel­
low of the AIA in 1952, and was re­
cipient of the Michigan Society of 
Architects Gold Medal in 1959. 

His Gold Medal Citation read: 
Distinguished son of distinguished 

parents, Eero Saarinen, a leading 
architect of his time, a perfect 
spokesman for a generation that has 
consolidated the gains of great re­
volutionaries who have made our 
country the birthplace of modem 
arcliitecture. 

His work will take its place with 
the Greek, the Gothic and the Re­
naissance. He has reflected great 
credit on the Michigan Society of 
Architects. 

As a symbol of the preeminent 
place our nation holds in modern 
design, his creative architectural ta­
lent has played so important a part 
that no other has gained more 
worldwide distinction. 

For these and other valuable con­
tributions, the Society is proud to 
award its 1959 Gold Medal to Eero 
Saarinen. 

Paul B. Brown, President of the 
Detroit Chapter, AIA, issued this 
statement on behalf of the Chapter: 

It was with deep sorrow and pro­
found shock that we leamed of the 
untimely passing of our distin­
guished member, Eero Saarinen. 

In his passing, not only our mem­
bers but a wide circle of friends who 
came under his influence have lost 
a very dear friend. 

Those of us who had the good 
fortune to know him intimately mar­
veled at his tireless industry, his as­
tonishing facility, unfailing patience 
and kindness to others. 

He has brought great credit to our 
profession and to the prominence 
our nation holds as a leader in mo­
dern creative design. 

Appreciation of his talents should 
not make us overlook the man him­
self. Yet we have no words to do 
justice to the fineness of his charac­
ter. Perhaps this is of no moment, for 
to those who knew him well any 
eulogy is quite superfluous. 

The lives of those who have asso­
ciated with him have been enriched, 
and so his own life must have been 
a happy one, for who could ask a 
richer reward? 

Michigan Society of Architects 
I I 



DETROIT'S NEW POST O F F I C E 
GIFFELS AND ROSSETTI, ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS 
BARTON-MALOW COMPANY, GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

FLEXICORE EIGHT FLOORS 75,000 SQUARE FEET, ELECTRIFIED 
PRE-CAST WALL PANELS. 27.000 SQUARE FEET 

another striking achievement with precast concrete 

H 
Architects are achieving striking effects and 

delivering more building for the money with Price 
precast concrete units . . . Flexicore, double tee, and 
giant tee. These units are available in a wide range 

of dimensions and are manufactured under optimum 
factory controlled conditions. They are fire-

resistive and can be installed faster, reducing 
building time, and at lower cost by experienced Price 

Brothers technicians. A staff of Price Brothers 
engineers is available to you for consultation and a 

Price representative will call at your request. 

:[R^(o)ir[K]g[^© @ © a 
12651 Newburg Road, Livonia, Michigan 

12 
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Sailrilien Offi«rc 
T«i l l i i i i i i lei i , C«»iiii. 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan — Eero 
Saorinen's plans to move his architec­
tural office to Hamden, Connecticut from 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan wil l be car­
ried out according to schedule, it has 
been announced by his partners Joseph 
N. Lacy and John G. Dinkeloo. These 
plans were initiated by Mr. Saarinen a 
little over a year ago. 

Around October 15, the major part of 
the staff of Eero Saarinen and Associates 
will be installed in their new quarters 
at 20 Davis Street, Hamden, Connecticut. 
These consist of a remodelled 1906 cre­
nellated mansion of orange brick with 
white limestone trim on a three-acre site 
at the edge of Lake Whitney. 

"Ten jobs of major significance de­
signed by Eero Eaarinen are now in 
various stages of construction, working 
drawings or final design detail," said 
Mr. Lacy. "The entire staff is dedicated 
to the completion of these buildings ac­
cording to Eero's designs. We are also 
dedicated to continuing the practice of 
achitecture according to the high stand­
ards of integrity and idealism which he 
set. 

"We all believe that if we allowed his 
untimely and sudden death to disrupt 
the plans in which we were in such en­
thusiastic agreement, we would be do­
ing him an act of desrespect." 

"We are gratified," Mr. Lacy conti­
nued, "that each of the clients has ex­
pressed his faith and belief in the dis­
ciplines and teamwork of our office and 
is equally dedicated to carrying the 
jobs through to successful conclusions." 

The last designs which Mr. Saarinen 
completed before the onset of his illness 
and suddent death from a malignant 
brain tumor were for a 37-story sky­
scraper at 53rd Street and Avenue of 
the Americas in New York City, for the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 

"He was especially excited about this 
design," said Mr. Dinkeloo, "He felt he 
was going back to the tradition of Louis 
Sullivan and making a step forward 

Saarinen Office, 20 Davis Street, Hamden, Connecticut 

from that dramatic and optimistic mo­
ment in the design of tall buildings." 

Jobs now under construction include 
the terminal for the Trans World Air­
lines at New York International Airport, 
scheduled for completion in early 1962; 
two Residential Colleges at Yale Uni­
versity, scheduled for completion next 
Summer; the new Dulles International 
Airport in Washington. D.C., in associa­
tion with the engineering firms of Am-
mann and Whitney and Burns and Mc­
Donnell, to be completed in July, 1962; 
new laboratories for Bell Telephone Lab­
oratories, Inc. at Holmdel, N. J., to be 
completed this Fall; Administrative 
Headquarters for Deere and Company 
in Moline, Illinois, scheduled for com­
pletion in July, 1963; and the Jefferson 
National Elxpansion Memorial in St. 
Louis, scheduled for completion in April, 
1964. 

Projects in the planning stage de­
signed by Eero Saarinen before his 
death include the Repertory Theatre for 
Lincoln Center in New York City, on 
which Jo Mielziner is Collaborating De­
signer; the Columbia Broadcasting Sys­
tem Headquarters Building; a new Term­
inal Building for the Intemationanl Air­
port in Athens, Greece, in association 
with Ammann and Whitney; and the 
North Christian Church in Columbus, 
Indiana. 

Mr. Saarinen, showing symptoms of 
illness on August 14, was taken to the 
University Hospital, Ann Arbor, Michi­
gan on August 21. He died there on 
September 1 after a two-hour operation. 

Eero Saarinen and Associates, suc­
ceeding Saarinen, Saarinen and Asso­
ciates, was formed In 1950. The original 

office was located in Bloomfield Hills 
where Eliel Saarinen, Eero Saarlnen's 
renowned Finnish father, received the 
commission to do Cranbrook Academy. 
The decision to move to the east was 
motivated by the concentration in that 
area of consultants with whom the arch­
itects worked in close collaboration. 

TO PAUL B. BROWN, A l A : 
The Westchester Chapter sorrowfully 

joins the Detroit Chapter In mourning 
the loss of its beloved member Eero 
Saarinen. 

His passing has left a void In our 
ranks wil l remain apparent for many 
years. Such talent as exhibited by Eero 
Saarinen, and his father before him, 
is a mark of greatness seldom achieved. 

Please extend our deepest sympathy 
to his fellow members and his family. 
The profession will long remember his 
creative contributions. — DONALD H. 
NEWMAN. P r e s i d e n t , Westchester. 
Chapter. AIA 

TO MRS. ALINE B. SAARINEN: 
I was deeply saddened by the news 

of Eero's passing; I want to convey to 
you the sympathy of the member's of 
the Board of the Detroit Chapter. A I A . 

In addition to my admiration of Eero 
for his architectural genius, I have sin­
cerely appreciated — with so many 
others — his warm friendship. I want 
you to know how proud we are that he 
worked among us. and how deeply we 
will miss him. 

Please accept our sympathy.—PAUL 
B. BROWN. AIA 
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XATIOI¥AL 

A R C H I T E C T 
R E G . U. S. PAT. O F F . 

Arc*liiieriiirc 

To Reiiieiiilicr 
Early American, and other 
architectural oddities 

The P. T. Barnum "Oriental Villa," near 
Bridgeport, Conn—1848. 

"Plans were entrusted to a competent 
Architect and Builder of New York"— 
Leopold Eidlitz. 

(Leopold Eidlitz was the father of Cyrus 

L. W. Eidlitz. founder in 1885 of the firm 
of Voorhees, Walker, Smith, Smith & 
Haines—editor.) 

"He had nothing to do with the actual 
construction of the house, in fact never 
saw it in process of building. Some time 
after its completion, however, he went to 
Bridgeport to inspect the building. The 
actualization of his drawings struck him 
as something beyond his wildest dream. 
In the same spirit of mischief which had 
inspired the design,' so the story goes, "he 
rang the doorbell, which was answered 
by the showman in person." The visitor 
professed considerable admiration for the 
edifice, and inquired the source of the 
design. It was the result of a competition, 
he was told, that had cost the owner a 
goodly ten thousand dollars. 'No it didn't,' 
retorted the actual designer, whereto the 
showman with a presence of mind which 
at once explained and justified his success 
in humbug, softly queried, 'Is your name 
Eidlitz?' "—From the book, "Architectural 
Follies in America, by Clay Lancaster, 
published by Charles E. Tuttle Co., Rut­
land, Vermont. 

THE CARSON MANSION (below), at 
143 M Street, corner of Second, in Eureka, 
California, is regarded as one of the finest 
examples of its architectural period — the 
Victorian era — in America. Built during 
the time of the moguls, it is the Kohinoor 
of the gingerbread age. 

One of California's best - known resi­
dences and among the most impressive 
existing examples of the highly ornate 
style of architecture in vogue during the 
latter part of last century, it is at present 
used as the home of Eureka's Ingomar 

Club, a civic men's club. 
Built in the mid-1880's, it has long been 

a major attraction of that northcoast lum­
bering town, both to residents and visitors, 
and here is rarely a time, says Club 
Manager, Ralph A. Godsy, when, during 
the daylight hours, there are not groups 
to be seen gathered before its prim iron 
fence gazing in awe at its assemblage of 
towers, turrets, porticoes and gables that 
comprise its exterior. And Mr. Godsy adds: 
"We would welcome architects who are 
visiting in this area." 

i n 

Barnum's "Oriental Vi l la" 

Seated on steps of the rambling old south­
ern mansion (below) they've occupied for 
years and whose spacious rooms they've 
used to raise goats, R. H. C. Dana, descen­
dant oi the noted New York journalist, and 
Miss Octavia Dockery, his guardian and 
descendant of a Confederate generaL 
ponder their fate after the Mississippi 
Supreme Court ordered their eviction. The 
couple and the dilapidated mansion, 
known as "Goat Castle." have figured 
often in the news as the two elderly oc­
cupants refused to recognize the place's 
sale. The court ruled the home belongs to 
the heirs of the late Charles Zerkowsky of 
New York, who bought the property at a 
foreclosure sale ten years ago. 

Wide World Photo, The Detroit News 



Detroit 
A City of Art 
By Charles A. Blessing, 
Director of City Planning. Detroit 

C H A R L E S A. BLESSING. A . L A . 

The following is the third in a series 
of articles by architects, artists and 
craftsmen which the Allied Arts Com­
mittee, Detroit Chapter, AlA is spon­
soring in order to stimtdate the use 
of art in architecture in all of its 
varied phases. This article stresses the 
importance of art in design of our new 
cities and the urban renewal programs. 
The Atithor, Mr. Charles A. Blessing, 
AIA, Director of the Detroit City Plan 
Commission, is well known to our 
readers. He is vitally interested in the 
use of art as part of our daily life. Mr. 
Blessing is a past president of the 
American Institute of Planners and in 
his term he encouraged the establish­
ment of a joint committee of AIA and 
AIP to explore mutual interests and 
responsibilities in the creation of more 
beautiful cities in America. His inter­
est lies 171 establishing a stronger 
framework in luhich the urban planjier 
and the architect can ujorfc, collabor­
ating toward a common goal of im­
proving cities. The Allied Arts Com-
7nittee is aTixious to receive comments 
and reactions from architects and other 
interested readers. These will be pub­
lished in the forthcoming issues of the 
Bulletin.—LOUIS G. REDSTONE. AIA, 
Chairman, Allied Arts Cornmittee 

degree in earlier cities in Europe and 
Asia and America. Such were the arts of 
the Aztecs in Mexico and the Mayans in 
Yucatan. In their great civic areas with 
the plazas, temples, markets and ball 
courts, sculpture and painting were an 
integral part of the concept and not just 
an afterthought. 

The bas-reliefs at Palenque seemed 
natural and essential elements of the 
palace as did the wonderful serpent heads 
on the great stairway of the pyramid of 
Coatzecoales at Teotehuacan and the ser­
pents on the reviewing stand of the bass 
courts and in the palace of the warriors 
at Chichen Itza. 

One senses in these ancient cities a 
deep and understanding interdependence 
between urban design, architecture, sculp­
ture and painting. The wall paintings in­
side the temples were the culmination of 
the great Mayan group at Bonampak and 
not just incidentals or afterthoughts. 

These ancient examples have provided 
inspiration for contemporary work in 
Mexico City as at the University of Mexico 
City and the recently completed resi­
dential community near the University. In 
this community, the community center de­
sign is clearly derivative of the art forms 
and ceremonial spaces of the Aztec and 
Mayans. It is possible that the designers 
tried even too hard and might have exer­
cised more restraint to the benefit of the 
total design. Be that as it may, we hnd 
there a simulating profusion of rich and 
exciting spaces and forms, indoor and 

How long must we wait to discover a 
city again in which we find the arts of 
sculpture and painting wedded to archi­
tecture as respected and essential parts 
of the total urban scene—not alone in the 
few rare spots where a great corporation 
might commission a sensitive and persua­
sive archittect who then pleads, argues 
and insists that painting and mosaics, 
sculpture, fountains, gardens and beauti­
ful pavement patterns be provided. I do 
not refer to the multiplying of isolated 
statues to the generals and presidents and 
great men of the times. The cities and 
towns of Amreica are already too filled 
with such urban bric-a-brac, unrelated to 
architecture, to site, and to the times, and 
all too often not complimentary to the 
urban scene in spirit, nor to the particular 
setting into which they seem to have been 
dropped like an afterthought. 

I am referring to the integration of a l l 
the arts in the visible urban scene in the 
organic sense which existed to a high 

National Monument, Taxo, Mexico 

outdoor theaters, fountains served by 
their own aqueduct from the hillside 
farther up, terraces, free standing sculp­
ture, a l l enhanced by the adjoining beauti­
ful heavily forested park. Nearby and 
integral with the community center is an 
equally impressive outdoor recreation area 
with swimming pool and jai-alai courts 
and playgrounds. Everywhere one sees 
decorative panels of bold pattern and 
color as an integral element in the design 
of the apartment buildings. One's re­
action in seeing this generous profusion 
of the arts combined in an outburst of 
exuberance and particality that would put 
to shame any redevelopment project I 
have seen or seen plans for in our country 
was one of surprise and pleasure. The 
center serves a neighborhood of 16,000 
persons and provides a combination of 
utility and art which has evoked a tre­
mendous response from the new residents 
—adults and children alike. That this is 
not a project for the wealthy or even 
middle class families but instead for fam-
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it's not only 
easier* • • • 

it's CHEAPER to 
operate your door toy 
FIIVGER tlxan by HAND 
That big door of yours cost quite a bit but, it isn't 
the first cost that counts, it's the cost per year. I f 
you can stretch that door investment over 10—20 — 
30% more time, you're just that much ahead. And, 
it's easy—here's how: 
I N S T A L L A P O W E R O P E R A T O R WITH R E M O T E 
C O N T R O L S . Hand operation bangs and racks the 
dayhghts out of any door and takes years off its 
fife. We know, because we repair such doors every 
day and much of this cost is avoidable. P U S H ­
B U T T O N O P E R A T I O N cushions the ups and downs 
of even the biggest door, so gently, that (if it's a 
good door to start with, and barring accidents) it 
should last the life of the building. 
THOSE HANDY BUTTONS do a lot of other things, 
too—save workmen's time running back and forth 
to open and close the door and standing around 
waiting for trucks to go out and in; make it easy to 
keep the door closed; save heat in winter and keep 
the people who are closest to the door a lot happier. 
And, over the years, those benefits add up to a real 
good deal. 

Crawford Mainline Operators are available for 
any type and size door and you can have nearly a 
dozen different control arrangements. Your local 
Crawford dealer sells, installs, guarantees and serv­
ices, stocks parts and even provides emergency 
service nights, Sundays, holidays. (Classified Pages 
under D O O R S and D O O R O P E R A T O R S . ) Call 
him or write us. Crawford Door Co., 20263-17 
Hoover Road, Detroit 5, Michigan. 

Gioufford 
I N D U S T R I A L D O O R S 

a n d D O O R O P E R A T O R S 

Quality and Service for over 30 Yaars 

RUBBER at VINYL 

S E A L S . « ^ G A S K E T S 
f o r PRECAST CONCRETE PANELS 

William$ Panel Seals ( P a h . Pend.) 
were developed especially for use 
in vertical and horizontal joints of 
precast concrete wal l panels . . . 
they are extrusions of expanded, 
closed-cell Neoprene Rubber. This 
closed-cell material, and the hol­
low-core design, provide the prop­
erties which assure a positive pres­
sure-contact seal in panel joints 
under all conditions—each type of 
seal readily compensates for var ia ­
tions in joint width, irregular joint 
surfaces and erection adjustments. 

JOIK I or(N 
JOINT CLOSED 

VERTICAL JOINT 
3" Joint IR ScRlptaied Preiost Cencrele 

Ponel wi th Quorti Aggrtgate Face 
WIUIAMS "OOUBU WING" SEAl No. lA 

PERFECT-SEAL f o r CONTROL JOINTS 

PERFECT-SEAL 

PAPtI 
M O I T A I I 

Williams "Perfect-Seal" (Pat. Pend.) 
is a specially designed seal for use 
in Mortar-Keyed Control Joints . . . it 
provides continuous four-point pres­
sure-contact sealing which keeps 
moisture out of joints and prevents 
air passage. The T-Section is a high-
grade rubber compound; the cross-
sealing member at the base of the 
"T" Is a strip of readily compressible, 
non-absorbent, expanded closed-
cell Neoprene Rubber—it provides 
an effective pressure-contact seal 
directly behind the calking. 

E V E R L A S T I C M A S O N R Y G A S K E T S 

Everlastic Masonry Gaskets are a 
readily compressible, nonobsorbent 
Elastomer which is impervious to 
water and inert to heat, cold and 
acids. In masonry joints, they permit 
linear expansion, and seal the joints 
against moisture penetration which 
causes frost damage . Everlastic G a s ­
kets should be used between sill and 
coping stones, stone or prefab metal 
wall panels, and to isolate and cush­
ion all steel or concrete columns to 
permit normal movement without 
damage to masonry walls. 

EVEIIASTIC GASKET 

V-CAIIIII6 
LI/iMS NEO-SEI 

R U B B E R o r V I N Y L W A T E R S T O P S 
Williams Waterstops are made from 
Natural Rubber Stock and designed 
for maximum effectiveness in any 
type of cost-in-place construction 
joint. They will bend around corners, 
and will not crock or tear from shear 
action. Tensile Test: 3 9 9 0 lbs., Elong­
ation Test: 650%. Available in rolls 
up to 80 feet in length. Molded 
union and junction fittings available. 
Williams Waterstops con be fur­
nished in Vinyl or Neoprene for in­
dustrial uses where resistance to oil 
or other injurious wastes is desirable. 

See Sweeps Files, or Write for Information. 

WILLIAMS SEALS and GASKETS DIVISION 

WILLIAMS 
EQUIPMENT and SUPPLY CO., INC. 

486 W. Eight M i l e Rd. , Hazel Park, Michigaa 

Will iams 5 " Natural Rubber Waterstops were used to 
seal all sub-grade concrete construction joints In the 
new U.S. Post Off ice, Detroit, Michigan 

IS-B 
October '61 Monthly Bulletin 



ilies of very modest incomes is all the 
more surprising. 

The architects were successful in demon­
strating—as they were requested to do— 
the importance of good design, ample pro­
vision for a rich and rewarding use of 
leisure time, and particularly the vital 
role that the allied arts, if given a chance, 
can play in a community. This project has 
not as yet been documented but wi l l be 
in the near future and would well repay 
study or better yet a visit to the site. I 
have tried to reconstruct from memory the 
general concept of the community center. 
The recreation center including swimming 
pools and jai-alai courts adjoins the park 
appearing at the top of the drawing. Thus, 
we note progress by our neighbors to the 
south. 

Are we fiddling while Rome burns? I 
have no knowledge if any concerted effort 
by the architects of this area or by the 
painters and sculptors, the museums and 
the art associations, separately or to­
gether, to even enter a plea for making 
living art an integral part of our vast job 
of renewing the city. It seems to me that 
in this one community (not "project") in 
Mexico City is a richer manifestation of 
the welding of all of the arts together 
into a beautiful and inspiring whole—de­
signed for the fullness and delight of an 
entire community of families, than in all of 
our public or private housing projects put 
together. 

What is the lesson we should learn 
from such an example? Do we not hear 
a hundred times over that people wi l l 
not return to live in our now dilapidated 
worn out areas even when we rebuild 
them? — that everyone is climbing the 
status ladder to the green suburb just 
a little further beyond in the search for 
the full life, that people go out to find 
beauty and visual excitement as well as 
a safe and sanitary dwelling unit? Who 
can say that hundreds and thousands of 
families would not respxand to the kind of 
environment I have described in the new 
community in Mexico City? I could sense 
the pleasure and excitement of the chil­
dren and was not surprised to learn that 
they had organized their own effective 
committees — the children's committee to 
prevent littering, the children's committee 
to prevent damage to shrubs and flowers, 
and the committee to assist in the further 
beautification of the community by plant­
ing flowers and selling out new trees and 
shrubs. 

We must agree with the critics of the 
American city who say that it has all but 
lost the sense of beauty in its race to 
keep up with its traffic requirements and 
its growing obsolescence and decay. Once 
upon a time—and not too many decades 
ago—Detroit had its beautiful elm lined 
streets approaching the downtown area, 
Jefferson, Woodward, Second and Fort 
Streets among others. One by one, these 
reminders of quieter more gracious and 
beautiful past, have given way to pro­
gress and traffic. 

Once again we are beginning to mea­
sure more perceptively the loss and the 
cost, and are returning these streets to 
their former state — witness the emerging 
beauty of lower Woodward Avenue and 
of the lawns and sycamores in the Civic 
Center as one approaches the Ford Audi-

San Miguel National Monument, Mexico 

torium. Think of the future beauty of 
Lafayette Parkway and the new Larned 
Street when they grow into mature tree 
lined boulevards; and look forward to the 
future boulevards of Warren and Mack 
Avenues and Beaubien and Third Street 
in the Medical and Cultural Centers, and 
to the Pedestrian Mall along Second when 
it is closed to traffic between Palmer and 
Forest Avenue. 

Detroit has in fact set its course firmly 
on the road to beauty and can well be 
proud of the achievements, as for ex­
ample, at Cranbrook, the General Motors 
Technical Center, and the McGregor Cen­
ter at Wayne State University. What is 
needed is a more concerted effort by the 
architects and those of the allied arts to 
extend the application of these concepts 
of beauty, fantasy, and wonder to the 
very fabric of the city itself in every re­
newal development, in every conservation 
neighborhood, in every new school, library 
and park and perhaps work dramatically 
of all in those great new projects of the 
city—the Civic Center, the Cultural Center 
and the Medical Center—until the entire 
central city wi l l escape from ennervating 
blight and emerge with a new and richer 
beauty. 

It cannot be said that Detroit lacks i n 
talent. But it isn't enough to say that 
we as a community make up in talent 
what we lack in vision. We must have 
both in fuller measure, if Detroit is to be­
come a true city of art. 

The Allied Arts Committee of the De­
troit Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects is on the right track in focusing 
attention on the opportunity and the chal­
lenge we al l face. But it isn't enough just 
to publish an annual report of the com­
mittee and occasional articles in maga­
zines and to hold an occasional exhibit 
and a special chapter meeting each year. 
The Detroit A.I.A. should itself call to the 
attention of our community leaders and 
officials who do seriously have the wel­
fare of the city at heart that another city, 
Philadelphia, by official action now sets 
aside IV4% of the cost of every public 
building for the arts allied to architecture. 
Why not Detroit? Why not now? 

Recently, a co-worker and I conducted 
a survey to record the number of foun­
tains in the downtown Detroit—the City 
on the Straits—the River City—the water-
loving city. One! Only one fountain for 

a city wi th the greatest water system in 
the nation. Don't we like fountains and 
the beauty of water playing against the 
sun and the shadows? 

I'm sure we al l like fountains. Even 
one irascible friend of mine who said, " I 
hate pigeons" has never been heard to 
utter a word against fountains. 

I believe we are well on our way as a 
city to creating here in Detroit in our 
time one of the most beautiful cities in 
the world, and should we settle for any­
thing less? Private corporations one after 
another have acknowledged the impor­
tance of the image the public has of them. 
General Motors at the Technical Center, 
Ford at the Ford Administrative Center, 
the Connecticut General Life Insurance 
Company at their home office. Reynolds 
Aluminum and hundreds of others. 

Why should not a corporation wi th an 
annual budget of more than $300,000,000 
a year do for itself and its people what 
these companies have done to attract a 
favorable response and business to their 
doors, by combining beauty wi th practi­
cality? 

It is not an idle gesture to recall that 
Florence at its height had but an insigni­
ficant fraction of the resources of any of 
the great cities of America today. That 
al l of these great cities have serious f i ­
nance problems, no one can question. But 
the lesson is clear that just as hard-headed 
business corporations h a v e of late 
acknowledged the value :o them of beauty 
and of the public's good opinion of them, 
so too cities across the nation are now 
recognizing that the cultural climate of 
a city, the appearance of a city, the edu­
cation and cultural facilities of a city—for 
music, drama, dance and a l l of the fine 
arts—are desirable not only because the 
people want them, need them, deserve to 
have them and insist on having them, 
but because it is good business for the 
city to provide them. 

Just as insurance companies and great 
industrial corporations must sell their 
image to their customers, the great Ameri­
can public, so too must cities now sell 
their image to these same great corpora­
tions and small ones too—as cities worth 
living in, working in , playing in , and in ­
vesting in. 

The architects of Detroit have a re­
sponsibility which those of the a l l ied arts 
wi l l gladly share—of speaking out as re-
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sponsible leaders in their field to drama­
tize Detroit's need as a city for the very 
things which industry has already ac­
cepted and is demonstrating its wil l ing 
ness to pay for—excellence i n compre­
hensive design—in architecture, in sculp­
ture, in painting, in civic art, in landscape 
art—in sun, in al l of those things which 
wil l make this a truly beautiful, truly 
exciting city—a city in which all wi l l 
find fantasy, wonder and delight! 

Such a city wi l l find that these quali­
ties — far from being incompatible with 
good business — w i l l pay for themselves 
many times over. If we deny this, then 
we must deny the lessons of Paris and 
Florence and Rome where art is not only 
a way of life but a priceless heritage and 
magnet to the people of the four corners 
of the earth. This, too, is on the horizon 
of our own great city which is already 
attracting increasing thousands from all 
over the nation each year, and from other 
nations as well . This is for the architects 
of the city a compelling call to lead and 
not merely to be led, to speak and not 
merely to listen, to act and not merely to 
wait! 

How much longer must painting and 
sculpture be given the stepchild treatment 
as the cosmetic arts which can be done 
with or done without with equal ease in 
the building of a finer city of art? 

How much longer must we wait to 
place the responsibility for this slate of 
affairs not on either the architect alone 
nor the painter alone nor the sculptor 
alone, but on all three of these arts— 
architecture, painting, and sculpture to­
gether — and on architects, painters and 
sculptors together as a single group of 
creative people whose voice is occasion­
ally raised against each other, but all too 
seldom in concert for a cause which can 
be effectively advanced only by a l l work­
ing together against the common enemy 
—indifference, ignorance and indecision. 

As an architect and as one deeply in­
terested in the city, I have had the im­
pression that loo often Ihe architects have 
in fits and starts seemed to say—this week 
is the "let's be nice to painters week" 
and next week w i l l be the "lei's be kind 
to sculptors week" and then we' l l a l l go 
home—all 800 of us here in Detroit and 
for another year let George worry about 
il—George, in this case, being a devoted 
bul a l l too small voice of the chapter 
Committee on the Allied Arts in Architec­
ture. That there is a chapter committee 
on the allied arts in architecture we must 
al l be deeply grateful. We must be 
ashamed and chagrined that, year in, 
year out we — one of the largest and 
strongest chapters of A.I.A. in the nation 
which counts its members among the 
finest architects of the nation, together 
with one of the finest, most vital groups 
of acive, productive, and progressive 
painters and sculptors in the nation, 
should raise not one finger in concert to 
bring more forcefully to the attention of 
those for whom we all work—the citizens 
of Detroit—our common conviction that it 
is not we alone who suffer by this neglect 
but they—all the people of Detroit who 
are each day, each month and each year, 
the poorer for it. 

Often I have heard sculptors say—the 

Residential Community. Mexico City 

real fault is with the architect—he doesn't 
want us around to complicate things for 
his already difficult client and for him— 
life's complicated enough as it is without 
asking for trouble by bringing in a sculpn 
lor. The painter is known to complain 
that the modern architect doesn't want 
and won't have a picture to mar the fine 
white walls of his latest masterpiece. 
And so i l goes. And yet have you heard 
of any sculptors or any painters taking 
their story collectively to the architects and 
saying—now look, you hear us out, and 
this is how we can help you and you 
can help us in convincing our common 
customer, the public, how we can make a 
great contribution together but a poor 
one alone. Because this simply has not 
happened yet so far as I know i n our 
city, the city is the poorer for it—and 
must go on hungering for that fu l l cup 
of fantasy, wonder, and delight that the 
arts together could create in such abun­
dant measure. 

Some cities have great art clubs which 
have as members architects as well as 
those from the other arts, and which 
provide a common ground for a common 
cause. I l would be interesting to learn 
how many of the 800 members of the 
Detroit Chapter of A.I.A. can call as many 
as ten artists by their first names as 
personal friends. I might be mistaken but 
my guess is very, very few. By the same 
token, how many painters and sculptors 
in Detroit—and there are many younger 
as well as proven artists of great talent 
among us here in the city—are really 
acquainted with even a few of the archi­
tects in the chapter? Again all loo few! 

Why not wake up and break down 
this barrier i n communication now? Why 
should the architects do honor to the 

painters or sculptors in their town by— 
on rare occasions only — having one of 
them speak to the chapter on painting or 
sculpture. Why not on occasions arrange 
a great fellowship in spiirt and in fact 
with all the architects rubbing shoulders 
wi th all the painters and all the sculptors 
in the community — not once but often 
enough to get to appreciate each other's 
qualities, special interests, beliefs and 
convictions about the unrealized destiny 
of Detroit as a great city of art. Who is 
holding back and why? Could it be the 
Ho-Hum boys again? Do I hear a pause 
and a yawn in the house? Is it simply too 
much trouble—'no time'—'had a hard day 
at the office today'—Mary's dragging me 
out to bridge tonight"—and 'I've got to 
bowl tomorrow night'—and 'besides when 
I get home every night after f ight ing 
through that 5 o'clock jam, I'm just not 
able to think'. Maybe . . . and yet—some 
more care more than they let on that 
they care. For a starter, why could not 
the chapter plan a special evening and 
program—not just for the allied arts but 
for the allied artists—no white tie and 
tails — just a nice informal get-together 
wi th the architects as hosts and the other 
(!) artists as guests. Maybe next time the 
painters or the sculptors w i l l get together 
and arrange a program for the architects 
—something they'd like to say to the 
architects and not just about them. 

I has been well said, 'Clever men are 
impressed with their differences from 
their fellows; wise men ore conscious of 
their resemblences to them." The wor ld 
is fu l l of communication experts, and so is 
Detroit—so when do we have to wai t for 
communication between the architects a n d 
their fellow missionaries in the al l ied arts? 
The time to start is now! 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T O F F I C E , D E T R O I T , M I C H I G A N 

DETROIT'S NEW POST OFFICE, 
one of the largest structures in Mich­
igan devoted to commercial use, is 
now handling the rapidly expanding 
mail requirements of Metropolitan 
Detroit, accounting for more than 50 
per cent of Michigan's volume. 

Designed by Giffels & Rossetti, 
Inc., Architects and Engineers, the 
$23 million structure is in reality two 
buildings — a five-story reinforced 
concrete Mail Handling Section and 
a ten-story structural steel frame Ad­
ministrative Tower. Approximately 
1,250,000 square feet is provided for 
its 3300 employees, working in the 
building over a 24-hour period. 

Located on a seven-acre site in 
downtown Detroit, the project runs 
westward from Eighth to Tenth 
Streets, and southward from Fort 
Street to lefferson Avenue. Its front­
age on Fort Street is 746 feet. 

The exterior of the Mail Handling 
Section has a base of ceramic ve­
neer, approximately ten feet high, 
with buff colored Norman brick 
forming the upper portion. Building 
height window openings of four-foot | 
width are separated by columns 
faced with white ceramic veneer. 
Treatment used on the east and 
south walls of the Tower is an off-
white terra cotta with vertical strip 
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windows of gray glass. The Fort 
Street entrance facade is aluminum 
and glass. 

In order to keep the public from 
having access to the working areas 
of the Mail Handling Building, it was 
decided to concentrate all offices 
into a separate structure. This struc­
ture is connected to the Mail Han­
dling Building proper so that the em­
ployees can still be in constant com­
munication between the two build­
ing units, either by elevators or by 
stairs. 

A cafeteria is provided in the of­
fice portion and can be used by all 
employees of both building units. 

The office building has a gray 
granite base course and granite 
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columns, with a multi-colored mo­
saic tile band above. The main lob­
by has domestic marble walls, wal­
nut paneling and luminous ceiling. 

The entire facility is air condi­
tioned, except for the ground floor 
of the Moil Handling section. Three 
800-ton electrically-driven centrifu­
gal refrigeration machines are in­
stalled in a machine room, located 
on the roof of the five-story building. 
Low pressure air is distributed 
through duct systems from seven 
equipment rooms. And to provide 
adequate air changes in the vehicle 
maneuvering area on the ground 
floor of the Handling Building, spe­
cial ventilation was designed. 

The incoming electrical service 
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consists of two 4800 volts lines feed­
ing into a metalclad circuit breaker 
type switchgeor. If either were to be­
come inoperative, the load would be 
automatically transferred to the re­
maining line. 

The utilization power system is of 
the secondary-selective type and 
consists of four 2000 KVA double 
ended load center unit substations, 
here the voltage is reduced from 
4800 volts to 480/277 volts. 

General lighting consists of 277 
volt fluorescent fixtures fed from cir­
cuit breaker type lighting panels 
through current limiting fuses. 

The 120/208 volt, 3 phase system 

is provided by dry type transformers 
rated 480-120/280 volts, which are 
located throughout the building and 
feed fused distribution and circuit 
breaker type lighting panels. 

A guided tour is necessary to rea­
lize fully the mechanized scope of 
the Mail Handling Building. Here, 
literally buttons ore pushed to cull, 
sort and cancel mail, process parcel 
post and sacked mail, and then 
speed it to distribution points by 
conveyor belt and tray systems. The 
first and second floors, containing 
247,000 square feet, resemble a tran­
sportation center used primarily for 
large commercial patrons. At these 
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levels are space and platform facili­
ties to handle 100 trucks and 10 rail­
road cars. 

The upper floors of the Handling 
Building, each with 158,600 square 
feet, are where the day-to-day mail 
is processed. 

Indicative of mechanization in full 
force are the banks of letter sorters 
capable of automatically routing 
500,000 letters an hour to about 1000 
destination positions, a 14-mile con­
veyor system and six facing and 
cancelling machines which are cap­
able of processing 30,000 pieces of 
mail an hour a piece. 
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LAVERN J . NELSEN, Treasurer, 20334 Grand 

River. Detroit 19 
PAUL B. BROWN. President. 153 East 
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Building. Detroit I 

Detroit Chapter, A I A will hold its An­
nual Meeting and Election at Northwood 
Inn, Woodward Avenue at IIV2 Mile 
Road, Berkley on Wednesday, October 
18. 

Cocktails, compliments of the Chap'.er, 
will be served at 6:00 p.m., Diimer will 
be at 7:00 and the program at 8:00. This 
will be a joint meeting with the MSA 
Board of Directors, who will meet there 
during the afternoon. It will also be the 
occasion of the Annual Chapter Awards, 
at which the Gold Medal and Honorary 
Membership will be presented. New 
members, elected during the past year, 
will be introduced. 

There will be no annual reports of 
Chapter Committees, as they will be 
published in the Monthly Bulletin. 

An interesting program is being ar­
ranged, in which members will be given 
an opportunity to participate. Ladies are 
especially invited, as the program is 
chiefly social and planned for their in­
terest. 

Iiisiiiiite of A r i f i 

A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM ex­
ploring contemporary art called "A Key 
to Abstract Art," begins at The Detroit 
Institute of Arts on Tuesday, October 10, 
and continues through December 10. 
This is a program for the avant-garde 
as well as for those who wish to know 
more about the conlemporaries and 
their works. It covers lectures and films, 
a seminar and a tour, all planned with­
in the period of the exhibition. Futurism, 
which op>ens at the Museum October 17. 

Co-sponsored by the Division of Adult 
Education of Wayne State University-
University of Michigan, The Friends of 
Modern Art and The Detroit Institute of 
Arts, 14 events are scheduled at an all-
inclusive rate of $20.00. This is what the 
program offers: 

Six lectures on The Meaning and De­
velopment of Abstract Art by Dr. Victor 
Miesel of the University of Michigan. 
A discussion of the historic departures 
of Cubisms, Expressionism, Futurism and 
Non-Objectivism to the Abstract Expres­
sionist art of today, illutrated with color 
slides. Tuesdays, October 10, 17, 24, 31, 

Cliiirc'li C€»nipciiii<»ii 
Michelangelo Balderi and Frank A. 

Dyszewski, both employed by the Ar­
gonaut Realty Division of General Mo­
tors Corp., have won the Spaeth Litur­
gical Award and Lecaro Prize for 1961, 
from the North American Liturgical Con­
ference (pictured at right) 

The award and prize are named for 
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Spaeth of New York, 
sponsors of the competition, and James 
Cardinal Lercaro, Archibishop of Bo­
logna. 

Balderi studied architecture at the Uni­
versity of Florence in his native Italy. He 
came to Detroit nine years ago and com­
pleted his professional education at Law­
rence Institute of Technology. 

Dyszewski was born and reared in 
Detroit and studied architecture at the 
University of Detroit. 

Rev. Lawrence J. Green, SJ, of U. of 
D's. Department of Architecture, was the 
competition Director. 

November 14 and 21, at 2:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m. 

An Evening with Marcel Duchamp. 
The creator of tlie famed "Nude De­
scending a Staircase" will reflect on the 
revolutionary developments in twentieth 
century art and answer questions. Tues­
day, November 28, at 8:00 p.m. 

A Private view of the major exhibi­
tion of the year—Futurism. This exhibi­
tion was assembled by the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York and has been 
brought to Detroit after its New York 
showing by the Friends of Modem Art. 
It is the most comprehensive showing 
of the painting and sculpture of the Ita­
lian Futurists ever assembled and will 
not be shown elsewhere in the mid­
west. Participants in this program wil l 
have a private view before the public 
opening on Sunday, October 15 from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

A Season Pass to the Futurist Exhi­
bition. 

A Week-end Seminar on Futurism. 
Five talks exploring the Italian Futurist 
movement in art, music and literature, 
witli Dr. Joshua Taylor of the University 
of Chicago, author of the new book, 
Futurism, Dr. Charles Hulbeck, practic-
ticing New York psychiatrists and for­
mer member of the original Dada move-

1̂  

ment, and others. Saturday morning, 
afternoon, and Sunday afternoon, Octo­
ber 28, 29. 

A Tour of the Winston Collection of 
Abstract Art. Mr. and Mrs. Harry L. Win­
ston have assembled an outstanding 
private collection of Picasso, Braque, 
Henry Moore, Brancussi, Kandinsky, 
Klee and many more recent European 
artists in the rooms and specially con­
structed gallery of their home in Bir­
mingham, Michigan The Winstons have 
been distinguished in their pursuit of 
the works and documents of Futurist art 
and have lent a large number of paint­

ings, sculpture and drawings to the Fu­
turist Exhibition. Sunday, November 5, 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Two Programs of Avanl Garde Films. 
Experimental films relating to the im­
portant art movements of our time: Bal­
let Mechanique by Fernand Leger, 
Anaemic Cinema by Marcel Duchamp, 
The Cabinet of Dr. CaUgari. Homage to 
Jean Tinguely, and others. Friday, No­
vember 10, at 8:00 p.m., Sunday, De­
cember 10, at 3:00 p.m. 

To register, call the Education Depart­
ment, The Detroit Institute of Arts, TE. 
1-0360. Special brochure and application 
blank wil l be sent upon request. 
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C h a p t e r , S o f i e i T 
n c € i r ^ a i i i i z a i i o i i 
By Paul B. Brown, President, 
Detroit Chapter, AIA 

Many of the activities of our Chapter 
and of our State Society are performed 
"behind the scenes" by committee and 
Board action. While it is impossible for 
our membership to be kept ful ly informed 
of this work, they are aware, in part, of 
the achievements of these groups over the 
years. Many of our members have given 
generously of their time — for the most 
part anonymously — in improving the sta­
ture of the profession in the eyes of the 
government, in promoting high standards 
of education and registration, in establish­
ing closer coordination within the building 
industry, in arranging informative pro­
grams for our members, and in helping 
to achieve a climate of high professional 
standards and public esteem necessary 
for real architectural achievement. 

Our Chapter and Stale Society have 
continued to function over the years with­
in a framework which most of us take for 
granted. As with any operation, however, 
unless one stands back occasionally to 
take a longer look, he w i i l eventually en­
counter serious problems that might have 
been readily solved if recognized in lime. 
For several reasons, it appears that 1961-62 
is the time for re-appraisal of our local 
and state organizations, and for strength­
ening our operation. Particularly in view 
of the present challenge in the field of 
community planning and urban redevel­
opment, the necessity of streamHning our 
structure and becoming more effective in 
our operation is indeed an obligation. 

Since any changes in Chapter structure 
should be a matter for ful l discussion by 
the membership, I should like to list some 
of the items that have already received 
preliminary Board consideration, and to 
devote the November 15 Chapter meeting 
to discussing them. In the meantime, I be-
Ueve they deserve careful consideration: 

1. More participation by outlying groups. 
The rapid growth of our suburban areas 

has changed the complexion of our Chap­
ter in recent years. Not only are we grow­
ing numerically, we are now a truly met­
ropolitan chapter; a high percentage of 
our newer members live and practice in 
outlying regions, such as Ann Arbor and 
Oakland County. 

Since many of our problems are metro­
politan in scope, our Chapter needs more 
active participation by these merabers; 
they have, in turn, expressed a need for 
a stronger organization and far more di­
rect representation in Institute affairs. The 
AIA, is recognizing this problem, has en­
couraged the formation of divisions of 
chapters in such areas, which would in­
tegrate their activities wi th those of the 
parent Chapter. This idea has not caught 
on with groups, but reaction is favorable, 
I believe, to some definite provision for 
continuing representation on the Chapter 
Board. 

Rather than achieving this by a change 
in by-laws, might it not be better to esta­
blish a standing recommendation to the 
annual nominating committees that would 
maintain such representation? Should such 

a recommendation also include a provision 
for geographical representation of mem­
bership on our standing committees? 

2. More effective committee activity. 
Now that the MSA has achieved regional 
status, a more direct relationship with the 
Institute can be established. Michigan w i l l 
have continuous representation on the In­
stitute Board of Directors. A regional com­
mittee structure should be set up to par­
allel the vertical structure of the Institute 
Committes, and it would seem logical that 
our Chapter committees be correlated with 
those at the regional and national levels. 
This wi l l require changes in our Chapter 
by-laws. 

The whole question of committee activi­
ty might well deserve consideration. Many 
of our committees have performed valu­
able service. Over 100 of cur members now 
serve on our 22 Chapter committees, and 
while many of these have effective pro­
grams, there are certainly many areas in 
which an energetic committee might do a 
real service. 

3. Better programs. We must admit that 
our Chapter programs — if judged on the 
basis of membership attendance — have 
enjoyed only mediocre success. Efforts 
have been made to get good speakers, but 
suggestions for improvement are wel­
comed. With our present budget, one dol­
lar a year per member is devoted to our 
programs. Most worthwhile speakers, if 
brought in from outside, are fairly ex­
pensive. Here lies part of the problem, 
but ingenuity can help to overcome bud­
get limitations. 

Some members feel that there should be 
more opportunity for membership discus­
sion from the floor at our meetings. This 
might be provided by allocating a short 
period at certain regular Chapter meet­
ings to floor discussion, or special meet­
ings—possibly luncheon meetings—might 
be devoted to discussion of Chapter busi­
ness, such as public relations programs, 
budget, committee activity, etc. The ques­
tion is how to get greater membership 
interest in our Chapter activities. 

4. Time of election of officers. The pre­
sent arrangement of electing Board mem­
bers in October for assumption of ofHce 
almost immediately is awkward in many 
ways. Those who thus become suddenly 
responsible for the Chapter's activities for 
the year have no time to plan ahead. This 
is as true for committee chairmen as for 
Chapter offices. The Program Committee, 
for example, should plan for its year — 
which runs from September through May 
— well in advance. Of the 114 chapters 
reporting in the 1960 Annual Chapter Re­
ports, 71 installed new officers around the 
first of the year, 33 did so in the spring, 
and 10 (including Detroit) did so at var­
ious other times. 

There would seem to be considerable 
merit in holding our election in the spring, 
so that officers would serve without inter­
ruption through the active year. 

5. Education. Our Chapter recognizes its 
responsibility to encourage high levels 
of achievement in the education of the 
young architect and in the training of his 
teachers. In addition to furnishing profes­
sional assistance, upon request, to the 
student chapters at the three architectural 

schools in our area, our Chapter each 
year gives $100 00 to each of these chapt­
ers to be used at their discretion. For the 
past two years we have also made mone­
tary contributions to the Institute-spon­
sored R-17 summer conferences for young 
teachers. 

The continuing education of the prac­
titioner is also a chapter responsiblity, 
assigned to us by the Institute. The semi­
nar program on Urban Design and Renew­
al, the MacGregor workshop, and other 
informative programs for cur members, are 
part of our effort to be of effective service 
in this area. 

Other fields have been suggested as 
needing educational programs, but budget 
limitations require a selective approach to 
the many possible areas of service. Is our 
Chapter doing enough in providing such 
programs? Many Chapters do more. Here, 
again, our Board welcomes your sugges­
tions. 

6. Services of Executive-Secretary. A 
strong and effective Executive Secretary 
is of vital importance to a chapter, and 
to a state organization. Over a period 
of many years our Chapter, and the MSA, 
have been admirably served by Tal 
Hughes; through his efforts our professional 
groups have grown in service and public 
esteem, and he has given us a publication 
—the Monthly Bulletin—of national repu­
tation. One of Tal's most important 
functions has been to provide a continuity 
to the operations of our organizations, as 
our officers come and go. 

In order that this continuity may not be 
interrupted, prudence dictates that we con­
sider bringing in a young man to take 
over the reins under Tal's guidance and 
counsel, and to assume responsibility for 
the publication of the Bulletin. The Michi­
gan Society and the Detroit Chapter have 
both felt the need of making such provi­
sion for the future; to avoid duplication 
of staff and expense, however, both 
Boards have agreed to share the services 
of a single office. As our membership 
grows and the demands on this office in­
crease, it may be necessary to increase 
the staff accordingly. But since the addi­
tion of a new man and transfer of the 
Bulletin from Tal w i l l involve additional 
expense for the Chapter and MSA, it 
would seem wise to start with the mini­
mum requirement—a new Executive Sec­
retary—and to augment his staff only as 
the need may dictate. 

Tal Hughes concurs in the wisdom of 
the above step; he w i l l help effect a 
smooth change of administration. The ne­
cessity of assuring a continuing and vigo­
rous service from this key office, and of 
providing the means of financing the steps 
that must be taken, are issues that must 
be met squarely. 

I have listed some of the items that 
should be resolved; there are undoubtedly 
others that should be discussed, and ques­
tions to be asked: I believe it is evident, 
in reviewing the problems outlined that if 
our Chapter and State Society are to do 
the job they should be doing, an increase 
in our local dues w i l l be necessary. While 
the amount of increase wi l l be subject 
to membership discussion and approval, 
it would appear that an additional $10 00 
or $12.00 is needed. 
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L F E S C I E N C E S R E S E A R C H C E N T E R B U I L D I N G , 

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY'S 
new Life Sciences Research Center 
Building provides space for research 
equipment and personnel from the 
University's chemistry and biology 
departments in its 46 laboratories, 
and houses hundreds of experiment­
al animals in 20 other rooms of the 
unique structure. 

Designed by Albert Kahn Asso­
ciated Architects and Engineers, Inc., 
with Walter B. Sanders, A.I.A., as 
Design Consultant, the $1,900,000 
building was financed from Univer­
sity funds, together with a $500,000 
grant from the Public Health Serv­
ice of the federal government to aid 
the building as a health-related re­
search facility. 

The new Science Building reflects 

the urban character of the campus 
and its mid-town Detroit setting. Lo­
cated at Second and Warren Ave­
nues, the structure is placed on the 
site so as to form the eastern ele­
ment of a southern gateway to the 
rapidly-developing campus. Second 
Avenue, one of the city's major 
thoroughfares will, in time, be relo­
cated and its present right of way 
made into a pedestrian mall for stu­
dent use. 

In keeping with this urban con­
cept, and the eventual maximum 
coverage of the campus with new 
academic facilities, the building is 
set back at the ground level to form 
an arcade which serves as a cov­
ered passageway and sheltered con­
gregating space. This open circula-
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AND DAY P H O T O S B Y B A L T A Z A R K O R A B 

W A Y N E S T A T E U N I V E R S I T Y , D E T R O I T , M I C H I G A N 
F I R S T F L O O R P L A N 

Ition serves to connect the new build-
ng with the University's existing 

•Science Hall to the east. These 
|Duildings are also connected at the 

econd and third floor levels by a 
^lass-enclosed passageway. 

The exterior design of the build-
ng, is the result of a sound line of 

teasoning. The master plan of the 
ampus, the teaching and research 
unctions in the fields of chemistry 

| m d biology, and the structural and 
nechanical requirements all repre-
ented major determinants in arriv-

ng at the final design solution. 
An optimum size galley-type of-

Jice-lab unit was developed for the 
Ihree upper floors and led to the 
adoption of a 10'-6" structural bay 
lor the outer walls. To provide ready 

•a 1 

-
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accessibility and to reduce student 
traffic to the upper lioors, the two 
large undergraduate teaching labo­
ratories were placed on the ground 
floor. As protection against the vi­
sual distraction of pedestrian and 
vehicular movement outside, win­
dows were kept to a minimum on 
the ground floor level. A continuous 
strip-window at door height level 
serves as the major source of na­
tural light, and narrow (10") verti­
cal slit-windows in each bay pro­
vide limited view and at the same 
time serve as visual gradients to re­
inforce the perspective qualities of 
the arcades when viewed from out­
side. 

The exterior treatment of the up­
per floors grew out of considerations 
of the laboratory work-counters and 
their requirement of adequate light. 
As a result of these considerations 
the windows were placed at the 
ends of the work-tops and wall pa­
nels placed between the windows 
to provide for heating units, tack 
boards, and wall-hung shelves. This 
arrangement produced an articula­
tion of the columns which was devel­
oped further so they served partial­
ly as vertical solar light baffles. The 
pent-house screen shields a battery 
of mechanical equipment and its re­
fined scale lends an illusion of 
height and contributes to a smooth 
transition between building and sky. 

The materials and finishes were 
selected with the view of providing 
planar differentiation and value 
contrast. Structural elements such as 
the columns, beams, and floor slabs 
are of smooth, poured-in-place white 
cement finish. The precast concrete 
wall panels have a lacing of white 
quartz aggregate with a white ce­
ment matrix, and provide a textural 
contrast with the framing members. 
The precast panels at the recessed 
ground floor are of the same ex­
posed aggregate as the upper-floor 
panels but with a natural cement 
color matrix, adding to the percep­
tual depth of the arcade. Windows 
are of grey glass with black vitreous 
spandrels, and serve to accentuate 
the unbroken lines of the columns. 
The overall visual effect is one of 
a studied differentiation of planes, 
an interesting and changing play of 
light and shade, and a rhythmically 
enriched exterior wall surface. 

The building is completely air-con­
ditioned with no air recirculated be­
cause of the presence of fumes. The 
volume of fresh air required, there­
fore, is immense, and provision for 
this was achieved by the introduc­
tion of four 6 foot diameter fresh air 
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intake stacks rising out of the ground 
about 4 feet, approximately 25 feet 
in front of the building. The stacks 
are capped with mushroom-like ano-
dyzed aluminum shields, and add a 
final note of "space-age science" 
character to the overall appearance 
of the building. 

Basement facilities of the structure 
include animal quarters for the bio­
logy department, with rooms for 
physiology, endiocrinology, and in-
sectory, bacteriology animals and 

paristical animals in addition to two 
research laboratories. 

The first floor has a quantitative 
analysis teaching laboratory, and a 
biology teaching laboratory. The 
chemistry department's facilities on 
this floor include research laborato­
ries for studying organic chemistry, 
bio-chemistry, micro-analytical che­
mistry and radio-chemistry. 

Second and third floors of the 
building house research facilities for 
the biology department and the 
fourth floor contains additional la­
boratories for the chemistry depart­
ment. 

When the building was completed, 
it was dedicated at "plaguing cere­
monies" consisting of the setting of a 
huge metal University seal over a 
recessed chamber in a ground-floor 
corridor. 
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From Propressiue Architecture, 
By Thomas H. Creighton, FAIA, Editor 

(See "Detroit's New Generation," 
Page 37) 

From time to time it becomes tempting 
to narrow one's view of the total U.S. arch­
itectural scene and to concentrate on one 
area, or one city. There is very little re­
gional variation remaining, for reasons 
that have been discussed in these pages 
a number of times, but the more closely 
focused look at a spot where interesting 
things are going on sometimes lets us see 
a sample of the totality in sharper per­
spective. From time to time it is also in­
teresting to examine the work of younger 
men in architecture; one sees reflections 
of what has gone before, one senses the 
current influences, and one has a hint of 
new trends and things that are likely to 
come. 

For these reasons, the following pages 
w i l l show the work of a group of younger 
architects in the Detroit area: it is a con­
centrated view of an important spot seen 
through the designs — some completed, 
some still on the boards — of compara­
tively new firms. Detroit itself, and its 
closely related suburbs of Birmingham, 
Bloomfield Hills, and Grosse Pointe, con­
tain many new firms. A quick check shows 
between 40 and 50 architectural offices 
opened in the last half dozen years (nearly 
half of which are concentrated in the 
Birmingham-Bloomfield Hills area). 

There seem to be several reasons for 
this phenomenon. Historically, Detroit has 
been a city, of opportunity ( in a business 
sense, of course, largely due to the auto­
mobile industry and its related activities) 
and of progress. Albert Kahn, a pioneer 
both in the use of materials and in the 
study of new-type architectural planning 
problems, gathered around him a number 
of younger people in the recond and third 
decades of the century. Some of that work 
— early direct concrete-framed, steel win­
dowed factories and plants — remains 
prominently in the city. In 1922, Eliel 
Saarinen was called to Bloomfield Hills 
to head the important school of design, 
which includes a department of architec­
ture, at Cranbrook Academy. Kahn was 
partly responsible for this invitation, and 
although the work of the two was very 
different, and their attitudes widely at-
variance (Kahn's factories by then had 
become styhzed versions of the "clean " 
industrial plant, wi th its sometimes out-of-
context main office entrance; Saarinen at 
first brought from Finland his more roman­
tic, almost arts-and-crafts, highly personal 
design), there was a continuity of oppor­
tunity and progress, of interest in tech­
nology and at the same time in originality, 
which made Detroit a spawning ground of 
bright young talent. 

Cranbrook itself, as a school, gathered 
a remarkable group of brilliant teachers, 
and trained such people as Charles 
Fames, Alexander Girard, Florence Knoll, 
Whether or not they stayed in Detroit •— 
some of them did for a while — they, in 
turn, began to help Detroit build a repu­
tation as a fertile spot for the development 
of design talent. One of the group of 
brilliant students was, of course, Eero 
Saarinen, Eliel's son. Included in the group 
centering around Cranbrook was J. Robert 
F. Swanson, who married Eliel's daughter 
Pipsan, herself a talented designer; and 
there was formed, for a time, the firm of 
Saarinen, Swanson, Associates, attracting 
more bright young talent to the area, and 
culminating in that greatly influential com­
mission, the General Motors Technical 
Center. 

Intimate observers of the architectural 
scene noticed an interesting phenomenon 
as contemporary architecture began to 
grow in understanding and acceptance 
after the war: the students graduating 
from the schools of architecture became 
choosy about their employment. They did 
not just look for jobs; they looked for 
places where they could learn from some­
one whom they respected. Certain offices 
became truly training schools; Eero 
Saarinen's, when he started his own inde­
pendent firm, was such a one. The bright 
boys from the graduating classes wanted 
to work with the man who had won the 
St. Louis Jefferson Memorial competition 
with a striking and simple solution (Eero's 
first strong proof that he was not just 
Eliel's son) and each of whose subsequent 
jobs was attracting admiring attention. 
Later there came to the same area another 
magnet for young people. Minoru Yama-
saki, after a training period in New York 
and Detroit offices, and a partnership in 
St. Louis and Detroit (during which he 
had attracted attention by such designs as 
the St. Louis air terminal) began his own 
pratice in Birmingham in the '50s. His 
office, with its care for design, concern 
with a rationale, and attention to detail, 
also became a training school for many 
younger people. 

There are other influences which have 
brought young architects to Detroit. The 
school of architecture at the University 
of Michigan, in nearby Ann Arbor, has 
through the years graduated many fine 
architects, with a sense of maturity and a 
concern with problems of practice and 
independent operation. Detroit has also 
for a long time been a center for very 
big firms, such as Giffels & Rossetti and 
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, hiring and re­
leasing numbers of employees and adding 
to the concentration of younger potential 
architects in the city and its environs. In 
addition to the offices of Saarinen and 
Yamasaki — the two "finishing schools," 
as one young architect describes them — 
there are other architects whose work has 
been of distinguished quality and has 
often won awards of one sort or another: 
Swanson Associates, Eberle Smith, Linn 
Smith Suren Pilafion, for a time Victor 
Gruen, and others. 

Wayne University has been a third 
academic magnet: not only has the rede­
sign of its campus by Pilafian, Yamasaki, 
and others been interesting; it has drawn 
to its faculty from time to time stimulating 

people, such as Buford Pickens. The In-
situte of Arts and the Society of Arts 
and Crafts have been strong cultural influ­
ences. Many artists, of varying abilities, 
have been attracted to the area. There are 
a number of local art-sponsoring and art-
appreciation groups. 

And finally, there has been a large 
volume of work to do in Detroit, through 
the prosperous periods. Around the auto­
mobile industry has gathered a huge array 
of suppliers, producers, dealers, law firms, 
advertising agencies, and so on—all poten­
tial clients. There is a great deal of archi­
tecture to see in Detroit, and the propor­
tion of outstandingly good things is almost 
unique among Am.erican cities. The Gen­
eral Motors Technical Center has been a 
must on architectural sightseeing tours 
for some time; now Yamasaki's Reynolds 
building is included, as is Gruen's North­
land Shopping Center. The newest attrac­
tion, of course, is the Lafayette-Gratiot 
high/low apartment group of Mies van der 
Rohe. There are other buildings that repay 
a visit, and they still include the elder 
Saarinen's development of Cranbrook, and 
some of the Kahn work. Finally, a list of 
present "influences" should not ignore the 
very salutary effect of Charles Blessing 
Director of the City Planning Commission 
on recent, current, and projected urban 
development. The Civic Center on the 
River, and the carefully thought-out urban 
renewal which w i l l connect wi th it, what­
ever the quality of individual buildings, 
has been carried through with his persist­
ence, and there is not an architect in the 
city, of any age, who does not give him 
credit for intelUgent a id and advice. 

The net result of a l l these influences, 
then, is that an unusual number of young 
architects are functioning in the Detroit 
area. Some of them are doing very well ; 
others ore having difficulties getting 
started. Some of them are doing outstand­
ingly good work; others, trying equally 
hard, seem so far to be producing routine 
design. Competition is tough, and there are 
some complaints (probably no more than 
anywhere else) of fee-slicing and other 
quasi-unethical practices. Among many of 
the newer firms there is friendly per­
sonal rapfx)rt, an interest in one another's 
progress, a common desire to maintain a 
high standard of performance. Tfiere are, 
of course, moves into and out of the area, 
and one senses a sort of restlessness 
among the group. What effect the projected 
move of Eero Saarinen's practice to Con­
necticut this fall w i l l have on the pheno­
menon we are reporting is problematical. 
(Although he has done little local work 
since General Motors, local people feel 
that there is a sort of "disloyalty " in his 
leaving). 

What follows, obviously, cannot be a 
full or fair report. Certain types of prac­
tice are shown; certain fiims are empha­
sized simply because they seem to indi­
cate directions more clearly than others. 
And some better-known of the younger 
group, whose work we have previously 
published or are planning to publish soon 
in more detail are mentioned here only 
briefly. This partial documentation of De­
troit's new generation seems useful, nev­
ertheless, as one slice of the tissue of 
U.S. architecture of the '60's that can, so 
to speak, be put under the microscope. 
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MICHIGAN ITEMS 

SPECIFICATIONS written by free­
lance specialist with long experience 
in best ofiices. Also typing and dupli­
cating. — C H E S L E Y A Y E R S . LOgan 
5-8688 

"DETROIT'S NEW GENERATION" is 
the title of a 28-page feature in the A u ­
gust, 1961 issue of Progressive Architec­
ture (see page 35). 

In an overall statement, Thomas H. 
Creighton, FAIA, editor of PA, gives a 
resume of Detroit architects and archi­
tecture, from ear ly Alber t Kahn and Eliel 
Saarinen down to the present, wi th em­
phasis on the younger men in the pro­
fession. Illustrating the article are ex­
amples of work by Eliel Saarinen, Eero 
Saarinen, Albert Kahn, Minoru Yama-
saki and Suren Pilafian. 

Featured are the works of Hawthorne 
& Schmiedeke, King & Lewis, Glen Paul­
sen & Associates, Tarapata-MacMahon 
Associates, Meathe, Kessler & Asso­
ciates, Olaf Hammerstrom (designer), 
Birkerts & Straub, Begrow & Brown, 
Robert Snyder Associates. 

A N I N V I T A T I O N to At tend the A I A 
Western Mountain Region Tenth Annua l 
Conference, at Reno, Nevada, as stated 
in the Arizona Architect: 

This year the conhision of separate 
tickets to various luncheons and din­
ners (including one dinner-show and 
a ladies' tour), is being avoided by 
issuing one ticket for corporate mem­
bers ($50) and one for associates, 
wives students and guest ($40). This 
includes registration and all sched­
uled events. Hotel reservations are 
separate. 

B ; r - L a w s R e v i s e d 
Revision of Mich igan Society of Arch i ­

tects by-laws have been completed, ap­
proved by the Institute a n d printed. They 
must next be submitted to the five A I A 
Chapters in Michigan. It is expected that 
the chapters w i l l act upon them by the 
end of the year. 

Principal changes have to do w i t h 
Michigan becoming a self-contained re­
gion of the Institute and apportionment 
of MSA directors f rom each Chapter. 

Charles H . MacMahon, Jr., A I A , So­
ciety First Vice President and Chai rman 
of its Administrative Study Committee, 
has been engaged on tliis matter for 
about two years. He and his Committee 
deserve great credit for having consum­
mated this difficult task. 

Duplicating of the by-laws was 
through the courtesy of Mr . Alber t 
Fuchs of The Multi-Color Company. 

Copies are avai lable to members of 
the Society, at no cost, at the office of 
The Society, 120 Madison Avenue, De­
troit 26, Mich. , w o o d w a r d 1-6700. 

SMITH, H I N C H M A N <S GRYLLS AS­
SOCIATES, INC., ARCHITECTS A N D 
ENGINEERS, of Detroit, have become 
affil iated with Associados Argentines of 
Buenos Aires, it is announced b y 
Robert F. Hastings, FAIA, President of 
SH & G. 

Associados Argentines is composed 
of Argentina's seven largest architect-
engineer f irms. 

"Tlie association was effected to en­
able us to obtain commissions in South 
America for the first t ime," said Hast­
ings. "We w i l l now be in practice on 
three continents—The U. S., A s i a a n d 
South America." 

FOR THE THIRD C O N S E C U T I V E 
YEAR, a team of architects f rom Mich i ­
gan has been awarded a major prize 
in a national design competition spon­
sored by a large bui ld ing materials pro­
ducer. The Ruberoid Co. announced to­
day that three Michigan architects, one 
from Detroit and two from A n n Arbor , 

have joint ly w o n thi rd prize of $2,500 
in the Thi rd A n n u a l Architects' Com­
petition which the company sponsors on 
behalf of its Mastic Tile Division. 

This year's wi rming Michigan team 
consists of John V. Sheoris, A I A , of the 
office of Harley, Ellington, Cowin a n d 
Stirton, Inc., Detroit, and W i l l i a m J. 
Johnson and Clarence Roy of Johnson-
Roy, A n n Arbor , ASLA. Last year, A l ­
fred I . Petrilli, of the Detroit architectural 
f i rm of Minoru Yamasaki & Associates, 
was co-winner of the g rand prize of 
510,000 In 1959, two architectural teams 
f rom Eero Saarinen & Associates, Birm­
ingham, Michigan, were a w a r d e d 
second and third prizes in the nat ional 
judging 

ERNEST J. KUMP, F A I A , a Palo A l t o 
California, architect, has been appointed 
adjunct professor of Architecture at Co­
lumbia University, Dean Charles R. Col­
bert of the School of Architecture has 
announced. 

Mr . Kump w i l l be the director of grad­
uate research at the School of Arch i ­
tecture. Also, he w i l l initiate a graduate 
program of study in the f ie ld of school 
p lanning and design, a f ie ld in w h i c h he 
is a recognized authority. 

A native of BakersviUe, Calif., M r . 
Kump was graduated f rom the Univer­
sity of Cal ifornia in 1932 wi th the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in Architecture. He 
received the Master of Architecture de­
gree at Harvard in 1937, the some yea r 
in wh ich he became a registered achi-
tect. 

Mr . Kump has lectured on architec­
tural subjects at a number of univer­
sities. He is a member of the A m e r i c a n 
Institute of Architects and was chair­
man of that organization's Nat ional Com­
mittee on School Building. He is a mem­
ber of the National Committee on Urban 
Plarming and Redevelopment of the 
A . I . A . Also, he is a member of the CJali-
f o m i a Council of Architects and the 
Amer ican Architectural Foundation. 

In addi t ion to his new appointment 
at Columbia, Mr . Kump w i l l continue i n 
the practice of architecture w i t h his f i r m . 

o f f e r i n g . . . 

a wide range of products a n d ser­
vices to architects who demand 
quality, service and dependabi l i ty 

Manufacturers .. . Diitribulors 

• Superiines 

• Bronzw and 
Aluminum 
Tablets 

• Cast and 
Fabricated 
Letters 

• Custom 
Designed 
Signs and 
Symbols 

• Traffic 
Control and 
Street Signs 

17131 Von Dyke Ave., Detreit 34, Mithigon TWinbroolc 2-6200 

C A R L S O N B R O T H E R S C O . 
Established 1890 

C O J W P L E T E S H E E T M E T A L S E R V I C E 

Sheet Metal For 
Life Sciences Research Center 
Hnililing 
Wayne State University 
Detroit, Michi;;an 

21600 W Y O M I N G . O A K P A R K 37, M I C H . • J O . 6-2320 
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G I F F E L S A N D R O S S E T T I , I N C . - A R C H I T E C T S & E N G I N E E R S 

ALL M ILLWORK 

FOR N E W 

U. S. POST O F F I C E BUILDING 

DETROIT, M I C H I G A N 

By McCAUSEY LUMBER COMPANY 
Established 1927 

7751 LYNDON A V E N U E , DETROIT 38, MICHIGAN 

UN. 1-2523 

Mow on standard concrete block- shapes •. 

l /8" THICK GLAZED FACES 

With the perfection of new S-G glass silica 
sand forming a continuous surface, 
SPECTRA-GLAZE exceeds requirements of 
ASTM-C-126 for glazed surfaces. However, 
the glaze of SPECTRA-GLAZE units is more 
than just a surface. It's a full eighth-inch thick 
—the same all the way through. 

(D Sea S W E E T ' S CATALOG Ag/Ba for details or writs 
for "Constructiori Deta i ls" and " T e s t R e p o r t s . " 

MFG. 
BY 

INCORPORATED 

4500 Aure l ius Road 
Lansing, Michigan 

Anoffier Example of Racine Custom Craftsmanship 

EXTRUDED A L U M I N U M S C R E E N W I T H 
W A L N U T INSERTS. D E S I G N E D BY. A N D 
F A B R I C A T E D A N D E R E C T E D F O R 

W. B. Ford Associates, Inc. 
offices at 600 Woodward Avenue , 

Deffoif 
• • • 

Custom-produced, precision-built creations 
for architecture in brass or bronze, alumi­
num, and steel—interior and exterior. 

RACINE CUSTOM METALWORK COMPANY 
6463 E. Warren Avenue, Detroit 7, Michigan 

Phone: Area 313; 921-6570 

J O H N E. GREEN C O . 
I N C O R P O R A T E D 

Our 52nd Year 

M E C H A N I C A L C O N T R A C T O R S 

PLUMBING, HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING 

A N D VENTILATING, FIRE PROTECTION, COLD 

ROOMS AND CONSTANT TEMPERATURE ROOMS 

FOR LIFE SCIENCES RESEARCH CENTER BUILD­

ING, W A Y N E STATE UNIVERSITY, DETROIT, 

M ICHIGAN 

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n TOwnsend 8-2400 
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H a v e Y o n H e a r d ? 

BY 

EDNA 

MORISON 

October has arr ived like a gypsy, 
robed in scarlet and gold w i t h a touch 
of emerald green for accent. 'Tis a bri l ­
liant month, f u l l of warmth and encour­
agement to carry us through the chills 
of the winter season. 

Mrs. Edwin F. Noth, program chair­
man for W A L D , has planned a bril l iant 
program for each month. The tentative 
plans are as fol lows: 

October 17th—Archives of Amer ican 
Art . 

November 21st—Third annual Christ­
mas Bazaar—Armchair tour of South 
America. 

December 12th or 19lh—Exact date 
and program to be announced—Christ­
mas Exchange, 

January 16, 19662—Dorothy Draper, 
Celeanese Corp. Decorating Ideas. 

February 20—Ligia Bieliukas, Pres. 

Baltic Council in Exile—"Guard Wel l 
The Key." 

March 20—Mrs. L loyd D. Sprague, 
Sec. Wor ld Education Inc. "New Pat­
terns in Ancient Culture." 

A p r i l 17—Women Winners of the No­
bel Prize in Literature. 

May 19—Annual Husband's Night 
party. 

Wi th the exception of M a y , a l l pro­
grams are scheduled for the THIRD 
Tuesday of each month at the Women's 
City Club of Detroit. 

Mrs. Philip N . Youtz, Chairman of Bid-
die House Furnishings Committee for 
W A L D , gave a most interesting program 
with her comprehensive report on the 
Progress of Biddle House. For those of 
you who missed the opening meeting, 
on September 19th, we are now a w e l l 
organized group wi th a real purpose and 
meaning behind a l l the fund raising pro­
jects. ARTICLE I I of our constitution 
states: "The purpose of this organiza­
tion is to advance the architectural pro­
fession, to create greater public interest 
in the profession, and to promote friend­
ship and unity wi th in the group." This 
has been accomplished tlirough W A L D 
participation In the Biddle House Resto­
ration. 

TRAVEL NOTES: From the "grape­
vine" were able to track down the 
"whereabouts" of some of our members 
this summer. Mr . and Mrs. Robert 
Blakeslee went to New York, Montreal, 

New Haven Conn, and Quebec. Mr . a n d 
Mrs. Ernest Dellar traveling north, sur­
prised campers Mr. and Mrs . L a V e m 
Nelsen at Otsego Lake State Park and 
Ernie was g lad that V e m was there 
'cause it cost h im 50c to get Into the 
park! Mr . and Mrs. Gerald Dlehl went 
to Niagara Falls, Mrs. Edwin F. Noth 
to M i a m i for the G F W C Convention, 
Mr . and Mrs. Philip N . Youtz to Lake 
Superior on the Ontario, Canada side, 
Mr . and Mrs. Fred Schoettley to the Po-
cono Mountains in New York , kissln' 
cousin Fred being Grand Commander 
of Detroit Commandry No. 1 a n d the first 
Architect in 110 years to h o l d such a 
position! A n d last but b y no means least 
and the ones that t ravel led the farthest: 
Mr. and Mrs . Herbert Johe f lew to Por­
tugal and Spain. 

The b i rd cal led the STORK was trav­
eling too: Congratulations to Lorraine 
and Hurless Bankes — Becky ar r ived 
August 16th. Gladys and Ralph Ham-
mett's third grandson Frank Brovm A l l e n 
arr ived July 23. Mar ie and Ted Noth's 
fourth grandson was named Christopher 
Joseph Noth. 

Don't forget our October 17lh meeting 
—Luncheon at the Women's Ci ty Club, 
12:30 p.m. Make your reservations ear ly! 

W e know everyone Is busy but Ben­
jamin Franklin says "Let a l l you r things 
have their places; let each par t of y o u r 
business have its time." Support W A L D 
and give your time on Ihe thi rd Tuesday 
of each month. 

L E T T E R S 

fCont inued from Page 3) 

BULLETIN: 

Thank you for your appreciation of 
the value of ethics. 

I am enclosing an unused chapter of 
a recent brochure of Voorhees Walker 
Smith & Haines regarding seventy-five 
years of past history of the f i r m . You 
are privileged to use It as y o u w i l l . 

I look forward to the A I A Month ly 
Bulletin of the Michigan Society of 
Architects even though I a m no longer 
pr ideful of membership In that organi­
zation. 1 have a lways thought the Bul­
letin admirably edited.—RALPH W A L ­
KER 

TO OBY OBRYON: 
Here w g are back In Washington wi th 

many fond memories of our wonderfu l 
experience at the M S A summer Con-
centlon. 

V i and I want to thank y o u and Sue 
for your grand hospitality. Be sure and 
tell your MSA members that we think 
they are a grand bunch of people. 

Just to prove to y o u how much of the 
Michigan accent I picked up, I offer the 
fol lowing: 

There was a young l ady f rom 
Mackinac 

W h o liked to fight wi th her 
Grandpac 

Wl ien he clobbered her jac 

She just said hoc hoc 
A n d took the last plane for Saglnac! 

W I L L I A M H. SCHIECK, A I A 

BULLETIN: 
Thank y o u for p rov id ing a page i n 

the forthcoming Bulletin to announce 
the Alden Dow Architectural Exhibi t ion 
sponsored by the M i d l a n d A r t Associ­
ation. 

I am supplying Mr . Les Tlncknel l , A I A , 
our Chapter correspondent, w i t h more 
details about the Exhibition for inclusion 
on the Saginaw Val ley Chapter page of 
the BuUethi. 

W e hope to see y o u at the Archi tects 
Reception Sunday afternoon, October 8. 
—ROBERT GENE BELL, A I A , % A l d e n B. 
Dow, 415 Post Street,( M i d l a n d . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Tlncknell stated 
that, since the Saginaw Valley Chapter 
had held no meetings during the sum­
mer, he had no report, and he did not 
jurnish the further information about 
the Dow Exhibition. Further details 
may be obtained from Mr. Bell. 

(See Page 41) 
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I N D U S T R Y F U N D 

WILLIAM J . RETTENMIER 

Executive Secretary 

SHEET 
METAL 
CONTRACTORS 

A S S O C I A T I O N OF DETROIT 

2631 W o o d w a r d A v e . • Room 224 M c K e r c h e y B u i l d i n g 

D e t r o i t 1, M i c h i g a n • T e l e p h o n e : W O o d w a r d 3 - 1 2 0 9 

MEMBER 

ALL INTERIOR MARBLE 

FOR N E W U. S. POST O F F I C E BLDG. 

DETROIT, M I C H I G A N 

MARBLE INSTITUTE O F AMERICA. INC. 

W O L V E R I N E M A R B L E C O . 
D O M E S T I C & IMPORTED MARBLES F O R A L L FINE BUILDING P R O J E C T S 

BENJ. A. CAPP 
President 

G R A N I T E — SLATE — M A R K W A 

Service 
Since 
1923 

Resi l ient Flooring 
I n New United States Post Office 
Detroit^ Mieliigan 

B Y 

O F F I C E & F A C T O R Y 

I 42 69 F L E M I N G A V E . 

A T D E T . T. R. R. 

D E T R O I T 12. M I C H I G A N 

T O w n s e n d 8 - 7 1 1 3 

B A U E R - F O S T E R , F L O O R S , INC. 
1 0 4 0 1 L o n d o n A v e n u e • D e t r o i t 3 8 , M i c h i g a n • W E b s t e r 3 - 3 6 2 3 
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[ T H E M I D L A N D A R T A S S O C I A T I O N P R E S E N T S A N E X H I B I T I O N 

H E A R C H I T E C T U R E O F A L D E N B D O W 

f E P T . 2 5 - O C T . 2 1 . 1 9 6 1 G R A C E A . D O W M E M O R I A L L I B R A R Y 
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M . A . S A N T O R O , I N C . 

Illii! 

LATHING AND PLASTERING C O N T R A C T O R 

FOR LIFE SCIENCES RESEARCH CENTER BUILDING 

W A Y N E STATE UNIVERSITY. DETROIT. M ICHIGAN 

6730 E. McNICHOLS ROAD. , DETROIT 12, MICHIGAN 

TWinbrook 3-2500 

MODERNFOLD PARTITIONS 
FOR NEW U. S. POST OFFICE BUILDING, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

Furnished By 
MODERNFOLD DOOR SALES CO. 

UN 4-2664 17209 Wyoming Avenue, Detroit 21 , Michigan 

A . M . A R T M E T A L , I N C . 
FURNISHED ALL ORNAMENTAL METAL 
O N LIFE SCIENCES RESEARCH CENTER BUILDING 

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

11350 Schaefer Road, Detroit 27, Michigan • WE 3-2653 

GLASS AND GLAZING 
FOR NEW U. S. POST OFFICE, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

B Y A M E R I C A N G L A S S C O M P A N Y 

3156 E a s t W o o d b r i d g e Street. Detroit 7, Michigan 

LOrci in 8-1060 

S E R V I N G A R C H I T E C T S A N D G E N E R A L C O N T R A C T O R S F O R O V E R F O R T Y - F I V E Y E A R S 

A L L L A B O R A T O R Y EQUIPMENT 
F O R L I F E S C I E N C E S R E S E A R C H CENTER BUILDING 
W A Y N E STATE UNIVERSITY, DETROIT. MICHIGAN 

FURNISHED BY 
OGLESBY EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
20356 GRAND RIVER AVENUE, DETROIT 19, MICHIGAN • KE 3-8740 

Hl|||||||||||||||||||||||!l||||||!!!||!!l|| 

Sime* 79 

ROOFING COMPANY, INC 
551 E. VBtNOR HWY. • DETROIT 
D. W. CANDLER • 

R O O F I N G AND 
SHEET METAL 
WORK 
INDUSTRIAL AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
NEW R O O F S -
ASPHALT 
SHINGLES 
COMPLETE 
R O O F I N G AND 
SHEET METAL 
REPAIRS FOR 
OVER 82 YEARS 
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F L I N T A R E A C H A P T E R , A . I . A . 
Official Publication of the Flint Area Chapter of The American Institute of Architects 

CLIFFORD E. GIBBS. President. 5227 S. Dort 
Highway, Flint 7 

THOMAS J . SEDGEWICK, Vice President. 
168 Robt. T. Longway Blvd., Flint 3 

Robert S. GAZALL, Secretary. 602 Mar­
quette Flint 4 

GERALD E. HARBURN, Treasurer. G-4041 
Beecher Road, Flint 4 

JAMES E. TOMBLINSON, Director, 5227 S. 
Dort Highway, Flint 7 

By 
ROBERT S. 
GAZALL, AIA 
Chapter Correspondent 

The Chapter's Awards , Scholarship 
and AUied Arts Committee under the 
chairmanship of S. A . Nurmi , A I A w i l l 
judge a l l entries i n the A n n u a l Awards 
Program on October 2nd a n d 3rd. The 
Awards w i l l be presented at the Chapter 
dinner meeting scheduled for October 
3, 1961. The purpose of the Awards Pro­
gram is to recognize and publicize good 
design by Chapter members. 

O n October 9th, 1961 the Flint A r e a 
Chapter and Saginaw Val ley Chapter 
w i l l participate in a joint meeting wi th 
the Producers Council at the Durant Ho­
tel Ball Room in Flint. The program 

opens at 5:45 wi th a review of the table 
top displays a n d social hour. Dinner w i l l 
be served at 7:00 p.m. Eugene Hannum, 
President of the Producers Council, has 
scheduled a program for the evening. 
The meeting is open to a l l Flint a n d 
Saginaw area A I A members, associates, 
office, f ield and administrat ive em­
ployees. 

The Chapter w i l l participate in the 
Annua l Career Day Program of the lo­
cal high schools. A n exhibit ion is plan­
ned and speakers on the subject of Arch­
itecture w i l l be provided f rom the Chap­
ter membership to a l l programs review­
ing the academic and professional qua-
lificaUons of the architect. Dale Duomela 
and Deane Truesdale w i l l act as Co-
Chairmen for the October 30th to No­
vember 2nd program. 

S. A . Nurmi, A I A , President of Nurmi , 
Nelson, and Associates, Inc., Architects, 

415 Lewis Street, Flint, announces the 
appomtment of Mr . Henry N . Rose as a 
member of the f i rm, effective immedia­
tely. Mr . Rose is an associate member of 
the Flint Area Chapter and a 1950 grad­
uate of the University of M i c h i g a n w i t h 
a degree in electrical engineering. He 
became registered in M i c h i g a n i n 1960 
as an electrical engineer. M r . Rose re­
sides at 2213 Welch Blvd, Flint a n d has 
been employed wi th the f i r m for almost 
three years. Prior to his employment 
wi th the f i rm, Mr . Rose was engaged i n 
various capacities as an electrical engi­
neer-in-training. A u l d i n H . Nelson, A I A , 
is Vice-President of the f i r m . M r . N u r m i 
has practiced arcliitecture as a p r i n c i p a l 
i n Flint for more than fif teen years . Cur­
rently, the f i r m has more than f i ve m i l ­
l ion dollars of work in a l l stages of de­
sign and construction, w h i c h includes 
commercial , residential, a n d educa t iona l 
projects. The f i r m has been loca ted i n 
its new offices since the first of the year . 

IB U I L D E I I S & TU An ML US E X € I I A I \ <; E O F D E I I I O I T 

E X C H A N G E TO C O M M E M O R A T E 
75th ANNIVERSARY 
WITH DINNER-DANCE 

The Builders' and Traders' Exchange 
of Detroit, in commemoration of its sev­
enty-fifth year of continuous service to 
Michigan's construction industry, w i l l 
sponsor a dirmer-dance Saturday, Octo­
ber 28, 1961 at the Latin Quarter 3067 
Grand Boulevard, Detroit. 

It was in 1886 that a group of the 
leaders of the construction industry in 
Detroit founded the Ejcchange. The or­
ganization was incorporated in 1891 
under a special enabling act passed that 
year b y the Legislature. Its members 
numbered somewhat less than f i f ty . To­
d a y it is the largest organization of its 
kind with a membership of near ly six­
teen hundred firms. 

The Entertainment Committee of the 
Exchange has arranged an excellent 

program for the evening. There w i l l be 
a cocktail hour beginning at 7:00 p .m. 
which w i l l feature musical entertain­
ment by strolling musicians. The dinner 
menu w i l l be highlighted by roast p r ime 
ribs of beef. Dance music w i l l be pro­
vided by Frank Paul and his Orchestra, 
one of the finest dance bands i n the 
Midwest. There w i l l be favors for a l l the 
ladies and several valuable door prizes. 
This is an innovation in Exchange acti­
vities and promises to provide a memo­
rable occasion. 

Space is limited and reservations 
should be made as soon as possible. 
Tickets are available at the Off ice of 
the Exchange, 2210 Park Avenue, Detroit 
or phone W O . 2-5500. The cost is twenty-
two dollars per couple. Dress is optional . 

JANE COOPER RETIRES 

One of the best known women i n the 
construction industry ended forty-two 
years of service to that industry w h e n 
she retired from the Builders' & Traders' 
Exchange of Detroit on September 1st. 

lane Cooper had been a member of 
the staff of the Exchange since 1919. For 

the past several years, as supervisor 
of the Ebcchange plan room, she met a n d 
worked wi th practically every sub-con­
tractor and material supplier i n south­
eastern Michigan . 

During her years wi th the organiza­
tion. Miss Cooper took an active par t i n 
the growth of Detroit a n d the construc­
tion of most of the city's industr ial , com­
mercial and institutional bu i ld ings . 

She has seen the growth of the Ex­
change from 200 members i n 1919 to the 
largest organization of its k i n d i n the 
country wi th almost 1600 members to­
day. 

Through her constant contact w i t h 
members of the Exchange and the a r ch i ­
tects whose plans she handled i n the 
administration of the p lan room. M i s s 
Cooper kept her f inger on the pulse of 
the industry and became an au thor i ty 
on construction being planned, f i g u r e d , 
and under construction. 

Miss Cooper w i l l move to Pompano 
Beach, Fla. 

Jane Cregan, formerly on the C i t y 
News Staff, has replaced Miss Cooper 
as Plan Room Supervisor. 
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M . DEN BRAVEN 
established 1912 

SHEET METAL 
VENTILATING 
AIR CONDIT ONING 9080 Alpine Avenue 

Detroit 4, Michigan 

WE. 3-7494-5-6 

THE DUNN-RAINEY CO. m a n u f a c t u r e r s 

D U R A - G L A Z E Elastic 
Glazing Compounds 

M I R A C L E - G L A Z E Elastic 
Glazing Compounds 

D U R A - S E A L Elastic 
Caulking Compounds 

" T H E A D M I R A L " 
Marine Seam Compounds 

4 4 6 1 W . J e f f e r s o n A v e . D e t r o i t 9 , M i c h i g a n 

Sealing Tapes 

Sealing Compounds 

Putty 

Specialties 

T e l e p h o n e T A . 5 - 7 1 5 6 

Michigan 
Dri l l ing Co. 

FOR 

Soil Test 
Borings 
For Foundation 
and Other 
Structures 

Complete 
Laboratory Testing 

Diamond Core 
Drilling 

14555 Wyoming Avenu 
Detroit 38, Michigan 
WEbster 3-8717 

ALUMINUM AND ARCHITECTURAL METALS CO. 
F U R N I S H E D M I S C E L L A N E O U S I R O N F O R LIFE S C I E N C E S R E S E A R C H C E N T E R B U I L D I N G . W A Y N E STATE UNIVERSITY 

DETROIT. M I C H I G A N 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S M E T A L A N D O R N A M E N T A L M E T A L W O R K 
A L U M I N U M , B R O N Z E , A N D S T A I N L E S S S T E E L 
STEEL S T A I R S 
1 9 7 4 F r a n k l i n S t r e e t . D e t r o i t 7 . M i c h i g a n • L O r a i n 7 - 6 8 8 0 

IVelsoii 
Company 
PLUMBING 
HEATING & 
AIR CONDIT IONING 
SUPPLIES 

WHOLESALE 

Beautiful Plumbing Display Room 

Available for Architects and 

Their Clients 

M A I N O F F I C E 
a n d 

D I S P L A Y R O O M 

8880 HUBBELL AVE. . DETROIT 28 
BRoadway 3-4600 

R O Y A L O A K 

G R O S S E P O I N T E 

A N N A R B O R 

F « » r i i i s F«»r D e c e m b e r O e o ^ r a p l i i e a l R o s t e r I s s u e 

C L O S E X O V E I ^ I I I E R F I R S T 
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AlliliirECTOI^ItJS 
Official Publication of the Western Michigan Chapter of The American Institute of Architects 

GORDON A . BELSON. President. 152 Oak-
lawn Ave., BaHle Creek 

ROBERT C. SMITH. Vice President. 1704 
White Road, Kalamazoo 

GEORGE N . WILLIAMS. Secretary. 6 1 6 
Post Building, Battle Creek 

ROBERT L. W O L D . Treasurer, 3261 Spring 
Brook Drive, NW, Comstock Park 

F. G O R D O N CORNWELL. Director Ander-
son Building, Traverse City 

BRICE McMILLAN. Director. 345 State 
Street. Grand Rapids 

CLAUDE D. SAMPSON, Director, 115 
Fourth Street, Jackson 

By 
lAY H. 
VOLKERS, AIA 
Chapter Correspondent 

After exhausiing all the customary 
news sources concerning the collective 
activities of our West Michigan Chapter 
members, this reporter was impressed 
by the news vacuum during the sum­
mer months. 

Most of the news tips during the past 

summer months seem to fall under the 
category of "par," or "birdie," or "slice," 
or "bogie," or some other such term 
presumably foreign to cur professional 
vocabulary. What I'm suggesting is that 
if this page were entitled "Sports" rather 
than "Architectonics',, we would have 
no difficulty producing reams of copy 
describing our golfing antics 

Plans are well under way, however, 
for our September Chapter meeting 
scheduled for Monday evening, Septem­
ber 11 According to Chairman of the 
Day, George Savage, of Grand Rapids, 
it will be a joint meeting with the MSA 
Board which will be meeting at the Penn 

Club in Grand Rapids on that same day. 
The meeting has been planned as a 
general information or "bull-session" 
meeting, giving al l Chapter members an 
opportunity to ask questions, discuss 
problems and "let their hair down." 
Members will be informed, by direct 
mail, of the place of this meeting. 

A panel of five speakers will discuss 
Institute and Society activities and prob­
lems. The speakers wil l be: C. A. 
OBryon, MSA President; C. H. MacMa-
hon, Jr., Isl Vice President; H. C. Allison, 
2nd Vice President; C. E. Harris, 3rd 
Vice President; and Linn Smith, Michi­
gan Regional Director of the AIA. 

DETROIT'S OLDEST 
BUSINESS FIRM 

WOODWARD 1-7814 

PROPERTY, ARCHITECTURAL AND UTILITY SURVEYS 

AND VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL CONTROL DURING 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW U. S. POST OFFICE, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

G E O R G E J E R O M E & C O . 
C I V I L E N G I N E E R S & S U R V E Y O R S 
1 4 3 7 F I R S T N A T I O N A L B U I L D I N G 
D E T R O I T 2 6 , M I C H I G A N 

B O N D E D G U A R D S E R V I C E S , I N C 

UNIFORMED POLICE • Thomas J . Zack, Gen. Mgr. 

SALUTES BARTON-MALOW CO. . GENERAL CONTRACTORS. FOR THE SUC­

CESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE NEV/ UNITED STATES POST OFFICE BUILDING. 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN WHICH WAS GUARDED BY US THROUGHOUT ITS 

CONSTRUCTION 

' ' M i c h i g a n ' s L a r g e s t S u p p l i e r o f N e w C o n s t r u c t i o n G u a r d s ' ' 

44! EAST GRAND BOULEVARD, DETROIT 7. M I C H I G A N • L O R A I N 8-4150 
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PALMER-SMITH COMPANY 
G E N E R A L B U I L D E R S 

TEMPLE 3-2114 
415 BRAINARD STREET 
DETROIT I, MICHIGAN 

r 
Manufaclureis . . . Conliactors 

J7MACK 
C E N T E R 

• PUSnC • POUCtHIN £hAM£l 
p SI»INl£SS • HSWMIEO UITERS 
I «LUMINUM . C«ST lEnERS 
• SEON . MAIHIlNANCt 

LONG SIGN CO. 
TRINITY 1-5477 

FORD 

KNOERLE, GRAEF, BENDER & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Concrete Mixed Designs, 
Inspecting & Testing for 
U. S. Post Office, Detroit 

QUALITY CONTROL DIVISION 
INSPECTING & TESTING: CONCRETE ASPHALTIC PRODUCTS 
SOILS, CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

DETROIT OFFICE & LABORATORY 
1620 W. Lafayette Blvd. 
Detroit 16, Michigan 
woodward 2-0686 

BAIT/MORE - CH/CAGO - SAIT l A K l CITY 

"There is no substitute for Quality" 

T H E E T T L C O M P A N Y 

Furnished 
Lobby Desks 
Lobby Bulletin Directory 
Boards and Showcases 
In U. S. Post Office 
Detroit, Michigan 

1921-31 NORTH TWELFTH STREET 
TOLEDO 2, OHIO • PHONE: CH 3-1174 

Specialists in Store Fixtures for Over 60 Years 

C L E A N 
F L O O R S 
B E G I N A T 
Y O U R 
D O O R S 

WITH 

miracle mat 
An exciting new mechanical mat that will 
save you hours of floor care time . . . and 
replacement dollars, too! 
Up through the sturdy aluminum grill come 
thousands of power-driven brushes to scrub 
shoe bottoms . . . automatically! 
Proven by use in industry . . . specified by 
outstanding architects . . . easy to install . . . 
maintenance free. 

For 
complete information 
write 

PROGRESSIVE ENGINEERING CO. 
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN 

m i r a c 
m a t 

Transit Mixed 
Concrete 
Face Brick 
Sand and Gravel 
Complete Line of 
Building Supplies 
and Agents for 
Ceco Steel Sash 

[JOICE B U I L D E R ' S SUPPLY 
Manufacturers of Brick 

545 TELEGRAPH ROAD 

Block — Concrete 
PONTIAC 19, MICHIGAN 

FEDERAL 5-8186 

BEN T. YOUNG COMPANY 
WATERPROOFING CONTRACTORS 

Applied acres of Twinsburgh-
Miller's effective, high ductility 
Glaslam membrane waterproof­
ing under traffic decks of new 
U. S . Post O f f i c e B u i l d i n g , 

Detroit, Michigan 

FOR INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL. 

19929 Exeter Ave., Detroit 3, Michigan • TW. 3-8272 
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Products; 

C<»lorful ^lasoiirj 
The Greater Detroit area now has on 

opportunity to add more beauty and 
color to its structures and to the City 
by the use of a mill-mixed colored ma­
sonry cement, of the Brand Name "FLA­
MINGO." 

COLORED FLAMINGO MOTAR is a 
mill-mixed mortar where the coloring 
pigments, cement and hydrualic lime 
ore ground and mixed together by mo­
dern procedure to guarantee a delivered 
product, uniform in shade throughout. 
The color is permanent. Hundreds of 
carefully developed and coded formulas 
have been developed in the thirty years 
of colored mortar production. The pro­
duct is complete and requires the addi­
tion of only sand and water to produce 
a colored mortar with super water-re-
pellant qualities, simple for the mason. 

A good example of the use of colored 
mortar would be in contemporary 
building designs where a monolithic ef­
fect is gained with a mortar that matches 
the color of the brick. A demonstration 
of this is the Wayne State University 
Buildings. It is also a design tool for the 
architect to create panel effects by vary­
ing the mortar color, and various other 
design effects. COLORED FLAMINGO 
MORTAR now makes it possible to 
match the mortar color of an existing 
building so the addition has a continued 
color continuity. This is a custom service 
for architects and builders. 

This service will allow the architects 
and masons to design and construct 
masonry walls of greater color and 
beauty. As the surface area of the aver­
age brick wall is composed of 78 per­
cent brick and 22 percent mortar joint, 
the ability to eliminate the usual gray 
colored mortar and replace with a more 
complimentary or matching color of the 
brick will give a more pleasing and co­
lorful wall surface, a more attractive ma-
sonary unit, a more beautiful building. 

Sam Burtman, of the Century Brick 
Company, one of the leaders in promo­
tion of face brick in the Detroit area, has 
been interested in this colorful approach 
to masonry surfaces for many years, 
and has arranged to be the sales agent 
and distributor for the complete line of 
COLORED FLAMINGO MASONRY CE­
MENT, manufactured by the Riverton 
Lime and Stone Co., Inc., Riverton, Vir­
ginia. 

Century Brick Company will be 
happy to supply anyone with additional 
information and samples of the various 
colors. 

Golf and Bowling 
The Detroit Architectural Golf League 

is winding up its ninth season October 
10th at Dearborn Country Club. 

To celebrate a very eventful and suc­
cessful season, the League is arrang­
ing a dinner-dance November 4th at 
Plum Hollow Golf & Country Club. 

Aside from the entertainment a re­
nowned orchestra will play for dancing. 
A cocktail hour with music and enter­
tainment will precede the banquet. 

Architects interested in attending 
should call Jim Power at WO 2-2940 for 
ticket information. 

Other interesting features of this din­
ner dance will be the distribution of 
league trophies, door prizes to members 
and guests, the opportunity to meet the 
current league beauty queen. Miss 
D.A.G.L. and other important architec­
tural dignitaries. 

One of the most unusual events of the 
current season was the "shot-gun" meet, 
August 14th at Red Run Country Club. 
Approximately 104 members tee'd off 
simultaneously at the sound of a distant 
shot-gun blast, and all members finished 
approximately at the same time. League 
golfers seemed to enjoy this novel out­
ing and indications are a repeat may be 
attempted next season. 

Officers of the League are George 
Somners, President; Ben Rollason, Vice-
President; Gene Majka, Secretary; Bill 
Caswell, Treasurer. 

Committee chairmen are Chuck Mar­
tin, Membership; Rex Rokicki, Rules; 
Dick Miller, Tournament; Jim Power, 
Entertainmeni; Art Lewis, Finance. 

For banquet tickets call Jim Power at 
WO. 2-2940. 

As the golf season slowly fades away, 
the Bowling League becomes ever ac­
tive. 

The Detroit Architectural Bowling 
League started its 40th year Friday, 
September 8th at Olympic Lanes. 

New officers for the current season 
are Don Peters, President; Russ Slimmon, 
Vice-President; Earl Clatterbuck, Secre­
tary; Bill Covey, Treasurer. 

A forty-three-ton Mcryco-Weitz telescop­
ing tower crane, the first in the area 
and the second in the United States, has 
been put in service by Barton-Malow 
Co.. Detroit general contractors, at the 
$18,000,000 AUen Park Water Filtration 
Plant project (Baltozor Korab photo). 

One of the most unusual features of 
the tower crane is a telescoping erec­
tion screw which permits boom working 
heights from 55 feet to 328 feet. The 
crone tower which is seven feet eight 
inches square and can be installed in 
an elevator shaft is generally built to a 
height of 55 feet first. Then as additional 

height is needed, the power driven 
screw jacks up the center mast and 
boom, and 22 foot tower sections are 
added. 

Erection of the tower crane at the Al­
len Park job, required three days, and 
it is mounted on steel rails. The crane 
is being used at the 55 foot height on 
this project. It moves under its own po­
wer delivering concrete and reinforcing 
steel into various areas of the project 
not readily accessible to trucks, conven­
tional cranes or concrete buggies. It can 
also be used as a stationary crane on 
other jobs or quickly converted into a 
climbing crane by adding guide frames 
to building floors. It is especially suited 
to a job of such magnitude and limited 
accessibility as the Allen Park Water 
Filtration job. 

The boom of the Tower Crane slews 
around 360°. It is 98 feet long, the coun­
ter weight jib 48 feet, and the maximum 
heights under the trolley hook is 328 
feet. It wil l lift 5000# at a 98 foot radius, 
8,800# at a 65 foot 7 inch radius, and 
13,200# at a 49 foot 2 inch radius. The 
crane can travel under load. 
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Hiilletin 
Board 

AN AMERICAN who has just returned 
from a visit to China reports that a sign 
in a factory in Shanghai translated hke 
this: "When boys and girls cooperate 
production goes much faster." 

AS INDIVIDUALS and as a profession, 
we could use some of the classic con-
fidencts of the Texas ranger who came 
alone because he understood that there 
was only one riot. 

I HAVE A LETTER from Dr. Arthur H. 
Klawans of Chicago, who, as an obste­
trician and gynecologist, is bothered by 
the Do-Not-Write-In-This-Space matter, 
except his problem is different: he has 
to write in spaces. He says: 

" I get a big kick out of some of the 
insurance forms I am called upon to 
complete." These forms, it seems, are 
nothing but boxes and spaces that need 
to be filled in. 

"My gripe is that many of the forms 
state 'AH questions must be answered.' 
Thus I ame forced not to leave any 
blank boxes. You can't win. Dealing 
only with female patients and most 
often pregnant ones, I am tempted to 
insert in the 'Sex' space the word 'yes.' 
And what would you suggest I do with 
the 'When - Did - the - Accident - Occur?' 
box?" 

At least, that's what I ihink Dr. Kla­
wans wrote me. His letter is long-hand. 
He was thoughtful enough to add a P.S.: 
"If you can't read this take it to the 
nearest pharmacist." — SATURDAY RE­
VIEW 

AND IT LOOKS AS IF MARY BECK 
is going to have a heck of a time put­
ting Old City Hall together again. 

MOTELS are getting to be as popular 
as miniature golf courses use to be. 

A MAN CAN USUALLY TELL what 
kind of time he is having at a cocktail 
party by the lock on his wife's face. 

A FARMER, asked what he thought 
of prohibition, replied, "Well, it's better 
than no liquor at all ." 

PATRON TO WAITER: "You seem to 
be in a hurry to get away." Answer: 
"Yes, I have to go out 'o get something 
to eat before the other places close." 

BAD ADVICE —One young thing to 
another as they watch the bride and 
groom leaving the church: "She's the 
one who advised me to play hard-to-
get with him." 

YOU'VE HEARD OF THE SPEAKER 
who needs no introduction, but what 
about the introduction that needs no 
speaker? 

SAVE MONEY, it may be valuable 
again sometime. 

A RECENT BIG CONFERENCE broke 
up with the presiding officer declaring: 
"Now let's keep our ears to the ground 
and see which way the wind blows." 

LEFTY GOMEZ, former baseball pitch­
er, is now a famous after-dinner speaker. 
He is inclined to exaggerate about his 
hitting, however. He said he once got 
on third base, and said !o the third base 
coach, " I think I can steal home." the 
coach replied: "Listen Gomez, it took 
you 13 years to get on third base. Don't 
louse it up now." 

A GARDEN CLUB ANNOUNCED the 
forthcoming visit of a celebrated bota­
nist: 

"He will discuss trees, and conduct 
the ladies on a short walk through the 
park, identifying them by their shapes 
3 n d characteristics." 

DIZZY DEAN has become immortal 
because of some of his Deanism: When 
looking at an alligator in a window: 
"You know, they say them darn things 
lie dormitory all winter." 

My mind must have been in a tran­
som at the time. 

The runners went back to their res­
pectable bases. 

A ball is "farred" over to second. 
Sometimes it "Karms" off an infield-

er's glove. 
Conference held in the middle of the 

"diament." 
That loads the Dodgers fulla bases. 
He resembles Crosetti like he used to 

look. 
Birdie Tebbetts is 'Birdie' because he's 

always ahollerin like a little old Kinairy 
bird. 

Of a catch deep in center field: "Holy 
cow! He caught it with his back in front 
of the pitcher's mound." 

THE INFORMATION OFFICER at the 
Blytheville Air Force Base ran an in­
formation poll after the last U.S. space 
shot. The question: "Who is Virgil Gris-
som?" 

One answer was thought-provoking: 
'"He is a real nice guy. He used to be 
my milk man." 

HE CAME FROM NEW YORK, where 
he was hailed by thousands—he drove 
a taxi. 

COMMENT FROM ZSA ZSA GABOR: 
" I don't take gifts from perfect strangers 
but then, nobody is perfect." 

FAMOUS COMEDIAN recalls his 
childhood: "At school everybody hated 
me because I was too popular." 

SATURDAY WEATHER FORECAST: 
Fair and warmer today, followed by 
Sunday late tonight. 
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eye opener 
for Ex-Cell-0 
Corporation 
Good lighting is as important to Ex-Cell-O's 
high quahty products as are the machines 
used in production. Recently, a specially 
designed lighting system for the company's 
new assembly department, devoted to its 
line of optical gaging equipment, started a 
new trend in high level mercury lighting. 
Faster assembly, improved visual comfort 
and low maintenance costs resulted. Quality 
control and continuous product inspection, 
during each stage of manufacture of 
Ex-Cell-0 Contour Projectors, are facilitated 
by the new lighting. And Ex-Cell-O is plan­
ning relighting of other departments along 
similar lines. 

To help you determine exactly how your 
plant lighting measures up to today's more 
critical illumination standards, we will team 
up with your plant engineer and electrical 
contractor for a lighting survey. Start now 
with a call to Edison. I n metropolitan 
Detroit, the number's WO 2-2100, Ext. 3461. 
Elsewhere, call your Edison office. 

DETROIT EDISON 

f . 

INNOVATION. Mercury vapor lamps, formerly 
restricted to high ceiling areas, can now be effectively 

used under low ceilings as shown in Ex-Cell-O's optical 
gage assembly department in its Highland Park i)lant. 



Gif fe ls and Rossett i . Arch i lec ts . Engineers 

U. S. Post Office . . . funcfioiuil hraiifii 

for floKiifofrn Detroit 

This ten-story building provides the 

most modern automated mail handling in the country. 

Another example of Barton-Malow's 

program of building today for a better tomorrow. 

Geneia l Cont rac tors P O. Box 5200 Detroit 35, M ich igan 


