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specify... 
B E T T E R LIGHT f o r B E T T E R SIGHT 
The ability to see is man's most 
cherished possession. He sees 
well or not depending on whether 
the light is good or poor. 

Your specification of better 
lighting will make your buildings 
better buildings. They will be 

safer . . . more efficient . . . more 
comfortable. 

We will be happy to aid you 
in planning your lighting systems 
be they for cottage or skyscraper. 
A phone call or card will receive 
prompt attention. 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L S E R V I C E . L I G H T I N G D E P A R T M E N T 

N O R T H E R N S T A T E S •riiiic P O W E R C O M P A N Y 

A P R O G R A M FOR P U H L I C R E L A T I O N S 
The increasing volume of day labor construction, even in private industry, may 

be taken as indicative of the need of a public relations program. 

The A G C has considered the problem in detail at several recent national conven

tions and is now laying plans for a definite program. 

Such a program is planned to go beyond the industry's immediate sphere to busi
nessmen in general and beyond that field to the public as a whole. It will naturally 
stress the merits of the contract system, as well as the interdependence of all elements 
in the industry. 

(This and our subsequent advertisements in the Northwest Architect are sponsored by the 
following members of the Builders' Division, ASSOCIATED 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF MINNESOTA) 
Adams Construction Co. 
Anderberg, O. R. Co. 
Bass, Jos. A. Co. 
Baumeister, Wm. Constr. Co. 
Cereal Engrg. & Constr. Co. 
Cederstrand, August Co. 
Comb, Fred R. Co. 
Cook, George F. Constr. Co. 
Duimigon Constr. Co. 
Field-Martin Co. 
Ganley Ernest M. Co., Inc. 

Giertsen, Walter D. Co. 
Haglin. C. F. & Sons, Inc. 
Hagstrom Constr. Co. 
Jensen Constr. Co. 
Jenson, Oscar E . 
Johnson, Drake (S Piper, Inc. 
Kraus-Anderson Co. 
Leek Constr. Co. 
Leek, James Co. 
Leighton, H. N. Co. 
Libbey & Libby Co. 

S K I L L 

Levering Constr. Co. 
McGough Brothers 
Midwest Contracting Co. 
Madsen Constr. Co. 
Murphy, Wm. & Son 
Naugle-Leck, Inc. 
Romer, F. J. Constr. Co. 
Rule, C. F. Constr. Co. 
Standard Constr. Co., Inc. 
Steenberg, Paul Constr. Co. 
Sweitzer, L S. & Son 

I N T E G R I T Y 

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y 
NORTHWEST ARCHITF.CT 



N O R T H W E S T A R C H I T E C T See "Where Do We Eat" on Page 4 

V o l u m e 
M A R C H 
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A P R I L , 1 9 4 1 

CifitcHai Cmment 
P A C K A G E D P U L L M A N S F O R P R O F I T 

T H A T of course is not the whole of this month's spe
cial story, but it is one objective of a twenty-year labora
tory study reported here only in part under the title 
"Where Do We Eat" (and be comfortable). 

This detail drawing was only one of the steps in the 
proof that good planning is not a clever arrangement of 
spaces and objects, but an attempt to keep things out of 
people's way. 

" A place for everybody and evei-ylx)dy happily in 
place"—architects often seem to forget that men and 
women must actually live in their arrangements. 

Reports of M r . Purcell's studies of Pullmans and 
kitchenettes have appeared in the Christian Science 
Monitor, 1925, and in the "Small Home" of the Archi
tects Small House Service Bureau, 1931. The Monitor 
article and this drawing were used as an approved ex
ample of "descriptive writing to accompany an explana
tory drawing" in a textbook of college English entitled 
"Modern Feature Wri t ing" by Dean Harrington of 
Northwestern University. 

(Advertisers please read note at the bottom of page 
6 of my stuff) . 
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LEST WE F O R G E T 

Statics and Dynamics of Architecture 
The works of man are delicately related to himself, 

and elaborately a part of himself. They conform i n 
their essence to the same cosmical program as the m i n d 
and the soul of man. 

An art work may be defined in teiTns that correspond 
with life itself, as divided into its two phases—the Static 
and Dynamic. A l l art work may be so classified. 

The Statics of Architecture concern the quiet powers 
within the structural forms of the pier, the column, the 
lintel, the arch and dome, as well as the minor kindred 
forms directly descended from these. These indwel l ing 
powers are universal and do not change. 

The Dynamics of Architecture concern the play of 
the human heart, soul and impelling wi l l upon the pure
ly Static forms, and change, eternally change as human 
beings vary. 

George Grant Ehnslie 1912 
During .something less than a decade now we archi

tects have become so much ab.sorbed in a .sort of cross
word puzzle approach to a world of putting buildings 
ingeniously together, that we have lost sight of the dy
namics of our art. 

The world of living man and his better nature never 
called in greater anguish for what the architect was 
created to do. Let's not muff the next era as we did 
the last one. 

T H E N O R T H W E S T A R C H I T E C T is published by the Minnesota Associa
tion of Architects. Publication office, 2642 University Avenue , St . 
Paul , Minnesota. Published six times during the year, September, 
November, January, March. May, and July. Subscription price 
f 1 
H 

1 per year, single copies 25 cents. Direct all communications to 
W . Fridlund, chairman editing and publishing committee, 

above address. 
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WHERE DO WE EAT? 
by William Gray Purcell 

* IDEAS at work—that's life. Life , in turn, produces 
ideas. They are seeds. Seed ideas fal l into need fields 
and there they sprout. Wise people work to provide 
them a chance to grow. 

But the joy riders mistake speed for need. Think
ing hurts. They just look at an idea and give it a 
whi r l . They always mistake the looks for the works. 
So they bang along destroying the good life which 
grows up around men with ideas at work. 

The breakfast nook idea, along after the first World 
War, fell into a big need. For housekeepei-s it changed 
waste effort into work with art in it . In only a few years 
most new hou.ses, big and little, built across America, 
acquired special places for ca.sual meals which for ob-
vions reasons came to be generally known as "Pullmans." 

What Began It All 
Well, more interest in automobiles, fewer good maid

servants, sim|)lified ideas of living, social unwillingness 
to surrender to the old shirtsleeve eat-in-the-kitchen 
idea, a short cut which constantly pressed on the hur-

" V I S T A A V E N U E , 1 9 2 0 " 
After building this one we revised our breakfast nook lay

outs on the basis of measured drawings made in 1922 of 
Pullman trains. Here the seat's are too far from the table, 
the window glass line too high above it and the mullion 
between the sash r an obstruction. The jade green glazed 
tile table top has proved very satisfactory. It is carried on 
wood cantilevers still firm after twenty years' hard use. 

DON'T plan breakfast nook seats with backs 
to window. 
Food only looks attractive when first served, 
and everyone likes to look out the window, 
especially first thing in the morning. 

D O N T get the window too high. 
Glass line 2V2" above the table—not morel 
People tend to look out and down, want to 
to see flowers, and the breakfast birds with
out craning their necks. 

D O N T make a narrow window. 
People's heads turn easiest on a horizontal 
axis—they best like to look "around" un
hindered. 

DON'T make a tall window. 
It's usually restless in feeling, brings in too 
much cold sky light. The housewife will 
instinctively cover the top half of any tall 
window with curtains or a window shade 
and you will thereafter heat a lot of window 
that's never used. 

DON'T plan your breakfasting place in some 
dark inside comer of the kitchen and expect 
an electric light to supply your emotional 
vitamins. 

ried housewife. From all these circumstances of the 
new day and many more, undoubtably came the idea of 
bringing the efficiency and the romance of our American 
dining car into the home. Wi th so obvious an origin it 
is surprising that .so much that is useful in the dining 
car arrangement, or in the jiroportions of the Pullman 
sI(M'|3ing car ".section" with its portable table in place, 
should have been entirely missed in the tens of thou
sands of these little formal annexes to the equally mod
ern kitchenette which we propose to disc u^s in our 
next story. 

The writer has visited a ver^' large number of new 
houses in the Middle West and on the Pacific coast and 
has been continuously surjuised at the absence of any 
(areful thought about the "breakfast nook." I f only 
the mechanical elements of table, seats and an electric 
light could be accounted for, that seemed sufficient 
whether these utilities would work together or not. 

Careful Measurements Made 
In our office we had been studying these Pullmans 

and adjusting their conveniences with much care, but 
upon viewing such a procession of unsuccessful ones 
everywhere we resolved to check up on both require
ments and possibilities, and so improve on our breakfast 
nook design and detail. Thus it came about that back 
in 1922 on our next trip west by Standard Pullman 

N O R T H W E S T ARCHITECT 



1 

" L A K E OSWEGO, 1 9 2 7 " 

This Pullman corner shows the influence of the railway 
train. It follows our first detail standards except that the 
table is larger, the seat arms eliminated for more comfortable 
access, the window much improved. The electric light is not 
good, the fixture was planned for a tubular translucent fabric 
skirt about 10" x 24" attached to ceiling for spotting the light 
down on the table. 

train, measured drawings were made of the sleeping 
car "section," and seating unit of a dining car. 

The first essential is to secure a satisfying sense of 
window relations and this rests on practical acknowledg
ment that the window is a "sitting down" window. To 
keep the romance of train travel, the window sills must 
be level with the table and the window heads must 
not be high. The windows should invite one who is 
seated to look abroad and down at the yard and flowers. 
I t is not necessary "to see out" while one is standing 
up and in practice it takes away from the charm and 
coziness to give that much height to the windows. 

Seating Difficulties Overcome 
The next essential is that the benches, if any, have 

the proportions and comfort of a standard dining chair 
and bear the same relation to the table edge as that 
naturally established by a person when he unconsciously 
draws his chair to a .satisfactory position at table. With 
the benches where they should be for seated comfort, 
there is a resulting awkwardness in getting in to be 
seated. This is corrected by rounding the end of the 
table, a detail that has proved very practical in a 
variety of breakfast place arrangements. 

The glare of the electric light should be kept out of 
the eyes and softened with a shade or lantern. I t 
should not hang in the line of vision between the several 
persons at the table. 

I n a number of instances we have made these table 
tops of square tesserae in glazed tiles, three-quarter-inch 
squares, with a slight variation in color and with either 
a round tile moulding or a narrow strip of oak to 
finish off the edge. The top may also be finished with 
linoleum, or made of one slab of terrazzo. Black or 
white glass may also be used, but not marble, as it 
tends to stain. 

Practical Details 
The legs under the usual breakfast table are a great 

nuisance, and in both photograplis a method is shown 

M A R C H - A P R I L , 1941 

by which the table is supported on projecting wood 
brackets. The ab.sence of legs makes for great con
venience in mopping and dusting under the table. I f 

urely bolted to the structural studding of the house 
through tight bored holes, so as not to split the thin 
edge of the curved heel of the cantilever plank, this 
projecting bracket can be made sufficiently strong to 
-support a person sitting on the end of the table. 

We also found that if the dressed 2 " x 12" stock 
from which the tapered brackets were to be cut, were 
first bolted between two properly spaced studs, and 
this 2 " X 12" stud plank afterwards sawed and shajjed 

Plan both tables and chairs an inch or 
so lower than standard. It makes for in
timacy. 

Design the seats or benches, if any, in chair 
proportions so people will relax at meals. 

Develop the ceiling of the nook or arch 
leading to it to give a cozy sense. 

If you want a larger Pullman make the table 
wider and longer and the seats longer, but 
keep the table edge in the same relation to the 
seat edge. 

Make the Pullman the decorative accent of 
your kitchen color scheme—but if you like red 
—be careful. A little paprica on your beans 
tastes fine—too much spoils the dish. Red is 
a good zip but the brighter it is, the smaller 
will be an acceptable spot of it. 

Of peach plenty 
Of coral not quite so much 
Of Chinese red some 
Of tomato still less 
Of magenta or cerise a touch 
Of fire engine red none 

In planning places for casual meals do re
member that the hft to your feelings is more 
important than saving extra steps. It was the 
fun of eating in a dining car that woke up 
America to how practical it all was. 

to a tapering curve as shown, there was thus no danger 
of the heel splitting off at the bottom. 

Incidentally, we have found these structural brackets 
very useful in many ways. We use them for supporting 
beds in sleeping porches and for double decker bunks in 
mountain cabins. I f the springs be raised to standard 
hospital bed height, 32" to the top of the mattress, there 
is an ample floor space free of obstructions under the 
bed or bunk for blanket and bedding chests on rollers, 
quickly available at night. The always troublesome 



under-bed area, thus clear of bed legs and convenient 
for the daily dust-mopping, makes a small porch or 
bunk room seem larger and so much less cluttered up 
wi th furniture. Where there are double-decker bunks 
the upper one being bolted to the wall is not in contact 

with the other bed, one sleeper does not tend to waken 
the other. And the 32" high beds are not only very 
agreeable for both sleep and daytime siesta but people 
do not sit on the freshly made bed, bete noir of all good 
housekeepers. 

Hefe U an j^4ea 
Here is an idea for our friends the builders, the manufacturers and those who sell building ma

terials. 
The "Vista Avenue" type of breakfast nook could be factory made of light plywood construction 

by assembly line methods, sold as a ready-to-use unit and delivered to customers by truck. If thor
oughly insulated, conventional foundation walls could be dispensed with and the entire unit rested 
on a single concrete pier and footing combination precast and delivered by truck. Or the buyer could 
make his own pier. 

The roof over the low octagonal ceiling as shown in the photograph would be low enough to 
come under most bungalow eaves. 

The opening to be cut in any kitchen wall to receive this packaged room would be easily made 
presentable in completing the joint between the new and the old work but it is likely that in most 
instances the installation of the unit would include repainting kitchen to match and a new linoleum 
floor continuity. The unit could be sold painted or in the natural wood. The whole project consti
tutes a most attractive piece of merchandise. Its sales appeal lies in the "trailer" zone, practical gad-
getry as house and home recreation. 

It is small enough to be floor sampled in department stores and delivered from warehouse stock. 
In view of the very large numbers of old houses with no Pullman provisions or with an unsatis

factory arrangement for casual eating, together with the current emphasis on rehabiUtation of resi
dence property due to the favorable F.H.A. loans for such purposes there would seem to be a real 
need for prefabricated units of this kind. 

Many men who like to work about the house would buy the unit and install it themselves. Full 
directions and dimension sheets can be provided for owner installation, with delivery when opening 
in wal l is ready and supporting pieces ready. Three men and a dolly would easily see it in place 
out of a deUvery truck. 

During the past week I visited a very attractive small housekeeping apartment formed along 
these lines from a n old bungalow bedroom and sleeping porch. An electric stove, sink and refrigera
tor unit, together with Pullman accommodations similar to that described above provided the equiva
lent of a three room apartment and it rents for $18.00 per month. At a cost of about $900 the owner 
had added an immediate producing capital value of $1500 to an old property with a good net interest 
return and full charge off in ten or twelve years. 

t i o l ^ v f ^ ^ T a c k 

H o l e s H E « t £ H L R - E 
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Application 
It is always desirable, for very best performance, to 

attach the closer to the Plinge Side of the door. How
ever, in the case of E x i t Doors, which must by law 
open out, a different application is advisable. In order 
to protect the closers f rom the weather and low cold 
test exposures, it is desirable to apply the closers on 
the inside of the doors. In doing this, for best per
formance, it is necessary to secure the closer to some 
type of a bracket fastened to the frame or fnick of the 
door nearest the hinge side ( i n most cases a corner or 
soffit bracket) and the foot of the closer fastens to 
the top rail of the door. 

Occasionally, when it is necessary to install a closer 
on the inside of the door, the door is so low in height 
that the closer mounted on a bracket would project 
so far down as to be an obstruction or hazard to per
sons passing through the door when opened. In this 
case a Parallel A r m Application is i)rovided in which 
the closer is fastened directly to the top rail of the 
door and the lever arms extend out .somewhat parallel 
to the door, and in turn, by means of a special foot, 
the arms fasten to the soffit of the door buck. In this 
case the closer moves open with the door and the only 
obstruction in the opening is the horizontal movement 
of the lever arms with a downward projection of onlv 
ab(»ut two or three inches below the buck. This appli
cation is used only in emergencies as both the checking 
power of the closer is less than when a regular appli
cation is used and there is much less spring power de
veloped for closing a door against a strong draf t to 
blow it open. 

Construction Difficulties 
A great many problems are encountered in the man

ufacture of door closers. I n the first place, making the 
case or housing itself presents a real difficulty. The 
metal—made of cast iron—nuist be light in weight 
(preferably about % " to 3/16" thick when machined) 
and of as uniform thickness as possible. Where there 
are thick sections of metal, the cooling of these spots 
must necessarily be slower than in the thinner sec
tions, and a consequent porosity in the metal is de
veloped. The grain of the metal must be very close 
and there can be no porosity in the checking cylinder 
of a closer as the checking li(|uid is under tremendous 
pres.sure at times and a leakage through porous spots 
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DOOR CLOSERS 
by R. G. Stronach, New Haven, Conn. 

wouUI lie proliihitive to the continued |>erformance 
of the closer and also encourage damage suits when 
dripping down f r o m the closer. The grain o f the 
metal, as stated above, must be fine and close, usually 
denoting hard castings; yet, in order to be successfully 
machined, must be soft, usually denoting a course 
grain. When the heavy molten metal flows into the 
moulds and around the sand cores, which make the 
cavities in the castings, it is apt to l i f t up or float 
lln-^c loreK f r o m l lu ' ir desired locations and thus 
render the castings useless. A l l the art and ski l l o f the 
most experienced foundry man is called upon to suc-
cessfnllv overcome the difficulties encountered and a 
sjiecial formula of metal is recjuired f r o m that f o r reg
ular use in castings. In many instances the cases are 
cast f rom hard, close grained iron which, as cast, could 
not be machined and is then aimealed f o r hours in 
annealing ovens to draw out the temi)er and permit 
l>ro|)er machining. 

Anv closer in order to function properly must be 
free f r o m excess f r ic t ion in the movement o f its parts. 
This requires extreme accuracy of alignment and 
machine work of the various parts making up the 
closer assembly. A n escapement of lic|uid equal to the 
size of a pin hole would cause a door to slam. A c 
cordingly, many of the moving parts have to be 
ground to an accuracy o f less than one-half o f one-
thousandth of an inch (.0005). Some of these mov
ing parts are also hardened to insure long wear. 
Some parts must be malleable iron and again others 
o f forged steel. The spring used is one o f most 
expensive types of spring manufactured. The l i ( |u id 
must be a lubricant, yet so constituted that it w i l l 
stand a very low cold test when exposed to the weather 
and yet function properly. Most liquids are o f a 
glycerine basis and this is also a very expensive item. 
A l l joints must be free in movement to prevent f r i c 
tion but yet can have no lost motion or an uneven, 
jerky movement of the door would result. 

When all these factors, which are only touched on 
lightly in this article, are taken into consideration, one 
can begin to realize what a difficult thing a door 
closer is to construct and what a lot in the way o f 
value goes into it and yet permits it to be sold f o r 
such a small price. 

Appearance 
h>om an artistic standpoint, although some clos

ers are well designed in them.selves, a door closer 
all exposed at the top of a door is not a t h i n g o f 
beauty. Architects, universally, would welcome its 
elimination f r o m a door i f possible. 

For many years much study has been given to pro
duce a mechanism which would successfully f u n c t i o n 
as satisfactorily as a door closer and yet have i t prac
tically concealed f r o m sight, but without success. 

Among these devices are: Floor Checking S p r i n g 
Hinges; Closers concealed in the jamb and fastened 
to the back edge of the door; Closers concealed in the 
top rail of the door with arm levers sliding i n a 
groove in the top of the door; Closers concealed in the 

(Continued on I'of/e 22) 



I ^ ^ s e p h A|Ferr is 
^ A V I A T I O N is again showing its ])ower, magic, wizard
ry. It's showino ilic h u M i K - ' s world a new way to pene
trate the inner circle of buying power in the industries, 
professions, offices and homes the airlines serve. 

The formula is simple! It's a new philosophy of de
sign—a carefully, well-i)lanned project dcsit^ncd td i l -
tract prospects and sell them at the same time. 

Specifically, it's being done with modern architecture. 
Last year leaders of some of the airlines agreed that 

the New York Airlines Terminal building was a definite 
hit because of the unique design, the appeal to the 
public. 

And when tens of thousands jammed the place on 
opening day the men of aviation knew they were on the 
right track. 

That, of course, was a cooperative venture. 
But now one airline has launched its own program^ 

set out to prove that anything that clicks in New Wnk 
should be a hit els(nvhcn\ 

This program, brain child of alert, husky, hard-work
ing A. G. (Bert) Kinsman, L^cucial traffic- m.ui.iiii i ol 
Northwest Airlines, calls for new offices for N W A . 

The first has opened in Chicago. 
Others wil l follow. 
I n all the same idea wil l be carried out. 
I-'or Kinsman, a man who is recognized as an author

ity on travel trends both in aviation and other forms 
of transportation—-is working on a ])roject based on e\-

i icnce. 
He remembers when the business philosophy used to 

associate "inertia" with the cvrr-dcbatahlc |)olicy of 
"let well enough alone." 

Too often, he jcc alls, the "inertia" was the result of a 
groundless fear of upsetting routine, changing specifica
tions, setting a new precedent. 

And for that reason many transportation offices were 
more or less behind the times—lacked the appeal of less 
important places of business. 

But like all other Northwest Airlines officials and em
ployes. General Traffic Manager Kinsman recognize d an 
important fact: 

The problem of competition must be met. 
And the keynote must be consumer acceptance. 
I f , he reasoned, each Northwest Airlines traffic and 

s.iles office was made different—distinctive, attrac tive 
and inviting—new potential customers would come in. 

8 

He consulted architects, discussed his ideas. 
I t was agreed that designs should not be |)lanned to 

suit personal, individual needs—or to suit certain idio
syncrasies—but to ex|)ress (c rtain ideas, certain facts. 

And so M r . Kinsman met with Architect R. P. Tra-
velleti in Chicago, gave his a|)j)i()val to a final set of 
plans. 

And .soon a new Northwest Airlines office made its 
appearance at 33 East Monroe street in the Windy City. 

Many innovations were incorporated into the design 
of the |)lacc—many innovations which again demon
strated the vision and wizardry of men of aviation. 

There is, for instance, a gentle slope of the counter 
toj) toward the passenger—something which enables the 
people at the customer's side of the counter to relax. 

The slope was planned after actual tests were made. 
Another feature is the counter's rawhide top. 
On one wall hangs a pictorial map done by Edgar 

Miller, noted Chicago artist, a map which is 22 by 9 
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D e s i g n f o r B e a u t y . 

a n d B u s i n e s s 

feet in size, a map .showing all points of interest along 
NWA's line. 

I n the ceiling of the waiting room section of the tick
et office is a photo mural—a mural showing one of the 
Northwest Airlines planes taking off. The photo mural, 
showing a giant, 21-passenger Northwest Airlines Doug
las plane taking off from the field, was prepared and in
stalled by the Hedrick-Blessing Studios of Chicago. 

Walls are finished in walnut paneling and the floor 
of the office is covered with gray, marbelized rubber 
tile wi th the N W A insignia in the center of the floor. 

The second floor is used as the headquarters for the 
Chicago sales force, under the direction of L . S. (Larry) 
Reid, Chicago district traffic manager for N W A . 

The front of the place is of black granite with a 6 by 
6 foot display window and a 9 foot red door. Tr im
mings are of white metal. 

Comments of thousands—including rival airHne rep
resentatives—have been gratifying to General Traffic 
Manager Kinsman, to all other Northwest Airlines offi
cials. 

One man summed it up in these words: 
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. . your sign attracted me to the office . . . And 
the map and other display material created a desire to 
take a trip . . . So I bought a ticket for Seattle." 

Many such cases are on file. 
And credit for this new method of bringing in cus

tomers—and .selling them—is shared by traffic represent
atives and those who planned the new design for beau
ty—and business. 

Another innovation adopted by the line is the neon 
sign—a sign representing the famous Northwest A i r 
l i n e s insignia. 

Improvement to other N W A ofl^ices in cities all along 
the Northwest Airlines system are planned for this 
year—planned because everyone believes it's good busi
ness. 

Yes, aviation has again shown its power, magic, v i 
sion, wizardry—set a new pace for the rest of the 
business world. 

And all because the.se men of vi.sion recognized their 
responsibility to progress—anticipated the future, be
cause they decided to adopt a program calling for: 

Design for beauty—and business. 

Carney Company Wins Point 
In Cement Contest 

One of Mankato's major industries, the Carney com
pany, won an important point in its fight for recognition 
by the state highway department, when both branches of 
the state legislature recently approved a resolution au
thorizing the commissioner of highways to make com
prehensive experiments in the use of blended concrete 
in the laying of permanent trunk highways in the state. 

The Carney company, the state's only producer of 
natural cement, has been trying for some time to have 
state highway specifications drawn to call for concrete 
made from a blend of 15 to 25 per cent natural and 75 
to 85 per cent Portland cement. 

Company officials and civic groups have been fighting 
for some time to have the highway department specify 
the use of natural cement on state highway construction 
and an experimental half mile of the blended cement 
was laid on Highway 14 between North Mankato and 
Nicollet last fa l l . 

This half-mile stretch, according to the legislature's 
resolution, "has in all respects demonstrated the value 
of said materials as compared to straight Portland ce
ment construction." 

The blended natural-Portland mixture is standard 
concrete for highway construction in several other states 
and is approved by the Federal Bureau of Roads. 

The legislative resolution in authorizing the tests call
ed attention to the state's resources conrunission which is 
cl( signed to develop the natural resources of Minnesota, 
and declared that u.se of the blend would increase "pay
rolls and tax rolls" and encourage the establishment of 
additional natural cement plants in the state. 

Should the highway department authorize the blend
ed mixture in its specifications, year-round production in 
the Carney plant would be stepped up to near-capacity, 
company officials say. 
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T H E further my family and I 
went in Mexico and the longer we 
stayed, the more impressed we be
came with the great differences that 
exist between this country and our 
own. Also the more impressed we 
were with our former ignorance and 
that of the average "gringo" about 
this country. Land of Manana, where 
people put so much ofT until tomor
row, where people seem lazy, and yet 
where people work the hard way and 
til l every available inch of soil, even 
to almost perpendicular mountain
sides. Land that is still primitive 
and medieval, yet a land that is 
leading this continent, if not this 
hemisphere, in the so-called modern 
movement. Land where freedom 
has been ground in the dust, where 
dictators and politicos have grafted 
the very soul from the people, yet 
a land making great strides in educa
tion and social reforms. Land of 
bull fights, tequila and gun play, yet 
people of utmost compassion, sympa
thy and tenderness. "Poor Ameri
canos de Estatos Unidos, they are so 
worried, so tired, they do not take 
time to live, they are .so nervous." 
Odd to have people treat us with 
compassion; we who supply the 
world with bathtubs and automo
biles. 

We had also thought that the 
Mexicans were, on the whole, a 
rather dirty people, morally and 
bodily. True i t takes all kinds to 
make a country, but Mexican wom
en always .seem to be washing, and 
no washday is complete without a 
personal bath and bath for each 
member of the family. In rural sec
tions much of the bathing is taken 
nature's way in .some mountain 
stream, even at the side of the road. 
But they must be clean. I n the cit
ies there are luxurious bath estab
lishments and most homes boast of 
bathing and washing facilities. Every 
town of any size has its munici|)al 
pool and bathhouse equipped with 
showers and supplied with soan and 
hot and cold running water. Palm-
olive is sold in most out-of-the-way 
markets. Public Health Depart
ments have been establi.shed in all 
of the larger centers and are now 
crusading in the most remote dis-
ni* ts. 

Morally also the Mexicans have a 
very high code. Admitted that pub
lic health records show statistics of 
venereal disease that would factually 
prove otherwise, it is nevertheless 
true that women are never accosted 
on the streets, no soliciting is done 
and there are no shows of the Pa-
ri.sian type countenanced in Mexico 
City or any other part of the coun
try. Sisters and sweethearts are giv-
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en a great deal of .social freedom, 
but are always carefully chaperoned. 
Parties, dances, theater going, even 
night clubbing is always done in 
company with older people. Every
one takes the situation in good f u n ; 
oldsters enter into the spirit quite as 
much as the young people, and often 
foot the bills. 

I t was also a surpri.se to f ind the 
Mexicans so interested in athletics. 
The jncturc that had been given was 
that their only pastime was viewing 
of bull fights and po.ssibly horseback 
riding. I t is true that there is no 
sport that stirs a Mexican's blood 
quite as much as a bull fight, espe
cially if there are expert toreros, well-
bred bulls, plenty of cerveza—Span
ish word for beer—bands playing, 
flower-l>edecked women and a hot 
Sunday afternoon. But they also 
like baseball, and softball is now 
sweeping the country. Even in the 
most out-of-the-way mountain v i l -
lii<i( s that are reached only on h()i\se-
back, I inevitably found outdoor 
ba.sketball courts next to new school-
houses. I f we of the LInited States 
will continue as the true Good 
Neighbor, keep Standard O i l out 
and the Rockefeller Foundation i n , 
Mexico wil l become a neighbor to be 
proud of. Most of us north of the 
border are enamoured wi th Mexico 
now and indications are that it is 
going to improve. I t is on the thn ^h-
old of a Renaissance. 

As soon as the traveler crosses the 
border at Laredo, over the excellent 
Pan-American Highway that now 
reaches most of the important spots 
in Mexico, he senses an immediate 
change: semi-arid desert, burros, 
sombreros, .so many people t rudging 
the roadside carrying huge bundles 
or packs on their backs, occa.sionally 
a luxurious car, but never a t in liz
zie as is often encountered in Texas 
or Iowa. There are many adobe 
windowless houses with thatched 
roofs, which if it were not for the 
very bright sun would be very dis
mal inside. But despite the clutter
ed yard, there are many potted 
plants clustered around the door
ways and acacia trees blooming 
overhead and pink or red hibiscus 
bushes near the fence. A f t e r all 
they are much nicer than the te r r i f i 
cally drab windowless shacks that 
are pas.sed in Arkansas, .shacks of the 
share croppers—Grapes of W r a t h ! 

Monterey is not too exciting: an 
industrial city not typically Mexican. 
Here are steel mills, oil refineries and 
the great breweries of the famous 
CeiA-e / . i M o i i t e i c v .nid Carta Blan-
ca. To see the real Mexico the travel
er should hurry on to the plateau. 

On the way the tourist must pass 
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ftpu> Corrugated Porcelain Sheathing 

STARTING POSITION 
OF LOCK 

CLOSED POSITION 
o r LOCK 

Workn\en applying sides. The inter
locking edge makes application easy 

and simple. Note enameled sill. 

through the tiopics that are rather dry and semi-arid 
in late winter and spring, but after the rains, a veritable 
jungle of vine-covered trees and lush undergrowth. The 
second day f rom Laredo, about five hundred miles be
low the border, the automobilist starts to climb. In a 
distance of one hundred and ten miles, it is necessary 
to ri.se from fifty feet above sea level to ten thousand 
fi-et in order to get through the mountain pass. Such 
mountain s(enery! But there is a good wide road all 
of the way, and though there are innumerable turns, 
there is nevei a tirade over six per cent. 

On the plateau the altitude averages between six and 
eight thousand feet—Mexico City is seven thousand five 
hundred—hence, the climate- and verdure are temper
ate-. They have sununer rains and cool, ideal falls, win
ters cool and diy and springtime that is delightfulK 
w . n i n though very dusty. The- thc-rnioinc ter seldom 
goes above- eighty-five at midday and is always 
around fifty at night. 

The last hundred miles into Mexico City are interc st-
ing bec ause- of the many villages that a i c - |)assed. Al l 
of these- \illages have- a Spanish flavor, plaster co\e-ie-cl 
adobe walls, red tile roofs and always three or four 
Spani.sh colonial churches. Such pictures(|ue chuicli-
es! Tile demes. renaissance- bell towers and rie hiv cie-co-
rated portals! They seemed ahnost more Spanish than 
Spain itself. I took several jjliotograjihs and was tempted 
to take more, but there were so many of them. Every 
town, every crossroad had one or two. Some were 
falling into disrepair, but most of them are well ke-|)t 
up. They are controlled by the state now, though can
dles are burning on most of the altars and people are 
still bearing flowers to the Virg in . At the little town of 
Actopan, I noticed that the central church was very 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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'h CoMHiNiNo the many advantages of formed roofing 
and siding with the corrosion resistance, clean smooth 
surface and color of porcelain enamel, Por-Ce-Lok sheets 
offer architects and builders a broader horizon, particu
larly in industrial structures. These new sheets are 
shown (see following pages) being installed on a new 
structure now being produced on U . S. S. Vitrenamel 
.steel by Porcelain Enamel Steels, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio. 

The accompanying diagram illustrates the new type of 
lock joint developed for this sheathing, a.ssuring weather 
tightness without danger of chipped enamel. After 
forming the corrugations, the sheet is machine-punched 
along a longitudinal edge for fastening to the structure, 
c ut as designated by the architectural layout, and then 
|)orcelain-enarneled. Recent developments in special 
porcelain enamels and firing practice make it possible-
lot two coats of porcelain enamel to |)rovide the desired 
tough, flexible, weather-re-sistant glassy finish on all sur
faces of the sheets, including eduvs .md bolt holes. 

These new sheets eliminate the need for either interior 
or exterior |}ainting, as sheets are available finished in 
white jjorcelain enamel on one side to provide the de
sired high-light deflec tion for interiors, and in royal blue, 
maroon, forest green, or fal l brown on the exterior face. 
Other colors are available on special order. 

Stock sheets of Por-Ce-Lok cover 24 inches in width 
after interlocking and are available in standard lengths 
ranging from 5 to 10 feet. They may be applied on 
steel or wood framing, solid roof decks or side wall sur
faces. Design is such that all attachments are concealed 
and all edges and holes are protected by a porcelain 
enamel coating, thus preventing possibility of corrosive 
.ittack on unprotected surfaces. Special porcelain-
enameled fittings are available for comers and sills as 
well as for cornices and gravel stops on flat roofs. 
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His Job Is Part of Your Specifications 
This man's job is helping tend the largest 
roofing felt machine in the world. Here, 
in the B. F . Nelson plant, is produced, 
under the strictest laboratory control, the 
high-quality felt used in the construction 
of Nelson's Master Bonded Roofs. The 
same pride this man takes in his job is 
reflected all through the Nelson organi
zation. Great importance is placed on 
the high-quality workmanship and su
perior materials incorporated in Nelson's 
Master Bond
ed Roofs as 
well as all 
other Nelson 
products. 

That is why, when you specify a Nelson 
Master Bonded Roof—your client is get
ting more than a written guarantee. 
Back of every Nelson Master Bonded 
Roof is the manufacturing experience 
and the reputation of the B. F . Nelson 
Mfg. Co. for seventy-three years of busi
ness integrity. All Nelson Master Bonded 
Roofs are applied, inspected, and serv
iced under the supervision of qualified 
built-up roofing experts. Make sure your 

s p e c i f i c a -
tions call for 
a N e l s o n 
Master Bond
ed Roof. 

B . F . Nelson plant and office at 
401 Main St. N.E., Minneapolis 

T H E B . F . N E L S O N M F G . C O . 
401 Main Street N. E. • Minneapolis, Minn. 
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^"^^ B U I L D I N G 
P r o d u c t s 

Mpls.-
Moline 
Plant. 

Hopkins, 
Minn. 

, Contractor: Paul Steenberg Const. Co., St. Paul 
Concrete Inspection: Twin City Testing Lab. 

C A R N E Y S P E E D S U P D E F E N S E 
Over 140.000 square feet of blended concrete 

floor slabs were poured in only 125 hours at the 
Minneapolis-Moline plant, now filling defense 
orders. Carney Natural Cement was blended 
with Portland to create slabs tough enough to 
withstand the ceaseless grinding of heavy steel-
tired trucks. 

C A R N E Y N A T U R A L CEMENT for use 
with Portland delivers the new values of blended 
concrete construction — better placement, less 
bleeding, less segregation of the aggregates, 
less honeycombing and a tougher, more resilient 
concrete, with greater resistance to frost action. 

Carney Cement 
for Masonry is 
best known in the 
industry for its su
perior plasticity, 
which makes for 
easy workability, 
full cross joints 
and better bed
ding of brick. Car
ney is free from 
efflorescence, dries 
to a calculated 
set. Its strength 
increases indefi
nitely. 

Engineering and 
laboratory services 
are available on 
the use of all 
C a r n e y Building 
Products . Write 
the Carney Com
pany for complete 
details. 

O T H E R 
C A R N E Y 
BUILDING 
PRODUCTS 
Carney Rock-
wool for Insula
tion—Industrial 
Insulation — In 
s u l a t i o n C e 
ment — C o r d 
Rock—Rip Rap 

—Crushed 
Stone 

T H E C A R N E Y C O M P A N Y 
MANKATO. MINNESOTA 

St. Paul. Chicago. Des Moines. Omaha. Fargo, 
St. Louis. Detroit. Milwaukee 

LUX-RIGHT S T E E L A R E A W A L L S COME BY BARGE 
"A" O N T H K last northbound Mississipjji river tow of the 
season, the Saint Paul Corrugating Company received a 
ful l barge-load of steel from the Newport Rolling Mills 
at Newport, K y . 

Equivalent to twenty or more carloads, it was one of 
the largest single shipments of steel the corrugating com
pany ever received in its fifty-five years of service. In 
weight, the steel totaled over one million pounds. 

The steel, in the form of sheets piled together in bun
dles of proper handling weight, traveled 1,350 miles to 
get to the corrugating company's fabricating plant. 

A special "digger*' consisting of a set of grappling 
hooks attached to a channel frame and thence to a der
rick cable hook expedited the unloading. A bundle of 
sheets was swung cradle-wise among the six to ten hooks 
(the number in use depending on the length of the 
steel), and then hoisted out of the barge. Each l i f t av
eraged two tons. 

The steel was stored in the new warehouse of the 
corrugating company. Eighty per cent of it wi l l go 
into the fabricating of the well-known L U X - R I G H T 
STEEL ARE A W A L L S , for 1941 installation thnnigh-
out America. These areawalls, one of the newer prod
ucts of this long-established plant, are advertised na
tionally as a handy, low-cost steel retaining wall for 
basement window wells. Fabricated in one pie(c and 
hot-dip galvanized after formation, they are in use from 
coast to coast on homes, schools and many other kinds 
of buildings. 

The Saint Paul Corrugating Company recently an
nounced a benefits plan for employes entering the serv
ice of the national defense forces that has won wide
spread commendation. Among other things, the com
pany gives each man in service a pay check every month 
equal in amount to the base pay the man r e c ( M v e s from 
the g()\ ( rnnient. 
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IMPRESSIONS O F MEXICO 
(Continued from Page 12) 

early in syle: sixteenth century Plateresque. I was told 
that it was one of the four missionary monasteries es
tablished at the time of Cortez, three years after the 
con(|uest, \!)24, and that the present building was com
pleted |)rior to 1550-51. The interior of this church was 
most interesting, real gothic rib vaulting. 

Mexico City was a joyfid surprise. I drove into the 
metropolis on a Sunday afternoon for tlie first lime and 
was immediately impressed by the beautiful boulevards 
and European atmosphere. Could I be driving my car 
in Paris? Was this really on the American continent 
I drove down the Pasco de la Reforma as beautiful as 
the Champs Elysees—through Juarez past the Opera— 
why, this was like the Place de r()|)era in the old days 
of Paris: into rather narrow sticets like most ol the side 
siicets of the French eajntal and directly to the little 
hotel that we had had reconnnended to ns. Hotel 
MoiUe Clarlo. This aUo w . i s just like those little lett-
bank hotels in Paris that were—and we hope still an 
so channint;. M y family and I knew innn«'diately that 
we were going to have fun here. We were lodged in a 
nice front room with comfoi table beds and |)rivate bath; 
and the food was delicious. 

Regarding food we were prepared for the worst. I 
had been told that we would have difficulty in getting 
good food in Mexico, we'd prol)al)ly have to live on chile 
con came, tortillas and frijoles—beans. Al l the books 
told me that the natives live on tortillas—^unflavored 
corn griddle cakes—hot sauces and queer meats. I was 
sure we were in for i t , but for the five months that 

(Continued on Pa/je 24) 
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N O W READY FOR DELIVERY 

PALCQ 
B A T T S 

Made from the Already Famous 

P a l c o W o o l R e d w o o d I n s u l a t i o n 
Just in time for Spring building comes the new 

PALCO WOOL BATT. made of the same wiry 
resilient fibres of redwood bark that has made 
PALCO WOOL a favorite with dealers. 

Mow, PALCO WOOL is "Saferized" . . . a new 
process which makes it even more fire resistant 
than before, and whether you sell it in the new 
batt or in the form of wool, you may know that it 
has passed the "blow torch test" which shows it 
flame-proof. 

More than 250 Cold Storage Locker Plants in 
the Northwest, operating at zero or less, are in
sulated with PALCO WOOL. It's used by Westing-
house for insulating electric heaters. Everywhere 
you find dealers and manufacturers calling for 
PALCO WOOL when they want a dependable fill 
insulation. 

Now comes the batt, made with the "Spring-
Wedge" feature which makes it easy to install 
and assures a snug fit. Just the answer to your 
home builders' insulation needs. 

Facts About the New Palco Batt 
# It's SAFERIZED—making its fire resistant qualities even 

greater than before. 
# The Batt is 2"xl6"x483/8", made to fit all standard stud 

spacing. 
# Completely enveloped in Kraft paper, the Batt is sewed and 

sealed together so that it will not buckle or sag when being 
installed. 

# Its Spring-Wedge construction enables it to support itself 
in the wall or ceiling while being installed, and assures 
a snug fit. 

# Its light weight and extreme rigidity make it easy to install 
overhead between ceiling joists. 

# Installed permanently in place by stapling the overhanging 
flanges to the studs or joists. 

# The flange of the Palco Batt is designed to pull tight over 
the face of the studs and leave no air space between the 
"Vapor Shield" and the plaster base, but does leave space 
on cold side of insulation when it is desirable. 

# Available for carload shipment from the factory. 
Available in L C L from Twin Cities. 

Write for literature and prices 

C A N T O N L U M B E R S A L E S C O M P A N Y 
5501 Portland Ave. • Phone: Locust 2661 • Minneapolis 
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tleu^ O F T H E M I N N E S O T A 
A S S O C I A T I O N O F A R C H I T E C T S 

Officers and Directors, 1941 
O f f i c e r s 

W. H. Tusler—President 
202 Foshay Tower 
Minneapolis 

J . C . Tay or—First Vice President 
Hibbing 

R. E . Sorenson—Second Vice President 
Winona 

Frank W. Jackson—Treasurer 
Saint Cloud 

H. W. Fridlund—Secretary 
1593 University Avenue 
Saint Paul 

Directors 
E . D. Gorwin, Saint Paul 
Francis H . Fitzgerald, Duluth 
H. W. Fridlund, Minneapolis 
Charles A. Hausler, Saint Paul 
Frank W. Jackson, Saint Cloud 
Louis C . Pinault, Saint Cloud 
Arnold I . Raugland, Minneapolis 
R. E . Sorenson, Winona 
J. C. Taylor, Hibbing 
W. H . Tusler, Minneapolis 

Standing Committees for 1941 
The following committees have been appointed by 

President Tusler to serve the Association during the year. 
Committee Chairmen and members alike share the re
sponsibility of seeing to it that their committees meet 
and function. 

PRACTICE, FEES, AND ETHICS 
E . D. Corwin, Chairman 

P. C . Bettenburg A. O. Larson 
B. O. Boyuni Louis C. Pinault 
F. H. Fitzgerald Roy N. Thorshov 
Oscar T. Lang 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND EDUCATION 
G. W. Shifflet, Chairman 

Louis Bersback Louis C. Pinault 
K. M. Fullerton Thos. J . Shefchik 
Roy Childs Jones J . C. Taylor 
J. J . Liebenberg 

INDUSTRY RELATIONS 
A. L Raugland, Chairman 

Cad H. Buetow 
C. W. Farnham 

Hans C. Larson 
Dale R. McEnar>' 

BUILDING CODE 
Albert O. Larson, Chairman 

Wni. G. Dorr Paul M. Havens 
H. W. Fridlund A. I . Raugland 
C. A. Hausler 

HOUSING 
Robert T. Jones, Chairman 

Ray R. Ganger (Additional members may 
be selected by chairman) 

PUBLICATIONS 
H. W. Fridlund, Chairman 

Robert Cerney 
K. M. Fullerton 
John Jager 

Fred Klawiter 
Gilbert Winkelmann 
A. O. Lareon 

1941 CONVENTION COMMITTEE HOLDS 
H R S T M E E T I N G 

Report of Otto M. Olsen, Chairman 

T H E first meeting of the General Committee was at
tended by W. H . Tusler, W m . Dorr and Paul Havens 
from the Twin Cities and T . J. Shefchik, E. R. Erickson, 
F. H . Fitzgerald, A . R. Melander and myself from this 
city. Other members of this committee who could not 
attend the meeting are J. C. Taylor of Hibbing, Rheu-
bcn P. Damberg of Eveleth and W. E. Elling.sen of Du
luth. I .seem to be chosen as general chairman, and 
E. R. Erickson is serving as secretary. The following ten
tative Convention Schedule can be released at this time. 

Place—Hotel Duluth. Time—Friday and Saturday, 
August 22nd and 23rd. 

RegistratioTt, Golf—Friday morning. 
Luncheon—Friday noon. Architcc ts only. General 

get-together, getting acquainted, visiting, etc. No 
speeches. 

Business Session—Friday afternoon. Round-table dis
cussions. Committee reports, etc. 

Cocktails—Friday following business session. 
Dinner Dance—Friday evening. Formal. Not ex

clusively for architects, but also their guests, intercsn d 
members and friends of the building industry, etc. 

Business Session—Saturday morning. Committee re
ports. Old, unfinished and new business. Election of 
Directors, etc. 

Luncheon—Saturday noon. Architec ts and others in-
t» i ( sted in the building industry. Speaker on some sub-
ject of general interest. Adjournment. 

Exhibits—Exhibits for manufacturers and their prod
ucts. Space for di.splays to be worked out and submitted 
to exhibitors, l^etails to follow. 

Women's Activities—Discussed in a general way only 
and left to sub-committee to work out. 

General—All convention activities to be started and 
terminated on time as per pre-arranged schedule so as 
to avoid delays, etc., and to keep up the general inter
est in the various convention activities 

The above information is brief, but gives the high 
points. Sub-committees are Ix^ing formed to make and 
complete the arrangements for their various activities, 
and when the selection of the membership of these com
mittees is completed, they wi l l he sent to you for pub
lication in subsequent issues of NORTHWE.ST ARCHITECT. 
O T T O M . O L S E N , General Chairman. 

Practically all the guests at the speakers' table at the 
annual Minneapolis Builders Exchange banquet some 
time back, drew prizes except "Tus" Tusler. Hal Frid
lund netted a new fish line—all he needs now is another 
banquet and a little more luck so he can get a reel to 
go with it. 

I h 

E. J. (Ed) Prondzinski has moved to new offices at 
240 Plymouth Building, Minneapolis. 
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CL ^jLtiQfL io ChduJtsciiu 
ABOUT A 

W A R M S U B J E C T 

Gentlemen: 
If you were limited to one source or channel for 

securing new clients—if a law were suddenly 
passed that said there was only one way that peo
ple might become acquainted with your ability, 
what medium would you choose? We'll bet a 
cookie that nine out of ten of you would say "I ' l l 
depend on the praise and good words of those for 
whom I have done satisfactory work." 

All of which leads us to ask another question, 
namely, "have you always given your clients the 
best advice when it came to the matter of a heating 
plant?" • +his country, home heating is ar months in the yea woodwoj 

_ .11 Ot "Wix.. amely, "have you ^x . . -est advice when it came to tne . 

3 l a n t ? " 

You know, up in this country, home heating is an 
all-important subject nine months in the year. 
Graceful lines, pretty roofs, hand-rubbed woodwork 
or sweeping vistas have never yet been able to 
combat the curse of goose-pimples. 

We urge you to thoroughly investigate the possibilities of heating with coal and a stoker. Let us vou some new homes heated with stokers anc •̂̂ *'-ners tell you how they get the cor ^'^^ plus absolute comfor 
--^otv. They'll te 

r sweepm -̂, 
ombat the curse ot goo^^ 

We urge you to thoroughly investiguiv. 
bilities of heating with coal and a stoker. Lei 
show you some new homes heated with stokers and 
let the proud owners tell you how they get the con
venience of automatic heat plus absolute comfort, 
amazing economy and complete safety. They'll tell 
you there is no form of automatic heat any cleaner 
and none that equals a stoker for the steady heat 
so necessary to health. 

If you will dig into this question of automatic heat 
with coal you'll be pleasantly surprised. And, there 
will be a good many more new homes built with 
specifications calling for heating with an automatic 
coal burner. 

Yours for better heating 
NORTH WESTERN FUEL COMPANY 
Minneapolis Saint Paul Duluth Superior Milwaukee 
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There's Always a Best in Everything 
IN P O R C E L A I N ENAMEL IT'S 

D A V I D S O N 
Davidson Facilities 

offer a latitude which en
ables the architect to de
sign freely in a wide range 
of sizes, shapes and colors. 

Davidson Equipment 
permits the manufacture 
of building parts that can
not be produced satisfac
torily or promptly by ordi
nary methods. 

Davidson offers the service of a trained, experienced 
architectural and engineering staff to assist in obtaining 
unusual effects and exclusive designs at minimum cost. 

Wri te today for a copy of the Davidson book on porce
lain enamel. 

DAVIDSON E N A M E L PRODUCTS, INC. 
Lima, Ohio 

J O E L F . J A C K S O N 
Northwest Representative 

803 PENCE BUILDING. MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 

A. C Ochs Brick & 
Tile Company 

Manufacturers of 

Artistic Face Brick, Common Brick and 
Structural Building Tile for 

Every Purpose 

Executive Office. 
Springfield. Minnesota 

General Sales Offices 
9 0 6 Foshay Tower 

Minneapol is , Minnesota 

THUMB TACK 

AND ART GUM CRUMBS 
By KEN FULLERTON 

St. Paul Architect 
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DEAR M R . C O L T FUR: 
M y pop's thr man that's runnin' around our house 

pullin' out his side hair (because he ain't got much top 
hair) because he's frantic and he says a guy by your 
name wants him to write sumpin' funny or steal it out 
of some magazine so's you can go to press you pants, 
whatever for I don't know, and my pop says he's got 
to do sumpin' because there's a lot of architects that's 
paid their dues and expects sumpin' cheerful in their 
magazine. 

He says he's gotta write a squib for that guy 'cause 
he ain't writ for a long time, but he don't see a thing 
funny goin' on. He says he'd rather go to Florida, but 
my pop oughta know that ain't so much fun too. Al l 
you do is ride along on pavements and watch traffic 
signs and how many miles is it to the next town and 
study spellin' in the back seat and pass through towns 
with army camps around in the vicinity, so I thot I 
better write for my pop so's when I tell him I writ 
you this he won't have to be settin' around in front of 
the radio and shushin' me every time he hears corn 
plantin' goin' on, and I have to bizz my airplane too 
quiet to get up the right speed. 

I don't no so many jokes that youse guys thinks is 
funny so I don't know what else to write about, except 
that once my pop had a bad time in the hospital and 
got sent a pome, and I notice that once in a while when 
my pop has engine trouble he up's and asks where's his 
poem and he reads it over and grins and its kind of 
easier for me to get a nickel to spend after Cub Scouts. 

A friend of his—Ella Wheeler Wilcox—writ the pome 
and might be she wouldn't want you to print it for 
free, just like ASCAP don't let us kids whistle " I Gotta 
Girl"—but you gotta find out can you print it . 

Anyway if it works on one architect it could work 
on those that's paid up, so if you maybe can't print the 
pome, here's about what it says: 

QUOTE 

Way back, long ago, there was a king—good king too, 
but cagy, but smart too, and he sees that sometimes 
things'll be smooth and sometimes Things'll be rough, 
so he thot he oughta have a motto. So he puts on a 
contest and the prizes was honor and cash and a gold 
watch—anyway a gold locket or sumpin'. Anyway 
the rules was—send in a slogan, short, snappy and 
smart—one he could frame and take a good look at 
when he was feelin' bad, but it had to work the other 
way too, so's he could glance at it when wheat was high 
and when things was just goin' too good. He wanted a 
rememberer that Humpty Dumpty was once feelin' too 
alright and then he fell and broke his appendicitis. 
There was another rule to write a piece about how your 
slogan would work. 

Well the jolly old monarch got lots and lots of slogans 
I guess and it took him a long time to pick a winner, 
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but he did. He picked the little old motto "This, too, 
shall pass away." Just that. Things was funny in those 
days, wasn't they M r . Colt fur? 

Well it turned out that the motto was purty good l̂ e-
cause the fella sent along a bunch of don'ts to go with 
it that made it sound purty comfortin'. 

He says—(the fella that w o n ) — " I f you've had a bad 
break, like a leg, or i f collections don't come in, or if 
you can't get aluminum or stufT—just keep thinkin' 
about that motto and wait (seems to me he shoulda said 
hustle) 'This, too, shall pass away.' He says Pop Time 
brushes up the iron links of pain with gold paint and so's 
you can't see the iron, and he says—dark today, light 
tomorrow just like us kids say day follows night and 
like pop says 'thank Heavens you don't bum no gas 
lamps in the daytime.' He says you can't have fun 
all the time—but also, you can't have no reason to be 
grouchy and feel bad all the time neither. Well that's 
what he says alx)ut the bad. 

Then he says—"if things is good, and you think you 
weigh about fifteen hinidred pounds and you think you 
can stop the world f rom goin' 'round, and it looks 
like the whole bowl is fu l l of just cherries—just go take 
a gander at that 'This, too, shall pass away' line. Says 
—maybe you are a big shot—maybe you have got dough 
and us kids call you mister: he says—Huh! Look what 
happens to a bubble! He says Pop Time's likely to 
kick you right back in the dust bowl lesten you be as 
good as you feel and don't go shovin' too many I's and 
me's around about bein' a wise guy. See. There you 
got the pome workin' both ways. 

Then the fella goes on tellin' you to "just do the 
best you can while you can, and he hints that you 
better plant flowers without no bugs in while you're 
goin' along nice and easy. But anyway—he says—keep 
smilin' and helpin' the other fella and keep thinkin' 
nice stuflf, because if you're grouchy the Lord don't like 
i t . He says a gloomy guy what goes to church is a pair 
of ducks. 

And—he says—"as long as you don't live for ever you 
gotta get around all over—spreadin' sunshine, anyhow 
kind of actio' nice to us kids—and he says—you better 
remember every day that you'd better watch out or 
you'd better cheer up, dependin' on if you feel cocky 
or dumpy, because what you got or ain't got, you're lia
ble to lose or get, even if it's measles." 

U N Q U O T E 

Mr. Colt fur, I ' m sendin' on the pome too so's if 
you don't like how I wr i t i t you can print i t the way 
she says or both, but you better watch out for her 
manager so he don't sue you. Maybe if you jDrint the 
pome way in the back they won't see i t , and then if 
some hardapple don't get what you and me is drivin' 
at, they can look back and see. 
A mighty monarch in the days of old 

Made offer of high honor, wealth and gold, 
To one who should produce in fonn concise 

A Motto for his guidance, terse, yet wise; 
A precept soothing in his hours forlorn, 

Yet one that in his prosperous days should warn. 
• » » • » 

Many the maxims sent the king, men say: 
This one he chose, "This, too, shall pass away." 

» « » » » 
Has some misfortune fallen to your lot? 

This, too, shall pass away: absorb the thought, 
And wait—your waiting will not be in vain. 

Time gilds with gold the iron links of pain. 
The dark today leads into light tomorrow; 

There is no endless joy, no endless sorrow. 
Are you upon earth's heights, no cloud in view? 

Go read your motto once again, "This, too, 
Shall pass away." Fame, glory and power, 

They arc but little bubbles of the hour, 
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SEALED INSULATION 

Tested in the most rigorous of climates—proved 
by performance in 250,000 homes—Balsam-Wool 
Sealed Insulation, applied by the Famous Minne
sota System—is the SURE way to insulate. Write 
for information about the DOUBLE advantages 
which Balsam-Wool provides. 

N u - W o o 

I N S U L A T I N G I N T E R I O R F I N I S H 
Exclusive style and beauty—harmonious FADE-
PROOF colors—plus insulating and acoustical 
value—put Nu-Wood Kolor-Fast Insulating Interior 
Finish in a class by itself. Write for full informa
tion—and ask about Sta-Lite, a new reflective 
board with 76% light reflection. 

W O O D C O N V E R S I O N C O M P A N Y 
Dept. 186-3, F ir s t National Bank BIdg. , St. Paul , M i n n . 

Nu-Wood . . Products of Weyerhaeuser . . Ba l sam-Wool 

i ; H I M I M I I I I I I I M I I I I i n i l M M I M I I U I I l n i l l l M l l l l l i r M M I I I i r M I I M l n i l l M I I I M I I I M I I M I I I I I I I I M I M I M I I M I I I M n i H l l l l l l l i n i l l M n i l l l l l l l l l l i n n l l i 

1 EJd Witk 2). 

M O N T A N A 
TRAVERTINE 
Personality of municipal i ty , organ
ization or pr ivate f i rm is expressed 
b y the structures w h i c h house them. 
That's w h y y o u should not overlook 
Montana Travertine in your selec
t ion of decorative treatment and f in 
ish. It speaks a language of beauty 
a n d permanence in five colors— 
Creme, Sienna, Rose Tan, Golden 
Buff and Sioux Sanguine. Let us 
give you complete information. 

Northwestern Improvement Co. 
1 176 E . Fifth St. SI. Paul, Minn. 

Inside Phone 310 or 215 

Ce. 7773 

iMi i i I r u n i i i i i i i i i i i i M i i i i i i i i r i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i m i l i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i H i i m i i i i i i i i h -
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Make a 100% Investment 
and Stop Wast ing Fuel 

Hundreds of M inneapolis Property 
Owners have seen the "Light", 
following 

Sheridan Hotel 
Wesley Temple Bldg 
Andrews Hotel 
Hampshire Arms 
510 Groveland Hotel 
Standard Oil Co. 

are a few of them: 
Buckingham Apts. 
Sexton Bldg. 
Drexel Apt. 
Ogden Hotel 
New Filtration Plant 

DRAFT GOVERNOR 

For Free Survey of Your Fire and Draft Condition 
Call AT. 1259 

Cole -Su l l i van Eng . Co. 
1316 No. 3rd St. Minneapolis, Minn. 

"The Twin City Granitine 
Nu'Shelf Improved 

AMERICA'S F A V O R I T E 

Laundry Tray 
• With Integral Shelf and Built in Wash Board 
• Modem, Convenient, Durable and Sanitary 

For Quality. Demand Twin City Granitine Trays 
Manufactured by 

Twin City Granitine Company, Inc. 
450-456 North Cleveland : St. Paul, Minnesota 

Sold by all leaditig plumbing supply houses 

Flung by the ruthless years down in the dust. 
Take warning and be worthy of God's trust. 

Use well your prowess while it lasts, leave bloom, 
Not blight, to mark your footprints to the tomb: 

The truest greatness lies in being kind. 
The truest wisdom is a happy mind. 

He who desponds, his Maker's judgment mocks; 
The gloomy Christian is a paradox. 

Only the sunny soul respects its God. 
Since life is brief, we need to make it broad: 

Since life is short we need to make it bright. 
Then keep the old king's motto well in sight, 

And let its meaning permeate each day 
Whatever comes—"This, too, shall pass away." 

E L L A W H E E L E R W I L C O X . 

New Thicker Balsam-Wool At No Extra Cost 
Announced 

A NEW Balsam-Wool of greater efficiency, greater 
thickness and greater moisture protection than ever, has 
just been announced by the Wood Conversion Company, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

This new product, available in "Standard" (formerly 
J//') and "Double Thick" (formerly 1") in widths to 
fit 16" and 24" framing members, is now available for 
immediate shipment. Although the thickness has been 
increased and other improvements have been made, 
there is no increase in price. 

M r . P. A. Ward, Vice President in Charge of Sales, 
.said that the new Double Value Balsam-Wool has been 
designed to put the lumber dealer and the contractor 
back in the insulation business. "With this new prod
uct," he said, " i t wi l l be easy to demonstrate to the con
sumer the advantages and superior qualities of Double 
Value Balsam-Wool Insulation. The new material has 
greater eye appeal, has greater protection against mois
ture, greater thickness, greater efficiency and wil l be 
sold at the same price as formerly. Also, as always, sold 
exclusively through lumber dealers." 

"This new development in Balsam-Wool is something 
we have been working toward for years," said Mr . Ward, 
" i t is not merely a matter of making the already highly 
efficient mat of Balsam-Wool thicker, but of combining 
in it new principles of heat and moisture control. For 
instance, the Double Thick blanket has three individual 
moisture barriers. The Standard blanket has two bar
riers. Each barrier is designed specifically to protect 
the individual thickness which each supports." 

Complete information on this new product together 
with literature and display material is available from 
company salesmen or directly from the Wood Conver
sion Company. 

B L U E P R I N T I N G 
P H O T O C O P I E S - . P L A N O G R A P H S 

^Complete Equipment for 

STUDIOS AND 
DRAFTING ROOMS 

H . A . R O G E R S C O . 
XT. 2247 911 M A R Q U E T T E AVE. 
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7ke S H A R P PencH 
C O L L U S I O N OR COMPETITION? 

P L U M B I N G - H E A T I N G CONTRACTORS spend 9 2 ' I > per 
cent of their estimating time for nothing. The average 
contractor obtains only 7 5^ per cent of the jobs he fig
ures on. I n fact, over 53 per cent of the work upon 
which he submits a price never materializes at all. 

This sad and unremunerative plight of plumbini^-
heating contractors is revealed by a survey made by 
"Plumbing and Heating Business" in one typical large 
U . S. city. The survey proves one thing: it proves that 
if Thurman Arnold is right in his claim that this indus
try is characterized by collusion, the contractors engage 
in estimating expense and drudgery just for the fun of 
it, to the extent of 9 2 ^ j per cent of their estimating 
time. Or it proves that Arnold's conception of our in
dustry' is just a pipe dream. 

The survey covers three recent months of normal ac
tivity. During that period f)02 jobs were figured by the 
group of contractors on which we have the facts. Of 
these 302 jobs, 2 8 0 never materialized at all--they repre
sented the dreams, hopes and aspirations of architects 
and projjcrty owners who thought they would like t<> 
have plumbing some time or other and didn't mind put
ting contractors to the trouble of figuring what plumbing; 
and heating their dreams would cost. In short, over 55 
per cent of the time spent by these contractors in figur
ing work was absolutely wasted, although they had to 
absorb the estimating expense. 

There follows a tabulation of the numlx^r of jobs fig
ured, and the number of jobs secured, by 1 8 typical 
contractors in the city in which the survey was made. 
This tabulation shows that the bidders were successful 
in getting only about 7 /̂2 per cent of the jobs they fig
ured. Think of the tremendous waste of time and 
money which results f rom this intense and cut-throat 
competition. Consider for the moment the plight of the 
man who figured 161 jobs and got 13. Or the man who 
fimm d 9 2 and got four. Or the man who figured 4 5 
and got one. Or turn to the man who figured 1 7 jobs 
and got none at all. 

Is this situation characteristic of the collusion which 
Arnold alleges, or is it characteristic of the cut-tluoat 
competition which permeates and dominates our indus
try in the contracting branch? 

riii 're are those both within and without our industiy 
who believe that plumbing-heating contractors have no 
overhead. An even greater number of people in our 
industry believe that an overhead of 5 per cent to 1 0 
per cent is sufficient for any sort of job, regardless of 
aetual overhead. I t takes but a brief review of the 
first tabulation in this story to prove the existence of 
overhead when one again considers the fact that these 
contractors, all of them solvent, experienced and intelli
gent, only got 1% per cent of the jobs they figured. 
The above figures were not drawn out of a hat to aston
ish the multitude. They are factual, accurate and typi
cal. They should offer irrefutable evidence of the com
petitive conditions within the ranks of the plumbing-
heating contractors. 

Send in your 
"Sharp Pencil" 

Architects Sell Services—Not Merely Blueprints 

W H E N the function of an architect is reduced to 
fundamentals it might well be defined as that which is 
necessary to provide a building ful f i l l ing the owner's de-
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sires and needs in a manner which is practical and 
economical in plan, efficient in operation, pleasing in 
appearance, financially sound, and orientated to obtain 
the fullest benefits and satisfaction f rom the property or 
site. 

Surely the above is no small order, but true architec
tural services must cover the above points and often 
many more. 

Because of this fact it is necessary that the public 
be informed as to what constitutes architectural service 
and that "blueprints" are merely records of ideas, of 
hours, sometimes days of analysis and study of a prob
lem. 

The public must be made to realize that **a set of 
blueprints" and a few hen scratches for a specification 
as furnished to them "free" (?) by "carpitects" and cer
tain lumber yards and millwork firms do not provide 
architectural services and in almost every instance M r . 
Owner gets what you usually get when you get some
thing for nothing. 

Every architect should constantly promote the facts 
as to what true services consist of - - - our better con
tractor friends - - - certain material firms - - - a few 

financing people - - - wi l l help us, B U T we've got to 
do most of the blowing of our own horn. 

Decide now that you wi l l do your part and when a 
comprehensive plan of publicity is presented for action 
by the Association through its Committee on Public Re
lations and Education let's get behind it with not only 
the neces.sary moral support, but the financial means to 
"sell" architecture to the public. 
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FOR MORE 
COMFORTABLE LIVING 

S P E C I F Y 

G A S 
T H E AUTOMATIC F U E L 

MINNEAPOLIS GAS LIGHT CO. 

MARQUETTE AT 8th ST. 

MAin 5133 

W A T E R B U R Y 
FURNACES •AIR CONDITIONERS 
O I L - G A S or COAL-burn ing 

A Correct Size for Any Home 

WATERBURY meets individual home re
quirements, personal preferences and 

cost limitations. Correct engineering and 
quality construction assure greatest efficien
cy, economy and comfort. 

The outstanding performance of WATER
BURY Furnaces and 
Air Conditioners has 
been demonstrated in 
all climates — in all 
sections of the coun
try. See Sweets Cata
log File. 

F a c t o r y engineering 
service to architects 
without charge. Deal
ers t h r o u g h o u t the 
Northwest. F o r S M A L L Homes—2300 

Oil-fired Air Conditioner 

The WATERMAN-
WATERBURY CO. 

1121 Jackson St. N. E . , Minneapolis, Minn. 

DOOR C L O S E R S 

(Cantimied from Page 7) 

top of the door but wi th levers exposed as in regular 
closers—a semi-concealed closer; and Closers con
cealed in the casinj^^ or transom bar over the door and 
with lever sliding alonp^ the top of the door. 

I n all of these cases, while they are moved from 
sij,dn. yet they lack either or all of the following 
points: 

First: They furnish closing power by operatinjj 
way back at the hinge line of the door and cannot | K ) S -
sibly close successfully i f there is the least draf t 
exerted to blow the door ()j)en. 

Second: I f built into a door, the net diameter al
lowed for the checking ])lunger in 1 ^ " thick doors 
is so small as to prevent proper checking without a 
tremendous load on and consequent wear on the 
working mechanism. I t needs to be kept in mind 
that, given a certain checking ])ower, the large diam
eter and a short stroke is nuich more efficient in a 
door clo.ser than a small diameter and a longer 
stroke. The checking action of this case can only be 
about equal to that in small l iquid screen closers. 

Third: Tf the arm lever slides along nn the top of 
the door or jamb, the leverage is exerted to such a dis
advantage that the door wi l l not clo.se properly against 
a slight draft to blow it open. 

A l l of these devices are so lacking in efficiency nec-
es.sary to overcome all of the various door problems 
that they can never effectively become a substitute 
for the regular door clo.ser. Another factor to take 
into consideration is that their cost in manufacturing 
and api)lication, as well, runs very high and in general 
calls for a special construction and design in order 
to permit them to be installed. 

Because of the strategic location of a regular door 
closer on the door, the great advantage in its compound 
lever arms, its accessibility fo r adjustment and servic
ing, its efficient control of the door under all the vary
ing conditions, and its comi)aratively low cost due to 
high production machinery developed, it still remains, 
after years of experiments on other means of control, 
the only practical method of successfully controlliiif^ 
(i-.ors. 

Tl 

WAR B O O S T S DEMAND FOR DOMESTIC 
TRAVERTINE S A Y S MESENBOURG 

"INCREASED demand for Montana Travertine due to 
the fact that imported Italian stocks in this country are 
practically exhausted is noted by F. M . Mcsenbourg, 
Manaj^er of Travertine Properties of the Northwestern 
ImprovenuMit Co. 

"Already the Northwestern Improvement Co. quarries 
near Gardiner, Montana, arc commencing an era of 
greater production," he said. "New equipment has been 
purcha.scd and installed, old equipment has been over
hauled during the winter months, and the spring work 
schedule is under way. 

"A larger force has been set at work and shipping fa
cilities have been expanded to maintain the outgoing 
movement of travertine at the increased production lev
els. The quarries are now working on extensive traver
tine orders for several important buildings in various 
parts of the country." 
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LUX-RIGHT flREflUlflLLS 

BEAUTY O F PELLA CASEMENTS 
P R E S E R V E D BY ROLSCREENS 

RoLSCREENS are an integral part of Fella Casement 
units. They protect the beauty of clear, sparkling glass 
against the "black-out" effect of ordinary flat-frame 
outside screens. Rolscreens are the original inside screens 
that roll up and down like window shades. 

Special AluminA screen-cloth, light gray in color, 
makes Rolscreens practically invisible and enables them 
to admit considerably more light. This special screen 
material is the result of electro-plating special steel wire-
cloth with 5 coats of chemically pure zinc. Rolscreens 
are guaranteed for 1 0 years. 

I n addition to Rolscreens, Pella Casements have four 
other outstanding features that make them the most 
truly complete windows available. These features are: 

1. Single panel Dual Glazing. 
2. Pressure Sealed Weather stripping. 
3. Reinforced frames of steel and wood. 
4. Units are 1 0 0 % assembled and prefitted at the 

factory. 

D u r a b l e l i g h t - r e f l e c t i n g 
steel retainir\g walls you c a n 
install in a jiffy, cutt ing labor a n d 
time costs. Made in O N E piece 
of heavy rust-resisting copper-alloy 
steel, hot-dip galvanized ftFTER 
formation. This special process 
gives the Lux-Right flreawall high 
light-reflecting qualities. F o r a l l 
types of homes or other buildings. 
Free folder NWA-41. 

See SW££T'S File 1941, Seet. 13/44 
SAINT PAUL CORRUGATING C O . 
So. End Wabasha Bridge—St. Paul, Minn. 

Architects recognize THREE ESSENTIALS for 
PERFECT TILE INSTALLATIONS 

FIRST 
The quality of material 

SECOND 
Proper selection of color and design 

to specifications 
THIRD 

and most important — Skilled Installation 
It is our policy to adhere strictly to 

ALL THREE 

DRAKE MARBLE COMPMY 
403 W E S L E Y T E M P L E B L D G 

M I N N E A P O L I S , M I N N 
G E N E V A 6366 

60 P L A T O A V E N U E 
S T . P A U L , M I N N . 

C E . 4759 

M o d e r n S t y l i n g C a l l s F n r W a r r e n V e n e t i a n s 
Housewives today want more than Modern Styling—more than 
just Utility. They want neatness, simplicity, character, modem 
styUng—in their Homes. W A R R E N V E N E T I A N S are the ac
cepted answer to many a housekeeper's wish-thoughts re
garding her window treatment. They have Economy, Utility 
and Modern-ness. They solve daylight and ventilation control 
to a remarkable degree. 

On your N E X T set of specifications, therefore, why not include 
W A R R E N V E N E T I A N S ? Fourteen soft pastel tints allow wide 
choice. Ease of installation and operation are well known. Our 
engineering department wi l l gladly cooperate wi th you. 

WARREN VENETIAN BLIND COMPANY 
2907 E . Hennepin Ave. Cal l G L . 5935 Minneapolis, Minn. 
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IMPRESSIONS O F M E X I C O 
(Continued from Page 14) 

we were in Mexico, we did not alter our diet f rom that 
at home. Except for the elimination of fresh lettuce, 
radishes and fresh f ru i t that cannot be peeled or cook
ed, we enjoyed our food immensely. We were warned 
not to overeat, and told to take a .siesta after the hearty 
noon-day meal in order to avoid indigestion that is 
prevalent in high altitudes. We followed instructions 
and had good heahh and a wonderful time. We en
joyed our hotel food and eating at restaurants in Mexi
co City is ful ly as pleasant as in most foreign places. 

There is much to see. Our first point to visit was the 
zocalo—city square—with the great cathedral, the city 
hall and the national palace. We were interested also in 
the zocalo for the immense amount of traffic that it 
carries, the six-lane thoroughfares that circle about it, 
the maze of traffic lights, street cars, automobiles and 
busses. We were greatly impressed by the flowers, foun
tains and palms, the street vendors and the large num
bers of jM'ople that are here at all hours of the day and 
night. 

I knew that the city had been built on an old lake 
bed and that the foundations arc none too secure un
less builders go down eightv or more feet to bed rock. 
Having lived in Chicago, I expected to see buildings 
that had settled, but hardly expected to see the great 
cathedral, the largest in the western hemisphere, settled 
so that the floor is now below the street level. But the 
cathedral is very beautiful and grand: Spanish renais
sance of the seventeenth century. The interior was a 
bit startling with its superfluous amount of gold leaf—I 
had forgotten how gorgeous these renaissance churches 
usually are, and this one surpas.ses most. The National 
Palace was interesting—covers about four city blocks 
in area and is several stories high. This al.so has set
tled so that one end is four feet below the other, but 
being .so large in area, i t is hardly noticeable. The 
building has b(en jjlanned around numerous courts and 
presents many different sections, additions and altera
tions. Here we found our first Diego Rivera murals on 
the grand staircase; but there are almost miles of Rivera 
and Orosco murals in Mexico—all of them master-
jDieces. 

Such a eity! O l d pahucs. colonial churches, markets; 
boulevards, smart .shops, ultra modern theaters, hotels; 
modern schools, hospitals, clubs; streets of ultra apart
ments; parks, playgrounds with all kinds of equipment, 
swimming pools and riding academies. Yes, it's fun to 
live .iiicl vacation in the Mexican capital. 

A \ isit \.o the National Mu.seum rather startled ine 
with the amount of archa!ological sculpture that they 
have on display. Most of the work is f rom the plateau 
and 1 was im|)ressed by these early pre-conciuest cul
tures. I had heard of the fall of Montezuma and knew 
that there was a great barbaric nation here beloic the 
white man. but I had thought that the best was to be 
found only in ^'u( atan and Peru, and that the Toltec 
and Aztec work in Mexico was most crude by com-
jjarison. That was also a mistake, lor though this 
woik is fearful and blood-curdling in its ferocity, it is 
well finished and represents a veiy advanced technique. 

The best temples and pyramids on the plateau are t(̂  
be seen at I'eotihuacan, thirty-five miles north of Mexi
co Ci ty; though the largest of all man-made pyramids 
is at C lolula, about seventy miles east, near Puebla. This 
largest one measures twelve hundred by thirteen hun
dred feet at the base and was over five hundred feet 
high. It was partially destroyed by the conquistadores 
who built a church on the top in place of tlie ancient 
altar. The pyramids of the Sun and the Moon at Teo-
tihuacan are well preserved. Why were they built? 
Were they tombs like those of Egypt, or places for sa-
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cred fire and sacrifice? The latter supplies the answer. 
I t is said that they were built in pyramidal form to sim
ulate the volcano, and that the archaic pyramids were 
round. These being of later times, Toltec after 900 
A. D., were square and stepped to the top like the zig-
gurats of Ancient Mesopotamia. The similarities are 
uncanny though f rom the point of time and distance 
apart there is no connection between the two civiliza
tions. 

One hundred miles south of Mexico City is T.iscd. 
the little Spanish Colonial town where we lived for three 
months. Beautiful! Like Toaromina in Sicily. Though 
not able to boast the bt^uitiful sea, Tasco is just .is 
picturesque. Marvellous eighteenth century cathedral 
built by Borda, the multi-millionaire from Spain who 
for a few years made this town a place of wealth and 
luxury. Like the hi l l towns of Italy, its palaces are 
now in disrepair and used for hotels, shops and cocktail 
lounges. But Ta.sco has beauty that will always remain, 
and being under the control of the State Department of 
Fine Arts, no alterations can be made in this town that 
will mar its architectural colonial charm. No one should 
go to Mexico without seeing and spending a little time 
here. 

Then, of course, there are Guadalajara, and Morelia, 
Lake Patzcuara, Puebla, Fortin, Oaxaca and many 
other places of interest. Queer names, a different peo
ple; old, new, squalid and ultra, but always beautiful, 
always restful. Mountains, seashore, art and architec
ture. 

I have heard of some people who don't like Mexico; 
but I do and my family does. Given time and a little 
money, there is no place more foreign or more friendly 
than our neighbor, South of the Border, down Mexico 
Way.—The Archi of Alpha Rho Chi. 
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Webster's International Dietionary: Texture is the characteristic structure resulting from the artist's integration 
of the elements, such as the pigment and brushwork of painting. 

T E X T U R E 
T E X T U R E is an attribute of beauty which ARTSTONE possesses in abundance. The 

shape, size and arrangement of the aggregate particles exposed in the finished sur
faces may be varied at will to produce a rugged or delicate texture in keeping with 
the character of the job. The structure and texture of the aggregate itself still 
further extend the range of possible effects. 

ARTSTONE is manufactured under a special process which causes an unusual 
amount of aggregate to be crowded into the face of the units. The method of 
finishing permits the use of crushed stones so hard that they have previously defied 
fabrication by conventional methods. The manner of use makes economically 

practicable the utilization of beautiful stones so rare as to be 
classed as semi-precious. 

I n ARTSTONE, the many facets of the crushed aggregate 
particles reveal and multiply the natural sheen and luster of 
th( original stone, imparting life and lights not obtainable on 
s;iwed or cut surfaces. I n ART.STONK, the designer does in
deed find texture as he needs it. 
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