
These ore the shapes 
of things to come. 

Yet the shapes of tomorrow 
ore yours today. 

Our designers 
put these shapes 

into your space 
for many tomorrows 

of quiet elegance 
uncompromising comfort 
and functional efficiency. 

We ore professionals 
in office technology 

And w e help you communicate 
your image 

through your environment. 

The Office Supply Companies 
of Mississippi, 
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Don't wait until tomorrow. 
Coll us today. 
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FOUR 
Photo-spread of Honor Award structure, the School of Architecture at 
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SIX 
Unusual shapes and materials combine In the A.J. Jordan residence, 
designed by architect Chris Richer, to make the structure worthy of an 
Honor Citation. 

EIGHT 
Chris Richer again with the Honor Citation structure — the Meridian 
Police Facility. The Citation was awarded for the building as "an 
excellent example of civic architecture for a small city and scale that 
relates well to its environment. 

The awards were presented by the members of the Mississippi Chapter, 
AIA at the 1977 Biloxi Convention for excellence in architectural design. 

TEN 
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Orchids 
And 
Onions 
by Paul Roberson, AIA 

Suggestions that the Mississippi Chapter of the AIA follow the lead of 
some other Chapters in honoring not only excellent examples of their 
members' work, but also handing out booby prizes for not so admirable 
efforts are with us again. VVfielher such a program is conducted for fun 
or not, it Ignores one of the more unfortunate aspects of the architect's 
professional plight — the production of successful architecture is not 
always under his total control. Unlike other artists, writers, painters, 
whose success or failure depends entirely on their skill at arranging the 
elements within their art, most architects work in a world in which they 
have litt le to say about many of their activities. 

Architectural criticism is dif f icult at best because to be fair you should 
also judge the conditions under which the work was produced. While 
some architects are more adept at handling adverse conditions and 
un-cooperative clients than others, none of us are above creating an 
aesthetic clinker or "non-architecture" from time to time. 

So, how do you point the fickle finger at someone else's misfortune 
wi thout appearing hypocritical? 

Very carefully. 

CORRECTION: 

We apologize to both Walter Gropius and Mies van der Rohe for 
misspell ing their names (typographical error) in the last issue of THE 
MISSISSIPPI ARCHITECT. At first we thought we might let it go hoping 
that our readers would think that we were referring to two obscure Greek 
architects, but decided that too many people would wonder how two 
Greeks got into the Bauhaus. 

So, we're sorry Walter and Mies (alias Istopiusand Ixies), forgive us. 



Foul* thousand 
landmaî ks 
have been 

knoeked down. 
Since 1930, four thousand of 

America's buildings of 
architectural and historical 

significance have been 
demolished. 

It's time to stop des t roy ing-
time to start finding adaptive 

uses for our historic 
structures. Let's put new life 
into our neighborhoods and 

cit ies; let's restore the 
landmarks we have left to 
imaginative modern uses. 

Join The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation; help 

preserve America's heritage 
for today and the future. 

Please send me more 
information on membership in 
The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. T ^ ^ j ; ^ ^ " 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Mail to : Membership Dept., 
Office of Public Affairs, The 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, 740 Jackson 
Place, NW, 
Washington, DC 20006. 

Let's ^ 
eut it out. 
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R/UDAT... 
A Process To Improve 
Your Neighborhood, 
Town Or City. 
This article was prepared by the 
Urban Plar)ning arid Design 
Committee of the AIA. 

Most Americans live in urban 
areas. Many have moved in from 
rural sections. Some of us are 
here by choice. Others by 
necessity. 

We don't need to be told that 
th is growth creates a lot of new 
problems, and compounds some 
of the old ones. Suburban sprawl 
removes huge areas from 
agriculture and blurs the 
d is t inct ion between urban and 
rural l iving. Abandonment of 
downtowns encourages poverty 
and crime. Population shifts 
produce traffic congestion. The 
environment deteriorates. 
Opportunit ies are missed to 
provide much needed housing, 
sound commercial development, 
and life-giving community 
services. Citizens are threatened 
by corrosive forces they don't 
know how to control. The litany is 
famil iar and frightening. 

Some alarmed communities 
have enacted no-growth statutes. 

and some of these are being 
tested in the courts. Others feel 
it's better to mold and direct 
growth than to legislate it out of 
existence. In almost every town 
and city in the nation people are 
awakening to the quality and 
beauty of tradition, as they have 
in Savannah, Ga., for example. 
Indeed most urban regions have 
many valuable qualities. But 
citizens frequently don't know 
how to build on their assets. 

That's where the R/UDAT 
(Regional/Urban Design 
Assistance Teams) program 
comes in. 

For a decade the AIA has been 
sending these assistance teams 
to American communities that 
have called for help. Cities with a 
combined population of more 
than 10 million citizens have been 
served and professional services 
valued in excess of $2 million 
have been donated. 

Teams are selected for their 
capacity to respond to the 
particular problems of each 
community. They are made up of 
people who are tops in their 
f ields: urban designers, 
economists, sociologists, growth 
management experts, political 
scientists, and lawyers, as well 
as architects. They volunteer their 

time because they believe in the 
urgent cause of our cities. 
Although their traveling and living 
expenses are reimbursed, they 
agree not to accept commissions 
resulting from the study. 

The team chairman visits the 
community well in advance of the 
R/UDAT to meet with its citizens, 
leaders, planning officials, and 
the AIA chapter. A packet of 
maps, statistics and information 
is prepared, together with a 
statement of the problems to be 
confronted. Each R/UDAT 
member gets a copy to study 
prior to leaving home. 

The team's visit is about four 
days, generally an extended 
weekend, and is coordinated by 
the local AIA chapter. Often the 
team is assisted by students from 
a school of architecture or 
planning in the region. 

The team meets with 
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WILSON, NORTH CAROLINA. 
R/UDAT's proposals for Wilson 
were aimed at its changing role in 
relationship to the regional 
setting, its downtown core area 
and its people. The potential 
impacts of the connection to the 
Interstate highway system and 
the development of a more 
diversified base will provide a 
news perspective and an 
opportunity to deal with Wilson's 
changing social and economic 
needs. 

By adopting and re-using such 
structures as the existing tobacco 
warehouses (at left) for new 
activities, such as a market for 
local produce, the existing core 
and neighborhoods could be 
strengthened. 

11 



REMODELING 
OR BUILDING? 

CONSIDER 

Pella "energy-tight" 
Casement Windows 

Lower fuel c o s t s , reduce maintenance 
and inc rease your comfort with (1 ) the 
natural insu la t ing q u a l i t i e s of wood, 
(2) a low maintenance exterior that 
n e e d s no paint ing, (3) double g laz ing 
a n d se l f -s tor ing s c r e e n s , (4) s a s h 
w h i c h c r a n k s to center of opening for 
e a s y w a s h i n g of outs ide g l a s s , (5) soft 
v iny l weatherstr ipping that s e a l s entire 
perimeter. A s k for our free brochure 
on Pella Products. 

S L I M S H A D E ® - Only Pel la Windows 
offer t h i s economical and pract ica l 
means of light and sun control . S l im-
s h a d e i s a narrow-slat bl ind s e t ins ide 
the s a s h between exterior g laz ing and 
the double g laz ing pane l , a s shown 
in the drawing. 

Pel la-Mid South in Memphis 
Serving Greenville to Columbus and North 

9017362-6652 
Pella of Mississippi in Jackson 

601/981-4325 

community groups and gets 
acquainted with local conditions 
at first hand by means of site 
visits and tours. A public hearing 
is held and the team listens. Then 
team members closet themselves 
for intensive sessions, calling on 
local resource people as needed, 
to define problems, establish 
strategies and develop and 
synthesize courses of action. 
Finally, the team's 
recommendations are presented 
to the community at a public 
meeting. 

The team follows 
long-recognized principles of 
urban design. 

Urban design is not simply 
large-scale architecture. It speaks 
to all scales — urban region, 
central city, district, community, 
neighborhood — and to all 
activity areas — commercial and 
industrial, cultural, civic and 
educational. It is a process for 
evaluating community assets, 
analyzing needs and proposing 
action. 

An urban design plan provides 
an outline for development of a 

community, not a blueprint for its 
completion. While the design of a 
single building is influenced by 
the needs of a particular client, 
urban design must resolve a 
varied and sometimes conflicting 
set of public and private 
priorities. 

The impact of R/UDATs is 
varied and important. Sometimes 
R/UDAT results in a substantial 
commitment to long-range 
planning. After a R/UDAT visit to 
McMinnville, one of Oregon's 
smaller communities, money was 
appropriated in the city's budget 
for planning — for the first time 
ever. The R/UDAT 
recommendations formed the 
basis for the downtown plan, 
which has now been officially 
adopted and is in the process of 
being implemented. 

Sometimes R/UDAT can get 
battling factions to talk and work 
together. Fairfax County, 
Virginia, is a suburban area, near 
Washington, D.C., that had 
initially encouraged growth. Then 
the problems engendered by 
growth created a backlash, and 

BAREFIELD'S 
FEATURES THE 

FINEST NAMES IN 
TRADITIONAL AND 

CONTEMPORARY 
O F F I C E FURNISHINGS TO 

FILL ANY NEED. OUR HIGHLY 
S K I L L E D DESIGN STAFF IS 

AVAILABLE TO PLAN FOR YOU 

O F F I C E F U R N I T U R E W S U P P L I E S PRINTING 
SHOW R O O M 301 N O R T H P R E S I D E N T A T Y A Z O O 

ORDINARY O F F I C E S ORDINARILY HAVE PROBLEMS 
BAREFIELD'S O F F I C E PLANNING S P E C I A L I S T S DESIGN 
O F F I C E S OUT OF THE ORDINARY. CALL 3 5 4 - 4 9 6 0 
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an anti-growth contingent was 
head-to-head with people who 
had vested interest in the 
country's continued 
development. The 
recommendations of the Fairfax 
R/UDAT — save open spaces, 
use a balance of transportation 
modes as one means of 
controlling new development, 
develop new centers of 
employment — have influenced 
the county's planning and 
policies. Perhaps more 
important, by stating the 
problems in objective terms, the 
team was able to bring polarized 
citizens together to discuss their 
goals and resolve their problems 
constructively. 

R / UDAT can become a catalyst 
for dramatic action. Following a 
R/UDAT in Honolulu, the Hawaii 
legislature passed a resolution to 
implement certain team 
recommendations immediately, 
among them a specific proposal 
to convert a city dump into a park. 

R/UDAT sometimes speeds up 
the implementation of existing 
plans. The team's 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

If you have almost a 
complete set of The Missis­
sippi Architect magazines but 
are missing some copies, 
here is your opportunity to fil l 
in the blanks at a very modest 
cost. We are offering available 
back issues of The Missis­
sippi Architect magazine at 
the following reduced rates. 

Any single 
issue available $1.00 each 

Please include $.25 per issue 
for postage and handling. 

This offer is effective as 
long as supplies last and 
pertains only to 1970-1976 
issues. 

Mail to : 
The Mississippi Architect 
P.O. Box 112 
Greenville, Miss. 38701 

INCORPORATED 

S. RACEWAY RD 
GREENVILLE, MISS. 38701 

P. O. BOX 1775 
TEL. (601) 378-2127 

Serving Mid-America 
with quality pressure-treated 

wood, for building and 
farm needs. 

fOLLEN 
WOOD PRESERVIIMG CGMPAIVY, iNC. 

Sales P.O. Box 8121 
and Plants Jackson, Mississippi 39204 

Phone (601)948-1746 
Elliott, Mississippi 38926 
Phone (601)226-2350 

•!':ii()SNic)si 
K-33 
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^ TRI-STATE 

ifA Brick and Tile 
((jL Company, Inc. 

Tri-State Brick comes in Standard, Modular, and 
Norman sizes in Red, Brown, Black, Buff, Tan, 
Pink and Gray. Used Effect Brick. Mortar Color. 
Fire Brick. Brick Cleaner. 

R. D.. Robinson—President/C. B. Patton—Sales 
Manager/Jerry Crosby—Assistant Sales Manager 

COAST—Fred Bradley—1524 29th Ave.—Gulfport 
—863-5451 

HATTIESBURG—Karl Redmon—1402 Corrine St. 
—583-9461 

GREENVILLE - Butch Ward - 964 Norwood Pass 
- 332-1135 

Box 9787/Forest Drive 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 
Telephone 981-1410 

recommendations at Shreveport, 
Louisiana, resulted in the 
formation of a nonprofit 
downtown development 
corporation within a month of 
the team's visit. 

R/UDAT has indeed helped 
many cities. It is not a panacea 
for all confl icts and crises, but it 
does provide an opportunity to 
review ubran problems with a 
group of people who have dealt 
with similar problems before, and 
who are wil l ing to share the 
benefits of their experience and 
skills with others. 

The printed report which the 
team leaves behind can only fix 
the starting point fora long and 
continuing effort by the 
community. The city's own 
people must organize for an 
effective program of 
implementation, and R/UDAT 
maintains contact with the 
community to assist it in taking 
action. This combination of 
public and private effort, with 
continuing professional 
guidance, can result in better 
urban areas and a better quality of 

T h e h o m e 
o f t h e f u t u r e 

t O d a V MP&Ls Energy Efficient . . . L w u a y Electric Home 
Save up to 6 0 % on your home heating and cooling costs! Actual performance 
proves that you can with a house built to E 3 recommendations. 

It's the newest home building idea in years and it is the only practical way to build. 
Any style or size house can easily incorporate E 3 building standards. Get details 

on the E 3 Home from MPS.L. 

••• Clectricitii 
The Foreyer Cner9i| 

/ l / l lSS ISSIPPI P O W E R & LIGHT 
Helping Build Mississippi 

M I D D L E S O U T H 
UT IL IT IES SYSTEM 
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life for their inhabitants. 
We know it's true; we've seen it 

happen. 

The involvement and 
commitment of your local AIA 
chapter is very valuable. Its 
members play important roles in 
organization, problem 
identification, information 
gathering, team liaison, and — 
most of all — follow-up. The local 
AIA chapter joins with other local 
citizens and leaders in evaluating 
the R/UDAT's recommendations, 
and in determining programs for 
immediate action. R/UDATin 
turn assists the community in 
every way possible to achieve its 
goals. 

If you feel that a R/UDAT visit 
might be useful to your 
community, get in touch with 
your local AIA chapter or the 
Director of Urban Programs, AIA, 
1735 New York Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202-785-7363). Reports of 
previous R/UDATs are available 
as well as fi lms on some specific 
visits. 

J A C K S O N 

C O N C R E T E 
A DIVISION OF 

DELTA INDUSTRIES. INC. 

READY-MIXED C O N C R E T E 

CONCRETE MASONRY PRODUCTS 

LIGHTWEIGHT A G G R E G A T E S 

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 

QUALITY ENGINEERED PRODUCTS 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 354-3801 

the mississippi architect 
The Perfect Gift 
for the architects, lovers of architecture, preservation enthusiasts, architecture students 
history buffs, planners or dreamers on your gift l ist. 

One year subscription at $4.00. 

Send to 

City 

Address. 

.State Zip 

From. .Occasion 

Please bill me • Check enclosed • 

Name , Address. 

C i t y _ _ — . State .Zip. 

Mail to : 
The Mississippi Architect 
P.O. Box 112 
Greenville, Miss. 38701 

A card will be sent with your gift. 
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GSR Is Coming Soon! 
The Biloxi Hi l ton is the site, 

Thursday, Apri l 13th through 
16th, of the 25th Annual Gulf 
States Regional (GSR) 
Convention. We hope all of you 
are planning to attend. 

Mississippi AIA chapter 
members wi l l have a chance to 
practice their famed hospitality 
wi th coliegues from Alabama, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, and 
Louisiana at the three-day event. 
According to estimates based 
on attendence at the last regional 
convention in Birmingham, more 
than 200 members are expected in 
Bi lox i next Apr i l . 

There wil l be product exhibits. 
Honor Awards, special guest 
speakers, workshops and 
excitement galore. Notices are 
scheduled to be mailed during the 
coming months. 

Potential exhibitors have 
already been contacted once and 
the mai l ing was so successful 
that only a few booths remain. A 

second notice is scheduled for 
early December mailing to fil l the 
remaining booths. Larry 
Bouchil lon, of Bouchillon & 
Harris Architects in Jackson, is 
the product exhibits chairman. 

Get ready to enter your work in 
the competit ion for Honor 
Awards early next year. By 
January 9th, the first notice with 
submission details will be in the 
mail to the general membership 
according to William McMinn, of 
the MSU School of Architecture, 
who is Honor Awards Chairman. 

Program coordination for the 
entire event-filled convention is 
being finalized for a February 

WE HAVE THE SIZE, COLOR 
AND TEXTURE TO PERMIT 

COMPLETE FREEDOM IN DESIGN 

Delta Brick & Tile Company, Inc 
Indianola, MS 38751. Ph. (601)887-4251 

Subsidiary Plant 

Delta-Shuqualak 
Brick & Tile Co., Inc. 

Shuqualak, MS 39361. Ph. (601)793-4561 

Subsidiary Plant 

Delta-Macon Brick 
&Tile Co., Inc. 

Macon, MS 39341. Ph. (601)726-4236 

Members 
Structural Clay Products Institute 

Miss.-La. Brick & Tile Manufacturers Association 

mailing by chairman Matt Virden 
III, of Virden & Roberson Ltd. of 
Greenville. 

Other chapter members 
assisting General Chairman David 
Trigiani (and 1978 chapter 
president) are co-chairman, Mona 
Murphree; registration, Kathy 
Jackson; finance committee, 
James Chastain; publicity, Jim 
Patterson; facilities and 
activit ies, Arthur Godfrey and 
George Peenstra; ladies 
activities, Gloria Fountain; and 
graphics committee, Joe 
Weilenman and Noel Workman 
(of the Delta Design Group). 

As always, workers are 
welcome and sorely needed. 
Contact one of the committee 
members to donate your time and 
energy to help make this an 
extraordinary meeting, one which 
Gulf States architects will long 
remember! 

AIA NEWS RELEASE 
REGIONAL SEMINAR 

BILOXI, MS — State Senator 
Nap Cassiby and Mr. E.J. 
Lacoste, Director of the 
Mississippi State Building 
Commission, addressed the 
American Institute of Architects 
Regional Government Seminar 
here recently. 

The seminar, held at the Biloxi 
Hilton October 5th and 6th, 
focused on the various ways 
architects contribute to, 
participate in, and influence state 
governments. 

Architect/delegates from as far 
away as Indiana and Puerto Rico 
attended workshops conducted in 
the areas of energy, registration 
laws and licensing, architect 
selection by state agencies, 
liability claims, and state 
building codes. 

The seminar was sponsored by 
the Mississippi chapter of the 
AIA, headquartered in Jackson, 
and hosted by the Gulf Coast 
Section. Biloxi architects Thomas 
Compton and Henry Fountain and 
Pascagoula architect Robert 
Slaughter represented the State 
of Mississippi at the seminar. 
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