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P.O. Box 7387
Greensboro,
North Carolina 27407
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Plants and fabric art lend color to the central foyer, which is used by both workers and visitors.

cost-effective method of producing a
large product within a relatively short
amount of time.

By January 1983, the general contrac-
tors for the project had been deter-
mined and site clearing began in May.
The J.N. Pease design team developed a
schedule which called for five bid “pack-
ages” instead of one major package. As
Komisin explains, “Having five bid
packages means that we identified five
different parts of the project, accepted
competitive bids for each one and
sequenced our own design efforts to go
along with the work being done at the
same time on each section.”

The five bid packages involved: one,
site work and the foundation; two, the
basic steel structure, plus any mechan-
ical equipment that had to be built into
the structure, such as chillers and

generators; three, the exterior; four,
the interior; and five, the building auto-
mation system, which controls and
monitors almost all mechanical, elec-
trical, life safety and security equipment
within the facility.

Komisin says that one of the most
unusual aspects of the fast-track system
used for Southern Bell is that “it
involved so many people working so
well together on an intense schedule.
We were very fortunate that the groups
involved were able to learn together and
be a team.”

The general contractor for the project
was McDevitt & Street Co./Parke Divi-
sion of Charlotte. Also instrumental in
the process was Southern Bell's own
Charlotte-based Building and Design
Construction Group (BDCG), headed by
T. S. Cates as operations manager and



Photo by Larry Harwell

JN. Pease Associates designed a three-story central entry building that connects the data-processing (right) and administrative wings.

Data Center Design
Accommodates
Both Man And Machine

By Ellen Grissett

Photography By Aerial Photography
Services

n the fall of 1982, Southern Bell
officials approached the Charlotte-
based engineering/architectural firm
of J.N. Pease Associates with what
could only be called a “plum” job for any
firm. They wanted the firm to design an
ultramodern, regional data-processing
facility to be located on 27 acres in

(Left) The exterior of Southern Bell's Carolina Corpo-
rate Data Center is of anodized aluminum panels with
areas of solar gray glass.

University Research Park, a 3,500-acre
complex of high-technology and
research facilities near the University of
North Carolina at Charlotte.

There was just one catch: the kind of
building Southern Bell wanted would
normally take three years or more to
design and construct, only Southern
Bell officials wanted it finished in 2%2.

The architects and engineers of J.N.
Pease took a collective deep breath and
went to work on what is called the “fast-
track” system.

Project architect John Komisin, who
was to coordinate the $30 million
Southern Bell endeavor for the next 30
months, says that the firm knew imme-

diately that “the usual hard-bid package
couldn’t accomplish what we needed in
the time frame we were given. That’s
when we decided we had to utilize the
fast-track process.”

Instead of designing the entire
project, then ordering materials, then
beginning construction, fast-tracking
would mean that all those functions
would be going on at the same time.
The architects would be designing one
section of the building, while materials
for another were being delivered, while
construction of yet another section was
beginning. Fast-tracking, in the wrong
hands, could result in a gigantic mess —
or it could mean an extremely efficient,

NORTH CAROLINA ARCHITECT 7
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hile the difference between roof windows and skylights

is very straightforward, the choice offers you a virtually
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opens and pivots so both glass surfaces can be cleaned from in-
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id Allen Company a valuable source of
sixty years of experience, we welcome

to provide you with technical information,
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Be as demanding as you like. Our services for architects, engineers,
surveyors and designers include reproduction, design supplies, instru-
ments. Call us. We'll pick up and deliver. Satisfaction 1s guaranteed.

Duncan-Parnell
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where beautiful ideas in brick begin.
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project manager. Although the BDCG
had been involved in the design and
construction of Southern Bell facilities
in the past, this particular project was
“far and away the most complex facility
we’ve ever built,” Wilson says.

The main reason for the complexity of
the project was that the design had to
be modern enough to accommodate a
massive amount of data-processing
equipment while at the same time
provide a “human” environment for the
proportionately small number of people
who actually operate the equipment.

J.N. Pease’s design actually called for
two major buildings — one a five-level,
200, 000-square-foot data-processing
wing, the other a three-story, 50,000-
square-foot administrative wing —
connected by a core entry building. The
three parts had to be designed so that
they could be constructed quickly and
economically and could also be
expanded in the future. To meet these
needs, Pease chose a structural steel
frame with a composite slab on metal
deck, beams and girders. A raised floor
in the data-processing wing allowed
adequate space below for cable distribu-
tion; steel columns were stubbed up
above the roof to allow future vertical
expansion of both wings with a minimal
interruption of the roof membrane.

The exterior of the Carolina Corpo-
rate Data Center is of clear and black
anodized aluminum panels with areas of
solar gray glass. A four-story expanse
of glass block at one end of the
computer wing allows, in Komisin’s
words, “a burst of light” to filter into the
stark, modern wing.

The common core that links the two
wings is both sleek and and “user
friendly.” It features a color scheme of
gray, burgundy, blue and dusty rose,
plumply upholstered seating and eye-
catching fabric art hangings, made by
local artist Jacqueline Heer.

The common-core building was delib-
erately designed by Pease to be the only
entrance into the facility. “We felt that
having both visitors and workers come
in through this one area would give
them a better sense of ‘entry’ into the
building,” says Komisin.

Mechanical and electrical systems for
the facility were designed for maximum
efficiency, with standby power provided
for all systems. A central chilled water
plant, composed of four 500-ton elec-
tricity-driven centrifugal water chillers,
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provides cooling for the computer wing.
Heat generated by the computers is
used to warm the administrative areas
of the building.

Komisin says that the design of the
facility took into account Southern Bell’s
request for future expansion (there is
room for the administrative wing to
expand both laterally and vertically,
while the computer wing may add on
two more floors at some point).

The 27-acre site chosen by Southern
Bell for the data processing center was
also utilized carefully and with an eye to
the future, Komisin says. “We tried to
be very careful with the existing envi-
ronment when we planned the parking
lot in front,” he says.

The fast-tracking system saved
Southern Bell “about 26 weeks in
construction time,” says Komisin. “We

finished just about all the construction
WILLIAM A . KEEN on New Year’s Eve, 1984 — and I do
Sculpture and Architectural Metals mean New Year’s Eve! — and had the

1201 Park Terrace, Greensboro, NC 27403 employees in by late April 1985, ahead
(919) 299-0106 of the May 31 deadline when the lease

on the space they were (then) occupying
expired.”

AIKI FORM 1V
Stainless Steel Polished to No. 8 Mirror Finish
Dimensions 36" Wide - 38" Tall
Edition of 8 © 1985 William A. Keen

Window pains...

We know them well. It's our business to.

We know how demanding historical
preservation can be. And we know how
exacting government standards are.

At Environ, we merge functional energy-
efficient technology with historical
appearances.

And we do it better than anyone in
the Southeast.

The rest is history.

[ 4
Environ
INCORPORATED

1112 N. O. Henry Bivd.
Greensboro, N.C. 27405
919-273-3592

.. Environ, the A window replacement people .. ."’
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~ Weveassignedone ofour best
Technical Service Representatives to your next job.

You want the buildings you design
to be as energy-efficient as pos-
sible. And that takes a special type
of expertise. You need someone
well-versed in the new technolo-
gies, the latest systems and the
new energy alternatives.

To assist your own engineers in this
important area, we have a Pied-
mont Natural Gas Technical Service
Representative available. When

you give him the go-ahead, he'll
conduct a thorough Energy Systems
Analysis of your project. Your free
Analysis will include a computer-
ized load calculation and energy
cost comparison of the alternative
systems which can be matched to
your design requirements. Life cy-
cle cost studies are also available.

We're ready when you are. To put
one of our best Technical Service

Representatives to work on your
next job, just call our Technical Ser-
vices Department, toll-free. From
North Carolina: 1-800-532-0462.
From South Carolina: 1-800-438-
8410. Within Charlotte: 364-3120.

il

Advertisement not paid for by
customers of Piedmont Natural Gas.

NaturalGas
Company

} Piedmont




While Pease had used the fast-track
idea in other, smaller projects, Komisin
admits that the Southern Bell project

was “a learning experience. Now that
we've successfully used it with this
project, we're using it on more and

We Wish To Announce The Following Products more of our projects. Fast-tracking
Are Now Available In A New NON-ASBESTOS started back in the late 1970s, when

interest rates on new construction were
Formula By MANVILLE. so high and people couldn't afford to

build any other way, but I think itsa

TRANS'TE | FLEXBOARD i system that will become almost routine
to architects and engineers. Though it
PERMATONE Il TRANSITOP Il takes a lot of teamwork, the time and

money saved are worth it.”
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J.N. Pease Assoc., Charlotte.
Construction Manager: McDevitt &
Street Co./Parke Div., Charlotte.

P.O. BOX 33476 Steel Fabricator: Southern Engineering,
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28233 Charlotte.

704 /377-3451 Steel Erector: Florence Steel Erectors,
Florence, S.C.
Owner: Southern Bell.

North Carolina’s Largest
Distributor of
Architectural Products:

« Face Brick
« Paving Brick
« Glazed and Unglazed Tiles

« Terra Cotta Veneer and Coping
« Colored Mortars and Agents

OWENS C

FIBERGLAS

520 Brickhaven Drive, P.O. Box 33629,
Raleigh, N.C. 27606
919-828-0541
Toll Free N.C. 1-800-662-7087
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“Theater Completed
A new six-screen theater was
recently completed-at-University Place
in the UNCC area north of Charlotte.
" The 25,000-square-foot theater,
_which is being operated by Piedmont
Theatres of Charlotte, was designed by
the Charlotte=based firmr of Atkinson/
) Dyer Architects. The project was built
by Edifice Inc. of Charlotte for the
Carley Capital ru}up, also-of Charlotter— " B0 il i e s e S
The theater links an existi ng ShOp- Drawing of the recently completqd six-screen theater in Charlotte's University Place complex.
"""""" " ping center and plaza to the site of a 70mm films | ~ story outside covered walk. The roofs
-future high-rise-office complex.-Each John-Watson;-project architect, says- - over-the (two) entrances,-as-wellas
auditorium features 230 seats and has “The large building mass hasbeen ~~ over the covered walks, are red metal
“Dolby or Kinteck sound systems; one reduced in scale by the use of horizontal  standing seam roofing,” the same
auditorium was.designed specifically for .. bands.of green glazed brick and.a one- roofing used.on {;nrrmm ing buildings
[
"""""" N D‘D\: ntown u=ld|ng 1952 wonan AlA award for its conver- -~ usedin Charlotte.” he explains. “In-
- Renavationl. Jnderw y sion of the /lq P, (‘k. d dealer;;ship to the j Pgrticu]a’r, wg’re using sq‘met ing cgllg*d
first office building in Charlotte with - ‘Fiandre,” which is an Italian porcelain-
The 57-year-old-Addison Building; central-air conditioning: ~ized-tile thatis-made from- granite-chips
concrete-and-steel five-story structure Packard Place will offer customized | and is durable enough to be used on the
~ atthe corner of Third and Chiirch leased office and retail space ranging exterior as well as the interior of the
_streets in downtown Chaklnffp, is.about from 300.square feet to.12,000.square building.” b
© to get a major facelift and a new name feet on a single floor, with a new restau- Other features of the “new” building |
he new name; Packard Place; harks " rant tobe located at street levelThe will include recessed lighting, sleek new |
__back to the building’s first use, as a building has about 86,000 square feet of __graphics for tenants, upgraded eleva- .
- Packard dealership. Built in 1928 by J. rentable space. | tors and new sidewalks in front of the
"""" A Jones Construction Co. of Charlotte, Ddell project-architect Steve Onxley —~building;
__the building is today owned by the says that interior renovations should be o L I T D T T B
gewly'icirnned partnership Packard {uinlshe(Li by the ealrly fil}" “flfh exter;or Addi1ti0ﬂ to Resort Begun
"""""" S 33061 tes: renovations -compietea oy tne-ena-ot the |
Renovations to the interior and exte-  year. “One of the unique aspects of this A major addition to the Dillon, S.C.
rior of the building are being handled by | project is that we are using finishes on resort South of the Border is currently
ﬂdg?,llr»Associate 5.0f.Char otte, - wh ich.i the.buil ing tha hmrie,mneyep))efgrp been...under.constructi D1, with occl pancy
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Walk into the executive offices of
North Carolina’s businesses, large and
small. Meet the leadership of the state’s
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scheduled for May, 1986.

The new indoor recreational complex
and motel lobby was designed by
Snowdon, Stogner and Associates P A.
of Laurinburg. The structure will
consist of two aluminum-frame domes
with bronze-tinted plexiglass panels
sitting on precast concrete structures.

° - A

Model of new additions to the Dillon, S.C.,resort “South of the Border.”

The structures will house such facilities
as a sauna, dance floor, bar, patio and
lobby, along with a heated swimming
pool, spa and wading pool.

The addition will cost $1.5 million to
build. Construction will be handled by
A.G. Carter Jr. Inc. of Whiteville,
general contractor.
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Harris & Associates
Estimating & Scheduling
Route 9, Box 233
Easley, South Carolina 29640

(803) 269-7205

We specialize in CACES
estimating for Corps of
Engineers and CES for Naval
Facilities Engineering Command.

Estimates are available
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Firm Moves Up In
National Ranking

Clark Tribble Harris and Li Architects
PA. of Charlotte has moved up 11 posi-
tions in a survey conducted annually by
Building Design & Construction maga-
zine.

The move means that Clark Tribble is
now the 46th largest architectural/engi-
neering firm in the country.

The rankings are based on 1984 reve-
nues from commercial, industrial and
institutional (CII) work and show Clark
Tribble Harris and Li with $7,114,000 in
CII billings. In the 1984 survey, which
was based on 1983 figures, the firm had
ranked 57th in the country with CII bill-
ings of $4,512,000.

Clark Tribble Harris and Li is head-
quartered in Charlotte with additional
offices in New York City and Wash-
ington, D.C. Recent projects have
included the Mint Museum and
Discovery Place expansions and the
design of the new Guest Quarters and
Marriott City Center hotels, all in the
Charlotte area.

Need Help?
Call “CADD Assist”

Need help implementing, managing
or using the computer-aided design and
drafting systems in your architectural
firm? Reg Narmour/The Architectural
Group is offering a new consulting
service that may take some of the head-
aches out of dealing with CADD
systems.

Kirk A. Bodick, AIA

The new service, “CADD Assist,” is
being directed by Kirk A. Bodick, AIA,
registered architect and manager of
computer services for the firm. He
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believes that because CADD systems
represent such large capital investments
for most architectural firms, “It’s impor-
tant to have the right kind of assistance
in selecting a system, in implementing
that system and in creating manage-
ment and operational controls.”

Basically, the “CADD Assist”
consulting service offers aid in these
areas: a general introduction to CADD,
including the pros and cons; evaluating
and selecting the proper system, with
attention paid to financial considera-
tions; implementing the CADD system,
including special training in manage-
ment of the system so that less time is
needed for startup of the system; troub-
leshooting, which includes giving help
with an existing system as well as a new
one; and seminars specifically tailored
to meet a firm’s needs.

Bodick, who earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in architecture from
the University of Michigan, has worked
with CADD systems for more than 10
years. He has implemented CADD
systems for two area firms, including
Reg Narmour.

He says that the new program he is
directing is “people-oriented. We want
to help architectural firms make CADD
systems the valuable tools they should
be in the daily work of a firm.” He adds,
“There are a lot of people out there who
know a lot about computers but not a lot
about architecture, and conversely,
there are people who know a lot about
architecture and nothing about
computers. We're confident we can inte-
grate those two areas through our
service.”

Reg Narmour/The Architectural
Group is initially offering the “CADD
Assist” program to any architects prac-
ticing within the firm’s four service
areas (Charlotte, Raleigh, Washington,
D.C. and Tampa, FL.). For more infor-
mation on the program, firms should
contact Bodick in The Architectural
Group’s home office, Charlotte, at (704)
364-5818.

N.C. Firm Constructs
Resort Condominiums

Metric Constructors Inc. of Charlotte
has begun construction of Ocean
Lagoon Associates’ new luxury ocean-
front Villamare condominiums on Hilton
Head Island.

The three-phase project, located on



an 8Y%2-acre site in the Palmetto Dunes
section of the island, will feature 160
two-and three-bedroom villas.

Design of the first phase of the
project was by David Jensen Associates
Inc. of Denver, Colorado; financing for
the project is being provided by N.C.
National Bank. Completion of phase one
is scheduled for May 1986.

Names and Changes In
N.C. Architecture

Randy Jones is a new architectural
design draftsman with the firm of
Howell Associates, Architects, in
Boone.

Jones received his bachelor’s degree
in architecture from the University of
North Carolina in Charlotte.

Charlotte architect Stephen M.
Hepler and John M. Knight, formerly
with Knight Design, have formed the
firm of Knight Hepler Design, to be
based in Charlotte.

Hepler was formerly with Clark
Tribble Harris and Li Architects and
holds a B.E.D.A. and master’s degree in
architecture from N.C. State University.
Knight’s firm is three years old.

The firm is presently located at 148
Brevard Court in Charlotte but is reno-
vating expanded facilities at 211%2 N.
Tryon St. for a future move. The firm
also recently designed the Colony Park
West office condominiums currently
under construction on W, Morehead St.
in Charlotte as well as 14,000 square
feet of speculative office space in Rock
Hill, S.C.

Fred M. Brune is the new vice pres-
ident for finance at Odell Associates in
Charlotte, a 200-person architectural
and engineering firm with offices in four
states. Brune will manage corporate
finance and human resource activities
for the Charlotte, Greenville, Richmond
and Tampa offices.

Brune was formerly an audit principal
with Arthur Young & Company in Char-
lotte and is a certified public accountant.
He received his bachelor of science
degree in business administration and
accounting from the University of South
Carolina.

Josie Holden is a new project archi-
tect with Charlotte-based Jenkins-Peer
Architects. She was formerly with
Dean/Dale and Dean PA, Jackson, MS
and is a graduate of the Mississippi
State School of Architecture.
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The Carolinas Concrete Masonry
Association elected new officers and
directors for 1986 during their recent
meeting. The new officers are:
Chester A. Pittman Jr., president;
Fred Stevenson, vice president;

J. Kenneth Thomas, secretary-trea-
surer; John Allen and Bill Durham,
directors, Eastern Region; Wayne
Utley and Doug Barbee, directors,
Central Region; and Roddy Edwards
and Warren Cochran, Western Region
directors. Carl Thomas Jr. is the new
associate director.

Continuing on the board for another
year are: Jerald Long, H.A. “Butch”
Hardy, Harry L. Tsumas and Ed
Blanton.

New officers and directors will auto-
matically take office January 1, 1986.

The Carolinas Concrete Masonry
Assoc. is a trade group composed of
concrete-block plants in the Carolinas
and is based in Greensboro, where it
maintains an information center on
concrete masonry design and tech-
nology, passive solar design and house
plans.

Surapon Sujjavanich, AIA

announces the formation of a new firm,
Surapon Sujjavanich and Associates Inc.
The firm offers services in architectural
programming, planning and design,
landscape architecture, interior design,
engineering services and passive/active
solar applications.

The new firm is located at 104 Beech-
tree Court, Apex, N.C. 27502.

Kim Tanzer has joined the firm of
Dail, Dixon & Associates based in
Carrboro. Tanzer received her bachelor
of arts degree from Duke University
and her master’s of architecture degree
from N.C. State University.

Patricia Richmond Ramos has
joined the staff of Overcash-Harris
Architects in Charlotte. Ramos, a grad-
uate of the college of architecture at
UNC-Charlotte, is experienced in multi-
family and commercial design.

Duane Coen is a new registered
landscape architect with the Charlotte-
based firm Dellinger/Lee Associates.

Coen, formerly with a Durham firm,
has a bachelor’s degree in landscape
architecture from Oregon State Univer-
sity and a master’s of landscape archi-
tecture from N.C. State University. O
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Photo by Larry Harwell

Photo by Scott Saunders

(Left) Architects Padgett and
Freeman restored the Clock Tower,
one of the most distinguishable
features on the Biltmore Estate’s old
dairy barn. (Above) After fermenting
and racking, red wines are placed in
oak barrels. Different oaks add their
own subtle qualities to the wines’
taste. (Right) The Clock Tower and
three barns are original structures;
the rest were rebuilt with the aid of
drawings left by the original archi-
tect, Richard Morris Hunt, who
designed the dairy in 1897.

Asheville Firm’s Design Meshes
Touring, Wine Making Functions

Vintage Dairy
Bears New Fruit
As Estate Winery

By Mary Ann Claud
Photography By Aerial Photography Services

sk Asheville architect Jim Padgett what he knew about
wine making three years ago and he will tell you, “Zero.
Until 1982, his firm, Padgett and Freeman, was more
conversant with classrooms than cask rooms. Padgett
estimates they have designed as many schools as any firm in
North Carolina. But that was before they were commissioned to
renovate a dairy barn and convert it into a winery.

“We spent about 18 months on research and made two trips to
California to visit wineries there,” Padgett recalls. “We think we
learned from their failures and their successes.”

In the course of the research, Padgett discovered the Biltmore
Winery required a different approach from that of the 20

’
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This window in the Welcome Center is one of a set made in 1905 by John LaFarge.

wineries he visited in the Sonoma and
Napa valleys. Most California wineries
accommodate visitors as a peripheral
activity to their primary function of
wine production. Once bottled, the wine
is moved off the premises quickly as
possible for national distribution and
sale.

But that was not to be the case at the
Biltmore Winery. Estate officials
viewed visitors to the facility as being
just as important as the wine production
itself. This philosophy, they believed,
would be in keeping with the history of
the estate, which is self-sufficient but
has also been open to visitors since
1895.

This philosophy of course influenced
the design of the new winery. As
Padgett explains, “Here at Biltmore we
are moving up to 5,000 people a day
through the facility in addition to making
and selling the wine. The main design
challenge was meshing the two func-
tions without having one interfere with
the other.”

No strangers to adaptive-use proj-
ects, the firm of Padgett and Freeman
occupies the second floor of what was
once the old Asheville Bakery at 30
Choctow, a building redesigned by the
firm four years ago. Prominently
displayed in the design room is a large
blueprint of the Biltmore Dairy clock
tower, drawn 90 years ago by Richard
Morris Hunt, who also designed the
Biltmore House.

Although Padgett was not responsible
for all the interior design, the areas he
redeveloped give a good indication of his
sensitivity to Hunt’s concepts. Stone
walls, cleaned and left intact, provide
eloquent textural contrast to enormous
cylindrical, stainless-steel fermenting
vats in the crushing room. The soft
blond of French oak casks is echoed in
the general color scheme, and the
neutral colors help to focus attention on
structure and technology. Padgett’s
design is intended, he says, to accent
the historic elements of the building,
allowing Hunt’s work to speak for itself.

A self-guided tour for visitors to the
winery begins in two small theaters
with a 10-minute multimedia presenta-
tion. Considerable space is given to a
tasting room and a sales area, both of
which open onto a rectangular courtyard
shaded by an oak tree as old as the orig-
inal building.

Along with ample accommodations for
visitors, a prime concern from the
outset was that the winery be func-
tional. “The winemaster, Philippe Jour-
dain, has been here for seven years
cultivating the grapes and producing
wine in the basement of the green-
house, and we hired a process engineer
from California to install the equip-
ment,” Padgett says. “Last year the
winery produced 35,000 cases; an addi-
tion now under way will increase output
to 50,000. One of the problems is
making enough wine to meet the

Photo by Larry Harwell
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demand. At present this is the only
place Biltmore Wine is sold.”

A native of western North Carolina,
Padgett’s first architectural office was in
Biltmore Village. He has undertaken
several restoration projects for Biltmore
owner William Cecil, including the
winemaster’s residence, a striking
white antebellum house that crowns a
hill overlooking the winery.

“As you see the winery today, the
clock tower and three barns are original
structures; the rest we rebuilt with the
help of Hunt’s drawings,” says Padgett.
He estimates that 50 percent of the
original building was incorporated into
the new structure. “Fortunately the
Biltmore archives contained a great deal
of very helpful information including
photographs. It was amazing how the
new (winery) function fell into place as
we developed the project.”

For example, original architect Hunt
had included a network of underground
tunnels for the purpose of removing
manure from the stables to nearby
fields. Padgett added a drainage system
and cemented the floors, creating an
ideal underground wine storage area

where the necessary temperature is
easily maintained. Open to visitors as
part of a tour, the perspective of the
tunnels is heightened with a subtle
down-lighting which plays off the stone
walls and gently arched ceilings.

The barn which once housed the
estate’s legendary Biltmore Jersey herd
had been poorly maintained and was
virtually abandoned in 1979 when the
dairy operation separated from the
estate. The exterior treatment looks
like rough stucco but is actually pebble
dash, a combination of mortar and small
creek stone reminiscent of Low Coun-
try tabby. Existing pebble dash was
repaired on the old buildings and a new
generation of craftsmen learned to match
the material for the reconstruction.

The interior space is divided between
public areas, production rooms and
storage. Visitors enter the winery
through the Welcome Center, a large
holding room decorated by London
designer John Finney with elaborate
stencil patterns and Portugese tiles.
Finney was one of eight consultants
who worked with Padgett on the
project. “Coordinating the consultants

ROFESSIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN
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became a major part of my job,” Padgett
says. “Fortunately all the consultants
were very talented men.”

Padgett and Freeman also designed
the new ticket office at the main
entrance to the estate, as well as Deer-
park Restaurant, an NCAIA award
winner in 1980. Padgett views his past
experience working with Cecil as a defi-

“It was amazing how
the new (winery) func-
tion fell into place

as we developed the
project,” says Padgett.

nite plus. “The more you work with a
client, the more you understand what he
expects, and the easier it is to deliver.”

In the course of designing the
winery, Padgett has become something
of an expert in a highly specialized field.
Not especially fond of wine himself, he
says one of his associates has become a
dedicated oenophile as a result of his
work on the winery project. From a
technological standpoint, Padgett is
confident the winery is state-of-the-art.
With wine tanks from France and
bottling equipment from Italy, he says
the Biltmore Winery is a model for East
Coast wine production.

The precision of modern winemaking
is borne out by the winery’s extensive
laboratory facilities and its gyropallet, a
machine which replaces riddling, the
labor-intensive process of turning cham-
pagne bottles by hand.

“Actually, you aren’t supposed to call
any sparkling wine champagne unless it
is made in the Champagne region of
France, but our sparkling wine is made
by the exact process the French use,”
says Padgett. He adds with a chuckle,
“Besides, the winemaster said nobody
would buy it if we call it ‘Buncombe””

Mary Ann Claud is a Tryon-based
free-lance writer.

T O N AR, A RSO e ]

PROJECT CREDITS

Biltmore Estate Winery

Asheville, N.C.

Architect: Padgett and Freeman, Asheville.
General Contractor: Haywood Co.,
Lake Junaluska.
Plumbing & Heating: Moser Inc. of
Asheville.
Electrical: M.B. Haynes Corp., Asheville.
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