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Brian Shawcroft

Raleigh Architect Receives Kamphoefner Prize

he late Henry Kamphoefner once described Brian
Shawcroft’s residence as one of the best houses in
Raleigh, citing its “remarkable interpenetration of
interior spaces.”

Shawcroft designed the home himself, one of the many pro-
jects in an imposing 35-year architectural career that led to his
selection as the 1991 Kamphoefner Prize winner.

Named for the distinguished founder and dean of the School
of Design at North Carolina State University, the $10,000
Kamphoefner Prize is presented by the North Carolina
Architectural Foundation to a North Carolina architect or archi-
tectural firm that, over a period of 10 years or more, has made a
sustained contribution of excellence to the modern architectural
movement.

In honoring Shawcroft, the prize committee singled out an
individual who spent eight years as an associate professor dur-
ing Kamphoefner’s 25 years as the NCSU dean, and for whom
Kamphoefner had an obvious high degree of respect. “Brian
Shawcroft,” Kamphoefner once wrote in N.C. Architecture, “has
done some of the best commercial buildings in the Raleigh area.
His buildings provide the only good architecture in one town
which is blighted by so much architectural trash.”

Brian Shawcroft, AIA

Shawcroft first came to Raleigh in 1960, when Kamphoefner
hired him over the telephone on the advice of Eduardo
Catalano, at the time a teacher of Shawcroft’s at MIT. Following
his eight-year tenure as an associate professor at NCSU, he
served as a lecturer at the School of Design for another 12 years
(1970-82). It is as an educator, and as a leader in educational
facilities design, that he has made his greatest impression archi-
tecturally.

Among his many school projects are facilities ranging in
scope from kindergarten through college, including five recent
elementary and middle schools representing more than $27 mil-
lion of construction in the Triangle area.

Shawcroft’s work on Youngsville Elementary School in
Franklin County earned a 1990 design award from the N.C.
Department of Public Instruction (N.C. Architecture, March-April
1991), while his addition in 1967 to Davie Hall at the University
of North Carolina received an AIA North Carolina merit award.

“I believe you can reach more people and have more impact
positively through schools, where you are dealing with genera-
tions of children coming through,” Shawcroft says. “A good
design has a positive effect on them. It's part of the social aspect
of architecture.”

The social aspects of public architecture that led to the
founding of the modern movement are tenets that have guided
Shawcroft’s career. But the evolution of new forms to address
the changing needs of modern society have stalled in many
respects, Shawcroft says.

“Take airports, for example. There are no precedents (in his-
tory) for airports, so we’ve developed some very interesting
forms to solve very specific problems, and to me that architec-
ture is very exciting. But much of what we're doing today is
ignoring technology. We're taking framed buildings and hang-
ing stone, and they appear to be solid masonry buildings when
in fact they are total facades. To me, it’s just dishonest. There’s a
loss of integrity in what we’ve been doing. That’s the thing I've
tried to maintain - integrity in design, use of systems and mate-
rial.”

The issue of integrity parallels Shawcroft’s interest in struc-
ture and the incorporation and expression of structural systems
as a part of architecture. He became interested in the subject
while working in London and even created a course on the evo-
lution of structural systems during his time at NCSU. “That is
the very essence of architecture, because all buildings are struc-
tures,” he says. “It’s a very challenging and exciting approach to
look at, as opposed to handing it over to an engineer and asking
him to make this stand up.”

Shawcroft is not as excited, however, about the current state
of affairs within his profession and the tendency within the
design world to rehash the past with pseudo-historical architec-
tural references to the “architecture of kings” and non-demo-
cratic society.

“I think we're in a period of decadence in one sense,” he

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1991 7



says. “It's a repeat of what happened a hundred years ago, an
eclectic period where the industrial barons of the 19th century
liked to display their wealth and built mansions for themselves.
We've been doing the same thing with these yuppie monster
houses.

“The 1980s was just a bad period of extravagance and show-
ing off, and we forgot what the real issues are - energy and the
reducing of resources in the world. We need to design to meet
that challenge. Instead, we’ve buried our heads in the sand for
at least 10 years, and the problem is still going on.”

Shawcroft, who was born in England in 1929 and received
his injtial architectural training at South West Essex Technical
College and School of Art, worked as a designer in London,
Toronto and Boston before Kamphoefner beckoned him to
North Carolina. He has published work on structural systems
and analysis, as well as on his extensive research in energy
efficient design. He’s also an accomplished photographer, with
widely published architectural photography credits and a book
on photography for designers preceding his more recent
interests in creative abstract photography and “photographic
safaris” of his various trips overseas.

He is the third winner of the Kamphoefner Prize, and he
couldn’t be happier about joining the company of the first two.

“Norman Pease, the first recipient, has maintained an office
for a very long time that’s produced some of the best buildings
in the state,” Shawcroft says. “Murray Whisnant, who won it
last year, has done excellent work continuously. So I'm in very
good company and I'm very proud to be associated with both
Norman and Murray, because they are people I've always
admired.”

P i Y s

SHAWCROFT'S WORK
ALL PHOTOS BY BRIAN SHAWCROFT

s = N

An avid photographer, Shawcroft took this shot of the Kremlin during
a trip to Moscow. It was published in the AIA desk calendar.

Shawcroft was consulting architect for this Davie Hall addition at UNC, the first new building on the old part of campus in over 50 years
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Interiors of White Plains United Methodist Church (top), the Haakenson

Skylights and exterior of award-winning Youngsville Elementary School ~ residence in Raleigh (middle) and Shawcroft's residence (bottom)
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Legislative Report

UNC System Faces $300 Million Construction Backlog

hen the General Assembly adjourned July
16, lawmakers had completed the grim task
of slicing $576 million spending and raising
taxes $657 million - the largest tax hike in
state history. Those taxes and spending cuts resulted from
North Carolina’s worst fiscal crisis since the Depression.

In the midst of this draconian atmosphere, the 16-cam-
pus University of North Carolina system and its construc-
tion needs are having to bite the proverbial bullet. This
marks the third straight year no new building money has
been allocated to the UNC system, which now faces a
$300 million backlog in much-needed construction.

“If we are going to keep our state moving in the right
direction, we need to at least maintain our traditionally
strong university system,” says Dr. Jay Robinson, UNC
vice president of public affairs. “If we don’t meet our uni-
versity building needs, the state will ultimately suffer.”

As Robinson outlined to the UNC Board of Governors
in late summer, the university system has a long list of
critical building needs that include, but are certainly not
exclusive to, those listed in the chart below.

“Throughout our system, we are far behind in renova-
tions and maintenance,” says Robinson. “Wilmington and
Charlotte, especially, are rapidly-growing campuses and
we simply are not meeting their space requirements.”

Robinson goes on to say, “I guess the most critical need
as far as the economic future of this state is concerned
would be the graduate engineering facility at N.C. State.
Engineering schools are the vehicle which drive a state’s
economic growth, now and in the future.”

A unique situation involves the proposed School of
Business Administration at UNC-Chapel Hill. A promi-
nent family has pledged $10 million to the project but,
unless the state provides $15 million of its own funding,
Robinson says the pledge will likely be withdrawn.

In 1989 and 1990, the General Assembly did, in fact,
appropriate new money for a number of UNC facilities,
but the funding was later reclaimed by the Executive
Branch in order to make up the state’s shortfall.

Senator Kenneth Royall (D-Durham) has introduced a
bill (Senate Bill 928) calling for a $600 million bond refer-
endum, $283 million of which was earmarked for UNC
system capital improvements. The Royall bond proposal,
however, remains mired in the Senate Finance
Committee. It's possible it may be looked at during the
1992 short session and the UNC Board of Governors has
launched a lobbying effort in support of SB 928.

“If there’s an upturn in the economy between now and
next spring, it makes the political environment more fer-
tile for a capital bond referendum,” says Representative
Harry Payne (D-New Hanover). Payne serves as co-chair-
man of the House Appropriations/Education subcommit-
tee.

Payne believes the tax hikes and spending cuts of 1991
made SB 928 politically unpalatable, at least for the short
term. Although Payne thinks university capital improve-
ments are important, he warns that other spending pres-
sures such as state employee and teacher pay raises may
take legislative precedence in 1991, a year when lawmak-
ers stand for re-election.

UNC System Construction Needs

Project Campus Cost

Joyner Library Addition East Carolina $25.8 million
School of Technology N.C. A&T State $7.7 million
Academic Support Services Appalachian State $8.5 million
Engineering Graduate Research Center N.C. State $32.5 million
School of Social Work UNC-Chapel Hill $9.8 million
Classroom & Academic Support Facility UNC Charlotte $22.1 million
New Music Building UNC Greensboro $21.9 million
Physical Sciences Bldg./DeLoach Hall Renov. UNC Wilmington $16.9 million
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At Public Service Company, we'll give you straight answers on energy.
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1991 Design Awards

Three Honor And Five Merit Awards Are Presented

imple elegance and clarity of organization were pre-
mium qualities for the winners of 1991 AIA North
Carolina design awards.

Eight projects were honored with design awards
at the Summer Design Conference held August 9-10 at
Wrightsville Beach. In almost every case, the distinguished
panel of jurors cited straightforward resolution of complex
issues and responsiveness to site as key factors in the award
designation.

Three projects earned Honor Awards and five were present-
ed Merit Awards from among the 74 entries in the competition.
O’Brien/ Atkins Associates of Research Triangle Park claimed
three of the eight awards, one honor and two merit.

The Honor Award winners:

Lee County Civic Center
Sanford, N.C.
Hayes-Howell Professional Association, Southern Pines

Emma Conn Elementary School Media Center Addition
Raleigh, N.C.
Hager, Smith and Huffman Group, PA, Raleigh

North Carolina Hospital Center
Cary, N.C.
O’Brien/ Atkins Associates, PA, Research Triangle Park

The Merit Award winners:

0Old Buckingham Station
Midlothian, Va.
David Furman Architecture, Charlotte

North Carolina Supercomputing Center
Research Triangle Park, N.C.
O’Brien/ Atkins Associates, Research Triangle Park

Anne and Benjamin Cone Building
UNC Greensboro, Greensboro, N.C.
Boney Architects, Wilmington

Research Facility
N.C. State University, Raleigh, N.C.
O’Brien/ Atkins Associates, Research Triangle Park

Private Residence
Hillsborough, N.C.
Dail Dixon & Associates, Chapel Hill
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The Lee County Civic Center, which doubles as a community
college facility with classrooms and offices, was commended for
the way the architect “simplified the many requirements into a
very functional facility plan.” The new media center at Emma
Conn Elementary, juxtaposed with a school that was built in
1952, was called “very simple, clean and unpretentious.” The
N.C. Hospital Center, the headquarters and conferencing facility
for the N.C. Hospital Association, earned mention as an excep-
tionally well-resolved building with its “clarity of organization
and simple elegant gesture of opening outward to the site.”

Peter Q. Bohlin, FAIA, of Bohlin Powell Larkin Cywinski of
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., served as chairman of the jury for this year’s
competition. The other jurors were Alan Levy, FAIA, of Adele
Naude Santos Architects in Philadelphia; Richard Conway
Meyer, AIA, of Philadelphia; and Alan Greenberger, AIA, of
MGA Partners of Philadelphia.

Philip L. Szostak, AIA, of NBB] North Carolina in Research
Triangle Park, served as chairman of AIA North Carolina’s
design awards program.

AIA North Carolina design awards have been presented
annually since 1955 in order to encourage and recognize excel-
lence in architecture and to make the public aware of the vari-
ety, scope and quality of architecture in the state. Entries are
judged for excellence in function, economy and environmental
harmony; for executing a complex program in a distinguished
manner; and for creativity, both aesthetic and structural.

To be eligible for design award consideration in 1991, entries
had to be executed building projects designed by members of
AIA North Carolina and completed after January 1, 1981, either
in the United States or abroad.

Along with the awards presentations, the Summer Design
Conference featured seminars by Lauren B. (Monk) Askew,
AIA, of the Rouse Company; Edwin F. (Abie) Harris Jr., FAIA,
of N.C. State; and Bohlin; exhibits by minority and women
architects from across the state; a historical resources design
competition among AIA North Carolina sections; a sandcastle
building contest; and numerous other recreational activities.

The 1991 Kamphoefner Prize for sustained contribution to
the modern movement in architecture also was presented dur-
ing the conference, to Raleigh architect Brian Shawcroft, AIA
(see page 7).

Opposite page: Lee County Civic Center in Sanford, by Hayes-
Howell Professional Association
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Lee County Civic Center

Architect: Hayes-Howell Professional Association,
Southern Pines

Owner: County of Lee

Location: Sanford

General Contractor: New South Construction, Inc., Southern
Pines

Mechanical & Electrical Engineering: Buffaloe, Morgan &
Associates, Raleigh

Structural Engineering: Gardner, McDaniel & Stewart, Durham
Food Services: Faassen & Associates, Charlotte

Photography: McKenzie-Dickerson

The owner required a
building that could function
as a community college facili-
ty and as a civic center with
classrooms, offices, a 200-seat
recital hall and a 1,500-seat
multi-purpose space. This
room was to have a stage and
be divisible into small assem-
bly spaces through the use of
operable partitions. The
owner requested a catering
kitchen capable of serving 750
people at a time in the multi-
purpose room. It was neces-
sary to park 500 cars on the
site and provide easy access
for loading from as many
sides as possible.

The building is organized
on the site to provide an entry
that addresses the campus to
the east and one that address-
es the major road to the west.
The form of the building is
intended to suggest its role as
the “gate house” for the com-
munity college campus and its
role in the community as a
place of important local
events. The lobby is a con-
course for circulation and

I—'—'ﬂ

gathering that connects these
two important sides of the
building with two major
spaces within. Large coiling
doors in the Exhibition Hall
provide easy access for trade
exhibits such as boat shows.
The support functions of
mechanical rooms, kitchen,
dressing facilities are integrat-
ed to provide maximum ser-
viceability and to modulate
the scale of a programmatical-
ly large volume.

The interior building fin-
ishes were chosen for durabil-
ity over a life of intense use.
The brick exterior provides
durability and supports the
identity of a community with
one of its major industries.

Jury Comments: “The program
developed for this facility could
have been very complicated. The
architect, however, simplified the
many requirements into a very
functional facility plan, exhibit-
ing both lucid planning and ele-
gant, subtle detailing. Its refined
restraint is commendable.”
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Emma Conn Elementary School
Media Center Addition

Architect: Hager, Smith and Huffman Group, PA, Raleigh

Owner: Wake County Public Schools System
Location: Raleigh
General Contractor: JEDCO Construction Co., Inc., Raleigh
Mechanical & Electrical Engineering: RMA, Inc., Raleigh
Structural Engineering: Neville Engineering, Chapel Hill
Photography: Greg Loflin

BL

Wake County Public
Schools required a 5,960
square foot media center addi-
tion to an elementary school
constructed in 1952. The pro-
gram consists of a 2,500
square foot reading room with
support space, including com-
puter classroom, audio/visual
production room, periodicals,
circulation, conference room
and other ancillary spaces.
One of the owner’s goals for
the project was to have the

media center become the cen- .

tral focus of the school’s edu-
cational program.

The media center addition
was placed beside the main
entrance to the school, provid-
ing central access for students,
an excellent view into the
adjacent wooded area and a
position of prominence both
visually and functionally. The
siting takes advantage of the
low approach to the building,
up a hillside.

The central theme of the
interior is color and light. The
large curtain wall with pat-
terns of opaque, translucent
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and transparent glass modu-
lates light and view. The high
floating ceiling panel acts as a
huge soft light when illumi-
nated by the upturned indus-
trial fixtures. All surfaces
above the seven foot height
are painted white to form a
canopy of soft light above the
intense color and activity
below. Due to the very limited
budget, only inexpensive
materials and simple forms
could be used. In the support
spaces, colors are used as an
accent when they are viewed
through windows from the
reading room. These areas of
intense color are balanced by
fields of white.

Jury Comments: “The project is
very simple, clean and unpreten-
tious. The idea to utilize the mod-
ernistic existing school as the
generator and backdrop for this
new addition leads to its elegant
scheme. The architects have done
a fine job of modulating the qual-
ity of light within the reading
room.”
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North Carolina Hospital Center

Architect: O’Brien/Atkins Associates, PA,

Research Triangle Park

Owner: North Carolina Hospital Association

Location: Cary

General Contractor: ].M. Thompson Construction Co., Raleigh
Mechanical & Electrical Engineering: O’Brien/Atkins Associates
Structural Engineering: GKC Associates, Durham

Interior Design: O’Brien/ Atkins Associates

Landscape Architecture & Planning: O’Brien/Atkins Associates

Photography: Allen Weiss

The N.C. Hospital Center is
the new headquarters build-
ing for the N.C. Hospital
Association. It is a non-profit
organization that represents
its member hospitals through-
out the state. The building
houses two primary functions:
meeting/seminar rooms and
offices for the association. The
10-acre wooded site was
selected to accommodate the
client’s desire to move from
downtown to a wooded sub-
urban location.

The architecture expresses
the public spaces and the pri-
vate offices through two site
orientations. The lobby/
gallery lies in the resultant
space between these orienta-
tions. The view from the
expanding space of the lobby
looks over an exterior court
and to a backdrop of trees.

The materials of the build-
ing are a direct response to the
colors of the site. The red
brick matches the red clay
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soil; the aluminum panels,
window frames and interior
columns match the silver
color of the tree trunks. The
glass has a slight green tint
similar to the leaves on the
trees. The interior finishes
complement the same palate:
natural cherry wood, alu-
minum and stainless steel,
neutral fabric walls, green and
gray carpeting and furniture
in greens and purples.

The meeting/seminar
rooms are expressed as pavil-
ions to help modulate the
scale of the entry elevation.
The public entry is between
the seminar rooms and the
board rooms.

Jury Comments: “This is an
exceptionally well-resolved build-
ing, from its clarity or organiza-
tion and simple elegant gesture of
opening outward to the site, to its
highly-selective detailing and use
of materials.”
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N.C. Hospital Center interiors: Board room and custom-built conference table (top), and main lobby
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Old Buckingham Station

Architect: David Furman Architecture, Charlotte

Owner: Summit/Tufaro

Location: Midlothian, VA

General Contractor: George W. Kane, Inc., Durham
Landscape Architect: Land Design, Alexander, VA
Photography: Rick Alexander & Associates
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This project is an effort to
bring a sense of focus to a 350-
unit apartment community by
taking the “clubhouse” and 60
units, or four separate build-
ings, and plugging them into
one large central building.
This building was then sited
within the overall project as a
centerpiece. The front
becomes an entry court at the
end of a tree-lined procession-
al drive. The back side
becomes the pool court with
formal gardens. The ends
become the parking sides pro-
viding access to the corridors
containing the unit’s front
door. All decks from units ori-
ent toward the front or rear

courtyard. The core of the
building is a two-story
lobby/club/leasing/manage-
ment offices with an elevator.
The upper two floors are spe-
cial penthouse apartments.

This building is a unique
twist on the typical apartment
project by introducing a varia-
tion to mass, scale and
lifestyle.

Jury Comments: “Fashioned
like an old resort hotel, this pro-
ject evokes images of another
time. The consistent detailing
and prominence of this building
on the site is a simple and won-
derful solution.”



The Anne and Benjamin
Cone Building of the
University of North Carolina
at Greensboro was conceived
as a landmark for the univer-
sity’s campus. It houses one of
the South’s most extensive
collections of 20th century art.

The building’s plan is
shaped by the requirement of
the two entrances: the campus
entrance on Spring Garden
Street through the large
columns, and the public
entrance from parking areas
through the sculpture garden.
A green and white marble
tower marks the beginning of
a campus pedestrian way and
is a visible symbol from sur-
rounding streets. Sculpture is
displayed dynamically
beneath the conical skylight of
the tower. The different mate-
rials of the building’s exterior
establish an eclectic character,
expressive of the art muse-
um’s collection. The forms of
the building indicate its func-
tions, with the public spaces

in the large scale block and
the private functions in the
smaller scale wing.

Since the building is to
function as a teaching muse-
um, the lecture halls and
teaching galleries are on the
first floor and the large flexi-
ble galleries for the collections
are on the second floor.
Although the galleries them-
selves are artificially illumi-
nated, the circulation spaces
admit natural light into the
center of the building so that
the art is never far away from
the compliments of daylight.
The materials of the interior
were selected to provide a
stron and warm background.

Jury Comments: “The exterior
is bold and understandable but
the interior clearly excels. The
public areas are clearly defined
and all gallery areas are accessi-
ble. The diverse range of galleries
found here are linked by natural-
ly lit circulation spaces, evoking
elegance and a sense of welcome.”

Anne and Benjamin Cone Building
Architect: Boney Architects, Wilmington

Architectural Consultant: Mitchell/Giurgola Architects,
Philadelphia

Owner: University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Location: Greensboro

General Contractor: Fowler-Jones Construction Company,
Winston-Salem

Mechanical & Electrical Engineering: Cheatham and Associates,
Wilmington

Structural Engineering: McKim and Creed, Wilmington
Landscape Architecture: Land Design, Charlotte

Security Consultant: Joseph H. Chapman, Inc., Wilton, CT
Lighting Consultant: Robinson Roth and Associates, Boston
Photography: Gordon H. Schenck Jr.
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N.C. Supercomputing Center
Architect: O’Brien/Atkins Associates, PA

Owner: Microelectronics Center of N.C.

Location: Research Triangle Park

General Contractor: Davidson & Jones Construction Company,
Raleigh

Mechanical & Electrical Engineering: O’'Brien/Atkins Associates
Structural Engineering: GKC Associates, Durham

Interior Design: O’Brien/ Atkins Associates

Landscape Architecture & Planning: O’Brien/ Atkins Associates
Photography: Allen Weiss
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The Supercomputing
Center for the State of North
Carolina and the
Microelectronics Center of
North Carolina (MCNC) was
built to house the state’s first
supercomputer, the Cray Y-
MP, and to provide office
space for researchers that uti-
lize the supercomputer. The
site for the new building is
adjacent to and included on
the campus of MCNC.

The program was divided
equally between private
offices and public spaces. The
public spaces consist of the
computer room, meeting/con-
ference rooms, a teleconfer-
ence room, a visualization lab
and library.

The plan is conceptually
ordered about a linear core
that acts as an internal separa-
tor between the public and
private spaces. The public
spaces and public entry are
sited to face west, toward the
existing Microelectronics
Center, thus establishing a
desired relationship between
the two facilities. The offices
face east into a 150-foot buffer
of trees. To modulate the mass
of the building and to formal-
ly suggest the idea of center, a

circle was inscried about the
perimeter of the plan. To the
west (public side), the circle
expresses the computer room
that lies behind, as well as
providing a public balcony
from the main entry to the
building. On the east side, the
circle is manifest in an arc of
crepe myrtles to be viewed
from the offices.

Jury Comments: “An easy-to-
understand project. It has public
and private spaces, separated by a
linear core and centered by the
circular shape that gives promi-
nence to the computer room. The
building is handsomely and con-
sistently detailed, and the materi-
als reinforce its quality and sim-

plicity.”



This 35,000 square foot
building was designed as a
reseach incubator facility.
Constructed on a fast-track
schedule, the building had
only one assigned user until
well into the construction
phase. The multiple tenants
and their potential variety in
terms of research to be con-
ducted demanded that all sys-
tems be changeable, orga-
nized and equally accessible
without disruption to other
tenants. Thus, the building is
zoned with mechanical spaces
on one side of the laboratory
area and offices on the other.
The mechanical systems have
dedicated horizontal and ver-
tical spaces that are complete-
ly accessible. Within the
length of the building, there
are three vertical zones that
culminate in penthouses
under pitched roofs. Roof

penetrations are then orga-
nized at the top.

The building is sited at the
edge of a dedicated greenway
ravine next to a pedestrian
bridge that spans the ravine.
The function of the facility
and the siting led to a build-
ing of two very different faces.
On the uphill side are park-
ing, service, mechanical and
utility spaces. This suggested
a face that is more severe.
Horizontal brick bands are
used to tie the building
together and reduce the scale
of the otherwise sheer wall.
The bands repeat the win-
dows from the other side. The
downbhill side contains offices,
conference rooms, lounges
and other people spaces. This
face of the building is more
articulated and the roofs are
hipped to respond to the slope
of the land.

Jury Comments: “A multi-ten-
ant research facility can be very
complicated but the architect
clearly refined the program and
construction systems. The build-
ing is very functional yet very
changeable, and the architecture
thoughtfully relates to the sur-
rounding campus.”

Research Facility
Architect: O’Brien/Atkins Associates, PA

Owner: North Carolina State University

Location: Raleigh

General Contractor: L.P. Cox Company, Sanford

Mechanical, Electrical & HVAC Engineering: O’'Brien/ Atkins
Associates

Structural Engineering: Ezra Meir Associates, Raleigh

Civil Engineering: Ballentine Associates, Chapel Hill
Interior Design: O’Brien/ Atkins Associates

Landscape Architecture: O'Brien/ Atkins Associates
Photography: Allen Weiss, Rick Alexander
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Private Residence

Architect: Dail Dixon & Associates, Chapel Hill

Location: Hillsborough

General Contractor: Triangle Homecrafters, Inc., Durham

Photography: Jerry Markatos

This private residence is
located on a steep, wooded
site overlooking a lake to the
northeast and a wooded
ravine to the southwest. Its
design was strongly influ-
enced by this beautiful setting
and by the clients’ interest in
both traditional and contem-
porary Japanese culture and
architecture, the result of

ranaatad vricite +a that ~atinbexr
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bedroom, are located on the
entry level. Public living areas
are located on the floor below
and are accessed by a stair
leading down from the foyer.
This stair is defined on one
side by a deep grid that serves
as a handrail at the entry level,
open display shelving along
the stair and cabinets in the
kitchen. A similar grid is

the lake with full-height glass.
Perhaps the most specifically
Japanese element of the house
— a traditional Tatami Room —
is joined to the living room by
a single doorway. Its more
special or formal nature is
emphasized by its minimal
connection to the main body
of the house, and by an exag-
gerated level change.

oo L .l

the entry path are painted
deep red to echo the color of
Shinto torii (gates of wel-
come). These details frame
and enhance both the sur-
rounding landscape and the
many Japanese artifacts that
populate the house and, along
with the configuration of the
rooms, produce an environ-
ment that is Oriental both in
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Ligon B. Flynn, Raleigh, Visitor Reception Center, Brookgreen Gardens,
S.C., Award of Merit

Oxenfeld & Newkirk, Wilmington, Cameron Beach Residence, Figure 8
Island, Award of Merit

Wheatley/Whisnant Assoc., Charlotte, Whisnant Residence, Charlotte,
Award of Merit

Envirotek, Inc., Raleigh, Raleigh Pre-School, Award of Merit

191

A.G.Odell Jr. & Assoc., Charlotte, St. Andrews Presbyterian College
Science Building, Laurinburg, Award of Merit

M. McDowell Brackett & Assoc., Charlotte, Mecklenburg Center for
Human Development, Charlotte, Merit Award

Ligon B. Flynn, Raleigh, Condominiums for Litchfield Plantation,
Pawleys Island, Award of Merit

Wheatley-Whisnant & Assoc., Charlotte, Science & Service Center, Collins
& Aikman Corp,, Charlotte, Award of Merit

Cogswell/Hausler Assoc., Chapel Hill Fire Station Thre, Chapel Hil,
Avward of Merit

Cogswell/Hausler Assoc,, Chapel Hill, Cogswell Residence, Chapel Hill,
Award of Merit

Wolf Assoc,, Architects, Charlotte, NCNB/ Beatties Ford Rd. Branch,
Charlotte, Award of Merit

J. Bertram King, FAIA, Asheville, Occupational Building Asheville High
School, Asheville, Award of Merit

Cogswell/Hausler Assoc., Chapel Hill, Ridgefield Townhouses, Chapel
Hill, Award of Merit

Leslie N. Boney, Architect, Wilmington, Isothermal Community College,
Spindale, Award of Merit

W. Crutcher Ross, Architect & Assoc., Charlotte, An Architect's Office,
Charlotte, Award of Merit

Oxentield & Newkirk, AIA, Wilmington, Beach Retreat, Figure 8 Island,
Award of Merit

J.N. Pease Assoc, Charlotte, Sharon Towers, Charlotte, Award of Merit
J. Hyatt Hammond Assoc, Wilkes Community College, Wilkesboro,
Award of Merit

Hayes, Howell & Assoc, Southern Pines, Pinecrest High School, Southern
Pines, Award of Merit

197

Cogswell/Hausler, Chapel Hill, Tunkey Public Housing, Fayetteville,
Award of Merit

Paul Braswell, Charlotte, Sanctuary & Administration-Education Bldg,, St
Martin's Lutheran Church, Albemarle, Award of Merit

J. Hyatt Hammond, Asheboro, Woodlawn Middle School, Mebane,
Award of Merit

Six Associates, Asheville, Chemistry & Life Sciences Laboratory Bldg,
Research Triangle Park, Research Triangle Institute, Award of Merit
Hayes, Howell & Assoc, Southem Pines, Waterside Residence, Camden,
Award of Merit

Paul Braswell, Charlotte, Outdoor Learning Center, Myers Park Baptist
Church, Charlotte, Award of Merit

1973

Wolf Assoc., Charlotte, NCNB Park Rd. at Abbey P1, Charlotte, Honor
Award

John D. Latimer, Durham, Cedar Terrace Office Project, Durham, Award
of Merit

Wolf Assoc., Charlotte, Restoration & Office Interiors Latta Arcade,
Charlotte, Award Merit

1974
No Awards

1975

Edwin F. Harris, NCSU, Raleigh, Campus Planning, Raleigh, Honor
Award

Charles L. McMurray, Charlotte, Woodmere Apts,, Charlotte, Honor
Award

Basil G. F. Laslett & William L. Laslett, Fayetteville, A. Horse Shed,
Fayetteville, Honor Award

J. Hyatt Hammond, Asheboro, New Bank Facility, Asheboro, Merit
Award

John D. Latimer & Assoc., Durham, Colony Rd. Professional Center,
Durham, Merit Award

Basil G. F. & William L. Laslett, Fayetteville, Gray Fox Farm, Pinehurst,
Merit Award

J-N. Pease Assoc., Charlotte, Parking Decks, NCSU, Raleigh, Merit
Award

Moore-Robinson, Asheville, Unitarian-Universalist Church, Asheville,
Merit Award

1976

(Clark Tribble Harris & Li, Charlotte, Cedar Forest Racquet Club,
Charlotte, Honor Award

Wolf Assoc. Architects, Charlotte, Patterson Residence, Hinesburg, VT,
Honor Award

Wolf Assoc. Architects, Charlotte, Interiors for Williams Cos, N.Y. City,
Merit Award

Wolf Assoc. Architects, Charlotte, Interiors for Horblower & Weeks,
Charlotte, Merit Award

Odell Assoc., Charlotte, Ft. Bragg Fedreal Credit Union, Fayetteville
Merit Award

Odell Assoc., Charlotte, Fieldcrest Technical Center, Eden, NC, Merit
Award

1977

John D. Latimer & Assoc,, Durham, Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
Raleigh, Honor Award

Jackson, Padgett, Freeman, Asheville, Condominiums for the Elderly,
Asheville, Honor Award

Hayes, Howell & Assoc., Southern Pines, Southern Middle School,
Alamance Co., Honor Award

Six Associates, Asheville, Museum of the Cherokee Indians, Cherokee,
Honor Award

Wheatley/Whisnant, Charlotte, Self-Service Laundry for Public Housing,
Charlotte, Honor Award

J.N. Pease Assoc., Charlotte, Mecklenburg Scout Reservation,
Dysartsville, Honor Award

1978

Wolf Assoc., Charlotte, Mecklenburg Co. Courthouse, Charlotte, Hoor
Award

McMurray Architects + Planners, Charlotte, Monastery Renovation,
Belmont, Honor Award

Ligon B. Flynn, Architect, Wilmington, Yacht Club, Wilmington, Honor
Award

. N. Pease Assoc., Charlotte, Wingate College Student Center, Wingate,
Honor Award

McMurray Architects + Planners, Charlotte Technical Institute, Spruce
Pine, Merit Award

J. N. Pease Assoc,, Charlotte, Telephone Equipment Bldg,, Charlotte,
Merit Award

Wolf Assoc, Charlotte, Corporate Service Center, Charlotte, Merit Award
Dellinger/Lee Assoc, Charlotie, Luxury Condominium, Charlotte, Merit
Award

1979

Clark, Harris, Tribble & Li, Charlotte, Parking Structure, Charlotte, Honor
Award

Henry W. Johnston Architect, Wilmington, Beach House, Figure 8 Island,
Honor Award

W. Crutcher Ross Assoc,, Charlotte, Shopping Complex, Charlotte, Honor
Award

John D. Latimer & Assoc./Roger H. Clark, Durham, Pub. Serv. District
Headquarters, Durham, Honor Award

1980

Honor

Padgett & Freeman, Architects, PA, Asheville, Deerpark Restaurant,
Asheville

Datton-Morgan, Charlotte, JML Credit Union, Charlotte

Newman, Calloway, johnson, Van Etten, Winfree, Winston-Salem,
Southeastern Center for Contemporary Art, Winston-Salem

Jay DeChesere/AIA, Synthesis Architects-Planners, The Landing
Office/Retail Complex, Wrightsville Beach

1981

Historic Preservation Awards (adaptive reuse and restoration)

Honor

Paul Braswell Architect, PA, Charlotte, Condominiums, Charlotte
Merit

Clark Tribble Harris & Li, Charlotte, Market Place, Washington, D. C.
Padgett & Freeman, Asheville, Ministries Center - First Baptist Church,
Asheville

Carr, Harrison, Pruden, Inc., Durham, Strickland Residence, Durham
Ferebee, Walters & Assoc, Charlotte, East Bay Trading Company
Restaurant, Charleston, 5. C.

Current Use Awards

Honor

Gantt/Huberman Assoc, Charlotte Apartments, UNC-Charlotte
Ligon B. Flynn, AIA, Architect, Wilmington, and Brady & Brannon,
Architects, Tryon, Camp Housing, Brevard

Dellinger Lee Nichols Assoc, PA, Charlotte, PIC & PAY Shoes, Inc,
Charlotte

Meyer Greeson Architects/Interior Design, PA, Charlotte, Law offices,
Charlotte

('Brien/Atkins Assoc, PA, Chapel Hill and Roger H. Clark, AIA, Design
Architect, Raleigh, Eastowne 500 Office Building, Chapel Hill

Wolf Assoc., Charlotte, Slugs 30th Edition Restaurant, Charlotte

1982

Honor

Clark Tribble Harris & Li Architects, PA, Charlotte, Discovery Place-
Museum of Science and Technology, Charlotte

Dalton-Morgan & Partners, P.A,, Charlotte, Vanply Corporate Offices,
Charlotte

Merit

Reg Narmour/ The Architectural Group, Charlotte, Tenth Avenue
Townhouses, Charlotte

DW Design, PA, Charlotte, Fryar Dental Clinic, Mooresville
Dalton-Morgan and Partners, P.A., Charlotte, Reynolds Office Building,
Mint Hill

1983

Wolf Assoc., Charlotte, Aplix, Inc., Charlotte

Six Associates, Asheville, Marleine Reader Harris Media Center, Mars
Hill

Jenkins-Peer Architects, Charlotte, Sixth and Pine Condominiums,
Charlotte

Hammill-Walter Assoc., The Croxton Collaborative, Winston-Salem,
Ground Floor Restoration - R ). Reynolds Tobacco Company, Winston-
Galem

David Furman Architecture, Charlotte, Springfield Square, Charlotte

1984

Burnstudio, Raleigh, and Jenkins-Peer, Charlote, County Courthouse,
Kinston

Newman Johnson Calloway Winfree, Winston-Salem, The Stevens Center,
Winston-Salem

Clark Tribble Harris and Li Architects, PA, Charlotte, Retail Shopping
Center, Georgetown Park, Washington, D. C.

Burnstudio Architects, PA, Raleigh, County Social Services Building,
Pittsboro

David Furman Architecture, Charlotte, Queen’s Station, Charlotte

1985

Hal Tribble, Architect, Charlotte, Private Residence, Charlotte

David Furman/ Architecture, Charlotte, Single-family residence, Lake
Norman

Jenkins-Peer Architects, Charlotte, Office/ Warehouse-computer compa-
ny, Charlotte

Dalton Morgan Shook & Partners, Charlotte, Town Hall, Mint Hill

Reg Narmour/ The Architectural Group, PA, Charlotte, Law firm build-
ing, Charlotte

Ferebee, Walters and Assoc., Charlotte, NCSU School of Veterinary
Medicine, Raleigh

Clark Tribble Harris & Li Architects, PA, Charlotte, Research Triangle

/
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Institute, Research Triangle Park

McClure-NBBJ, Research Triangle Park, Shaw University-International
Islamic Studies Center, Raleigh

David Furman/ Architecture, Charlotte, Carley Capital Group (day care
school), Charlotte

1986

David Furman/ Architecture, Charlotte, Condominium, Raleigh

Clark Tribble Harris & Li, Architects, PA, Charlotte, Corporate
Headquarters, Charlotte

Clark Tribble Harris & Li Architects, PA, Charlotte, All-Suite Hotel,
Charlotte

Clark Tribble Harris & Li Architects, PA, Charlotte, Rexham Corporate
Headquarters, Charlotte

Meyer-Greeson Architecture/ Interior Design, Charlotte, Private
Residence, Charlotte

Padgett & Freeman Architects, Asheville, Commercial Rehabilitation,
Asheville

Clearscapes Architecture, Raleigh, N. C. Beer Wholesalers Association,
Raleigh

1987

J-N. Pease Assoc, Charlotte, Laboratory, Raleigh

Jenkins-Peer Architects, PA, Charlotte, Office Building (Westchase),
Raleigh

Barney P. Woodard Jr., Architect, Asheville, Girl Scout Recreational
Facility, Camp Pisgah, Brevard

1988

The FWA Group, Charlotte, Agricultural Research Center, Research
Triangle Park

Edwin Bouldin Architect, PA, Winston-Salem, Commercial
Rehabilitation of Reynolda Village, Winston-Salem

J. N. Pease Assoc, Charlotte, Charlotte Mecklenburg Government Center
Parking Structure

Frank Harmon, Raleigh, Rake and Hoe Garden and Nursery Center,
Raleigh

The FWA Group, Charlotte, United States Postal Service Branch Office,
Kings Mtn.

1989

Jenkins-Peer Architects, Charlotte, First Federal Savings & Loan,
Charlotte

Gross Associates, Pedestrian Bridge at Charlotte Memorial Hospital,
Charlotte

Yelverton Architects, PA, Charlotte, New Hanover County Courthouse
Rehabilitation, Wilmington

Kenneth E. Hobgood, AIA and Ronald P. Cox, AIA, Raleigh,
Henderson/Muir Photography Studio, Raleigh

Clark Tribble Harris and Li, Charlotte, Gateway Center, Charlotte
BOHM-NBBJ of N.C., Raleigh, Sanderling Inn, Sanderling

1990

Honor

Morgan Adams Whisnant Collaborative, Charlotte, First Ward
Elementary School, Charlotte

Edwin Bouldin Architect, PA, Winston-Salem, Shallowford Cliffs (resi-
dence), Plafftown

Tashiro Assoc., Wilkesboro, Northwest Assoc, Inc, Wilkesboro

Merit

Murray Whisnant/ Architects, Charlotte, Charlotte Radiology Office
Building, Charlotte

BOHM-NBB] of N. C, Research Triangle Park, Parish Facility for St.
Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church

DePasquale Thompson Wilson, Architects and Planners, Durham,
Renovations and Additions for the Durham Arts Council, Durham
BOHM-NBB] of N. C, Research Triangle Park, Christian Science Reading
Room, Raleigh

Allen, Harbinson & Assoc,, New York, N.Y,, Renovation and Restoration
of the Saint Mary Church, Wilmington

Yelverton Architects, PA, Charlotte, Springs Corporate Guest Facilites,
Fort Mill, 5. C.

L~ ]

RMA Engineers

Mechanical & Flectrical Consultants
for the Emma Conn Media Center
Congratulates
Hager Smith and Huffman Group
on their Honor Award

RMA, Inc., 3008 Anderson Dr., Raleigh, NC 27609 4 (919) 571-7521

BUILDING
PARTNERSHIPS

Successful building projects rest on a foundation of communication and trust
as well as steel and concrete. For more than 60 years, Fowler-Jones has
been building partnerships across the Piedmont Carolinas. With a long
history of innovative, diversified projects, we're a recognized leader in quality
industrial, commercial and institutional construction. That experience goes

into every new job. So does our continuing
pledge as a partner building your tomorrow. FOWLER
10 West 32nd Street P.O. Box 4062

Winston-Salem, NC 27115-4062 JON Es
919/759-7800 CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC
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QUALITY =
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CALL FOR QUICK
TURNAROUND SERVICE
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PHONE / FAX 919-782+2391
4207 WINDSOR PLACE *RALEIGH, N.C. 27609
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LEE BRiICK & TILE Co.

is proud to have supplied the brick for the

Lee County Civic Center
7199171 AIA North Carolina Honor Award

P.O. Box 1027 « Sanford, NC 27331
800-672-7559

THE NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERCOMPUTING CENTER

Building for North Carolina’s economic development,
with innovative, customized partnership opportunities
in high-performance computing and computational
science applications for business and industry.

Congratulations to O’Brien/Atkins Associates,
recipients of three 1991 AIA North Carolina
Design Awards, including the Merit Award for
the North Carolina Supercomputing Center.

The North Carolina Supercomputing Center is a division
of MCNC, a consortium involving North Carolina and its
industry, universities, and research institutes.

MCNC

Post Office Box 12889 3021 Cornwallis Road Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27709-2889
Telephone 919-248-1100  FAX 919-248-1101




O'Brien/Atkins

RTP Firm Evolves Into One Of State’s Design Leaders

hen O’'Brien/Atkins Associates landed the

prestigious Hotel Europa project over a

decade ago, the firm worked with outside

consultants to produce the design and interi-
or design needed for the Chapel Hill hotel. That wouldn’t
happen today.

Once known more as a production-oriented firm,
O’Brien/ Atkins now is recognized as one of the state’s
design leaders. The 16-year-old Research Triangle Park firm
still offers a complete array of production services, but its
internally-generated design work also has come of age.
O’Brien/ Atkins picked up three of the eight AIA North
Carolina design awards presented in 1991, to go along with
numerous other design honors the firm has received over
the past five years.

“Like the profile of a lot of young firms, we were certain-
ly focused on the production side in our early years,”

"In doing our internal
self-assessment, we
realized we didn’t want
to sit there and keep
producing them, we
wanted to be a part of

the creative process."

John L. Atkins III, FAIA

acknowledges John L. Atkins III, FAIA, a founding partner
of the firm.

“As the firm matured and we were able to bring on more
talent, we consciously recognized that we needed to
enhance the design side of the firm, although we weren’t
interested in sacrificing our service or production capabili-
ties. We started trying to bring the design side up to par
with some of the other things we were doing.

“We had some fairly sizable projects where we were
bringing in outside design firms. In doing our internal self-
assessment, we realized we didn’t want to sit there and

keep producing them, we wanted to be a part of the cre-
ative process. We also realized that if we followed the cur-
rent course, we were going to be perceived as a production
firm, and that was not our objective.”

O’Brien/ Atkins has worked on projects from New York
to Miami but has made its greatest mark in its own back-
yard, with works such as the American Airlines hub at
Raleigh-Durham International Airport, the Microelectronics
Center of North Carolina, the Kenan Center at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and several cor-
porate offices and complexes in RTP. The three projects for
which it received 1991 design awards also are located in the
Triangle area - offices for the North Carolina Hospital
Association, the North Carolina Supercomputing Center
and a multi-purpose research facility at N.C. State.

The firm does the bulk of its work in five primary mar-
kets: research and technology, airports, correctional facili-
ties, corporate complexes, and colleges and universities.
True to its service-oriented roots, O’Brien/ Atkins offers
engineering, interior design, landscape architecture and
planning in addition to its design abilities. “We brought
interior design in-house around 1983 and landscape archi-
tecture inside around 1986,” says James W. Mason, AlA, a
firm principal. “With a service orientation, the firm has
always wanted to provide better service, and by bringing
those two aspects inside we felt we were doing that...One
thing we don’t do anymore is bring in consultants to do
design.”

Instead, the firm has assembled a talented design staff.
Mason, who’s been with the firm since 1982, is one of
O’Brien/ Atkins’ three senior design architects. The others
are associate Roger A. Cannon, AIA, who joined the staff
from a Boston practice in 1986, and Kenneth E. Hobgood,
AIA, who came on board in 1988 after working in Atlanta.
Karen H. Lin, AIA, and Scott Crowe, AIA, are also key
design and project architects for the company.

Cannon was the design architect for two of the 1991
award winners, the Hospital Center and the
Supercomputing Center, while Mason was design architect
and project architect for the N.C. State research facility.

“They are top-notch architects and do a fantastic job for
us. We're very proud of them,” says Atkins. “They are dif-
ferent in their styles and different in their personalities, but
they are not different in their commitment. I think they rep-
resent the diversity on our staff, which I hope speaks to the
kind of latitude and freedom we give our people to exercise
their best talents and skills.”

Roger H. Clark, FAIA, a long-time consultant to the firm,
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O’Brien|Atkins’ offices are located in this Research Triangle Park building that was designed by the firm

is credited with establishing some of the standards that
shape the O’Brien/ Atkins design process. In the firm’s early
years, he was often the consultant called in to design some
of its major projects. Later he was responsible for attracting
high-quality designers who could adhere to the standards.
Never, says Atkins, did Clark impose his own style on oth-
ers or try to establish an O’Brien/ Atkins signature style of
design.

“That has been a real asset to the firm,” Atkins says,
“because we have not believed and have never strived to
have an O’Brien/ Atkins architectural style. Rather, we’'ve
tried to let those creative talents solve and address the prob-
lems of the specific project at hand.”

That has certainly been the case with Cannon, who says
Clark was the primary reason he came to O’Brien/Atkins
from another firm in Boston. Both of his 1991 award win-
ners offered creative solutions to various problems. The
N.C. Hospital Association, for example, wanted no hint of
pretension in the headquarters for its non-profit organiza-
tion. It also wanted a retreat atmosphere and it needed to
accommodate two functions, its own office space as well as
meeting and seminar rooms for hospital administrators
from around the state.

Cannon responded with two orientations that are

34 NORTH CAROLINA ARCHITECTURE

extremely responsive to the site, separated by a lobby that
showcases the heavily wooded locale and is big enough to
accommodate the large crowds that sometimes visit for con-
ferences. The materials used externally are red brick to
match the red clay soil, aluminum paneling to match the
surrounding silver tree trunks and green tinted glass to
match the green of the trees. Inside, cherry wood is used as
the red element while metal and glass are featured through-
out. The consistency of materials is even carried through to
the board room’s conference table, which is custom-built of
cherry wood with a glass panel in the middle and metal
legs and braces underneath.

“I think the site plays a role in the selection of any award
winner, and this was a great site,” Cannon says. “How well
you handle the integration of the building and the site
makes a difference. The building does look like it’s partici-
pating in the natural setting and it gained from that spirit
(in the eyes of the jury).”

With the Supercomputing Center, Cannon had to be
careful not to upstage the adjacent Microelectronics Center
of North Carolina or the supercomputer itself. He placed
the private office space on the wooded side of the site and
the meeting and computer room space on the public side,
with a linear core in between. He then used a circle at the
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center to express the location of the computer room (and to
provide a second floor balcony over the main entry).
Neither the core nor the computer room could have win-
dows, but to prevent them from appearing as bland geo-
metric forms, the exterior was done with a Japanese irides-
cent tile.

“Architecturally I was looking for something that would
be expressive of the high technology of the building,”
Cannon says. “I really saw it as a way of expressing size
against size. The metal panel (covering the rest of the exteri-
or) is a very large scale material and the tile is a very small
and articulate material. This tile has a lot of depth and col-
oration of its own and has a reflective quality that picks up
the colors of its environment. It was also a way of express-
ing this building’s contrast with the first building
(MCNQC).”

That kind of expression, in a different way, was also
important to Mason’s design of the N.C. State research facil-
ity, O’Brien/Atkins’ third award winner. As the first build-
ing to be completed on the Centennial Campus, the facility
had to adhere more toward university concepts of what the
new campus should look like, such as masonry exterior and
strong roof forms. Edwin F. (Abie) Harris, FAIA, NCSU’s
director of campus planning, played a key role in that
aspect according to Mason.

"The building was intended to be a generic laboratory, so
we didn't really know who was going into the building
when we started," Mason says. "We had to design a build-
ing that would accommodate a variety of different users.
That can be difficult.

"The way it was sited, with one side as the 'people’ side
(a green ravine that would be developed into pedestrian
walkways within a natural area) and the other as the service
side, we set up the building to work in zones. The side near-
er service, the back side, is a utility corridor and a zone for
mechanicals. Offices can look out the other (ravine) side
and then the laboratory zone falls in the middle. That set up
a pattern for how the building would develop, and each of
the successive labs that have been upfitted on the floors
have followed that pattern."

Like most firms, O'Brien/ Atkins has been directly
impacted by the slow economy. It has seen its share of
work-in-progress slow down with the freezing of certain
state projects. It has downsized in response to the economic
slowdown. Today there is more and more competition for
less work, both locally and from national firms.

Cannon is one who enjoys the firm’s design climate and
the role of the firm in the marketplace.

“The area takes a lot of raps architecturally for being con-
servative, and there’s no doubt there’s a conservative atti-
tude,” he says. “I'm one who's personally not insulted by
national architects coming into the area, because I think it
ups the ante and gives more awareness to the ability of the
architect. From a business point of view, you have to com-
pete against them.

“We're starting to compete more against national
firms...and we're seeing more national influence because it’s
slow in the northeast. I'd just as soon we beat them every
time. If they do a good building, that’s fine, but they don’t
always do their best work outside their backyard.”

OBrienAtkins Associates
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We know the field of professional
liability protection as few other brokers
do. That’s why we’ve won the endorse-
ment of the NCAIA, PENC, and
SCAIA. And our world-wide network
enables us to negotiate with
underwriters everywhere. We'd like to
talk with you about this. Call a J&H ac-
count executive at 1-800-688-1845 in
North Carolina.
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Risk and Insurance Management Services;
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Throughout the World.

Why the most
advanced CAD system
for architects and
building designers

puts you on the edge.

And keeps you there.

Today, there is a revolutionary CAD system that puts you on the
edge — the competitive edge. A CAD system that goes far beyond
the ordinary, and gives you the edge in production, presentations,
plus a lot more

The name of this systemis ARRIS™ And it is the remarkable sys
tem that will instantly show you why ordinary CAD is no longer
enough for architecture and building design and management

THE COMPETITIVE EDGE IN PRODUCTION.
With ARRIS, you don't have to make drawings line by line
Instead, you enter basic design parameters —and let the system
do the rest of the work, automatically. So more work gets done,
in less time

THE COMPETITIVE EDGE IN PRESENTATIONS.
With ARRIS, you can create extraordinary design and marketing
presentations that help you win more business. For example,
ARRIS 3D modeling and rendering allows you and your clients
to view your project from any perspective, at any angle, at any
time of night or day. And to “walk through" rooms as if they
really existed

PLUS.

ARRIS allows your project teams to share data, drawings and
systems —so they can work on entire projects, not just single
drawings. Plus, ARRIS will grow as you grow, so you keep your
competitive edge

So be sure to call today for our free ARRIS demonstration. We're
your ARRIS Power Dealer —and we can show you how ARRIS
provides extraordinary CAD capabilities. And we can also provide
you with the very best in training, service, and support. Call now
to get the competitive edge

Presentations — Dramatic vis
win new business and comm

You can get the competitive edge at:
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THE FIRE
FIGHTER

Equivalent Thickness and Fire Resistance of Typical
Solite Lightweight Aggregate Concrete Masonry Units.

“Equivalent Solid Thickness” is the average thickness of
the solid material in the unit, and is used as a criteria for
fire resistance. We can compute Equivalent Solid Thick-

FIRE RESISTANCE RATINGS BASED UPON MINIMUM
EQUIVALENT THICKNESS OF CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS.

ness by this formula. If Ps equals percent solid volume, Ratings in Hours 2 3 4

T equals actual width of unit, then equivalent thickness, Expanded Shale, Clay or Slate* 36 4.4 51
EQ.TH.=TxPs (Rotary Kiln Produced)

102 percent solid Calcareous Sand and Gravel** 4.2 53 6.2

NN Siliceous Sand and Gravel** 45 5.7 6.7

NN

*UL618 “Standard for Safety —Concrete Masonry Units” specifies strength, mix
composition and dry rodded density of lightweight aggregates— (blending of natural

Typical Equivalent aggregates compromises fire ratings) Full scale fire tests in accordance with ASTM
8x<8x16 solid E-119
2 Core CMU (no core voids)

**Estimated Ratings —"Tests of the Fire Resistance and Strength of Walls of Concrete
P T=75%" N\ - ,; 3‘_9‘7,. < Masonry Units”, Portland Cement Association 1934

If this 758" Hollow Unit Then its Equivalent Solid Thickness is
has 52% solid material 7.62"x52 = 3.97" (2 Hour Rated)
s

100
| S———i

OFFICES: PLANTS:
PO. Box 437, Mt. Marion, NY 12456 (914) 246-9571 Saugerties, NY
PO. Box 27211, Richmond, VA 23261 (804) 329-8135 Leaksville Junction, VA
PO. Box 987, Albemarle, NC 28001 (704) 474-3165 Bremo Bluff, VA
PO. Box 297, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 (904) 264-6121  Aquadale, NC
P.O. Box 39, Brooks, KY 40109 (502) 957-2105 Green Cove Springs, FL ®

Hubers, KY Lightweight Masonry Units
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Off The Drawing Board

he North Carolina Museum of

Art is planning a year-long

architecture exhibition called

“From The Ground Up:
Experiencing Architecture.” The exhibi-
tion is scheduled to run from March of
1992 until March of 1993.

Using the Museum building itself as a
teaching example, this educational exhi-
bition will show visitors how to look at
buildings by focusing on site, function,
structure and aesthetics. Interior and
exterior photographs, coded floor plans
and a model of the Museum will be used
in the exhibition, along with a film by
North Carolina filmmaker Bill Turner
and a computer-aided design component
provided by IBM.

The Museum is also planning a com-
panion presentation in its Education
lobby that will showcase other distinctive
North Carolina buildings selected for dis-
play by AIA North Carolina.

Georgia Bizios, AIA, from the School
of Design at N.C. State University, is
assisting the Museum in organizing the
exhibition.

Other components of the exhibition
include a possible Saturday symposium
on modern architecture, two afternoon
lectures on contemporary architecture, an
“architect’s corner” that will feature one
guest architect on a periodic basis to
answer visitors’ questions, children’s
workshops, a family program and some
Sunday afternoon films about architec-
ture.

The exhibition and related publica-
tions and programs is funded by IBM.
The North Carolina Museum of Art is
located at 2110 Blue Ridge Boulevard in
Raleigh.

Awards And Recognition
Herbert P. McKim, FAIA, senior part-
ner in Ballard, McKim and Sawyer
Architects of Wilmington, recently was
honored by the National Council of
Architectural Registration Boards for his
14 years of service to the organization.
McKim was honored as outgoing past
president during the NCARB national

Herbert P. McKim, FAIA

convention in Denver.

McKim is the only North Carolinian to
serve as NCARB president. He also has
served as secretary, second vice president
and first vice president.

The NCARB represents the architec-
tural registration boards in all 50 states
and the District of Columbia. It formu-
lates and oversees the national examina-
tion for architects, participates in the

accreditation process of architectural
schools and oversees the system of
reciprocity for certified architects
between member states.

During his tenure with the NCARB,
McKim helped lay the groundwork for a
new computerized examination that will
be the first professional examination to
test an applicant’s judgement — an accom-
plishment that took “imagination, tenaci-
ty and sheer courage,” according to the
NCARB’s directors. The new test should
be instituted within four years.

According to McKim, the new exam
will require applicants to apply their
knowledge, skill and abilities gained in
academic and intern settings to the
design of a building given a certain set of
guidelines and problems. McKim was
chairman of the original four-member
committee that conceived and designed
the test.

“We wound up meeting together for
three solid days. And now, six years later,
the examination is being field tested,”
McKim said. “All of us were, as you
might say, computer illiterate. We just
decided on what we thought would be
the ultimate test and worked backward
from that. That's a lot like the way you
design a building.”

i

The Jacksonville Golf & Country Club, by the FWA Group, receives award. See next page.
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DRAWING BOARD

The FWA Group, P.A., has received
two awards for its design of the club-
house at the Jacksonville (Fla.) Golf &
Country Club.

The firm, with corporate offices in
Charlotte and another office in Hilton
Head Island, received the Award for
Excellence from the Florida Chapter of
the American Institute of Architects as
well as the Aurora Award from the 1991
Southeast Builders Conference.

The 23,000 square foot facility was
designed in a traditional low country
southern style. It serves as a social and
recreational focal point for an 800-family
private residential community.

The North Carolina Board of
Architecture elected new officers at its
annual meeting in July. Michael R. Tye,
AIA, of High Point was elected presi-
dent. He was vice president last year. The
new vice president is W. Calvin Howell,
AIA, of Southern Pines, while the new
secretary-treasurer is Barbara E.
Armstrong of Fayetteville.

The Construction Specifications
Institute has awarded Hepler Hall
Dahnert Architects, PA, with one of only
two Honor Awards given throughout the
country for the firm’s work on Discovery
Place - Phase II Expansion, Omnimax
Theatre in Charlotte. The Specifications
Competition is the only national competi-
tion whose sole purpose is to recognize
quality written construction documents.

The Charlotte-based firm won in the
category of Buildings for Public Use. The
68,000 square foot Omnimax addition
includes 310 seats and is scheduled to
open to the public near the end of
October. It is the only Omnimax
Planetarium theater in the U.S. to include
a Spitz Space Voyager Planetarium,
which will be dedicated to former astro-
naut and Challenger commander Michael
J. Smith.

North Carolina firms won three of the
four design awards presented in the third
annual Carolinas Concrete Masonry
Association design competition for North
and South Carolina architects.

Gunn-Hardaway Architects of
Charlotte was the winner in two classifi-
cations: construction costing $500,000 to
$1 million, and construction with pre-
dominant use of standard concrete block
in a unique or significant manner. Gunn-
Hardaway's entry in both categories was
the Tekmatex USA Regional Sales Center,
an office-showroom catering to execu-



DRAWING BOARD

tives and textile equipment trading.

Odell Associates, Inc., of Charlotte
won in the classification of construction
costing $2 million and above. Odell's
winning entry was the new Charlotte
Coliseum, which captured the jury's eye
with its curved exterior wall pattern and
texture, which reflects the building's cir-
culation plan, as well as the three colors
and two sizes of masonry used to create a
"friendly atmosphere."

The College of Architecture at UNC
Charlotte hosted the competition.
Winners were honored at the CCMA
summer meeting in Myrtle Beach.

Milestones

John Floy Wicker, a partner in what
was once the largest architectural firm in
Greensboro, died August 1 at the age of
77.

Wicker was a partner in McMinn,
Norfleet and Wicker, which was in busi-
ness for 30 years before its sale to RS&H
of Jacksonville, Fla., in the early 1980s.
The firm designed some of Greensboro’s
most prominent buildings, including the
Greensboro Coliseum, Page High School,
Friendly Shopping Center, Forum VI,
Gate City Savings & Loan, Starmount
Country Club, the old Pilot Life Country
Club and the nursing school building at
UNC Greensboro.

Wicker’s firm designed the
Greensboro Coliseum in the 1950s and
then had to expand the arena in the late
1960s, a project his widow, Ruth Wicker,
called his most enjoyable because of the
challenge it presented.

Another AIA North Carolina emeritus
member also passed away recently.
Walter D. Toy Jr., of Charlotte died at the
age of 84.

During his long professional career,
Toy was chairman of the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Planning Commission and
the Historic Properties Commission.

Toy served as president of AIA North
Carolina in 1949.

Snowdon and Associates, P.A., an
architectural firm with offices in
Laurinburg, Charlotte and Florence, has
changed its name to Group V
Architecture, P.A. George H. Doerman,
AIA, remains as president of the firm,
while Sam T. Snowdon Jr., AIA, remains
with the firm as consulting architect. The
firm recently completed the design for
five major projects at Fort Bragg, includ-
ing renovation of the JFK Bryant Hall and
the JFK Museum.

In The Works

RS&H Architects, Engineers,
Planners, Inc., of Greensboro has
designed the new Wayne County
Courthouse Square project. The $12 mil-
lion project in Goldsboro involves an
addition to the existing courthouse with
an attached jail facility totalling approxi-
mately 120,000 square feet. T.A. Loving
Company is the general contractor for the
complex, which is expected to take two
years to complete.

McCulloch England Associates
Architects is designing the Child
Development Center for Presbyterian
Hospital in Charlotte. Project architect for
the $6 million project is Jonathan M.
Krueger, AIA, who recently joined the
firm as project manager after working
previously for David Furman
Architecture.

NBBJ North Carolina, an architectural
and engineering firm based in Research
Triangle Park, has joined with
International Sports Management, Inc., of
Durham and Bull Stockwell & Allen of
San Francisco to form the A.C.T. (archi-
tectural, construction, turf) team for the
organizing committee of the 1994 World
Cup Soccer championship. The World
Cup is the world’s largest single-sport
event and will be held in the U.S. in ‘94.
The team will ready stadiums around the
country for World Cup play. Philip L.
Szostak, AIA, director of NBBJ's sports
facility projects, is the team’s design con-
sultant.

Archdale architect Dean L. Spinks,
AIA, designed the new Archdale Public
Library, a 4,200 square foot facility that
features a reading room, a community
meeting room, a work room and storage
area. Groundbreaking for the project took
place in July.

Jenkins Hubbard Architects of
Raleigh has completed design for two
Duke University Food Services facilities.
The work includes interior design and
food service equipment for the
Cambridge Inn and for the Trent Drive
Hall Training Room.

Contributions to “Off The Drawing
Board” should be mailed or faxed to Moore
Marketing, 2200 West Main Street, Suite
510, Durham, NC 27705. Fax number 919-
286-7799.
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Timeless roof design,
for ageless architecture.

You’ve been looking for (and asking for) a roof that’s
as distinctive as your designs. And it’s finally here with
CertainTeed’s new Grand Manor Shangle™*

Grand Manor opens up a whole new world of design
possibilities. It’s more than just another new roof. It’s a
whole new kind of asphalt roof. An elegant, awe-
inspiring roof with an unequalled, luxurious, natural
appearance. Which is why it’s a natural for architects
who want their designs to make a real statement.

Grand Manor looks different because
it’s made different.

No other shingle in the world is made like Grand Manor.
It’s built on fwo full size, one piece base shingles. When
applied, Grand Manor becomes a remarkable five layer
shingle roof!

Triple stepped laminations create deep surrounds
for each 8" tab. The visual effect weds timeless design
elements with state-of-the-art engineering.

Random shadow lines and extra deep tabs, together
with the massive Shangle” construction, create a
dimensional appearance and an authentic, natural look
which no other shingle can duplicate. A look that’s
ideal for those special custom homes as well as for your
more prestigious hotels, restaurants and other up-scale
light commercial projects.

Our warranty has your buildings covered.
If a manufacturing defect exists in any shingle, it will
usually show up in the first few years. So while your

Grand Manor roof carries a 30-year limited warranty,
we've added extraordinary security to the first 10 years
following application with SureStart™ 10 protection.
SureStartl0 guarantees 100% replacement cost of labor
and materials (including roof tear off and disposal
costs) if you have a manufacturing defect during the
first 10 years. Plus, the warranty is transferable during
the SureStart period.

Start turning your buildings into something really
grand. And start watching your business go through
the roof. For more information and a brochure, call
Steve Hamilton at 919-828-7471, Ext. 287.
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Raleigh, Greensboro, Winston-Salem, Cary/Apex,

Johnston County, Wilmington, Durham, Rocky Mount, N.C.
Greenville, Columbia, $.C.
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Charlotte, Huntersville, N.C.

*Pat pend.




You should know how to use electric power more effi- million a year. And a major retail chain decided to go
ciently, which can lower your company’s energy costs. But  all-electric after we demonstrated how they could reduce
if you don't, that's okay. Duke Power's Energy Specialists ~ maintenance costs while cutting yearly energy expenses
are ready to help. by $7,000 per store.

Our Energy Specialists will analyze your company's Chances are, we can do the same for your company. So
energy requirements free of charge. Then they'll provide  give your local Duke Power office a call today, and ask to talk
you with cost-effecticxlfe solutions tailored specifically to with one of our Energy Specialists. Because as you've no
your company's needs. doubt realized, there’s POW

For example, our Specialists recently designed a a lot more to power DU KE R

program that's saving a local textile company over $2 than meets the eye.  Srnart Pe()plemthEnelgy







