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Cesar Pelli, the design architect for the new NationsBank

Corporate Center in Charlotte, talks about his latest skyscraper
in an interview that begins on page 10.
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around the state begins on page
20
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L"gislative R"port
AIA lr{orth Carolina Presents lts 1993 Legislatiae Platform

hen the 1993 General Assembly convenes
January 27, lawmakers will begin consideration
of more than 3,000 proposed pieces of legislation
during the next two years.
a chapter of the American Institute of
1993 legislative platform. the platform

AIA North Carolina,

erations. The government is responsible to the taxpayers for
obtaining the best building possible.
. QBS keeps the process open to all interested firms and

eliminates political cronyism.
. North Carolina taxpayers deserve the best-qualified pro-

Architects, presents its
was developed by the AIA North Carolina Government Affairs
Committee, chaired by Frank A. DePasquale, AIA.

fessional service.
After the completion of the selection process, compensation
should be negotiated with the architect identified as the most
qualified to design the project based on the owner's scope of

State Spending Priorities

services.

AIA North Carolina supports efforts to place a major public
construction referendum on a statewide ballot. The state's universities, community colleges and K-12 schools have long-overdue needs. Public approval of a major referendum would represent a major investment in the state's future, as well as help
stimulate the economy and put North Carolinians to work.
. Each $1 million of new N.C. construction creates 38.6 jobs
in construction, supplier and service industries (Constructor
magazine, November 1 990).
. A full economic recovery depends on a healthy construction industry. Recent U.S. Labor statistics indicate that one out

of every eight unemployed persons is a laid-off construction
worker.

No Sales Tax on Professional Services
As our state looks for ways to finance various Programs, l"gislators should not resort to a sales tax on professional services.
AIA North Carolina opposes such a tax because:
. More clients may hire non-professionals or take the work
out-of-state.
o This tax places a disproportionate burden on small businesses. Small firms must use outside consultants for most projects and will be forced to pass on or absorb the additional
taxes.

,

Placing a maiol public construction referendum 0n stateil/ide ballot

,

Qualification-based selection for public propcts

r

State policy allocating funds for art in public buildings

r

Methods of the Alternative Dispute Resolution, to cutb frivolous litigation

. As proven in Florida several years ago, such a tax is
"utterly confusing and a nightmare to administer" (Wall Street
I ournal,

Qualification-Based Selection
Article 743-64.37 of the North Carolina General Statutes says
that architectural firms should be selected for public projects
based on demonstrated competence and qualification for the
type of services required. AIA North Carolina supports
Qualification-Based Selection. The American Institute of
Architects and the American Bar Association both believe QBS
is in the taxpayers'best interests for the following reasons:
. The best-qualified architect offers many intangibles such
as technical knowledge, aesthetic judgment and decision-mak-

September 27, 1987).

Interior Design Title Registration
The American Institute of Architects has signed a national
accord with three interior design organizations encouraging
title registration on the state level, provided certain requirements for education, experience and testing are met. Those

requirements include a four-year minimum professional
degree from a FlDER-accredited institution.

ing skills.

. The expertise of the best-qualified architect can have a dramatic effect on maintenance and operating costs for the lifespan
of a building.
. Public building projects involve health and safety consid-

Frivolous Litigation
Architectural firms sometimes fall victim to "shotgun litigacases like this, architects face a no-win proposition.
They must spend thousands of dollars defending their reputa-

tion." In
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tions in court to fight a claim, whether or not it has merit. AIA
North Carolina supports efforts to promote methods of
Alternative Dispute Resolution, including possible expansion
of the mediation program currently in use on a trial basis in
eight judicial districts.

Art in Architecture
AIA North Carolina recognizes the importance of art in our
society and supports the current state policy of 0.5 percent allocation for art on state construction projects. The type and location of the art and selection of the artist should be determined
by a committee which includes the owner and the architect. The
artist should be selected prior to or during the schematic design
process in order to work closely with the architect.

Stock Plans in Schools

Twenty-five states have used standardized plans for school
buildings - and abandoned the idea. Why? Because there were
no savings and school districts received an inferior product. In
the 1960s, stock plans suddenly became very popular, especially as a perceived cheap way of building schools for "baby

Design/Build on Public Proiects
AIA North Carolina firmly believes that the Traditional
Method of construction provides the best long-term value for
public projects. The Traditional Method involves the client, the
architect who contracts with the client and the general contractor who provides construction under a contract with the client
using plans and specifications of the architect for a lump sum
price. This method has been found to be sound, competitive
and provide the best value in terms of design and construction
quality.
AIA North Carolina is opposed to design/build as a method
of project delivery for public buildings. The public interest is
not adequately served because the client loses the advantage of
Qualification-Based designer selection. The client also loses the
advantage of having the architect as a client representative. On
a design/build venture, the architect works for the contractor,
not for the client. Quite often, design/build produces a lowerquality design with limited flexibility for expansion and/or
client adaptation. The design/build selection process is not as
fair and open as taxpayers should expect from government
entities.

boomers."
Stock plans are not economical, not flexible and not readily
adaptable. AIA North Carolina opposes the use of stock plans
for the following reasons:

Protection of the Public
It is in the public interest for architects to design all structures intended for human habitation or use. AIA North

r

o Site conditions vary widely across a state such as North
Carolina, and even within individual communities. Stock plans
ultimately require modification to adjust to terrain, soil, northsouth orientation and weather conditions.
o Stock plans don't create standard schools but "minimum"
schools designed on a minimum budget to an imaginary physical and education program. Stock plans do not consider the
specific needs and requirements of a school such as curriculum
and vocational priorities.
. By standardizing design and specifications, many building
product manufacturers and suppliers will be eliminated from
consideration. By limiting competition, building product costs
will increase. By using only specific building materials, the
school district is precluded from the use of new and improved
products. Stock plans set up a system of built-in obsolescence.
o The question of liability becomes extremely cloudy when
stock plans are modified. Insurance companies contend that the
use of stock plans may result in poorly adapted designs resulting in an increase in litigation and higher insurance premiums.
A public school should be built to last and remain functional
for 40 years or more. The true cost of a school is not the construction price but the life-cycle costs in terms of maintenance,
upkeep, energy use and practicality. Proper design can lower
construction costs and help lower life-cycle costs. A facility that
is not properly designed for its function, use and environment
will cost much more to operate. It is the classic case of "pennywise and pound-foolish."
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Use of standardized plans for public school buildings

,

Implementation of a sales tax for professionalservices

,

The 'design/buiid" method of project deiivuy for public buildings

I

Efforts to mandate design criteria

Carolina supports the strengthening and enforcement of the
Architectural Practice Act. AIA North Carolina will oppose any
efforts which could circumvent the life/safety provision of
Chapter 83A of the North Carolina General Statutes.
Energy-Efficiency in Public Buildings
AIA North Carolina supports efforts to establish goals and
standards for the reduction of energy usage in public buildings.
AIA encourages policymakers to make greater use of energyefficient design techniques. Legislators should not, however,
mandate design criteria.
In many cases,lower initial costs of construction lead to
higher life-cycle costs. A greater emphasis should be placed on
the true life-cycle cost of new public buildings, not just their initial construction cost.
In the effort to make buildings tighter and minimize energy
loss, a premium should be placed on proper ventilation to
enhance air quality and reduce potential health problems.
A/E Fees For Work on State Buildings
AIA North Carolina believes architects and engineers do not
receive adequate compensation for their design work on State
buildings. During his1992 campaign for governor, Jim Hunt
said he would implement a study to see lf A/E Fees are adequate. AIA North Carolina supports such a study.
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A Talk With Pelli
Prominent Architect Cesar Pelli Discusses His New Tower In Charlotte

ationsBank Corporate Center in downtown Charlotte
officially opened to the public in October. The 60-story,
$150 million tower is considered the tallest building in
the Southeast (as measured by floors) and is part of a
$300 million project that also includes public spaces such as a parking
deck and Founders Hall, a 1,87,000 square foot plaza rimmed by shops
and restaurants. Six years in the making, the tower was designed by
Cesar Pelli €t Associates of New Haaen, Connecticut. Named one of
the L0 most influential liaing American architects, Pelli has designed
office towers in seoeral major cities, and his design of the World
Financial Center and Winter Garden in New Yorkhas been cited by
AIA as one of the L0 best zoorks of architecture completed since 1980.
During an October aisit to Charlotte, he talked at length with North
Carolina Architecture about the design of the NationsBank tower.

Was there a specific inspiration for the design of

NationsBank?
This was an idea that I had had for four or five years, while
doing other buildings and wrestling with how to bring a building to the sky. The newest thing here is the top. I had this idea
about doing it not with a solid form but with a forest of forms. It
did not appear to be appropriate with some other buildings, but
here it jelled nicely (although) it took a strong recommendation
because it's not like any other building you've ever seen. This
was primarily a development of ideas, not only how do you
bring all of the forms to some culmination, but also how do you
bring all of the lines to the top. This is one of my very favorite
tall buildings. Of all of the skyscrapers I have built, this is probably the most skyscraper.

You have often talked about skyscrapers having two distinct
views, one from the skyline and one from streetlevel. Talk
about this tower in that respect.
On the skyline the building is very vertical, graceful,light, a
spire to the sky. At the base, it's very solid, giving a sense of
solidity and permanence appropriate for a bank. You should
feel comfortable that by seeing the building, NationsBank is
going to be around forever, there is no danger of it washing
away. But as you can see, not only is there a sense of permanence, there is also a sense of welcome. Very large doors and
gates, huge window onto Trade Street. We very purposefully
did not put the entrance on Trade but on the plaza that opens to
the square. That makes the building respect the tradition of the
structure of the city. It would have been a lot easier to put the
entrance on Trade - a dropoff point, put a canoPy there, go in,
very functional. But not so appropriate. That would also make
the plaza a leftover secondary space. This way you have to walk
through the plaza to get to the main entrance.

You mentioned the distinctive top to the building. Charlotte,
1O
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of course, is known

as "The Queen City." Is the crown on the
tower intended as a crown for the city?

It was not when we proposed it, but as soon as we showed
to NCNB the people made the connection. I did not mind the
connection, it is a perfectly nice connection. But it was not my
intention. We did not design it to be the crown of the Queen
City, but once the connection was made, it is a huppy coinci-

it

dence.

The tower appears very different at night and during the day.

How did the aspect of lighting it figure into the design process?

You want that transformation. During the day, buildings are
about solidity, stone, form. At night, when all you see is light, it
is about magic. It is about a great gesture upon the sky that lifts
your spirits, an appropriate symbol for the center of the city.
There are two different roles - same actor playing two different
roles.

The role of the architect is often viewed as someone who can
help you solve a problem or accomplish a certain goal. What
was the general problem or goal NationsBank wanted to
accomplish with this? Was it a lot about symbolism and
downtown Charlotte? What was your charge from them?
For the tower, yes, they wanted to have a very dominant

building in Charlotte that would also be seen as a dominant
building in the Southeast. At that time, NCNB was not yet
NationsBank and was not as powerful as it is today. But Hugh
McColl had it in his mind that he wanted a building commensurate with the role that the future NationsBank was going to play.
That was true with the tower and with the position of the tower
and with the proportion of the tower. But Founders Hall was
primarily a civic gesture. It provides a very wonderful and gracious entrance for anyone who comes to NationsBank from the
parking structure, but as you know it also connects south to the
rest of Overstreet Mall and to the Radisson and I hope City Fair
will come to back. I think it was just mis-timed. With Founders
Hall here and a theater here, now some retail development, City
Fair has a chance. At the time they did it, it was crazy, because
not only did they have no connection to the Overstreet Mall but
they had this huge construction site not allowing even sidewalk
communication with the downtown part of the city. Today they
would have a very good chance in my mind. So this was very
important to us. We saw Founders Hall as a hub where you
enter the shops, where you enter NationsBank where you enter
directly into their plaza from the square, and importantly,
where you enter the two theaters. Connecting them to Founders
Hall was uppermost in our minds. Founders Hall will be a great
place to wait for a play, or where a banquet can take place, or

Pelli considers Founders Hall a important public space incorporated into the NationsBank tozuer project
NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER
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impromptu performances. I'm hoping this will be a destination point that will contribute to activating Charlotte. I think
Charlotte is a great city, and anything that contributes to its
intensity of life is making an important contribution.
You've done towers in many cities bigger than Charlotte.
Was this different in that it was viewed as a symbol, as
opposed to just another tall building downtown?
Oh yes. It is a symbol for a very dynamic, strong, forwardlooking company in a city that had no other similar structures. This was going to be quite unique. It was going to be a
tower that was going to be seen from all around. So you
design with these conditions in mind. Those are wonderful
conditions. We had a very supportive client in the top echelon of NationsBank. We proposed to do a building that
would be as slender as possible, which means it is not the
most economical building. It is within economical boundaries, but one can do a more economical building by doing
fatter floors and a shorter building, with the same square
footage. But the interest was there in having not only an efficient building but also a very beautiful building, a very
noticeable building. So it ends up very vertical. The verticality of the building is in the proportions, the forms and the
way it is crowned.

What were your concerns with positioning this tower in the
site?
The first thing we were concerned about was how to put
tower in the site to maximize the
advantages to the city and to make
the city look better. That was of
paramount importance to me. We
showed many, 10 or 12 different
ways, of placing the tower in the site.
We proposed a scheme that in my
mind was most interesting from a
public perspective and the most
adventuresome, because it included a
proposal to build a very large public
space, which after some consideration they accepted. It was very interesting in that the question for them
was not, what would this space do
for NationsBank, but what will it do
for Charlotte? That was very good.

That was the right question to ask.

Isn't that a bit unusual of a question
from someone building such a
maior private facility such as this?
Yes, definitely. But it was a good
question, something that you immediately respect. And we expressed
that this would help provide a focus
for the city. The square at the corner
of Trade and Tryon is the symbolic
and emotional center of Charlotte. It
was very important to me to place
this important public place (now
known as Founders Hall) as close
and as directly accessible to the
square as we could. This would

12
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therefore become Charlotte's living room. We were hoping
this would become a place used by everybody, to meet a
friend, to spend an hour you don't know what to do with. It
was very important to us that it become primarily a public
place with some shops, not the reverse, not a lot of shops
with a public space, because then it becomes a shopping center and you know you are at a shopping center. It doesn't
have the civic value that this will have.

Charlotte's overall architectural fabric has been criticized in
recent years by other noted, nationally-prominent architects. Was this a concern or topic of discussion in any of
your early conversations with NationsBank?
Oh yes, we discussed that at the beginning, because clearly
Charlotte was at a very delicate, difficult point. The old brick
buildings had been destroyed, torn down, and the newer
buildings were not quite coalescing, were not creating
enough sidewalk life. Those were serious concerns with us.
That's why the plaza, that's why Founders Hall were important, for the life of the city at the sidewalk level. I'm very
pleased to see that the plaza diagonally with it has been finished. All of the area around First Union has been finished
and keeps improving. Charlotte is changing at a very rapid
pace and doing it very, very well. If it continues going like
this, it will be coming together very nicely. If more retail will
come to the city, perhaps to the old City Fair, that would be
marvelous, because that's the one thing that is missing in
downtown Charlotte. It should be a shopping destination.

a
PLAZA PHOTO PROVIDED BY NATIONSBANK
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Cesar Pelli founded his

NationsBank
Corporate Center

the direction of all projects. Pelli shared with
North Carolina Architecture the philosophy behind
the design process in his firm.

Charlotte
Owner: NationsBank Corporation,
Charlotte
Design Architect: Cesar Pelli &
Associates, New Haven, CT

firm in 7977 alongwith
Fred W. Clarke III and Diana Balmori. Pelli originates all design and collaborates with Clarke on

We really have a small firm, as large as a small
firm can be. It's large in number of people but
small in the way it works and in the structure. I
design everything, and I have very good teams of
designers who work with me. We take only as
much work as I can handle. We have a very wellstructured process, and I'm very disciplined. We
start always by analyzing the problem. As soon as we get the commission, sometimes as
we are being interviewed, we build a model of the site and some boxes of the approximate
volume of the project so that I know the conditions of the neighboring buildings and how
this would fit. (After the analysis) I will set up two or three possible directions the project
can go and very roughly build some models off those directions. If they are all good we
bring them to the client and discuss the possible directions. For NationsBank, we had
about 10 (directions), of which about four were very good. We like to engage our clients in
the design process, and we like to propose alternatives. The trick is,I only bring alternatives that I like. Each one (I present) comes fully qualified, and I make strong recommendations. Over 90 percent of the time, the client goes with my recommendation. Or they
may say we are right, that they like Alternative A, but could we also incorporate a particular feature from Alternative C. Occasionally they may say they do not like what we are
proposing because of this or that, and usually they are right - I just haven't seen it from
their point of view. We work with the client step by step, making decisions from the general to the particular, and that forces me to be disciplined. It keeps me from jumping the
gun. I don't make sketches of the building on the back of an envelope before we go
through this entire process. It's a process that is good for the building, and very good for
the client.

Architect of Record: HKS Inc.,
Dallas, TX

Ceneral Contractor: McDevitt
Street Bovis, Charlotte

Photographer: Timothy Hurlsey
Cesar Pelli & Associates also

served as the Design Architect for
the adjacent Blumenthal
Performing Arts Center. For that
that project, Middleton, McMillan
Architects of Charlotte was
Architect of Record, and Morris
Architects of Houston was
Associate Architect.
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OFFICE BUILDINGS AND INTERIORS
Office skyscrapers such as NationsBank don't emerge from Tar Heel soil every day. Here
are some other office solutions - in building form and interior arrangement - that North
Carolina architects have provided for clients ranging in size from international corporations to statewide businesses to local enterorises..-.

Duke Power
Business Office
Archdale
Owner: Duke Power Company,
Charlotte
Architect: Hepler Hall Dahnert,
Charlotte
General Contractor: J. G. Coram, Inc.,
Mt. Airy
Photographer: Gordon Schenck
This

facility is a 16,000 square foot busi-

for Duke Power. The program
had to address two primary needs - the
building's function as a sales center and
collections office for local customers and
its use as a business office for Duke
Power. The architect created two contrasting building forms to accommodate these
public and priaate functions. The brick
form respects the more priaate residential
character and materials of the adjacent
neighborhood and acts as a single loaded
corridor for the business functions. The
curaed, geometric object with the glass
skin speaks to the public as a corporate
billboard which can be aiewed from
Interstate 85 and also indicates the open
nature of the sales nrea of the building.
The collections desk is at the intersection
of the trao forrns, representing the literal
interaction betuseen the building's public
and priaate functions.
ness oft'ice

I
I
I
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380

Knollwood

Winston-Salem
Owner: Forsyth Partners, WinstonSalem

Architect: Little & Associates
Architects, Charlotte
General Contractor: McDevitt Street
Bovis, Charlotte
Photographer: Gordon Schenck
Combhirtg retnil nnd office spnce makes
tltis 170,000 sqttare t'oot ptroject mr nctiue
suburbnn t'acility. Located near Interstate
40 in Winston-Snlem, the building consists

of six stories of oft'ice

sTtace

(totalling

140,000 sf) ouer a single-story retnil base
that includes snch amenities as an upscale
restatrrant and an art gnllery. The intent
oi the design uns to capitalize on the site's
prominent interstnte exposllre. The bottom tzuo floors are rL)rapped rtith n series
of tztto-story arclrcd zoindozus set irt
deeply -r

e

ce

ssed, highly

- t extur

e

d

nr chit

e

c-

tural precnst panels. The upper floors are
textured precnst panels and banded bluegreetr reflectiae glass.

Tomlinson Insurers
Fayetteville
Owner: Tomlinson Insurers,
Fayetteville
Architect: The LSV Partnership,
Architects / Planners, Fayetteville
General Contractor: Ratley
Construction, Hope Mills
Photographer: Walter Vick
Desigted in the earlq 1980s, this office
dttplax zLlas expected to meet the ftittre
needs of n growirtg insurance bushrcss' Art

nccotnting t'irnt shared the

sTtace

until

the

oLL,rrcr's oTterations expanded in receti
years to encunpass tlrc entire structure.
(The tlisptlaced tennnt then commissioned
the srchitect to desigrt them a nero structt,rre, ztthiclt zuas completed in 7990). The

dttplex recnlls the traditional forms ot'its
historic neigltbors and places heaoy
em2thasis on the use of conserantion, doyIigltting and passiue solnr heating ns
strntegies to reduce operating costs. For
,v116ytla, the sottth wnlls are unaented
thernnal storage walls that proaide oaer 40
heating load.
Tterce nt of the bttilding's
Dormer skylights ptroaitle general illtminntiort, zuhile all urindozos are protected
from direct stnilight by orterhangs.The
thermal ualls are slnded in the sLtmtner

with operable nun irtgs.
16
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Durham Radio Company
Durham
Owner: Durham Radio Company,
Durham
Architect: Bartholomew Associates,
Architects and Planners, Raleigh
General Contractor: A&M
Construction, Raleigh
Photographer: Jim Sink, ARTECH Inc.
The architect designed this space in the
Park Forty Plaza oft'ice building near
Interstate 40 as the new home of Durham
radio stations WDNC-AM nnd G105.1
FM, nfter their dozontown home was
scheduletl t'or demolition in 1-991. The program integrates tzuo distinct nreas - a
technical zuing and an sdministration
wing. The technical, brosdcast sttrdio area
is the centrsl core of the space, uith the
ndministrntiae and auxiliary spnces
reaoluing nrotrnd it. That arrangement
proaides for exterior uiews and nntural
light for office personnel. The broadcnst
elements all haoe windows to nllow their
users aisual nccess weather nnd traffic
conditiorts and to giue uisifors a uiiw to
the inner uorkings of the station. A large
conferencefboard room zuith access on fuoo
sides seraes as a secondarV core in the narrow l-shnped space.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
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KPMG-Peat Marwick
Charlotte
Owner: KPMG-I'eai Marr,r'ick,
Charlottc
Architect: Camas Associates,
Charlotte
General Contractor: Metric
Constructors, Charkltte
Photographer: Rick Alexancler
This upfit for flrc fit,o-sttta hcotltlt.rnrtt:rs
ttf n

nntiornlltl

raco,qttizt',1 nccotrtttitrq

roas slttptt'tl br1 tlrc
itttLrge

for

t

iirttt

lirnr's astnblishctl

, its lotrg-te t'trt

lcnsc

atd

its desire

tntifiatl desigtt t'or its tltrec flttors ol

optcraticttt. Tlrc nrclite t-t ouercaltrc tlrc tu'tt'
urnl diuisiott oi tlrc iirnt's four tleLtnrt-

rrtcrtfs ltrl o1tcttirtg up fhe ot'fices so tlmt
t'nclr dt'ptnrtlnettt olul

nl

iloor etrjorls

tt t t t t i c n t i o t t tt t t tl
u,ork fltnt,. Mort' ttnfurnl liglttitrg trttd betfcr t,iettts 71tgyg ytrioritics of tlrc cliertt,
uh i clt 7t r t' t, i o t r sl q h n d tl n r k c I m t st r tt 1il nb i c
i

t

rc r e, n s a tl i t t f c r

t

c o tttt

oflicc spnce . Sectiotnl sitltligltts ttrt' uscd
tfuotryltout tlrc tlrt'a floors f o crcntc.lict{'-s
turd htcrattsl tltt nrtrtttntt of liglrt Ttctrctrnting thc hnllit,ny.Tht'ttse ol frostad nrd
c/enl'glns-s ott tlrc
ttlso nllort,s

ttnitt cttrtft'rettce r()0ttt

ntorc Iigltt tt't t'rttt'r flrc

lnll-

rottq.Tlis dc.sign rLlon o gttld nrcnrd for

t

o.fficcs oucr 25,000 sqtLorc fet't ttttd
Itrortzt' ntt,lrtl .for bcsf of-sltozu irt tlrc'1992

IBD Ctrolittns Clnpttr cttrttltctitiort.
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Alcatel Corporate
Headquarters
Hickory
Owner: Alcatel N A,Inc.
Architect: CBSA Architects, Hickory
General Contractor: Wilkie
Construction, Lenoir
Photographer: J. Weiland
The architect was charged with ndapting a
44-year-old former bank building that had
been aacant for fiae years for use as the
corporate headquarters for Alcatel N A, a

leading manufacturer of telecommunication cable and network systems equipment. The primary design objectiaes were
to open up the trao-story main space and
take adaantage of the only aaailable natural light from the windouts along the
north wall. The original banklobby was
opened to the ceiling leuel and floor space
was utilized with mooable office systems.
Executiae offices Taere arranged on the

::."-..-ry

perimeter, and a second floor mezzanine
was deaeloped by replacing walls with
open railings. Rich colors, solids and patterns in the wall coaerings, rnindout treatments and upholstery were used to create
a warm and friendltt enaironment.

Oiginalbank

as designed

in

1-943
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RevitalLzation
Design Charette Focuses On Historic Corridor, By Carol A. Rogers,

he South Tryon Street/South Boulevard area, just

south of Uptown Charlotte, received special attention
last summer from the Historic Resources Committee
of AIA North Carolina. During their annual design
charette, architects throughout the state joined several local
design professionals and residents to look at long-term planning
for the area, focusing on the preservation and revitalization of
its historic buildings and neighborhoods.
Representatives from four of AIA North Carolina's sections,
several regional landscape architects and planners, members of
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg planning department, citizens from
the two focus neighborhoods,local developers and business
representatives, and other interested people, gathered for an
overview of the study district. The history of the area underscores its importance to the development of Charlotte because of
its location as a gateway and connection to Charlotte's main historical trading destination - Charleston, S.C. - and its proximity
to the railroad corridor that served as the city's primary southern access link.
Residential development in the area began with the Dilworth
neighborhood following the 1890 construction of Charlotte's

AIA

first electric trolley, which was built to carry riders Uptown.
Today the neighborhood is largely confined to the eastern side
of South Boulevard and south of Rensselaer Avenue. Although
some churches and large homes remain on South Boulevard, the
thoroughfare is now largely commercial businesses serving
Dilworth and the industrial uses that access the railroad. The
1.946 completion of Independence Boulevard, a highway surrounding Uptown Charlotte, cut the community off from the
commercial center. Many roads in the vicinity were widened to
accommodate increased automobile traffic and the trolley lines
were removed. Zoning in the 7960s instituted commercial corridors along major roads without taking existing uses into consideration, further eroding Dilworth. Property adjacent to the main
highway was later demolished in the name of urban renewal
and replaced with public housing. The remaining residential
portion of Dilworth has seen a resurgence in recent years and
many of the homes have been renovated. Most of the residents
are white and middle class.
The other important residential neighborhood in the study
area is Wilmore. It developed later than Dilworth and contains
many smaller but well-designed bungalows from a similar era.
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Wilmore suffers from many of the same difficulties as Dilworth.
The community is now largely poor and black, with an increasing incidence of crime. However, many long-term residents are
struggling to reestablish its once stable environment.
Since the early 1980s, the city-county planning department
has put a wealth of effort into planning studies and proposals
for the area, and now the city has allocated about 91 million for
revltalization. Initial efforts began with the proposed rezoning
of many properties in Dilworth to more closely match their current single-family use. A portion of the land was rezoned and a
Dilworth Historic District was established. A 1983 urban design
plan suggested the construction of a trolley line along the existing railroad track. Along the trolley corridor, the plan encouraged mixed-use, neighborhood commercial, civic and residential uses. It also proposed a better edge relationship between
Dilworth and the commercial district.
Later efforts again recommended rezoning to match existing
single-family uses and commercial rezoning aimed at more
community oriented business. The proposals this time also
included the Wilmore neighborhood, its residential character
and its relationships to the commercial district and eventually
Dilworth. Proposed improvements to the pedestrian environment complemented the new revitalization plan. This year, the
project was taken to the next step with specific plans being
drawn to improve the rail corridor; to rework streets, sidewalks
and parking; to replace street lighting and other amenities; and
to plant trees along major thoroughfares. The planning department again recommended zoning changes, this time in the form
of a neighborhood overlay district.
With this kind of energy focused on the corridor locally, and
with the construction of a new Convention Center and possibly
an NFL stadium just to the north on the southern edge of
Uptown, the vicinity is on the verge of major change. The
Historic Resources Committee selected the area as the subject of

'd ,r

-#*t;i.+Gr*a'

its design charette for just that reason. The changes create great
opportunities for the preservation and rehabilitation of historic
structures, but also significant economic pressure to destroy
those same resources.
The charette began with a bus tour of the area, guided by
Warren Burgess of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning
Commission. After its first-hand look, the group evaluated the
area by identifying its good and bad points and rating their
importance. As it turns out, many of the good points also
showed up as bad points. (See chart on next page.)
The participants then divided up to look at specific aspects of
the district and propose planning strategies for its development.
The smaller groups evaluated linkages and edges, transportation, land use and historic structures. Each group made specific
proposals which were ultimately combined into an overall plan.
Much of the discussion centered on the rail corridor that
bisects the area. In its existing condition, the right-of-way creates an unsightly barrier between the two neighborhoods and
the businesses on each side. The crossings are in poor condition
and crime has become a problem. But with a little effort, the district's biggest physical dilemma could become its biggest asset.
Participants suggested the change could begin with just a
general cleanup project, then move on to enhancing the corridor
with bike paths and pedestrian areas, and eventually upgrading
the tracks for the reintroduction of a trolley. The rail crossings
received much of the design attention, since the connection
between Dilworth and Wilmore was a primary concern, as was
pedestrian access to the businesses on both sides of the tracks.
Proposals called for improving the conditions of the existing
automobile crossings and creating new pedestrian crossings at
streets that now dead end. The result was a design where one
street emphasized vehicular traffic and parking, and the next
street focused on pedestrians, in an alternating pattern. park
Avenue was viewed as the most important crossing and neigh-

'l
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Initial Evaluation
The design charette began with a bus tour of the area.
The group evaluated the area by identifying its good and
bad points and rating their importance.
Good Points
Potential reuse of existing underused industrial buildings and other
historic structures
Significant and diverse housing in both neighborhoods
Potential for new in-fill construction
Extra infrastructure
Emerging entertainment, restaurant and arts district
Convention Center and Stadium providing economic stimulus
Proximity of neighborhoods to business and Uptown
Diversity of people and architecture
Historic character
Dilworth as an established neighborhood with strong commitment
to historic preservation
Diversity of uses (residential, commercial and industrial)
Residents' pride in their neighborhoods
Railroad connection to Uptown for use by trolley and possible

future light rail
History, in particular transportation, and the story that can be told
Possible links between Dilworth and Wilmore through the railroad

right-of-way
Stability in both neighborhoods
Potential to provide urban housing and stem urban flight
Access to

Charette participants came up with set)eral recommendations
for reoitalizing histoic area of Charlotte

airport

Bad Points
Loss of historic structures

Existing strip development
Vacant tracts or "holes" and vacant buildings
Poor zoning which has resulted in demolition of residential
structures
Unplanned and poorly planned growth
Separation of neighborhoods
Lack of focus or sense of place, no critical mass
Poor maintenance of rail area between neighborhoods separates

them
Overhead utilities
No available money

Parking impact of stadium
Pressure Stadium and Convention Center have on residential areas
Poor perception on part of lenders
Crime: real and perceived
Perception of crime along railroad
Racial barriers
Public perception
No sense of arrival
Decay and lack of maintenance

borhood connection. Its character combined automobiles and
people, with the intersection of Park Avenue, the rail corridor
ind Camden Road becoming a main focal point and gathering
place for the entire area. More neighborhood-oriented businesses would radiate from there, taking advantage of some small
scale historic buildings and viable businesses on Park Avenue
and Camden Road. The participants also suggested that the
money available for physical improvements should target this
intersection. Funding should go toward improved roads, sidewalks and street amenities to enhance the neighborhood atmosphere, historic character and pedestrian/vehicular mix'
The ends of the proposed trolley line received attention as
well. Proposals called for the extension of the trolley track to the
new Convention Center and planned NFL stadium, giving
tourists easy access to the evolving restaurant and arts district,
as well as providing a convenient way for residents to get
22
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Uptown. At the southern end, designers saw the develoPment
of a rail terminal and shopping center in the existing historic
buildings. The idea was to spur redevelopment all along the corridor by focusing attention and money at the two ends and in
the center.

Land use proposals reiterated the need to adjust zoning for
encouragement of neighborhood businesses and residential
uSeS, as well as the preservation of historic resources. Reuse of
several abandoned industrial sites for loft-type housing was
strongly advocated. However, the importance of maintaining
the existing industries in the area was also recognized.
The event culminated with production of a large scale drawing depicting the proposed corridor plan. The drawing highlights the rail corridor as the important spine serving the two
neighborhoods, with the major nodes at the ends and at the central intersection of the proposed trolley line.
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Off The Drawing Board
South Atlantic Region Design Awards Go To Fiae

ive North Carolina firms have been
honored wilth7992 regional design
awards presented by the AIA/

Architects in Wilmington has been appointed
by the city council to a three-year term on the
Wilmington Planning Commission.

South Atlantic Region. The

AIA/SAR award winners were
announced at the organization's recent biennial convention in Savannah, Ga.
Bartholomew Associates, Inc., of Raleigh
was honored for its design of the Auburn
Transmitter, separate TV and radio transmitter facilities placed back-to-back in a duplex
manner for Durham Life Broadcasting and
Capitol Broadcasting.
Dail Dixon & Associates of Chapel Hill
won an award for a private residence of
|apanese influence on a steep wooded site in
Hillsborou gh (N orth Car olina Ar chit e ctur e,
September-October 7997). David Furman
Architecture, P.A., of Charlotte was recognized for its Runaway Train Office, a renovation and new construction project in a

Charlotte neighborhood.
Jenkins-Peer Architects of Charlotte won
an award for its design of the corporate headquarters for Charlotte TV station WCNC-TV
36 (North Carolina Architecture, SeptemberOctober 7992). O'Brien/Atkins Associates

received an award for its CharlottesvilleAlbemarle (Va.) Airport Terminal, which
blends the traditions of jeffersonian architec-

ture with contemporary terminal needs.
The Dail Dixon residential project and the
fenkins-Peer television project have also won
AIA North Carolina design awards.
The AIA/SAR design awards committee
was chaired by Marvin Housworth, FAIA, of
Rosser FABRAP International of Atlanta,
while the jury consisted of three noted Boston
architects: Robert Campbell, FAIA; Andrea P.
Leers, FAIA, of Leers, Weinzapfel Associates;
and William Rawn, AIA, of William Rawn
Associates.

"All jurors were strongly impressed with
the quality of the (153) submittals," said
Campbell, the jury chairman. "They compared
more than favorably with typical award programs we had juried in the past. And, the
wide range of styles and approaches among
the winners demonstrated a sign of the health
of the profession in this region."
Seven Georgia and South Carolina firms
also won awards in this year's SAR awards

program.

William Frank Gage, AIA, of
24
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Three North Carolina firms received
awards in the Carolinas Concrete Masonry

Association's fourth annual architectural
design awards competition. Lee Nichols
Architecture of Charlotte won Classification
II, for construction costing $500,000 to
$3,000,000 for its design of the Richter Wrenn
office building in Charlotte (North Carolina

Hepler
Hall Dahnert Architects of Charlotte won
Classification III, for projects costing
$3,000,000 and above, for its design of
Discovery Place and OmniMax Theater in

Ar chit e c t ure, September-October 1992) .

Charlotte (N or th C ar olina Ar chit e c t ur e. MarchApril\ 7992). Classification IV, for predominate use of non-architectural concrete block in
a unique or significant manner, was won by
Alpha Design Group of Raleigh for its design
of the Cary Family YMCA. (See photos, page 27.)
Architects from North and South Carolina
competed in the four classifications. fames R.
Barker, dean of Clemson's College of
Architecture, assembled a jury that included
Charles C. Hight, AIA, dean of architecture at
UNC Charlotte, and J. Thomas Regan, AIA,
dean of the School of Design at N.C. State.
The American Institute of Architects and
the Brick Institute of America are now accepting entries for their Brick In Architecture
awards program, held biennially to recognize
outstanding architectural achievement in brick
design.
Works of architecture in which brick is the
dominant building material and which have
been completed since January 1.,7987 are eligible for submission. This includes residential
and non-residential buildings, extended-use
projects or restoration projects in which at
least 75 percent of the new construction was

completed in brick.
Entry information can be obtained from the
AIA awards department (202-626-7390) or the
Brick Institute of America (703-620-0010).
Entry forms are dueJanuary 11',1,993 and submissions are due February 15,7993.
The deadline for entering the third annual
Hi-Tuff Challenge awards Program is |anuary
15,7993. Sponsored by IPS Elastomerics Corp.,
the program recognizes Stevens roofing con-

-|J.

C. Firms

SAR Award Winners
Charlottesville (Va.) Airport Terminal
Charlottesville, Va.
O'Brien/ Atkins Associates
Photo by Elliott Kaufman
Private Residence
Hillsborough
Dail Dixon & Associates
Photo by Jerry Markatos
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Charlotte
Jenkins-Peer Aichitects
Photo by Tim Buchman

Auburn Transmitter
Wake County

Bartholomew Associates
Photo by ]im Sink, ARTECH
Runaway Train Office
Charlotte
David Furman Architecfure
Photo by Rick Alexander
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on opposite page)

tractors who completed the most challenging
roof installations rn7992. For more informa-

tion call 413-586-87 50.

In The Works
The Roberts/Stacy Group of Raleigh has
been selected associate architect with
Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum of
Washington, DC, in the design of a new
administration and research center for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The one
million square foot facility, estimated to cost
$225 million, will be located on a 64.5-acre site
in Research Triangle Park. The complex will
be EPA's largest U.S. research laboratory and
a world-wide center for the study of environmental pollutants.

NBBI North Carolina is designing a new
Chamber of Commerce building planned for a
two-acre site in Cary. The project is being
financed by a consortium of 10 Cary banks
and is needed to accomodate the chamber's
expanding number of programs for its members. NBBJ planned a series of meetings with
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the building committee, chamber board members and other chamber members to initiate
the design process.

hayeslhowell

Benjamin Cahoory AIA, of Nags Head
and architect for the
Gardner's Point multi-family residential
development in Elizabeth City. Construction
is scheduled to begin in January for the condominium project, the site plan of which
addresses numerous environmental concerns
including protection of sensitive wetlands,
water quality and culturally significant submerged vessels. Cahoon also is serving as the
planner for the Far Creek redevelopment pro-

will serve as planner
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ject in Engelhard, and with Coastal
Engineering as the architect for additions to
the Grandy Assembly of God.
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Help you set policy limits to protect your

I

Thilor the deductible to reduce premiums
while limitmg risk to a comfortable level.
Help you implement a loss prevention
program to further reduce premiums.
Conduct loss prevention seminars with
your staff.
Review your contracts to be certain your
insurance coverage complies.
Recognize contractwording that could lead
to claims.
Provide pre-claim dispute resolution.

r
r
r
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evaluated by a specialist. We'll be happy to
do it at no cost or obligation. At the very least
you'll have the peace of mind of knowing

everything's fine.
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Dewberry & Davis of Raleigh designed
the recently-opened Siemens Medical Systems
training facility in Cary's MacGregor Park.
The $10 million, 75,000-square foot facility
includes 21 classrooms and offices, three
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) units and
a three-story atrium. It serves about 2,000
Siemens employees worldwide who undergo
technical, sales and management training each
year. The general contractor was Marshall
Contractors Inc.

business and personal assets.

With today's litigation-prone business climate,
your professional liability coverage should be

Prolessional LiahiliU $peeialists

Calloway |ohnson Moore of WinstonSalem has been named designer of a $3 million Ravenscroft School Arts Center and dining hall in Raleigh. The general contractor is
J.M. Thompson.

1645 Main, Suite 507
High Point, NC27262
1-800-768-4590

132'l-A Berkeley Ave.
Charlotte. NC 28204

704-376t086

Dalton Moran Shook Inc., is designing a
12,000-square foot, two-story colonial-style
funeral home for McEwan Funeral Service Inc.
The new structure, scheduled for November
groundbreaking, is McEwan's fourth facility
in the Charlotte area.
Stogner and Kanoy of Rockingham is
designing Richmond County's new Health
and Social Services Departments facility. The
architectural firm is charged with remodeling
Rockingham's 64,500-square foot Westfield
Shopping Center, which was purchased
recently by the county to house the departments.

Little & Associates of Charlotte is handling design for the University City sales
office for Tate Realtors, a 35-year-old
Charlotte real estate firm. The facility resembles Mount Vernon, George Washington's
home in Virginia, and is located near UNC
Charlotte. Allen Tate, president of the firm,
says he wanted a building that would blend
with the campus-like architecture of the nearby university but would still provide a distinctive identity. According to The Charlotte
Observer, Tate Realtors is the 89th largest
independent realty firm in the nation.

DRAWING

BOARD

CCMA Award Winners
Cary Family YMCA

9?'I
Alpha Design

Group,
Photo by Ronald Collier

Richter Wrenn Office Building
Charlotte
Lee Nichols Architecture
Photo by Joseph Ciarlante
Discovery Place and Omnimax Theatre
Charlotte
Hepler Hall Dahnert Architects
Photo by Gordon Schenck

NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 1992 27

Drefrms come true,.
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PRESIDENT

S

AWARI)

Vemon G. -James Asricultural Research & Extension Center
TidEwater Research Station - Plymouth. NC
Small Kane eichitects. Pe

AWARD OF HONOR
College of Architecnre Building
UNC - Charlotte, NC
The F'tilfA Group and Gwathmey Siegel & Assoc. Arch.

AWARD OF HONOR
The North Carolina Biotechnolory Center
Research Triangle Park, NC

No

other material delivers
the beauty, the curves, the
texfure, the color, the size
or the flexibility of brick.
'We
salute the 1992
Architecnrral Brick Design
Award winners and the
architects across North
Carolina who entered.
Thank you for using brick.

AWAND OF HONOR
Duke Power Customer Service Center
Charlone, NC
J.N. Pease Associates

AWARD OF HONOR
EantrlSpace/Science Center
Schiele Museum of Natural History-Gastonia, NC
Calloway Johnson Moore, PA
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o. o ircbrick,
AWARD OF HONOR
Corporate Research Center Centennial Campus
N.C. State University - Raleigh, NC

O' Brien/Atkins Associates. PA

AWARD OF MEruT
Hamlet Public Library
Hamlet, NC

Atkinson/DyerlWatson Architects, PA

iilfriru*

AWARD OF MERII
Iftispy Kreme Doughnut Corporation
Gastonia. NC
I^ambert Architecture. PA

ruEF

SPECIAL AWARD'Proiect tdendffcarton
McAlpine Business Center
Charlone, NC
Lee Nichols Architecture

AWARD OF MEruT
Idlewild Booster Pumping Station
Charlotte, NC
J.N. Pease Associates

AWARD OF MERIT
Church Street Parking Deck
Greensboro, NC
W'alter Robbs Callahan & Pierce Architects, PA

SPECIAL AWrlRDBrick Sculpnrre
Cleveland Countv Courthouse Additions & Renovations
Shelby, NC
Martin Boal Anthony &Johnson, Architects

BRIGK
Smcrrter

than you tlaink
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PUMPINGSOLITE
LIGHTWEIGHT
AGGREGATE
CONCRETE
60 STORIES FOR
THE TALLEST
BUILDING IN THE
SOUTHEAST WAS
NOTALL ORDER.
The NCNB Corporote Center (newly formed
NolionsBonk) is o 60 story, 830 foot high
buibing locoted in Chorlotte, North Corollno.
The building is the tollest in the southeost ond
the third tollest concrete frome building in the
United Stotes.
Li g htweig ht oggregote concrete wos
selected forlhe floors to minimize the weight
ond to ochieve required floorfire rotings. The
floorsystem consists oI o 45/a in. thick lightw_eight oggregote concrete slob supported on

18 in. deep post-tensioned beoms, Beoms
spon 0s much os 48 ft., providing column free
spoce from the core to the perimeter. The perimeterfrome utilizes normol weioht concrete,
More thon 30,000 cubifyords of Solite
lightweight concrete wos pumped of rotes exceeding 60 cubic yords per hour. MichoelC,
Webb, Soles Monoger of Concrete Plocemenl
lnc., Corolino division, commented, "the cogpelotion
pply Co.,
I
-between So ite, Co ncrete Su
McDevitt & Street ond CPI combined with the
knowledgeSolite provided with the productond
the obility to deol with octuoljobsile conditions
wos the key to moking this pumping operotion
o tremendous success."
Designed for totol performonce, Solite
I ightweightoggregote
concrete combi nes strucfur01, insuloting ond fire resistonce quolities
in one construction moteriol.
So specify Solite ond toke o lood otf your
building plons, howevertollthe order might be.

LightweightAggregote
StructurolConcrete

