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elcome to the f i rs t issue of Dimen
sions. 

This magazine is in tended to serve as a 
f o r u m for the discussion of relevant issues 
— issues of concern t o the readers — 
professional and publ ic. 

For this dialogue to w o r k , people have 
to be wi l l ing to step f o r w a r d — to 
cont r ibu te to the magazine. This can be 
in the f o r m of letters, articles and sugges
t ions for articles (always include sug
gested author) graphic mater ials, etc. We 
do not guarantee that all submissions w i l l 
be publ ished but they w i l l be seriously 
considered. 

Communicat ion is the key t o under
standing. The pract i t ioners, the edu
cators, the researchers and the users of 
the professional design discipl ines are or 
should all be concerned abou t the fu tu re 
of our society and the role that the design 
disciplines can play. Those roles are sti l l 
under discussion and exp lo ra t i on as 
pointed out in the statements by A rch i 
tecture Dean Cecil Steward at the Univer
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, and by L y n n 
Jones, president of the Nebraska Society 
of Archi tects. 

Dimensions has in i t ia l l y set up depart
ments such as energy, preservat ion, news 
notes, etc., which wi l l be a regular par t of 
each issue. In addi t ion, i t is expected tha t 
each issue wi l l consist o f one or more 
major articles of general top ica l interest. 
This issue, for example, deals w i t h the 
1979 Nebraska Society of A rch i tec ts 
Honor Awards and the 1979 Nebraska 
Commun i ty Improvement Program. 

Dimensions, at least i n i t i a l l y , is a 
Nebraska magazine, j o i n t l y pub l ished by 
the College of Arch i tec tu re and the NSA. 
However, it is our in ten t to be midwest 
regional in scope. Wi th tha t in m i n d we 
w i l l seek and accept art ic les w h i c h deal 
w i th regional issues and w h i c h are of 
interest to readers on a regional scale. 
Residence of author is n o t at issue. We 
hope to successfully inv i te and pub l ish 
material by national ly k n o w n f igures. 

If Dimensions is t o successful ly serve 
as a f o r u m for our readers, we mus t hear 
your voices. Please speak w i t h us. 

Thank y o u , 
James Gri f f in 
Managing Editor 
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Preservation 
Works 

Churches 
By Dan Kidd 

In any region or count ry , church 
buildings generally serve as the greatest 
architectural patr imony and, as such, 
provide an unparalleled historical record. 
Few would argue that, on the who le , 
houses of worship reflect the highest 
aspirations of people and therefore 
receive more attention in design and 
siting than any other type of buildings 
except, perhaps, major governmental 
structures. Even the very nonreligious can 
appreciate a well designed church or 
synagogue. One of the foremost author
ities on French gothic cathedrals is 
known to be a vigorous athiest. As in 
Europe, on the American At lan t ic Sea
board, or in neighboring midcont inental 
states, the church buildings of Nebraska 
figure significantly into our state's cul
tural heritage. 

By the end of 1980, approximately 30 
churches in Nebraska wi l l be listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places ind i 
vidually or as contr ibut ing components in 
national register districts. These listings 
represent a variety of denominat ions, 
architectural styles, and construct ion 
dates, and they span a wide geographic 
spread. The diversity ranges f rom the 
awesome Saint Cecilia's Roman Cathol ic 
Cathedral in Omaha, Spanish Renaissance 
Revival. 1905-54; to the Bellevue Presby
terian Church (recorded by the Histor ic 
American Buildings Survey in the 1930s), 
Gothic Revival, 1856; to the d iminut ive 
Keystone Community Church in Kei th 
County, vernacular, unique in having 
been erected for both catholic and protes-
tant services. 

Other denominat ions represented by 
Nebraska churches l isted in or nom ina ted 
to the National Register inc lude the 
Uni tar ian, Baptist, Me thod is t , Congrega
t iona l , Lutheran, Episcopal , Hol iness, and 
Af r ican Methodist Episcopal fa i ths . Other 
architectural styles inc lude the Greek 
Revival, Ital ianate, V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c , 
Shingle Style, St ick S ty le , Co lon ia l 
Revival, and Prairie Schoo l . The scale of 
these buildings varies g rea t l y , as do the 
const ruct ion materials (consider , f o r 
example, the bailed hay P i lg r im Hol iness 
Church in A r thu r Coun ty . ) Ta len ted local 
builders have been responsible f o r design
ing these valued structures, as have no ted 
a rch i tec ts such as T h o m a s Rogers 
K imba l l , Ralph Adams Cram, H. Van 
B u r e n Magonig le , J o h n and A lan 
MacDonald, and Freder ick S t o t t . 

For a visual del ight and as a means of 
comprehending the a rch i tec tu ra l mer i ts 
of Nebraska's churches — large and smal l , 
urban and rural , high sty le and vernacular 
— I highly recommend the t rave l ing 
exh ib i t , "Dreams in D r y P laces," a r ich 
col lect ion of photographs p o r t r a y i n g 
N e b r a s k a bui ldings and s t ruc tu res . 
Photographers Roger B r u e h n and Dav id 
Murphy have t ru l y cap tu red Nebraska's 
essence. (This project , s u p p o r t e d by a 
grant f r o m the Nebraska C o m m i t t e e fo r 
the Humanit ies, is c u r r e n t l y t o u r i n g 
Nebraska. For i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t Pro
fessor Ke i th Sawyers, Col lege of A r c h i 
tecture, UNL. ) 

F o r t u n a t e l y , Nebraska's re l ig ious 
bui ldings are not yet faced w i t h the l ikes 
of wholesale demol i t i on t h a t has taken 



many of England's precious ecclesiastical 
bui ld ings. But problems are cropping up 
in the eastern Uni ted States, and Nebras
ka eventual ly wi l l be faced w i t f i the 
p rob lem of church buildings that have 
become too small for the needs of grow
ing congregations, or too burdensome for 
the f inances of shr inking or expir ing 
rel igious groups. Archi tects in Nebraska 
can and must take some responsibi l i ty for 
s a f e g u a r d i n g the priceless cul tural 
resources represented by this state's 
ecclesiastical buildings. 

i f cal led upon to design an expansion 
or add i t i on to an older church, the 
arch i tec t should be sensitive to the scale, 
mater ia ls, and historic style of the exist
ing bu i ld ing . Also, he should keep in 
m i n d tha t numerous smaller churches 
have successfully been retained and 
u t i l i zed as chapels for weddings, funerals, 
and o ther int imate events, or as social 
inalls by burgeoning religious congrega
t ions faced w i t h no alternative but new 
cons t ruc t i on . In Nebraska, such act ion 
has happened in several cases, one as early 
as the late 1800's when the congregation 
of Saint John's Lutheran Church in rural 
Nemaha County kept possession of their 
o lder stone house of worship for use as an 
educat iona l fac i l i ty . 

A rch i tec t s should also be fami l iar w i t h 
conservat ion techniques if selected to 
supervise repair work or restorat ion of an 
h is to r ic bui ld ing. Structures tha t were 
harmless a decade ago, are now known 
to be detr imenta l . Churches, l ike other 
bu i ld ings , present no cause for being 
"dressed u p , " or made to look older than 
they are. Leave the Cor in th ian pilasters 
and broken swan's neck pediments in 
W i l l i amsbu rg : Nebraska's heritage is 
Nebraska's own. 

L ikewise, the in t roduc t ion of con
t e m p o r a r y elements in an histor ic church 
is m o s t o f ten a sad mistake. Christ 
C h u r c h Episcopal Cathedral in St. Louis, 
Mo. , a f ine V ic tor ian Goth ic edif ice 
designed by Leopold Eid l i tz and con
s t r u c t e d in the late 1860's received a 
then- lauded remodel ing in the 1960's a 
c e n t u r y after its erect ion. The superb 
w o o d e n f loors of Christ Church were 
sheathed w i t h large tiles of vermiculated 
marb le and the appropr iately ponderous 
V i c t o r i a n pews were replaced w i t h indi
v i dua l tubular chrome chairs w i t h un
fas tened individual kneelers of the same 
make . The contemporary furnishings in
side the Vic tor ian cathedral is a visual 
faux pas that endangers the knee jo ints of 
the p ious; chrome on marble (neither 

original to the interior) is a slippery 
proposit ion and St. Louis communicants 
often suffer bruised knees when kneeling 
w i thou t the utmost caut ion. 

When there is no choice but to 
abandon unneeded churches, adaptive re
use is an alternative to demol i t ion that 
architects should investigate. Two major 
issues exist here: the suitability of a 
proposed new use; and the acceptability 
of architectural or structural change to 
the bui lding. If adaptive re-use is feasible, 
exterior alterations always should be min
imal, and if the interior is notable, sub
divisions and modifications also should be 
as few as possible. Libraries, communi ty 
centers, and recital halls are likely conver
sions to be considered because of the 
spatial nature of churches. 

In Buildings Reborn: New Uses, Old 
Places (New York: Harper and Row, 
1978), author Barbaralee Diamonstein 
presents several cases in which redundant 
religious buildings have been re-used: an 
1890 Salt Lake City synagogue is now 
f lourishing restaurant; an Eclectic frame 
Baptist church in Stonington, Connecti
cut , was recycled into an attractive resi
dence; and a post-Civil War Presbyterian 
church in Iowa City now serves as a civic 
aud i tor ium, while the basement level 
houses the Iowa State Historic Preserva
t ion Off ice. Countless new uses can be 
found for redundant churches, but 

destroying their integrity in the process 
need not occur. 

The Tax Reform Ac t of 1976 offers 
federal income tax incentives for certi
f ied rehabil i tat ion work to owners of 
properties listed in the National Register 
of Historical Places, either individually or 
as part of a district, or as part of an 
historic distr ict recognized by a certified 
local historic landmarks ordinance. 

In France all cathedrals are owned by 
the state, and since 1968, England has 
operated a Redundant Churches Fund. 
But the United States has no state reli
gion. Properties listed in the National 
Register are eligible to be considered for 
historic preservation grants-in-aid, but the 
amount each state receives varies from 
year to year, and competi t ion becomes 
sti f fer w i th the increasing number of 
places being listed. If the United States is 
to maintain its notable churches, much of 
the act ion must come f rom private initi
ative. 

Some churches wi l l have to be ex
panded or receive additions, some must 
become auxil iary religious buildings, and 
others wi l l have to be recycled. Historic 
preservation recognizes the necessity of 
these alternatives to demoli t ion and 
(pardon me) prays that architects wi l l be 
ready and able for the challenging profes
sional aspects that such projects wil l be 
presenting in Nebraska. 

Keystone Community Church, Keystone, Nebraska. Courtesy: Dan Kidd. 



At left, Salem Lutheran Church, Ponca, Nebraska. 
Interior detail of sanctuary looking NE toward 
alter. Credit: D. Murphy. 

Below, Trinity Cathedral, 
Credit: R. Bruhm (c) 1978. 

Omaha, Nebraska. 

A. 



Downtown Omaha, Nebraska. Credit: Wurgler Photo. 

Cities 
By George Haecker 

I t is intr iguing to at tempt documenta
t i o n o f what makes a c i ty successful. 

By c i t y , in this article, I refer to its 
m o s t urban aspect — its central business 
d i s t r i c t . 

The assumption that a successful c i ty 
needs a successful down town center can 
be o f course, countered w i t h arguments 
t h a t p o i n t out that an af f luent society 
w i t h many modes of mob i l i t y , is very 
successful w i th its suburbs, shopping 
c e n t e r s , restaurants, movie theatres, 
p l e n t y of parking and greenspace. Indeed, 
u n t i l jus t a few years ago, this was 
p r o b a b l y the prevailing w isdom; and, at 

least in Omaha's case, very l i t t le concern 
was placed with its downtown area. 
People were content in the suburbs — 
everything was too convenient, and 
d o w n t o w n was just to be tolerated as part 
of the 40-hour work week. 

It is no secret now, however, that 
many recent factors have intensified to 
make the suburban rational no longer 
val id — the premier factor being the fuel 
shortage and the subsequent consolida
t ion of our lifestyles and distances. A 
host of technical and economic argu
ments support a downtown area, such as 
preservation of farmland, and the con

t inued use of existing infrastructure of 
sewers, water lines, streets, highways and 
publ ic facilities. If suburban sprawl in 
Omaha continues at its recent rate, it is 
estimated by the year 2020 one billion 
dollars wi l l have been spent for additions 
to these facilities and 35,000 more acres 
of farmland wil l be consumed, more 
intense land use wi th in existing bound
aries, wi l l allow the same population 
growth w i th virtual ly no additional in
vestment in public services. 

Beyond these economical arguments, 
however, there is an even more compel
ling reason for refocusing toward down-
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town — cultural and civic. Omaha can 
really only have one Orpheum, one City 
Hall, one financial distr ict , one Civic 
Aud i to r ium, one court house, and one 
Joslyn A r t Museum. These types of facil
ities can't and shouldn't be duplicated in 
the suburbs; and, by collectively grouping 
them as they are, the potential for an 
existing urban ambience is in place. The 
question now becomes, " H o w do we best 
take advantage of this potent ia l , and how 
can Omaha restore its urban 'sense of 
place'?" 

It is safe to say, that a renewed 
interest in downtown Omaha currently is 
taking place. It has been documented that 
percentagewise, property values since 
1978 have increased more towards the 
east of 72nd Street than west of i t , and 
Omaha's 3-year o ld urban development 
pol icy, which recommends a more con
solidated growth, is beginning to take 
effect. In addit ion, such programs and 
groups as Downtown Omaha Inc., the 
Riverfront Development Program, and 
the Omaha Development Council are all 
focused toward a revitalized downtown. 

An urban area is a complex organism, 
and many diverse factors affect its life or 
death: geography, topography, sociology, 
economics, and overall the communi ty 's 
character, pride and convict ion. Cities 
vary just as individuals vary, and i t is 
d i f f icu l t to determine what makes one 
more successful. What is needed, perhaps, 
is a sort of a Dale Carnegie course for 
cities. These individual factors are contr i 
buting, but not solely responsible for, the 
success or failure of an urban environ
ment. Take topography, for example. It 
could be argued that a f lat c i ty has more 
chance of success because pedestrian cir
culation is easier. There are many cities 
that exemplify this: London, Paris, 
Boston, the French Ouarter in New 
Orleans, and, closer to home, Minne
apolis, and Denver. However, there are 
notable exceptions: San Francisco, and 
more in scale to Omaha, Seattle. The hills 
and dales in Omaha's downtown area 
could be presented as a serious detr iment 
to its success; but Seattle, most parti
cularly, exemplifies that a central busi
ness distr ict can have most tortuous of 
hills and still be successful. It's interesting 
that Omaha first developed on the f lat 
river bottoms; init ial ly the major banks 
and business institutions were all east of 
14th Street; then wi th the railroad and 
industrial uses intruding, the center 
moved west up to the old river bluffs. 
Now, wi th the Marina City proposal, the 

Old Market, and Central Park Mal l , the 
center may again be shi f t ing more toward 
the east and the flat topography it pro
vides. 

Another contr ibut ing factor is geogra
phy and the center's locat ion in reference 
to the greater or metropol i tan area. It has 
been said that Omaha has a dist inct 
disadvantage in this regard because the 
central business district is at the eastern 
edge of the metropol i tan area; and, w i t h 
this fan-like shape, distances to travel to 
the center are necessarily greater than 
wi th a t ru ly central locat ion. However, 
the condi t ion is more the rule than the 
exception; and, although Minneapolis, 
Kansas City, New York , London, Paris, 
and many others, do exempl i fy a central 
location, geographically this term is 
usually a misnomer, as centers are very 
often not in the center; and, part icularly 
in America, cities tend to grow in one 
direction or the other, usually to the 
west. We have many examples of success
ful downtowns that aren't central to their 
population base, such as Chicago, Boston, 
Savannah, and close to home, Lincoln. 

This brings up another factor that is 
often used in the Lincoln/Omaha compar
ison, the influence of public inst i tut ions 
versus private enterprise. L inco ln , of 
course, is blessed wi th the State Capitol 
on one side of the central business dist r ic t 
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
on the other. It would be hard to imagine 
how a business district could fail under 
these circumstances; and for this reason 
plus many others, Lincoln provides an 
outstanding example of what can and 
should be done to develop a qual i ty 
urban environment. But Omaha, al though 
more of a bootstrap operation depending 
on the private economy, needn't lose 
hope in this regard. There are more cities 
that have not only survived but pros
pered, strictly on the private sector rather 
than public support; and there's a sort of 
lusty qual i ty in this as compared w i t h the 
artif icial respiration that Lincoln can take 
advantage of. The raw economy of a 
place is an interesting factor. In Denver's 
case, its tremendous growth was, in a 
sense, forced by the energy crisis and 
resultant investments in that area of the 
country. In other words, Denver d idn ' t sit 
down one day and say, "Let 's grow and 
prosper." It just happened, in spite of 
itself. On the other hand, the success of 
Minneapolis was not so much a matter of 
outside influences and economic in ject ion 
as it was a conscious civic at t i tude and 
goal. Minneapolis d id sit down and say. 

"What can we do to make a great c i t y ? " 
and set about to do i t . They consciously 
created the envi ronment to at t ract invest
ments, whereas Denver just happened to 
be in the right place at the r ight t ime. 
Omaha's analogy cou ld be Minneapol is 
and not Denver. Unless some unforeseen 
economic boom takes place, Omaha wi l l 
need to resurrect itself w i t h its own wi l l 
rather than rely on the raw economies of 
the market place. Of course, i t w o u l d be a 
tremendous benefit if more industries and 
investments could be at t racted to the 
c i t y ; but it's a viscous c i rc le ; before they 
can be attracted, Omaha wi l l need to 
prove itself by its own e f f o r t . 

In this complex mi l l ieu of factors that 
affect a ci ty lies a simple set of cr i ter ia 
that is essential for success. A k ind of self 
improvement urban pr imer that migh t be 
used for a most basic guidel ine fo r civic 
decisions. For an urban area to be suc
cessful, exci t ing, and prosperous, there 
are six key criteria that must be fo l l owed 
and achieved. There is a tendency to 
oversimpl i fy and merely designate a must 
for housing; a must fo r re ta i l ; a must fo r 
parking; a must fo r parks; or more of f ice 
space, or better hotels, or whatever; w i t h 
the inuendo that if any of these items 
were achieved, the prob lems w o u l d be 
over. It is not so simple as this and focus 
needs to be more cosmopol i tan and en
compassing. But , at the same t ime , the 
subject is not so complex or indetermi -
nant that it can't e f fect ive ly be addressed 
and a solut ion f ound . For the consider
at ion of civic decisions, the f o l l ow ing six 
criteria that should be incorpora ted in to 
planning: 

• M I X E D USE 
A ci ty 's exci tement is in its d ivers i ty , 
its hustle, bustle, m i x , and contradic
tions. We should encourage, at all 
turns, all and every f u n c t i o n possible 
down town . No single user or t ype of 
use should have exclusive preference, 
and our goal should be t o combine all 
f unc t ions : retai l , o f f i ce , housing, 
entertainment, recreat ion; and, cer
ta inly not last nor least, rel igious 
inst i tut ions should be par t of our 
urban mix. Indeed, n o t h i n g should be 
excluded or, if ex is t ing, removed. 

• T R A N S P O R T A T I O N / P A R K I N G 
I combine these t w o elements because 
they are one en t i t y . If y o u have a 
proper t ranspor tat ion n e t w o r k , the 
need for parking is d im in i shed . We are 
paranoid about park ing to the po in t 
where down town Omaha is l ook ing 
more like Berl in du r ing W o r l d War II 
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Looking west toward downtown Omaha from Central Park Mall. Courtesy: Bahr, Vermeer & Haecker. 

than a l iving c i ty . There is no need to 
park if there is noth ing to do after you 
park. Parking should, of course, be 
considered and incorporated in to plan
n ing ; but it is the result of successful 
p lanning, not the cause of it. Clearing 
bui ld ings to make way for more park
ing fo r the so-called "convenience" of 
the shopper/visi tor is only a downh i l l 
cyc le . This only demotes the urban 
env i ronment , makes the d o w n t o w n 
less and less attractive, and drives away 
the potent ia l visitor. One doesn't visit, 
or isn' t attracted to, San Francisco or 
New York because they have p lenty of 
park ing. Parking is incidental, and I 
rate it as a low pr ior i ty of d o w n t o w n 
improvement . If the demand and 
ambiance is created, people w i l l f i nd a 
way to get there; and if they can' t 
readi ly park, they wi l l begin to rely 
more and more on public transporta
t i o n , which is better anyway. 

I N T E G R A T I O N 
By this I mean two types of integra
t ion , both physical and operational. 
Physically, whether it is entirely good 
or bad, there is an existing context to 
downtown. The street pattern, vistas, 
buildings, and spaces are familiar to 
people and they identi fy w i th the total 
as well as the parts. New construct ion 
should integrate w i th this environment 
t o the greatest extent possible. 
Chances of success are generally better 
w i t h minor surgery than wi th major 
surgery. There is no value in clearing 
whole blocks and completely obliter
ating a given environment when more 
sensitive inf i l l ing and complementary 
construct ion can take place. The fai l
ure of the old urban renewal program 
was proof of this; once a given area is 
obl i terated, it is extremely d i f f i cu l t to 
give it new life. Likewise, w i th certain 
stores and existing insti tut ions, we 

should very carefully catalog what is 
current ly work ing, and in any degree 
successful, and make every effort to 
bui ld upon these successes, rather than 
o b l i t e r a t e them wi th superblock 
scheming. There are existing today in 
the downtown some very viable small 
business operations: shops, restau
rants, and businesses; and it would be 
most counterproductive to force them 
out of business, or into a disruptive 
move, w i th new construct ion that 
could not accommodate their scale or 
circumstance. 
Q U A L I T Y 
When we build we must bui ld wi th the 
highest architectural quali ty and confi
dence that we are capable of. People 
are attracted to confidence; and when 
we make our buildings of the highest 
qual i ty possible, it exemplifies this 
confidence and our commitment to 
our c i ty . On the other hand, when 
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OVERALL PERSPECTIVE 

Central Park Mall and Environs. Courtesy: Bahr, Vermeer & Haecker. 

something is constructed that is 
mediocre, it dampens all around it. As 
Daniel Burnham said, "Make no small 
plans - they have no magic to stir 
men's souls," we must stir our civic 
pride; and that can only be done by 
building with absolute convict ion and 
quality. Both the IDS Center in Minne
apolis and the NBC Bui lding in 
Lincoln are close-at-hand examples of 
this. Both these buildings have played 
major roles in setting the standard of 
excellence for the respective cities, 
which in turn has spurred further civic 
pride and commitment . It is t ime 
Omaha became less insular and learned 
this lesson; whatever we bui ld down
town must be exemplary. 

P R E S E R V A T I O N 
This is closely related to the criteria of 
integration explained above, but is 
specialized enough that it needs indi
vidual at tent ion. Of course, many 
books have been wr i t ten on the sub
ject and all manner and rat ional izat ion 
has explained why it is of value to 

preserve our architectural heritage. I 
won ' t attempt in the space of this 
article to repeat these arguments, ex
cept simply to say that every success
ful c i ty has recognized this fact. Archi
tectural preservation has recently 
mushroomed f rom an inkl ing aware
ness to a booming t rend; and, if 
Omaha does not take advantage of this 
oppor tun i ty , i t wi l l be turning its back 
on a key element that could assist in 
the resurrection of down town . 

P E O P L E A M E N I T I E S 
The premise here is simply that if you 
provide those publ ic ingredients that 
make an environment fun to be in , 
people wi l l be attracted to i t ; and f rom 
that attraction w i l l come all other 
results. It's a chicken and egg game; 
but i t has been clearly documented in 
other cities that if the public invest
ment can be made in pedestrian walk
ways, parks, fountains, art, plazas, and 
open space, people wi l l come, and 
private enterprise w i l l fo l low. This is, 
of course, the rationale for Omaha's 

Central Park Mal l , and we can say tha t 
this part icular e f f o r t is cu r ren t l y 
underway. However, more should be 
done throughout the CBD area in 
regard to detailed ingredients , such as 
benches, trees, foun ta ins , s idewalk 
paving, and those urban ameni t ies that 
create the mood and e n v i r o n m e n t for 
the public's en joyment . Obv ious l y , if 
streets and sidewalks are p la in , l i t 
tered, and devoid of a t t ract ive deta i l 
ing, people w i l l no t feel good abou t 
being there, and w i l l be o n the i r way 
as qu ick ly as possible. 

Omaha can get the j o b done . A s t rong 
impetus lies both local ly and na t iona l l y 
which refocuses t owa rd the c i t y centers. 
It is of f ic ial federal po l i cy t o redevelop 
and make better use of u rban areas. There 
is a growing awareness tha t a successful 
urban area is exemplary o f t he best th ings 
of c iv i l izat ion; and in Omaha there is 
both the oppor tun i t y and ex is t ing con
text to grow f rom a good c i t y t o a great 
c i ty . As the 1980's progress i t is c lear ly 
t ime for civic rebir th to begin . 



EnergvL 
Alternatives 

By Steve Eveans 

A new era is upon us in environmental 
design. 

A new at t i tude is in the formulat ive 
stages. This new at t i tude in people ex
presses a greater need for an understand
ing of the environment and the processes 
invo lved in environmental change. It ex
presses a concern for the qual i ty of 
env i ronmenta l design. 

For some, the concepts of energy 
conservat ion and the conservationist 
approach in general, forecasts a reduct ion 
in the qual i ty of l i fe. Logic tells us that 
there must be an at t i tude change in the 
use and planning of our non-renewable 
energy sources. This demands a height
ened sense of awareness about these 
resources, their connective systems, and 
h o w they interact w i t h our society and 
cu l tu re . This especially places a greater 
demand on the design professions to be 
he ld accountable, for the expression of 
the qual i ta t ive aspects of environmental 
design. It emphasizes a need for a sense of 
the pr ior i t ies obtainable through the 
design processes. Archi tecture and plan
n ing must understand the priorit ies and 
be involved in setting them and in forming 
educat ional clients, the public and the 
dec is ion makers as to the implications. 

Ene rgy conservation by mandate 
s h o u l d be only an intermediary stage 
wh i l e the "new a t t i t ude , " direct ion is 
deve loped. This development hopeful ly 
w i l l n o t be toward an escapist at t i tude. 

We cannot, at present, say that we fu l ly 
understand our own earth. Energy con
sciousness wil l come f rom an understand
ing of the impacts, problems, and possi
bi l i t ies f o r all present and alternative 
energy use practices and resources. We 
must have a better handle on what we 
have available, what the problems are and 
what the challenge is to set future prior
ities. 

It is hoped that the qualitative aspects 
of our environment and culture are not 
lost dur ing this period. If the technocracy 
directs our way there is a danger that the 
qualitative and expressive elements of the 
design process wil l be mandated into 
mediocracy. Governmental regulation is a 
prime example of this situation. Several 
pieces of legislation are before the 
Nebraska Legislature in regard to energy, 
its use and regulation. Do we know, as 
professionals, what the implications of 
these laws are in terms of design? 
Designers have ignored our potential role 
in the public realm. In turn we are 
perceived as technical resources, entre-
preneurally wait ing on the sidelines to be 
called upon when we are needed. We are 
not called as often as we could; architects 
are responsible for only five percent of 
the bu i l t environment in terms of design. 

We, as design professionals, administra
tors, and facilitators have before us the 
oppor tun i ty to put our skills and design 
processes on the cutt ing edge for our 

society. We can and should be involved in 
setting the trends and priorit ies, but we 
need to be more involved wi th the public 
we serve. 

in the midlands we have perhaps an 
even greater opportuni ty to plan and 
design the environment. We have not yet 
fel t the tremendous impacts as have other 
more urban areas but we may be faced 
w i t h these conservation issues soon. 
Because of our agricultural resources and 
a natural emphasis on communi ty and 
region, we can better bear with the 
problems ahead. 

The design professions must communi
cate on all channels. We can communicate 
about architecture, for it is the art and 
science of integration. We can communi 
cate sensitive planning, for it is the 
expression of the needs of our society. 
The channels are many. 

The issue and problem of energy con
sciousness is making us take a good look 
at ourselves and our present situation. 
Conservation is an inter im device to 
project us in to the future. Conservation 
practices need not mean cutt ing back in 
terms of our creative and expressive 
human nature. 

Several channels are open to design 
professionals, administrators, and facilita
tors in this region and state. The most 
important thing we can do is practice 
what we preach and work at communi
cating our successes. 
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The Sower. Early photo of Nebraska State Capitol dome. Courtesy: State Building Division. 
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Subscription 
Announcement 

The foundat ion of Dimensions is you. We 
need your input. Start by ordering a 
subscr ipt ion. 

Check the rate you wish. Enclose a check 
or money order for that amount. 

Then fil l in your name and address and 
mail the order fo rm to us. Thank you. 

Want to Advertise? 
We'll send rates and information about 

Dimensions to you . 
Merely check the advertising blank. Fill in 

your name and address and mail the order form 
to us. Or call if you wish. Thank you. 
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University of Nebraska 
College of Architecture 
Lincoln. NE 68588 

Phone: (402) 472-3592 

one issue: $1.50 

one year: $6.00 
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Name 

Street or P.O. Box 

City and State Zip 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

There is a much desired and great need 
for discourse between professionals in the 
environmental design fields. Even though 
the qual i ty of this communicat ion and 
opportunit ies for this type of sharing has 
been greatly improved in the last three 
years, the consistency/continuity has 
been quite a bit less than what wou ld be 
desired in a truly growing (knowledge, 
education, process) professional com
muni ty . 

The quality of architecture is some
thing we should be proud of in Nebraska. 
We must also strive for a greater under
standing of what quality of our own work 
is and more important ly, how the general 
public perceives this qual i ty . We can 
barely talk to each other now, how can 
we expect the general public to respond 
to what is being said in our work? 

I would like to know what the related 
design professionals th ink and feel about 
our identity crisis. I th ink some sugges
tions about solutions to this vast com
munication problem would be wor th 
mentioning. 

There is committee forming in the 
Lincoln chapter of the A I A to come to 
grips w i th this problem and the basic 
educational level. The goal of this com
mittee is to foster the growth and devel

opment of the concept that we can bo th 
learn f r om and teach w i t h the real physi
ca l /bu i l t envi ronment and tha t a certain 
level of sensitivity to the issues of the 
bu i l t environment can be taught through
ou t the learning process of l i fe. 

Our plan is to work w i t h the L inco ln 
Public Schools to consol idate all of the 
previous programs we have been engaged 
in w i t h the schools in to a p i l o t program 
on " B u i l t Environment E d u c a t i o n . " 

Our f i rst task is to or ien t the teachers 
in a p i lo t school to the advantages and 
processes to be gained and used in this 
program. The benefits to be gained by the 
commit tee members and the A I A as a 
whole are many. The f u l f i l l m e n t of our 
pr imary commi tmen t in terms of our 
code of ethics and its direct ives about 
education and the profession w i l l be 
realized. 

The commit tee members w i l l learn 
better teaching and leadership ski l ls. The 
A I A wi l l instantly become more visible to 
the students and their parents. Th is w i l l 
eventually establish a base of con tac t and 
transfer of knowledge that w i l l lead to a 
better in formed public, f u t u re cl ientel le 
and potent ial professionals. 

Steve Eveans 
Arch i tect 

The first issue of Dimensions is finan
cially supported by the College of Archi
tecture at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, and by the Nebraska Society of 
Architects. Subsequent issues will be sup
ported by the College of Architecture and 
by income from subscriptions and adver
tisements. 

The editorial staff of Dimensions in

vites all interested parties to submit arti
cles, news items and letters for publica
tion. News items and letters will be 
published at the discretion of the editor. 
Articles will be reviewed and if selected 
for publication will be edited in terms of 
form, length and structure. Any author 
who wishes will then have an opportunity 
to read the edited version before it is 

published. 
We request that all material submitted 

for publication be typed, double spaced 
on one side of the page. Suggested length 
from 600-1000 words. Please submit 
graphic material also. Black and white 
photos and line drawings are preferred. 
Sizing of graphics will be determined by 
the editor. 
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Take Note 

Faculty Exchange in Ireland 
The U N L Architecture college has an 

on-going faculty exchange program wi th 
the Architectural Faculty f rom the Col
lege of Technology in Dubl in, Ireland. 
The program is structured around a six-
week stay in the host country. Our 
assignment in Dubl in typical ly involves 
assisting the studio master for the th i rd 
year design studio in a five-year program. 
In addi t ion, several lectures are given in 
our area of expertise to members of the 
college and faculty. 

For the first exchange (two years ago) 
Professor Allan Quick from U N L ex
changed wi th Sean Rothery f rom Dubl in . 
Sean's assignment in Lincoln was to teach 
one section of Design 440, a senior studio 
involving the role of context in Architec
tural Design. He also gave several lectures 
in the Gallery on Irish Architecture. This 
year Professor Wil l iam Borner went to 
D u b l i n in exchange wi th Eamonn 
O'Doherty. Borner said he found the 
exchange to be an immensely beneficial 
experience both personally and profes
sionally. There is no comparison to " tour
i n g " a country and actually having a 
teaching assignment and working and 
l iving wi th the people. This program 
offers a faculty member the oppor tun i ty 
to see architecture and urban design not 
only of Dubl in, but of London and 
Edinburgh as wel l . When Eamonn was in 
L incoln, the locally based f i rm of Davis/ 

Fenton/Stange and Darling, hosted an 
evening cocktail party to exchange ideas 
and philosophies on architecture. 

« * • * 

London 1980 
Eleven students are participating in the 

1980 London Architecture Study Pto 
gram under the guidance of Professor 
T o m Laging. The students and Professor 
Laging and family (wife Mig and daughter 
Quinn) are living in the Marlebone district 
of London convenient to the AA, 
Regents Park and Hyde Park, and the 
"best fish and chips place in London." 
Day trips f rom London are planned with 
Oklahoma and Wisconsin students to visit 
S t o n e h e n g e , Sa lsbury , Canterbury, 
Norwich and Bath. Visits to Oxford and 
Cambridge wi l l be done independently. 
Word has been received that the students 
are busy work ing on their projects and 
" l iv ing like vegetarian church mice as the 
price of meat and chicken is out of sight 
($7.00 a ch icken) . " 

• * » « 

Winterim 1979-80 
The 1979-80 Architectural Winterim 

to France and Italy not only turned out 
to be quite an experience for all, but also, 
the largest Winter im group the university 
has ever sent. The Winterim program, for 
those who aren't famil iar w i th it, is a 
Cont inuing Education course offered by 
the College of Architecture for three 
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credit hours and is usually conducted 
f rom the day after Christmas unt i l the 
day before second semester classes begin 
(about 1 8 days). 

This year's architectural t r ip was led 
by three faculty, Robert Stowers, Kevin 
Forseth, and Homer Puderbaugh, and 
composed of 36 students ranging f rom 
freshmen to graduate students in architec
ture, interior design students, university 
faculty in other disciplines and profes
sional. This cross section of individuals 
f rom the university and communi ty made 
the t r ip most enjoyable. 

December 27 we arrived in Paris and 
spent several days visit ing this major 
European c i ty and its environs (Chartre 
Cathedral and Versailles in part icular). We 
then traveled by overnight train to Nice 
on the French Riveria where we spent 
New Years Eve and enjoyed breathtaking 
sunsets. From there we traveled to Italy 
and visited Venice (my favorite) and 
Florence (where it all started) and on to 
Rome including a side t r ip to Naples and 
Pompeii. 

I'm sure that i t was a t r ip everyone 
wil l remember, the culture so historical ly 
rich and the architecture so grand. We 
walked around most of the t ime in awe of 
the 1000 years of history we were experi
encing f i rst hand. 

Next year's Winter im promises to be 
equally spectacular. We wi l l f ly into 
Rome, spend time in Venice and Florence 

and then travel to Athens, Greece. If you 
are interested in joining the group next 
year, contact Bob Stowers. 

• • » * 

U.A.G. Exchange 
Professor Robert Duncan w i l l be 

taking eight third-year students to Guada
lajara, Mexico, to take part in the Univer-
sidad Autonoma de Guadalajara (U.A.G.) 
Exchange Program. Students wi l l begin in 
the summer taking a six-week course in 
Spanish at U.A.G. fo l lowed w i t h equiva
lent four-year architecture courses dur ing 
the fall semester. In addi t ion to course 
work students will part icipate in and 
share the many activities offered by the 
U.A.G. Architectural Program. 

# * * « 

Design Studio 955 
With support f rom the Hyde Grant , 

Design 955, the second semester sixth 
year studio, recently spent one week in 
residence in Houston at the of f ice of 
Caudill, Rowlett and Scott. 

Each day was scheduled w i th a morn
ing, afternoon and evening session 
focused around mini-design sketch prob
lems on architecture and energy related 
issues. In this manner the class d id several 
individual sketch problems complete w i th 
CRS crit ique. Subject areas fo r design and 
energy include programming, inter ior 
design, architectural design, and land
scape architecture. A "show-and- te l l " was 

held at the beginning of the week t o 
introduce the members o f the class t o the 
part icipat ing CRS staff members. The 
class presented design solut ions f r o m 
several 955 studies and CRS discussed 
examples of their work such as the SERI 
solut ion and the T V A pro jec t . 

On the lighter side. Bi l l Caudi l l hosted 
an evening social and cock ta i l pa r t y f o r 
the class at his home. In a d d i t i o n , the last 
af ternoon in Houston was spent t o u r i n g 
several architectural of f ices in the area, 
including the of f ice of Rober t Douglass, 
former Nebraska graduate. 

Intern Programs 
The U N L Arch i tecture In tern Program 

continues to draw suppor t f r o m the 
students, facul ty and profess ion. M i n o r 
changes resulting f r om our f i r s t " t r i a l and 
e r ro r " ef for ts are being i nco rpo ra ted i n t o 
the program and we believe these changes 
w i t h the professions interest and he lp , 
wi l l lead to an excel lent o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
both students and professionals. The pro
gram wi l l remain 15 weeks (13 weeks in 
the summer) of 40 hours per week 
control led off ice exper ience fo r the 
student under the guidance and super
vision of an of f ice pro fess iona l . F o u r 
students completed their i n te rnsh ip th is 
fall semester in the of f ices of Dav is / 
Fenton/Stange/Darl ing, the C lark-Enersen 
Partners, Bahr, Vermeer & Haecker , and 
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Dreams in Dry Places 
A Photographic Exhibit of Historic Nebraska Architecture 

I » h « » t o g r a p h s b y : 

R. B r u h n 
David Murphy 

D e s i g n by: 

Rod Land)tTson 

("olU-lio o f A r c h i ( « ' t ( i ir«' 
U n i v e r s i t y <)f N e b r a s k a - l . i n e o h i 

( . l i t e r f o r ( i r e a t P l a i n s S t u d i e s 
r n i \ e r s i t y o f N e b r a s k a - l . i n e o l n 

W i t h t h e T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e o f t h e Nel '^: l^-ka S t a t e H i < t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 
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Thomas Bachtold Associates. 
Contact the chairman, College of Ar

chitecture, U N L 
# » * * 

Fellowship Awarded 
The Leo A. Daly Travell ing Fellowship 

was recently awarded to Greg Wielage. 
The Fellowship, which carries a cash 
stipend of $4,000, is awarded every two 
years to a worthy fou r th , f i f t h or sixth 
year student. It is the richest and most 
prestigious scholarship offered by the 
College of Architecture. Greg is a sixth 
year graduate student who has been 
working wi th Professor Guenter to 
develop a book on Japanese Archi tecture. 
Greg wi l l use the Fellowship to visit 
Japan where he wi l l study Shinto and 
Buddist shrines. Members of the jury for 
selecting the recipient included Jack 
Savage, an Architect f rom the Leo A. 
Daly f i rm . 

• » * • 

Dreams in Dry Places 
Dreams In Dry Places, a photographic 

exhibi t , explores the f irst 100 years of 
Nebraska architecture. The exhib i t is 
organized around architectural themes 
such as domestic architecture, buildings 
of rural communit ies, style, materials, 
and ethnic influences. The photographs 
are interpreted by quotat ions f rom 
American literature. On display are 130 
contemporary photographs by David 
Murphy, survey architect w i th the 
Nebraska State Historical Society, and 
Roger Bruhn, a Lincoln photographer. 
Keith Sawyers, professor of architecture, 
was the project director. 

The exhibi t is sponsored by the Center 
for Great Plains Studies and the College 
of Architecture at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, and funded by a grant 
f rom the Nebraska Committee for the 
Humanities. 

» » * * 

HDR Graduate Scholarship 
The Department of Archi tecture is 

pleased to announce the cont inuat ion of 
the Annual HDR Graduate Scholarship in 
Architecture, and wil l soon call for appli
cations f rom students who have been 
admitted into the Master of Archi tecture 
degree program and wi l l be enrol led as 
f i f t h or sixth year students dur ing the 
1980-81 academic year. 

The purpose of this $1000 scholarship 
is to aid the recruitment and retent ion of 
outstanding graduate architecture stu
dents. The scholarship is awarded annual
ly to a student who is making satisfactory 
progress toward the professional degree. 
Master of Architecture, and is considered 
to be worthy and deserving. 

Completed application forms, tran
scripts and supporting material must be 
submitted to the chairman of the Depart
ment of Architecture (206 Arch Hall) no 
later than 4:30 p.m., Apr i l 11 , 1980. 

Steve Weber, a f i f t h year graduate 
student f rom Lincoln was the 1979-80 
recipient of this scholarship. 

Kirkham, Michael 
& Associates Scholarship 

The College of Architecture is pleased 
to announce the cont inuat ion of the 
annual Ki rkham, Michael & Associates 
Scholarship, and has asked for applica
tions f rom students who wi l l be sopho
mores, juniors, or seniors in the B.S. in 
Architectural Studies degree program 
during the 1980-81 academic year. 

The purpose of this $750 scholarship 
is to encourage and assist young men and 
women of promising talent and abi l i ty to 
complete the requirements for graduation 
f rom the College of Archi tecture at the 
University of Nebraska at L incoln. 

Troy Christensen, a senior in the B.S. 
in Architectural studies program was the 
1979-80 recipient. Congratulations to 
Troy and many thanks to K i rkham, 
Michael and Associates for their f ine 
support. 

Completed application forms, tran

scripts and support ing material must be 
submit ted to the Dean's Of f ice (107 A rch 
Hall) no later than 4 :30 p.m. March 28, 
1980. 

* » » # 

Department of Community 
and Regional Planning 

The Department of C o m m u n i t y and 
Regional Planning has nine graduate stu
dents on internships funded by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel
opment's Section " 7 0 1 " Work Study 
Grant Program. The H U D grants are to 
the State of Nebraska Policy Research 
Off ice and the Omaha-Counci l B luf fs 
Metropol i tan Area Planning Agency. The 
nine commun i t y and regional planning 
students are work ing fo r the fo l l ow ing 
local agencies: Ci ty of L inco ln Urban 
D e v e l o p m e n t D e p a r t m e n t , L incoln 
Opportuni t ies Industr ia l izat ion Center, 
State of Nebraska Depar tment o f Energy, 
State of Nebraska Depar tment of Eco
nomic Development, State of Nebraska 
Department of Welfare Technical Assist
ance Agency, and the Omaha-Counci l 
B l u f f s Me t ropo l i t an Area Planning 
Agency. As part of the program, the 
students wo rk par t - t ime dur ing the 
academic year and fu l l - t ime dur ing the 
summer months. Cash con t r i bu t i ons f r om 
the local agencies and monies f r o m the 
HUD grant pay for the students ' t u i t i o n , 
books, and a mon th ly st ipend. 

Austin Joins Faculty 
Richard Aust in has jo ined the facul ty 

of the Commun i ty Resource and Re
search Center as an associate professor o f 
communi ty development. He has a 
bachelor's degree f r om Texas Technologi 
cal College and a Master's f r o m Nor th 
Texas State University. He is a registered 
landscape architect in Texas and Kansas 
and has served most recent ly as di rector 
of the Dallas of f ice of Obl inger-Smith 
Corporat ion. He previously spent f ive 
years on the facul ty of the Depar tment of 
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Landscape Archi tecture at Kansas State 
Universi ty, as a landscape architect f o r 
Texas Parks and Wi ld l i fe Department, and 
as a munic ipal park planner. He is the 
author of numerous publ icat ions and is 
cur rent ly author ing a book on plant ing 
design. 

Offices/Committees positions: 
Mele Koneya 

Edi tor ia l Board, Journal of the Com
mun i t y Development Society 

Ted Wright 
President, Nebraska Planning and 

Zoning Assn. 
Recogni t ion and Awards Commit tee, 

Commun i t y Development Div is ion, 
N a t i o n a l Universi ty Extension 
Associat ion 

K ip Hulvershorn 
President, Nebraska Chapter, Com

mun i t y Development Society 
Board Member, Mid-West Recreation 

and Park Assn. 
Board Member, American Assn. for 

Leisure and Recreation, Chair, 
Commit tee on Research and Plan
ning 

Member — National Jo in t Task Force 
to Study Recreation, Parks and 
Open Space Standards 

Member, Cont inuing Education Com
mi t tee, National Recreation and 
Park Assn. 

K im T o d d 
Program Director — Great Plains 

Chapter , American Society of 
Landscape Archi tecture 

J im G r i f f i n 
Edi tor , National Newsletter for the 

Commun i t y Design Center Direc
tor 's Association 

National Offices 
The fo l low ing national offices held by 

CRP faculty include: 
Marie Arnot — President-Elect of 

N a t i o n a l C o m m u n i t y Development 
Society. She becomes president in August 
1 980 for one year. 

Mary Kihl - Appointed to a two-year 
term on the Transportation Research 
Board's Committee on Land Develop
ment and Transportation. 

The Transportation Research Board is 
an agency of the National Research Coun
cil which encourages research on trans
portat ion systems. 

Roger Massey — Secretary-Treasurer, 
Education Department, American Plan
ning Association. 

Sawyers Elected 
Professor Keith Sawyers has been 

elected to a three-year term on the 
National Board of Directors of the 
Society of Architectural Historians. 

Wood Appointed 
Associate Professor Peter Wood has 

been appointed a member of the A I A 
Cont inuing Education Committee. 

Steward Chairman 
U N L Architecture Dean W. Cecil 

Steward is a member of the national IDP 
Coordinating Committee which is re
sponsible for overseeing the development 
and implementation of the Intern Archi
tect Development Program being jo in t ly 
sponsored by A I A and NCARB. 

He is also immediate past Chairman 
and remains a member of the A I A Con
t inuing Education Committee. 

AIA Professional Management Committee 
The A I A Practice Management Com

mittee, chaired by Thomas Moreland of 
Eugene, Oregon, held its first meeting of 
1980 February 28-29 in San An ton io , 
Texas. Herman Schmidt f rom HDR and 

John Benson f rom the College of Archi
tecture were both in attendance. 

The meeting opened wi th the custom
ary introductions, and then the commit
tee zeroed in on ident i fy ing practice 
related issues to be discussed by study 
groups that afternoon. 

A t the end of the first day, the 
fo l lowing resolutions were presented to 
Bruce Patty, chairman of the A IA Com
mission on Practice and Design: 

The first resolution requested that a 
ful ly funded task force on "Mic ro Com
puters applications in the Practice of 
Arch i tec ture" be formed to determine 
the A l A ' s potential role of assistance in 
this area. A great sense of urgency accom
panied the committee's discussions about 
computers. No one was wi l l ing to spend 
two years studying the issue, rather PMC 
felt that it needed to identi fy a method 
for sharing information rapidly and at a 
minimal cost. A micro computer news
letter was suggested as one way for 
members to diseminate informat ion. 

The second resolution recommended 
that a day-long seminar on "Long Range 
Strategic Planning" be offered at the 
November PMC meeting to be held in 
Savannah, Georgia. 

The th i rd resolution suggested that a 
half-day seminar on " H o w to Find and 
Keep good employees" be presented at 
the Savannah meeting, and that the A IA 
Cont inuing Education Committee prepare 
seminars on personnel practices and 
employee development. 

It appeared that by the end of the 
meeting that resolutions two and three 
would be combined by the PMC steering 
committee. 

The final resolution recommended 
that the current task force or suitable fees 
be funded for additional study and devel
opment. An educational seminar on 
"Project Organization, scheduling and 
control was presented during the morning 
of the second day. 
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Mark 
iYour 
Calendar 

JUNE 
1-4 

21 
JULY 

26-31 

AUG 

5-8 
18 
21 

AIA National Convention, Cincin
nati, Ohio. 

Fontenelle Forest Nature Walk, 
Omaha, Neb. 

AIA/ACSA Teacher's Seminar in 
Cranbrook, Mich. 

A IA Family Picnic 

Third Annual Summer Institute on 
Energy Design: ASCA/DOB spon
sored, Cambridge, Mass. 

Omaha Chapter NSA walking tour 
of neighborhoods. Omaha, Neb. 

Community Development Society 
Annual Meeting, Areata, Calif. 

Beginning of 1980-81 academic 
year at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. 

Nebraska Society of Architects 
Executive Committee meeting. 

SEPT 
18 
25-27 
NOV 

20 
DEC 

Nebraska Society of Architects 
annual business meeting. 

Central States A IA Regional Con
vention. Tulsa, Okla. 

Nebraska Society of Architects, 
A IA Honor Awards Program. 

Nebraska Society of Architects 
Executive Committee meeting. 

AIA holiday party. 
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By Keith Dubas 
The Nebraska Celebration of Architec

ture was held in November as a time to 
honor those involved wi th creation of a 
better bui l t environment. Events during 
the celebration included the designation 
of Architecture Week by Governor 
Thone, a visit by Ehrman Mitchel l , F A I A , 
president of the American Institute of 
Archi tects, special television showings of 
f i lms on architecture, displays on archi
tecture in downtown storefronts and the 
annual pig roast put on by the students of 
the U N L College of Architecture. The 
highlight of the period of celebration was 
the awarding of the Nebraska Society of 
Archi tects Honor Awards at a ceremony 
which took place at the Nebraska Bank of 
Commerce Center in Lincoln before more 
than 125 architects and friends. 

The five projects honored were 
selected by jury from 33 submitted 
entries. The jury of architects, all from 
Philadelphia, was chaired by George 
Quails of Geddes, Quails, Brecher and 
Cunningham and included Charles Dagit 
of Dagit-Saylor and Fred Foote of 
Mitchel-Giurgola Associates. Quails intro
duced the winning projects by honoring 
the "crucial role of the client in develop
ing outstanding architecture" and by 
further stating that " the buildings we 
honor tonight are the clients' buildings, 
(they are) the three dimensional testi
mony to the faith and patience which the 
clients possess." 

The honor awards were then presented 
w i t h the fo l lowing commentary from the 
jury : 

These are their per curiam comments: 

AIA 
Honor Awards 
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Courtesy: Tom Findley. 

Housing Cluster 
Treehouse Associat ion, w i t h A rch i 

tects Gary Bowen, Scot t F ind ley, T o m 
Findley, Jack Savage and Gary Tasich. 
For Treehouse Townhouses in Omaha. 

This small cluster of indiv idual houses 
gathered around a br ick paved cou r t ya rd 
is distinguished by a pleasing consistency 
of t reatment w i thou t the loss of architec
tural var iat ion. The presence of a pre
viously existing home and the careful 
retent ion of a number of mature trees 
gives the development an added richness. 
This project was also awarded the 
Masonry Award for the character of the 
central cour t . 
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Photo: Joel Strasser 

Savings and Loan Bank 
Davis, Fenton, Stange, Dar l ing. For 

State Federal Savings Branch, L inco ln . 
This free-standing structure sits grace

fu l ly in a thought fu l ly designed landscape 
wh ich admits yet controls the auto
mobi le . The bui ld ing is part icular ly suc
cessful in the handling of its interior 
spaces. The view in to a contained court
yard , the sensitive placement of skyl ights, 
and the cont inuous inter ior transom line 
all cont r ibu te to a sense of cohesion that 
makes the inside a logical counterpar t to 
the exter ior . 
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Photo: Joel Strasser 

Family Room and Pool 
Bahr, Vermeer and Haecker o f Omaha 

and L incoln. For private residence addi
t ion , Sioux City. 

An early modern house is the site f o r 
this addi t ion of a fam i l y r o o m , terrace, 
and swimming pool . Th is a w a r d was given 
for the care and restraint w i t h w h i c h the 
new has been merged w i t h the o l d . 
A l though the existing h o m e is b u i l t o f 
masonry, the wood c lad ex tens ion f i ts 
comfor tab ly in scale, t e x t u r e , and co lo r . 
The new room which inco rpo ra tes v iews 
of the pool and a ca re fu l l y p o s i t i o n e d 
piece of sculpture seems t o be an at t rac
tive setting for leisure t ime ac t iv i t ies . 
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Photo: Joel Strasser 

Regiona l Shopping Center 
As t l e Ericson and Associates, Midlands 

Mal l in down town Counci l Bluf fs. 
Th is large shopping mall containing 

threo department stores is characterized 
by in te r io r plazas connected by skyl i t 
gal leries. The jury was impressed by the 
v i t a l i t y and cont ro l w i th which this 
massive complex has been handled. Too 
o f t e n , such developments j ump f rom 
m o n o l i t h i c blandness to chaotic variety. 
Here , these forces appear to have been 
b r o u g h t in to plazas which announce the 
gal lery skyl ight system. 
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Courtesy: Robert Find ley & Associates 

Two Duplexes 
Robert Findley and Associates of 

L incoln. For Pleskac Duplex in L inco ln . 
The jury was impressed by the richness 

of scale and texture that has been 
achieved in such a small under tak ing . The 
uses of double height spaces, sloped 
roofs, and trellises w i t h i n a l im i ted 
palette of materials and a restr ict ive 
budget has produced a pleasant l iv ing 
environment. 
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Commentary 
"There is great scope for architecture 

in America if architects express them
selves in the language of their times..." 

Sir Banister Fletcher 

Expression in the language of the 
times is a reasonable def ini t ion one might 
attach to the term "contemporary archi
tec tu re . " Contemporary architecture has 
been the quest of architects and edu
cators fo r the last 100 years. 

Over that period of t ime, architects 
and educators have experienced both 
successes and failures in understanding, 
translating, and engaging in the language 
of our times. Perhaps understandably so, 
when one recognizes the dynamics and 
complexit ies of the contemporary Amer i 
can social, economic and pol i t ical 
systems. As long as the architectural 
p ro fess ion embraces the translation 
through design of contemporary cul tural 
and social values then the profession itself 
w i l l constantly be subjected to change. It 
w i l l gain a dynamics f rom the surround
ing society. 

Where are we in architectural educa
t ion today in relation to knowing " the 
language of our t imes?" If excellence is 
our quest, and relevance to contemporary 
society is our goal, then we must have a 
clear understanding of the issues and the 
probable outcomes. 

Are architects and planners needed? 
Where are the people who wil l translate 
society's functional needs and cul tural 
values into accommodating physical 
form? Who wi l l facil itate the debate 
about aspirations and organizational 
resource issues for society? Who wi l l 
attend to the quality of life issues for the 
benefi t of the individual in the environ
mental context? 

The entrepreneur/developer may meet 
t h e economic demands of certain 
markets, but who wi l l cause the solution 
to the housing problems of the minor
ities, the poor, and the disadvantaged? 
The local government may address the 
public transportation issues, but who wil l 
work for a sensitive and eff icient total 
urban environment? The sociologist and 
the "urbanologis t " may want to abolish 
discr iminat ion, but who wi l l provide the 
plans to achieve those goals and objec
tives? Who wil l dare to envision the 
future in all its complexit ies, its inter
relationships and its consequences? 

An article in a recent issue of the 
Chronicle of Higher Education reported 
that architecture schools have come of 
age. If that is true it is so because the 
professions of architecture and planning 
have also matured. A cycle of history has 
been completed; we are paused at the 
edge of a new era. We have journied 
through the early contemporary design 
gamut of the post-industrial revolution. 
Beaux-arts, Bauhaus, modernist, indus
trial ized systems, post-modernist, man-
environment systems - all movements of 
design thought and theory of the past 
100 years. 

A n d yet the architecture and planning 
environment is languishing. We seem to 
have paused during the seventies to repair 
our wounds of the sixties - social values 
are more tolerant and humanistic, but 
still w i t hou t clear purpose. Science and 
technology have begrudgingly encom
passed certain of the environmentalists' 
principles; the energy supply and demand 
issue is unclear and uncertain, national 
and international economic systems are 
tenuously bobbing up and down without 
consistent growth or decline. The politi
cal environment is moving to a more 
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conservative philosophy. 
In the professional practice of archi

tecture and planning the trend toward a 
diversification of services seems to have 
subsided, the national demand for the 
construction of new inventories of bui ld
ings is low, an emphasis on re-use, 
remodeling and restoration has emerged, 
the general economic ou t look is weak to 
moderately strong for the near fu ture. 
The design professions (especially archi
tecture) continue to demonstrate an un
warranted infer ior i ty complex — an 
emphasis has grown in recent years on 
international practice, a realization is 
dawning that the rate of change and 
increased public concern for qual i ty 
demands continuous education for the 
professional. More and more societal 
responsibility is given to the professional 
who can translate and evaluate issues 
f rom the eco system context down to an 
individual's operative alternatives. Ar t i cu
lation of the profession by def in i t ion of 
specialities is under discussion at the 
national level. 

E d u c a t i o n a l l y , curricular changes 
made in the late sixties have been in 
effect long enough for evaluation. The 
forces impinging on the professions are 
now suggesting new patterns and educa
t ional experience; the tradi t ional college 
age population is decl ining, new concerns 
for post-professional educational pro
grams are developing f r om mid-career 
professionals, extended age-limits for 
retirees, early exit ing young professionals 
and mounting public pressure for evi
dence of re-certif iabil i ty of practicing 
professionals, and l imitat ions on econom
ic and physical mobi l i ty are inf luencing 
new demands for non-tradi t ional and 
off-campus modes of instruct ion. 

In the midwest region; issues of en

vironment, energy, and water resources 
are being debated. Land-use planning is 
being discussed and cursed, not so much 
as a mechanism for urban development as 
for the benefit and protect ion of the rural 
land-use patterns. Agri-business and agri
culture are gaining international recog
nit ion as essential industries w i th oppor
tuni ty for future economic impact upon 
the region. The attent ion and concern for 
the quality of life and " c o m m u n i t y " as a 
way of life is far advanced over most 
sections of the count ry ; many sections of 
the region are experiencing in-migration 
growth of rural communit ies, whi le most 
of the midwestern urban areas continue 
to show modest growth, or are at least 
stable in populat ion. 

A t the local level, Lincoln has accom
plished much in the development of a 
quality environment and services for its 
citizens - the active part ic ipat ion of the 
communi ty of professionals and of the 
university is welcome and has been 
sought out - the local economy has 
remained relatively strong dur ing times of 
national duress — good relations exist 
wi th in and between the college, the uni
versity communi ty , representatives of 
city and state government and the profes
sional communi ty . The university struc
ture provides access to segments of urban 
and rural environments — the university 
has (however t imidly) embraced a philo
sophical position supporting structured 
program/resource planning and the en
couragement of selected program excel
lence in the face of declining financial 
support. 

We f ind ourselves in the midst of a 
t ime and an environment which at both 
the macro and the micro levels seems to 
require leadership, for clar i ty of purpose, 
for definitive processes and for strength 

of convic t ion. We f i nd the surrounding 
c o n d i t i o n s supportive of organized 
act ivi ty which can col lect ively analyze, 
evaluate, choose and plan fo r purposeful 
courses of act ion. The quest for excel
lence — excellence of an env i ronment 
that wi l l maximize the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
individual fu l f i l lmen t - excellence of 
programs and experiences wh ich wi l l in
still in students the at t i tudes toward 
change, growth and learning, and creativ
ity which w i l l in turn shape the society — 
in appropriate and t imely at the Univer
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

The e f fo r t must exceed the pace of 
progress of society. 

W. Cecil Steward, Dean 
College of Arch i tec ture U N L 

A great many changes, challenges and 
opportuni t ies have been faced by the 
architectural profession since the day of 
1857 when 13 men met in the New Y o r k 
off ices of architect R ichard Up john to 
f o rm the organization n o w k n o w n as the 
American Inst i tute of Arch i tec ts . 

Then, as now, the purposes of the A I A 
are " t o organize and un i te in fe l lowship 
the members of the archi tectura l profes
sion of the Uni ted States o f Amer i ca ; to 
promote the esthetic, sc ient i f ic and prac
tical eff ic iency of the profess ion; to 
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advance the science and art of planning 
and bui ld ing by advancing the standards 
of architectural educat ion, training and 
pract ice; to coordinate the bui lding indus
t ry and the profession of architecture to 
ensure the advancement of the living 
standards of people through their im
proved envi ronment, and to make the 
profession of ever-increasing service to 
soc ie ty . " 

These purposes are cont inual ly evalu
ated t o determine the most effective and 
relevant methods of providing services to 
the architectural profession and to 
society. 

Current ly a number of issues are 
e f fec t ing the A I A and its purposes. Some 
of these issues are: 

1. Registration and licensing 
2. Membership and Dues 
3. Government Af fa i rs 
4. Design 
5. Energy 
6. Public Relations 

Arch i tec t registration and licensing has 
come under serious questioning in several 
states such as California and Wisconsin. 
Nebraska's registration law wi l l come 
under similar scrut iny in 1982 when 
Sunset Legislation focuses on our law. We 
must start now in order to al low ample 
t ime for the thorough evaluation of the 
present law and for signif icant input f rom 
the profession. In addi t ion to this evalu
a t ion and input , we must promote the 
registrat ion phi losophy among our state 
legislators or we might f ind ourselves in a 
vulnerable posi t ion when this issue comes 
t o the legislative f loor . 

In order to start this process, I have 
requested A r t Johnson to chair a task 
fo rce to evaluate our present law and to 
map out a plan to involve members 
interested in this issue. 

The number of members in the 
Nebraska Society of Architects (NSA) 
over the last several years has remained 
relatively static. This, coupled w i th in
creased costs has resulted in an effective 
decline in the quanti ty of services, which 
the available capital can support. This 
year, the executive committee was forced 
once again, to reduce the budget to avoid 
using the reserve funds set aside for 
emergencies. 

This trend wil l continue unless we 
develop new and innovative methods of 
generating revenue to carry on the ser
vices of NSA. Several methods suggested 
include the organization of a bookstore 
(i.e. St. Louis and Minnesota Chapters), 
provide for a state convention, produce 
more seminars and conferences, and 
vigorously promote new membership. A l l 
of these methods would produce revenue 
w i thou t a membership due increase. 

The potential impact of new legisla
t ion and legal decisions concerning archi
tecture is staggering. Everything f rom a 
new state building code and energy legis
lat ion to the very ethics of the profession 
are being proposed and/or challenged. 

We, as architects, cannot and must not 
ignore the tremendous opportunit ies we 
have to participate in the legislative 
process. Without this part icipation and 
involvement, a further erosion of our 
sphere of influence and expertise is inevit
able. 

Bill Fenton is leading a Government 
Af fa i rs Task Force which continual ly 
moni tors new proposed legislation at the 
State level that could affect architects 
and the services they provide. He needs 
the help of all of us, so don' t hesitate to 
alert h im to anything you feel is pertinent 
to this issue. 

The continued improvement of the 

bui l t environment through good design is| 
the essence of the service architects pro
vide to society. We must not relinquishi 
our responsibility and wi thho ld our ex
pertise in these matters. We must con
t inue to be involved in and be heard on 
all issues affecting this environment. We 
must be knowledgeable about the issues 
affect ing energy usage and conservation 
in our environment and practice it every 
day. We must be aware of the economies' 
and needs of our clients and society. 

The sensitivity to and concern for 
good design that meets and exceeds the 
needs of our clients and society is the 
best possible public relations for archi
tects and the architecture profession. 

As your president, I dedicate my 
energies to do all I can to assure a strong, 
viable organization and one which has 
society's respect. This respect cannot be 
regained and maintained w i thou t all of us 
work ing in concert w i th continued vigi
lance and innovative ideas. 

Let's make this decade one which we 
can look back upon w i th pride and 
satisfaction. We can meet the challenges 
together. 

Lynn L. Jones, A I A 
President 
Nebraska Society of Architects 
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Nebraska Communrty Improvement Awards 
By Mele Konyea 
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In keeping w i t h its purpose of 
encouraging Nebraska communit ies and 
neighborhoods to improve the qual i ty of 
life enjoyed by their cit izens, 170 com
munit ies and neighborhoods have agreed 
to upgrade their standard of l iving by 
part ic ipat ing in the 1980 Nebraska Com
mun i t y Improvement Program. 

Over the past 17 years, the NCIP has 
been work ing to encourage commun i ty 
involvement activities by assisting and 
recognizing communit ies and neighbor
hoods for their achievements. 

In the early sixties, the NCIP first 
grew out of discussions between Emile 
Christiansen, then U N L Archi tecture fac
u l ty member, Dr. O t t o G. Hoiberg, the 
Department of Economic Development 
and Northern Natural Gas Company. 
F r o m a handful of small communi t ies in 
1963, the NCIP has grown to include 
nearly 200 entrants f r om Nebraska com
munit ies and neighborhoods. Original ly, 
the cities of Lincoln and Omaha were not 
el igible to participate becasue of thier 
overwhelming size and access to re
sources. In 1972, however, Omaha and 
L inco ln neighborhood groups were in
v i ted to enter the program and thus, the 
neighborhood component of NCIP was 
born. 

The NCIP, nat ional ly recognized as 
one of the best programs of its k ind , is 
j o in t l y administered by the Communi ty 
Resource and Research Center of the 
College of Archi tecture at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln, and the Commu 
n i ty Af fa i rs Division of the Nebraska 
Depar tment of Economic Development. 
Th i r teen gas and telephone companies 
sponsor the program and provide operat
ing funds for awards, judging and pub
l i c i t y , in addit ion to serving in an 
advisory capacity to the program. 

In making services and talents avail
able to those communit ies and neighbor
hood groups wi th in the program, staff 
f r o m the university and state offices 
provide assistance to leaders in areas 
ranging f rom informat ion on a specific 
pro ject to the organization of a total 
c o m m u n i t y development model. Such a 
model requires that the communi ty or 
ne ighborhood itself be the prime mover 
toward desired improvements and that 
the university and state play a subordi
nate but supportive role. A t the begin
n ing of the program year each commu 
n i t y and neighborhood is encouraged to 
examine its problems and needs, set 
goals for the year ahead, undertake 
projects to meet needs and involve c i t i 

zens throughout the process. Every pro
ject, however, is locally init iated and 
locally controlled. 

Signing up for the NCIP costs the 
communi ty or neighborhood organiza
t ion nothing, and is done through the 
submission of a simple application. 
U p o n enter ing, communi ty leaders 
receive publications and newsletters out
l ining program ideas and resource infor
mat ion. Once a communi ty or neighbor
hood is enrolled, it begins to compi le, in 
the f o r m of a scrapbook or final report, 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n of its improvement 
ef for ts according to needs analysis, 
involvement and awareness and project 
accomplishment. In the fal l , judges are 
invited from other states to review the 
f inal reports and scrapbooks to deter
mine the finalists for the awards. In the 
criteria used by the judges, emphasis is 
placed more on goals setting, needs 
assessment, citizen involvement, and 
awareness than on actual accomplish
ments. Much of the NCIP's effectiveness 
rests on the fact that it stresses coordi
nat ion of the improvement work of all 
organizations in the town or neighbor
hood. 

Program entrants are categorized ac
cording to population except for Omaha 
and Lincoln neighborhoods which com
prise a single category. Af ter three inten
sive days of reviewing project books and 
visit ing finalist communit ies, the judges 
select the award winning towns and 
neighborhoods for the $450, $300 and 
$200 cash prizes. In addit ion, the Special 
Awards Program allows communit ies and 
neighborhoods to compete in such areas 
as economic development, human services 
anri environment and energy. A new 
category called "Communi ty Develop
ment Process" has been added to encour 
age entrants to document their goal-set
t ing, citizen involvement and awareness 
activities. 

Under a new humanities category for 
the O t to G. Hoiberg Awards, commu
nities and neighborhoods wil l be able to 
receive awards for activities in humanities 
projects such as oral histories, photo 
exhibi ts, f i lm discussions on a l iterary or 
historical theme, festivals celebrating 
ethnic heritage or educational programs 
focusing on local culture. The NCIP was 
awarded a grant f rom the Nebraska Com
mittee on the Humanities to al low 
humanists w i th skills in art, l i terature, or 
history to assist communit ies and neigh-
l)orhoods wi th their projects. 

Progress made during 1979 by 

Nebraska communit ies and neighbor] 
hoods to improve the qual i ty of life o1 
their citizens was recognized on Octobei 
26, 1979, as communi ty leaders fror 
across the state gathered in Lincoln foi 
the 16th annual NCIP Recognition Day. 

Approx imate ly 800 persons attendei 
the day's events which began at 9 a.m. 
w i t h a display of scrapbooks and neigh
borhood final reports. A luncheon witi 
Gov. Charles Thone and Dean Cecill 
Steward of the College of Architecture a1 
U N L , featured the keynote speech o1 
Paul Comer, Director of Iowa's Commu
ni ty Betterment Program. The evenini 
Recognit ion Banquet at Pershing Munic
ipal Aud i to r ium ended the day on a high 
note as the 1979 NCIP award winners 
were announced by Gov. Thone. 

In addit ion to recognizing achieve
ment. Recognition Day is intended to 
help communi ty leaders learn from each 
other. Morning and afternoon workshops, 
moderated by recognized business and 
commun i ty leaders in such areas as main 
street revitalization and park planning, 
al lowed NCIP participants an opportunity] 
to exchange ideas and make contacts. 

Evaluations f rom communi ty leaders 
in the program have been positive. Most 
maintain they participate in NCIP not 
just for the recognition but for the 
oppor tun i ty to document and reflect on 
their improvement activities. Nebraskans, 
in general, are very proud of their towns, 
villages, cities, and neighborhoods and are 
anxious to have the opportuni ty to show 
them of f to visitors, whether they are 
tourists, casual travellers, or program 
judges. The NCIP provides incentives and 
a focal point for the expression of com
muni ty pride. 

32 



(Advertising Space Available) 



U n i v e r s i t y o f ^ •Fb rnska - ' 
College o f A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Office o f the Dean 
Lincoln, m 68588 

i n c o l t i 


