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Columbus, Indiana, USA 

by John Suk Jun Burke 
Graduate of U.C. Berkeley, MIT, and Harvard 

Currently teaching at LSU 

Soren Faartoft 
Graduate of the Advanced College of Engineering 

and Royal Academy of Fine Art in Copenhagen, Denmark 
Practicing architecture in Indiana 

Few peop le , o the r t h a n a r c h i t e c t s , 
have ever hea rd of C o l u m b u s , Ind iana . 
Even fev^er k n o w w h e r e it is, f o r 
C o l u m b u s is a smal l t o w n in S o u t h e r n 
Ind iana, w i t h 3 2 , 0 0 0 c i t i z e n s l iv ing in 
its 1 2.7 s q u a r e miles. A f i rs t e n c o u n t e r 
w i th t he c i ty migh t l ead o n e to be l i eve 
tha t it is s i m p l y an a v e r a g e M i d w e s 
te rn town . 

A l t h o u g h C o l u m b u s has i ts s h a r e of 
g l i t t e r ing s igns, c o o k i e - c u t t e r t rac t 
homes, and d i s o r g a n i z e d t o w n p lan 
n ing, it has for t h ree d e c a d e s b e c o m e 
an o u t d o o r m u s e u m of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
des ign . The list of a r c h i t e c t s w h o have 
c r e a t e d bu i l d i ngs in t h i s s m a l l f a r m 
a n d indus t r ia l c o m m u n i t y r e a d s l ike a 
" W h o ' s W h o " of the d e s i g n p r o f e s s i o n : 
El iel and Eero Saa r i nen ; I.M. Pei ; G u n -
nar B i rke t ts ; R o c h e a n d D i n k e l o o ; 
Cesar Pel l i ; S O M ; C R S ; t h e A r c h i t e c t s 
Co l labora t i ve ; Har ry W e e s e ; V e n t u r i 
a n d Rauch ; Hardy, H o l z m a n a n d Pfeif-
fer; M i t che l l -G iu rgo la ; R i c h a r d K'-'^'er; 
J o h n J o h n a n s e n . The l ist g o e s on . 

The s to ry of the c i ty 's t r a n s f o r m a t i o 
b e g i n s w i t h t h e h is to ry of s o m e of i ts 
mos t p r o m i n e n t c i t i zens , t h e I rw in 
family. In t h e 1820s , J o s e p h I rw in w a s 
a s to rekeeper . F o l l o w i n g t he Civ i l War, 
he f o u n d e d t he I rw in Bank , t h r o u g h 
w h i c h h is son, Wi l l iam, a c c u m u l a t e d a 
fami ly f o r t u n e in C o l u m b u s . D u r i n g 
W o r l d War I, the f am i l y chau f f eu r , 
C less ie Cummins , t i n k e r e d w i t h d i e s e l 
e n g i n e s in t h e I rwin fam i l y ' s g a r a g e . 
Wi l l i am I rw in e n c o u r a g e d a n d 

Dimensions Apri l , 1 9 8 5 

f i n a n c e d the e x p e r i m e n t s , w h i c h led to 
t he C u m m i n s E n g i n e C o m p a n y , 
C o l u m b u s ' la rgest i ndus t r y . Th is f i rm 
now e m p l o y s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 , 0 0 0 
pe rsons a n d pays a b o u t o n e - f o u r t h of 
the c i ty 's taxes. 

The p resen t board c h a i r m a n of C u m 
mins is I rwin Mil ler, t h e g r a n d s o n of 
J o s e p h I rwin 's daugh te r . M i l l e r is a 
g r a d u a t e of Ya le a n d O x f o r d Univer 
si t ies. He has been a s u p p o r t e r of 
labor and civ i l r igh ts c a u s e s . H e has 
se rved o n va r ious p r e s i d e n t i a l c o m 
miss ions. He l a b e l s h i m s e l f a l ibera l on 
soc ia l po l i c ies and a c o n s e r v a t i v e on 
f inance, c o m m e n t i n g t ha t a f r e e 
soc ie ty d e p e n d s on t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e / 
l iberal d ia logue . 

The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of C o l u m b u s 
s ta r ted in t h e late 1 9 3 0 s u n d e r t h e 
in i t ia t ion of t he I rwin fami ly . In 1 9 4 1 , 
t hey o b t a i n e d t he l a te F i n n i s h 
a rch i tec t El ie l S a a r i n e n t o d e s i g n t h e 
Tabe rnac le Chu rch of Chr is t , n o w 
ca l l ed t he First C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h . 
Saa r inen d e s i g n e d t h e c h u r c h in an 
ear ly M o d e r n i s t d i c t u m . 

Wor l d War II b r o u g h t a m u c h -
n e e d e d e c o n o m i c b o o m t o C o l u m b u s . 
Subsequen t l y , t he p o p u l a t i o n g r e w 
th ree - fo ld in t h ree d e c a d e s , a n d t h e 
c o m m u n i t y n e e d e d n e w s c h o o l s , c i v i c 
bu i ld ings , a n d h o u s i n g . C i t y o f f i c i a l s 
c o n s i d e r e d a c o m p e t e n t s c h o o l sys
t e m necessa ry to a t t r ac t y o u n g pro
f ess iona l f am i l i es f r o m t h e East C o a s t 
and Ch icago . 
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First Baptist Church, Harry Weese, 1965. 
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North Christian Church, Eero Saarinen, 1964. 

Ac t i ng t h r o u g h t h e C u m m i n s Foun 
da t ion , I rwin M i l l e r p r o p o s e d to t h e 
c i ty that he u n d e r w r i t e t he a r ch i t ec 
tu ra l f ees for c iv ic bu i l d ings . At tha t 
t ime, M i l l e r a s k e d P ie t ro B a l u s k i ( d e a n 
at M.I.T.), D o u g H a s k e l l ( e d i t o r of 
A r ch i t ec tu ra l Forum) , a n d Ee ro 
S a a r i n e n (one of M i l l e r ' s f o r m e r 
c l a s s m a t e s at Yale) to f o r m u l a t e an 
a r ch i t ec tu ra l p r o g r a m to a t t rac t f i rst-
ra te A m e r i c a n a r c h i t e c t s t o 
C o l u m b u s . 

M i l l e r s t a t e d t ha t a be t t e r - bu i l t 
m i l ieu has a pos i t i ve i n f l uence , b o t h 
psycho log i ca l l y a n d phys ica l l y , on i ts 
o c c u p a n t s . He f o u n d it s h o c k i n g h o w 
most s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s t e n d e d t o 
d e h u m a n i z e t he p e o p l e w h o use 
t hem. He a r g u e d t ha t s c h o o l s o u g h t to 
be exc i t i ng p l a c e s to p r o v i d e 
e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s . T h e s c h o o l 
b o a r d c o n c e d e d t ha t w h i l e t h e q u a l i t y 
of a s c h o o l s y s t e m is p r imar i l y de te r 
m ined by its t e a c h e r s a n d c u r r i c u l u m , 
t he phys ica l s u r r o u n d i n g s a f f e c t 
e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t . S c h o o l 
boa rd m e m b e r s n o t e d t ha t b e t t e r 
bu i l d i ngs m igh t a t t rac t b e t t e r 
t e a c h e r s w h o w o u l d , in t u rn , p r o v i d e 
be t te r mo t i va t i on fo r s t u d e n t s . 

U n d e r t he n e w p r o g r a m , t h e s c h o o l 
boa rd a g r e e d to c h o o s e o n e a r c h i t e c t 

Dimensions Apr i l , 1 9 8 5 

f r om a l ist of six d rawn up by a c o m m i t 
t ee of na t i ona l l y -p rom inen t a r c h i t e c t s . 
Mi l le r a n d t he C u m m i n s F o u n d a t i o n 
w e r e to be absen t f r o m the s e l e c t i o n 
p rocedu re . The a r c h i t e c t c h o s e n 
w o u l d rece ive to ta l c o n t r o l ove r e v e n 
the de ta i l s of p r o g r a m m i n g a n d s i t e 
p lann ing , i nc l ud ing f u t u r e a d d i t i o n s . 
The p rocess w o u l d a l l ow 12 m o n t h s 
fo r p r o g r a m m i n g , d e s i g n i n g , a n d w o r k 
ing d rawings . No a r c h i t e c t c o u l d be 
s e l e c t e d for more t h a n o n e b u i l d i n g ; 
th is w a s to p rov ide a d i v e r s i t y o f 
a r ch i t ec tu ra l f o rms in t h e c i ty . M i l l e r 
says tha t th is s e l e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e w a s 
a d a p t e d f rom the S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t ' s 
p rog ram for bu i l d i ng U n i t e d S t a t e s 
embass ies . 

The se lec t i on c o m m i t t e e w i s h e d to 
ob ta i n young , en thus i as t i c a r c h i t e c t s 
at c rea t i ve p e r i o d s in t he i r c a r e e r s . 
C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s s o u g h t a r c h i 
t e c t s w i l l i ng t o m a k e n e w s t a t e m e n t s 
abou t wha t schoo l s s h o u l d be. 

M i l l e r a lso s t a t ed in t h e p l a n t h a t t h e 
c i t i zens s h o u l d not re jec t a b u i l d i n g 
b e c a u s e of i ts a p p e a r a n c e ; c i t i z e n s 
c o u l d p rope r l y re jec t a p r o p o s e d 
s c h o o l b e c a u s e it w a s t o o e x p e n s i v e 
or b e c a u s e it was no t f u n c t i o n a l , bu t 
not s imp ly b e c a u s e it w o u l d no t l o o k 
l ike o t h e r schoo ls . ( In c o n t r a d i c t i o n of 

t h e p o p u l a r be l i e f t ha t w e l l - d e s i g n e d 
b u i l d i n g s m u s t be e x p e n s i v e , t h e 
s c h o o l o f f i c e r s h a v e r e p o r t e d 
c h e a p e r , eas i e r c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 
m a i n t e n a n c e fo r t h e i r n e w s c h o o l s 
t h a n f o r o l d e r s c h o o l s s u r r o u n d i n g 
t h e city.) 

W h e n C u m m i n s bu i l t a n e w p l a n t f i v e 
m i l e s a w a y f r o m t h e t o w n , t h e c o m 
p a n y r e q u e s t e d tha t t h e c i t y l i m i t s b e 
e x t e n d e d to t h e n e w p l a n t s o t h a t t h e 
p lan t ' s t axes w o u l d g o t o C o l u m b u s . 

A l l t o l d , t h e C u m m i n s F o u n d a t i o n 
has d o n a t e d $ 6 m i l l i o n f o r p u b l i c p r o 
j e c t s a n d $ 2 . 7 m i l l i o n t o p a y 
a r c h i t e c t ' s f e e s in C o l u m b u s . C u m 
m i n s Eng ine , w i t h s a l e s of $ 4 0 0 m i l l i o n 
annua l l y , is o n e of t h e f e w A m e r i c a n 
c o r p o r a t i o n s tha t p u t s t h e m a x i m u m 
a l l o w a b l e f i ve p e r c e n t o f p r e - t a x p r o 
f i t s i n to c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . It 
a l so s u p p o r t s c h a r i t a b l e p r o j e c t s i n 
o t h e r c i t ies , s u c h as A t l a n t a , C h i c a g o , 
De t ro i t , a n d L o s A n g e l e s . 

W h i l e t he C u m m i n s F o u n d a t i o n ' s 
p h i l a n t h r o p y is e v i d e n t , q u e s t i o n s 
r e m a i n a b o u t c e r t a i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i ssues . Is t h i s p a t r o n a g e s y s t e m t h e 
fa i res t w a y t o a t t r a c t t h e m o s t -
c o m p e t e n t a r c h i t e c t s ? D o e s it p r o 
d u c e t h e b e s t a r c h i t e c t u r e ? H a s it 
f a c i l i t a t e d d e v e l o p m e n t of a u n i q u e , 



Columbus- Occupational Health Association, Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer, 1973. 

1 
First Christian Church, Eliel Saarinen, 1942. 
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Mt. Healthy Elei dv Holzman Pfeiffer, 1972. 
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New City Hall. SOM. 1982. 

Par Three Clubhouse, Bruce Adams, 1972. 

J] 

Lincoln Center, Harry IVeese, 7958. 
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c o h e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r e in C o l u m b u s ? 
A n d , p e r h a p s m o s t impo r tan t l y , has 
t h i s s y s t e m y i e l d e d b u i l d i n g s t ha t t r u l y 
b e n e f i t t he c i t i z e n s of C o l u m b u s ? 

M a n y I n d i a n a a r c h i t e c t s r e s e n t 
w h a t t hey b e l i e v e is e x c l u s i o n f r o m 
C o l u m b u s p r o j e c t s . S o m e e v e n c o n 
t e n d tha t t h e e n t i r e s t a te n o w s u f f e r s 
f r o m t h e " C o l u m b u s s y n d r o m e " , in 
w h i c h b ig n a m e s a n d i m p o r t e d 
a r c h i t e c t s a re c o n s i d e r e d b e t t e r t h a n 
I nd iana a r c h i t e c t s . The c o n s e n s u s in 
C o l u m b u s , howeve r , is tha t a r ch i t ec 
tu ra l c o n s u m e r s a re no t p r e d i s o s e d t o 
c h o o s e an ou t -o f - s t a te a r c h i t e c t 
ra the r t h a n a loca l one . 

A lso, to a i d t h e loca l e c o n o m y , t h e 
C u m m i n s F o u n d a t i o n l o o k s fo r 
a r c h i t e c t s w h o are w i l l i ng to worf< w i t h 
loca l c o n t r a c t o r s , us ing t h e la tes t 
m a t e r i a l s a n d t e c h n i q u e s . A s fo r cos t , 
a l t h o u g h t h e p a t r o n a g e s y s t e m is l ess 
e x p e n s i v e fo r c l i en ts , a d e s i g n c o m 
p e t i t i o n is o p e n t o a w i d e r va r i e t y of 
i deo log ies , w i t h t he c o n c o m i t a n t 
poss ib i l i t y of m o r e c rea t i ve , i n e x p e n 
s ive s o l u t i o n s t o d e s i g n requ i re 
men ts . 

Bu t M i l l e r s t a t e s tha t he is no t a t t rac 
t e d by t h e t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l a s p e c t s in 
v i sua l i m a g e r y a n d a l l us ion . H e a f f i r m s 
t ha t he is i n c l i n e d t o a s s o c i a t e w i t h 
a r c h i t e c t s w h o c r i t i ca l l y d i s s e c t a n d 
e x a m i n e p r o g r a m s a n d f u n c t i o n a l 
r e q u i r e m e n t s , l e a d i n g to l og i ca l c o n 
c l u s i o n s a b o u t b u i l d i n g d e s i g n s . M i l l e r 
is l ike ly to s e e k a n a r c h i t e c t w h o c a n 
be c o m m i t t e d to a p r o j e c t f r o m its 
b e g i n n i n g s t a g e s to i ts last de ta i l s . 

Yet, d e s i g n by a p r o m i n e n t a r c h i t e c t 
wi l l no t i nvar iab ly e n s u r e a q u a l i t y 
bu i l d i ng . E x a m i n i n g s u c c e s s f u l c i t i e s 
in t he U.S., e a c h r e g i o n has 
e s t a b l i s h e d i ts o w n s t r o n g c h a r a c 
te r i s t i cs : B o s t o n , Ph i l ade lph i a , N e w 
Yo rK C h i c a g o , a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o 
have w e l l - a r t i c u l a t e d r e g i o n a l a rch i 
t e c t u r a l v o c a b u l a r i e s . S o m e of t h e 
b u i l d i n g s in C o l u m b u s fa i l to r e s p o n d 
in a c o h e r e n t r eg iona l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
l a n g u a g e . A f e w a r c h i t e c t s have 
d e p o s i t e d i n c o n g r u o u s e g o t i s t i c a l 
m o n u m e n t s in t h e t o w n . Ha rdy , Ho lz-



m a n , P fe i f f e r a n d a s s o c i a t e s ' C o l u m 
b u s O c c u p a t i o n a l H e a l t h A s s o c i a t i o n 
b e a r s t he t r a d e m a r k of t h e i r ear l y 
1 9 7 0 s a r c h i t e c t u r e , w h i c h t h e y 
s t a m p e d o u t r e g a r d l e s s of l o c a t i o n a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s . S o u t h s i d e J u n i o r H i g h 
S c h o o l , a f o r t r e s s - l i k e b u i l d i n g by El io t 
N o y e s . has a q u e s t i o n a b l e s i t e p lan . 

In s o m e cases , i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x 
t u a l i s s u e s w e r e i ns i gn i f i can t in 
d e s i g n s . T h e N e w C o m m o n , d e s i g n e d 
by C e s a r Pel l i , r e s e m b l e s a c o l o s s a l 
g l a s s w h a l e s i t t i n g b e s i d e t he two-
s t o r y V i c t o r i a n b u i l d i n g s tha t l ine 
C o l u m b u s ' m a i n s t ree t . Its s c a l e is 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e d e n s i 
ty , h e i g h t , a n d v o l u m e of t he e x i s t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s . C o l u m b u s Eas t S e n i o r H i g h 
S c h o o l , e x e c u t e d by M i t c h e l l -
G i u r g o l a , is r e m i n i s c e n t of an a u t o 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g p lan t , w h i c h is unsu i t 
a b l e f o r a p l ace t o e n g a g e in e x c i t i n g 
e d u c a t i o n a l e n d e a v o r s . Bu i l t in a la te 
m o d e r n i s t i d iom, c l a d in a r epe t i t i ve 
m e t a l l i c e n v e l o p e , t h e b u i l d i n g is dif
f i c u l t t o p e n e t r a t e , a n d r e c i p r o c i t y be
t w e e n t he b u i l d i n g a n d t h e im
m e d i a t e l y - a d j o i n i n g s i te is m in ima l . 

R o b e r t Ven tu r i ' s F i re S t a t i o n No. 4 is 
o v e r l y e s o t e r i c f o r l a ype rsons . I n d e e d , 
o n l y t h o s e w h o have b e e n e x p o s e d to 
V e n t u r i ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l m a n i f e s t o , 
" C o m p l e x i t y a n d C o n t r a d i t i o n , " can 
e x p e c t t o u n d e r s t a n d th i s b u i l d i n g . 
M a n y c i t i z e n s r e g a r d it as b a n a l a n d 
b o r i n g . V e n t u r i ' s a c a d e m i c a n d pro
f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a re we l l -
r e s p e c t e d in e l i t i s t a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c i r c l e s , b u t w h e n h is t h e o r e t i c a l c o n 
c l u s i o n s a re t r a n s f o r m e d in to rea l 
e x e m p l a r s , mos t p e o p l e have d i f f i cu l t y 
g r a s p i n g t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l g y m n a s t i c s 
of h i s h i d d e n d e d u c t i o n s , a n d f o r t h e m . 
F i r e S t a t i o n No. 4 r e m a i n s an un in 
t e l l i g i b l e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s o l i l o q u y on a 
l o n e l y s u b u r b a n road . 
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Fire Station No. 4, Venturi& Rauch, 1967. 

I 

Sculpture: Chaos I, Jean Tinguely, 1974. 

difty dpek Elementary School Richard Meier. 1982 
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Columbus East Senior High School. Mitchell-Giurgola, 1972. 

The Common, Cesar Pelli - Gruen Associates 1973. 

Mabel McDowell Elementary School, John Carl Warnecke, 1960. 
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H a s t h e C o l u m b u s p r o g r a m b e e n 
s u c c e s s f u l ? It may be t o o s o o n t o te l l . 
A n y c i t y is a m o s a i c of o r g a n i z e d a n d 
d i s o r g a n i z e d p a t t e r n s , a n d t h e 
e x p e r i e n c e of a r c h i t e c t u r a l p a t r o n a g e 
has b e e n in e x i s t e n c e in C o l u m b u s f o r 
l e s s t h a n t h r e e d e c a d e s . T h i s is a m o d 
es t p e r i o d f o r j u d g i n g t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t in a 
l a rge r u r b a n c o n t e x t . Bu t , C o l u m b u s 
has u n d e r t a k e n a p r a g m a t i c a n d 
s t i m u l a t i n g u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t p r o 
cess , w h i l e m a n y U.S. c i t i e s h a v e f a i l e d 
to t a k e r e s p o n s i b l e , c o n s i s t e n t a c t i o n 
in g u i d i n g a n d g u a r d i n g t h e i r a r c h i t e c 
tu ra l qua l i ty . C o l u m b u s is a p a r a d i g m 
of w h a t c i t i z e n s c a n d o t o s h a p e t h e i r 
urban env i ronmen t C o l u m b u s r e s i d e n t s 
have i m p r o v e d t h e i r c i t y s c a p e s , 
s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l sys 
t e m , a n d h e i g h t e n e d t h e i r a r c h i t e c 
tu ra l a w a r e n e s s . T h e p r e s e n c e o f 
v i s i to rs - 4 0 , 0 0 0 a y e a r c o m e t o 
o b s e r v e t he n e w b u i l d i n g s - p r o v i d e s 
a d d e d r e v e n u e fo r c i t y c o i f f e r s , e n 
h a n c e s c iv ic c o n c e r n a b o u t m a i n t a i n 
i n g a p r e s e n t a b l e c i ty, a n d , m o s t o f a l l , 
i n c r e a s e s c o m m u n i t y c o h e s i v e n e s s in 
e x e c u t i n g p ro j ec t s . 

In h is a d d r e s s fo r t h e d e d i c a t i o n o f 
O t t e r C r e e k C l u b h o u s e , I r w i n M i l l e r 
s t a t e d , " W e w o u l d l i ke t o s e e t h e c o m 
m u n i t y c o m e t o be, n o t t h e c h e a p e s t 
c o m m u n i t y in A m e r i c a , b u t t h e v e r y 
bes t c o m m u n i t y of i ts s i z e in t h e c o u n 
try. A n d w e a re h a p p y t o p a y o u r s h a r e , 
w h e t h e r in w o r k or in t a x e s o r i n g i f t s 
l i ke t h i s one . " M i l l e r e n d e a v o r s t o 
a r t i c u l a t e a n d e v e n t o d e f i n e t h e f i n e 
art of a r c h i t e c t u r e . T h i s is r e m a r k a b l e 
in a n a g e w h e n a r c h i t e c t s a r e c i r c u m 
v e n t e d a n d c i r c u m s c r i b e d b y r e a l 
e s t a t e s p e c u l a t o r s , i n s t i t u t i o n a l f o r m 
make rs , r epe t i t i ve e n g i n e e r i n g a t 
t i t u d e s , or p r o f e s s i o n a l i n a b i l i t y t o 
c r e a t e r e s p o n s i v e b u i l d i n g s . 
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Full view of exterior at an angle 

Fronf of the SCAJOO/. 
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Omaha's Central High School Renovation 

Side view of exterior. 
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By Pam Swisher 
Photos by Bob Frazer 

W h e n w o r k i n g w i t h a n h i s t o r i c 
l a n d m a r K a r c h i t e c t s m u s t e x h i b i t an 
a w a r e n e s s t o t h e b u i l d i n g ' s t r a d i t i o n , 
i ts v i sua l i m a g e a n d t h e p u b l i c s e n t i 
m e n t s u r r o u n d i n g it. A l t h o u g h t h e r e 
w e r e m a n y c r u c i a l i s s u e s t o c o n s i d e r 
w i t h t h e O m a h a C e n t r a l H i g h S c h o o l 
r e n o v a t i o n p ro jec t , f o r e m o s t in 
d e s i g n e r s m i n d s w a s h o w t o r e p l a c e 
t h e p l u m b i n g , e l e c t r i c a l a n d H V A C 
s y s t e m s , l o w e r c l a s s r o o m c e i l i n g s , 
r e p l a c e t h e o u t d a t e d e x t e r i o r w i n 
d o w s a n d a l i gn t h e s c h o o l w i t h c u r r e n t 
f i re c o d e s w i t h o u t d e s t r o y i n g o r c o m 
p r o m i s i n g t h e d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c 
tu re . 

C e n t r a l , d a t i n g b a c k t o 1 8 5 9 , w a s 
t h e f i rs t h i g h s c h o o l in N e b r a s k a . T h e 
s c h o o l is s i t u a t e d o n C a p i t o l H i l l , so -
n a m e d b e c a u s e it h a d o r i g i n a l l y b e e n 
t h e s i t e of N e b r a s k a ' s s e c o n d 
t e r r i t o r i a l C a p i t o l B u i l d i n g . T h e ex is t 
i ng b u i l d i n g , w h i c h h u m s t o d a y w i t h 
t h e h u s t l e a n d bus t l e of 1 ,800 t e e n a g e 
s t u d e n t s , w a s c o n s t r u c t e d a w i n g at a 
t i m e f r o m 1 9 0 0 un t i l t h e t i m e o f i t s 
c o m p l e t i o n in 1 9 1 2 . P r o m i n e n t t u r n -
o f - t h e - c e n t u r y a r c h i t e c t J o h n L a t e n -
ser d e s i g n e d t h e b u i l d i n g ; it w a s 
e r e c t e d at a c o s t o f $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e 
s ty le , w h i c h w a s f r e q u e n t l y u s e d f o r 
s t a t e l y c a p i t o l b u i l d i n g s , is a n e x a m p l e 
of t h e S e c o n d R e n a i s s a n c e Rev i va l . 
C e n t r a l H i g h ' s e n l i s t m e n t o n t h e 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c B u i l d i n g s 
a r o u s e d p u b l i c i n t e r e s t in m a j o r res
t o r a t i o n of t h i s p r o m i n e n t O m a h a 
l a n d m a r k 

T h e m o s t r e c e n t r e n o v a t i o n p r o j e c t 
w a s d e s i g n e d by D a n a L a r s o n R o u b a l 
a n d A s s o c i a t e s ( D L R A ) of O m a h a . T h e 
p r o j e c t w a s b o t h a i m e d a t i m p r o v i n g 
t h e b u i l d i n g ' s e d u c a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n s 
a n d p r o t e c t i n g t h e v a l u a b l e h i s t o r i c a l 
l a n d m a r k S p a n n i n g f i v e y e a r s a n d $ 7 
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Exterior view facing Joslyn and skyline. 

Classroom 
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Classroom 

mil l ion, p ro jec t d e s i g n e r s pa id par
t icu lar ly c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s c h o o l ' s 
sens i t i ve l andmark s ta tus . F r o m t h e 
ou tse t , t h e h igh s c h o o l w a s de te r 
m i n e d t o be in n e e d of u p d a t i n g i ts 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g phys i ca l c o n d i t i o n s in 
o rde r to m e e t the n e e d s of t h e c u r r e n t 
e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m a n d an inc reas 
ing en ro l lmen t . D L R A u t i l i z e d t h e i r 
na t iona l l y r e c o g n i z e d E d u c a t i o n a l 
Fac i l i t ies C o n s u l t a n t s R e s o u r c e T e a m 
to d e v e l o p a c u r r i c u l u m - b a s e d 
e d u c a t i o n a l Mas te r P lan of u t i l i za t i on 
a l te rna t i ves . The p lan i n c l u d e d e i gh t 
ma jo r bu i l d ing p h a s e s a n d s p a n n e d 
near ly f ive years. T h r o u g h c o n s t r u c 
t ion t i m e a n d c o s t m a n a g e m e n t 
t e c h n i q u e s t he p r o j e c t ' s a c t u a l c o s t 
w a s $ 1 mi l l i on less t h a n t h e o r i g i n a l $ 8 
mi l l i on t ha t t he s c h o o l b o a r d h a d 
b u d g e t e d f o r 

Pr ior to the r e n o v a t i o n , C e n t r a l ' s 
in te r io r c o u r t y a r d w a s o p e n to t he air 
a n d c o u l d on ly be u s e d w h e n t h e 
w e a t h e r pe rm i t t ed . T h e c o u r t y a r d rep 
r e s e n t e d near ly 1 2 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t of 
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w a s t e d s p a c e as w e l l as an i m m e n s e 
ene rgy loss. Mer le R a m b o , P ro jec t 
M a n a g e r for Cen t ra l ' s r e n o v a t i o n , 
so lved th is p rob lem by e n c l o s i n g t h e 
c o u r t y a r d w i t h an i n n o v a t i v e s t r u c t u r e 
of g lass c le res to ry t r a n s l u c e n t roof. 
The roof cons i s t s o f t w o t r a n s l u c e n t 
f i be rg lass s h e e t s w i t h i n s u l a t i o n be
tween . It a l l ows s u n l i g h t to f i l t e r 
t h r o u g h wh i l e k e e p i n g hea t f r o m 
e s c a p i n g d u r i n g c o l d N e b r a s k a w i n 
ters. In fact , at the t i m e th i s a r t i c le w a s 
w r i t t en t he w i n d ch i l l i ndex w a s 5 0 
d e g r e e s be low zero a n d t h e c o u r t y a r d 
m a i n t a i n e d a c o m f o r t a b l e 6 5 d e g r e e s 
Fahrenhe i t . D e v e l o p i n g t h e c o u r t y a r d 
for y e a r - r o u n d use no t on l y e n h a n c e d 
the f u n c t i o n a l a t t r i b u t e s of C e n t r a l , 
but a l so s e r v e d as a p r i m e c o n t r i b u t o r 
to pass ive ga ins a n d e n v e l o p e loss 
con t ro l t echn iques . Th is f e a t u r e has 
a l l o w e d e n g i n e e r s t o r e d u c e b u i l d i n g 
heat d e m a n d s by 4 0 pe rcen t . For 
a e s t h e t i c appea l , b r i g h t l y c o l o r e d b a n 
ners a d o r n the c o u r t y a r d a n d a d d con 
t rast to t he b rown in te r i o r b r i ck of t he 

ear ly 1 9 0 0 s . 
The p r o j e c t s c o p e e n c o m p a s s e d 

m o r e t h a n 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t ; t h e 
l a rges t r e n o v a t i o n p r o j e c t in N e 
b r a s k a s c h o o l h i s to r y . C l a s s r o o m s 
a n d o f f i ces w e r e c a r p e t e d ; o r i g i n a l 
w o o d w o r k w a s r e f i n i s h e d , h a r d w o o d 
c o r r i d o r f l oo rs w e r e s a n d e d a n d 
sea led . W i t h t h e i n n o v a t i v e u s e of 
l o w e r e d ce i l i ngs , i n e f f i c i e n t o l d w i n 
d o w s w e r e r e p l a c e d w i t h o u t m a r r i n g 
t he s u r r o u n d i n g o r i g i n a l w o o d w o r k . 
C l a s s r o o m s w e r e r e d e s i g n e d t o s e r v e 
e v e r - c h a n g i n g c u r r i c u l u m d e m a n d s , 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s w e r e r e l o c a t e d , 
a n d e d u c a t i o n a l e q u i p m e n t w a s 
r e p l a c e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e f a c i l i t y t o 
e x p a n d e d u c a t i o n a l c a p a b i l i t i e s . 
T h r o u g h t he s u b t l e u s e of g r a p h i c s . 
C e n t r a l ' s ha l ls a n d c a f e t e r i a b o a s t t h e 
s c h o o l ' s m a s c o t a n d c o l o r s . N e w res t -
r o o m t o w e r s s e r v i n g f o u r s t o r i e s w e r e 
c r e a t e d f r o m c o r n e r s o f t h e c o u r t y a r d , 
w h i c h h a d u p t o r e n o v a t i o n t i m e b e e n 
w a s t e d space . The t h i r d c o r n e r o f t h e 
c o u r t y a r d n o w s e r v e s a s t h e a t t e n -
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dance office, thus e l im ina t ing the 
school 's di lemma of long l ines in 
administrat ive off ices. The Cent ra l 
High bookstore occup ies the remain
ing fourth corner. 

Si tuated in downtown Omaha, Cen
tral's campus is su r rounded by Jos lyn 
Art Museum, a co l lege campus, 
residential property and an of f ice park. 
Through communi ty coord ina ted 
efforts, DLRA's designers were ab le to 
integrate school park ing faci l i t ies, a 
synthet ic turf athlet ic pract ice f ield 
and an asphalt track into this d iverse 
urban scene. These fea tures are used 
by students, ne ighborhood joggers 
and off ice workers tak ing a break f rom 
their workday. 

Anthony LaGreca, Cent ra l 's Assis
tant Principal is proud of the refurb ish
ing attent ion the school has received. 
He, of course, was c o n c e r n e d how the 
construct ion phases may af fect the 
day to day business of car ry ing out the 
educat ional process. As cons t ruc t ion 
phases progressed LaGreca com
mented on how des igners and con
struct ion workers c o o p e r a t e d to 
minimize inconvenience to s tuden ts 
and faculty. "This was a massive pro
ject. Designers p lanned every phase 
so that not a day of schoo l was 
missed," LaGreca said. 

Al though administ rat ion, des igne rs 
as wel l as members of the c o m m u n i t y 
agreed that Omaha's f irst schoo l was 
in need of updat ing, the c o n s e n s u s 
was unanimous that ma in ta in ing 
original architecture was near the top 
of the list of priorit ies. LaGreca fea red 
that the new arch i tec ture might dis
tract or upstage the or ig ina l des ign ; a 
design which incorporates fea tu res 
such as scrol lwork, mosa ic t i le, 
hardwood f loors and a r c h e d w i n d o w s . 
Rambo assured LaGreca that arch i 
tects would be sensi t ive t o t he o r ig ina l 
architecture and that phys ica l alter
at ions would be m in im ized w h e r e v e r 
possible. LaGreca, f i nd ing Rambo 's 
promise to be sound, said, " I t w a s 
important to us that the r e m o d e l j ob 
maintain tradit ion, DLRA d id that . " 
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THE CRYSTAL CAN WAIT. 

• 1 

MUSIC CAN'T. 
THE BANG&0LUFSEN300< 
MUSIC SYSTEM FROM 
THE SOUND ENVIRONMENT. 

WIk'ii you'iv re-.uK to have the world ol 
iiuisic al your fiii^erli|)S, you re anuK for the 
lit'osN'sleiiV" m) music sv^leui from hang ik 
OlufseiV'. Its perfect blend of chissic sty ling 
and effort it%s 
IX'rfomiance 
fully meet 
the higi i 
expectations 

set by discrimiiialiiig listener around the world. 
An integrated system comprising the 

lieomjister'*" 3iXH) receiver, lieocoixl® 2()(X) cassette 
recoRler and 
Ikognim'"-' .̂ ()()() 
Umgentiai-ami (or 
optional im) 
railial-ann) tiinitahle. 
the Ik'osyi^tem .̂ (M)0 
in\ ites one-touch 
openition of any of its many functions thmugli the 

near magic of its l>audink circuitry or througli its 
wirel(\s remote control. It is never necessary to 
touch more than one C()ntn)l to listen to a radio 

stiition or to pla\ a tiqx' or record, 'ilie 
three comi^oiieiiLs, linkeil elc>ctroiiially 

l)ehave as a single instniment. 
And with the Master Link 

from Bang & Olufsen. you 
can bring the sound 

of the 3(KK) system 
to anv riMim in your home. 

Music shduklii t wait. ,\nd it need not. 
Audition the Beosystem 3tHK) music system tcxkiy 
at 'Ilie vSound 

Environn Ml Bang&Oliifeen 
of Denmark 

RegencN Fashion (<ourt 
Omaha* 

(^^ THE SOUND ENUIROniYIENT 2710 South 7()th Street 
Lincoln • 485-4S11 



A Look at the Use of 
Historic Precedent in Contemporary Design 

By Robert Duncan 

The following article is the basis of a 
paper given by Professor Robert Dun
can at the 1 984 Annual West Central 
Regional Meeting of the Association 
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture 
held at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. The theme of the con
ference was "Inquiry Through Design." 

Those submitting work under the 
category "Historic Precedent as a 
Means of Successful Inquiry" were 
challenged by the fol lowing state
ment: 

"A major philosophic di lemma faces 
the architects; after generat ions of 
borrowing conceptual ideas from a 
variety of sources, clear-cut but 
divisive options are becoming 
obvious. Not only is there a basic ques
tion of the application or misapplica
tion of precedent, but more specifi
cally of its source domestic or 
foreign. While neo-classic trends with 
foreign precedent prevail in print, 
there is an opposing concern for 
American precedents derived from 
homestyle innovation and invention. 
The focus is, therefore, 'what should 
the basis for an American design pre
cedent be?'" 

T H E IMPACT O F 
C H A R L E S R E N N I E MACKINTOSH 
ON DESIGN IN G L A S G O W 

Charles Rennie Mackintosh and his 
colleagues who formed the nucleus of 
the "Glasgow Style" represented a 
design precedent based upon mutual 
interests and tastes in the decorative 
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THE SCOTTISH 
MUSICAL REVIEW 
PUBLI5MEDS t^€ I"£h/WnTh 

PRICE TWO PENCE 

arts in Glasgow during the years of 
1890-1 920. Mackintosh was network
ing in a vacuum with just a few select 
friends, but in a city wh ich nur tured an 
abundance of creative ta lent at all 
levels of artistic activity. It appears tha t 
the Glasgow Style was never a move
ment with a tight ideological frame
work and those who were involved 
came from a wide variety of back
grounds and interests. What most of 
the individuals had in c o m m o n was 
some form of training or contact wi th 
the Glasgow School of Art, and more 
specifically some contac t w i th Mr. 
Francis Henry Newberry, the director 
of the school. Under the leadership of 
Mr. Newberry, s tudents were en
couraged to exper iment in their work 
and to look beyond the l imits of the 
school and to observe the work being 
produced in England and Europe. ' 

In the early 1890s, the most signif i
cant Glasgow designs were produced 
by Mackintosh, Herbert MacNai r and 
the two Macdonald sisters, Margaret 
and Frances, who became known as 
"The Four^'. Along wi th James Salmon, 
Talwin Morris, Jessie Newberry, and 
George Walton, this g roup shared a 
vocabulary of styl ized, organical ly 
inspired motifs for their designs. They 
particularly seemed to choose var ious 
forms of roses, foliage, but ter f l ies and 

Scottish Musical Review Poster C. 1896. 
Reproduced by courtesy of the Hunterian 
Art Gallery University of Glasgow Mac/c/n-
tosh Collection by the Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh Society. 
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Below: Drawing by Charles Rennie Mackin
tosh. Reproduction. 

Right: Leaded glass panel designed by 
Machintosh for the Turin Exhibition 1902. Both 
courtesy of the Charles Rennie t^ackintosh 
Society 

18 Dimensions April, 1985 



slender human forms, usually female, 
for their work These particular motifs 
became associated as the Glasgow 
Style and eventually were employed 
by a large and talented group of 
craftspeople working in Glasgow.^ 

By the 1920s, the novelty of the 
Glasgow Style and its use of Celtic 
imagery and traditional Scottish forms 
had reached its peak and was on the 
decline. The recession which fol lowed 
WWI and the renewed emphasis upon 
traditional values made the public 
increasingly wary of new-fangled 
design ideas At the same time, the 
designers and craftsworkers of this 
era were less will ing to embark on the 
designs and experimentations that 
were popular in earlier years and 
seemed to have become more 

introverted into their work. Finally, 
many of the key figures who had been 
the dynamic force behind the Glasgow 
Style in the 1890s had either moved, 
turnedtof ineart , orhaddied. Thus, the 
largecircle of Glasgow artists who had 
been associated with the Glasgow 
Style diminished such that it no longer 
became fashionable to practice in the 
Glasgow Style. In time, the products of 
the Glasgow designers were more or 
less in the same style and character as 
those of other art schools in 
England.^ 

Seventy-Five Years Later 
Contrasting this unique group of 

architects, craftspeople and appl ied 
artists, is the worK some 75 years 
later, of Scottish architects G.R.M. 

Above: Charles Rennie Mackintosh Poster, 
1896. Thomas Howarth Collection. 

Left: Reproduced courtesy of the Hunterian 
Art Gallery University of Glasgow Mackin
tosh Collection, by the Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh Society. 
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Hill House, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Glasgow School of Art 

Detail of iron finial. Glasgow School of Art 

I I IM 

1 
Detail of iron finial, Glasgow School of Art. 
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Glasgow School of Art, front entry. 
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Scotland Street School, Glasgow. 

• I i 

I 1 A 
Murry Hall. Glasgow 
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Kennedy anci Partners. One of their 
latest completed projects, Murry Hall, 
on the campus of Strathclyde Univer
sity of Glasgow, abundant ly uses 
many of Mackintosh's motifs, details, 
and forms. Al though placed in a con
temporary context, the results clearly 
echo Mackintosh. The proximity of 
such a design in a city which is keenly 
and proudly aware of its native son 
provides some interest ing relation
ships with exist ing Mackintosh 
buildings and some of the current 
design professionals. Classif ied as 
pseudo-Mackintosh, this particular 
adaptation of the Glasgow Style rep
resents an approach to design which 
one could classify as designing 
without historic precedent - rather, 
one which derives its success out of 
local innovation and invention of pre
viously expressed Glasgow forma 

In an effort to understand the 
relationships that exist between 
Murry Hall and those buildings of 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh, three 
examples of Mackintosh have been 
selected to i l lustrate specific charac
teristics that appear in the design of 
Murry Hall by G.R.M. Kennedy and 
Partners. 

1. ) The Glasgow School of Art, 1897-
9 and 1907-9 by Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh. Of signif icance is 
the front entry and suspended cast 
iron lamp at the front entry. Of equal 
importance, is the use of cast iron in 
the front screen fence and the iron 
finials located on the north facade. 
These particular detai ls are several of 
the most i l lustrated objects as
sociated with the School of Art and are 
closely identif ied with the symbol of 
the building. Most photos of the build
ing usually include these items as they 
are so dist inctive and are found only in 
the work of Mackintosh. Although the 
School of Art bui lding is a Glasgow 
landmark, its detai ls and applied 
decoration areas popu la ras the build
ing itself. 

2. ) "Hi l l House", Helensburgh, 
designed for W.W. Blackie in 1902-3. 
This Scott ish Baronial design makes 
use of an engaged turret on the 
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Perspective drawing of Scotland Street School, Glasgow, 1904, pen and ink. 

Perspective drawing of Hill House, Helensburgh. Dunbartonshire. 1903. pen and ink. 
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southeast corner of the building. This 
particular turret fits cleanly in the cor
ner of the twogab leendsand provides 
vertical circulation from one section of 
the building to the children's wing. 

3.) Scotland Street School, Glasgow, 
1904. The twin staircase bays are a 
direct ackowledgement of the dual 
programs for boys and girls in the 
school and help to accent the sym
metry of the plan. They further help to 
identify the individual entry points for 
the students. Each staircase bay has 
tall slender windows which provide 
maximum illumination for the large 
amount of traffic up and down the 
stairs during classes. Each bay 
remains essentially Scottish in 
character and is crowned with the 
traditional conical slate roof. 

Murry Hall, designed by G.R.M. Ken-
nedyand Partners for the University of 
Strathclyde, Glasgow is a newly com
pleted residence hall employing 
selected forms and elements that are 
significant in the designs of C.R. Mack
intosh. In Murry Hall, the front entry is 
flanked by a turret tower simi larto that 
used at Hill House and Scotland 
Street School. Above the entry door is 
a curved iron bracket support ing a 
lamp similar in style and in the similar 
fashion as the one at the Glasgow 
School of Art. The use of cast iron 
finials which accent the vertical cir
culation and glazing are similar in their 
decorative details to those used by 
Mackintosh, their only difference in 
the placement and shape. Perhaps, 
the most noticeable similarity be
tween this design and those done by 
Mackintosh is the use of the circular 
turret tower, with emphasis on its 
glazed panels and turquoise conical 
roof. 

C.R. Mackintosh and those artists 
who became a part of the Glasgow 
Style were bonded together by a his
torical tradition rich in the stylized 
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organic motifs that were in vogue at 
the time. Their attention to detail and 
self-conscious use of avant-garde 
imagery made them popular for 
domestic and some commercial com
missions, although they never re
ceived the same acceptance as the 
Continental Art Nouveau. Many of the 
talented designers, artists, and 
craftspeople who were active in 
Glasgow at this time were associated 
with the School of Art in the years prior 
to 1920. This reflects the good stand
ing of the school as a major source of 
artistic development. Thus, these 
Glasgow designers relied on historic 
precedent as a method for obtaining 
their ideas and eventual style. Their 
results were an imaginative and skill
ful expression of the t imes and gave 
them a certain reputation and notorie
ty. They believed in their ideas and 
developed their designs to a refined 
expression that has had a lasting 
quality. 

On the other hand, Murry Hall, 
designed by G.R.M. Kennedy and 
Partners has been classif ied by some 
as a pseudo-Mackintosh building. The 
obvious use of "borrowed" Mackin
tosh elements, although reapplied in a 
contemporary situation might be 
analogus to designing without prece
dent. Some of the visual results and 
usage suggest a hometown ap
proach that is both innovative and 
theatrical. How well this particular 
design is received by crit ics will pro
bably depend on their personal 
feelings regarding Mackitosh and his 
work and their feelings regarding the 
personality of style. The quest ion is 
not one of ethics but one of approp
riateness of use. Certainly only a few 
architects can claim a particular 
design or style as their own. Perhaps 
Mackintosh comes as close as anyone 
who worked in his own unique style 
and format. To re-adapt particular 

11 
Drawing of wrought iron finial, East Gable, 
Glasgow School of Art. Courtesy of the 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society. 

parts of one building and app ly t h e m to 
a new building takes cons ide rab le 
talent and understanding. 

The determination of the approp
riateness of this par t icu lar bu i ld ing 
design is left to the ind iv idual obser
ver, but it raises in terest ing po in ts for 
consideration in des ign ing w i th his
toric precedent. 

Footnotes 
^The Glasgow Style; Published by: 

Glasgow Museums and Art Galleries and 
the Scottish Arts Council; 1 984; p. 6. 

The Glasgow Style; p. 8. 
The Glasgow Style; p. 8. 
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A I A news 

T H E A I A ' S 

C A L E N D A R O F E V E N T S 

The following is a list of The 
American Institute of Architect's 
national committee meetings, con
ferences and lectures. 

"A City," exhibit featuring a 13-piece 
environmental sculpture of a city by artist 
James Grashow. AIA Building, Washington, 
D C For more information, call Jim Ellison 
at (2021 626-7347. 

"Venturi, Rauch and Scott Brown. A 
Generation of Architecture." exhibit at the 
Octagon, Washington. D C For more infor
mat ion call Susan Stem at (202) 638-
3105 

AIA Practice Management Committee 
meeting. Denver For more information, call 
Richard Rush at (202) 626-7589 

AIA Architects in Industry Commit tee meet
ing Washington, D C For more information, 
call Beverly Sanchez at (202) 626-7434 

Rums and Revivals The Architecture of 
Devastation." exhibit document ing the 
characteristics and changing form of 
America'sslums AIA Building. Washington. 
D C For more information, call Jim Ellison 
at (202) 626-7347 

AIA Energy Committee meeting. Wash
ington DC For more information, call 
David Builen at (202) 626-7448 

Concurrent meetings of the AIA Housing 
Committee and the AIA Regional Develop
ment and Natural Resources Committee, 
on housing the homeless and environmen
tal issues affecting practice. Seattle For 
information on housing, call Ravi Waldon at 
(202) 626-7429: and on natural resources, 
call Mike Cohn at (202) 626-7366 

AIA Historic Resources Committee meet
ing on the National Park Service's Preser
vation Assistance Division. Denver. For 
more information, call Ravi Waldon at (202) 
626-7429 

Seismic Design Workshop for Architects." 
sponsored by The AIA Foundation and the 
South Carolina Chapter/AIA, Charleston, 
S C For more information, call Don Geis at 
(202) 626-7409 

AIA Committee on Architecture for Health 
meeting with the International Hospital 
Federation, San Juan. Puerto Rico For 
more information, call Mike Cohn at (202) 
626-7366 

Joint meetingof the AIA Design and the AIA 
Urban Design and Planning Committees 
on the legislation of design, San Francisco. 
For more information, call Bruce Kriviskey 
at (202) 626-7452. or Ravi Waldon at (202) 
626-7396 

AIA Architecture for Justice Commit tee 
meeting, including roundtables with 
architects and justice product manufac
turers. Washington, D C For more informa
tion, call Mike Cohn at (202) 626-7366 

AIA Architects in Government Commit tee 
meeting with conference. "Changing Per
ceptions of the Roles of Architects in 
Government, ' focusing on architects in 
leadership roles in the government, Atlan
ta. For more information, call Beverly 
Sanchez at (202) 626-7434. 

N S A Executive Committee 

The NSA Executive Commit tee for 
1985: 

President Homer L. Puderbaugh, AIA, 
Lincoln 

Vice-President Robert E. Strottman, 
AIA, Omaha 

Secretary Roger K Krhounek, AIA, 
Omaha 

Treasurer Stanley M. N/leradith, AIA, 
Lincoln 

Past President John J. Tewhill, AIA, 
Omaha 

Directors Richard J. Stacy, AIA, 
Kearney; Robert G. LeZotte, 

AIA, Lincoln 
Ex-Officio Member W. Cecil Steward. 

FAIA, Lincoln 
Student Representat ive Kent 

Davidson 
Omaha Chapter President Ivan K. 

Vrtiska, AIA 
Lincoln Chapter President Wynn E. 

Mehlhaff. AIA 
Western Chapter President Jack D. 

Wilkins, AIA, Kearney 

This Commit tee meets monthly. The 
fol lowing dates have been estab
l ished for 1985: February 16; March 
2 1 ; April 25; May 24; June 20; July 18; 
August 13; September 7; October 3; 
November 14; December (unplanned 
as of this date). 

National A I A Committee Members 
Regional Director, John R. Birge, 

A.I.A., has advised that the fol lowing 
members are on National Commit tees 
for 1985: 

Joe Berchenko, AIA, Lincoln -
Architects in Government 
Committee 

Gary Bowen, AIA, Omaha - Design 
Committee 

Richard Engler, AIA, Omaha -
Architecture for Just ice Com
mittee 

Ted A. ErtI, AIA, Lincoln - Historic 
Resources Committee 

George Haecker, AIA, Omaha - His
toric Resources Commit tee 

Arthur D. Johnson, FAIA. O m a h a - Pro
fessional Development 

Ceroid D. Klein, AIA, Omaha - Design 
Committee 

Donald H. Korff, AIA, Omaha -
Architecture for Heal th Com
mittee 

Thomas Laging, AIA, L incoln - Urban 
Des igns Planning Commi t tee 

Willis Regier, AIA, Omaha - Archi tects 
in Government Commi t tee 

Herman Schmidt, AIA, Omaha - Pro
fessional Development Com
mittee 

W. Cecil Steward, FAIA, L incoln - Pro
fessional Development Com
mittee 

Robert E. Strottman, AIA, Omaha -
Architecture for Just ice Com
mittee 

John J. Tewhill, AIA, Omaha -
Housing Commit tee 

Golden J. Zenon, Jr., AIA, Omaha -
Architecture for Educat ion 
Commit tee 

Lincoln Chapter, A I A Announces Goals 
In developing the Lincoln Chapter 

goals for the coming year three areas 
of emphasis were identified. The first 
goal involves the architect intern 
development program, emphasizing 
its importance for students and new 
architects. On April 8, the Lincoln 
chapter hosted a major presentat ion 
by National AIA personnel outl ining 
the format for developing a well bal
anced professional sponsorship pro
gram. Benefits of such a program will 
not only be realized by the new 
architect working toward professional 
registration, but to the community of 
architectural firms as well. This type of 
program is gaining popularity on a 
national level and may eventually be a 
requirement for professional registra
tion in all states 
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The second major goal for this year 
is to help educate both the general 
public as to what an archi tect can do 
and to aid the professional communi ty 
in developing a better understanding 
of the needs of the public. The g roup 
plans to involve the public in several 
meet ings of mutual interest dur ing 
the year. 

The third major goal is to cont inue to 
expand the membership of the 
American Institute of Architects. Lin
coln now enjoys an extremely act ive 
professional communi ty in the 
organization and the group wou ld l ike 
to cont inue to expand. The organiza
t ion provides many educat ional pro
grams and materials on a myriad of 
topics to its membership and is act ive 
in the development and enhancement 
of architectural practice. 
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A I A news 

AIA's 1985 National Convention 
Tom Wolfe, social critic, journalist 

and author of the best sellers From 
Bauhaus to Our House and The Right 
Stuff, wil l present his provocative 
views on archi tecture dur ing the 
keynote address at The American 
Inst i tute of Architects 1985 National 
Convent ion, June 9-12, San 
Francisco. 

The convent ion will also feature 
"Value Archi tecture" evening lectures 
by inf luential archi tects Allen Green-
berg of New Haven, Conn.; Michael 
Graves, FAIA, of Princeton. N.J., and 
Robert A.M. Stern, FAIA, of New York 
city. Panel discussions on "Vaue 
Archi tecture" will include syndicated 
urban columnist Neal Peirce and such 
award-winning archi tectsas Benjamin 
Thompson, FAIA, Cambridge, Mass.; 
Stanley Tigerman, FAIA, Chicago; 
John Burgee, FAIA, New York City; 
Charles W. Moore, FAIA, Los Angeles, 
and Charles M. Davis, AIA, San 
Francisco. 

Wolfe's pulbic lecture on June 9 will 
kick off a five-part explorat ion of 
"Value Architecture," investigating the 
interests of cl ients, archi tects and 
the public. 

S P E C I A L P R O G R A M S 
ON D E S I G N 

The newest design techniques for 
creat ing quality facil i t ies for the elder
ly, energy-eff icient "smart" new 
buildings, space-eff icient interiors 
and award-winning projects that 
generate profits will be examined. 

The convent ion's four professional 
interest programs, covering design for 
aging, research and design, interior 
des ign and the 1985 AIA design 
awards, will complement a wide range 
of professional development semi
nars, small-group consultat ions and 
theme programs aimed at improving 
archi tectural practice. 

The special needs of the fastest-
growing segment of America's popula
t ion will be addressed in a com
prehensive workshop, "Des ign for 
Aging." Participants will review infor
mation sources and design guidel ines 
available for all environments - from 
independent living communi t ies to 
health, recreational, cultural and 
extended-nursing-care facil it ies. 

Highl ights of the AlA's "Research & 
Design 85" conference held this 
March in Los Angeles will be pre
sented in an in-depth workshop that 
wil l emphasize appl icat ion of new 
design t o o l s - especially c o m p u t e r s -
to energy-conscious design, life 
safety and codes, building redesign, 
des ign of special ized facil i t ies and 
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environmental needs. 
Interior design's value as a project-

enhancing service to clients will be 
examined in the "Designing Value 
Interiors" workshop. Participants will 
discuss how interior design has 
emerged as one of the fastest-growing 
areas of the design profession and 
how it can become one of the most 
profitable services of architecture 
firms. 

The final design program will feature 
a series of panel discussions of AIA 
Honor Award-winning projects - from 
perspectives of both the architect and 
the client. The panel discussion will 
focus on how quality design adds 
"value" - monetary and otherwise - to 
an architectural project. 

PRODUCT EXHIBITS 
More than 500 exhibits showing the 

latest innovations in architectural pro
ducts and technology will be on dis
play during the convention in San 
Francisco's Moscone Center. 
June 9-12, in San Francisco's Mos
cone Center. 

"This isthe largest exhibit in AIA his
t o r y - by a long shot," commented con
vention chairman Joseph Monticciolo, 
FAIA, Woodbury. N Y 

Products and services on display 
will range from Danish sinks and 
faucetry to undercarpet f iber-optic 
cable, from transoms to tramways, 
from skylights to stand-alone turnkey 
systems with architectural software. 

Eight categories of products and 
services will be exhibited: 

• Computer-assisted design and 
management - hardware, software 
and integrated systems for graphic 
and firm-management applications; 

• Energy conservation and special 
systems - products and technologies 
for energy-conscious design, plus 
special equipment and systems for 
mechanical and electrical appli
cations; 

• Building products and s y s t e m s -
brick, blocK glass, stone and full 
architectural systems; 

• Design, lighting and inter iors-fur
nishings, wall and floor coverings, 
i l lumination and design for both 
interior and exterior spaces; 

• Systemfurn i ture- thefu l l rangeof 
office, commercial and contract 
systems; 

• Communications and signage -
visual and electronic communications 
and tele-communications systems; 

• Organizations and publ icat ions-
U.S. and international agencies, codes 
and standards groups, professional 
and trade publications, and represen

tatives from allied fields, and 
• Professional products and ser

vices for architects in practice. 
A special feature of the AlA's Exhibit 

of New Products and Technology will 
be "A Line on Design," a display of 
innovative California design. 

To give the huge exhibit area scale, 
the Moscone Center exhibit floor will 
be divided into four "neighborhoods." 
Each will include exhibitors drawn 
from the full range of products and, 
thus, will be a complete shopping 
area. 

In minitheaters in each neighbor
hood, exhibitors will present generic-
product seminars, offering conven-
t iongoers the chance to ask questions 
and acquire detailed information on 
developments and applications most 
suited to their needs. 
P R O F E S S I O N A L DEVELOPMENT 

A range of issues vital to architec
tural practice - from compensation to 
microcomputers to client develop
men t -w i l l beexamineddur ing34 pro
fessional development programs, 42 
consultation sessions and 5 full-day 
workshops. 

Six days of intensive workshops and 
seminars (June 8-13) will cover the 
nuts-and-bolts practice and design 
skills that architects should master to 
build a successful firm, achieve client 
and public recognition, increase their] 
compensation and create "value 
architecture". These programs will be 
tailored to participants at all levels of 
experience - from senior partners to 
interns and students. 

Three dynamic seminars on com
pensation will focus on ways that 
architects can communicate effec
tively with clients, identify com
munications tools and improve 
face-to-face negotiations. 

In other workshops, participants wil 
learn techniquesto develop long-term 
clients; to plan and conduct winning 
presentations; to penetrate federal 
and foreign markets, and to better 
manage staff, consultants and 
clients. 

The working relationship of pro
fessionals on the development plan
ning team will be examined by an 
architect, a real estate consultant and 
a client in a workshop planned jointly 
by the AIA, the American Society of 
Real Estate Counselors and the 
National Association of Industrial and 
Office Parks. 

Emerging design trends for elec
tronic off ices and "smart" buildings 
will be explored in two workshops. 

Architects considering computer-
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College news 
aided design and draft ing (CAD/D) 
systems will be directed to a program 
on "Micro-CAD/D." More-advanced 
programs will demonstrate how to 
make the most of microcomputersand 
apply CAD/D to broaden archi
tectural services 

Advances in managerial productivi
ty, design presentations and working-
drawing productivity will be explored 
in workshops covering techniques 
used by successful managers, as well 
as systems drafting, design manage
ment and computerization. 

Other professional development 
programs will address: 
- a feedback process for improving 
design qyality; 
- marketing needs and strategy; 
- creativity and risk taking in 
management; 
- the architecture office as an 
educational resource; 
- barrier-free design and accessi
bility; 
- opportunities for new-client services 
in facility management; 
- conflict resolution in the construc
tion process; 
- professional liability insurance. 

In addition, the convent ion will offer 
five full-day workshops (Saturday, 
June 8) and 42 consultat ion sessions 
embracing pertinent areas of practice 
- marketing, computers, negotiations, 
project and construction manage
ment, minority and small-business 
opportunities. 

A I A Symposium to be on 
"Housing the Homeless" 

Private-sector initiatives and 
challenges for architects responding 
to problems that face America's 
estimated 250,000 to 3 million home
less people will be addressed at a 
national symposium, "Housing the 
Homeless," sponsored by The 
American Institute of Architects, May 
16-18, in Seattle. 

Organized by the AIA Housing Com
mittee, the symposium "ref lects the 
Institute's commitment to provide 
decent shelter for all Americans," said 
committee chairman John Philips, AIA, 
Allentown, Pa. It wil l be the first of two 
AIA symposia on ways to house the 
homeless; the second will be held in 
Washington, D.C., Oct. 24-26. 

The Seattle symposium will feature 
a series of workshops on how 
architects can develop design 
specialties for a range of shelters, 
including single-room-occupancy 
housing. Workshops will also cover 
hotel rehabilitation; innovative adap
tive use of factories, schools and 
warehouses, and f inancial options. 

Summer Workshop for High School Students 
The department of Architecture 

intends to conduct a workshop: "Ex
ploring a Career in Architecture" this 
summer from June 16 to June 22. This 
project is designed for high school 
students who are thinking about 
studying to become architects. It wil l 
involve seminars, design skills 
studios, field trips, and class work 
which is similar to what the freshman 
College of Architecture student 
experiences. The week long workshop 
is to culminate in the design of a build
ing project which will be carried out in 
the design studio and juried on the 
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final day of the workshop. 
Through this type of exper ience, the 

College expects the s tudent to 
become more aware of the work of the 
architectural profession and to get a 
better sense of what it wi l l be like to be 
a college student in archi tecture. 

Practicing architects who know of 
fr iends or others who may have a son 
or daughter interested in arch i tec ture 
are encouraged to tell such persons 
about the workshop. H igh School 
Counselors across the state wil l have 
details on how to apply for the 
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^FRANaSCO 

Alumni to meet 
During National 
A I A Convention 

The annual gathering of fr iends and 
a lumni of the University of Ne
braska College of Architecture is 
schedu led for Monday, June 10. This 
gather ing is held each year in conjunc
t ion with the American Institute of 
Arch i tec ts national convention. The 
1 9 8 5 gathering will be at Chic's Place, 
Pier 39, in San Francisco. 
Cockta i ls and conversation wil l be 
f rom 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with dinner 
at 7 :30 p.m. For further information, 
con tac t the Dean's Office, College of 
Archi tecture, 402 /472-3592. Plan to 
a t tend and renew former (not old) 
acquain tances as well as to make 
new ones. 
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Water and Moisture Control in Residential 
Living Spaces Resource Notebook 

"Water and Moisture Control in 
Residential Living Spaces" is the t it le 
of a resource notebook developed by 
the Cooperative Extension Service 
and the Conservation and Survey Divi
sion of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. 

The resource notebook contains 33 
references from government, educa
tion and industry sources. References 
are organized by the following pro
blem areas: condensation; f lood 
damage; foundations; new construc
tion and waterproofing; foundations; 

problems in existing houses; fungus, 
decay and insects; gutters and 
downspouts; humidity; site drainage; 
and site selection. 

Cost of the resource notebooK in a 
binder, is$15, p lus$3 for postage and 
handling. If interested in the resource 
notebooK contact: Kathy Parrott, 
Extension Housing Specialist, 205 
Home Economics BIdg., University of 
Nebraska. Lincoln, NE 68583-0802. 
(402) 472-2914. A copy of the index 
may be requested for previewing 
before ordering the notebook 

Call for Nominations: 
C A A A Distinguished Alumni Award 

The College of Architecture Alumni 
Association is soliciting nominations 
for its Distinguished Alumni Award to 
be presented at the General Mem
bership Meeting in the Fall of 1985 
The award, in the form of the CAAA Dis
t inguished Alumni Medal, will be pre
sented to one or more living alumni 
who have distinguished themselves in 
the practice of, or contr ibution to, 
architecture, planning, and/or the 
all ied design arts. 

Nominations submitted to the Selec
tion Committee should include one 
copy of the following: 

a. A concise statement of the 
outstanding achievements or con
tributions which make the nominee 

worthy of consideration for the dis
t inguished Alumni Award. 

b. Biographical information giving 
pertinent personal facts, educational 
background, major field of interest, 
positions held, major accom
plishments, professional affiliations, 
honors received, etc. 

c. Letters of recommendation from 
persons qualified to judge the 
nominee's distinction. 

Nominations should be submitted 
by July 1. 1985 to: 

Joseph Luther. D.E.D. 
Alumni Coordinator 
College of Architecture 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588-0106 
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YOUR PARTNER IN DESIGN. 

Count on Mapes Industries to come through for fast, accurate service in meeting your 
building requirements. For durable architectural panels, and for a wide range of walkways 
Mapes is your partner in design. 

Solar Deck 
Walkway Covers 

Mapes Solar Deck Walkways can add 
beauty and versatility to your design. 

Aluminum extrusion fittings assure fast, 
easy installation. Available in quarter and 
half-round models. Many sizes in stock. 

• Finishes: clear, bronze and gray acrylic 
clear, bronze anodized 
framing 

• Load Factor: 40 Ibs . /sq. foot 
• Standard Widths: 6 , 8 and 10 

Custom sizes and finishes 
also available. Call for details. 

Insulated Glazing 
and Veneer Panels 
Mapes Porcelain On Aluminum panels 
are ideal for window replacement, 
curtain wall, window wall glazing and 
veneer applications; featuring a 25 year 
guarantee against crazing, cracking, 
peeling or fading. 

• Exterior: 26 ga. aluminum with 
embossed finish 

• Standard Widths: 3 , 4 and 5 
• Standard Lengths: 6 , 8 and 10 
• Thicknesses: 5/8 to 4-1/4 
• R-Values: 3.2 to 27.79 
A wide variety of custom finishes and 
materials, including anodized and 
kynar are also available. Call for details. 

For complete specification and pricing information, call toll-free today. 

800-228-2391 
(In Nebraska call 402-466-1985) 

Dimensions April, 1 985 

Mapes Industries 
P.O. Box 80069 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 
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Firm news 

Kirkham, Michael and Associates 

Kirkham, Michael 's design of the 
$54 mill ion Rochester Water Recla
mat ion Plant recently earned a Min
nesota Consul t ing Engineers Counci l 
"Grand Award for Engineer ing 
Excellence." 

The wastewater plant was ex
panded to treat an average flow of 1 9 
mil l ion gallons per day (over 13,000 
gal lons per minute) and produce an 
eff luent which meets high standards 
for tert iary treatment. It's one of the 
few plants in the midwest to meet ter
tiary standards, said KM project 
manager Clint Weber. 

Design was accompl ished on a fast 
t rack basis in a mere 12 months, 
Weber said. The accelerated design 
process enabled the City to receive 
EPA grants for both design and con
struct ion within one fiscal year. 

Kirkham, Michael in a Joint Venture 
wi th Wallace Holland Kastler & 
Schmitz faced chal lenging engineer
ing problems posed by expansion on 
the exist ing site. The site was restric
ted on three sides. Sequencing of con
struct ion activities was required to 
maintain treatment during the con
struct ion period which also included 
demol i t ion of several exist ing treat
ment units. Protective measures had 
to be taken to guard against f looding 
of exist ing structures. Odor control 
was a vital concern because residen
tial development was closing in and a 
shopping center was planned 
nearby. 

The method of wastewater treat
ment was changed from an air-
act ivated sludge system fol lowed by 
rock media trickling filters, to a more 
eff icient, two-stage, high-purity 
oxygen-act ivated sludge system 
which incorporates a phosphorus 
removal process. 

Anaerobic sludge digest ion is pro
v ided by four fixed-cover, heated 
d igesters which are each equipped 
wi th three mechanical mixers. Follow
ing the digestion process, the sludge 
is th ickened by centr i fuges and 
hauled to agricultural land for use as a 
soi l condi t ioner and as fertilizer. Over 
1 900 tons of solids will be spread on 
the land each year. 

Operat ion of a conventional plant of 
this magnitude consumes a great 
amount of energy, but energy also is 
generated by the various unit pro
cesses. To conserve energy dollars, 
the joint venture team designed 
innovative energy reclaiming pro
cesses to utilize the heat given off by 
the d igested sludge for warming the 
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incoming sludge, and to convert diges
ter gas to electrical energy in two 400 
KW engine-generator units. 

During wet weather, 19,000 GPM 
can be processed through the plant 
whi le the remainder is stored for later 
processing. This feature el iminates 
the need to by-pass raw wastewater to 
the river during times of heavy 
rainfall. 

Harris Joins K M 
Steven Harris has joined the KM 

Denver office as Director of Design. 
He served most recently as Director 

of Design in the New York off ice of 
John Carl Warnecke and Associates 
and as Associate Professor of 
Architecture at Princeton University. 
He formerly was an Associate in the 
off ice of Michael Graves. 

Work for which he has been respon
sible has won numerous design 
awards. His design experience 
includes large-scale, mixed-use 
redevelopment projects in National 
Historic Districts in Tennessee and 
Maryland, exterior renovation of 
landmark buildings in New York and 
master plans for an artist colony and 
ranches in northern California. Other 
cl ients include AT&T and Tiffany and 
Company in New York 
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Firm news 

Dana Larson Roubal 
and Associates 

Dana Larson Roubal and Associates 
(DLRA), a national architectural and 
engineering firm headquartered in 
Omaha, hasannounced the promotion 
of Dale D. Hallockto managing partner 
iri the firm. Hallock is returning to 
Omaha from the firm's Seattle off ice 
where he was regional manager for 
the Northwestern United States. 

Hallock will assume the respon
sibility of principal in charge of 
operations for the firm's Omaha office. 
He will also function as the national 
liaison between the Omaha off ice and 
DLRA's regional off ices throughout 
the Central and Western United 
States. 

HallocK a native Nebraskan, joined 
DLRA in 1972 and became director of 
the Seattle office in 1974. While in 
Seattle, Hallock was responsible for 
bringing nearly $85 mill ion of design 
construction work to the firm. Under 
his direction, the Seattle office 
developed into one of the leading 
firms in the area. 

Hallock received a bachelor's of 
architecture degree from UNL in 
1972. He is a member of the American 
Institute of Architects, and is a 
licensed architect in Nebraska and 
Washington. 

Dana Larson Roubal and Associates 
is a full service architectural and 
engineering firm with ten offices 
nationwide. The firm, founded in 1966, 
has consistently ranked among the 
top 25 architectural/engineering 
firms, according to Building Design 
and Construction magazine. The firm 
has received 60 national and regional 
citations for outstanding design 
excellence. 
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RE^EATiON 

• Park Service Equipment • Shelters and Bridges 

A N N E T T E K U T I L E K 
OUTDOOR R E C R E A T I O N P R O D U C T S 

4535 L E A V E N W O R T H S U I T E 32 
OMAHA, N E B R A S K A 6801 6 

402-558-0287 

IRON 
MOUNTAIN 

F O R G E ^ ^ 

UNDSCAPE 
STWCniRgSINC 
MEXICO POI(6E 

• Play structures • Site Furnishings • Fitness Systems 

Villeroy & Boch. 
Anything else is a compromise. 

1 

You can live with Villeroy & B o c h ceramics for a lifetime After all, ce ramic is virtually 
indestructible. And, the colors, textures and finishes are rich and varied, making it 

one of the most beautiful materials available 
For 8 generat ions, we've led the ceramics industry in technological and d e s i g n 

innovations, to a s s u r e you not only belter tile and fixtures, but a 
more valuable home. 

< ; m D E R L n D 
B R O T H E R S C O M P A N Y 

609 N. 46th Street Omaha. Nebraska 68132 Phone (402) 553-2233 
301 S.E . 8th Des Moines. Iowa 50309 • Phone (515) 282-2826 
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CHECK 
OUR 

UMES... 

T H E Y M E A S U R E U P ! 

Stondordblue has Q complete line oP equipment and supplies for 
the architects' office of today. UUhether it's drafting tools and 
supplies, or even furniture — Standordblue has luhot i^ou need 
t o keep your office running productively. And our uuorehouse 
inventory insures uue almost olujays hove uuhot you need in stock. 
For more information and a copy of our lotest catalogue, call 
Standordblue today. 

stcndcid 
lOOn J ST • OMfiHfl, N€ 68127 • 402/592-5900 
1415 HnRN€V • OMfiHfl, N€ 68127 • 402/341-1184 
1616 P ST • LINCOLN, N€ 68508 • 402/474-2062 
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WHY DID K-MART'S GIANT 
M E T A L WAREHOUSE BURN? 

In one of the most costly structure fires ever, one of the world's largest and most modern retail distribution centers burned 
to the ground along with all of its contents. Losses to K-Mart's 1.1 million square foot metal warehouse located near Phila
delphia are expected to exceed $110 million. 

O F F I C E AND COMPUTER C E N T E R S P A R E D D E S T R U C T I O N 
B E C A U S E OF AN U N P I E R C E D W A L L OF MASONRY CONSTRUCTION 

In a little over one hour the huge metal warehouse and its contents were totally destroyed in spite of the presence of an 
operating, full coverage, automatic sprinkler system and quick response by dozens of fire trucks. Only the general offices 
and computer center survived, separated from the rest of the structure by masonry walls. 

HOW CAN MASONRY CONSTRUCTION H E L P Y O U R BUSINESS? 
Fire partitions of Masonry Construction form an important first line defense against the spread of fire. 
Substantial reductions in fire insurance premiums can be achieved with the judicious use of masonry walls. 
Business interruption and indirect fire losses are often more severe than the direct loss of buildings and contents. 
The greatest concern about the effects of fire relates to LIFE S A F E T Y . 

Responsibility for fire protection should be shared by owner, designer, and local community. For a complete report pre
senting a rationale for good fire protection design please contact the: 

NEBRASKA CONCRETE MASONRY ASSOCIATION 
1-402-330-1678 P.O. Box 71 96 Omaha, Nebraska 68107 
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neetmgthe 
Specialized Needs 
of Professional 
Designers 
ror over three decades Shepparas 
Business Interiors has become the de
signer's means to meet their pro
fessional standards. Mow, SBI has two 
showrooms and the support staff to 
accomodate your particular require 
ments. We welcome the opportunity 
to serve you from the planning stage 
to project Installation (domestic or 
foreign). Visit us today in Lincoln or 
Omaha 

lection 
• Steelcase 
• Stow Davis 
• Kimball 
• Baker 
• Artec 

WesUn-
• Vecta 

Sheppard s Business 
Interiors, Inc. 

Two Showrooms 
Omaha Uncoln 

4202 Dodge Street 201 North 8th Street 
(402) 551-7700 (402) 476-3344 


