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NEXT IvIFETIWG 
Wednesday, ' January 26; 1944 
Dinner 7 p.m. 115 East 40th Street 
Subject: Forum on Fees. 

What a re an Architect's services worth 
and on what basis should he be paid ? Is 
the old 6~~ (wM.ch this Chapter has been 
recormnendj,ng in its printed Schedule of 
Charges since January 1914) still good•• 
if we can get it-- and is it still an 
ideal to which we should cling? Or · 
should we now recommend a sliding sche
dul e based on the varying types of work 
an Architect is today called upon to 
per f orm'? 

Pour prominent members of the New 
York Chapter will pres ent their dif
ferev.t points oi' view on this moot 
questior.. at next T!Tednesday' s dinner, to 
be followed b:r a discussion in which 
any and all p1·esent are invited to take 
part. 

The clan will gather at 6:30 and din~ 
ner is ,oalled for 7 p.m. 

Res (3rvations must be made in advance. 
Telephone CA.5-o034 or CA.5-8100. 

T.AXES 
Our last issue on page 3 contained an 
·article entitled nTaxes", in which mem• 
bers were asked whether in their opinion 
the costs of planning for bona fide 
post-war projects should b e tax-exenpt 
and al so if t hey knew of any specific 
j obn for which plann ·would go ahead if' 
t a x exemption :-rnre permitted, but would 
not r; o ahead othervli se . 

The basic thought involved here is 
that post-war plo.rming is bo~.ng delayed 
by tightness of funds due to heo.vy taxa
tion~ and now that Congress is working 
out a comprehe.nsive tax b:l.11, it is up 
to us as Architects and as tax-paying 
citizens to express ours e lves. 

Ou~ request brought forth only one 
.reply! 

Your Executive Committee, loath to 

let this opportunity slip b~r, ha.s noti
fie.d the A. I,A, R.epresentative that in 
its opinion tax-exemption for post-war 
plnnn:i.ng is desirable and should have 
a definite effect on private corp6ra
tions which vrou1d not otherwise allo
cate funds to this purpose. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The following mm1es have been submitted 
for Institute membership: 

1. Serge Ivan Chermayeff 
Sponsors: Hermann R. Field 

Philip L. Goodwin 
26 Seymour R. Joseph 

Sponsors: William I~ Hoha.user 
William c. Vladeck 

3; Joseph Neufeld 
Spon~ors! Elsa Gidoni 

Simon· Bre~nes 
4. Karl vr. Rosenberg 

Sponsors: Jacob Moscowitz 
Be c.jo.min Moscowitz 

5. Harry Bernard Rutk1ns 
Sponsors: Charles Butler 

Matthcv1 W, Del Go.udio 
6. Maxfi eld Fro.nz Vogel 

Stonsors: Co.moron Clo.r·k 
... Chostor B, Price 

The followir1g nrune has been submitted 
for Associate Membership: 

l. Bro. Cujetun J.B. Baurnann, O.F~M• 
Sponsors: Leopo ld Arno..ud 

Robert J. Roiloy 

ANH IVERS ARY 
This year we celebrate tho 75th o.nni• 
v ersary of our incorporo.tion, It vm.s 
i n the your 1869 th~ t dlho l?o.pors 7rnro 
completed wh:i.ch made us o.. body politic 
n.nd corporate" under the New York State 
Act for tho "incorpora.tion of Benevolent 
Charitable, Sci entific nnd Missionary 
Societies" . The incorporo.tors wero 
Richo.rd M. Hunt, Peter B. Yight, George 
B. Post, Jn.mes Ronwick, Arthur Gilman 
and John Do.vis Ho.tch, 
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Tl;.is ~"o: ~: our. ... Anni \"c: · sc.~· y Di11.r. -:-,~· ,d 

which is- .fe-.A..;r.ays held i11. )?eb:>41mr y 1 vir::. 11 
to.kc pla.co on Thu: .. s do.yt Fobru.1ry l?th~ 
Ladies nrc: not only invited t ut ex·· 
pectcd9 A more dc~o.ile~ annom1c0ment 
will be broaden st la tor, but ploo.se 
m.a.rk Februo.r y 17th on your cnlondnr 
now., 

LEGISLATION RELATING TO THE CONSTRUC-
·TION INDUSTRY 

Congressman LQnho.m, Cho.irmnn of tho 
Houso Committee on Buildings o.nd 
Grounds, has startod a series of open 
hearings o~ tho general subject of 
post-war measur es, with tho ide~ of 
"hearing wm t everyone ha.s to so.y on 
tho subject nnd then introducing legis- . 
lation developed from those discussions." 

As this seemed a madc-to-ordor op- -
portunity for us Archit~cts to ndvanco 
som~ of our ideas, tho Executive Com• . 
mittce of tho New York Cho.pter lost no 
time in drnwing up a Momorandum cov
ering what it believes to be the currmt 
feeling of the mn.jority of our members 
with regard to tho Government's rela
tion to tho field of o.rchitocturo. 

This Momorn.ndum;e vrhich o.ppeo..rs be~ 
low,, ha.s been forwa rded to the A,, I.A. 
Rop~os ontutivc, Esto Fisher, n.s tho 
stutomont of the Executive Committoo, 
for pros0ntution ut tho nforos a. id h0a.r
ings~ 

"Tho Exocuti vo Conuni ttoo of tho 
Now York Chaptor / A ~ I._ /' •• , is strongly 
in favor of c c;rb.in pr5.nciplos which 
should form a basis of l cgislut~on 
which a.ffects tho planning professions 
and the construction industry. Con
vorso ly it is fully opposed to prac
tices · which, i!f encouraged by legis
i~tion, will bo ho.rmful to tho intoro~ts 
of tho peoplo as o. Yrholo. 

The Committee believes thc.t the 
Fcdoro.1 Government, throuc;h its variott> 
a.gone i os concerned vii tl1 planning n.nd 
construction,, ha. s importo.nt responsi-
"ui li ties to the people• These a.ro the. 
following: · 

A. Corroln.tivo Functions 
l. 'fo guthor sto.tisticc.. l do.ta 

und o..ct as clonring house and 
correln.t1.ng o.gency for infor
mo.tion. 

2. To conduct roscarch. 

B,, R 1spcnsi inli tios in Fiold.s I?.oRerved 
to tho Fouornl Govermn.ont by . Consti
tutional Provisions (i.e., Post Office , 
MilitO.ry; etco) 

1, Detorm~nntion of construction 
· noeds of tho Govcrnmant• 

2. The prcp~rution of progroms for 
projoots , . 

3 . Selection and supervision of pro • 
fessional services und tha nego
tiating o.nd lotting of contracts 
for such scrvicas. 

4, Goner~l . supervision of construe
tion progross and of project ao
oounting through the m~dium of 
supervision of professional 
services. . 

s. PrepnrQtion of plans, letting of 
contracts, supervision of con
struction for "mo.intenance" , 
and minor "altorationtt ·work. 

6. Estn.blishment of stnndnrds ·for 
tho informabon of thoso pre
paring plnns and ns n. basis of 
compnrison for &lternativc 
methods. 

c. Administration of projects of obvious 
intcrstntc, rogionn.l, or international 
scope according to the proccdUro in
dicutcd in Pnrugrnph B. above . 

D. Esto.blishmcnt through the consti tu
tionul authority grantod to it, of a 
sound long t erm cr edit system through 
which s t o.tes and subdivisions of stn.tes 
may bettor promote the public welfare 
in fi elds r eserved to them. 

E• Fostering the development of strong 
professionQl groups in loeul areas as 
well as a sense of local responsibility 
for public welf~re (without such o. 
sense of individuo.1 participation, our 
Constitut iona l system is in serious 
do.nger·") 

.The Coni.mi ttee realizes tho. t, in war 
time or during emer.gencies, temporary 
p~wers must be delegated to the Feder al 
Government which under normal condi
tions cannot be for the best interests 
of the nati on. It disapproves, however~ 
of any extension of · these powers, otha
thun as a. temporary expedient, and . 
insists upon their relinquishment as 
soon us the need for them has subsided. 
The Committee believes thnt F1ederal 
Agencies should be prohibited from 
exerc i sing the following functions & 

le Prepn.ro.tion o'f plo.ns a.nd other 
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Q.ocu.~ents for building project s 
exc ept t o the extent indicated 
under Paragro.ph B. (Govern~ont 
Agencies , n~rn1ally, are unable 
to dr uw the outst~ncing members 
of the professions , with a. 
resul t thut the bul k of vr'.:>r ks 
executed thr oue;h Pedora.l Agen
oies :i.s inferior to thnt designed 
by professionnl mon in pri~a~e 
pro.ct i ce . Boca.use of prox1.m1t y 
to the j ob und becuusc of his be• 
ing the ~uthor of the d o cur~onts , 
the private pr o.ctitioner is 
b ettor a.ble tJ handle tho res
ponsibilities of supervision 
of construction an d interpreta
t i on of drawings ~nd spocific~-
tions) . . 

2 . Provision of Fed.oro.l funds to 
p~y for projects of u scopo n~t
uro.lly limi t od to o.. Sta. to .or 

· locality within a Stti. tc, except 
in co.ses where tho national in
t ore st i s cloo.rly ooncerned. 

The Car.mi ttee further be liovcs tha.t. 
the r e should bo no incre~se of :F'cclero.l 
Agency personnel in the plaani:1g u:i-d 
co~struotion fields except ~-.s required 
for tho specific purposes ind~cated 
above and under no cirrnxmst&nce ~h;Juld 
there be a net total i ncrease . (Pl~n
ning Bureaus huvc tended to limit 
initiative und invent i on, tho result 
being detrimBntul . Lurgo burcQus ~re 
not effic.ient ;Pl' · ec on omico.l . The 
plc..nning profe,~sicns n.re a gr~at 
natural asset in local areas in many 
f 0rms of cornrituni ty welfare a nd heal th. 
Tho growth of Govcrn-mentn.l ~~g cncies 
tends seriously to break this down. ) 

.ARCIUTECTS MEET 
The Annual Meeting of the New York St~.to 
Ass ociation of .A..rchitects , held in Doo
ember at tho Architectural Longu.c , wns 

(Heretofor e mernbors huve beon paid f or 
only by the single orga.!lizo.tion of their 
choice.) 

Thre e new Vice Pr0sidents ">~rnrc elected: 
Wi 11 irun Le s co. ze ! of' this Chu pt or , Ra.l ph 
Winslow of Rensselaer and Ra;ym~nd Irorru, 
tho Pres iclent of th u Queens S:)c ioty. 

Chn.rles R, ElHe ·of Syracuse , John T. 
Br iggs of Now ior k e.:1d Mn.xwoll Cantor of' 
Brooklyn continue as Pr0ddent , Secret ary 

· and Treasurer respectively , 
The questi on of engaging an Execut ive 

Secretary, regnrding whi ch Pres i dent 
Ellis sent c>ut a qucstionnni r s l a st 
November , occupied a good par~ of the 
discussi ::n. The majority of De.legatos 
from the constituent orgunizati~ns ~c
portod unfavor ably on the :m.att<:?r of 
substn.nt :i.a ll l y :i.ncrcnsing the duos to 
provide for this udded oxpenso . Never-
theless , the co.n d:; do.te for tho rost of 
Executive Secretary appeured before the 
Delegates ~rnd submitted. his ideas on hCJf 
this. job could be h0.n dled, and sub
seque"ntly a. cornmi ttec was appo j,nt~d to 
c onsider further wo.ys tand means , To 
date no decision has been reached. 

GROWTH 
Fredericl: G. Frost, Sr . , our Membership 
\Jho.irman, r eports th:-.t during the yeo.r 
just c lOsed this Chapter to ok in 53 new 
members . Stat ist ics f or 1943 are: 

Mombership Ja.~mo.ry l 460 
Gains: New mcF.bcrs 53 
Losses: 21 

Net r.ain --~- · -~-.:> 
0 ..... ~-

Membership December 31 492 

Of our 74 members now in the .Armed b,oroos 1 
37 have asked for waivers of their due·::i ; 
·we huve ul so 19 Members EIJ.eri tus . Thus 
out of the nbove tota.l. 56 arG non- dues 
po.ying mombcrs . 

attended by · the Delegates f·rom our Cht.p.. CHAPTER FERSON'l~ 
ter ,· Messrs . Lescaze ai:-d ~u.ngmn:~~ It i.s always gratifying the henr th.«.l.t he.rd 
While n.. variety of subJoC s was isous- vrork· has boen re1.varded. 
sed during the two - day scs 5 ion~ c .Jn- J . Davidson Stophen, tli):·:~~; er of th~Jl 
elusive action vro.s ta.ken on only two Chapter nnd holder of the .Ci·vic Design 

it~~; Delogo.tes voted 011 t:ie . mo.tter Scholarship a. t Cro.nbrook, \·. h .: described 
h a t our October Cho.ptcr Dinner his stud:ID s 

of dues in accordance with t e rec om- oi' the D0troit S'!Jhero of ! nflue:11ce i~c.do · 
mBndation of this Chapter, i . e . , tha.t · ... 
tho dues . remain a.t $2 . per year per mem- under tho direction of YU-. Saurincn, has 
ber , but that each itrchiteot belonging n ow been engaged by the City of Louisville, 
to one or mor e of the consti t uent orgo.ni - Kuntuoky, t o !Ilake similar studies for 
zo.tions of the Assocfation be paid for · tho plau of thnt City ~md its surroundi ng 
by each organizt!.tion to which he beLmgs • . nrea. 
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