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NEW YORK CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
115 EAST 40th STREET, NEW YORK (16)

THE OCULUS, Vol. VI, No. 7

NEXT MEETING

Time: Dinner 7 p.m. Tuesday Way 16th

Place: Architectural League

Subject: Chaoter Medal of Honor

Guest of Honor: Major General William
He Harrison

The New York Chapter's highest mark of
distinction, the Vedal of Honor, is to be

awarded this year to one of our best known

and outstanding members. Presentation of
the VMedal will be made at the dinner by

President O!'Connor together with &n appro=
#™ priste citation.

OQur guest of honor,
faje Gen. Harrison has agreed to mske
some informal remarks, befitting the

occasion.

We ere also to hear the announcemsnt of

the Awerds of Fellowship granted by the

A«.I+A. to members of the New York Chapter.

The A.I.A. Boerd of Directors, meeting
at Indianapolis last week, gave careful
consideration to every recommendation
made by this Chaptere. The results will
be reported &t the dinner.

SCHOOL ARCHITECTS
The New York State Associetion of
Architects, through our Chapter Dslerate,

Willism Lescaze, requests that the follow-

ing be brought to your attention:

The Division of School Buildings and
Grounds has compiled a mailing list of
architects of Wew York State who accord-
ing to the records of the Department are
interested in planning school buildings.
Any architect in the State can get his

My neme on the list by writing to: Division

of School Buildings and Grounds, State
Educetion Building, Albany,l, W.Y.
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NCTICE OF BY-LAW ANENDVENT

The sugeestion hes bcen made that
the Chairmen of Elective Committees
appear in person before the Executivse
Committee when presenting their reports.
The ®xecutive Committee recommends that
this be incorporsted in the By-Laws.

You are accordingly notified that
at the Annual Veeting of the Chapter on
Wednesday, June 7, the following amend=
ment to the By-Lews will be voted upon.

To Article 12, Section li, Reports of
Committee, add paragraph (b), so that
Section L, Reports of Committees, shall
read as follows:

(a) Every committee shall make an
arnual report to the Executive Commit=-
tee at the close of its work, end at
such other times as the Executive Come
mittee directse.

(b) The reports of Elective Committe
ees to the Executive Committee may be
presented in person by the Chairman or
his representative, who shall have the

 privilege of discussing the subject

which may be the concern of his commite=
tee.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIE

Committees are the effective machin=-
ery of the Chapter. They can make it
vital and progressive - or negligible.
Definite service to the profession is
in direct ratio to the interest of each
member., During this season, which will
soon come to a close, unusually effec-
tive work has been done by our standing
committees as well as by a number of
new special committees recently appointe
ed. This work must not only be carried
on, but should be encouraged by the
stimulus of new blood. Our remarkable
increase in membership this year has
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- brought us many new and younger men who

may not yet be familiar with our Zhapter
machinery, and with these particularly
in mind, we list below our more active
committees with a brief description of
the "sphere" of each.

Whether you be a new or an "0ld" mem-
ber, we ask that you indicate to us on
which Committee vou would be interested
to serve, also your suggestions as to
other appointees whom you feel to be es=-
pecially qualified. Constructive suge
gestions about these committees weuld be
more than welcome.

Activities:
Organizes Chapter meetinzs, entertain-
ments, etce In effect, keeps the work

. of the committees before the Chapter mem-

bership and suggests to the Executive
Committeec items of interest to the
Chapter.

Admissions;
Interviews and passes upon candidates
for membership.

Civic Design and Development:

Is concerned with problems of City de=
sign and development; stimuletes better
City plenning and activities for the City
welfare,

Education: : 5

Initiates and handles ectivities con-
cerned with the edueation of the archi-
tect, both student end adult; coonerates
with State Board of Examiners snd Schools
of Architecture on improving architectur-
al educaticn. Has charge of Rrunncr
Scholarship work; will have in charge the
very important metter of refresher course
es for architects and draftsmen returning
from military service.

Technical:

Hes general charge of technical as-
pects of architectural practice; through
& sub-committee conducts panel discussions
of new building meteriasls end techniques;:
through another sub-committee is working
on the insuguration of an important
service center for technical informetion
on,building materials and techniques;
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through still another sub-committee cone
siders matters relating to the Building
Code.

Legislative:

Represents the Chapter's interest in
all leeislation, federal, state, and
local, affeecting architécts; in connec=
tion with the legislative work cooperates
with other professional bodies.

Membership and Unification:

Recruits candidates for membership;
suggests subjects for the Chapter to take
up as further points of interest or help
to members and prospective members; works
toward unificetion of the profession
within the A.I.A.

Fees and Contracts:

Advises on revision of fee schedules;
has in charge general matters of con=
tractual relations between architects and
their clients, particularly public

~agencies.

Public Relations:

Presents the activities of the' Chapter
to the public and works toward adequate
public recognition of the value and scope
of erchitectural ssrrvices.

Finance:

Handles the investments of funds in
the: hands of the Chapter with the adviece
of finenciel councsel end advises with
regard to use of funds and the Chapter
budget.,

Post-war Planning.

Represents the Chapterts interests in
matters of post-war planning; cooperates
with other elements in the construction
industry in an over-all program of post-
war reccnstructicn and rehabilitation in
the New York area.

Fields of Practice.

Stimulates breader extension of archie
tectural services and handles activities
directed toward this end.

Surveys of Tnsafe Buildings:
Members. of this Cormittee, who are
recommended by the Chapter to the Civil
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Service Commission are available for mak-
ing Building Department surveys of unsafeo
buildings at a small fee.

HOUSING WEEK

Yay 20th to 27th has been set aside by
the Citizens' Housing Council as Housing
Wegl in Wew Yark City, and all organiza-
tions are invited to plan programs around
the subject o2t that time.

The New York Chepter, in conjunction
with the Architectural League, is holding
a dinner meeting on FRIDAY, MAY 26th, at
7:30 P.}Y. on the subject of "Public
Heusing Azencies and the Architect". The
Federal, the New York State, and the City
Housing Agencies will be represented ot
the dinner; the FPHA by John As Kervick,
Director of Region II; the State Division
of Housing by Ira Robbins, Acting Commis=-
sioner, and the NYCEA by John P. Riley
represeénting Chairmen Butler. The City
Planning Commission hes also been invited
to participate. :

At the same time the Architcctural
League will show an Exhibit of recent
large scale housing projscts in the New
York Area.

On the following THURSDAY, JUNE 1st,

at 7:00 pom. there will be a second

Housing Dinner on the subject of "Large

Seale Private Housing and the Architect".
On this occasion, we hope to have

guest speakers representing the bankers!

approach, the insurance companies' anproach,

the State!s avproach, and possibly the
real estate angle.
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PANEL DISCUSSION

The Chapter's second Forum on Tech=-
nics is &cheduled for Tuesday, May 23%rd,
at 8:00 pem. at the Architectural
League. (No dinner)

The subject of the discussion will
be "Paints and Coatings",

A more detailed announcement on the
subject matter under discussion, with
the nemes of the pancl members, will be
mailed out shortly.

CLNDIDATES
The following names have been sub-
mitted for Institute membership:

1. Donald Campbell
Sponsors: J.A.Fouilhoux
Frederick A. Godley
2., John Stretton Ven Wart
Sponsors: Francis Keally
Re.H.Shreve
% John /1fred Wahl
Sponsors: Louis Skidmore
William C.Vliadeck

SERVICE COLUWMN

Our requéest in the March OCULUS for
news of our members in service has so
far been ignored, but we are still
hoping.

NOTE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR NOWY

Tuesday, Vay 16th 7:00 p.m. Dinner
¥edal of Eoncr Presentation

Tuesday, May 23rd 8:00 pe.ms No Dinner
Panel Discussion: "Paints & Coatings"

Friday, May 26th  7:30 p.ms Dinner
"Public Housing Agencies % the Architect"

Wednesday, June 7th 12:%0 p.m. Lunch
Annual ¥eeting for Elections
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