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ANNUAL MEETING

Arthur C. Holdey was elected President at
the Chapter's Annual Lunch on Juhe 7.
Messrs. Hutchins, Langmenn and Frost, Jre.
were reselec.ed Vice-President, Seéretary
énd Treasurer respesctively, and Walter H.
Kilhem, Jr. was eleeted Rscorder. New
members of the Executive Committee are
Irvin L. Scott end Perry Coke Smith.
Robert 3. O'Connor, retiring President, was
also 6leoted to the Executive Committee to
fill the vacancy oreated by lMr. Holden's
election to the Presidency.

We quote below from Mr. Holden's remarks
on assuming his new offics;

"Nhen 8 young men graduates from the
United States Military Academy at West
Point, he receives a commission in the U.S.
Arny. Beginning on a small scale, he be-
cones as Second Lieutenant a commander of
mens The responsibility of the army officer

for leadership increases progrescively as
he is given specific promotions.

"In contrast, when e youngz man graduates
from a school of architecture, he receives
8 degree but he does not have a commission
awaiting him. Even on a small scale he is
not a commander of men. The architect goes
into the ranks of citizenry. Do you remem=
ber the cry that Kipling put into the mouth
of the soldier t'gentleman ranker': 'God
help us for ws knew the worst too young'?

I have heard a ory from architect 'gentle-
men renkers' which has sounded to me sure-
prisingly like 'God help us for we knew the
best too young'e.

"Any man, whether he has served in the
ranks as soldier or architect, knows that he
cannot at once rebuild the world or sven =
small part of it according to his desiress
Ths professional men must demonstrate that
he can perform valuable services bhefore he
is given the opportunity to put his abiliew
ties and treining to constructive use.

"In due course we shall consult together
to organize ourselves for service., But
before we can effectively organize, there
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are obstructions which must be clsared
away. Both our ovm wision and that which
the publie has of us, have bsen obscursd
by a misinterprestation of architecture.
3y resorting to & literary plagiarism,

we can gain a new weapon that ought to

be enlightsning. Let us use this weapon
together to attack the "Architectural
Fellacy".

"Bernard DeVoto, in a penetrating book
callcd "The Literary Fallaecy”, attacks
the thesis that the culture of a period
is enshrined in its literature, and that
literary men ars the keepers of the seal,
the priests of the temple, the interpret-
ers of the eivilization of their period.

"Have we architects had a similar
vision of ourselves?

"¥r. DeVoto, in reviewing some of the
so-called representative authors of the
19208, credits them with being able
eraftsmen, but shows that they were unae
ware of some of the great movements of
the time, and thus hardly interpreters of
its culture. He reveals them as more ine
terssted in mirroring their owm souls
then in delving into and understanding
the culture of the 1920s. Literature,
he points out, mey shut its¢lf up in an
ivory tower and get out of tuns with the
1life and culture of a psriode

"Te in architecturs must not be guilty
of the same fault. Cast your eyess upon
the facades of Park Avenue or of a type~
ical main street. It is clear that the
designers are trained craftsmen. 7e sus=
pect they may have walked through Spain,
bicycled in France and motored through
Italye The architect draftsman knows how
to put a building together just as the
literary craftsman knows how to put a
book together. I include in this the so=-
¢alled modernists who evidently have
studied the architectursl magazines.

"But this type of aeccomplishment does
not reveal coherence. We must increase
our contacts with the community if we
would realize our amhition to help mould
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we will learn how to serve them.
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and interpret the community. We must dig
in deeper to get et the rootse We must
form new contactses The day has gone when
the professions can he regarded es myster=
igs to be practiced in weter-tipght compart-
mentse

"The times ory out for en understanding
of 1life and the forces which are mgulding
ite Let us meke our first passion the
passion to understand. We may thus learn
how and where to apply our techniesal
skillse If we understend our fellow men,
If we can
make them fesl that we understand, it will
be they who will «all upon us, and who will
demand of us that we do our best.”

TINELY WAXNING

Some of the members of the New York Chape
ter heve hed and are having difficulty with
the Wagss end fiour and Public Contreacts
Division of the U.S. Department of Labor in
regard to certain provisions of the Fsir
Lebor Standards Act. The principal diffi-
culty arises from a diffsrence of opinion
as to which employeus in an architect's
office are entitled to time and & half and
double time for overtime.

The Fair Labor Standards Act is far from
clear as to its application to the archi=-
tectural and enginsering profussions. Une
til some clear definition is reached, the
members of our profgssion who employ others

. may be in jeopardy financially.

' The Executive Committee of the Chapter
has decided to refer the metter to the
national organizetion of the Americen Ine

stitute with a request thet action be taken

to obtain clarification of the Acte.

Max H, Foley, Chairmsn
Committee on Fees and Contracts

" HONORARY ASSOCIATE

The Executive Cormittee, aeting on ths
recommendetivn of the Chepturts Commitiece
on Awards, has nominated ¥ajor Irving V.A.
Huie for clection to Honorary Associate
membership in the Chapter.

¥a jor Huie is Commissioner of Public
Works ,of the City of New York. Ap engineer
by pFof:ssion, he has for meny years been
actively interested in ths growth and eco=
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Under our By-Law provisions, you are
hereby notified thet the election of Vr.
Huie will tske plaece at the first autumn
meeting of the Chepter.

CANDIDAT=S
The following names have becn submitted
for Institute membership:
le Charles Akers Bradbury
Sponsorss Lester Tichy
Lewis G. Adans
2+ Joscph Ne Boaz
Sponsors: Morris Xetchum
Henry Le Kemphoefner
3s Se Wgber Kotz
Sporsorss: Othmar Krauss
Lionsl Levy
Ly, Herry S. Kohl
Sponsors: Otto Teegen
Mex Foley
5e Alfred Charles Shaknis
Sponsors: ‘¥#n. Lescaze
Edwin Forbes
6+ Konrad WVachsmenn
Sponsors: Elsa Gidoni
Welter Gropius
T¢ Julicn Hill Whittlessy
Sponsors: Vm. Loscaze
Robert "einberg
B8e Oscar Fo Tiggins
Sponsors: Wallace Ke Harrison
Je Ae Fouilhoux
9. Paul Zucker
Sponsors: Esmond Shaw
Morris Sonders

A SUMMING UP by ROBERT B, O'CONNOR

"Lest June, in outlining whet might have
been celled & program for the year, I
said: J!We in the Chapter must continue
the process of organizing the profession
into & common Institute. 7's must increese
in every way possible our technicel compe-
tence. ¢ must take ¢ constructive part
in the eritical problems of our time and
communitye. And we must oonstantly improve
the effectiveness of architsetural service
as well as public awareness of its value's

"I should like to consider the activities
of the past twelve momths in those general
arcase

"The unification of the vrofession is a
most important programe The growth in meme

nonic development of our City and particu- bership and activity in the Chapters is the
larly of late in its Postwar Planning proe- normal and indispensible base for attaining
greme this goel, and in this respect our own Chap.
He has visited the Chapter on & numbsr of tsr has mads great prosgress. It happens
occasions and is well known to meny of ourthet in this particular area we havée a nume
memberse : ber of separate architsctural organizations
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some. of considerable size and all of them
with, their individual aims and traditions.
The progress of the Institute towards uni=
ficatidn must give recognition to this site
uaetion and we must draw these other socie=-
ties into the A.I.A. by suasion and common
ynderdakings. It is my suggestion that the
New York Chapter should make a deliberate
poliey of inviting the Officers and Execu=
tive Committeos of all of these societies
to a series of programs during the year

which are of general professional interests

To certain meetings perhaps all of the meme

bership of these groups should be asked,

If we represent the Institute properly our

activities cannot fail to interest anyone

practicing architecture, and this community

~of interest will more effectively unite

our organizations than any other factor.
"As the Technical Committee has stated

on many occesions, its purpose is mainly

gducational and it aims at improving the

-architect's understanding and constructive
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interest in the technical aspscts of our
profession, This is of vital importance,
because the professional competence of our
members is the foundation stone of our
value to society and the only lasting besis
for public recognition.

"The work of the Legislative Committee
has so far been largely negative, in the
direction of staving off attacks from
sources which would limit or expropriate
our field of practice. We must, I believe,
move from the negative to the positive and
prepare ourselves, through our contribu=
tions to the publie counsels, for the in=-
finitely more important and veluable role
of initieting worthwhile public action,
whether by legislation or by civic initia=-
tive. This must be done with due atten~
tion to cconomy of time and of cost. But
beyond that it is by taking our place in
the discussion of urban redevelopment, of
housing, of prefabrication, of building
codes and zoning ordinances, that we shall

prove to the public the need for the archie

tect's training and experience.

"In the Chaptert's service to the profese
sion severesl matters must receive earnest
and effective aktention.

employses for which some wviable program
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: We have the quoese=
tion of working conditions and salaries for
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architectural pursuits of those in war
service, and it will not be easye

"We should set up a more comprehensive
end more realistic basis of charges for
the expanding requirements of architece
tural practicee And we shall definitely
have to work out the meens for improving
our public relations and our legislative
interest within a financial framework
that will make it possible for all in the
profession to join the Institute.

"This, then, is the picture of where we
now find ourselves. As we pause momente
arily to chenge horses, we hed best cone~
sider whether we have the fortitude to
follow the course which lies open before
use Thereo is the promise of unprecendente
ed activity in building for years follow=
ing victorye. Whether it is healthy and
constructive beyond anything history has
known will depend in the deepest sense on
US e

"We shall have thetemptation of doing
just enough work to keep our offices
filled with work. We shall have the
temptation of getting by on what we rememe
ber of our school training instead of
putting in the truly hard hours of learn=
ing how best to use the miracles which
technology is offering us. We shall have
the temptation of forgetting whether the

desires of our e¢lients make economic,
social and aesthetic sense, or merely

offer the opportunity of handsome feess

We shall have the very great temptation of

devoting ourselves wholly to making money,
after years of starvation fare, instead of
giving time and thought and effort to make
ing the profession & more effective ine
strument of public welfare,

"We must dare to face these temptations
and to win oute If we truly believe that
architecturs is the mother of the arts and
that our training gives us the right to
lead in the plannin# and orgenization of
our physical inviromment we can do no losse

"Wae shall have opportunities that no
architect has hed before to mould our
coming civilization. Let us seize them
firmly, - and the impsrative responsibizi.
ties which they impuse. For if we lose
them now, chance will nevor return them a
sécond time to our graspe

should be developed or we may find ourselves

in the postwar world with a progrem forced
upon use We have a solution to find for
the civil ssrvice problem.

How can the pube
lic interest be properly served by adeguate

forces without the historic evils of burcau=

cracy? We have provision to make for the
simple, prompt and friendly return to




