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WHAT KIND OF NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR? 

by E. 0 . TANNER 

A growing concern with the 1964-65 New York World's Fair and 
AIA's role in it led the Executive Committee last month to appoint a 
special World's Fair Committee composed of Morris Ketchum, Jr., chair
man, Max 0. Urhahn, liaison, and Arvin B. Shaw, III. Its first meeting is 
scheduled for late November. 

As background, and to encourage members to make their own sugges
tions, Oculus offers the following areas of exploration, based on a study 
of the Fair program an~onversations with the Chairman of its D~sign 
Board, Wallace K. Harrison, and executives of the Fair Corporation : 

( 1) Ways in which AIA might he 
of service in t·he development of 
the Fair. After studying some 20 
overall schemes (including a giant 
"doughnut" plan for a single, uni
fying composition around a central 
lake) , the Fair Corporation adopt
ed essentially the same classical 
layout as the 1939 Fair on the 
Flushing Meadows site, in order to 
make use of existing utilities and 
patterns (see cut) . While many 
regret that expediency has pre
vailed over fresh planning tech
niques, there remain many oppor
tunities for outstanding efforts by 
individual architects and exhibi
tors (who will have to use their 
own restraint and cooperation to 
avoid an architectural jumble, 
since virtually no controls other 

than height and coverage will be 
imposed). There also remain op
portunities for the Fair Corpora
tion to handle its own work with 
imagination and taste. As of No
vember 1, however, the Fair's De
sign Board (Harrison, Stone, Bun
shaft, Dreyfus, and Praeger) has 
officially disbanded. Harrison, who 
continues with the Fair as the sin
gle architect on its 100-man board 
of directors, has expressed hope 
that "new committees" might be 
formed to advise the Corporation 
on its landscaping, sculpture, and 
fountains, on a possible theme 
structure or structures, and on 
those important but usually un
designed elements of signs, light 
fixtures, bench, trash cans, tele-

( continued on page 3) 

AIA REGIONAL OFFICER 
REQUESTS CHAPTER 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

George Bain Cummings, Re
gional Officer of the New York Re
gion of the AIA, has requested 
members of-the New York Chapter 
to send in suggestions and ideas 
concerning the committee struc
ture of the Institute. 

The following letter was submit
ted to President Woodbridge: 
Dear Mr. President: 

At the 92nd Convention of the 
American Institute of Architects 
held in San Francisco in Aprii 
1960, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

"RESOLVED, That the Commit
tee on Structure of the Institute 
b.e expanded to include representa
tIC:m from each region and charged 
with the responsibility of: 

(1) Studying the Board's and 
other proposals on structure· 

(2) Consulting with the :Uem
bership, and 

( 3) Reporting to the Board of 
Directors in time for action by the 
convention in 1961." 

President Will expanded the 
Committee to include the members 
listed on the letterhead. You are 

- therefore, apprised-of the-fact that 
I have been designated to repre
sent the New York Region on this 
expanded committee. 

The Committee is being con
vened to meet for a full day in 
Washington on Friday, December 
2. Will you please send to me as 
many days in advance of that time 
as P?Ssible, any comments or sug
gestions or recommendations you 
and/or your Chapter wish to make 
to guide me in discharging my re
sponsibility in this matter. 

The import of this matter is 
large and I rely upon your whole
hearted cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
George Bain Cummings 

Any member wishing to off er his 
suggestions regarding this request 
may submit them to the Chapter 
Office before December 1. 
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Report of the 1960 

New York State Convention 

The New York State Association 
of Architects' 1960 Annual Con
vention was held at the White 
Face Inn during mid-October of 
this year in the midst of Autumn's 
color and upper New York's fa
mous lakes. The Regional Meeting 
was highlighted by an outstanding 
presentation on the practice, forms 
and spaces of architecture by Her
bert Swinburne, AIA, of Philadel
phia who used two tremendous 
screens and a beautiful collection 
of colored photographs. 

The main speaker, Admiral Wil
liam F. Rayborn, who commands 
the Navy's "Polaris Task Force." 
provided a well-illustrated presen
tation on the development of this· 
ICBM. This w roundly ap
plauded performance that provid
ed a sober variation from the ar
chitectural matters that otherwise 
dominated this convention. 

Syracuse was the host chap
ter. Their preparations and execu
tion made the convention prof es
sionally worthwhile and personally 
very pleasant. 

The New York Chapter was rep
resented by twenty-three members, 
although it has 50 per cent of the 
association membership. This poor 
representation implying lack of in
terest in State affairs is regretted 
by all who notice it. Next year's 
convention to be held at Saranac 
Lake offers an opportunity that 
each Chapter member should care
fully assess. 

Roger G. Spross 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE I I IMPROVING NEW YORK 

All Corporate members of the 
Chapter have by now received ap
plications for the new Sustaining 
Firm Membership which was ex
plained in the letter accompanying 
the application. It is of great im
portance to the Chapter that this 
plan for additional income be sup
ported by all eligible members who 
can possibly do so. 

Last month it was pointed out 
how many and various are the ac
tivities carried on by the Chapter 
and it Committees. Many of these 
Committees require substantial 
sums for specific projects. The ex
cellent publication of the new Fee 
Schedule is an example. The criti
cal analysis of the new proposed 
Zoning Resolution was another. If 
the new Zoning Resolution be
comes law it will be important to 
prepare digests and instructions to 
aid architects in its use. This ·wm 
require money. One could continue 
at length listing similar projects, 
not to mention the perennial prob
lem of that much abused matter, 
public relations now euphuisti-
cally entitled Public Affairs. · 

All these are matters of concern 
and of benefit to all of you and de
serve your support. It is enlight
ened self interest to do as much as 
you can for the Chapter. 

In October the Chapter was well 
represented at the Convention of 
the New York State Association of 
Architects at Lake Placid. It is a 
pleasure to report that there was, 
in general, an atmosphere of cor
diality and cooperation which looks 
well for the future. There are sig
nificant fields of activity in New 
York State where hard working 
committees of the N. Y. S. A. A. 
are doing a splendid job~ . They 
merit our attention and interest. 
The New York Chapter is by far 
the largest constituent member of 
the Association and our members 
should concern themselves with 
those activities within the State 
which are the proper field of the 
Association. 

Special Note to Our Younger 
Members 70 Years and Below ..• 

"NEW YORK CHAPTER mem
ber, Wells Bosworth, Fellow Emer
itus, Dean of .the American colony 
in France, was honored on his 
91s.t birthday by the American 
Club in Paris. Our active nona
genarian member delivered an 
hour-long talk at the party, which 
received a standing ovation . . ." 

Should we switch to wine instead 
of water? 

Among those who have profited 
by designing and building in New 
York, Douglas Leigh, specialist in 
spectacular Broadway signs, is not 
one ungrateful to his adopted city. 
Last month Park Commissioner 
Newbold Morris announced that 
Leigh, a native of Alabama, had 
given $70,000 to build a 60-foot
diameter pool with 36 jets around 
the base of the Columbus statue in 
Columbus Circle. Leigh said the 
design would be inspired by the 
Neptune Fountain at the Villa 
D'Este and the Trevi Fountain in 
Rome-"a touch of old Europe for 
the people of New York." 

Acting Manhattan Borough Pres
id~nt Louis A. Cioffi ordered a new 
crackdown last month on builders 
whose cranes; trucks, building ma- ·.·, 
terials and other equipment along
side job sites create automotive 
frustration and pedestrian night
mares on the city's already choked 
streets. Regulations limit storage 
to 80 per cent of project frontage, 
leaving the rest for truck parking. 
Some builders, however, Iltter a1l 
the curb, then double park their 
trucks. Cioffi said builders would 
be given 24 hours to comply, then 
permits for use of street space 
would be revoked and fines im
posed. The City Council is expect
ed to take actj on soon to make · 
penalties still stiffer. 

I LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I 
To the Editor: 

Congratulations on your new 
format for the Oculus which I find 
readable and interesting. 

It is a great boon for us "bi
foc;als" who use our eyes con
stantly. 

Your column "Improving New 
York" should provide a fine spring
board for suggestions and ideas 
and trust many of these sugges
tions will stimulate discussion and 
controversy of a constructive 
nature. 

Keep up the good work. 
Sincerely yours, 
Joseph F. Addonizio 
Executive Director 
N. Y. S. Association of 
Architects 

To the Editor: 
Reference the remark on Eng

lish Architecture under books, 
page 3, October issue. Having vis
ited housing in some fifteen West
ern countries I would say that the 
United States has the stodgiest and 
most banal. 

George Beiers 



WORLD'S FAIR? 
(Continued from page 1) 

phone booths, etc. ~n advisory 
committee might well mclude rep
resentatives of the Chapter as well 
as of other landscape, art, and p~o
fessional societies. On the spec1~c 
item of ·a theme structure, a Fair 
spokesman told Oculus: ".We defi
nitely will not hold a des1~n com
petion for this or for anythmg else 
at the Fair-they don't work." 

Among suggestions offered to 
clarify problems and approach 
are: (a) a meeting sponsored by 
the Chapter at which represen~a
tives of the Fair coul~ 01:1tlme 
progress; (b) more pubhc discus
sion stimulated by the Chapter, as 
the 'concern of all New yorkers.; 
( c) an open letter to Fair. Presi-
dent Ro\lert ,Moses . ..expressi!1g tp.e __ _ 
Chapter's interest and offermg: its 
services in whatever way might 
prove useful. . . . . 

(2) AIA'-s own parbCipation ID 

the Fair's exhibits. It has been sug
gested that the Chapter ~ct as the 
National Institute's arm m explor
ing how best AIA might be repre
sented at the Fair. Among the pos
sibilities: (a) An AIA spons.ored 
reception lounge particularly aimed 
at visting architects, planner~, de
signers and engineers, f1;lrmshed 
with exhibits, a guest register,. an 
information desk, a small g~ide
pamphlet to New York architec
ture and a place for the foot-weary 
to relax; (b) the Chapter ~upple
ment this gesture by helpmg to 
arrange the inevitable ~ours of out
standing New York bmldmgs ~ ~ c) 
the Chapter consider or~amzmg 
an international symposmm ~m 
planning and design as a special 
World's Fair attraction ; ( d) ~IA 
sponsor an exhib_it of O:!;l!standn~~ 
U. S. planning and architecture m 
space at the Fair; ( e) the Chapter 
seek to combine with other p~o~es
sional societies and/ or bmldmg 
manufacturers associations to cr~
ate a larger, unified, and dra~atic 
exhibit of planning and architec
ture based on the major 20th Cen
tury problem, "The City." 

Oculus and the N. Y. Chapter's 
World's Fair Committee welcome 
your ideas. 

-VISIONARY ARCHITECTURE 
Do you feel st~fied ~Y stringent 

building codes, tight sites, penny
pinching clients? The Museum of 
Modern Art's new show, "Vis~on
ary Architecture," may be Just 
what you need. 

The exhibit continues to Decem
ber 4 . . 

NEW YORK SCENE 

Now that we have created this space how are we going to 
give it some architectural character??? 

PRAISED FOR PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS ROLE 

In a letter to Edwin B. Morris, 
Jr., Co-Chairman of the Public Af
fairs Committee, President Fred· 
erick J. Woodbridge extended the 
Chapter's appreciation for h~s "en
thusiasm, interest, and tireless 
effort" in arranging press con
ences,' releases and generally in 
bringing the Chapter before the 
public eye. 

These activities are usually han
dled by a professional public rela
tions counselor. The Chapter has 
been preparing a sust~ini~g. Pub
lic Affairs program which it is an
tiGipated- wil-1 --be- -t>ut - i-nte- eff e~t 
when the sustaining membership 
program is fully subscribed. 

HAROLD R. SLEEPER 
It is with sorrow that we report 

the passing on November 1 Oth of 
Harold R. Sleeper, F AIA, a former 
president of the Chapter and of 
the Architectural League. In 1958 
he was appointed by Mayor Wag
ner a Commissioner of the Board 
of Standards and Appeals. He was 
an active Architect, Author and 
Lecturer and will be well remem
bered fo~ his books, "Architectur~I 
Graphics Standards," and "Archi
tectural Specifications." 

Our deepest sympathies are ex
tended to his wife, Mrs. Hildegard 
Halstead Sleeper, at 50 Sutton Place 
South, and to his sister, Mrs. A. B. 
Shattuck. 

BOOKS 

The Dymaxion World of Buckmin
ster Fuller by Robert W. Marks 
(Reinhold Publishing Corpora
tion $12.00) 
Bucky Fuller certainly needs no 

introduction, and this is a com
plete book that is. all 3:bout him 
and his work. This reviewer has 
heard Mr. Fuller discuss his con
cepts and must admit that he 
didn't quite understand every
thing he said. However, ~he a?thor 
has clone an excellent Job mtro"' 
ducino- Mr. Fuller to us in such a 
way that after reading the book, 
we- can ·appreciate-the author's-be--
lief that "there is no man in Amer
ica today who makes as much 
sense in such a fundamental way." 

AIA-NAHB AWARD 
The American Institute of Ar

chitects and the National Associa
tion of Home Builders announce 
the second annual Award of Honor 
to encourage the design and ~~n
struction of the best commumties 
and homes by promoting the col
laboration between architects and 
builders. Any architect-builder 
team which has cooperated on a 
project completed within the l~st 
five years will be eligible. En~ries 
must be submitted by the bmlder 
concerned, the architect concerned, 
or by the local AIA or N AHB 
chapters or by the national asso
ciations of either AIA or N AHB. 



COMMl~}F~!...!L~!,!VITIES I I MEMBERSHIP 
--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ NE'W MEMBERS 

Executive Committee 
Chicago's Garrick Building 

At their meeting on October 4, 
the Executive Committee strongly 
endorsed the efforts being made in 
Chicago to save the Garrick Build
ing from being razed. This build
ing is a significant example of Chi
cago School architecture which was 
designed by Adler and Sullivan at 
the turn of the century. The fol
lowing motion was passed by the 
Executive Committee : "The Exec
utive Committee requests the His
torical Buildings Committee to 
write to the Mayor of Chicago on 
behalf of the Chapter giving moral 
support to the efforts being made 
to preserve the Garrick Building." 
Members hip Directory 

The publication of a new Mem
bership Directory was authorized 
by the Executive Committee at 
their October meeting. The new 
Directory will include a new sec
tion listing the sustaining firm 
members of the New York Chapter. 
Historic Buildings Committee 

The Historic Buildings Commit
tee with W. Knight Sturges as its 
Chairman is working hard for the 
adoption of an amendment to the 
new zoning ordinance which will 
protect and help make possible the 
preservation of historically and 
architecturally significant build
ings and districts in metropolitan 
New York. 

This facet of an Architect's re
sponsibility to his community is 
often neglected. If you are inter
ested in the preservation of any 
historical building in our city, 
please get in touch with Mr. 
Sturges. 

Civic Design 
Civic Design Committeemen take 

on a monumental task this year in 
trying to make the Chapter's voice 
heard on four major metropolitan 
planning fronts. Under Sub-Chair
man G. Harmon Gurney, the new 
zoning ordinance will be pushed 
and if passed by the Board of Esti
mate will be explained to the 
Chapter. 

Milton Glass heads the sub
group on Urban-Renewal. They 
will try to put together a compre
hensive picture of the various re
newal programs being proposed 
or which are under way to see how 
they inter-relate from an overall 
master planning view. 

To keep the Chapter in close 
touch with New York's New Mas
ter Plan Division of the Planning 
Commission, Henry Whitney will 
chairman a sub-committee to work 
closely with Jack Smith, new Mas
ter Plan chief. The fourth area of 
concern is the program of building 
15 mid-town garages which is al
ready under way. Many feel these 
will only serve to encourage more 
drivers to come into midtown add
ing to the present congestion. 
George Bielich and his sub-com
mittee plan to study this piece
meal solution to the parking prob
lem and hope to use the Chapter's 
influence to see that these garages 
are more closely tied to master 
planning and the use of public 
transportation facilities. 

This is a challenging program 
and the Civic Design Committee 
will welcome the participation of 
any additional members of the 
Chapter who have an interest in 
or a concern about the four broad 
planning fields outlined above. If 
you would help guide your city to 
a better tomorrow-now is the 
time. 

WOMEN'S ARCHITECTURAL AUXILIARY 

Second Annual 
Doric Debutane Cotillion 

Don't forget our Second Annual 
Doric Debutante Cotillion to be 
held at the Metropolitan Club, Sat-
urday, November 26, 1960. · 

For further information and in
vitations write : 

Women's Architectural Auxil
iary, 24 West 55th Street, · New 
York 19, N. Y., or telephone 
Circle 7 -4436. 

Auxiliary Membership 
Please note that we mailed to 

you an application for member
ship in the Women's Architectural 
Auxiliary. Those eligible are: 
wives, widows, sisters, mothers, or 
daughters (over 18 years), of 
members of the New York Chap
ter. 

We urge you to join us-as a 
female architect member of the 
Chapter, or why not fill in an ap
plication form for your wife? 

The. New York Chapter extends its. 
warmest welcome to the following new 
members: 
Corporate 
Dean Charles R Colbert (Transferred 

from the New Orleans Chapter, A.I.A.) 
John A. Pruyn (Readmission) 
William E. Baltz 
Edward N. Bloomstein 
James S. Cairns 
Arthur C. Giorchino 
William A. Hoffberg 
John B. Macreery 
Albert P. Moore 
Clayton P. Morey 
Stephen Shilowitz 
Jan Svoboda 
A·ssociate 
John Milton Arms 
Louis Barberis 
Jeanne Marguerite Davern 
Donald Alexander Fischer 
Arnold Herbert Goldberg 
Robert H. Levine-
Bernard Segal 
Willard Scolnik 
George Todorovich 
CANDIDATES 

Information regarding the qualifi'ca
tions of the following candidates for 
membership will be c_onsidered' confiden
tial by the Admissions Committee.:. 
Corporate 
Joan deRis Allen 
William C. Andersen 
Nestor E. Acevedo Coll 
Leonard Feldman 
John S. Fountain 
Miguel Angel Franca 
Rudolph Horowitz 
Herbert B. Oppenheimer 
Paul Palmieri 
Robert Press 
Bernard Rudofsky 
Norbert N. Turkel 
Gordon Lockwood Schenck 
Herbert David Warrington 

Associate 

Dr. Sigmund L. Friedman 

Dennis Jurow 

Ernest .P Piesco 

Charles A. Platt 

SpOftOM'B:' 

{
J. Armand Burgun 
Isadore Rosenfield 

{
Robert. J. Bridaea 
Edwin HarriSf Jr. 

{ 
C. Gates Beckwith 
Allen R. Go11irdon 

{
William Platt 
Geo1frey Platt 

JAnton J. Egner 
David Anthony Brignati {Salvatore Grillo 

Student Chapter-
Columhia University 
New members as of Oct. 1, 1960:........... 51 
Members carried over from 1959 ...... 6.& 

Total student. membership 119, 

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE 
APPOINTMENTS 
1964 World's Fair Committee 

Morris Ketchum, Jr., Chairman 
Max 0. Urhahn, Liaison 

Arvin B. Shaw, III 
Civie Design Committee .................. Raphael H. Courland 
Education Committee _ ......................... _ .. _J. Russell Colean, 

Vice Chairman 
Education Scholarship Committee ...... _Dorothy C. Scott 
Fees and Contracts Committee_Curtis R. Fremond 
Hospital & Health Committee ............ _Eleanor Pepper 

Thomas. M. A. Payne 
House Consulting Committee ........................ Joseph Fuller 
School Committee ... -... -................. -... ·-··---·-Eleanor Pepper 
Visiting Architects _ ............. _ .. _ ............ Cur.tis R. Fremond 
Younger. Architects Committee 

Membership Committee 

Norval C. White, Chairman 
Joseph FUiler 

Allen R. Congdon, Chairman 
Programs Committee 

Gerald K. Geerlings, Co-Chairman 
Gillet Le1ferts, Jr., Co-Chairman 


