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CONFERENCE DIS1CUSSES U. S. AESTHETIC PR01BLEMS1; "ANTI-UGLIES" ON THE MArRCH 
BY MARIETTA MEYERS 

On April 3 the "First Conference on Aesthetic Responsibility" was held 
at the Hotel Plaza under the sponsorship of the Design Committee of the 
New York Chapter with the cooperation of the National Board of Direc­
tors of the AIA. 

The conference was attended by almost 500 people. It is interesting to 
note that only 120 were architects. There were almost 100 representa­
tives of the arts, 27 of business firms, 10 from government and 72 from 
the press. The press came as far as Missouri and London as well as from 
the metropolitan New York area Business and institutions?" and 
and a r ticles appear ed in the N ew " Who is responsible for Ugli-
Y ork Times, Hearld Tribune and ness ?". Each question was discuss-
Villager, to name a few. ed by a different panel of six 

At the onset a statement of speakers, and followed by a ques-
purpose was given to each partici- tion and answer period. 
pant: Perhaps the most penetrating 

·'This conference was conceived statement was made by August 
for the purpose of inspmng Heckscher, Special White Hous·e 
community activity to fight our Consultant on the Ar ts: "A civil-
country's ugliness. ization begins to manifest itself 

"We must engage in this struggle when men and women have begun 
if we are to develop culturally to take thought about what it is 
as well as scientifically. We are they construct, and why, and to 
fighting immensity, the corpo- what end. It begins to be a living 
rate mind - a total machine so- whole when the idea of beauty has 
ciety, in defense of our demo- · found its place alongside the pres-
cratic life. sur e of utility and the spur of 

"We are fighting the pressure for need." , but he pointed to the gen-
cheapness in the midst of our eral apathy of the American public 
greatest period of prosperity. to this end. "What is required is 

r------~'1/\1re have never been richer and r eadiness to undertake on a lar ge 
poorer at the same time. More scale the kind of public wm·ks 
production and consumption which are truly public - in the 
seems to lead to lower standards interests of the citizenry; and tru-
of workmanship instead of long- ly sense that they serve the high-
er lasting and more beautiful est works - in the sense that they 
products and buildings. are made to endure and to be 

"We believe that broad citizens' judged by future generations." 
Committees on Aesthetic Re- Stag e Designer Jo Mielz,iner fo1t 
sponsibility must be established that "our aesthetic values have 
throughout the nation to arouse been disastrously lowered by the 
public awareness of aesthetics, standards set by public works and 
to re-educate people to see, to by the publicly accepted chaos in 
bring pressure on everyone re- our city planning." 
sponsible for our visual environ- Daniel P. Moynihan, Special As-
ment to stop this desecration of sistant to the Secretary of Labor, 
our Country." offered some official hope: "To 
The three questions discussed date there is no policy, but this 

were, "What are our Aesthetic will be rectified shortly. Today our 
Values?", "What are the Aesthetic buildings ought to be built in a 
Responsibilities of Government, manner that is distinguished and 

which will reflect the dignity, the 
enterprise, the vigor and the sta­
bility of the American govern­
ment. They ought to represent the 
finest contemporary architectural 
thought; design must flow from 
the architectural profession to the 
government rather than vice versa 
... A portion of the cost of public 
building ought ... to be allocated 
to the purchase of fine art as part 
of the general embellishment of 
the building, as part of the design 
of the building itself." 

Burnharn K elly, Dean of Corn­
ell's College of Architecture, pro­
posed a creative arts study oom­
mi ttee to "take a fresh look at 
programs, teaching materials, and 
teachers in the hope of opening to 
citizens of the United States at 
long last the power to communicate 
by line and form as well as iby 
word or by abstract syinbol". 

"The primary motivating ideals 
in our mass culture are the ideals 
of materialism and egalitarian­
ism", said John L. S chirnel, psy­
chiatrist. "Egalitarianism is the 
more serious, a more dangerous 
ideology in terms of aesthetic val­
ues". There can be no room for 
aesthetic values in a society that 
not only idolizes its materialism 
but believes in an equality that 
flattens out differences between 
this man and that". 

In summarizing The conference, 
Design Committee Chairman 
Richard Snibbe made an appeal 
for "the establishment of broad 
citizens' committees throughout 
the nation to arouse public aware­
ness of aesthetics and to take ac­
tion to stop our country's desecra­
tion." 

* * 
Another local development in the 
"aesthetic responsibility" cam­

continued on page 3 
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NEW DATE SET FOR 
INSTALLATION 0 'f OFFICERS, 

By special request of the Institute 
the New York Chapter is revising 
its policy of installing in June of 
each year its new Officers, Execu­
tive Committee and Elective Com­
mittee members. At the Chapter's 
Pre-Convention Meeting the mem­
bership voted to support the action 
of the Executive Committee in 
changing the date when the new 
Chapter administration takes of­
fice to January 1st of each year. 

The change was requested by 
the Institute coordination and ad­
ministration of Chapter affairs. 
The January 1st date coincides 
with the change-over of all Na­
tional Committees. Institute Of­
ficers will continue to take office 
in the Spring following the An­
nual Convention. 

The New York Chapter has ap­
pointed a special "ad hoc" com­
mittee to study the mechanics of 
initiating this change-over and 
recommend the necessary re­
visions to the Chapter By-Laws. 
This special committee will pre­
sent its recommendation to the 
Chapter membership at a special 
Chapter Meeting to be held on 
Wednesday, June 6th. The Annu­
al Luncheon for the installation of 
a new administration, normally 
held at this time, has been post­
poned. 

The present administration and 
committee chairmen will neces­
sarily continue in office until such 
time as they are properly relieved. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

On May 15th, 1952, Mrs. Margot 
A. Henkel joined the staff of the 
New York Chapter, AIA. This 
little-noticed event turned out to 
be one of the luckiest in chapter 
history, for today, as Executive 
Secretary, she has become almost 
indispensable to this organization. 
'Margot', as she is familiarly 
known, heads a small but very ef­
ficient staff, and is in the back­
ground of every chapter activity. 

On this 10th anniversary of Mrs. 
Henkel' s devoted service to this 
chapter, all members join OCU­
LUS in thanking her and in hop­
ing that she will remain with us 
for a long, long time. 

LANDMA'RKS PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION APPOINTED 

Mayor Wagner has established a 
permanent twelve-member Land­
marks Preservation Commission 
and a1ppointed Geoffrey Platt as 
Chairman. The twelve members 
have been appointed for terms of 
one, two, or three years. The mem­
bership will at all times include an 
architect, a realtor, a historian 
qualified in the field, a practitioner 
of the fine arts, a landscape archi­
tect, a city planner, and at least 
one member of the Art Commis­
sion. 

Mr. Platt was also Chairman of 
the temporary committee that 
laid the groundwork for this new 
committee. Of the thirteen mem­
bers of the original committee, 
only two others, Chapter Presi­
dent Frederick J. Woodbridge and 
Robert Curtiss, were appointed to 
this new committee. 

The mission of the new commit­
tee will be to designate for pres­
ervation buildings, structures, 
monuments, or other works of his­
toric or esthetic imporance, the 
surrounding of such works, and 
groups of buildings or districts 
whose general character is histor­
ically important or uniquely val­
uable in design or location. Within 
one year, the committee is to pre­
pare a "detailed legislative pro­
gram for the effective protection 
of those portions of designated 
landmarks that fall within public 
view." It will also recommend ap­
propriate action, when requested, 

to other public agencies. 
The article in the New York 

Times announci.Il!g the establish­
ment of the new committee also in­
cluded excerpts from the last is­
sue of the OCUL US, under the 
subhead "Architects Decry Razing 
of Penn Station .. " Mr. Platt was 
quoted as saying, with regard to 
the protest, that he "personally 
regretted that his commission had 
come into being too late to try to 
save the terminal." The same ar­
ticle announced, without further 
explanation, that Park Commis­
sioner Newbold Morris had "given 
up the idea" of moving the 84 Dor­
ic columns from the exterior of 
the station to Flushing Meadow 
Park. He still hopes, however, to 
use some of them in a suitable set­
ting, the article said. 

John Dixon 

BOOKS 

··wood in Architecture" by Finn 
Monies - F. W. Dodge Corpora­
tion - 111 pages. Illus. $6.95. 
Translated from the Danish. 

This fine little book makes no pre­
tense of being a detailed history 
or technical handbook. The dis­
tinguished Danish architect-au­
thor makes his aims clear at the 
very beginning of the short text: 
"to give an account of an archi­
tects' opinion of wood and its uses 
in his own profession" - and "to 
suggest some of the esthetic pos­
sibilities inherent in the use of 
wood in contemporary building." 

Through the excellent, short, 
but to the point commentary and 
the wonderful black and w.,___,1 --e----1 
photographs of particularly good 
detailing, one can feel his respect 
for wood and its proper use. 

In the chapters "Wood and 
Houses", "Interiors", "The De­
tail", "Texture and Finishes" and 
"Wood in Large Structures" Mr. 
Monies fullfills his aims without 
giving any pat solutions. His ap­
proach to the subject and the lay­
out of the book are as restrained 
as the simple, understated archi­
tecture presented. 

Wood in Architecture is useful 
not only for the student or young 
architect but also as. a refreshing 
challenge to those who may not 
have used wood to its fullest es­
thetic capacity. 

Robert Beattie 



PRE-CONVENTION 
MEETING HELD 

At the pre-convention meeting of 
the N. Y. Chapter held on April 
10, a slate of 40 chapter _delegates 
was elected. These delegates, who 
otherwise will go to the 1962 AIA 
Convention at Dallas uninstructed, 
were urged to support the candi­
acy of chapter member Robert W. 
Cutler for Secretary of the Insti­
tute for the coming year. It was 
also decided that the chapter will 
support the proposed by-law 
change which will make the First 
Vice President the President-Des­
ignate, and oppose the one which 
will permit t11e formation of pro­
fessional affiliates by local chap­
ters. 

Several other resolutions were 
presented from the floor and were 
acted upon favorably, including 
one condemning the action of the 
Commission on Fine Arts of the 
District of Columbia in connection 
with its arbitrary rejection of the 
FDR Memorial design. 

LeBRUN TRAVELING 
SCHOLA,RSHIP 

The $3,000 LeBrun Traveling 
Scholarship, granted biennially by 
the chapter, was awarded this 
year to James S. Daley of Still­
water, Oklahoma. 

Mr. Daley, a student at Okla­
homa University School of Archi­
tecture, was the winner of a na­
tionwide competition for the de­
sign of an architect's headquarters 
building. 

"'"Runners-up in the competition 
were Dale R. Johnson of Newton, 
Massachusetts, who received First 
Mention and Bruno Ast of Cham­
paign, Illinois, with an Honorable 
Mention. 

BRUNNER P:RIZE WON BY 
ULRICH FRANZEN 

The Brunner Memorial Prize in 
Architecture of the National In­
stitute of Arts and Letters will be 
conf ered on Ulrich Franzen at 
the Joint Annual Ceremonial of 
the National Institute and the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Letters on May 24, Pietro Bell­
uschi making the presentation. 

The $1000 annual prize ·differs 
from other prizes in architecture 

in that it is given to an architect 
who shows promise of contribut­
ing to architecture as an art, in 
keeping with the aims and pur­
poses of the National Institute. 

ARCHITECTURAL LEAGUE 
NAMES NEW Oiffl,CERS 

Robert Allan Jacobs has just 
been elected president of The Ar­
chitectural League of New York. 

Mr. Jacobs, of Kahn and Jacobs, 
succe·eds Robert W . Culler, of 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. 

continued from page 1 
paign - somewhat more direct in 
its approach than the discussions 
of the recent conference - is the 
formation of an ANTI-UGLIES or­
ganization. It is now being estab­
lished by a group of young archi­
tects who are anxious to promote 
public recognition of - and de­
mand for - better architecture 
and urban design. It is intended 
to function as an out-spoken ob­
server of the physical environment 
of the city, scrutinizing every­
thing from major building com­
plexes to street signs and litter 
baskets. 

Like the ANTI-UGLIES in Eng­
land (to which it is1 in no way 
formally related), the formation of 
the local group is a reaction to the 
proliferation of urban ugliness by 
jndifferent public officials as well 
as by the '~anything goes" school 
of short-sighted real estate spec­
ulators. The approach will be on 
several fronts. One will be in the 
area of organized letter-writing to 
editors of newspapers; to the 
Mayor, the City Planning Commis­
sion and other public officials; and 
- not least - to the sponsors of 
the projects in question. Radio in­
terviews will be arranged. In some 
cases the most effective weapon 
may prove to be orderly public ma­
chines coordinated with well timed 
and strategically placed press re­
leases. Endorsement and support 
will be solicited from community 
leaders who have a parallel inter­
est in the improvement of the ur­
ban environment. To insure pos­
sible moment, before plans are ad­
vanced beyond a chance of change. 
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Elected at the same time were 
six vice presidents, one for each 
of the League's categories of mem­
bership. They are: Ulrich Fran­
zen, architecture; William C. Pahl­
mann, design and craftsmanship ; 
Joel Marder (re-elected), engineer­
ing; Robert L. Zion, landscape ar­
chitecture; Robert Sowers, mural 
decoration; and Betti Richard, 
sculpture .. 

Minor L. Bishop, secretary, and 
Ronald Allwork, treasurer, were 
both reelected for another year. 

The ANTI-UGLIES Club is still 
in the formative stage and would 
welcome expressions of interest 
from others in the professional 
community of architects. As yet 
it has no official home, but inquir­
ies may be addressed to Leon 
Brand, 69-81 108th Street, Forest 
Hills 75, New York. 

Saul Ellenbogen 

* * 

What architects can do to counter 
ugliness is a continuing concern at 
many levels of our professional 
organizations. No one is guilty of 
deliberately plotting ugliness; we 
merely have the cumulative re­
sults of vast and protracted indif­
ference. Ugliness didn't first oc­
cur yesterday, to be sure. It is 
equally certain that it won't go 
away tomorrow, or ever, without 
a lot of collective zeal. 

But there is another way to at­
tack ugliness: it is based on the 
premise that every architect in 
New York cherishes a few favor­
ite places that bring delight. ThQ 
source of his pleasure may be a 
single building, or a grouping 
around a plaza; an interior space, 
or a small quiet park. Whatever 
the place, he finds in it certain 
qualities of light, color, mass, and 
composition that defy the sur­
rounding monotony. If we keep 
these images before us they will 
be an immediate standard of com­
parison for what we are doing to­
day. And it's a good idea to keep 
our own aim high as we take pot­
shots at others. 

S. Hart Moore 
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Renewal plan for Brooklyn's Cadman Plaza, to which the Chapter has given its support (seep. 6) 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 1962 
ST ATE LE.GISLATION 
From the standpoint of the archi­
tectural profession, the 1962 ses­
sion of the New York State Legis­
lature was an extremely busy one. 
Among the session's highlights 
were: (1) the enactment of a state 
university construction fund de­
signed to accelerate expansion of 
public higher education facilities in 
the state; (2) authorized construc­
tion of new state office buildings in 
Binghamton, Utica, Rochester and 
New York City; (3) defeat of all 
corporate practice bills in commit­
tee, as advocated by the New York 
State Association of Architects and 
the New York State Association of 
the Professions; ( 4) defeat of bills 
to void agreement exempting archi­
tects, engineers from liability for 
injury to persons or property 
caused by negligence. (one such 
bill had already passed the Assem­
bly) ; ( 5) Passage of all of the 
Multiple Dwelling Law bills sup­
ported by NYSAA and the impor­
tant bill validating plans filed be­
fore December 15, 1961 was signed 
into law; (6) Passage of several 
Multiple Residence Law amend­
ments approved by NYSAA. 

For the first time in many years 
not a single bill was introduced 
downgrading or lowering admis­
sion requirements. Nor were any 
amendments to the Education Law 
introduced changing provisions to 
practice architecture. The Educa­
tion, Professional Practice, and 
Legislative Committees will con-

tinue their studies to bring about 
desired changes at the 1963 ses­
sion. One bill before the Governor, 
approved by NYSAA, will permit a 
U. S. citizen architect, registered in 

his own state, to apply for a per­
mit from the Education Depart­
ment for a single project in this 
state. This privilege is now re­
stricted to foreign architects. 

WOMEN'S ARCHITECTURAL AUXILIARY 

Mrs. Max 0. Urbahn was elected 
president of W AA at the annual 
meeting held May 2. She succeeds 
Mrs. Robert W. Cutler, president 
of the first board, for whom she 
ser ved as Alternate on the Found­
er's Committee. Other officers 
elected for the 1962-63 term are: 
Mrs. Morris Ketchum, Jr., Mrs. 
William E. Delehanty, Mrs. Doug­
las Haskell and Mrs. Samuel Just­
er. The Nominating Committee 
which presented the slate was 
headed by Mrs. John S. Burrows 
and included the Mmes. W. 0. 
Biernacki-poray, Matthew W. Del 
Gaudio, David L. Eggers, and Ed­
gar Tafel. Others of the first 
Board retiring were two Founders : 
Mrs. Irvin Leslie Scott and Mrs. 
Harold R. Sleeper. 

"The new Board plans to com­
plete ways and means ideas orig­
inated prior to election, and we 
shall, of course, continue the suc­
ecssful Doric Cotillion", Mrs. Ur­
hahn has stated. 

Robert Price, legal counsel of 
W AA, appeared before the Execu­
tive Committee April 18, with sug­
gestions for new methods for in­
creasing revenue. 

A scholarship grant of $2,000..0CL 
ot Cooper Union was made at the 
annual meeting. Prof. Esmond 
Shaw accepted the grant on behalf 
of the School. Previous grants to 
Columbia University and Pratt In­
stitute brings the total to 
$7,000.00 in funds made available 
for scholarships by the Auxiliary, 
and we wish the lengthening line 
of W AA scholars every success. 

It is not too early to send in the 
name of your favorite debutante­
or a young escort - to the Doric 
Cotillion Committee. Mrs Robert 
W. Cutler will again serve as 
Chairman of the Thanksgiving 
gala and will be happy to give you 
any information desired. Her ad­
dress is: 17 W. 54 St., New York, 
19, N. Y. Tel: CI 7-4436 - CI 6-
1288. 



CINCINNATI COMPETITION, 
The Cincinnatus Association has 
announced its sponsorship of an 
A.I.A.-approved competition for 
the design of a "symbolic struc­
ture" to be erected as part of a 
waterfront historical park. The 
competition is open to all archi­
tects registered in any state. The 
architect placing first will be given 
the commission to design and 
oversee the project and will re­
ceive an advance fee of $6500 .. Sec­
ond and third prizes of $2500 and 
$1000 will also be awarded. Copies 
of the program and registration 
forms will be sent promptly upon 
receipt of application addressed to: 
Walter A. Taylor, F.A.I.A., School 
of Architecture, Ohio University, 
Atllens, Ohio. - The closing- date 
for registration is May 15, 1962. 

WESTCHESTER CHAPTER 
DINNER-DANCE 
The thirteenth Annual Scholarship 
Dinner-Dance of the Westchester 
Chapter will be held at the Briar 
Hall Country Club in Briarcliff 
Manor on Thursday, May 24th, at 
which time a scholarship in the 
amount of $1000 will be awarded 
to a graduate of a Westchester 
County High or Technical School 
who plans to continue his studies 
at an accredited University or Col­
lege with a view toward a career 
in Architecture. 

The Club is spacious and attrac­
tive, the view from the terrace re­
markable, the music and entertain­
ment of the best. Principal speak­
er will be D. Kenneth Sargent 

1-----..:!...-~~, De_an of _the SchQol _g_f ~r­
chi tecture, Syracuse University. 

Tickets may be obtained from 
James W. Peck, 4 Brookside Av­
enue, Pelham, New York or by 
phoning his New York office, MU 
3-5700. 

A'RCHITECTURAL TOUR 
OF JAPAN 
M. Shima, Japanese architect, has 
worked out a detailed itinerary 
for a 21-day tour of Japan. The 
tour, t o be organized by New Or­
ient Express, is to cost a total of 
$1014 including round-trip air 
fare, based on group rates. Any­
one interested should get in touch 
with Mr. G. Iseki, New Orient Ex­
press, 375 Park Avenue, New 
York. 
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COMING EVENTS 

MAY 7-11 A.I.A. Convention - Dallas, Texas 

MAY 9 Wednesday, 5:45, Dining Room 
Younger Architects Meeting 

MAY 16 Wednesday, 5:15, Gallery A 
Hospital and Health Discussion Group 

MAY 22 Tuesday, 5:15, Gallery A 
Technical Committee Lecture: "Structural Concrete" 

JUNE 6 Wednesday, 12:30, Dining Room 
Annual Luncheon 

OCTOBER 10-13 New York State Association of Architects 
Convention- Whiteface Inn, Lake Placid, N.Y. 

CHAPTER 0 1FFICE NOTES 
~~J 

/(' ~~~-~ 
• CHAPTER DUES According 

to the by-laws of the chapter, an­
nual dues for 1961-1962 were pay­
able on October 1, 1961. Members 
who have not yet sent in their 
payments are reminded to do so 
at once. 

• AIA DOCUMENTS A newly 
introduced series of contract 
forms between architects and en-

gineers is now available. They 
are: 

C-101 Architect-Engineer, Per-
centage basis 

C-111 Architect-Engineer, Mult­
iple of Direct Personnel 
Expense 

C-121 Architect-Engineer, Fee 
plus expense 

Since proceeds from the sale of 
standard documents form an im­
portant source of Chapter revenue, 
members are urged to make their 
purchase through the Chapter Of­
fice. 

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

Office Practice 

The editors have received the fol­
lowing coriimunieation from a 
member of the committee: "Due 
to the resounding lack of response 
from the solicitation in the Feb­
ruary issue of the OCULUS for in­
formation based on first-hand ex­
perience in the recent use of the 
quantity survey form of bidding 
or the employment of modular 
drafting standards, this committee 
senses that there is insufficient 
int erest among the Chapter mem­
bership to warrant pursuing either 
subject further. On the odd chance 
that perhaps a certain amount of 
procrastination, which plagues us 
all from time to time, or an un­
derstandable reluctance to revive 
unfortunate past experience, but 
certainly not a desire to secrete a 
good thing from one's peers, has 

precluded a r eply, we once again, 
and finally, sincerely ask for a 
r esume of experience on either 
subject." 

Anyone with (fortunate or un­
fortunate) experience is requested 
to notify H. Bourke Weigel at 
PL 2-9700. 

Legislative 
At a recent meeting, the commit­
t ee discussed a pending bill on su­
pervision of construction and alt­
erations. The bill, City Council 
Intro. No 52, would require full­
time supervision on construction 
of new buildings over 30,000 cu. ft. 
in volume or major structural al­
terations costing $10,000 or more 
or increasing the cubic content of 
a building to 30,000 cu. ft. or more. 
The supervisor would have to be a 
licensed constructi-on superinten­
dent, a registered architect, or a 
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licensed professional engineer. The 
bill is sponsored by a group of con­
struction superintendents in the 
city. The committee was opposed 
to the bill as written. It was the 
general feeling that small projects 
mght require as much responsi­
ble supervision as larger ones, 
that architects and engineers 
might not be able to be present at 
all times on a construction project, 
and that the term "licensed," rath­
er than "qualified" might lead to 
legal problems involving the Ed­
ucation Law. 

Hospital and Health 

In line with its efforts to bring 
order to the laws and regulations 
governing hospital planning and 
construction, the Committee has 
written Commissioner Edward 
Thompson requesting a meeting to 
review Fire Department require­
ments. 

This department is concerned 
with the storage and handling of 
oxygen, combustible gases, refrig­
eration, internal fire alarm sys­
tems, fire telegraph systems, and 
sprinklers, in addition to routine 
fire prevention housekeeping. 
Since the recent catastrophe at 
Hartford Hospital, fire prevention 
inspection and the routine of ob­
taining certificates of occupancy 
clearances have become especially 
stringent. 

The Chapter does not propose 
the relaxation of safety require­
ments, but only suggests that such 
requirements be systematized and 
published. At present architects 
doing hospital work have no avail­
able Fire Department Code. 

Civic Design 

The Chapter has given its support 
to the urban renewal plan for 
Cadman Plaza, Brooklyn, drawn up 
by M. Milton Glass and Whittlesey 
& Conklin, Architects. Chapter 
President Frederick J. Wood­
bridge, appearing before t he Oiit y 
Planning Commission's public 
hearings on the Housing and Re­
development Board's proposal, call­
ed it "a truly effective and suitable 
reuse of this beautiful and desir­
able site." 

He stated that the Chapter's Civ­
ic Design Committee had studied 
"the many proposals and revised 
proposals which have been made 
~ince it was first announced in 

1959, and the many goals and de­
sir es which have been expressed 
by various community groups with 
res,pect to this project' ' and con­
cluded that "there are not enough 
structures either of architectural 
or structural merit to warrant any 
attempt at selective clearance and 
conservation." He said that the 
Chapter did not believe that the 
buildup at Cranberry and Fulton 
:::>treets, proposed as a memorial to 
vValt Whitman, was worthy of re­
tention. 

'"The Chapter welcomes the im­
aginative use of the various mea­
sures and aids afforded in Federal, 
State and City legislation which 
ar e being combined to produce an 
integrated development serving 
the complete spectrum of income 
groups," he added. 

Fees and Contracts 

A group of five architects repre· 
senting the entire architectural 
profession in New York met with 
Milton Mollen, Chairman of the 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Board, and the members and staff 
of his board to discuss City Mit­
chell-Lama Architect's Fees. Fred­
erick J. W oodbridge , P resident of 
the Chapter, was pres.ent, and the 
committee was represented by 
Cha irman William F. R. Ballard, 
George D. Brown, Frederick G. 
Frost, Jr ., and H. l. Feldman. ]\If r. 
Feldman also representing the Ar­
chitects Council. Mr. Ballard pre­
sented the case for equating fees to 
State Division fees, inasmuch as 
the work was the same, and for 
basing fees on percentage of cost 
r ather than on the number of units. 
Mr. Mollen said that the Board was 
sympathetic to some adjustment of 
fees and appointed a three-man 
subcommittee, which has met with 
members of the chapter commit­
t 2e to explore the matter further. 

Historical Buildings 

Late in F ebr uary Walker 0. Cain 
requested the assistance of the 
committee in efforts to save the 
Library at West Point from im­
minent destruction. The Library 
was said to be "the only promin­
ent major school building remain­
ing at West Point with any great 
historical association and archi­
t ectural interest." Early in March, 
however, it was reported that the 
building had already been half de-

stroyed to make way for an ex­
pansion of other facilities., and the 
matter was dropped. 

A letter from Robert C. W ein­
berg alerted the committee to the 
neglected state of the Old Mer­
chant's House at 29 East 4th 
Street. The 'house, built in 1830, 
is r emarkable for the extent to 
which it has remained unchanged 
in interior design and furnishings 
since the middle of the Nineteenth 
Century. It is operated as a mu­
seum by the Historical Landmarks 
Society of New York, control of 
which is vested in four trustees. 
Mr. Weinberg contended that the 
trustees have failed to undertake 
r epairs and maintenance essential 
to the preservation of the struc­
t ur e. Inspect ion by committee 
chairman Otto J. Teegen confirmed 
the need for repairs which are be­
ing list'ed in order of urgency at 
the request of the Trustees - who 
reported among their problems the 
lack of funds and deterioration of 
the neighborhood. 

MEMBERSHIP 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
The New York Chapter extends its 

warmest welcome to the following new 
members: 

Corporate 
Joseph A. Capano 
Edward S. Connell 
Paul Gw<sman 
Leon J. Haft 
Stephen J . Kagel 

Associate 
James T . Burns, Jr. 
Alexander . Loisos 

CANDIDATES 

Poy G. Lee 
Vincent i\foscarella 
Salvatore Scutaro 
David W. Smith , J r. 
Walter L . Steinharter 

J ohn J. Loftu s 

Information regar ding the qualifica­
tions of the following candidates for 
membership will be considered con aen­
tial by the Admissions Committee: 
Corporate 
Donald J . D 'Avanzo George H enry Warren, J r. 
Irving A. Mennen Ronald Edwin Woodward 
H enry Arth ur Raemsch 

Associate 

Louis Bobrowsky 

Howard Roy Kronland 

Harry Orthos 

John F . Parkinson 

Sponsors : 
Olinda Grossi and 
H . Seymour Howard, Jr. 
Joseph A. Daidone 
and Donald E . F reed 
Dav id Basch and 
Edward . 1. Dweck 
Elisabeth Coit and 
Gustave W. I ser 

OCULUS DIRECTORY 
OC L is grateful to the followi ng contribu tors 
who helped su tai n the costs of this issue. 

Stephen M. Olko 
Consulting Engineers 
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